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ART.  I. —  T fie  Pathology  of  Fevers  ;  or  observatioris  critical 
and  expei^imental  in  reference  to  the  nature^  varieties^  catises 
anl  treatment  of  Fevers. — By  K  S.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of 
Pathology,  Practice,  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  Rush  Med.  Col- 
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CAUSES  OF   FEVER. 

Havinq  in  former  articles  considered  somewhat  in  detail,  the 
nature  and  varieties  of  Fever  *,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  examine 
briefly  those  agencies  or  causes  which  are  capable  of  so  acting  on 
the  human  system  as  to  give  rise  to  febrile  phenomena.  In  the 
articles  just  alluded  to,  I  have  claimed  that  all  the  tissues  of  the 
living  body  were  possessed  of  two  essential  and  elementary  proper- 
ties. By  the  first,  the  elementary  cells  and  molecules  are  disposed 
to  assume  and  maintain  a  certain  definite  position  in  relation  to 
each  other,  constituting  the  organization  or  texture  of  parts. — 
This  definite  arrangement  of  the  matter  composing  the  several  el- 
ementary structures,  I  have  called  their  tonicity.  Thus  when 
the  affinity  of  cell  for  cell  &c.,  is  diminished  in  any  or  all  the  tis- 
sues, rendering  them  lax  in  texture  and  consequently  feeble  in  the 
performance  of  their  function,  the  tonicity  is  said  to  be  diminish- 
ed ;  and  vice  versa.  By  the  second,  each  organized  cell,  fibre,  or 
tissue  is  rendered  capable  of  receiving  and  responding  to   impres- 


•  See  a  seriet  of  ar'.ic'e?  pub'ished  Id  th«  2od  v.)l.  of  the  North  Weatern  Med- 
h  Sorf .  Jomrnal. 


2  OniGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

sions.  By  it,  the  nerves  and  fibres  are  rendered  capable  of  re- 
ceiving and  transmitting  impressions  ;  the  muscular  fibre,  of  con- 
tractmg  on  the  application  of  nerve  influence,  electricity  or  other 
stimulants  ;  the  capillaries,  of  responding  to  the  presence  of  blood 
in  them,  &c.  kc.  This  property,  this  inherent  in  all  living  matter, 
I  have  called  susceptibility  ;  and  have  considered  it  capable  of 
being  increased  or  diminished  by  the  action  of  various  agents. 

So  long  as  these  two  properties,  tonicity  and  susceptibility, 
preserve  their  natural  condition  and  relations  to  each  other,  so  long 
will  the  various  functions  of  the  system  remain  normal  and  health 
be  preserved.  If  through  any  morbific  influence  one  or  both  of  these 
properties  are  disturbed  in  only  one  organ  or  tissue,  local  disease 
or  derangement  of  function  will  follow.  If  the  morbific  influence, 
acting  through  the  blood,  reaches  the  properties  of  all  the  tissues 
at  the  same  time,  universal  disturbance  of  function  must  follow. 

Hence  I  have  defined  fever  to  consist  essentially  in  a  disturb- 
ance of  the  elementary  properties  of  the  whole  body  ;  while  the 
particular  character  of  the  fever  will  depend  on  the  direction  giv- 
en to  the  altered  properties.  If  the  cause  act  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  increase  tonicity  and  susceptibility  throughout  the  tissues,  a 
true  stenic  or  inflammatory  grade  of  fever  will  be  produced  ;  if  in 
such  a  way  as  to  diminish  cr  depress  both  properties,  the  resulting 
fever  will  necessarily  exhibit  a  low  or  typftoid  character ;  and  if 
the  cause  possesses  specific  qualities  capable  of  depressing  one 
property  and  at  the  same  time  exalting  the  other,  it  will  induce  a 
fever  of  a  specific  character,  diflfcring  alike  from  the  inflammatory 
on  one  side  and  the  ty|  lioid  on  the  other.  And  here  I  have  claim- 
ed an  explanation  both  of  the  oneness  or  unity  of  fevers,  and  their 
diversity.  All  fevers  are  a  unit^  inasmuch  as  they  arise  from  dis- 
turbance of  the  same  general  properties,  while  they  are  widely  di- 
verse in  their  phenomena  and  results,  because  these  properties  are 
disturbed  in  different  directions  by  exciting  causes  diffeiing  essen- 
tially in  their  nature. 

In  accordance  with  these  views  concerning  the  nature  of  fevers, 
I  shall  consider  the  causes  under  the  three  following   heads,  viz.: 

Ist.  All  such  agents  as  are  capable  of  exalting  or  increasing 
both  Busceptibility  and  tonicity. 
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2nd.     Such  as  directlj  dimiDish  both  these  properties. 

8d.  Such  as  exert  a  specific  ibfluence,  increasing  susceptibility 
and  either  diminishing  tonicity  or  allowing  it  to  remain  normal. 

Under  the  first  of  these  divisions  are  included  all  causes  capable 
{rf*  generating  the  fevers  termed  Synocha,  by  Cullen,  Irritative  and 
Inflammatory  by  Tweede,  and  Irritative  or  simple  continued  fevers 
by  Dr.  Wood.  They  are  not  numerous,  nor  are  the  fevers  to  which 
they  give  rise,  as  frequently  met  with  as  the  other  varieties,  unless 
we  include  under  this  head  those  symptomatic  fevers  depending  di- 
rectly on  local  inflammation.  The  latter  is  so  frequently  the  cause 
of  this  grade  of  fever,  that  many  have  expressed  the  opinion  that 
it  is  always  accompanied  by  inflammation  in  some  of  the  structures 
of  the  system.  Though  not  intending  to  include  a  consideration 
of  mere  symptomatic  fever  in  these  articles^  yet  an  inquiry  into 
the  mode  by  which  general  febrile  symptoms  are  produced  as 
a  consequence  of  local  inflammation,  may  not  be  wholly  irrele- 
vant or  unprofitable.  That  all  acute  inflammations  of  any  coix- 
siderablc  extent  are  soon  followed  by  those  symptoms  which  are 
universally  denominated  febrile,  is  well  known ;  but  in  what  way 
does  the  local  affection  act  en  the  general  properties  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  produce  that  universal  derangement  of  functions  which 
constitutes  fever  ? 

A  satisfactory  answer  to  this  question  is  not  as  easily  given  as 
many  would  suppose.  Broussais  attributes  the  general  disturb- 
ance to  an  irritant  impression  transmitted,  through  the  medium  of 
the  nerves,  from  the  inflamed  part  to  the  Brain,  and  from  this  re- 
flected over  the  whole  system.  If  this  were  true,  we  should  always 
be  able  to  trace  special  cerebral  disturbance  anterior  to  the  general 
febrile  phenomena,  and  the  latter  should  bear  a  direct  ratio  to  tho 
former ;  neither  of  which  is  in  acccordance  with  the  daily  observa- 
tions of  the  profession 

Others  have  attributed  the  general  symptoms  to  the  shock  pro- 
duced by  the  rapid  congestion  and  other  changes  which  take  place 
in  the  inflamed  part.  But  the  word  sfuKk  is  as  mysterious  as  any 
ether,  and  consequently  explains  nothing.  A  larger  number  of 
writers,  seeing  that  the  fibrinc  of  the  blood  is  rapidly  increased  in 
OMst  inflammatioDS,  have  attributed  the  febrile  excitement  to  the 
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stimulant  effects  of  the  superabundant  quantity  of  this  constituent 
Two  facts,  however,  are  strongly  opposed  to  this  view.  The  first 
is  that  the  febrile  symptoms  often  appear  in  their  greatest  inten- 
sity before  the  accumulation  of  fibrin  has  taken  place  to  any 
considerable  extent  in  the  mass  of  the  blood,  and  still  more  fre- 
quently disappears  before  the  excess  of  fibrin  is  removed.  The 
second  fact  is  that  the  intensity  of  febrile  action  does  not  bear  any 
uniform  and  direct  ratio  to  the  degree  of  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  fibrin.  These  may  not  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  conclusion 
that  the  excess  of  fibrin  exerts  no  exciting  or  irritating  influence, 
but  they  are  sufficient  to  show  that  it  is  not  the  chief  cause  of 
such  action. 

I  am  induced  to  believe  tliat  local  inflammation  induces  fever 
either  by  its  effects  on  the  nervous  system,  or  by  its  interference 
with  some  of  the  excretory  functions;  and  in  most  cases  by  both 
these  combined.  The  effect  of  inflammation  on  the  nervous  sys- 
tem alone  is  seldom  capable  of  inducing  more  than  a  very  mod- 
erate and  ephemeral  form  of  fever.  Yet  we  see  very  often  pa- 
tients suffering  under  a  distinct  general  febrile  movement,  result- 
ing solely  from  a  whitlow  on  the  finger,  for  instance.  The  part 
involved  in  the  inflammation  is  not  such  as  to  interfere  with  any 
secretory  or  eliminating  function,  neither  of  sufficient  extent  to 
materially  alter  the  proportion  oF  fibrin  or  any  other  constituent 
of  the  blood.  But  the  extreme  pain  resulting  from  the  irritation 
of  nervous  filaments  involved  in  the  part,  is  of  itself  sufficient  to 
disturb,  in  a  moderate  degree,  all  the  functions  of  the  system ; 
causing  rigors,  pains  in  the  head  and  back,  increased  heat  of  skin, 
and  frequency  of  pulse,  restlessness,  &c.  Doubtless  in  such  cases 
sufficient  morbid  impression  or  irritation  is  transmitted  through 
the  nervous  filaments  and  connections  to  produce  the  general  dis- 
turbance. 

The  suddenly  developed  paroxysms  of  fever  which  result  from 
the  irritation  of  worms  in  the  alimentary  canal  arise  chiefly  from 
the  same  cause.  The  portion  of  mucous  membrane  in  contact  with 
the  worms,  is  not  inflamed  to  such  a  degree  as  would  either  sus- 
pend secretion  or  fill  the  blood  with  fibrin ;  but  it  involves  a  con- 
dition of  the  nervous  filaments  in  the  part,  which  is  rapidly  trans- 
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mitted  to  the  ganglionic  and  cerebro-spiual  systems ;  thereby  in- 
ducing rapidly  a  general  excitement,  which  is  usually  as  ephe- 
meral or  transitory  as  it  is  rapidly  developed. 

Bat  in  all  the  more  important  and  lasting  cases  of  symptomatic 
fever,  the  structures  involved  in  inflammation  are  such  that  dis- 
turbance of  one  or  more  functions  of  importance  necessarily  re- 
sults co-incidently  with  the  beginning  of  the  local  disease.  And 
such  is  the  intimate  relation  and  dependence  of  one  important 
function  on  all  the  others,  that  no  sudden  disturbance  of  one  can 
take  place  without  inducing  more  or  less  change  in  all.  Thus 
disease,  occupying  any  considerable  part  of  the  cutaneous  surface, 
suspends  the  elimination  from  the  skin,  causing,  on  the  one  hand, 
rapid  accumulation  of  perspirable  matter  in  the  blood ;  thereby 
exerting  a  universal  irritant  influence  ;  and  on  the  other,  equally  * 
rapid  accumulation  of  heat  from  the  diminished  insensible  evapo- 
ration, by  which,  in  health,  the  caloric  on  the  surface  of  the  body 
is  constantly  being  rendered  latent,  and  conveyed  away.  From 
these  two  alterations — the  retention  of  irritating  matter  in  the 
circulating  fluids,  and  the  accumulation  of  caloric,  general  febrile 
symptoms  are  very  quickly  developed.  Again,  inflammation  of 
any  portion  of  the  respiratory  apparatus  suflicient  to  materially 
impede  respiration  quickly  alters  the  interchange  of  oxygen  and 
carbonic  acid  through  the  lungs,  thereby  altering  the  quality  of 
the  blood,  and,  through  it,  the  functions  and  properties  of  the 
system. 

If  we  bear  in  mind  the  fact,  that  every  change  in  the  capillary 
circulation  is  accompanied  by  a  change  of  function,  we  shall  see 
that  the  first  step  in  the  inflammatory  process,  namely,  determina- 
tion of  blood  to,  and  its  accumulation  in  the  inflamed  part,  almost 
necessarily  involves  more  or  less  alteration  in  the  capillary  cir- 
culation generally,  and  consequently  must  induce  at  once  some 
general  disturbance. 

Add  to  this  the  irritant  impression  made  on  the  nerves  of  the 
part,  and  through  them  transmitted  to  the  important  nervous  cen- 
tres, together  with  the  rapidly  increasing  alterations  of  the  blood, 
by  the  retention  of  materials  designed  for  elimination ;  and  there 
can  be  no  difficulty  in  comprehending  the  process  by  which  active 
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local  inflammation  is  soon  followed  by  that  general  functional  dis- 
turbance which  constitutes  fever. 

But  the  same  sthenic  or  inflammatory  grade  of  febrile  action^ 
may,  and  often  does  occur  from  other  causes,  without  the  inter- 
yention  of  any  local  inflammation. 

The  most  important  of  these  causes  is  the  application  of  cold 
to  the  surface  of  the  body,  and  the  rapid  alternations  of  tempera- 
ture. To  operate  as  an  exciting  cause  of  the  sthenic  grade  of 
fever,  the  application  of  the  cold  must  be  made  suddenly,  and  con- 
tinued only  for  a  limited  period  of  time.  Cold  applied  in  this 
way  produces  a  twofold  effect — namely,  a  direct  diminution  of  the 
capillary  circulation  throughout  the  exterior  of  the  body,  with  cor- 
responding diminution  of  the  cutaneous  exhalation,  and  of  organic 
or  molecular  action.  While  this  condition  exists  there  is  not 
only  a  failure  to  eliminate  from  the  blood  effete  matter,  in  the 
form  of  insensible  perspiration,  but  the  restricted  organic  action 
in  the  exterior  retards,  of  course,  the  process  of  nutrition,  disin- 
tegration, and  calorification.  Hence,  when  the  action  of  the  coM 
ceases,  the  blood  contains  the  retained  effete  perspirable  matter, 
the  exterior  tissues  contain  particles  that  should  have  been  re- 
moved by  the  process  of  disintegration,  which  prove  directly 
irritant  to  the  nervous  and  vascular  systems.  All  these  com- 
bined tend  to  develop  rapidly  an  irrltatit  influence  through- 
out the  whole  system.  This  irritant  action,  coupled  with 
the  accumulation  of  caloric  from  the  diminished  cutaneous  exha- 
lation, soon  establishes  the  re-action  or  general  febrile  movement 
If  the  action  of  the  cold  has  been  pretty  intense,  but  temporary, 
the  resulting  febrile  action  will  be  characterized  by  increased  nev- 
vous  sensibility  and  high  vascular  excitement.  But  if  the  action 
of  the  cold  is  less  intense  and  more  protracted,  the  sensibility  of 
the  tissues  becomes  diminished  instead  of  increased  ;  and  though 
fever  may  result  from  the  ultimate  accumulation  of  excrementi- 
tious  matter,  yet  the  grade  of  morbid  act  on  will  be  asthenic  rather 
than  inflammatory. 

The  action  of  cold  as  an  exciting  cause  of  fever  is  much  in- 
creased if  it  is  accompanied  by  dampness.  An  atmosphere  highly 
saturated  with  moisture,  not  only  increases  the  effects  of  the  cold 


THB  PATHOLOGY  OF  FEVBR6.  7 

t>ii  the  cutaneous  function,  but  it  diminishes  to  a  great  extent  also 
the  exhalation  of  aqueous  vapor  from  the  lungs,  thereby  causing 
the  retention  of  a  small  amount  of  animal  matter,  and  a  large 
amount  of  caloric  which  should  hav^  been  rendered  latent  in  the 
aqueous  vapor  thrown  out  with  each  expiration.  Sence  it  is  that 
all  writers  agree  in  attributing  common  continued  and  ephemeral 
fevors,  characterized  by  sthenic  excitement,  to  exposure  to  cold  and 
wet,  andsulden  atmospheric  changes.  Thus  Dr.  Wood  says,  "the 
most  frequent  cause  is  probably  exposure  to  cold.  Persons  who 
have  been  caught  in  a  cold  rain,  and  remain  for  some  time  with 
their  wet  clothes  upon  them,  are  apt  to  be  attacked."  And  he 
very  properly  adds  that,  '*  whatever  is  capable  of  producing  irrita- 
tion  in  one  or  more  of  the  important  organs  of  the  body  may  give 
rise  to  this  kind  of  fever."  Hence,  the  presence  of  indigestible 
food  m  the  stomach,  of  worms  in  the  bowels,  and  the  irritation  of 
teething,  are  generally  enumerated  among  the  exciting  causes  of 
irritative  fever.  But  all  the  causes  which  have  been  mentioned 
except  local  inflammation,  so  frequently  exist  without  producing 
fever,  that  most  writers  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  some  pre- 
vious predisposition.  In  what  that  predisposition  consists  few  have 
attempted  to  explain. 

It  will  doubtless  be  found  in  most  cases,  to  depend  on  an  im- 
pairment of  the  mutual  sympathy  and  compensating  action  which 
always  exists,  in  a  strictly  healthy  condition  of  the  syst*?m,  between 
the  more  important  functions  of  the  body.  This  sympathy  is 
most  prominently  displayed  between  the  skin  and  kidneys  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  lungs  and  liver  on  the  other. 

The  two  first  eliminate  from  the  system  chiefly  nitrogenous 
matter,  and  the  two  last  carbonaceous.  .  The  compensating  action 
of  the  two  first  is  so  frequently  and  prominently  exhibited  that 
the  most  careless  observer  would  scarcely  fail  to  notice  it.  Thus 
whenever  a  healthy  individual  is  exposed  during  the  day  to  a  mo- 
derately cold  atmosphere,  the  exhalation  from  the  surface  is  much 
diminished,  while  the  quantity  of  urine  discharged  is  proportion- 
ately increased ;  and  so  long  as  this  continues  no  derangement  of 
health  ensues  from  the  action  of  the  cold.  But  let  this  compensa- 
ting action  of  the  kidneys  cease,   and  the  action  of  the  cold  on  the 
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surface,  quickly  produces  the  retention  of  a  suflBcient  quantity  of 
effete  and  waste  matter  in  the  blood  to  arouse  the  susceptibility  of 
the  whole  system  and  establish  the  phenomena  of  fever.  There  are 
many  facts  which  induce  us  to  believe  that  a  similar  functional  rela- 
tionship exists  between  the  lungs  and  liver,  although  the  relative 
functional  activity  of  both  is  less  open  to  observation  or  manif  st  ta 
the  senses.  Thus  the  occurrence  of  a  bilious  diarrhoea  frequently 
relieves  very  much  the  consequences  of  severe  obstructions  in  the 
lungs,  and  occasionally  proves  critical,  being  followed  by  speedy 
convalesence.  Again,  that  season  of  the  year  and  those  locations 
which  give  rise  to  an  atmospbere  both  warm  and  damp,  are  accom- 
panied by  the  smallest  degree  of  elimination  of  carbonic  acid  gas 
from  the  lungs,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  prevalence  of  diseases 
characterized  by  an  excessive  flow  of  bile  on  the  other.  This  is 
verified  during  the  latter  part  of  summer  and  autumn  in  all  ma- 
larious districts  ;  while  just  the  reverse  is  seen  during  the  cold  sea- 
son when  the  atmosphere  is  dense  and  more  dry. 

Nature  has  thus  provided  the  human  body  with  organs  capable 
of  affording  to  each  other  a  mutually  compensating  action,  at  least 
to  an  extent  sufficient  to  preserve  it  from  harm  from  the  ordinary 
changes  in  the  elements  around  us. 

But  whenever  that  mutual  sympathy  is  interrupted  or  mater, 
ially  impaired  by  previous  exposures  or  debilitating  influence's, 
then  it  is  that  the  action  of  any  cause,  capable  of  disturbing  one  or 
more  of  the  important  functions  of  the  body,  is  sufficient  to  devel- 
ope  febrile  phenomena.  And  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
predisposition  to  this  or  that  disease,  of  which  authors  so  frequently 
speak  consists  in  this  impaired  power  of  compensating  action  between 
the  different  excretory  organs  of  the  system. 

Prominent  among  the  predisposing  causes  of  the  sthenic  grade 
of  fever,  are  age,  temperament,  and  season. 

It  is  during  the  period  of  childhood  and  youth,  before  the 
physical  system  has  attained  its  full  developement,  that  far  the 
larger  proportion  of  cases  of  this  form  of  disease  occur.  It  is  du- 
ring this  period  of  life  that  the  blood  contains  the  largest  relative 
proportion  of  nutrient  matter,  the  tissues  their  highest  degree  o^ 
susceptibility,   and   the  organic  movements   take  place  with  the 
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grpftte«t  mpMif  J.  Ilefice  it  is  the  period  ahove  «H  othow,  when  ex- 
cited aciitm  is  iiiost  readily  iii<lucc>d  The  J»irnng1y  nmrkeil  san- 
^uiii  te^iipei-anicnt  pre.^'eiited  in  adiill  lilo  douhil'Sj  |>r( disposes  to 
tlie  Siiiue  kind  of  n.orhid  action.  The  es^seniial  clcnientd  ofHUch  a 
teoipemirierit  arc  a  fully  developed  va  cuhir  system,  a  ready  exci- 
tahdity,  and  bkiod  containing  a  full  proportion  of  red  eorpuitcles  . 
M  cooditiona  Tavorable  to  the  occurrence  uf  excited  action  coupled 
with  strength.  The  influence  of  seasons  in  prc<lisposing  Co  the 
prevalence  of  the  common  iirttative  or  sti»enic  cases  oF  fever  ia 
|)erlia|is  :.ot  as  readily  observed  as  that  of  age.  My  own  observa« 
tioBs,  however,  have  It-d  me  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  met 
with  most  frequently  at  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  the  cold 
«e:ison. 

The  steady  and  intense  cold  of  mid  winter  generally  depresses 
the  susceptibility  of  the  s^sttm  too  much,  and  the  heat  of  !«ummer 
induces  too  great  laxity  or  loss  of  tonicity,  whilo  the  moderate 
coldness  of  early  spring  and  late  autumn  gives  the  proper  degree 
of  tonicity  withtiut  depressing  the  suHcepiihility.  thereby  present* 
iug  the  system  in  a  ctmdition  favorable  to  the  morbid  intlueuce  of 
the  frequent  changes  which  characterize  these  sea.ons. 

Causes  which  depress  the  element anj  properties. 

The  second  class  of  causes  which  require  consideration,  though 
numerous  and  diverse  in  their  nature.  yet;ill  agree  in  two  essen- 
tial qualities,  namely,  the  power  to  actu|)onor  influence  the  gene- 
mi  pr  elementary  properties  of  all  the  issues,  and  to  act  in  such  a 
inanner  as  to  depress  or  diminish  those  properties.  This  latter 
quality  distinguishes  them  from  the  a^euQies  mentioned  iu  the 
£rst  class. 

Most,  if  not  all  of  the  causes  included  in  this  class  also  differ 
from  titose  mentioned  in  the  first  in  another  ret^pect 

The  latter,  as  we  have  seen,  act  prim^irily  on  particular  organs 
and  functions,  and  through  them  on  the  general  properties  of  all 
Ilence  the  general  functional  dissiurbance  t»r  febrile  movement, 
resulting  fioip  their  action,  is  a  secondary  effect;  while  those  be- 
longing to  the  class  now  under  consideration  are  cap<ible  of  exert- 
ing a  direct  influence  on  thosa  proparties  whioh  bolan^  to  all  tha 
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B,  and  eoDflequently  capable  of  inducing,  primarily,  alter* 
ationa  of  function  in  all  the  organs  of  the  body.  The  chief  cauaea 
included  in  this  class  are  the  following,  yiz. :  The  protracted  influ- 
Cfioa  of  cold ;  deficient  nutriment ;  excessire  exercise  ;  continued 
mental  depression  and  anxiety ;  impure  air ;  ^nd  some  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  decomposition  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter.* 

These  several  causes  may  act  singly,  though  two  or  more  of 
Aeai  frequently  co-exist  and  exert  their  influence  on  the  sytem  at 
the  same  time.  Thus  protracted  cold  is  often  united  with  exoea- 
dve  exercise  or  insufficient  food.  So  too,  among  the  poor  especially^ 
impure  air  is  often 'associated  with  both  mental  depression  and  un- 
wholesome food*  Indeed,  it  is  rare  that  any  one  of  the  causes 
named,  except  the  animal  poisons,  act  with  sufficient  intensity  to 
cause  tile  direct  developement  of  idiopathic  fever.  And  yet  they 
are  each  <^  sufficient  importance  to  require  a  brief  examinatioii 
in  reference  to  their  tnodtts  operandi. 

CoUL  '^  Under  the  local  Influence  of  cold,"  says  Dr.  Wood, 
^'ihe  tissues  shrink,  the  capillaries  circulate  the  blood  less  vigor- 
ously, secretion  is  checked,  sensibility  is  impaired,  and  the  part 
becomes  pale  from  the  want  of  blood,  or  purplish  from  its  stagna- 
tion.  Should  the  application  continue  with  intensity,  a  deadly 
whiteness  ensues,  circulation  ceases  entirely,  sensibility  is  lost, 
and,  though  vital  power  is  not  immediately  destroyed  with  the 
loss  of  action,  local  death  soon  follows  unless  the  cause  be  re- 
moved. 

When  the  influence  is  general,  the  whole  sur&oe  undergoes  tlie 
<4diange  above  described ;  while  the  interior  functions  exhibit  a  ai. 
inilar  depression.  The  heart  acts  by  degrees  more  and  more  feeUy 
a  general  torpor  steals  over  the  senses,  the  movements  become 
%>ttering  firom  muscular  weakness,  and  the  benumbing  influence 
extends  at  last  to  the  brain,  giving  rise  to  wandering  of  the 
thoughts,  drowsiness,  and  finally  an   irresistible    propensity  to 

«leep,»t 

Dr.  Williams  in  his  Principles  of  Medicine  remarks  as  follow^ 
Tix. :  "Cold,  on  the  other  hand,  is  directly  sedative.    It  contraota 

•  Undtr  thia  hatd  liacliidt  what  if  a^tfaUy  oaUsd  conUfioa. 
fflM  Waed'i  Praotioe  of  M«dioin«,  toL  1.  p.  148. 
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and  imtelBj  eBpeeianjthe  ftrteries,  udthvsalfini] 
den  parts  pale  aod  shnink.  In  penoiui  of  feeble  oiieuhiioBi 
after  bething,  the  fingers  are  sometimes  quite  bloodless  and  nomb 
from  this  cause;  the  cold  having  quite  closed  up  the  arteries. 
Bat  oold  also  retards  the  passage  of  the  blood  in  the  capillaries; 
the  riaciditj  of  the  Liquor  Sanguinis  seems  to  be  inoreased ;  glob- 
ules stick  to  the  sides  or  move  but  slowly,  and  the  part  soon  be* 
comes  purple  or  blue,  from  the  congestion  of  blood  in  it  There 
is  also  much  internal  congestion  from  the  intropulsive  operation 
of  the  cold — that  is,  the  external  parts  being  constricted  and  ob- 
structed, blood  accumulates  more  in  internal  parts,  and  the  hearths 
force  is  more  expended  on  these."  The  idea  here  expressed,  that 
the  action  of  cold  produces  "  internal  congestion,"  from  its  ift^ro- 
pulMwe  operation,  is  one  very  generally  entertained.  But  Dr. 
Wood  goes  further,  and  not  only  claims  internal  congestion  of 
blood,  but  of  nervous  energy  also.  His  language  is  as  foUowa : 
"Another  method  in  which  cold  may  produce  disease  is,  by  the 
concentration  of  blood  and  of  neryous  energy  in  the  interior  or- 
gans, consequent  upon  their  retrocession  from  the  skin,  and  the 
parts  which  sympathize  with  the  skin.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
quantity  of  blood  is  diminished  in  the  superficial  vessels.  It 
must  necessarily,  therefore,  be  increased  in  those  within.  It  is 
equally  certain  that  nervous  action  is  depressed  upon  the  surfiMM ; 
and  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  also  is  concentrated  in  the  in* 
terior  organs.  Excess  of  blood,  and  excess  of  nervous  energy 
combined,  cannot  but  firequently  eventuate  in  disease."  This  Ian- 
gnage  plainly  implies  that  nervous  energy  is  a  something  not 
only  capable  of  dreulation,  but  definite  in  quantity ^  like  the 
blood ;  and  like  it,  when  driven  from  one  set  of  organs,  aocumu- 
laling  in  another.  He  thus  gives  to  the  mere  property  of  a  par- 
ticular tissue,  all  the  essential  qualities  of  a  separate  entity^  as 
plainly  as  Van  Helmont  did  to  his  Archeus.  It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  say  that  I  regard  such  an  assumption  ss  purely  hypo* 
thetical,  and  better  calculated  to  mislead  than  to  enlighten  the 
reader.  But,  aside  from  this,  is  there  anything  in  the  phenomena 
which  accompany  exposure  to  cold,  which  really  indicate  the  ex- 
istsMe  ef  either  an  increa$ed  amount  of  blood,  or  of  Mrvom 
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energy  in  the  internal  organs  of  the  bo<?y?  Certainly  there  » 
not.  80  fur  as  those  phenomena  are  deta.led  to  us  hy  Dra.  Wood, 
Williams  and  others  who  liave  written  on  tlie  suhject ;  or  by  those 
who  have  suffered  in  their  own  person.^  the  effcts  of  extreme  cohl. 
To  study  this  suhject  intelligibly  wo  munt  keep  in  mind  the  well 
known  phenomena  of  congestion  or  accumulution  of  blood  m  the 
internal  organ?,  that  we  mny  the  more  accurately  compare  such 
phenomena  with  tho^e  represented  to  arise  from  the  « ffects  of  cold. 
By  internal  organs  we  usually  meant  tho^e  viscera  wliich  occupy 
the  cavities  of  the  cranium,  the  thorax  and  the  abdomen. 

If  the  render  will  turn  to  the  accounts  of  c<jngi»stion  in  the 
Brain,  the  Lung?,  Ileait,  or  nidoninul  viscera,  given  by  any  of 
the  wiiters  on  Puiholo^ry  or  Practical  medicine,  he  will  rca  ily 
perceive  striking  differences  bi'tween  the  sympt  ms  there  detailed, 
and  those  resulting  from  the  action  of  cold. 

Bim]lc  congestion  or  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  brain,  for  ex- 
ample, pioduces  a  8in>e  of  fiilnes-,  heaviness  and  vertigo;  and  if  it 
be  increase  ^  these  give  place  to  8tu[)or,  coma,  or  pamlysis,  with 
'ulness  of  the  pulse  and  more  or  U>s  l.ibiiiious  r«8  irai  or*.  If 
iiicrefised  fiervotts  en  igy  or  irritation  exist  in  tiio  bia  n  ;tt  the 
B  me  time,  we  have  in  addition  to  the  other  symptoms,  increased 
heat  of  the  head,  flushed  face,  fulnes'S  of  the  carotid.4,  and  delirium 
Or  spasmodic  muscular  action,  or  both.  In  !<earcliing  the  i  iterest- 
ingiiccounts  of  the  actinn  of  extreme  cold,  given  us  by  Si i  Joseph 
Buiiks.  I>r  Suhnaler,  Dr.  Edwaid  Daniel  <  larke,  and  others,  we 
shall  find  no  mention  of  atiy  of  these  symptoms.  On  the  contrary 
theoiJy  nipiicial'le  clunge  in  the  biain  is  a  gradual  impairment 
and  filial  suh|aiision  of  its  action.  Ilhence  the  first  morbid  feel- 
ing IS  that  of  want  of  power,  the  acts  uf  the  will  are  performed 
with  difficulty;  the  individual  feels  conscious  that  thinking  re- 
quhes  an  eff^jrt.  and  there  is  nothing  he  so  much  desires  as  to  sus- 
pend all  thought,  all  effort  of  uinid  or  body,  and  be  allowed  to 
sink,  not  nito  oomu,  convulsons,  or  paralysis,  but »  perfectly 
quiut  sleep;  during  which  the  already  feeble  action  should  ojase 
altogether.  So  djfliient  nie  tlise  sui'i.ttms  lioui  tl.ii^e  arising 
'"Qt  nceumulatiou  of  blood  and  nervous  enei*gy  iu  the  brain  thai 
'hn  Whiting  very  justly  obaerves,  '^  that  il  is  hiuxlly   pes- 
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i^hle  to  determine  whether  thcj  are  the  direct  re9aU  ef  the  ftCticm 
4if  tlie  oold  as  a  scdaiive  on  the  bniin,  or  whether  they  depend  on 
m  V)aiU'iif  the  due  supphj  of  blwnl  to  that  organ,  on  acooun^ 
of  the  diD)iti4;»hcHl  action  of  tlie  heirt "  It  ii  true  that  Dr.  Kellie 
has  repovttd  in  4he  Edinbar^h  Medical  Journal  some  oases  of 
death  after  serere  exposurji  to  oohl,  iu  nhiuh  he  found  more  or 
less  seroud  effusion  in  the  brain  ;  but  in  all  these,  death  took  placet 
not  from  the  dirert  action  of  the  cold,  but  sometime  after  both 
''  heat  and  circul.ition  had  been  restored.*' 

If  we  examine  the  symptomr«  derived  from  the  heart  and  lungs, 
weshiiil  iihd  still  Irss  uai  evidence  of  congestion  or  accumulated 
nef  vous  energy  during  the  action  of  the  cold. 

Puln.onnry  congestion  is  geucritlly  a'*compinied  by  two  things 
naniresud  in  u  t^i eater  oi  Ict-s  dcpiee:  firbt,  dyspnueii,  or  at  leas* 
imperfect  instpiration,  and  imperfect  docarboniziition  of  the  blood. 
But  difficulty  of  breathing,  or  imperfect  respiration,  is  nowhere 
mentione<l  as  one  of  the  phenomena  ohei'rveii  during  extreme  cold, 
and  so  far  from  there  being  evidence  of  deficient  decarbonisation  of 
the  lihiod.  various  experiments  go  to  show  that  blood  remains  ar* 
terial  throughout  the  whole  vascular  sy.^tem. 

Thus  CliossMt  ibui.d  in  niiin.itlts.  killed  by  cold,  the  blood  of  ar« 
teriul  c^hr  in  both  ventricles  of  the  h  art ;  and  Sir  Astley  Coc^r 
found  that  *' OH  plunging  kuiens  into  ice  cold  water  the  arteria 
blood  did  not  become  venous  in  the  veins." 

In  regard  to  the  heart.  Dr.  Wood,  himself  says,  that  under  the 
induence  of  cold  it  '-acts  by  degrees  more  and  more  /eeWy ;" 
\^hicli  surely  is  not  an  evi<leiice  of  the  ^'accumulation  of  blood 
and  nervous  energy ''  in  it.  The  latter  would  necessarily  lead  to 
]ncie.«sed  action  in  tlie  heart,  calculated  >o  expel  the  supposed  in* 
creased  quantity  of  he  former;  thereby  exhibiting  an  unusaal  de- 
gree of  cardiac  impulse,  instead  of  one  progressingly  more  and 
more  fjeMe.  A  writer  in  tlie  Encyclopae<lia  of  Pr«iCtieai  Medi« 
cine  comismuch  iieaier  the  truth  when  he  says,  **  it  is  very  prob* 
able  tinit  the  sedative  actitm  of  cold  on  the  circuluin ^  system  is 
to  be  ascribed  to  a  dhn'uiufhia  of  the  irritabUUy  of  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  heart  and  bIou<l- vessels. ''  Amongthe  many  cases  re- 
corded of  death  from  the  direct  effects  of  cold,  i  have  searuhed  in 
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i  tor  ii^  endeaeeof  inlenial  eong^stioiif^  denied  firom  p9$i 
mmimn  examiiuuions.  Indeed,  from  a  caiefol  eTmminatkm  of  the 
wlgeet^  I  have  been  led  to  oonclnsionseiitirelj  diflkreatfrom  those 
oomiBODlj  entertuned  and  very  fitirlj  ezpreaeed  in  the  qnotationa 
from  Dn.  Williams  and  Wood.  The  eommon  opinicm  is  based  di- 
vsctlj  on  the  assumption  that  the  qaantitj  of  blood  is  diminished 
in  the  surface  and  parts  most  exposed  to  the  cold,  and  therefore 
ttost  '^  nece$»arUi/^  be  increased  in  the  parts  within.  The  idea 
of ''  intropuUive  action^^  is  founded  altogether  on  the  supposition 
that  the  blood  forsakes  the  surfSeu^e — that  its  quantity  is  absolutely 
diminished  in  the  exterior  parts.  But  is  this  fundamental  or  pri- 
mary proposition  truel  It  is  true  that  the  application  of  cold 
ecodenses  the  tissues,  thereby  causing  the  yessels  to  be  smalleri 
but  it  equally  condenses  the  blood  and  fluids  in  them,  rendering» 
as  Dr.  Williams  says,  the  liquor  sangwinis  more  riscid,  causing  the 
globules  to  ''  stick  to  the  sides  of  the  vessels  or  move  but  slowly," 
and  consequently  directly  retarding  the  passage  of  the  blood  in  the 
Cepillaries.  At  the  same  time  that  the  blood  is  thus  altered  in  its 
density  and  movement  through  the  capillaries,  the  susceptibility  of 
the  tissues  is  diminiBhed,  and  those  organic  movements  by  which 
new  particles  are  added  to  the  elementary  structures  and  old  ones 
lemoved,  are  retarded  or  entirely  suspended. 

This,  of  course,  retards  in  an  equal  ratio  the  secretion,  the 
production  of  animal  heat,  and  the  change  from  arterial  to  venous 
blood  in  the  systemic  capillaries.  The  inevitable  consequence  of 
all  these  changes  would  be,  not  an  ^Hntropulsive  nuwemeni^^*  by 
which  the  blood  and  nervous  energy  should  accumulate  within, 
but  a  direct  and  progressively  increasing  retardation  of  both  dr- 
Ottlation  and  organic  change  in  the  exterior  or  parts  exposed  to  the 
cold ;  thereby  allowing  absolutely  less  blood  to  be  returned  to  the 
heart  in  a  given  time ;  and  what  is  returned  has  a  diminished  tern* 
peralore,  and  less  of  the  materials  usually  derived  from  the  sya« 
temio  capillaries — in  other  words,  less  venous  in  its  color.  The 
Uood  returned  to  the  heart  thus  reduced  in  its  temperature  and 
quantity,  Eails  to  sustain  the  susceptibility  and  action  of  the  heart, 
biaini  &c;  thereby  causing  that  smiaiive  action,  which,  by  long 
^^oniiiieanoeor  inoieassi  resolts  in  entirs  soqMiiaion  of  aeiioii  and 
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Soeb,  I  beliefe,  k  the  true  mode  in  which  cold  pvodnoM  its  af- 
reets on  the  haman  system.  It  eondenses  the  blood  and  tiasMiy 
and  diminishes  the  elementary  susceptibility;  thereby  retaiding 
wganic  and  capillary  action,  the  production  of  animal  heat,  and 
secretion,  in  the  parts  exposed;  and  causing  the  blood  to  retuni  l» 
the  heart  in  less  quantity,  and  at  a  lower  temperature,  by  whitA 
Ibe  functions  of  the  brain,  the  heart,  and  all  the  internal  orgaoH 
are  enftebled  or  suspended,  according  to  the  intensity  and  duration 
of  the  cold. 

If  the  application  of  cold  be  of  short  duration  and  of  only  a  mod- 
erate degree  of  intensity,  the  temporary  condensation  and  dimin* 
ished  action  only  causes  the  retention  in  the  part  of  sufficient 
blood  and  effete  matter  to  proye  gently  irritant  or  ezoifant  as  the 
action  of  the  cold  ceases,  and  the  tissues  again  relax.  No  sooner, 
howeTor,  has  the  cold  ceased  than  this  moderately  irritant  aetioia 
induces  an  increased  circulation  and  organic  action,  and  thertby 
increase  d  het  and  redness,  and  this  constitutes  the  reaction  from 
the  eflfocts  of  cold  When  the  re-action  thus  induced  is  moderate, 
it  soon  disappears  and  the  sensation  of  warmth,  whieh  aceomp^ 
nies  it,  is  pleasant  rather  than  otherwise.  In  persons  with  las  tis- 
sues and  morbid  susceptibility,  these  slight  reactions  from  tiie 
temporary  application  of  cold,  repeated  at  suitable  intervals,  may 
be  made  to  act  as  an  efficient  tonic.  But  if  the  application  of  cold 
be  more  protracted  or  intense,  the  altered  density  together  widi 
the  stasis  of  blood  and  fluids,  so  alters  and  excites  the  tissues  csi 
the  return  of  warmth,  that  the  re-action  constitutes  inflammation. 
The  latter  may  end  in  the  formation  of  chilblains^  in  suppui  ation^ 
or  m  gangrene* 

It  is  the  long  continued  influence  of  a  moderate  degree  ef  ooM 
which  induces  results  of  the  most  etiological  importance.  In  snob 
cases,  the  degree  of  cold  is  not  sufficient  to  induce  rapid  changes, 
but  its  long  continuance  gradually  lowers  down  the  susceptibility 
of  the  tissues,  and  sooner  or  later,  aocumuktes  in  them  sttflkdent 
eflfote  matter  from  the  diminution  of  organic  action  and  secretion 
to  disturb  the  various  functions  of  the  body.  Such  disturbanesi 
however,  will  always  be  of  an  asthenic  or  depressed  character. 

The  poor,  during  the  cold  season  of  the  year,  not  unfteqpie&dly 
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siifl^r  from  this  protrnctrd  inflvenee  ofmof^orate  coH,  often  deter-- 
mining  in  them  tlie  ilevelopcment  of  fevers  of  a  low  gmcle. 

H  nee,  Dr.  Wood  very  justly  remarks,  that,  -'the  long  contin- 
neA  influence  of  a  moderate  degree  of  eohl  is  npt't^  weir  out  the* 
powers  of  reaction,  especially  when  aisled  by  want  of  fixnl,  and  oth- 
er fle«lative  agenciee  A  state  of  the  system  is  thu-*  produced,  high- 
ly favorable  to  typhous  ar.d  scorbutic  diseases;  and  when  the  in- 
dividual may  bo  attacked  with  another  disease,  ov  n  though  in- 
fl>mmat  ry,  it  is  apt  to  assume  a  low  asthenic,  or  typhoid  cliarac- 
ter. 

I  uelieve.  also,  that  a  strong  predi-^po^i  ion  may  thus  be  devel- 
oped to  phthisis  or  scrofuht,  or  an  existing  pre-dispositiuii  to  these* 
affections  called  into  action.'' 

It  is  not  probable,  that,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  cold  in  depressing  the  properties  and  functions  of 
the  system,  is  of  itnclfsuflicient  t<»  give  rise  t»  the  developcment  of 
fevers  of  an  asthenic  grade;  in  other  word.^,  ii  is  n  t  ortun  a  d.rect 
excitinif  -ause  ;  but  acts  nither  as  one  of  t  e  m^st  importiint  ///e- 
cIi>/io«9m;.'' influences.  By  retarding  the  orgnuic  changes  and  de-- 
pressing  the  properties,  it  (/e/e/7ni*//e^  Mc  iT^/z/c;  of  fever,  on  the* 
occurrence  of  another  exciting  cause,  without  being  sufiicient  of  it- 
self to  dtivelope  the  moi*o  active  morhiii  plieno  iicni.  Thu^,  most 
of  the  wide-spread  and  fatal  epi  leiuics  of /^y/A/^9,  have  prevailed 
in  the  winter  ;  and  many  of  them  in  the  midst  of  extraordinary 
oold  ones. 

It  is  during  the  same  season  of  the  year  also,  that  this  disease  is 
i^t  to  occur,  and  prevail  with  severity,  in  militiry  camps,  where 
large  numbers  are  but  imperfectly  sheltered  from  the  c-oM  fur  sev- 
eral successive  weeks.  Under  all  circumstances,  the  injurious  ef- 
fects are  greatly  increased  by  the  coincidence  of  sufficient  nour- 
ishment. This  is  not  owing  solely  to  the  deficiency  of  nutritions. 
material  in  the  blood  from  the  want  of  a  proper  supply, 
but  partly  also,  to  the  fact  that  notive  digestion  directly  increaneSv 
the  production  of  animal  heat  in  a  noted  degree.  This  is  easily 
demonstrated  by  direct  experiment,  as  sh<iwn  by  me  in  an  essay 
read  to  the  Ainerioaa  Medical  A^iaociatiua  during  iti  auuual  mee(-> 
log  in  May,  1851. 
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On  the  Remedial  a?id  Ancnsthetic  uses  of  intense  cold.     By 
James  Arnott,  M.D.,  London. 

Although  the  subjects  of  the  remedial  efficacy  of  congelation 
and  local  anaesthesia  from  cold  have  been  for  some  years  before 
the  public,  they  are  as  yet  but  little  understood  and  appreciated. 
This  has  resulted,  partly  from  their  having  been  imperfectly  ex- 
plained, in  consequence  of  the  publications  respecting  them  being 
severally  incomplete,  and  partly  from  the  strength  of  the  prejudice 
against  extreme  cold.  Dr.  Rowley,  who,  in  his  attack  on  cowpoX| 
declared  that  the  accounts  which  he  had  heard  of  the  terrible  ef- 
fects of  communicating  the  ^' cruel  and  beastly"  disease  were 
enough  to  '*  freeze  the  soul,"  was  probably  not  more  horror- 
stricken  than  some  have  been  by  the  proposal  to  freeze  the  body  f 
and  the  introducer  of  vaccination  was  hardly  more  abused  than  the 
proposer  of  congelation  has  been.  It  is  in  the  hope  that  this  pre- 
judice may  be  thereby  abated,  and  the  subject  rendered  better 
understood,  that  the  following  brief  statement  is  published.  Even 
in  France,  where  both  the  remedial  and  anaesthelic  uses  of  in- 
tense cold  have  been  turned  to  account  for  some  time  by  M.  Yel- 
peau,  and  other  leading  practitioners,  there  is  still  much  doubt 
about  the  best  mode  of  applying  the  agent.  In  a  paper  in  the 
Bulletin  de  Therapeutique,  of  the  15th  ult.,  M.  Richet,  Surgeon 
of  the  Hospital  Saint  Antoine  in  Paris,  reports  thirteen  operations 
in  which  local  ansesthesia  had  been  produced  by  the  very  imper- 
fect means  of  the  quick  evaporation  of  ether. 

As  no  remedy  has  been  longer  in  use,  and  few  are  more  valued 
than  the  local  application  of  moderate  degrees  of  cold,  or  a  temper- 
^  ature  ranging  from  that  of  dissolving  ice  to  about  70  degrees  of 
Fahrenheit,  it  may  at  first  appear  singular,  that  a  greater  or  more 
powerful  remedial  efiect  should  not  have  been  sought  by  increas- 
ing the  dose  of  the  agent,  or  employing  a  lower  temperature,  in 
the  same  manner  as  we  have  sought  and  found  much  greater  re- 
medial benefit  in  many  cases  by  using  mercury,  antimony,  quinine, 
and  other  drugs,  in  larger  doses  than  had  been  customary.  The 
reason  is  that  medical  men  were  under  a  most  erroneous  impres- 
sion respecting  the  effects  of  very  low  temperatures  on  the  body. 
Because  a  temperature  of  zero  stops  tb'*  /*i»/*..i.tion,  and  beeanser 
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the  vitality  of  a  part  has  been  lost  by  its  long- continued  congela- 
tion, whether  caused  by  exposure  to  severe  cold  in  winter,  or  by 
the  incautious  use  of  ice  in  hernia  and  other  diseases,  it  was  hast- 
ily and  erroneously  inferred  that  there  was  danger  of  loss  of  vital- 
ity from  short'COJitmued  congelation.  The  mistake  would  not  be 
greater  to  infer  from  the  fact,  because  a  long-continued  stoppage 
of  the  circulation  through  a  limb  from  an  improper  application  of 
a  bandage  has  occasioned  gangrene,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
use  the  tourniquet  in  operations. 

The  correction  of  this  error  will  be  deemed  of  no  little  import- 
ance when  it  is  considered  that  in  short-continued  congelation, 
judiciously  applied,  we  have  an  unfailing  means  of  immediately 
arresting  inflammation  wherever  it  can  be  reached  by  the  remedy ; 
of  not  only  giving  speedy  relief  from  pain  in  many  diseases,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  organic  changes  produced  by  it,  of  obviating 
the  return  of  pain ;  and  in  malignant  disease,  of  producing  an 
amount  of  benefit  much  exceeding  that  yet  accomplished  by  other 
means.  Although  much  inferior  in  importance  to  these  results, 
it  is  yet  another  great  benefit  conferred  by  intense  cold,  that  the 
pain  which  would  be  otherwise  caused  by  the  greater  number  of 
surgical  operations  can  be  prevented  by  it  with  perfect  safety ; 
and  not  only  can  pain  be  prevented,  but  the  inflammation  proceed- 
ing from  the  surgeon's  knife,  that  so  often  proves  fatal,  may  also 
be  obviated  by  the  same  means,  and  with  almost  equal  certainty. 
It  will  be  proper  to  consider  the  remedial  and  anaesthetic  effects  of 
intense  cold  separately ;  but  before  doing  so,  it  is  necessary  to 
mention  how  this  degree  of  cold  is  produced  and  applied,  as  well 
as  to  attempt  an  explanation  of  its  mode  of  operatioD. 

That  degree  of  cold  may  be  called  intense  which  immediately 
benumbs  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied,  speedily  stops  the  circa- 
lation  through  it,  and  congeals  the  adipose  matter.  I  have  usu- 
ally produced  these  efibcts  by  placing  what  are  termed  frigorific 
mixtures  either  immediately  in  contact  with  the  skin  or  mucuous 
membrane,  by  means  of  a  net  of  thin  guaze  containing  them,  or 
by  allowing  them  to  act  through  thin  bladders,  or  metallic  vessels 
of  appropriate  form ;  but  there  are  various  other  ways  of  effecting 
the  same  object,  some  of  which  are  preferable  for  certain  purposes. 
Substances  passing  rapidly  from  the  solid  to  the  fluid,  or  from  the 
fluid  to  the  aeriform  state,  strongly  abstract  caloric  from  other  bodies 
in  contact  with  them  ;  and  substances,  either  solid  fluid,  or  seriformi 
already  suflliciently  cooled  by  artificial  means,  may  be  placed  in 
contact  with  the  part ;  the  first,  as  solid  metallic  balls  of  appropri* 
ate  shape ;  the  latter  two,  when  forming  strong  currents.  When 
cold  is  produced  by  the  common  frigorific  mixture  of  ice  and  salt, 
and  applied  by  means  of  a  guaze  bag  or  net,  the  following  is  a  con- 
nient  mode  of  proceeding  : — If  the  congelation  is  not  to  be  ex- 
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tensWe  or  long  continued,  a  piece  of  ice  of  the  size  of  a  large 
orange  will  be  safficient.  This  is  well  pounded  in  a  coarse  cloth 
or  bi^,  and  the  powder  being  placed  upon  a  large  sheet  of  paper, 
is  thoroughly  mixed,  by  means  of  a  paper  folder,  with  about  half 
its  weight  of  common  salt.  The  mixture  is  then  put  into  a  net  of 
about  four  inches  diameter,  and  as  soon  as  it  l>o;^ins  to  dissolve,  it 
is  ready  to  be  applied.  The  net  is  not  kept  motionless  on  the  part, 
but  is  frequently  raised  in  order  that  iVrsh  particles  of  the  mix- 
ture may  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  skin  ;  and  the  water  that 
escapes  from  it  may  be  absorbed  by  a  8[K)nge,  or  allowed  to  fall 
into  a  basin  placed  underneath.  If  the  surface  to  be  acted  upon 
is  of  small  extent,  a  very  thin  and  lar^e  copper  spoon  containing 
the  mixture  or  a  solid  brass  ball  of  aJ>'jut  a  pound  weight,  which 
has  been  immersed  in  ice  and  salt,  will  oi'ten  answer  and  be  a 
neater  mode  than  the  net. 

The  moment  a  guaze  net,  or  a  thin  metallic  vessel  containing 
ioe  and  salt,  is  applied  to  the  skin,  it  is  benumbed  There  is 
hardly  a  sensation  of  cold  produced,  and  no  tingling  or  smarting. 
If  the  contact  of  the  frigorific  be  continued  a  lew  seconds  longer, 
the  surface  becomes  suddenly  wiyie,  in  consequence,  doubtless,  of 
the  arrest  of  the  circulation;  and  this  cl^an^e  of  color  is  attended 
with  a  slight  smarting  like  that  pro  luce  1  b/  mu-siard.  There  is 
now  complete  aniesthesia,  which,  if  the  fii;iorific  be  allowed  to  act, 
another  change  is  produced — the  adipose  mati'-T  under  the  skin  is 
congealed,  snd  the  part  becomes  hard  as  Hell  as  white.  The  depth 
to  which  the  benumbing  influence  of  cold  will  extend  depends  upon 
a  Tariety  of  circumstances,  as  the  dejrree  of  cold,  the  duration  of 
the  application,  the  vascularity  of  the  part,  whether  preASure  is 
naed  or  the  circulation  is  su^^rjended.  ^c  ,  ke.  After  the  usual 
application  of  cold  for  anaesthesia,  the  ciiculation  soon  returns  to 
the  part,  and  the  skin  assum^.^s  a  rel  cjI  >r  a  riyjh  la^ts  for  several 
boon.  If  the  conge latiju  has  been  considerable,  there  is  now 
some  smarting  felt,  unless  the  natural  heat  be  Oiore  gradually  re- 
stored by  pouring  cAd  w..ter  on  the  part,  or  by  placing  on  it  a 
little  poiuided  ice,  or  a  blaiier  coniainiKg  iced  water.  If  the  ap- 
plication has  not  exceeded  the  first  stages,  there  is  no  smarting  and 
no  neeessity,  therefore,  for  such  precautions. 

The  redness  produced  does  not,  as  mi^ht  at  first  sight  be  sup- 
posed, indicate  an  inflammatory  conditioa.  but  the  very  reverse. 
The  tonicity  of  the  small  arteries  appears  to  be  lessened  or  sus- 
pended far  a  time,  and  instea^i  cf  being  inflamed,  the  part  is  rend- 
ered onsoseepdble  of  inflaiamatjon.  Farts  cut  after  congelation 
heal  by  adhesion  or  tLe  first  intention  more  quickly  than  they 
otherwise  would :  and.  as  Xias  airea^J  v  been  sai  1.  we  por^ess  in  this 
expediMit  a  certain  and  proj^pi  reuiT'iy  for  txtrj  inflammation  ac- 
rssiihle  to  its  cosplele  u&fluti&ce. 
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I.  Remedial  Uses  of  Intense  Cold. — The  remedial  qualities 
ef  intense  cold  may  be  described  as  antiphlogistic,  anodyne  or 
sedative,  and  specific ;  and  it  is  useful  in  the  diseases  for  which 
other  remedies  possessing  these  qualities  have  been  employed,  viz., 
in  inflammatory,  painful  or  irritative,  and  malignant  diseases. 
The  circumstance  which  limits  its  application  in  these,  is  the  im- 
possibility of  extending  its  influence  beyond  a  certain  extent  or 
depth,  although  it  is  certain  from  its  effects  in  deep-seated  disease, 
that  this  influence,  whether  it  be  direct  or  sympathetic,  is  more 
extensive  than  would  at  first  be  supposed.  It  may  be  laid  down 
as  a  rule,  that  in  every  case  in  which  the  local  application  of  mod- 
erate degrees  of  cold  has  been  found  of  service,  the  use  of  well 
regulated  congelation  would  prove  much  more  useful ;  and  in 
those  diseases  of  similar  character,  in  which  moderate  cold  has  not 
been  employed  from  the  idea  that  their  seat  was  beyond  its  reach, 
congelation  might  be  tried  with  reasonable  hope  of  success.  In- 
tense cold  has  this  immense  advantage  over  other  powerful  reme- 
dies of  the  same  class,  that  may  be  used  with  impunity — if  it  does 
no  good  it  will  do  no  harm.  Who  will  venture  to  aflirm  this  of 
bleeding,  mercury,  antimony,  opium,  chloroform,  arsenic  ?  Neither 
in  my  own  practice,  nor  (so  far  as  I  can  learn)  in  the  practice  of 
others,  has  there  been  any  untoward  result  from  the  use  of  con- 
gelation. Its  action  being  confined  to  the  diseased  part,  and  not 
uselesslv  expended  on  the  rest  of  the  system,  affords  the  explana- 
tion. Other  topical  remedies  have  much  the  same  character  for 
safety,  but  what  other  expedient  of  this  class  has  a  tenth  part  of 
the  power  of  intense  cold  'I 

Instead  of  enumerating  the  diseases  in  which  this  agent  has 
been  employed  according  to  the  above  classification,  I  shall  men- 
tion, first,  those  in  which  it  has  been  more  or  less  successful ;  and 
second,  those  in  which  it  might,  reasoning  from  analogy,  be  tried 
with  hope  of  advautagc.  In  administering  intense  cold  as  a  reme- 
dy, the  common  or  a  more  powerful  frigorific  has  been  generally 
applied  directly  to  the  part,  or  with  the  intervention  only  of  the 
thin  gauze  containing  it ;  and  the  duration  of  the  congelation  has 
been  from  one  to  ten  minutes. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1849,  I  requested  the  house-sur^i^eon 
of  Brighton  dispensary  t  j  apprise  me  of  every  cas>e  of  acute  lum- 
bago that  came  unier  his  notice,  and  in  all  of  these  amounting  to 
nine,  I  employed  congelation  with  perfect  and  permanent  success. 
The  net  containing  the  ice  and  salt  was  passed  to  and  fro  for  five 
minutes,  over  a  surface  of  about  eight  by  four  inches,  the  skin  be- 
ing blanched  during  the  whole  of  this  period.  In  only  two  or 
three  cases  was  it  necessary  to  apply  the  remedy  twi^e.  Several 
of  the  patients  rose  immediaiely  afterwards  from  their  beds  to 
which  they  had  long  been  confined.  In  most  coses  of  chronic  rhea- 


UDfKDIAL  AKD  AK JESTHBTIC  U«26  OF  IMf SHSB  COLD.  21 

matism,  the  remedy  has  been  equally  successful ;  and  this,  on  ac- 
count of  the  frequency  of  the  disease,  is  one  of  its  most  valuable 
applications.  Sciatica  has  generally  yielded  to  it,  but  by  no  means 
^o  easily.  In  acute  rheumatism,  the  local  inflammation  of  the 
joints  18,  by  this  means,  invariably  and  completely  relieved,  and 
that  portion  of  the  accompanying  fever  thence  arising,  is  conse- 
quently removed.  The  disease,  thus  treated,  will  run  a  painless 
course  of  about  a  week's  duration.  In  no  case,  of  about  a  dozen 
in  which  congelation  was  almost  exclusively  employed,  was  ttiere 
extension  of  inflammation  to  tho  heart ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  best  plan  of  preventing  this,  is  to  subdue  the  inflammation  of 
the  joints  from  which  it  generally  originates.  I  did  not  use  the 
remedy  in  cases  wher  j  the  heart  was  already  affected,  though  I 
have  since  learned  that  congelation  is  employed  in  the  hospital  at 
Vienna  (where  it  was  introduced  some  years  ago  by  Dr.  Waters  of 
'Chester,)  as  an  application  to  the  chest  in  ih^'umatic  carditis.  That 
this  affection  of  the  heart  would  occasionally  occur  during  the 
treatment  of  acute  rheumatism  by  congelation  is  very  i  robable,  be- 
cause it  often  arises,  as  the  same  affection  of  the  joint  does,  from  a 
morbid  condition  of  the  blood  over  which  the  remedy  can  have  no 
control ;  and  that  such  an  occurrence,  in  the  present  feeling  on  the 
subject,  would  be  called  metastassis  from  cold,  is  very  certain ; 
bat  I  «n  convinced  that  it  will  yet  be  acknowledged,  though  pro- 
bably after  many  years  that  this  afiecticn  would  be  much  decreased 
in  fi^uency  by  the  adoption  of  any  means  capable  of  quickly  sub- 
duing the  accompanying  arthritis.  When  it  is  considered  what  an 
immense  amount  of  eventual  mischief  arises  from  the  organic  dis- 
ease of  the  heart  that  occurs  under  the  common  modes  of  treating 
rheumatic  fever,  to  say  nothing  of  the  patient's  present  sufferings 
and  tedious  confinement,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  prejudice  should 
oppose  any  means  of  greater  promise.  In  rheumatic  gout,  the 
relief  has  been  as  marked  from  congelation  as  in  lumbago.  In  or- 
dinary inflammation  of  the  joints  it  has  also  been  exceedingly  use- 
ful. Ophthalmia  has  been  immediately  cured  by  keeping  the 
frigorfic  in  contact  with  the  gently  closed  eye-lid  for  three  or  four 
minutes.  Glandular  inflammation  in  the  neck  and  groin,  yield  to 
a  high  degree  of  cold  with  equal  facility.  I  have  been  to  d 
that  in  orchitis,  its  beneficial  operation  is  immediate;  and  I 
have  little  doubt  that,  from  its  closeness  to  the  surface,  the  ureth- 
ral inflammation  causing  orchitb,  would  be  quickly  suppressed. 
Congelation  has  often  at  once  converted  an  irritable  into  an 
healing  ulcer,  though  sometimes  the  patient  has  complained  of  the 
pain  of  the  operation  ;  it  is  probable  that  had  the  salt  in  the  mix- 
ture  been  prevented  coming  m  contact  with  the  irritable  surfiice, 
thip  would  have  been  in  a  great  degree  prevented.  Certain  acute 
inflammatnij  wShdUmB  of  the  skin  are  equally  under  its  inlla- 
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ence,  as  erysipelas,  eczema,  impetigo.  It  has  not  often  failed  in 
purigo,  but  in  only  one  case  of  psoriasis  has  it  appeared  to  be  of 
service.  Painful  nodes  are  at  once  relieved  by  this  means,  and  the 
inflammation  subdued.  I  have  only  used  congelation  in  carbun- 
cle as  an  anaesthetic  previously  to  cutting  it,  but  it  is  probable 
(  ju(Jging  from  its  effects  in  severe  boils)  that  the  incisions  might 
have  been  dispensed  with.  It  has  been  mentioned  to  me  that  severe 
cold  has  been  employed  with  the  same  view  in  whitlow,  of  which 
itis  certainly  a  perfect  care.  The  inflammation  following  sprains, 
contusions  and  other  similar  injuries  is  perfectly  under  its  influ- 
enc<J  ;  and  the  same  maybe  said  of  burns.  In  one  of  my  publi- 
cations on  the  subject,  I  have  related  the  excellent  and  speedy  ef- 
fect of  congelation  in  a  case  meningitis,  and  also  in  a  case  of  per- 
itonitis ;  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  trying  it  in  other  af- 
fections of  this  description.  Headache  of  various  kinds  has  at 
once  yielded  to  the  application,  for  a  minute,  of  a  frigorific  over  the 
painful  part ;  and  in  neuralgia  afffecting  the  side,  it  has  generally 
proved  efiicacious.  In  neuralgia  attacking  the  face  and  other  parts, 
it  has  often  succeeded  and  often  faile  I.  If  the  seat  of  the  disease 
be  deep  in  the  brain,  little  can  be  hoped  from  this  remedy,  although 
there  are  few  obstinate  cases  of  neuralgia  in  which  it  does  not  de- 
serve a  trial.  Toothache  is  generally  at  once  relieved  by  it  if 
properly  applied ;  and  there  is  no  remedy  for  the  painful  afiection 
of  the  mouth  caused  by  mercury  comparable  to  congelation.  A 
spoonful  of  dissolving  ice  and  salt  is  repeatedly  put  into  the  mouth, 
until  it  becomes  benumbed.  In  one  case  of  severe  scurvy  of  the 
gums,  where  I  feared  a  loss  of  the  teeth,  extensive  congelation  of 
the  gums  immediately  arrested  the  disease. 

In  many  of  the  diseases  just  enumerated,  the  promptness  of  the 
cure  is  as  remarkable  as  its  certainty.  In  military  and  hospital 
practice  this  advantage  is  very  prominent. 

In  cancer  the  efflects  of  congealation  have  been  various.  Prom 
my  own  experience,  and  that  of  others,  I  think  that  in  early  stages 
and  when  from  its  size  the  tumor  can  be  thoroughly  brought  under 
the  influence  of  the  remedy,  it  will  be  cured  by  it.  In  all  stages 
the  progress  of  cancer  will  be  arrested  or  retarded,  and  the  paia 
accompanying  it  assuaged.  The  difficulty  in  advanced  cases  is  to 
cause  a  sufficient  degree  of  heat  and  cold  to  pervade  the  tumor. — 
The  French  translator  of  a  recent  paper  of  mine  on  the  snbject(L*- 
Union  Medicate  for  May,)  thinks  that  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
cysts  in  cancerous  tumors  may  facilitate  this.  But  if  layer  after 
layer  is  acted  upon,  it  may  be  enough.  In  cancer  of  the  womb  the 
frigorific  is  applied  by  way  of  a  speculum,  and  one  stronger  than 
ice  and  common  salt  will  generally  be  required.  The  opinion  of 
Dr.  Hughes  Bennett  respecting  the  nature  of  cancer  have  much 
influenced  the  mode  in  lyhich  I  have  used  congelation  in  its  treat- 
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ment  M.  Yelpeau  states  in  his  recent  elaborate  work  on  diseases 
of  the  breast,  that  he  has  employed  long- continued  congelation 
as  a  substitute  for  caustic  in  cancer ;  but  of  this  effect  of  the  agent 
I  have  no  knowledge. 

There  are  other  diseases  in  the  treatment  of  which  severe  cold 
would  probably  be  very  useful.  It  might  be  applied  with  such 
a  hope  to  the  spine  in  tetanus,  or  to  the  scalp  in  certain  varieties  of 
mania.  After  gun-shot  and  other  severe  wounds,  it  would  prove  a 
powerful  preventive  and  cure  of  inflammation.  Even  in  pleuritis 
and  other  deep-seated  inflammation  of  the  chest,  as  well  as  in  vari- 
ous uterine  affections,  benefit  might  rationally  be  expected  from  it. 
In  two  cases  of  epidemic  cholera,  I  administered  a  succession  of 
draughts  of  a  temperature  of  about  25^  Fahrenheit,  with  appar« 
ently  excellent  effect ;  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  application  of 
cold  to  the  interior  of  the  stomach,  which  as  appears  by  the  recent- 
ly published  report  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  is  the  only  treat- 
ment of  cholera  which  has  been  unanimously  approved  of,  has  not 
been  carried  far  enough.  If  the  irritation  of  the  mucous  n^em- 
brane  be  considerable  (as  it  must  be,  to  account  for  tie  exhausting 
and  fatal  discharges,)  the  temperature  of  ice  merely  is  not  sufficient 
to  subdue  it. 

II.  Anccsthetic  Uses  of  severe  Cold, — As  patients  now  expect 
to  have  every  operation  performed  without  pain,  both  they  and 
their  surgeons  will  be  glad  to  have  an  easy  and  agreeable  means 
of  accomplishing  this,  in  all  the  common  operations,  unaccompa- 
nied with  the  dangers  of  chloroform.  What  can  be  less  trouble- 
some in  opening  an  abscess,  for  instance,  or  making  a  cutaneous  in- 
cision, than  touching  the  skin  for  a  moment  with  a  brass  ball  that 
has  been  immersed  for  a  few  minutes  in  ice  and  salt,  or  a  thin  spoon 
filled  with  such  a  mixture  ?  It  is  true,  that  in  deep-seated  opera- 
tions soch  a  means  can  only  suspend  the  sensibility  of  the  skin  ; 
but  it  is  the  incision  of  the  skin  which  constitutes  the  most  painful 
part  of  every  operation  and  if  this  be  benumbed,  a  smaller,  and  con- 
sequently less  hazardous  dose  of  ether  or  chloroform  than  has  usu- 
ally been  administered,  would  be  enough  to  remove  the  sensibili- 
ty of  the  other  tissues.  These  deep-seated  operations,  however, 
constitute  a  small  minority,  and  if  the  list  recorded  deaths  from 
etherization  be  referred  to  (now  amounting  to  more  than  fifty)  it 
will  be  found  that  in  three-fourths  of  the  number,  complete  an- 
aesthesia might  have  been  produced  with  perfect  safety  by  cold. 

M.  Yelpeau,  who  introduced  anaesthesia  from  cold  into  France, 
has,  in  a  lecture  on  the  subject  recently  reported  in  the  Gazette 
des  Hospitaux,  expressed  the  doubt,  whether  in  some  operations, 
the  hardening  of  tissues  might  not  prevent  their  being  cut  with 
ease.  I  have  not  found  this  to  be  the  case,  nor  does  he  himself 
allude  to  this  disadvantage,  when,  in  his  work  on  diseases  of  the 
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breast,  he  mentions  that  he  has  excised  tumors  after  ansesibesiai 
from  cold. 

The  fear  of  re-action  I  have  already  adverted  to  in  in  the  prefa- 
tory observations.  Instead  of  re-action  by  beins  produced,  the 
anaesthetic  is  a  preventive  of  inflammation  from  the  wound ;  and 
were  it  used  for  this  purpose  alone,  it  would  be  invaluable. 

Local  anaesthesia  from  cold  may,  as  has  already  been  observed, 
be  produced  in  a  great  variety  of  ways.  Some  of  these  may  ber 
applied  so  as  to  cause  immediate  congelation,  but  it  is  questiona- 
ble whether  the  anaesthesia  is  not  more  extensive  and  lasting  wheir 
more  slowly  caused.  Such  details,  however,  are  unsuited  to  ther 
general  view  of  the  subject  intended  by  the  present  communica- 
tion, which,  I  fear,  ha?  already  exceeded  its  proper  bounds. — jBcP- 
inburgh  Monthly  Jour,  of  Med.  Science. 


Remarks  upon  the  Use  of  Beverages  in  Sickness.     By  L.  A^ 
DuQAS,  M.  D» 

Without  intending  for  a  moment  to  undervalue  the  importance 
of  a  judicious  selection  of  the  more  active  remedial  agents  in  the 
treatment  of  disease,  the  writer  nevertheless  feels  persuaded  that 
much  of  the  success  of  these,  very  often  depends  upon  the  use  of 
proper  adjuvants.  The  signal  advantages  frequently  derived  from 
the  opportune  administration  of  an  enema,  a  foot  bath,  cold  effa- 
sion  to  the  head,  or  even  a  cup  of  tea,  broth  or  gruef,  must  have 
been  obvious  to  every  discerning  practitioner.  And  yet  it  is  only 
at  the  bedside  that  the  young  physician  can  derive  much  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject,  as  these  matters  of  detail,  cannot  be  or  are 
not  included  in  such  works  of  general  practice  as  are  usually 
placed  in  their  hands.     Treatises  and  Lectures  upon  the  general 

Srinciples  of  Practice  are  unfortunately  but  little  relished  by  stu^ 
ents,  while  they  read  and  listen  with  avidity  to  specific  plans  of 
treatment,  and  never  fail  to  note  down  any  recipe  that  may  be 

E reposed.  The  more  violent,  heroic  and  perturbatin^  methods  are, 
owever,  gradually  giving  way  to  milder  and  more  judicious  med- 
ication ;  and  palliatives  consequently  increase  in  importance. 
The  skill  of  the  practitioner  will  be  found  to  consist  more  in  the 
relief  of  existing  symptoms  than  in  the  prescription  of  special 
formulae  learnt  by  rote  and  aimed  at  a  name. 

The  use  of  aqueous  beverages,  especially  in  acute  affections,  i» 
now  so  common  that  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  indiflbrence  whether 
the  patient  partake  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  many  varieties 
ordinarily  resorted  to.  The  belief  that  the  water  they  contain  is 
the  sole  agent  of  value  in  their  administration  is  too  exclusive, 
d  prevails  to  too  great  a  degree.    By  the  ingestion  of  large 


mi  OF  BXVJBBAGBa  IN  SICKNB8S.  26 

qomtities  of  water,  and  the  great  facility  with  which  it  is  imbibed 
by  the  coats  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  carried  into  the  portal 
Bj'stem,  and  from  thence  introduced  into  the  general  circulation, 
the  blood  is  diluted  and  rendered  less  plastic,  whilst  the  repletion 
of  the  Tessela  thus  induced,  gives  increased  activity  to  the  emuno- 
tories — vis.,  the  skin,  lungs,  and  kidneys.  The  experiments  of 
M:igendie  demonstrate  very  satisfactorily  that  the  secretions  are 
increased  in  a  direct  ratio  with  the  repletion  of  the  blood  vessels, 
and  vi  e  versa ;  that  absorption  is  promoted  m  proportion  to  the  di- 
miiintion  of  the  circulating  mass.  While,  therefore,  in  the  treats 
mentof  acute  diseases,  which  are  generally  inflammatory,  copious 
beverages  are  usually  found  to  be  useful,  by  diminishing  the  plas-^ 
ticity  of  the  blood,  and  promoting  the  elimination  of  noxious  or 
effete  principles,  their  propriety  is  very  questionable  when  it  be- 
Gomes  necessary  to  favor  absorption,  as  is  frequently  the  case  in 
chronic  engorgements,  serous  effusions,  or  other  deposits.  When 
venesection  is  practiced,  the  volume  of  blood  abstracted  is  very  bood 
repl*iced  by  water ;  whereas,  by  withholding  such  beverage,  the- 
partial  vacuum  of  the  vessels  brings  into  them  the  circumjacent 
fluids  with  whatever  disintegrated  matters  they  may  hold  in  solu- 
tion. Thus  it  is  that  we  may  satisfactorily  account  for  the  agency 
of  ueplctionand  abstinence  in  the  promotion  of  absorption.  Yet  it 
cannot  be  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  the  drink  be  acid  or  al« 
kaline,  stimulating  or  sedative,  mucilaginous  or  acrid,  lajcative  or 
astringent,  nutricious  or  not.  We  resort  daily  to  beverages  which| 
in  adtlition  to  the  diluent  property  of  water,  unquestionably  pre- 
sent or  more  of  the  peculiarites  just  referred  to ;  and  we  should 
ejsdeavor  tit  select  such  as  may  be  best  adopted  to  each  particular 
(stse*  A  brief  ennmeration  of  some  of  those  in  common  use,  and 
nn  appreciation  of  their  peculiarities,  may  enable  us  to  present 
iiur  views  more  forcibly.  They  may  be  advantageously  arranged 
under  distinct  heads,  indicative  of  their  most  prominent  properties, 
DlxuuNTH. — Of  all  beverages,  water,  at  the  ordinary  tempera- 
taie  vi'  spring  or  well  water,  will  be  generally  found  the  most 
agieeable,  as  well  as  the  best,  when  the  desired  effect  be  simply  to 
alluy  thirst  or  to  dilute  the  blood.  Indeed,  the  cravings  of  nature 
m>  strongly  indicate  the  propriety  of  cold  water  as  a  Average,  in 
tlto  fevers  <'f  our  climate,  that  one  cannot  look  back  without  m 
sense  of  honor  upon  the  time  when  patients  were  pertinaceously 
d  led  this  luxury  notwithstanding  their  heart-rending  entreatiea ; 
^hon  tliey  were  compelled  to  linger  through  long  attacks  of  sick- 
nesB,  with  parched  lips  and  cnickeid  tongue,  lest  a  sip  of  cold  water 
might  perchaDCO  disagree  with  the  stomach,  check  the  perspira- 
tioui  or  expose  them  to  niereurial  salivation !  In  no  particular 
lisM  iBodem  pnctioe  displayed  more  good  sense  and  humaoitji  uiii^ 
k«  it  be  in  the  ahdifcionof  chains  and  the  kib  in  the  tieatmeat 
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of  insanity,  than  in  allowing  the  sick  the  free  use  of  cold  drinks, 
especially  in  Southern  fevers.  A  draught  of  good  cold  water  will 
often  act  like  a  charm,  quieting  the  stomach,  and  inducing  copious 
excretions  from  the  skin,  kidneys  and  lungs. 

The  facility  with  which  ice  is  now  procured  in  most  of  our 
towns,  has  led  to  the  very  free  use  of  iced  water ;  and,  however 
gratefhl  and  beneficial  this  may  be  in  many  casos,  there  are  circum- 
stances in  which  the  propriety  of  its  use  is  at  least  questionable. 
In  irritability  of  the  stomach,  with  or  without  phlogosia  of  this 
yiscus,  iced  water  very  generally  gives  great  relief;  but  in  afifec- 
tions  of  the  bowels,  we  think  it  decidedly  objectionable.  In  both 
diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  its  bad  effects  are  almost  immediately 
marked  by  the  supervention  of  pain  and  a  desire  to  go  to  stool.  It 
should  also  be  avoided  in  all  colicky  affections,  whether  partaking 
of  the  nature  of  obstructiv^ns,  of  spasms  or  of  flatulency.  In  bowel 
affections  we  always  give  the  preferen.*e  to  warm  or  hot  drinks. 
According  to  our  bed-side  observations,  iced  beverages  should  be 
also  avoided  in  pulmonary  diseases,  and  in  affections  of  the  head. 
We  have  frequently  found  them  to  induce  paroxysms  of  couching 
and  dyspnoea,  lung  complaints,  as  well  as  pain  and  cerebral  dis- 
turbance in  affections  of  the  brain,  while  tepid  or  warm  drinks  do 
Dot  produce  such  effects.  The  rationale  of  such  consequences  is  so 
evident  as  scarcely  to  need  an  explanation.  The  principle  is  here 
the  same  as  that  upon  which  we  account  for  the  injurious  effects 
resulting  from  the  exposure  of  one  part  of  the  body  to  cold  when 
another  part  is  predisposed  to  or  actually  suffering  from  inflamma- 
tion. No  one  would  think  of  plunging  in  iced  water  the  feet  of 
a  patient  laboring  under  affections  of  the  bowels,  thorax,  or  head ; 
nor  should  the  stomach  be  filled  with  iced  water  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, although  this  organ  may  be  benefitted  by  cold  appli- 
cations of  the  kind  to  its  own  surface  when  this  is  afikcted.  The 
same  remarks  may  be  applied  to  acuta  affections  of  the  skin,  and 
old  women  are  therefore  not  wrong  in  objecting  to  iced  drinks  in 
scarlatina,  measles,  and  small- pox,  however  much  they  may  err  in 
insisting  upon  keeping  the  body  excessively  warm. 

•In  the  cold  stage  of  our  fevers,  we  think  warm  drinks  prefer- 
rable  to  cold  ones.  They  hasten  the  termination  of  the  chill  and 
bring  on  perspiration  much  sooner ;  and  though  they  may  be  more 
apt  to  induce  emesis,  the  very  efforts  to  vomit  materially  deter- 
mine the  circulation  to  the  surface,  and  consequently  abridge  the 
cold  stage. 

DiMULCBNTS.— Under  this  head  we  may  plpx^e  all  the  macilag- 
iaous  infusions,  as  those  of  Flaxseed,  Slippery-elm  bark,  Prickly- 

S»ar  Bene  leaves,  Gum  arabic,  &c.  These  are  nothing  more  than 
laents  in  combination  with  bland  materials.    They  are  regarded 
.as  especially  appropriate  in  irritati<ms,  more  or  less  intense,  of  the 
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alimentary  passages,  of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  of  the  urinary 
apparatus.  Their  use  has  been  so  long  sanctioned  by  the  profes- 
sion, that  it  is  not  without  some  hesitation  that  we  intimate  a  doubt 
as  to  their  real  value,  or  rather  as  to  their  superiority  over  mere 
diluents.  It  can  hardly  be  presumed  that  the  gummy  or  mucil- 
aginous materials  they  contain,  pass  into  the  circulation  un- 
changed, or  without  previously  undergoing  the  digestive  process. 
They  cannot  therefore  be  viewed  as  bland  applications  to  an^  other 
than  the  surface  of  the  digestive  tube.  Yet  they  are  contmually 
prescribed  as  though  they  were  destined  to  reach  unchanged,  the 
mucous  surfaces  of  the  lungs  and  urinary  organs.  We  must  con- 
fess that  we  have  ourselves  been  so  much  in  the  habit  of  prescri- 
bing infusions  of  Slippery-elm  and  Prickly-pear  in  affections  of 
the  kidneys,  bladder  and  urethra,  that  ^e  would  dislike  to  abandon 
them,  however  much  we  nay  be  led  by  theory  to  doubt  their  in- 
trinsic efficacy  and  to  attribute  the  re  ief  to  the  water  and  other 
medicinal  agents  with  which  they  are  administered.  We  must  also 
say  that  we  have  never  perceived  any  advantage  in  the  use  of 
demulcents,  as  such,  in  pulmonary  diseases, — and  that  we  really 
consider  the  one  in  most  common  use  (flaxseed  tea)  often  injuri- 
ous, in  consequence  of  the  rancidity  of  the  seed  usually  obtained 
from  the  shops,  and  the  indigestibility  of  the  infusion  when  made 
very  mucilaginous,  to  say  nothing  of  the  unpleasantness  of  the 
dose.  The  other  demulcents  can  be  so  readily  procured  in  a  fresh 
state,  and  are  so  much  more  agreeable,  that  we  see  no  good  reason 
for  th(5  very  general  use  made  of  flaxseed  tea. 

The  Aromatic  beverages  are  infusions  of  mint,  balm«  sage,  cat- 
nip, sassafras,  &c.  Their  chief  merit  consists  in  being  generally 
palatable  and  therefore  well  receved  by  the  stomach.  In  many  in- 
stances they  will  relieve  nausea,  when  this  unpleasant  symptom 
would  be  aggravated  by  demulcents.  They  are  also  decidedly  anti- 
septic, preventing  the  evolution  of  gas  by  averting  the  tendency  to 
fermentation,  and  improving  the  general  tone  of  the  digestive  or- 
gans, without  exerting  injurious  stimulation  of  the  general  system* 
They  are  particulary  well  adapted  to  typhoid  fevers  and  diseases 
of  similar  character. 

Catnip  tea  is  a  favorite  prescription  of  mothers  for  crying  babes, 
under  the  impression  that  the  cries  always  indicate  the  existence 
of  colic,  and  that  catnip  is  a  specific  for  this.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  little  creatures  very  frequently  become  quieted  and  go  to 
sleep  shortly  after  partaking  freely  of  the  well  sweetened  tea; 
but  whether  this  effect  is  to  be  attributed  to  relief  from  colic,  to 
some  anodyne  or  soporific  property  of  the  tea,  or  simply  to  the  fact 
that  this  operates  as  a  substitue  tor  the  nourishment  the  child  re- 
quired, remains  to  be  determined. 

Sassafras  tea  is  not  unfrequently  used  in  the  South  as  a  substi- 
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tate  for  coffee  or  hyson  tea,  and  is  certainly  more  palatable  than 
either  of  these,  when  as  wretchedly  prepared  as  they  are  in  many 
families.  Sassafras  has  been  long  supposed  to  possess  alterative 
properties,  and  has  therefore  entered  into  the  composition  of  most 
of  the  so-called  Diet  Drinks.  As  we  do  not,  however,  profess  to 
understand  the  trae  meaning  of  the  term  alterative,  as  used  tech- 
nically, and  that  we  consider  Diet  Drinks  in  common  use,  as  mere 
tonics  or  restoratives  of  the  general  stamina,  we  presume  that  sassa- 
fras has  a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  digestive  organs.  And  yet  it 
is  difficult  to  determine  the  origin  of  a  prejudice  which  exists  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  our  people  against  its  habitual  use  in  consequence 
of  its  supposed  tendency  to  production  of  intermittent  fever.  This 
prejudice  is  so  general  in  Greorgia,  that  it  is  supposed  to  have  con- 
tributed largely  some  years  ago  to  the  defeat  of  a  candidate  for 
the  gubernatorial  chair,  who  had  in  Congress  urged  an  increase 
of  the  duty  upon  tea  and  coffee,  adding  that  if  the  enhanced  price 
of  these  articles  proved  onerous  to  some,  they  might  drink  sassa- 
fras tea.  The  good  people  proudly  refused  to  vote  for  any  man 
who  was  willing  to  see  them  all  take  the  ague  and  fever,  merely 
for  the  sake  of  filling  the  National  Treasury  1  We  believe  the 
prejudice  to  be  unfounded,  but  would  like  to  know  if  any  facts 
can  be  adduced  in  support  of  it. 

Astringents. — The  only  beverages  in  common  use  in  disease 
which  possess  any  astringency  are  the  green  and  black  teas,  and 
the  sage  tea.  This  effect  is,  however,  so  slight  as  to  be  unimpor- 
tant in  general. 

Laxatives. — We  may  diss  as  such  the  infusions  of  Tama- 
rinds, of  dried  apples,  of  dried  peaches,  of  raistins,  and  of  cream 
of  tartar ;  to  which  may  be  added  Saratoga  waer.  These  are  all 
more  or  less  grateful,  and  remarkably  well  adapted  to  a  larf^e 
class  of  our  diseases,  in  which  the  intestines  arc  disposed  to  be 
torpid.  Those  possessed  of  acidity  promote  an  abundant  secretion 
of  bile  as  well  as  of  gastro- intestinal  fluids ;  hence  their  common 
use  in  warm  climates. 

Acids.—  Lemonade  and  orangeade  are  such  general  favorites  in 
diseases  of  tropical  climates,  that  they  are  in  son:e  of  the  West 
India  islandS;  considered  as  the  most  important  medication  in  all 
affections  implicating  the  hepatic  secretion.  As  an  anti-bilious 
remedy,  lemonade  is  held  in  an  equally  high  esteem  by  the  Creoles 
as  calomel  is  by  the  English,  and  those  who  borrow  their  views. 
Lemonade  besides  being  exceedingly  grateful  to  the  palate,  is 
highly  promotive  of  the  mucuous,  hepatic,  renal  and  cutaneous 
secretions.  The  free  flow  of  salivary  fluids  excited  by  its  contact 
with  the  mucuous  surface  of  the  mouth  and  the  orifices  of  the 
ducts  that  open  upon  it,  will  give  some  idea  of  its  effect  upon  the 
gastro-intestinal  surfaces  and  the  glands  whose  ducts  terminate  in 
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Aem.  The  capillary  circulation  of  these  mucoaa  membraneB  and 
glandalar  atractures  must  therefore  be  mach  relieved  of  conges- 
tion, if  any  exist.  But  besides  this  local  action,  lemonade  doubt- 
less penetrates  the  general  circulation  by  imbibition,  and  is  car- 
ried to  the  kidneys  and  skin,  whose  secretions  it  manifestly  in- 
creases. If  the  fluids  of  the  system  are  alkaline,  this  is  chaneedi 
and  they  become  acid  by  the  free  use  of  this  beverage.  Prodac- 
ing  such  decided  local  and  general  effects,  it  would  seen)  more 
proper  to  class  lemonade  among  the  potent  agents  of  the  materia 
meaica,  than  among  the  mere  adjuvants.  We  feel  satisfied  that 
the  therapeutic,  value  of  lemonade,  in  the  treatment  of  our  fevers, 
from  the  simple  intermittent  to  the  dreaded  yellow  fever,  has  not 
been  fully  appreciated  by  those  who  indite  most  of  the  books  upon 
our  shelves — the  Brittish,  and  our  Northern  brethern. 

AifTACiDS. — There  are  states  of  the  system  in  which  Antacids 
may  be  eminently  useful,  especially  if  taken  largely  diluted  or  in 
the  form  of  beverages.  The  officinal  lime  water,  or  small  quanti- 
ties of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  or  of  carbonate  of  pota  s,  may  be 
thus  used  with  plain  water.  The  well  water  of  blue  limestone 
districts  is  sometimes  of  great  advantage  to  dyspeptics.  A  very 
common  error  prevails  with  the  non-professional  public,  who  be- 
lieve that  soda  enters  into  the  composition  of  the  beverage  vended 
in  oar  cities  under  the  name  of  '^  Soda  Water,*'  which  is  nothing 
but  water  strongly  impregnated  with  carbonic  acid  gas,  and  with- 
out any  alkaline  properties.  The  name  of  Soda  Water  had  its 
origin  in  the  fact  that  the  carbonic  acid  gas  was  formerly  obtained 
for  the  purpose  by  the  action  of  acids  upon  the  carbonate  of  soda, 
whereas  it  is  now  usually  derived  from  marble  or  some  other  car- 
bonate of  lime.  By  the  addition,  however,  of  a  little  hi- carbon- 
ate of  soda  to  this  aerated  water,  a  very  pleasant  and  useful  ant- 
acid beverage  may  be  made. 

SsDATivfes. — during  the  prevalence  of  the  Broussaisian 
doctrine,  which  regarded  nearly  all  diseases  as  abnormal  irrita- 
tions or  inflammations,  sedatives  were  eagerly  sought  after,  in 
the  vain  hope  that  they  would  prove  to  be  of  general  applicability. 
The  distinguished  French  reformer,  however,  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge as  such  any  other  articles  than  Prussic  acid  and  Asparagine. 
We  may,  perhaps,  then  be  excused  for  placing  under  the  head 
of  sedatives  the  infusions  ot  the  leaves  of  the  Orange  tree,  the 
Lemon  tree,  and  the  Peach  tree,  all  of  which  we  believe  to  con- 
tain more  or  less  Prussic  acid.  Be  this  as  it  may,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  are  exceedingly  valuable  beverages  in  our  autum- 
nal fevers.  The  orange-leaf  tea  is  remarkably  palatable  to  most 
persons,  and  in  addition  to  bein^  a  good  diluent,  diaphoretic  and 
diuretic,  has  a  soothing  effect  that  can  scarcely  be  appreciated 
by  one  who  has  not  reidized  it  in  his  own  person.    To  secure  its 
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full  influence,  it  should  be  taken  freely  when  hot,  and  just  made 
(by  pouring  boiling  water  upon  the  fresh  leaves,)  for  it  very 
Boon  deteriorates  and  becomes  insipid.  In  the  nervous  affections 
of  females,  and  especially  in  nervous  head-aches,  it  often  acts  like 
a  charm.  The  French  make  great  use  of  the  distilled  orange 
flower  water,  a  tea-sponful  of  which  they  add  to  a  glass  of  sweet- 
ened water ; — but  we  think  the  orange- leaf  tea  equally  valuable, 
and  this  is  within  the  reach  of  every  one  who  has  a  garden,  aa 
the  orange  tree  grows  finely  in  this  region  of  country,  and  with 
less  trouble  than  is  required  to  keep  the  usual  supply  of  balm, 
sage,  &c. 

The  infusion  of  Peach  tree  leaves  is  peculiarly  useful  in  case^ 
of  irritable  stomach,  whether  occuring  in  our  fevers  or  after  a 
debauch.  In  such  cases,  however,  it  should  be  made  strong  and 
siven  in  small  quantities  at  a  time ;  say  a  table-spoonful  or  two, 
frequently  repeated.  In  cases  of  hooping-cough,  if  given  freely 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  it  tends  materially  to  lesson  the  vio- 
lence of  the  paroxysms  and  the  duration  of  the  disease.  We  took 
occasion  many  years  ago  to  allude  to  this  use  of  it,  and  to  recom- 
mend it  in  plantation  practice  as  safe  and  valuable. 

The  last  class  of  beverages  to  which  we  shall  allude,  compre- 
hends those  in  which  Nutritious  elements  are  added  to  the  di- 
luent. The  most  common  are  water  holding  in  solution  Gum  Ara- 
bic, Sugar,  and  the  various  syrups  and  teas  made  of  toasted 
bread,  rice,  barley,  &c.  The  value  and  applicability  of  these 
beverages  are  so  evident,  that  we  mention,  them  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  completing  the  subject.  Indeed  we  have  extended  our 
remarks  so  much  more  than  we  had  intended  when  the  theme  first 

E resented  itself  to  our  mind,  that  we  now  entertain  serious  appre- 
ensions  that  the  reader  will  be  poorly  repaid  for  the  trouble  of 
perusing  them.  We  would  accordingly  withhold  them  from  our 
pageSj  were  it  not  that  we  still  feel  that  the  subject  is  one  entitled 
to  more  attention  than  it  has  heretofore  received,  and  that  the  im- 
perfections of  this  hasty  paper  may  induce  others  to  do  better. — 
Southern  Med,  and  Surg.  Journal. 


Medicine  a  State  Institution  in  Spaifi. 

The  Gazette  publishes  a  Royal  Decree  to  the  following  effect ; 

**  Art.  1.  Every  town  and  locality  in  the  kingdom  are  in  future 
to  be  provided  with  physicians,  surgeons  and  apothecaries,  whole 
duty  it  will  be  to  dispense  medical  aid  to  the  indigent  classes,  and 
any  other  persons  who  may  require  their  attendance.     ..,,  n 
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*'  Art.  2.  The  existence  of  these  physicians  shall  not  preYent 
the  free  exercise  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  same  localities. 

''  Art  S.  The  authorities  will  maintain  in  the  free  exercise  of 
their  profession,  the  persons  who  have  been  legally  accredited,  in 
Yirtne  of  the  present  decree,  and  other  ordinances  in  force. 

''  Art.  4.  The  physicians,  independently  of  their  attendance  on 
the  sick,  will  have  to  take  charge  of  foundlings,  to  decide  whe- 
ther substitutes  are  fit  for  the  militaay  service,  and  to  visit  sick 
soldiers  passing  through  their  districts.  They  are  not  to  absent 
themselves  from  the  town  in  which  they  practice  during  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  without  the  permission  of  the  Alcalde,  and 
for  a  longer  period  without  providing  a  substitute.  Their  salarY 
is  to  be  proportioned  to  the  population  of  the  district,  the  wealth 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  other  local  circumstances.  They  will  be 
entitled  to  a  pension  after  practising  thirty  years  in  the  same  dis- 
trict".— London  Times. 


Analysis  of  Black  Vomit  in  Ydbw  Fever. 

1.  When  black  vomit  is  filtered,  the  colouring  matter  remains 
upon  the  filter,  and  the  filtered  fluid  is  colorless. 

2.  The  specific  gravity  of  the  filtered  fluid  varies  from  102 
to  103. 

8.  The  filtered  fluid  always  reddens  litmus. 

4.  Nitrate  of  silver  when  added  to  tho  filtered  fluid  form  a  large 
quantity  of  white  precipitate,  which  is  insoluble  in  nitric  acid,  but 
soluble  in  ammonia ;  hence  the  fluid  contains  hydro-chloric  acid. 

5.  Lime  water,  kali  nitricum.  and  the  other  alkalies,  fi)rm  no 
other  precipitate  with  the  fluid,  either  when  submitted  to  cold  or 
heat 

6.  A  solution  of  the  bi-chloride  hidrarg.  produces  no  apparent 
reaction  with  this  filtered  fluid. 

7.  Muriate  and  nitrate  of  baryta  each  prduces  a  slight  turbu- 
lence when  added  to  the  filtered  fluid. 

8.  Acetate  of  lead  added  to  the  filtered  fluid  causes  a  white  flock jr 
precipitate,  which  is  insoluble  in  water,  but  soluble  in  acetic  acid; 
hence  mucous  exists  in  the  fluid. 

9.  A  precipitate  is  formed  by  nitrate  of  silver  in  solution  being 
added  to  the  filtered  fluid.  If  kali  purum  be  added  to  this  mix- 
ture, it  deprives  it  of  all  acid ;  and  then,  afterwards,  if  sulphurio 
acid  be  added  to  this,  a  slight  effervescence  will  ensue.  Henoe, 
we  infer  the  existence  of  oarbonio  acid  gas  in  the  fluid. 


t8  8ILBO!riON8' 

Colcnvg  Matter  of  Black  Vomit. 

1.  It  presents  the  appearance  to  the  naked  eje  of  blood  glo- 
bules irhich  bare  been  separated  by  chemical  means  from  the 
blood. 

2.  When  dried  by  artificial  lieat  or  the  atmosphere,  it  resem- 
bles hemastosine  procured  from  man's  blood. 

Microscopic  Analysis, 
A  homogeneous  fluid  that  contains — 1.  Blood  globules  entire. 
S.  Fragments  of'  globules.  S  Mucus.  4.  Epithelial  cells. 
6*  Amorphus  matter.  6.  Granules  sometimes.  7.  Fat  globules* 
8.  Torulse  and  spores. — New  Orleans  News  Sf  Hospital  Qa^ 
zette,  Sept  1854. 
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Experimental  Researches,  illustrative  of  the  Functional  Oneness, 
Unity,  and  Diffusion  of  Nervous  Action ;  in  opposition  to  the 
Anatomical  Assumption,  of  four  sets  of  nerves,  and  a  fourfold 
set  of  fiinctions,   and  transmitted  impressions  ;   with  a  brief  ex- 

Eieition  of  the  Philosophy  of  Vivisection,  and  of  Sensation.    By 
EN5ET  DowLER,  M.  D.,  of  New  Orleans. 

The  above  is  the  title  to  a  pamphlet  of  66  pages,  republished 
from  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ;  and  though 
recently  received  by  us,  it  bears  date  in  1831.  The  nature  and 
objects  of  the  essay  are  sufficiently  indicated  by  its  title.  It  con-* 
tains  several  of  Dr.  Dowler's  well  known  experiments  on  the  alli- 
gator, accompanied  by  criticisms  on  the  generally  received  doc- 
trines in  relations  to  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system. 

We  have  read  this  paper  carefully  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing what  the  real  sentiments  of  the  author  are,  and  how  far  these 
sentiments  are  legitimate  deductions  from  his  experiments.  We 
aay  that  we  have  read  the  paper  carefully,  because  there  is  in  it  a 
certain  kind  of  vagueness  and  want  of  arrangement,  which  makes 
ofascnre  the  meaning  of  the  author,  and  very  much  diminishes  the 
satisfaction  derived  from  a  perusal  of  his  work.  He  strikes  boldly 
at  existing  opinions,  and  by  his  experiments  produces  results  well 
calculated  to  shake  our  confidence  in  many  things  which  have  been 
regarded  as  settled  physiological  truths,  and  yet  he  fails  to  afford 
us  a  foundation  for  anything  more  satisfactory  in  their  place*  By 
his  experiments  on  the  alligator,  he  has  shown  conclusively  enough 
that,  after  decapitation,  and  even  after  destruction  of  both  brain 
and  a  large  part  of  the  spinal  cord,  the  headless  trunk  and  limbs 
are  capable  of  making  co-ordinate  and  intelligent  movements. 

From  these  experiments  he  is  led  to  deny,  first :  That  there  is 
any  sach  quadruple  division  of  the  nervous  system,  either  anato- 
mically or  physiologically,  as  claimed  by  Sir  Charles  Bell  and 
ManhiU  Hall.    He  denies  the  existence  of  sufficient  facts  to  show 
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that  there  are  distinct  nerve  filaments  for  ordinary  sensation  and 
motion,  and  involuntary  sensation  with  reflex  motion  ;  bat  claims 
the  unity  or  oneness,  in  function,  of  the  whole  cerebro  spinal 
nervous  matter. 

Second  :  He  denies  the  doctrine  of  a  central  or  common  sensor- 
ium,  to  which  all  impressions  are  transmitted  to  be  recognized; 
claiming  that  it  is  diffused  throughout  the  whole  nervous  system  ; 
and  consequently  that  the  nervous  cords  are  not  transmitting 
in  their  function  but  directly  sensuous  in  every  part  where  im- 
pressions arc  made.     Hence  he  says  : 

**  The  doctrine  of  an  exclusive  scnsorium — one  restricted  wholly 
to  a  spot  in  the  brain,  contradicts  not  only  the  universal  intuition 
or  experience  of  mankind,  but  is  self  contradictory  ;  for  sensation 
can  have  no  existence  in  time  and  space,  only  so  far  as  it  \%feU  ;  it 
exists  only  at  the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  it  is  cognized. 
At  all  other  times  an»'l  places  it  has  no  existence  whatever.  The 
pain  of  a  whitlow  is  felt  in  the  finger,  and  not  in  the  optic  thalami 
or  crus  cerebri." 

Again  he  says,  "  the  doctrine  of  a  diffused  sensorimo,  is  an  in- 
tuitive conviction ;  based  on  consciousness,  at  least  it  is  such,  with 
all  not  educated  in  a  different  belief." 

And  again  :  *'  The  rejection  of  a  di fused  sensorium,  and  the 
general  admission  of  one  exclusively  central,  are,  probably,  in  a 
considerable  degree  owing  to  the  psychological,  or  rather  the  theo- 
retical diflSculties  with  which  education  has  environed  these  views, 
in  assuming  them  to  be  incompatible  with  the  supposed  oneness  of 
life,  personal  identity,  the  union  of  volition  and  sensation." 

In  contending  that  the  nerves  are  not  mere  conducting  cords, 
but  possessed  of  perceptive  or  cognate  qualities,  Dr.  Dowler  uses 
the  following  language,  viz. : 

"  Physiologists  who  reduce  the  nerves  to  the  condition  of  mere 
conductors  to  and  from  a  central,  yet  unknown,  unconscious  spot^ 
called  the  sensoriumj  in  some  unrevcaled  part  of  the  brain,  ought 
not  to  regard  themselves  as  honoring  the  nervous  system,  any  more 
than  those  who  are  willing  to  allow  these  supposed  conductors  & 
iihare  of  sensational  Co;; nilion.^^  *  *  *  **  Sensation  is 
not  produced  by  the  intoriuediary  agents  called  transmitted   im^ 
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|nv8sioTis  or  ideas,  hnt  is  an  intuitive 'y  felt  relation,  between  thd 
Me  and  the  not  Me  J'  *****  »^  When  an 
object  is  touched,  the  result  is  a  felt  relation  directly  between 
the  subject  and  object,  itot  bL'tween  the  subject  and  a  mere  repre* 
sentcUion  of  the  object.'' 

Thv^se  extracts  are  sufE  'ient  to  show   the  correctness  of  the  two 
propositiops  already  given  as  embody' ing  the    peculiar  sentiments 
of  the  author.     To  sustain  these  views,  he  adduces  his  experiments 
on  the  Alligator,   already   alludtd  to;  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
lowest  species  of  animals  may   be  cut  into  many  pieces,  and  each 
piece  not  only  retain  its  vitality  but  increase  in  bulk,  and  exercise 
«11  the  functions  of  the  whole  animal;  the  fact  that  under  certain 
circumstances  muscular  contractions  may  be  induced  several  hours 
after  death ;  and  finally  that  persons  with  extensive  injuries  of  the 
brain  and  acephalous  fetuses  have   given  proof  of  both  perception 
and  intelligent  movements.     It   mi'y  be   well  briefly  to  examine 
these  several  classes  of  facts  and  sec  how  far  they  warrant  the  con- 
clusions of  the  author.     That  several  Oi  the  lower  species   of  ani- 
mals possess  only  the  most  siuiplo  or  inidimentary  form  of  a  ner- 
vous system,  without   any  Cvjiitr.il  or^iu  or  ce^jh.ilic  ginglia,   is  a 
well  known  fact.     And  it  is  doubtle-^s  true  that  in  such,  each  por- 
tion of  the  nervous  matter  is  indepewvlent  oi  the  rest,  and  equally 
independent   of  any  common  sensoiium.     But   it  is  equally  true, 
that  some  of  these  animals  have  no  central  or  special  organs  of  res- 
pimtion,  circulation,  or  digestion — no  lungs,   no  heart,    and  no 
stomach;    but  each  part  of  tiieir  organization  imbibes  its  own  air 
and  nutriment  and  performs  its  owfi  excretion.     Hence  each  part 
is  capable  of  an  independent  life,  and  when  separated  from  the  rest 
will     often    retiiii    its    vitility    and  continue    its   growth.     But 
to  allege  the  apparent  independent  vitality  of  each  part  of  these 
primitive  types  of  the  animal  kingdom,  as  evidence  of  a  ^'diflused 
densorium  "  in  the  higher  classes  or  in  man,  would  be  just  as  ab- 
surd as  to  allege  the  same  fact  in  proof  that  man  had  a  "  diffused" 
digestion  or  respiration. 

The  facts  in  reference  to  the  orgmizations  are  not  analagous, 
and  consequently  do  not  admit  of  an  analogical  deduction. 

1o  invalidate  the  inferences  drawn  from  experiments,  by  which 
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muscular  contractions  have  been  found  to  follow  pinching  or  ir* 
ritation  of  the  anterior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves;  and  by  whicli 
the  filaments  composing  these   have  been  considered  as  the  pecu- 
liar nerves  oi motion^  Dr.  Dowler  adduces  the  results  of  many  ex- 
periments to  show  that  muscular  contraction  is  equally  produced, 
and  even  in  a  much  greater  degree,  by  blows  on  the  muscles  after 
death,  or  after  separation   from   the  body  as  in  amputated  limbs, 
and  sometimes  spontaneously  after  death  from  certain  diseases  like 
cholera.     Granting  both  the  correctness  and  the  physiological  im- 
portance of  these  experiments  and  observations,  still  they  have  no 
bearing  on  the  question  raised  by  the  author.     Had  he  wished  to 
illustrate  the  truth  of  the  old  Hallerian  doctrine,  that  the  musclea 
contain  an  inherent  property  of  irritability  or  contractility,  inde- 
pendent of  the  nervous  system,  his  experiments  by  which  contrac- 
tions were  induced  by  blows,  electricity,    &c.,  after  the  functions 
of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  had  ceasod,  would  have  been   di- 
rectly and  highly  appropriate.     But  in  the  application  of  the  facts 
made  by  liim,  he  las  confounded  contractibility  itself  with    the 
excitors  of  contractions  ;  two   things   essentially   distinct.     The 
muscular  structure  dou'itless   contains   an  inherent  property    of 
contractibility  ;  and  while  it  retains  this  it  is  capable  of  contract- 
ing on  the  application  of  a  certain  stimulus  or  exciter,   no  matter 
what  may  be  the  condition  of  the  nervous  system.     Hence  if  blows 
or  galvanic  currents,  &c.,  induce  contractions,    it  simply  proves 
that  these  agencies  may,  under  certain  circumstances,  become  exci^ 
tors  of  muscular  contraction  ;  but  it  by  no  means  proves  that  such 
agencies  are  the  vsual  excitors,  and  much  less  that  other  agents 
may  not  act  as  much  more  efficient  excitors^  by  exerting  an  influ- 
ence through  the  nervous  cords  distributed  on   the   musolea.     Oa 
the  contrary  Dr.  Dowler's  own  experiments  on  the  alligator  demoa- 
strate,  many  times,  the    power  of  exciting  muscular    contractions 
by     impressions     transmitted     through    the    nervous    cords. — 
All  that  can  be  legitimately  claimed,    then,  is  that  impressions 
through  the  nervous  cords  arc  not  the  only  excitors  of  muscular 
contractions ;  but  that  they  are  the  usual  normal  excitors,  is  in 
no  wise  d-sproved  by  anything  in  the  essay  before  us.     Again,  in 
his  anxiety  to  establish  the  doctrine,  that  the  nervous  cords  are 
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QOl  merely  transmitting  in  their  function,  but  themselyes  the 
Teritable  seat  of  perception  or  "sensational  cognition,"  Dr, 
Dowler  quotes  as  the  opinion  of  Sir  Charles  Bell,  the  statement 
that  *'  loss  of  power  in  consequence  of  tying  a  nervQ^  was  not  ow- 
ing to  compression  of  the  tubes  of  the  nerve,  but  to  the  obatmc- 
tkm  of  blood  vessels.''  And  after  alluding  to  the  complete  in- 
sensibility produced  by  the  stagnation  of  blood  in  the  capillaries, 
he  gravely  asserts  that,  ''  these  facts  show,  that  the  non-circula- 
tion of  the  blood.  producf:S  a  less  of  motion  and  sensation,  rival- 
ing in  instantaneousness  and  completeness  the  division  of  the 
nerres,  which  latter  operation  constitutes  the  ex  per  imenlum  cm* 
cis  of  neurological  dynamists."  Here  again,  the  author  is  right 
in  his  facts,  but  wrong  in  the  inference  he  would  have  the  reader 
draw  from  them.  lie  seems  nA  to  remember  that  three  distinct 
things  are  essential  to  the  action  of  a  nerve  of  ordinary  sensation, 
yii :  susceptibility  in  the  nerve  itself,  continuity  of  its  fibres,  and 
an  object  to  make  an  impression.  The  first  may  be  suspended  or 
destroyed  by  the  direct  application  of  chloroform,  or  hydrocianic 
and  carbonic  acids,  or  by  cutting  o.T  entirely  the  supply  of  arte- 
rial blood;  and  while  the  susceptibility  thus  remains  suspended  no 
action  can  be  excited  in  the  nerve.  This,  however,  furnishes  lot 
the  slightest  proof  that  the  nerve,  in  its  normal  state,  is  not  trans- 
mitting or  conducting  in  its  function.  But  if  we  leave  the  supply 
of  hlood  to  the  nerve  unobstructed  and  the  susceptibility  of  its  dis- 
tal or  peripheral  extKmity  unimpaired,  and  find  by  interrupting 
the  continuity  of  its  fibres  in  a^listant  part  of  their  course,  that 
its  action  is  entirely  suspended  and  all  sensation 
through  it  cut  off.  it  docs  furnish  proof,  positive  and 
clear,  that  the  cervous  ccrd  is  a  medium  of  communica- 
tioD  between  the  surface  and  some  central  point  within. 
So  far  from  proving  that  the  nervous  cords  are  not  conductors  of 
impressions,  or  that  sensaii-r.iil  <:•  ^iiiii.  n  lak  ?s  p-ace  in  the  extrem- 
ity of  the  nerve  where  iho  injpression  is  made,  all  the  facts  adduc- 
ed by  Dr  Dowler  simply  show  that  the  action  of  a  nerve  may  be 
Bospended  by  suspendiri^  its  e\j\..:uxarj  sus'-*eptibility ;  a  fact  long 
well  known  to  every  enli^-iteae^l  phva.  jl-j^i-jt.  But  our  comments 
are  extending  too  fiir  and  we  must  hasten  tliem  to  a  termiaation.— 
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Dr.  Dowler*8  experiments  on  the  alligator  have  clearly  domongtrat- 
•ed  that  it  is  one  of  those  coM-bloodcd  aiiimals  which  possess  great 
tenacity  of  life  ;  that  the  sevjral  p  irts  of  its  nervous  system  are 
apparently  more  independent  of  e  ich  other,  and  retain  theii- 
susceptibility  h»nger  after  mutil.ition  than  any  of  the  higher  or- 
ders of  ^arm-blooded  animals  ;  but  we  think  they  fill  far  short  of 
establishing  the  proposit  on  that,  in  man  or  any  of  the  higher  or- 
ders of  animals  the  ^^sensorium  U  diftrsed^^  throughout  the  nerv- 
ous system,  or  that  **scnsation;' I  cognition"  actually  takes  place- 
at  the  peripheral  extremity  of  the  nerve  without  transmission  to 
the  brain  or  the  nervous  centres.  The  brief  criticisms  in  which- 
we  have  indulged,  have  not  been  intended  to  disparage  the  interest 
or  value  of  Dr.  Dowler's  experimental  and  physiological  researches. 
The  latter  have  given  him  a  doservedly  high  reputation  in  the 
scientific  world,  and  we  hope  he  may  live  to  make  many  more  ad- 
ditions to  the  sum  of  human  kr.o\vle<lgc  as  well  as  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  profession  to  which  he  bL-longs.  We  btdieve  there  is 
much  yet  to  be  learne  I  in  relation  to  the  functions  of  the  nervous 
system.  That  the  doctrines  of  Marshall  Hull  and  his  followers  are 
unnecessarily  complex  and  unsupported  by  facts,  we  are  well  as- 
sured. We  recorded  our  decided  diftsent  from  his  views,  in  an  ar- 
ticle published  in  the  trans 'C. ions  oi  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  so  long  ago  as  1842  ;  and  all  our  subsequent 
observations  have  only  confirmed  the  views  then  expressed.     D. 
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Hendricks  County  Mtdicffl  Su'c'i/,   lufH.na, 

This  Society  was  organized  by  a  called  meeting  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  County  and  vicinity,  held  at  Danville,  Hendricks  Co., 
Indiana,  April  29ih  1854.  The  following  are  the  ofiicers  for  the 
vpar  ending  April  1855. 

restdettt—lioxiYy  G.  Todd,  M  D.,  of  Danville. 
ice  President'  Wilson  I  ockh-irt  M  D.,  of  Plainfield. 
Secretary — ^J.  Joel  Wright,  M.D.,  of  Monrovia,  Morgan  Co. 
Hponding  HecrefMry — Dr.  L.  Howard  Kennedy,  of  Belle- 
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Trmsurer—Henrj  Cox  M.D.,  of  Danville, 
Censors    C  Dr.  Thomas  B  Harvey,  of  PlainfieM. 
*^  <  Dr.  BiJidley  BarlliokMiiew,  of  Danville. 

"  (  Henry  H.  Moore,  M.D.,  of  Brownsbury, 

The  Consfitittlon  of  the  Society  provides,  for  the  election  of  the 
foregoing  officers  by  ballot  annually — It  provides,  that,  any  regu- 
lar and  reputable  practiticiier  of  medicine  may  become  a  mem' 
ber  :  it  provides,  tliat,  any  distinguished  literary  gentleman  may 
become  an  honorary  nu-mhcr  :  it  provides  fur  the  formation  of  a 
library,  and  a  cabinet  o^spccimiMis.  Tiie  By-Laws  provide,  that 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  society  shall  be  held  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  the  months  of  Jannanj^  April,  July  and  Octobery  of 
each  year;  the  April  meeting  being  the  annual  meeting:  they 
provide  that,  the  Pie^idt-nt  shall  aj)point  at  every  meeting  at  least 
one  person  to  write  and  deliver  a  dissertation  at  tiie  next ;  th  j  pro- 
vide that  every  member  shall  have  the  privilege  of  reporting  at 
any  regular  meeting,  such  cases  (that  have  come  under  his  own 
obaervation)  as  he  may  deem  in.portant :  they  provide  that  each 
member  shall  keep  a  fa'thful  record  of  each  important  case  of 
which  he  treats,  and  present  the  same  to  the  society  at  the  first 
stated  meeting  in  each  year,  &c.,  &c. 

JdCMUEKS 

Henry  G  Todd,  Wilson  TiOckhart, 

Henry  H.  M  jorc,  Henry  Cox, 

Thomas  P  SeKer,  B.   Bjirtltolomew, 

Risdon  C  Moore,  J.  Joel  Wright, 

Leroy  H  Kennedy,  D  J.  Depew, 

Thomaii  B.  Harvey,  1  avid  Todd. 

J.  A   Cominger,  W.  Fo-»t*'r  Harvey, 

D.  Hutchinson,  Wm.  Matthews, 

A.  M  Reagon,  J.  L.  Green. 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  tlie  4th  regular  meeting  : 
B.si/.  viiXK,  10;h  Mjnth  (Oct.)  17th.  1854. 

At  11  o'clock  A-  M  .  the  Soci/ty  met  at  M^isonic  Hall.  The 
minutes  of  the  precediii;^  irtciih^  wcie  read  and  approved.  On 
motion  of  Dr.  Wright  tl.e  ordjr  re.,ii!rin;:  the  dn^ertations  to  be 
read  in  the  foieu  »ou  aes^ijn.  was  au*^ien'lcd.  Tuen  adjourned  un- 
til 1  o'clock  P.  M. 

AFFEiiXOOX     ^E^.^IOX. 

At  1  o'clock  p.  M  ,  the  members  convened.    Members  preaent : 
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Drs.  H.  O.  Todd,  Bartholomew,  Lockhart,   GomiDger,  MattheifBy 
T.  B.  Harvey,  Cox,  Kennedy,  and  Wi  ight. 

A  Dissertation  was  read  by  Wm.  Matthews  M.D.,  on  ''The  Va- 
rieties and  Complications  of  the  Typhoid  Fever  of  the  Interior  of - 
Indiana." 

A  protracted  and  highly  interesting  debate  was  then  had,  upou 
the  subject  of  **Typhoid  Fever,''  in  which  most  of  the  members 
participated. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Comin^er  the  discussion  was  brought  to  a 
close,  and  the  Society  proceeded  to  other  business. 

Dr.  Kennedy,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on  Publication,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report — i  e. 

We  the  committee  on  Publication  of  Constitution,  By-Laws  Ac, 
havo  furnished  the  Society  with  two  hundred  copies  of  the  same, 
for  which  we  agreed  to  pay  twenty-three  dollars — three  dollars 
more  than  we  were  authorized  by  the  Society,  we  ask  the  society  to 
pay  the  extra  three  dollars, 

L.  H.  Kennedy,  J 

H.  Co^,  \         Committee. 

J.  J  Wright,  S 

Ordered  that  the  treasurer  pay  28  dollars  to  the  committee  on 
publication,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  printing  two  hundred  copies 
of  the  Constitution,  By-Luws,  &c. 

The  censors  presented  in  duo  form  tbe  name  of  David  Hutchi- 
son, M.D'.,  as  an  applicant  for  membership,  recommending  hia 
election. 

He  was  elected  accordingly. 

It  w:is  voted  that  6  copies  of  the  Constitution,  By-Laws,  ftc^ 
be  presented  to  each  member  of  the  Society,  in  addition  to  thoso^ 
they  hud  already  received. 

The  President  appointed  David  Hutchison  M.  D*,  to  read  a 
Dissertati'ii  at  the  next  meeting:;. 

Dr.  R.  C.  Moore  not  being  present,  on  motion  he  was  requested 
♦'^  read  his  Dissertation  at  the  next  meetinsr. 

hen  adjourned  to  meet  at  Plainfield,  at  the  regular  time  in 

Henry  G.  Todd,  M.  D.,  Pros. 
J.  Jofii.  Todd,  M.  D.,  Sec. 
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Credit  to  wham  Credit  is  due. 

"Render  to  Caesar  the  things  that  are   Cseaar's,"  was  a  reply 
that  puzzled  the  wise  men  of  Jadea  not  a  little ;  and  it  was  brought 
forcibly  to  my  mind  while  reading  the  little  volume  entitled,  Ber- 
nard and  Robin  on  the  Blood,  by  Dr.  Waiter  F  Atlee,  which  was 
noticed  in  the  December  number  of  the  Journal   by  my  editorial 
colleague,  Dr.  Johnson.     Whether  it  is  the   fault  of  M.   Bernard 
or  of  his  reporter,  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is  certain  that  one  not 
well  versed  in  medical  literature  would  get  the   impression,  from 
reading  this  book,  that  very  little  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  in- 
vestigating the  composition  of  the  blood  and  it  changes,  outside  of 
Paris.     Some  facts  are  stated  as  though    they  had  only  recently 
been  brought  to  light  by  M.  Bernard,  which  have  been  known   to 
the  profession  for  many  years ;  and  both  the  distinguished  French 
savan   and  his  reporter,  Atlee  seem  to  be  entirely  ignorant  of  some 
things  which  have  been  done  on  this  side  of  the   Atlantic.     For 
instance  in  speaking  of  the  blood  in  the  renal  vein,  compared  with 
that  in  the  arteries,  the  book  before  us  says  :  "this  blood,"  (from 
the  renal  vein)  "  as  Simon  has  shown,  and  he  alone  has   made  an 
analysis,  comparing  it  with  the  arterial,  contains  nofibrine.  **  *  ♦ 
There  is  less  water  in  the  vein,  for  the  urine  carries  it  off,  and  the 
Bolid  matters  are  in  a  greater  proportion,  because  there  is  less  wa- 
ter.    K  the  fibrine  be  a  Ided  to  the  albumen  in  the  arterial  blood, 
it  equals  the  albumen   in   the  venous,  as  if  the  fibrine  had  been 
transformed  into  it."     And   again  :   "  The  albumen  augments  in 
the  renal  venous  blood,  and  M.  Bernard  is  disposed  to  believe  that 
it  is  owing  to  a  transformation  of  the   fibrine  ;  for  looking  at  the 
<;ipher8  in  the  tables,  we  see  that  it  is  just  what  is  wanted  to  com- 
pensate for  the  difference  in  the  albumen." 

6 
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Now,  these  brief  extracts  contain  no  less  than  three  important 
errors  viz :  1st,  Simon  is  not  the  only  man  who  has  made  an 
analysis  of  renal  venous  blood.  2nd,  It  is  not  true  that  in  all 
instances  renal  yenous  blood  contains  no  fibrine.  3d,  The  amount 
of  Albumen  is  not  always  positively  avgmented ;  nor  augmented 
in  strict  proportion  to  the  loss  of  fibrine.  If  Dr.  Atlee  will  turn  to 
a  paper  read  by  me  before  the  American  Medical  Association,  at 
Charleston  in  May,  1851,  entitled  *'An  Experimental  Inquiry  con- 
cerning some  points  in  the  Vital  Processes  of  Assimilation  and 
Nutrition ;"  he  will  find  among  other  things,  the  following  quota- 
tion, viz : 

''  There  have  been  numerous  analyses  of  venous  blood  in  com- 
parison with  arterial,  but  without  any  reference  to  the  particular 
parts  from  which  the  venous  blood  had  been  returned.  The  one 
exception  to  which  allusion  was  just  made,  was  by  Simon,  who 
procured  the  blood  from  the  renal  veins,  the  hepatic  veins,  and 
the  aorta  of  a  horse,  and  subjected  each  specimen  to  careful  anal- 
ysis, particularly  in  reference  to  the  quantity  o{  fibrine  contained. 
The  results  are  given  on  page  139  of  his  work  on  the  Chemistry  of 
Man,  and  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

Renal  Vein.  Hepatic  Vein.  Aorta. 

Water,        778,000  725,000  790,000 

Albumen,      99,230  180,000  90,800 

Kbrine,             000  2,500  8,200 
Whole  solid 

matter,     222,000  275,000  210,00 

This  presents  truly  a  striking  result ;  the  blood  returning  from 
two  of  the  largest  secreting  organs  in  the  body  is  found  to  contain 
fiur  less  fibrine  and  water ,  and  more  albumen  than  that  from  the 
aorta.  But  there  are  two  circumstances  which  render  this  anal- 
ysis unsatisfactory.  First,  the  horse  from  which  the  blood  was 
taken,  was  not  healthy,  and  was  in  a  starved  condition.  Second, 
the  quantity  of  blood  obtained  by  Simon  from  the  renal  veins, 
was  insufficient  to  determine  accurately  the  proportion  of  fibrine, 
being  only  50  grs.  To  obviate  these  objections,  and  at  the  same 
time  add  another  important  element  to  the  comparison,  I  procured 
a  large,  healthy  and  active  dog,  and  procured  some  blood  from  the 
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renal  vein,  the  illiac  vein,  and  the  illiac  artery,  in  the  following 
manner.  The  dog  was  stunned  by  a  blow  on  his  head,  the  abdo* 
men  quickly  laid  open,  and  a  ligature  passed  around  the  renal 
vein  near  its  entrance  into  the  ascending  cava,  when  on  puncturing 
the  vein  590  grains  of  blood  flowed  readily  into  a  clean  cupping 
glass.  A  ligature  was  next  passed  around  the  illiac  vein,  and  on 
puncturing  it,  771  grains  of  blood  were  collected  in  another  cup. 
The  illiac  artery,  being  now  easy  of  access,  was  punctured  and  the 
blood  in  a  full  pulsating  stream,  and  received  into  a  third 
cup,  to  the  amount  of  1816  grains.  *         *         *         ♦ 

All  these  specimens  of  blood  were  most  carefully  analyzed,  fol- 
lowing the  method  recommended  and  so  long  practised  by  Andral 
and  Gavarret,  with  the  exception  of  the  mode  of  separating  the 
fibrine.  For  accomplishing  this  most  accurately,  I  fully  agree 
with  Mr.  Bence  Jones,  preferring  to  allow  the  blood  to  coagulate 
perfectly,  and  then  enclose  the  whole  clot  in  a  clean,  fine  linen 
cloth,  and  wash  it  with  distilled  water  until  the  red  corpuscles  are 
entirely  removed.  The  results  in  tabular  form  are  as  follows, 
viz: 

Blood  from  the  Iliac  Blood  from  the  Iliac  Blood  from  the  ReDil 

Artery  in  1000  parts.  Vein  in  1000  parti.  VeiD  in  1000  parU. 

Water,                            812  20  811,40                           802.40 

Solid  MattiT,               187,80  188.60                           196.60 


Of  which  waa  fibri  ne ,        2,20 

2,50 

1,70 

Extractive  Matter  and 

Albumen,                 98  10 

80  50 

98  50 

Red  Corpuscles.              82.50 

92  70 

92,20 

Salts,                                  5,00 

3,90 

4,20 

From  this  extract,  which  together  with  the  whole  paper,  was 
published  in  the  North  Western  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
for  September,  1851,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  blood  of  the  renal 
vein  was  analyzed  by  me  five  years  since  ;  that  the  blood  so  an- 
alyzed did  contain  fibrifie,  though  in  a  much  smaller  proportion 
than  the  arterial  blood  of  the  same  animal ;  and  finally  that  the 
albumen  in  the  blood  of  the  renal  vein,  instead  of  being  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  diminution  of  fibrine,  is  not  positively  in- 
creased at  all. 

Its  slight  apparent  increase  being  less  than  it  should  be  from 
the  diminished  proportion  of  water.  It  is  not  at  all  strange  that  M, 
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Bernard,  should  be  ignorant  of  the  paper  containing  the  foregoing 
analyzes ;  but  the  representatives  of  our  profession  abroad  should 
be  well  informed  in  regard  to  the  state  of  medical  investigations  at 
home :  and  especially  should  this  be  the  case  with  such  as  take  it 
upon  themselves  to  publish  books  after  they  return  home.  The 
largest  portion  of  the  paper  read  by  me  to  the  Ame  ican  Medical 
Association  in  1851,  was  occupied  with  the  results  of  a  somewhat 
extensive  series  of  experiments  in  relation  to  the  influence  of  diet 
and  drinks  on  the  functions  of  respiration  and  calorification.  Some 
of  these  results  I  find  are  not  in  consonance  with  the  views  of  M. 
Bernard. 

For  instance  he  alledges  that  the  temperature  of  the  body  is 
the  highest  at  the  end  of  the  active  period  of  digestion,  that  is, 
about  six  hours  after  taking  food.  I  made  numerous  experiments 
in  reference  to  this  point,  and  have  always  found  the  highest  tem- 
perature during  the  most  active  period  of  digestion,  instead  of  at 
the  end  of  that  process.  In  the  paper  alluded  to,  the  results 
of  some  of  these  experiments  are  given  as  follows,  viz:  *'The  ob- 
servations were  repeated  six  times  each  day,  at  7^  o'clock  A.  M., 
half  an  hour  before  taking  food ;  at  10.^  A  M.,  two  and  a  half  hours 
after  breakfast ;  at  12J  P.M.,  immediately  before  dinner;  at  8J 
P.M.,  two  and  a  half  hours  after  dinner  ;  at  5J  P.^i.,  half  an  hour 
before  tea;  and  at  8  P.M.,  two  hours  after  tea.  The  following  is 
the  average  result  of  16  days'  observations  under  the  influence  of 
an  ordinary  mixed  diet,  viz : 


7i  o'clock,  A.M. 

lOi  A.M.I  rii  r.M.     3i  r.M.   5i  p.m.  (  S  p.m. 

Av.  Tempernture. 

oj*^      y. 

f-T)*^   K  '  <».'>^  2  F.   [H]^'  7    l-  ll)5"  2  V'>[)6°  F. 

Highest. 

94"  .'5      F. 

97-3  F|  1>C)*      F.jn7    2    F.|i)5«^  5  F|96*»  F. 

Lowest, 

93«  7      F. 

9()'  6  F.;   94*^      F.  ,!)()'"•  3    r.  050      K|96«   F. 

From  this  table  the  inforeiice  is  plain  that  tlie  t3inp3rature  of 
the  body  is  uniformly  from  one  to  two  degrees  higher  during 
the  active  fetage  of  digestion,  that  is.  about  two  hours  after  eating, 
than  after  the  digestive  process  is  fully  compleied. 

Similar  experiments  were  made  in  reference  to  the   temperature 

of  the  system  under  the  influence  of  a  diet  exclusively   corbonace- 

OQS,  and  under  that  of  a  diet  wholly   nitrogenous;  the  results    of 

\  are  given  in  the  paper,  and  correspond  closely   with    the 
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•Awe  so  &r  M  relates  to  the  inflHcnce  of  digestion.  I  am  aware 
that  the  paper  to  which  I  have  alluded  as  haring  been  read  to  the 
American  Medical  Association  in  1851,  attracted  very  little  atten- 
tion, asd  after  its  publication,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  either 
c<^ied  or  commented  on  by  any  of  the  medical  journals  in  the 
conntry.  And  though  the  experiments,  observations  and  analyses, 
detailed  in  it,  cost  me  much  tedious  labor  and  time,  yet  I  might 
have  persuaded  myself  that  the  results  were  really  of  no  impor- 
tance, had  it  not  been  that  similar  experiments  and  observations 
have  been  made  and  published  in  European  journals  from  time  to 
time  since,  and  these  have  invariably  been  copied  and  sent  the 
round  of  American  journals  as  though  they  possessed  much  inter- 
est 

This  &ct  seemed  to  justify  me  in  again  calling  attention  to  my 
o«m  work.  It  has  been  frequently  alleged  as  a  defect  in 
American  Medical  Literature,  that  it  contained  so  little  matter  of 
original  experimental  character. 

And  probably  the  best  mode  of  supplying  the  defect,  would  be 
torender  full  and  prompt  credit  to  such  individuals  as  do  attempt 
investigations  of  this  character  ;  for  there  are  few  things  more 
diaoouraging,  than  to  spend  much  time  and  labor  on  experimental 
inquiries  and  see  the  results  entirely  neglected  or  overlooked  until 
seme  European  savan  takes  up  the  same  subject,  perhaps  spends 
less  than  half  the  time,  and  announces  results  very  similar,  which 
are  caught  up  with  avidity  and  copied  into  every  journal  in  the 
.  Union.  D. 

Sugar-house  Remedy  for  Consumption. 

Some  time  since  a  story  passed  the  rounds  of  the  newspaper 
press,  setting  forth  that  Samuel  A.  Cartwright,  M.  D.,  of  New 
Orleans,  had  discovered  the  important  fact,  that  the  inhalation  of 
the  vapor  from  the  boiling  canc-juice  in  sugar-houses  was  capable 
of  curing  consnmiHion.  Such  a  representation  purporting  to 
come  from  an  eminent  member  of  the  profession,  was  sufficient  to 
induce  a  considerable  number  of  suiferers,  some  of  them  in  the 
last  stages  of   Tubercular  Phthisis,   to  resort  to  these  establish- 


46 


EDITORIAL. 


ments  with  a  hope  of  relief.  Of  course  the  greater  number  were 
entirely  disappointed.  In  a  recent  number  of  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal^  Dr.  Cartwright  publishes  an  article,  headed 
"  The  sugar-house  cure  for  bronchial,  dyspeptic  and  consumptiye 
complaints;"  in  which  he  says:  **The  author  has  never  recom- 
mended the  sugar-house  remedy  as  a  cure  for  consumption  in  its 
last  and  hopeless  stages  f^  but  newspaper  misrepresentations 
and  incorrect  abridgements,  altering  the  sense  more  or  less  of  what 
he  did  say,  have  done  it  for  him,  and  will  assuredly  bring  the 
sugar-house  cure  for  bronchial,  dyspeptic  and  consumptive  com- 
plaints into  disrepute  unless  timely  corrected.  The  precise  limit 
of  the  eflScacy  of  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  boiling  cane-juice, 
in  opening  the  obstructed  bronchial  tubes  and  in  influencing  favor- 
ably, their  mucous  lining,  is  not  yet  ascertained  ;  but  that  it  pos- 
sesses some  remarkable  virtues  in  this  respect,  there  is  much  good 
evidence  to  prove.*' 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  the  article  before  us,  we  infer  that 
Dr.  I  Cartwright  intends  to  claim  for  the  sugar-house  vapor,  cura- 
tive powers  only  in  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis,  certain  forms  of 
dyspepsia,  and  the  incipient  stages  of  tubercular  phthisis  ;  and 
not  that  it  has  any  control  over  the  progress  of  tubercular  cariiies 
and  ulcerations,  constituting  the  advanced  stage  of  true  consump- 
tion. But  he  is  far  from  being  very  explicit  in  defining  what 
class  of  cases  would  be  most  certainly  benefitted  by  a  resort  to  the 
proposed  remedy.  The  subject  is  worthy  of  a  careful  investigation 
by  those  members  of  the  profession  who  have  abundant  opportu- 
nities. D. 


Pumpkin  Seeds  for  Tape   Worm, 

A  sufficient  number  of  cases  have  been  reported  to  show  that  the 
emulsion  made  of  Pumpkin  seeds  possesses  some  real  efficacy  as  a 
remedy  for  the  expulsion  of  tape-worm.  The  usual  mode  of  using 
it,  is  to  remove  the  rind  from  the  seeds,  bruise  the  latter  in  a  mor- 
tar, and  infuse  them  in  water,  in  the  proportion  of  two  ounces  of 
the  seeds  to  half  a  pint  of  water.     After  standing  a  few  hours  the 

*  '^le  assumes  the  form  of  an  emulsion  or  thick  mucilage.    The 
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whole  of  this  should  be  taken  by  an  adult,  in  the  morning  fasting ; 
ud  in  two  or  three  hours  after,  sufficient  castor  oil  should  be 
given  to  move  the  bowels  freely.  If  this^loes  not  cause  expulsion 
of  the  worm,  repeat  the  same  the  following  morning. 


Honors  Properly  Bestowed, 

It  is  well  known  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  past  summer, 
the  ciiy  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  was  terribly  scourged  by  yellow  fever. 
When  the  epidemic  was  at  its  height,  several  of  the  resident  phy- 
sicians fell  vctims  to  it,  and  to  supply  their  places  others  left  their 
homes  and  volunteered  their  services.  Among  these  were  Drs. 
Hamilton  aid  Redwood,  of  Mobile,  and  Dr.  Cross,  of  New  Or- 
leans. Secmtly  a  meeting  was  hold  over  which  the  Mayor  pre- 
sided, and  esh  of  the  gentlemen  named  was  presented  with  a  ser- 
vice of  plate  as  a  token  of  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the  citizens. 
At  the  same  meeting  resolutions  were  adopted  commending  the 
conduct  of  tie  resident  physicians  generally,  and  proposing  to 
erect  a  monunent  to  the  memory  of  those  who  had  fallen  during 

the  epidemic. 

■  ^  ■ 

Acne. — Fo3  the  cure  of  these  troublesome  and  unseemly  pim- 
ples which  so  cten  appear  on  the  face,  Cazenave  has  recently  recom- 
mended the  amplication  of  a  solution  of  some  of  the  Ammoniacal 
salts.  The  hdrochlorate  or  acetate  may  be  used.  He  supposes 
the  Ammonia  o  be  capable  of  so  acting  on  the  fatty  matter  in  thQ 
follicles  as  to  onvert  it  into  a  soap  easy  of  solution  and  discharge 

The  New  Yotme, 

The  present  lumber  commences  the  4th  volume  of  the  New  Se» 
ries  of  the  NoA- Western  Medical  &  SurgicalJournal.  We  have 
not  now,  eitherime  or  disposition  to  review  the  past  or  speculate 
on  the  fixture.  We  wish  merely  to  say  that  we  commence  the  new 
year  under  arragements  which  we  believe  will  insure  promptness 
and  regularity  i  the  issue  of  the  Journal,  and  correctness  in  all 
its  business  relaons.    All  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Journal 
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past  and  present  have  been  transferred  to  N.  8.  Davis,  one  of  tBe* 
editors ;  and  to  him  should  all  remittancos,  letters  and  papers  be 
addressed.  Whatever  untiring  industry  and  effort,  on  the  part  of 
the  editors,  can  do  t^  make  the  Journal  one  of  the  belt  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shail  be  <\}ne.  But  editors  can  no  more  make  a  good 
journal  and  keep  it  go>d  without  the  prompt  support  of  their  pat- 
rons, than  could  the  Isr\;iitos  in  Egypt,  make  brinks  ** without 
straw."  Hence  we  hope  our  patrons  will  be  promptin  furnishing 
both  money  and  communications.  Tiie  series  of  artides  in  relation 
to  the  causes  and  treatment  of  fevers,  resumed  in  this  number, 
will  not  occupy  a  place  in  every  number,  but  will  be  completed,  if 
possible  in  the  present  volume.  The  next  number  vill  contain  an 
address  on  the  ^Influence  of  Alcoholic  drinks  on  m^n,'  delivered 
by  request,  to  the  class  in  Rush  Medical  College  on  last  Christmas 
day.  This  address  will  embody  the  results  of  manr  original  ex 
periments,  and  we  trust  it  will  be  found  interesting  X)  tho  profecK 
siongenerally.  Perseverentia  omnia  vincit,  et  nUiesperandum, 
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ART.  I.-^A  Lint  of  the  Principal  Medical  Plants  enumerated  by 
Botanists,  and  known  to  be  growins^  in  Northern  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  ;  with  a  slight  notice  of  some  of  their  medical  pro- 
perties. By  Stephen  W.  Williams,  M.D.,  late  Professor  and 
Lectures  upon  Materia  Medica,  Medical  Botany,  in  Dartmouth, 
N.  11.,  Medical  College,  and  in  the  Medical  University  of  Wil- 
loughby,  Ohio,  formerly  of  Deerfield,  Massachusetts,  now  of 
Laona,  Winnebago  County.  Illinois. 

The  study  of  Medical  Botany  is  now  engaging  the  attention  of 
medical  men  throughout  the  United  States.  It  is  very  far  from- 
being  confined  to  the  self-styled  botanical  physicians,  or  empirics, 
as  they  are  emphatically  and  most  appropriately  called,  who  rarely 
take  the  trouble  to  investigate  the  properties  of  any  plant.  They 
derive  most,  if  not  all  their  boasted  information  on  this  subject 
from  the  researches  of  regular  physicians. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  American  Association  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  May,  1847,  turned  the  attention  of  American  physi- 
cians to  this  subject.  A  committee  was  appointed,  with  N.  S.  Davis, 
M.D.,  as  chairman,  who  made  a  short  report  upon  it,  which  was 
followed  by  two  long  reports,  the  one  by  Francis  P.  Porcher,  M.D., 
of  Charleston,  S.  C,  containing  174  pages  royal  octavo,  and  giving 
an  accoant  of  more  than  five   hundred  medical  plants  growi"*^  '^^ 
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the  neighborhood  of  South  Carolina ;  the  other  by  myself,  in  a 
communication  containing  a  list  of  about  three  hundred  and  twenty 
indigenous  medicinal  plants  growing  in  Massachusetts,  giving  an 
account  of  their  medical  properties.  Others  have  given  lesser  re- 
ports in  the  transactions  of  the  Association,  and  the  medical  perio- 
dical publications  of  the  day,  showing  that  a  growing  interest  is 
felt  on  the  subject  by  our  educated  physicians. 

The  field  for  observation  on  this  subject  is  vast,  and  as  yet  but 
little  explored,  particularly  in  the  boundless  West,  which,  compa- 
ratively speaking,  is  just  beginning  to  be  populated.  The  studies 
of  physicians  more  naturally  incline  them  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
science  of  natural  history,  than  those  of  any  other  class  of  men  ; 
consequently  they  have  done  more  towards  enlarging  its  boundar- 
ies than  any  other.  Their  rides  in  thickets  and  forests,  and  in  the 
open  grounds,  give  them  great  opportunities  for  investigating  this 
branch  of  knowledge. 

Suficr  me  in  this  place  to  give  an  extract  on  this  subject  from 
the  address  of  the  father  of  American  physicians,  the  immortal 
Rush,  delivered  before  his  class  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  year  1789,  nearly  sixty  six  years  ago.  It  loses  none  of  its 
value  or  significance  by  age.  It  also  gives  a  spur  and  impetus  to 
exertion  in  other  branches  of  knowledge. 

*'  Let  me  recommend  to  your  particular  attention  the  indigen- 
ous medicines  of  our  country.  Cultivate  or  prepare  as  many  of 
them  as  possible,  and  endeavor  to  enlarge  the  materia  medica,  by 
exploring  the  untrodden  fields  and  forests  of  the  United  States. 
The  ipecacuanha,  the  Seneka  and  Virginia  snakeroots,  the  Caro- 
lina pink-root,  the  spice-wood,  the  sassafras,  the  butternut,  the 
thoroughwort,  the  poke,  and  the  strammonium,  are  but  a  small  part 
of  the  medicinal  productions  of  America.  IJiave  no  doubt  but  there 
are  many  hundred  other  plants  which  now  exhale  invaluable  me- 
dicinal virtues  in  the  air.  Examine  likewise  the  mineral 
waters,  which  are  so  various  in  their  impregnation,  and  so  common 
in  all  parts  of  our  country.  Let  not  the  properties  of  the  insects 
of  America  escape  your  investigation.  We  have  already  discov-» 
-^^ed  among  some  of  them,  a  fly  equal  in  its  blistering  qualities  to 

famous  fly  of  Spain.     Who   knows  but  it  may  be  reserved  for 
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America  to  furnish  the  world  from  her  productions,  cures  for 
some  diseases  which  now  elude  the  power  of  medicine  ?  Who 
knows  but  at  the  foot  of  the  Alleghany  mountains  there  blooms  a 
flower  that  is  an  infallible  cure  for  the  epilepsy  ?  Perhaps  on  the 
Monongahela,  or  the  Potomac,  there  may  grow  a  root  that  shall 
supply  by  its  tonic  powers  the  invigorating  effects  of  the  savage  or 
military  life,  in  the  cure  of  consumption.  Human  misery 
of  every  kind  is  evidently  on  the  decline.  Happiness,  like 
truth,  is  an  unit.  While  the  world,  from  the  progress  of  in- 
tellectual, moral,  and  political  truth,  is  framing  a  more  safe  and 
agreeable  abode  for  man,  the  votaries  of  medicine  should  not  be 
idle.  All  the  doors  and  windows  of  the  temple  of  nature  have 
been  thrown  open  by  the  convulsions  of  the  late  American  revolu- 
tion. This  is  the  time,  therefore,  to  press  upon  her  altars.  We 
have  already  drawn  from  them  discourses  on  morals,  philosophy, 
and  government , .  all  of  which  have  human  happiness  for  their  ob- 
ject. Let  us  preserve  the  unity  of  truth  and  happiness,  by  drawing 
from  the  same  source,  in  the  present  critical  moment,  a  knowledge 
of  antidotes  to  those  diseases  which  are  supposed  to  be  incurable." 
For  my  knowledge  of  the  location  of  the  principal  part  growing 
in  this  section  of  the  country,  I  am  more  indebted  to  a  manu- 
script containing  a  list  of  the  plants  of  Wisconsin,  by  my  friend 
Dr.  S.  Lathrop,  recently  Professor  in  the  Beloit  College,  now  a 
Professor  in  the  Wisconsin  University  at  Madison,  than  to  any 
other  source.  I  believe  this  catalogue  has  recently  been  published 
in  some  of  our  western  periodical  journals.  I  have  also  received  va- 
luable information  from  Lapham^s  Hist,  of  Wisconsin.  I  also  avail 
myself  of  my  own  observations  in  a  more  limited  sphere,  during  a 
short  residence  in  this  section  of  the  country.  The  accounts  of 
the  medical  properties  of  the  plants  enumerated,  is  from  my  own 
researches  into  the  various  aathorities  which  have  presented  them- 
selves to  my  notice,  and  this  has  been  the  principal  labor  of  the 
undertaking.  After  all,  but  little  new  may  have  been  elicited, 
but  it  will  serve  as  a  condensed  reference  to  the  medical  plants  of 
this  section  of  the  west.  I  have  omitted  the  names  of  my  autho- 
rities for  the  medical  properties  of  the  plants  enumerated,  as  it 
would  extend  my  communication  to  an  indefinite  length.     I  refer 
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the  artificial  classification  of  the  plant  of  the  Linnian  arrangement 
thus,  for  the  sake  of  abbreviation,  Class  1.  Order  13.  I  say,  1, 
13.  And  Lr  the  natural  order  for  Rubiaceae,  for  instance,  I  say, 
N.  0.  Kubiaceae,  &c.  I  trust  that  most  physicians  have  botanical 
works  describing  the  plants  in  their  particular  locations,  and  it 
will  be  easy  from  this  arrangement  to  refer  to  them.  I  have  pre-* 
fered  the  alphabetical  arrangement  to  the  natural  or  Linnian  one, 
,on  account  of  the  facility  it  gives  in  looking  for  the  plant. 

1.  Abies   Balsamica.  Balsam  of  Fir.  20.  16.  N.  0.  Conifir». 
This  beautiful  troe,   one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  American 

forests,  and  one  which  should  adorn  our  djor  yards  more  frequently 
than  it  does,  yieMs  a  pellucid  balsani,  which  is  expectorant,  vul- 
nerary, and  slightly  stimulant.  One  part  of  this  balsam,  and  two 
of  spirits  of  turpentine  forms  an  elegant  transparent  varnish  for 
pictures,  and  paper. 

2.  Abies  Canadensis,  Hemlock  tree.  Class  and  order  as  above- 
Stimulant ;  branches  used  in  fomentations — used  in  tanning. 

j8.  Abies  nigra.  Black  Pi^e,  Spina,  class  and  order  as  above, 
stimulant,  diuretic.     The  oil  of  Spina  is  obtained  from  this. 

4.  Abies  or  Pinus  Strobus.  White  Pine,  class  and  order  the 
same.  Most  valuable  for  timber,  the  bark  used  for  poultices  in 
the  piles,  stimulant. 

The  genus  Abies  taken  from  Pinus.  Except  in  the  pineries  of 
Wisconsin,  pines  are  scarce  and  timber  high. 

5.  Abutilon  Avicennae.  Indian  Mallows,  N.  0.  malvaccsB, 
.emollient. 

6.  Acer  Saccharinum.  Sugar  Maple,  Mountain  Maplo,  8,  1. 
Its  principal  medical  quality  is  the  sugar  which  it  yields. 

7  Acer  Eubrum.  Red  Maple,  8,  1.  A  good  ink  is  made  from 
it  by  boiling  with  sulphate  of  iron.  Decoction  useful  m  sore 
eyes. 

8,  9.  Actnea  Rubrum  et  Alba,  Cohosh,  13,  1,  N.  0.  Ranunc, 
tonic,  expectorant  and  nervine. 

10.  Achillea  Millefolium.  Yarrow,  milfoil,  N.  0.,  Artracii. 
Anti-spasmodic  and  tonic. 

11.  Acarus  Calamus.    Sweet  Flag,  6, 1,  N.  0.  orontides.   Arp* 
fij  stimulant,  used  in  dyspepsia  and  as  bitter  tonic. 
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12.  Adiantum  Pedatum.  Maiden  hair,  rock  fern,  cryptogamia. 
Aromatic  and,  slightly  astringent.  A  soothing  syrup  for  coughs 
is  made  from  this  plant  somewhat  similar  to  the  syrup  de  capil- 
laris. 

18.  Anemone  Nemerosa.     Wood,  anemone. 

19.  Anemone  Virginica.     Wind  Flower. 

20.  A.  Pennsylvanica,  Anemone.  13,  18,  N.  0.  Ranunc.  Pro- 
perties alike,  used  in  cutaneous  affections.  It  is  acrid  and  irritat- 
ing, and  sometimes  used  as  a  substitute  for  Spanish  flies. 

21.  Amphiocarpsea  Monarca.     N.  0.  Liguminous,  esculent. 

22.  Agrimonia  Eupatoria.  Common  Agrimony,  12,  2,  tonic, 
laxative  and  febrifuge. 

28.  Alnus  Serrulata.  Common  Alder,  20,  4,  N.O.  AmentiaciEB. 
Leaves  bitter  and  astringent.  I  have  found  a  decoction  of  the 
bark  of  this  slrub  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  Heematuria.  It  is 
also  good  in  other  hemorrhages. 

24.  Alnus  Incnrnata.     Same  class  and  order.     Astringent. 

25.  Allium  Canadense.  Wild  Onion.  6,  1,  stimulant  diuretic, 
and  laxative.     Similar  in  its  properties  to  the  common  onion. 

26.  Amaranthus  Altissimus.     Prince's  Feather,  ?   oa  5  g^fu 

27.  Amaranthus  Hybrides.     Lovely  bleeding,      )       '    ' 

these  plants  are  considered  to  be  useful  in  the  hemorrhages,  par- 
ticularly in  the  uterine  hemorrhage. 

28.  Alisma  Plantago.  Great  Water  Plantain,  8,  18,  irritant; 
stimulant.  It  was  formerly  considered  in  Russia  to  be  altiiost  a 
specific  in  hydrophobia,  but  it  is  not  now  much  used  for  this  pur- 
j)ose. 

^9.  Ambrosia  Trifida.  Rich  weed.  This  weed  was  used  by 
the  Indians  to  make  ropes.  Employed  in  after-pains  in  labor, 
nervine. 

30.  Arctium  Lappa.  Burdock,  6,  1.  Diaphoretic,  diuretic, 
sudorific. 

31.  Andromeda  Polifolia.     Andromeda.     Irritant,  errhine. 
S2.  Aquilcgia  Canadensis.     Columbine,    18,  5,  N.  0.  Ranunc. 

Laxative,  diuretic. 

*8.  Apios  Tuberosa.  Ground  Nut,  17,  10,  N.O.  Leguminosa. 
Esculent,  somewhat  similar  to  the  potato. 
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34.  Aralia  Nudicaulis.     Spikenard,  5,  5,  true  spikenard. 

85.  Aralia  Racemosa.     False  Sarsaparilla,  5,  5. 

Both  these  species  are  mild  stimulants,  aromatic,  etc.,  expecto- 
rant.  A  syrup  of  these  plants  is  much  used  in  coughs.  The  bruised 
root  in  wounds  and  old  ulcers. 

86.  Aralia  Spinosa.  Prickly  Ash.  Class  and  order  the  same. 
Highly  stimulant,  irritant,  diuretic.  Used  much  in  rheumatism, 
toothache,  etc. 

87.  Arabis  Canadensis.     Cress.     Stimulant,  edible. 

88.  Archangelicae  atropurpurea.  Archangel,  5,  2,  N.O.  Um- 
bellif.  Sometimes  mistaken  for  Cicuta  or  poison  hemlock,  as  it  ia 
somewhat  similar  in  appearance.  Carminative,  stimulant,  stom- 
achic. 

89.  Artemesia  canadensis.  Wormwood,  18, 1,  n.  o.  corymbifera. 
The  powder  of  the  root  has  been  much  used  in  epilepsy,  a  most 
Yaluable  discutient,  and  much  used  in  fomentations,  in  wounds 
and  bruises. 

40.  Arbutus  uva  ursi.  Bear  berry.  Uva  ursi.  1, 10,  n,  o,  Ericse. 
Diuretic,  tonic,  astringent. 

41.  Apocynum  androsaemifolium.  Ipecac.  Dog's  bane.  5,  2,  n, 
0,  Apocyncae,  emetic,  cathartic,  &c. 

Apocyncae  cannabinum.  Indian  hemp,  6,  2.  n,  o,  Apocync®, 
Emetic,  cathartic,  and  diuretic. 

42.  Asclepias,  cornuti.  Milk  weed,  Silk  weed,  6,  2,  )  Emetic. 
48.  Asclepias  incarnati.  Silk  weed,  5,  2.  )  Cathartic. 
44.  Asclepias  tuberosa.  Pleurisy  root,  butterfly  weed,  6,  2,  Pec* 

toral,  carminative. 

46.  Asarum  Canadense.  Canada  snake  root,  wild  ginger,  12,  1. 
Aromatic  stimulant,  and  diuretic. 

46.  Arum  tryphyllum.  Wild  turnip.  Dragon  root,  20,  18.  n,  o, 
Aroideae,  expectoront,  carminative,  diuretic.  The  root  loses  much 
of  its  causticity  in  drying. 

47.  Asplenium  thalictroides.  Spleen  root,  cryptogamia.  astrin- 
gent, pectoral,  and  diuretic. 

48.  Aster  macrophyllus. 

^Q,  Aster  macrophyllus,  ^  Aster,  star  flower,  8,  2,  n,  o,  Astcracae 
Astor  Nor-Angleae,  >  Used  in  cutaneous  eruptions,  and  aa 
)  an  ecbolic. 
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51.  Avena  Strictns.  Wild  oats,  8.  %  n,  o,  graminacse,  dietetic, 
expectorant. 

52.  Asparagus  officinalis.  Asparagus,  6,  1,  n,  o,  asparagi,  die- 
tetic, and  diuretic. 

,  53.  Betula  papyracese.  White   birch,  20,  IS,  n,  o,  amentacse, 
astringent,  diuretic. 

54.  Baptisia  tlnctoria.  Indigo  plant,  n,  o,  Leguminosse,  emetic^ 
cathartic. 

55.  Srassima  peltata.  Water  shield,  2,  1,  mucilaginous,  like 
the  lichens. 

56.  Bidens  fondosa,  )  18,  2,  n.  o,  corymbiferae.    An  infusion  of 

57.  Bidens  cernua,  >  seeds  formed  into  a  syrup  with  honey,  good 

3  in  hooping  cough. 

58.  Bronun  ciliatus.  Chess,  2,  2.  A  noxious  plant  among 
wheat.     Purgative,  sudorific,  and  diuretic. 

59.  Botrychium  fumariordes.  Rattlesnake  fern,  oryptogamia. 
Mild  astringent, 

60.  Calla  Palustris.  Water  arum,  20,  IS.  Acrid,  stimulant  like 
the  wild  turnip.  It  loses  its  causticity  by  drying,  and  is  then 
eaten  in  Sweden  for  bread. 

61.  Caltha  palustris.  Cowslip,  IS,  13,  n,  o,  Ranunculaceae. 
Esculent  when  boiled  young  in  the  spring ;  later  acrid.  It  some- 
sometimes  kills  cattle. 

62  Cardamine  rhomboidum.  L.  Ladies  smock.  Roots,  purga- 
tive, diuretic,  and  nervous,  cardamine  pratensis. 

63.  Callytriche  verna.  Water  chickweed,  n,  o,  callitrichiana. 
Highly  diuretic,  and  useful  in  dropsy. 

64.  Canna  alba.  Perhaps  the  Juglans,  butternut,  n,  o,  Jug- 
landicse.  From  the  butternut  a  most  valuable  cathartic  is  ex- 
tracted, which  is  much  in  use  in  domestic  practice. 

65.  Carex  arva.  Sedge.  L.  This  genus  is  very  extensive.  Edi- 
blcy  stomachic,  diuretic,  especially  those  with  odorous  roots. 

66.  Carpinus  virginica,  Vel  ostrya,  n,  o,  carylaceae.  It  affords 
a  grateful  food  for  cattle.  The  wood  is  very  hard  and  white,  and 
burns  like  a  candle.     It  dies  yellow. 

68.  Cassia  chamachristus.  A  species  of  senna,  10,  1,  n,  o,  Legu- 
miposeae,  cathartic,  laxative. 
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68.  Caphalantus  occidentalis.  Button  wood.  L.  Tonic  febrifdge, 
cathartic. 

69.  Ceanothus  Americanus.  New  Jersey  tea  root,  5. 1,  n,  o, 
Rhanacese.  Astringent,  used  for  apthous  sore  mouth ;  used  as  a 
substitute  for  tea  during  the  revolutionary  war. 

70.  Celastrus  scandens.  False,  bitter  sweet,  5, 1,  n,  o,  celaa- 
tracean.  The  bark  is  emetic  and  dyscutient.  Useful  in  discus- 
sing tumors  and  swellings  in  the  bags  of  cows. 

71.  Celtis  occidentalis.  Hackberry,  5,  1.  N.  0.  Amentacse. 
Anodyne,  refrigerant.     The  berries  eaten  in  dysentery. 

72.  Cicuta  Maculata  Wild  poison  Hemlock,  6,  2.  N.  0.  Um- 
billiferae.  A  narcotic  irritant  poison  like  the  conium. 

73.  Cicuta  bulbosa.  Same  class  and  order.  Propertiesthe  same. 

74.  Circse  lutitiana.  Enchanted  night  shade,  1.  2.  n.  o.  Labi- 
atse  used  in  enchantments  in  druidical  ages,  like  the  mummery  of 
animal  magnetism. 

75.  Claytonia  Virginica.  Pigroot.  L.  Antiscorphulous  in  ca- 
taplasms. 

76.  Clematis  Virginiana.  Clematis,  3,  13,  n.  o,  Ranunculacae. 
Very  acrid,  and  employed  as  a  caustic.     Its  fibres  make  paper. 

77.  Cimcifuga  Racemosa.  Cohosh.  Black  snakeroot,  n.  o.  Ra- 
nunc.  Tonic,  and  expectorant.  Much  used  in  consumptive  com- 
plaints. 

78.  Chimaphyla  umbellata.  Altered  from  Pyrola,  Spotted  win- 
ter green.  Diuretic  and  tonic,  much  used  in  dropsy. 

79.  Chilone  glabra.  Snake  head,  14,  2,  n.  o.  Peronata.    Bitter, 

tonic. 

80.  Chenopodium  album.  Worm  seed.  Jeiusalem  oak,  6,  2,  n, 
0  Chenopodiacae.  Anthelmintic,  expectorant,  and  emmenagogue. 

81.  Chenopodium  hybridium.  Class,  order,  and  properties   the 

same. 

82.  Crataegus  coccinea.  Thorn  bush,  12,  2.  Astringent,  anti- 
emetic, stomachic. 

88.  Conium  maculata.  Poison  hemlock,  5,  2,  n,  o,  Unbelliferae. 
Anodyne,   acrid,   and  extremely  poisonous.     I  have  seen  the  best 
ofiFects  from  this  in  cancerous  ulcerations,  from  using  the  bruised 
^8  in  poultices. 
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84.  Cornus  alternifolia,    ]    4, 1,  n,  o,  Hedera. 

85.  Cornus  circinata,         |    Different  species  of  Dogweed. 


86.  Cornus  seriaca, 

88.  Cornus  pauci  folia, 

89.  Cornus  Canadensis, 


All  tonics,  and  pretty  good  substi- 
tutes for  Peruvian  bark.  Cornein 
has  been  made  from  Cornus  Cana- 
densis, little  inferior  to  Quinine. 

90.  Coptis  trifoliuta.  Gold  thread,  Mouth  root,  13,  13,  n,  o, 
Ranun.  Tonic,  stomachic,  and  detergent.  Much  used  in  the  ap- 
thous  sore  mouths  of  children. 

91.  Coreopsis.  Tickseed.  L.  Used  as  a  red  dye  by  the  Indians. 

92.  Corylus  Americana.  Hazel  nut,  20,  18,  n,  o,  Amentaciase. 
The  fruit  is  said  to  be  good  in  inflammation  of  the  kidneys.  The 
oil  is  used  in  toothache. 

93.  Clintonia  borealis.  L.  Vulnerary  in  a  decoction  of  the  leaves. 

94.  Chara  vulgaris.  Water  feathers.  L.  Anti-spasmodic  and 
vermifuge. 

95.  Convallaria  multifloria.  Great  Solomon's  Seal,  6,  2,  n,  o, 
Asparagin.  I  have  seen  the  best  effect  in  hemorrhoids  or  piles 
from  a  syrup  made  of  four  ounces  of  the  dried  root  of  this  plant, 
one  quart  of  water,  simmered  to  a  pint,  add  a  pint  of  molasses  and 
simmer.     Dose  a  wine  glass  full  three  times  a  day. 

96.  Chrysosplenium.  Water  carpet.  L.   Aperient,  corroborant. 

97.  Cuscuta  gronovir.    Dodder,  5,   2,    Bitter,    and  astringent. 

98.  Cipressus  thyoides.  White  cedar.  L.  Infusion  of  the  wood 
stomachic.     The  oil  used  in  rheumatism. 

99.  Cynoglossum  officinale.  Hounds  tongue,  5,  1.  Demulcent 
and  sedative.  Used  in  Noemaphysis. 

Ladies  slippers,  19,  2,  n.  o. 
Orchideae.  All  most  used  as 
a  nervine  by  the  botanic 
physcians  and  quacks  as  an 
anti-spasmodic  and  nervine. 
Thev  call  it  Nervine,  Ame- 
rica  Valerian.  lean  see  but 
j  little  efficacy  in  it. 
108,  Cyprus  oleandrus.  Bull  rush;  cryptogamia,  diuretic. 

104,  Datura  stramonium.  Common  Thorn  apple,  apple  penn, 
6.  1,  n.  0.  Solanese.  This  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  our  nar- 
cotics, and  an  acrid  poison. 

105,  Diervilla  trefida.  L.  Yellow  dit"'^*'""  •  -'^tisyphitic,  diur- 
•tio.  8 


100,  Cypripedium  pubesc^ns. 

101,  Cypripedium  parviflorum, 

102,  Cypripedium  spectabile. 
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106,  Delphinium  consolida.  Larkspur,  13,  3,  n  o.  Ramunc. 
Vulnerarj,  anti-spasmodic,  diuretic. 

107,  Dentaria  laciniata.  Tooth  root.  L  ;  aromatic  and  stimulant. 

108,  Dirca  palustris.  Leather  wood,  Moose  wood.  8.  1,  n.  o.  T. 
Thymeleae.     It  is  emetic,  cathartic,  rubifacient,  and  epispastic. 

109,  Drosera  rotundifolia.  Linden,  L.  Pectoral,  and  used  in 
asthma. 

110,  Elymus  Virginius.  The  seeds  eaten  like  bread. 

111,  Equisitem  arvense.  Horse  tail,  )    Cryptogamia  ;   both   of 

112,  Equis.  hyemale.  Scouring  rush,  y  them  excellent  diuretics 

113,  Erythronium  dens  canis.  Adder's  tongue,  6,  1,  n.  o.  Li- 
biar.  The  root  when  dry  is  farinaceous ;  when  green,  emetic,  acrid 
and  stimulant. 

114,  Euonymus  atropurpurea.  Spindle  tree,  L.  Fruit  emetic,  di- 
uretic, in  powder  good  for  the  itch. 

115,  Eupatorium  perfoliatum.  Thoroughwort,  boneset,  8,  1,  n. 
o.  Compositse.  This  is  undoubtedly  one  of  our  best  indigenous  cath* 
artics;  the  flowers  are  also  tonic  and  emetic. 

116,  Eupatorium  purpureum  Joepye  root,  class  and  order  the 
same,  highly  diuretic. 

117,  Euphorbia  maculata.  Blooming  spurge,  11,  8  ]  cathartic, 
emetic,  and  stimulant. 

118,  Fagus  ferruginea.  Beech,  20,  13.  It  yields  a  pleasant 
edible  nut.  The  decoction  of  the  leaves,  and  in  ointments,  good  for 
bums  and  scalds. 

119,  Floerkia  proserpin  cardis.  Sweet  salad ;  edible,  good  and 
Bweet. 


)   12,  13,  n.  0.  Rosacse. 
7,} 


120,  Fragaria  virginiana.   Strawberry,  )   Pleasant   fruit  a  de- 

121,  Fragaria  vesca,  common  ditto,        /  coction   of  the  leaves 

)   useful  in  dysentery. 

122,  Fedia  fago  pynum.  Lamb  lettuce.  Mz.  A  good  salad,  di- 
uretic. 

128,  Fraxinus  Americana.  Ash  tree,  21,    2,  n  o.    Jasminese. 

The  bark  is  bitter  and   astringent,  and  used  for  hemorrhages,  and 

the  bites  of  snakes. 

Galium  aperine.       >  Gucse   Grass,   4,  1,  n.  o.  RubiceaSi 
Galium  asprellum,  )  diuretic,  and  astringent. 
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126,  Gaultherius  procumbens.  Winter  green,  chequer  berry, 
10,  1.  A  very  pleasant  aromatio  stimulant.  The  oil  and  essence 
very  much  used  in  this  country,  diuretic. 

127,  Geranium  maculatum.  Crane's  bill,  16,  10,  n.  o.  Goran- 
accae.    This  is  one  of  our  best  and  purest  astringents. 

128,  Geranium  robertianum.  Same  class  and  order.  Used  in  the 
bloody  water  and  bloody  flux  of  animals,  astringent  and  diuretic. 

129,  Gerandia  quircifolia.  Golden  oak.  Mx.  Used  by  the  Sioux 
Indians  for  the  bite  of  the  rattlesnake.  It  is  also  used  for  the 
toothache. 

180,  Gentiana  quinqueflora.   )   Blue   and  fringed  gentians,  16, 

131,  Gentiana  crinita,  )   10,  n.  o  Gentiana,  tonic,  bitter, 

132,  Gentiana  Saponaria.       )   corroborant,  cathartic,  good  sub- 

)   stitutes  for  foreign  gentians. 

133,  Geum  robertianuc.  Avens.  Throat  root,  12,  3,  n.  o.  Ros- 
aceae ;  astringent  and  a  pure  tonic ;  used  with  gold  thread  for  ap- 
thous  ulcerations,  in  chronic  diseases,  diarrhoea,  leucorrhoea,  &c. 

134,  Gnaphalium  polyaphelata.  Life  eyerlasting,  18,  2,  n.  o. 
Corimbifera ;  astringent,  vermifuge,  and  vulnerary. 

135,  Goodyera  pubescens,  Scrofula  weed.  Used  much  in  scro- 
fulous affections. 

136,  Hydrastis  canadenses.  Scrofula  weed.  Much  used  by 
the  botanists  and  other  empirics.  Bitter,  pungent,  nauseous  and 
disagreeable. 

137,  Hepatica  triloba.  Liver  root,  13,  13,  Ramunc.  Expecto- 
rant. Il  has  been  very  extensively  used  in  syrup  in  consumptive 
complaints. 

138,  Helonias  deplexa.  Ilelonias.  The  decoction  of  the  bark  of 
the  root  useful  in  colic. 

139,  Helianthus  rigidus.  Sunflower,  18,  3,  n.  o.  Corymbiferese. 

140,  Helianthus  annuus.  Large  sunflower,  class  and  order  the 
same.  The  seeds  of  this  plant  yield  an  oil  equal  to  olive  oil ; 
astringent. 

141,  Helianthus  tuberosus.  Artichoke,  class  and  order  the 
«ame.  Culinary  roots,  which  contains  sugar,  diuretic. 

142,  Helianthus  canadenses,  properties  somewhat  similar. 

143,  Helenium  autumnale.  False  Sunflower,  yellow  star.  R. 
Tenia,  febrifuge,  errhine.     It  has  been  used  in  intermittenta. 
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145.  Heracleum  lanatum.  Martin  root,  5,  2j  n.  o.  npiaccae ;  a 
warm  stimulating  carminative,  like  the  anise  and  caraway. 

145,  Hieracium  canadenses.  Vining  hawkweed,  18,  1,  n.  o. 
cichor.  vulnerary,  astringent,  sudorific,  and  pectoral. 

145,  Hieracium  gronovir,  class  and  order  the  same;  use  1  for 
tooth  ache,  and  to  euro  warts. 

147,  Ilordeum  jubatum.  A  species  of  barley ;  used  like  the 
genuine. 

146,  Ilnmulus  lupulus  Common  hop,  21,  5.  Bitter,  tonic,  nar- 
cotic, lupulin,  or  tlie  povnlcr  of  the  Iiop  easily  separated  frona  it. 
They  nre  the  princip  1  ingredients  in  beer  and  porter. 

149,  Ilydrophyllum  virginicum.  Burn  flower,  5,  2.  This  has 
been  used  aL^ainst  the  bites  of  snakes,  and  that  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mation of  the  i^kin  produced  by  the  Rhus  or  poison  sumach. 

150,  ITypcricura  pyraniidatum,    )   St.  John's  wort. 

151,  Hypericum  canadcnjje,  )  St.  John's  wort,  5,  1 ;  Bal- 
samic, pectoral,  somewhat  styptic  and  vulnerary.  Used  in  diar- 
rhsea,  dysentery,  mania  and  low  sp  rits  ;  a  syrup  of  it  useful  in 
croup. 

152,  Impatiens  pallida.  Jewel  weed,  5,  1.  The  whole  plant  is 
acrid,  and  when  taken  internally  it  operates  as  an  emetic,  cathar- 
tic and  diuretic. 

153,  Iris  versicolor.  Flower  de  luce,       )  3,  1,  cathartic,  acrid, 

154,  Iris  viginianum.  Blue  flag  lily.      )  stimulant  and  emetic. 

155,  Juglans  cinerea,  Butter  nut,  )  chiss    20,    order 

156,  Juglans  cinerea,  Black  walnut,  >  13.   The  butter- 

157,  Juglans  scjuarrosa  shag  bark  hickory  nut  )  nut  is  a  most  va- 
luable cathartic.     The  bark  of  the  others  is  rubifacient. 

158,  Juncus  valticus.  Rushes,  L.  diuretic,  cathartic 

159,  Juniperus  communis.  Common  Juniper,  )   21,  16,   stiaia- 
IGO,  Juniperus  virginianum.  Red  cedar,  )   lant,  emenago- 

gue,  diuretic,  and  diaphoretic. 

161,  Kalmia  glauca.  Laurel,  10, 1,  leaves  poisonous  and  nar- 
cotic. 

152,  Larix  Americana.  Larix.  Hackmetac,  20,  16.  It  produces 
A  fine  balsam  similar  to  turpentine,  useful  in  wounds,  braises,  &o. 
T>iisi  tree  resembles  the  pinus,  but  the  leaves  are  deciduous  in  the 
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163,  Ledum  lati folium.  Labrador  tea,  Marsh  tea.  Leaves  bitter, 

aatringci  t,  and  pectoral;  used  in  cutaneous  eruptions. 

164,  Lemna  minor.  Duck  meat,  20,  2,  A  catapIuBm  of  it  has 
been  used  in  gout,  and  in  the  piles.  A  decoction  useful  in  Jaun- 
dice. 

165,  Leonorus  cardiaca.  Mother^'ort,  14,  1.  Similar  in  its  pro- 
perties to  valerian ;  used  in  hysterical  and  nervous  elfections. 

166,  Leontudon  taraxacum.  Dandelion,  18,1.  This  plant  has 
come  into  vogue  greatly  for  jaundice,  dyspepsia,  &c.  It  i&  diur- 
etic, slightly  tonic,  and  aperient. 

167,  Lepiaium  virginianum.  Pepper  grass,  15,  2.  Eaten  as  a 
salad;  acrid,  diuretic,  anti-scorljutic. 

168,  Lilium    canadenses.      /  Canada  and  Philadelphia  lily,  L. 

169,  Lilium  philadclphium,  ^  Roots  Useful  in  suppuration  for 
poultices.     Edible. 

170,  Liatris  cylindrica.  Gay  feather,  1^,  1.  Diuretic;  good  in 
giavel. 

171,  Liatris  scariosa,  Eutt'jn  snake  root,  class,  order  and  pro- 
pertit-s  th  •  isaine. 

172    LiLum  TJ^'idum.  Will  Cax. 

173.  Linum  usitatitsimum,  c  mmon  flax  naturalized,  5,  5,  lax^ 
ative  pect:r  1.  suJoiific.  fiix  j-  od.  one  of  our  pureM  dernulcenti^ 


174. 

L.v:;^c-.r- 

;:..-.!>.   a.- :i-.al  I'.l.Iia,  5,  1. 

175. 

L.V-Iiasj.j- 

'.V.i'.c-i   S  .;,;.i;l'.:c  LV^Iia.  5   1. 

176.  L'.' .lia  iL:!::a.  Dv-..i>  V-l'V-^-,  •^-  1-  Ti,e  U-.l  article  is 
iLe  d.TiLe  r<Tr'.--y  cf  iLr  'J  i.  .::-*'. r.ian,  l>ot<i:,ici,  ^Vratti^rm,  acMl 
Ecleci-s*.  V '.  .:■'%  Li  J  l'.  '.e  r-i/«-<iri  u:.  -ir  X:.*:  fcarc';  cl*^,  zsA  the 
O!  e  on  -bI  :  . :'  -y  r  ,t  ". :;  -ii.r'riTe'*  f. :'.  ir  ;i;:i*;  «;pr.'rr;ie;Jil  {//pa- 
laritT.  ti.1  .:r  t .,..':.  r  -, .  :\v.:  r..:;  V,»..  '/.y^.^r/.j  'ie»ew>d*4 
ilxLc*--;  ::  -'  -  *  •, '  *  .:  :  .  _:..  I:  ^,  ^  v.virr.t  ;..;':/.>,  mrrA  y/,' 
Km.  ir{  .  j'.>  :•:.♦  - 1  I  I  -  r  ;:.-'.  i  f-il  i':r.-.:-t  '/fit*:*  ti.^ 
Xev  T;ri  :  ':r:.:  ::  IT   ;  :  -  -  !  ::-^  rr.  f:r  :-,- ye^vr  IM^. 

ITT    L:i  .i:---'  :•....  :.»    ];.•-;....]<:.-.  i.  L  T;-/fe  ript  inrf- 

iimvn  i2k    '  r'.,z,  :.  r..;  1.^  •  .-t  t'  -     .  '>;<  >«:.     A   t^'^p  is 

IT^    L.;^:»  ftfrcLi.^   L.;,  '^.   F.-^tf  ieal  Lu  St«ds  kilttr 
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179,  Lycopodium  lucidulum.  Ground  pine,  L.  Cryptogamia ; 
used  in  dropsy,  emenagogue,  drastic,  gout,  diarrhoea,  &c. 

180,  Lycopuii  virginicus  Water  agrimony.  Bugle  2,  1.  This 
is  one  of  our  most  valuable  astringents :  very  valuable  in  uterine 
and  all  other  hemorrhages.  I  have  pu|;)lished  a  long  account  of 
it  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine.  I  hope  it  will  continue 
to  engage  the  observation  and  attention  of  physicians. 

181,  Lycopus  minatus.  Water  horehound,  class  and  order  the 
same.     Used  in  intermittent  fevers. 

182,  Lythrum  alatum.  Willow  herb.  L.  Mucilaprjnous  in  diar- 
rhoea and  dysentery. 

183,  Lysimachia  quadrifolia.  Loose  strife.  L.  Slightly  astrin- 
gent, stomachic,  expectorant ;  good  for  coughs  and  cold,  and  to  im- 
prove the  appetite. 

184,  Lythospernum  officinale.  L.  Similar  in  properties  to  cyn- 
oglossum. 

186,  Malva  rotundifolia.  Mallows,  class  17  ;  all  the  mallows  are 
mucilaginous,  and  equivalent  in  properties  to  the  slippery  elm, 
gum  arable,  &c. 

186,  Marula  cotula.  May  weed.  L.  Bitter,  tonic,  stomachic, 
nervine. 

187,  Marubium  vulgarie.  Hore  hound,  14,  1 ;  emenagogue, 
deobstruent,  diuretic,  used  in  dysmenorrhoea,  and  in  affections  of 
the  kidneys.  It  is  the  basis  of  the  negro  remedy  for  the  bite  of 
snakes. 

188,  Medeola  virginica.  Indian  cucumber,  6,  8.  It  is  highly 
diuretic,  and  has  been  successfully  used  in  dropsies. 

189,  Menispermum  canadense.  Moonseed,  L.  Bitter,  tonic, 
mucilaginous  ;  used  in  the  stranguary  of  horses. 

190,  Mentha  canadenses.  Common  mint,  13,  1,  n.  o.  Labiatae  ; 
all  the  mints  are  warm  aromatic  stimulants.  The  wild  leaves  ap- 
plied warm  on  the  breast  will  prevent  the  formation  of  abscesses, 
and  promote  the  flow  of  milk. 

191,  Meriganthus  trifoliata.  Buck  bean,  5,  1,  n.  o.  Gentianae, 
Bitter,  tonic,  and  cathartic.  More  intensely  bitter  than  gentian  ; 
"«»ed  in  intermittent  and  other  fevers,  where  tonics  are  required  ; 

eumatism,  dropsy,  and  cutaneous  eruptions. 
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192,  Mitella  dyphylla.  Currant  leaf ;  Refrigerant,  used  in  fevers 
as  a  drink. 

193,  Mitchella  repens.  Creeping  chequer  berry.  This  is  a  most 
valuable  diuretic,  much  used  in  dropsy.  For  an  extended  account 
of  it  see  my  Medical  Cotany. 

194,  Monarda  fistulosa.  Balm,  2,  1,  n.  o.  Labiateae. 

195,  Monarda  punctata.  Mountain  Balm,  2, 1,  n.  o.  the  same ; 
altered  to  Milissa.  Aromatic,  fragrant,  and  anti-emetic,  similar 
to  the  mints. 

196,  Monotropa  Uniflora.  Beech  drop,  pipe  plant,  10,  1,  N. 
Monotropae.  Anodyne.  Dr.  Steward's  substitute  for  opium ;  cures 
opthalmies. 

197,  Milium  effusum.  Wild  Millet  L.  Esculent. 

198,  Myrica  gala.  Bay  berry,  n.  o.  Myricae ;  astringent,  anti- 
spasmodic used  in  dysentery.  From  the  berries  bay-berry  tallow 
is  made. 

199,  Nasturtium  palustre,  Nasturtion,  L ;  aromatic,  diuretic. 

200,  Negundo  acerandis.    Equivalent  with  all  the  maples. 

201,  Nymphaea  odorata.  White  pond  lily,  sweet  pond  lily,  18, 
1.  The  roots  are  the  parts  employed  in  medicine.  They  are  de- 
mulcent, anodyne  and  emollient.  They  form  the  best  poultices 
which  can  be  used  in  suppurating  abscesses. 

202,  Nuphar  advena.  Yellow  water  lily,  18, 1.  This  plant  pos- 
sesses the  properties  of  the  above,  but  in  a  less  degree. 

203,  Nepeta  cataria.  Catmint  or  catnep,  5,  1,  n.  o.  Labiatae. 
carminative,  stimulant,  and  much  used  in  the  affections  of  infants. 

204,  Oxalis  violacae.  Clover  leafed  sorrel,  L.  1,  6.  This  plant 
yields  oxalic  acid. 

205,  (Enothera  biennis.  Scabish  Tree  primrose,  8,  1,  n.  o. 
Malastron ;  esculent,  mucilaginous. 

206,  Orchis  spectabilis,  Salep,  L.  From  this  Ocher's  Salip  is 
m:ide,  vermifuge. 

207,  Ostrya  virginica.   Similar  to  carpinus. 

20§,  Oryzoptis  asperi folia.  American  rice  ;  eaten  by  the  Am- 
rican  Indians  like  common  rice. 

290,  Panax  quiuquefulia.  Ginseng,  5,  2.  The  divine  remedy  of 
the  Chinese.     Very  abundant  here,  sufficient  for  commercial  pur- 
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poses.    Stimulant   cordial   tonic,  expoctorant,  &c.     An  excellent 
ingredient  with  mallows  in  cough  mixtures. 

210,  Parnassia.  Similar  in  its  properties  to  hepatica. 

211,  Pastinaae  Saliva.  Parsnip,  5,  2.  Esculent.  Seeds  aromatic 
and  stimulant  f 

212,  Pedicularis  canadenses.  House  wort,  14,  2.  Sometimes 
called  heal-all.  The  Indians  use  it  in  the  bite  of  snakes. 

218,  Pinus  banksiana.  See  Abies,  29,  16. 

214.  Pinus  resinosa.  Pitih  pine,  29,  16.  From  this  the  turpen- 
tine aLd  resin  of  commerce  is  made. 

215.  Pinus  mitis.  Pine  29,  16.  All  the  kinds  of  pines  are  va- 
luable, from  which  the  pitch,  resin,  and  turpentine  are  made. 
Diuretic  and  stimulant. 

216.  Plantago  major.  Common  plantain,  etc.  Leaves  cooling 
and  vulnerary.  Root  astringent.  When  young,  leaves  a  good 
salad.  « 

217.  Phytolacca  decandra.  Poke  root,  11,  10.  Emetic,  ca- 
thartic, narcotic.  Used  much  in  the  cure  of  rheumatism  ;  also  in 
the  swelled  udder  of  cows. 

218.  Physalis  viscera.  Ground  cherry,  5,  1.  Berries  diuretic 
and  sedative. 

219.  Podophyllum  peltatum.  May  apple.  Mandrake,  n.  o. 
Actiana*  This  is  one  of  our  very  best  native  oithartics  at  the 
west,  and  it  grows  in  great  abundance  there.  On  account  of  its 
superior  efficacy  as  a  cathartic*,  it  is  sometimes  called  mercury 
root.  An  account  of  it  may  be  found  in  all  our  best  medical 
dispensations.     Leaves  narcotic.     Fruit  relished  by  most  people. 

220.  Partulucca  olevacea.  Purslain  11,  12.  Diuretic  and 
vermifuge.  Esculant.  A  good  salve  made  with  it  for  the  lips 
and  nipples. 

221.  Polygala  paucifolia.  Dwarf  milk-root,  17,  8,  n.  o. 
Polygonacoe.  Properties  somewhat  similar  to  polygala  senega, 
stimulant,  sudorific.  Smells  somewhat  like  the  Gaultheria  pro- 
oumbens.  A  tea  of  the  plant  useful  in  erysipelas.  Used  £^  rat* 
tlesnake  bites. 

222.  P.   Sanguinia.  )  Snakeroots.     Class  and  order  as  abov«« 

223.  P.  Poly^amia.  )  Properties  a;>mewhat  similar. 
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214,  Polygonum  persicaria.  Water  pepper,  Smart  Treed,  9,  3, 
II.  0.  Pjlyg>aiacje  A  piingcat,  biting,  aromatic  plant,  diuretic  and 
stimulating  vesicant,  and  blistering  the  skin  if  applied  long  to  it^ 
Useil  a  good  deal  in  fomentation  when  an  irritant  eff^jot  is  desirable. 

216,   Polygonum  hyderpipe,  Similar  in  properties  to  the  above. 

216,  Polygonum  fagopyrum.  Buck  wheat.  Esculent,  flour  in 
pancakes  equal  to  wheat.  A  tea  of  the  plant  useful  in  erysipelas, 
both  as  a  beverage  and  wash. 

217,  Polygonatum  pubescens. 

218,  Populus  tremuloides  Common  poplar.  Class  21.  This 
is  the  celebrated  tonic  bitter  of  the  Thompsonian  or  steamers. 
The  buds  are  balsamic  and  stimulant. 

219,  Populus  balsamifera.  Balsam  poplar.  The  balsam  from  the 
buds  of  this  tree  is  considered  to  be  equal  to  copaiva. 

120,  Polygonus  grandidenta. 

121,  Potentilla  norwcgica.  Cinquefoil,  fine  finger,  12,  18.  This 
is  a  mild  astringent,  and  was  formerly  used  in  diarrhoea.  Proper* 
ties  somewhat  similar  to  tormentilla. 

122,  Prunella  vulgaris.  Self  heal.  14,  1.  Bitter  astringent. 
Bruised  and  applied  to  wounds  supposed  to  be  very  effectual  in 
healing  them. 

128.  Prinos  verticellatus.  Red  berry  alder.  Bark  astringent, 
emetic,  and  tonic.  Berries  purgative  and  vermifuge.  A  very  or- 
namental shrub,  which  would  add  much  t  j  the  beauty  of  our  door 
yards. 

124,  Prunus  Americana.  Wild  cherry,  black  cherry,  12,  1.  n. 
o.  Rosacea^.  This  is  a  bitter  astringent,  and  contains  Prussic  acid. 
Tonic,  antibilious,  and  pectoral.  It  is  the  basis  of  Ayer's  celebrated 
cherry  pectoral. 

126,  Pyrus  coronaria.  Wild  crab,  12, 1.  Blossoms  and  fruit 
acrid,  bitter  and  austere,  still  tho  fruit  is  much  used  in  preserves. 

126,  Pyrola  rotuddifolia.  R'>and  leafed  winter  green,  10,  1. 
Diuretic,  leaves  vulnerary. 

^    127,  Pycnanthemum   linceolatum.    Wild  basil,    14,  1.     This 
plant  is  similar  in  its  properties  to  the  mints  and  pennyroyal. 

128,  Ptelea  trifoliata.  Wing  seed,  vermifuge  in  tea,  vulnerary 
in  poultices. 
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129,  Qttereus  alba.  White  oak,  ^  20,  13.  All  the  oaks  are  vs- 

130,  Quercus  rubra.   Bed  oak,  >  luable    astringents.       Fron» 

131,  Quercus  pinus,  S  them  tanin  is  prepared,  the 
most  valuable  astringent  in  use. 

132,  Ranunculus  repens.  Crowfoot,  butter  cup,  14,  1,  Acrid 
and  Durcotic.    The  leaves  applied  to  the  skin  will  blister  ic. 

133,  Ribes  cynosbati.  Gooseberry,  5.  1.  Fruit  edible,  lax- 
ative, refrigerant.     Their  properties  are  universally  known, 

134,  Rhamnus  alnifolius.  A  species  of  buckthorn.  Properties 
somewhat  similar  to  Rhamnus  catharticus,  class  5,  1. 

185,  Rhus  tyihina.  Sumach,  )  5,  3.  Harmless  astringent 

136,  Rhus  glabra.  Smooth  sumach  )  Berries  used  in  dysentery. 

137,  Rhus  vernata.     Poison  sumach.  )  Poisonous,  class 

138,  Rhus  tozi  codendendron,  Poison  sumach  )  and  order  the 
same.     Produees  an  effect  like  erysipelas. 

189.  Rubus  occidentals,    ^ramble  raspberry.  )  13,  13.     Pro- 

140.  Rubus  villosus.  Blackberry.  >  perties   of  the 

141,  Rubus  nathamis.  Perhaps  dewberry.  )  above  berries 
and  shrubs  are  too  well  known  for  description  here. 

142,  Rumex  brittanica,  6,  3,  Acid  and  rifrigerant. 

143.  Rumex  acetosella.    Sorrel  dock. 

134,  Rumex  Crispus.  dock,  class  and  order  the  same.  As« 
tringent,  anti-seorbutic,  and  tonic.  Much  was  formerly  thought  of 
its  efficacy  in  cancer. 

145,  Rosa  lucinda.  Rose  13,  13,  of  the  more  than  300  species 
of  roses,  SO  at  least  are  wild  in  America.  Their  properties  are 
similar  and  well  known  to  educated  American  physicians. 

146,  Sanguinaria  canadenses.  Blood  root,  13,  1.  A  volume* 
might  be  written  in  praise  of  this  valuable  plant.  An  account  of 
its  virtues  may  be  found  in  all  the  writers  upon  Materia  Medica 
and  Medical  Botany  extant.  That  of  TuUy,  in  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Recorder,  is  the  most  elaborate,  to  which  I  refer  the 
reader. 

147,  Sambucus  canadenses,  Common  elder,  3,  8.  Flowers 
axative,  and  somewhat  sedative.  The  syrup  also  possesbes  much 
he  same  properties.  Much  used  in  the  diseases  of  infants.  Good 
n  cutaneous  eruptions.     The  berries  make  good  wine. 

'8,  Sanioula    marylandica.     Sanicle,    5,    2.   sub-astringent^ 
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tonic,  antisypbilitic.  It  has  been  nsed  as  a  diuretic  ia  cases  of 
dropsy,  also  in  gonorhoea,  syphilis.  In  decoction  it  is  good  in 
wounds  and  bruises. 

149,  Sarracenia  purpurea.  Side  saddle  flower,  18,  1,  n.  o- 
Sarracenaceae.  The  roots  of  this  singular  plant  are  bitter,  tonic, 
and  stomachic,  and  are  useful  in  dyspepsia,  and  where  tonics  are 
required.     Useful  in  diarrhoea  and  chronic  dysentery. 

150,  Saponaria  vaccatia.  Soapwort,  10,  2.  Tonic,  diaphoretic, 
and  hepatic.  It  has  been  used  in  rheumatism,  gout  and  jaundice. 
They  are  diuretic  and  emmenagogue. 

151,  Saxifraga  aiton,     Saxifraga, 

152,  Saxifraga  Pennsylvanica.  Rock  saxifraga,  10,  1.  They 
are  bitter  and  astringent.     Root  useful  in  gravel. 

153,  Scipus  pungens.     Bull  rush.     Cryptogamia.     Diuretic. 

154,  Scutellara  lateriflora.  Scull  cap,  mad  dog  weed,  14,  2, 
n.  o.  Labiateae.  Volumes  have  been  written  and  more  angry  pas- 
sion has  been  excited  upon  the  anti-hydrophobic  virtues  of  this 
plant,  and  much  ridicule  has  been  cast  upon  the  believers  in  it. 
Still  the  facts  and  arguitents  which  have  been  adduced  in  its  favor 
have  not  been  overthrown.  Some  of  the  most  respectable  physi- 
cians in  England,  and  in  the  United  States  have  Deen  believers  in 
it,  such  as  Dr.  Mussey,  of  Cincinnati,  Dr.  Spalding,  Drs.  Wells, 
Sione,  Williams,  Rafanisque,  and  many  others  in  America,  be- 
sides Youatt  and  Watson,  in  Europe.  I  am  no  believer  in  any 
specific,  yet  I  think  the  subject  should  be  treated  with  candor, 
rather  than  ridicule.  Surely  a  substance  containing  the  following 
ingredients  cannot  be  considered  in  Tt.  The  substances  found  in 
it  by  Cadet  were,  1st.  Yellow  green  oil,  fixed,  and  soluble  in  ether. 
2nd.  A  bitter  principle.  3rd.  Chlorophylle.  4th.  A  peculiar 
volatile  matter,  tasting  and  smelling  like  the  principle  of  anti- 
scorbutic plants  5th.  An  essential  oil.  6th.  Albumen.  7th.  A 
sweet  mucous  substance.  8th.  A  peculiar  astringent  principle. 
9th,  Lignin.  When  burnt  the  ashes  afibrd  chloride  of  soda  and 
seven  other  salts.  It  is,  says  he,  tonic,  astringent,  anti-spasmodici 
anti  hydrophobic  at  least.  The  steamers  and  botanies  consider  it 
their  grand  anti- spasmodic.  (See  my  communication  in  the  tran- 
sactions of  the  American  Medical  Assoeiaton,  vol,  2,  1849.) 
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155,  Santillaria  galimculata.  Hooded  willow  herb,  class  and 
order  the  same.     Anti  spasmodic. 

156,  Silphum  lanchium.  Turpentine  gum  flower,  L.  Yields  a 
fine  fragrant  gum  like  Frankinsence,  and  chewed  by  the  Indians  to 
sweeten  the  breath. 

157,  Silene  stellata.     Wild  pink,  L.  vermifuge. 

158,  Sinapis  alba.  White  mustard.  15,  2.  Antiscorbutic  and 
diuretic  ;  Laves  used  as  a  salad. 

159,  Sinapis  nigra.  Black  mustard,  15,  2;  heating  and  stimu- 
lant. Used  as  a  condiment.  Seeds  in  large  quantities  unbroken 
emetic  ;  bruiscJ  most  excellent  for  an  external  irritant. 

160,  Sisymbrium  canescens.  Hedge  mustard,  n.  o.  cruciferaBi 
diuretic,  and  expectorant. 

161,  Smilax  lotundifolia.  Green  briar,  21,  6.  An  infusion  is 
said  to  be  of  service  in  mercurial  salivation,  in  chronic  rheumatism, 
and  in  diseases  of  the  skin. 

162,  Spergula  arvcnsis.  Spurge,  10,  5.  The  inhabitants  of 
Norway  and  Finland  use  the  seeds  for  bread,  when  the  corn  fails  ; 
poultry  are  fond  of  them. 

163,  Solidago  laterifolia.  Golden  rod,  18,  2. 

164,  Solidago  odora.  Sweet  scented  golden  rod,  18,  2.  Car- 
minative. Its  properties  are  very  similar  to  aniseed,  caraway^ 
&c.,  aromatic  and  stimulant. 

165,  Sorghi^m  natans,  L.  Esculent. 

166,  Spiroda  opulifolia.  A  species  of  hard  hack,  12,  5,  slightly 
astringent  and  icnic. 

167,  Symphonia  carpus  occidentalis.  Snow  berry ;  root  used 
for  ague,  tonic,  and  astringent ;  fibrifuge  in  small  doses. 

168,  Symplocarpus  foetidus.  Skunk  cabbage,  n,  o.  Irvidiaa 
Root  acrid  and  stimulant ;  when  green  applied  to  the  tongue  it 
will  instantly  blister  it ;  very  extensively  used  in  medicine,  an  ac- 
count of  which  may  be  found  in  all  our  dispensatories. 

169,  Thalictrum  anemanoides.  Meadow  rue,  13,  13;  a  poultice 
kade  of  the  leaves  of  this  plant  has  been  known  to  alleviate  the 
ain  of  sciatica. 

170,  Thalictrum  diocum.  Same  class  and  order;  sometimes 
^nake  bites. 
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171,  Tiphroaia  virginica.  Turkey  pea,  L.     Vermifuge. 

172,  Teucrium  canadense.  Wood  sage,  germander,  14, 1.  Tonic, 
aromatic,  bitter. 

172,  Tilia  araericana,  Bass  or  Linn,  13,  1.  This  is  a  most  va- 
luable wood.  The  bark  formed  into  poultices  is  superior  to  slip- 
pery elm,  and  used  for  the  same  purposes.  Most  extensively  used 
in  burns,  bruises  and  ulcers. 

173,  Trillium  cernium.  Nodding  trillium,  6,  3.  The  roots  of 
all  the  trilliums  are  most  valuable  astringents.  I  have  published 
a  long  article  upon  them  in  the  ^\^w  England  Journal  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  and  in  the  Now  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  and  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

174,  Triostcum  perfoliatura.  Fever  root,  5,  1.  Cathartic,  and 
in  large  doses  emetic,  diuretic,  useful  in  fever,  agues,  and  pleu- 
rises. 

175,  Ulmus  Americina.  Common  elm,  5,  2.  A  splendid  orna- 
mental tree.     Diuretic  and  demilcent. 

176,  Ulmus  fulva.  Slippery  elm,  5,  2.  The  bark  is  ono  of 
the  purest  demulcents  known  for  drinks  and  poultices. 

177,  Urtica  pumila.  Common  nettle,  20,  4,  stimulant,  diuretic. 

178,  Valeriana  ciliala.  American  valerian,  L.  Used  in  nervous 
diseases. 

179,  Vaccinium  macrocarpus  The  whortleberry  species,  L,  10, 
1,  diuretic. 

189,  Verbascum  thapsus.  Mullein,  L.  Much  used  as  an  exter- 
nal mild  irritant,  by  binding  the  leaves  oa  the  part  effected,  de- 
mulcent, and  pectoral. 

181,  Verbena  hastata.  Purple  vervain.  14,  1,  bitter,  emetic, 
expectorant.     A  syrup  prepared  from  it  very  useful  in  coughs.   . 

182,  Viburnum  opulus.    Snow  ball.       )    5.  3,  diuretic,  berries 

183,  Viburnum  lentago.  Haw  berry,      )    eaten  'by  partridges 

and  other  birds. 

184,  Viola  blanda.  Smo  ah  violet,    )  All  the  violets  are  highly 

185,  Viola  cuculata.  ILit  violet,       >  m  cilagi nous  and  diuretic 

186,  Viola  pedata.  Bird  foot  violet.  )  I   have  published   a  full 

^acooant  of  them  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
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gery,    which  has   been   republished   in   the  American  Journal  of 
Pharmacy,  Philadelphia. 

187,  Viola  pubescens.  Yellow  wood's  violet. 

188,  Vitis  aestivalis.  Summer  grape.    )  5,  I.  For  an  account  of 

189,  Vitis  riparia.  Fro  t  grape.  >  the  forty  nine  species  of 

)  .\  merican  grape  see  Ra- 
finisques  Medical  Botany,  vol.  2,  p.  121. 

190,  Xanthium  strumarium.  Clott  burr,  20,  5.  Leaves  bitter 
and  astringent,  useful  in  scrofula  and  erysipelas. 

191,  Zantho.xylon  Americana.  Prickly  ash,  20,  5.  An  acrid 
stimulant  similar  in  its  pr  ^perties  to  the  stratias  which  see.  Used 
in  chronic  rheumatism,  tooth  nche.  &c. 

192,  Zizania  aquatica.  Wild  rice,  water  oats,  L.  Esculent. 
Much  relished  by  cattle  and  horses. 

ART-  II. — Case  of  Strans^nhited  Hernia.  Operation  and  Re- 
covenj,  Bj  Samuel  TiioMP.^oy,  M.D.,  of  Albion,  III.,  de- 
livered before  the  ^sculapian  Society  at  their  last  meeting  in 
Marshall,  III. 

Cases  of  Strangulated  Hernia  requiring  the  use  of  the  knife  are 
rather  rare  in  country  practice,  and  as  the  urgency  of  tl^e  symp- 
toms often  requires  such  piompt  action,  while  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  professional  l.elp  or  u:>cossary  conveniences  at  the  time 
are  so  great,  the  rarity  of  such  c.xses  are  v  »ry  fortunate. 

The  subject  of  the  following  case,  residing  10  mi  ies  from  me, 
was  a  poor  weakly  emaciated  woman  of  about  50  years  of  age,  the 
mother  of  several  children,  she  suffered  for  some  years,  part  from 
a  prolapsus  of  tho  uterus  which  protruded,  even  in  the  recumbent 
position,  from  the  Vulva  as  a  smooth  round  tumor,  about  as  big 
as  the  end  of  a  large  egg.  She  stated  she  had  been  out  of  health 
for  some  time  with  chills  and  fever,  and  had  been  under  the  treat- 
ment of  a  quack  Doctor,  but  had  not  had  many  chills  since  1st 
Oct.,  1853.  ■  I  first  saw  her  on  9th  Oct.  That  after  the  chills 
left  her  she  had  some  fever  and  ^olicky  pains  in  her  bowels,  be- 
came costive,  and  discovered  she  had  this  tumor  in  the  groin,  (she 
had  been  washing  and  lifting  an  iron   kettle)  for  this   again  she 

nlied  to  her  quack  doctor,    who  told  her  **  it  was  a  rising  "  and 
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directed  lier  to  poultice  it,  after  continuing  to  do  this  for  several 
days,  she  and  her  husband  became  alarmed,  and  sent  for  me  (she 
had  never  noticed  anj  rupture  before  this,  but  it  might  neverthe- 
less have  existed  a  long  time).  At  this  time  there  was  a  tumor 
about  2J  inches  long,  nearly  egg  shaped,  with  the  apex  towards 
the  spine  of  the  ilium,  it  occupied  the  left  groin,  and  at  its  most 
prominent  part,  projected  about  |  inch  above  the  surrounding  in- 
tegument. It  was  not  tender  on  handling  nor  discolored ;  to  the 
finger  it  felt  firm  and  somewhat  like  an  enlarged  gland,  there 
was  no  doughyness  or  elasticity,  still  in  connection  with  the  con- 
stipation, vomiting,  hiccup  &c,  I  felt  satisfied  that  it  was  a  hernia* 
I  tried  the  taxis  as  long  as  under  the  circumstances  I  thought  safe. 
And  then  considering  that  no  purgatives  had  been  tried,  that  she 
was 'free  from  pain,  had  no  fever,  passed  her  urine  freely,  while 
the  tumor  was  not  discolored  or  tender.  I  determined  to  try  pur- 
gatives and  enemaia  before  resorting  to  the  knife,  I  therefore 
with  great  care  introduced  about  18  inches  of  an  oesophagus  tube 
into  the  bowel,  and  then  with  an  enema  pump  injected  seven  pints 
of  warm  water,  holding  in  solution  5iij  Sulph.  maj.  This  was 
mostly  retained  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  it  was  returned  with 
a  few  small  lumps  of  fecal  matter.  I  left  hydrg.  sub-mu».  gr.  x. 
ext.  hyos.  gr.  vi.  in  pills  ij.  to  be  given  at  5J  P.M.,  followed  in 
four  hours  by  castor  c»il  3i.  spt.  turpentine  3i-  and  to  be  repeat- 
ed every  four  hours,  till  three  doses  were  taken,  and  directed 
that  sinapisms  be  applied  to  the  epigastrium  to  relieve  the 
nausea. 

The  next  day  Oct  10th.  I  saw  my  patient  about  11  A.M. 
Our  enema  and  purgatives  had  been  useless.  Sre  had  not  had 
any  evacuation  from  the  bowels.  The  nausea  and  vomiting  with 
the  hiccup,  were  continuous.  The  pulse  was  nearly  impercep*ible. 
The  skin  was  cold;  countenance  bad;  eyes  dull  and  filmy,  voice 
a  mere  whisper.  It  was  evidant  there  was  no  time  t<»  lose,  and  I 
regretted  I  had  nv^t  operated  on  the  previous  visit,  I  however 
again  triod  the  taxis  for  a  few  minutes,  and  considering  the  ob- 
scurity of  the  diagnosis,  first  directed  my  endeavours  as  for  a 
femoral  hernia,  pressing  downwords,  supposing  the  gut  had  turn- 
ed up  over  the  edge  of  the  femoral  or  saphenous  opening  after  its 
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t^.%\/:,  hi\  I  c, /.  1  r.^A  z:.'.T':  \\.  I  ::  rii  Tr  a  cinutc  endear- 
iffi'A  Vt  iT'r.H  ;:  '.;.  <  -  1.  .'. :  o  .'-^^i:  It  ::*  v.e  :  r:-?i':-:.  •  f  the  ingui- 
hti\  caf*;j!,  h*:  %'.:!,':■,./;  :/.-. --:-':-•*.  I:  w.?  iL^refire  evident 
that  th^^r^j  y.^j'^,  'O  ♦..::';  to  I,^':  .:.  '.!:;.:!:,:  t:.-.-  •::>.-  z:?in3  offer- 
ing any  chance*  of  K:':  an  \  ^v.:i  f.:-  :Ir*t  I  i.-^rA  tLere  was  hardlj 
tiwiC',  or  Hirf:rr/\\i  to  r^ill/  Jify.r  th^  op'-nj:::.^.  J  hil  sent  to  the 
two  ucnrtH  liMj-';:^,  to  '^/:i  1,'  !j;  of  a^xne  ki.vl.  bat  none  could  be 
ho/l,  an4  then;for';  alor.o  a: A  u*:'iA:<],  exc  ;)t  by  the  husband,  an 
ignorant  mnti,  who  had  oriO«i;^'h  to  do  to  sujip.jrt  h'jr  head  and  ap- 
ply wtirnuhintH  and  ic.siorjiivci  when  noeiied  I  had  to  proceed 
to  tho  op^'nition.  The  cahin  was  low  with  no  window,  and  with 
u  wi(hj  low  porch  over  each  d'jor,  I  movod  tho  bedstead  across  odb 
of  tho  doorways,  laid  my  instruments  on  a  reversed  half  bushel 
placed  on  a  cliair,  having  to  pick  out  my  own  instru.iicnts,  do  my 
own  Hponging,  &c.,  and  not  feeling  quite  certain  whether  the  her- 
nia was  femoral  or  inguinal.  I  made  an  incision  aboat  3  inches 
long,  down  tho  centre  of  the  tumor,  and  carried  merely  through 
tho  Hkin,  (cellular  tissue  thcrn  was  none)  and  then  commencing  at 
tho  oontro  of  tho  first  incision,  carried  another  downwards  nearly 
at  tho  right  angles  thus  T  and  dissected  up  the  flaps.  The  skin, 
and  \\\^  di(lbront  investing  layers  were  very  thin,  and  the  latter 
dark  colored,  and  closely  adherent  to  one  another.  I  had  great 
diffloulty  in  laying  held  of  the  sac.  as  there  was  no  scrum  in  it, 
ftnd  it  was  closely  adherent  to  the  bowels,  though  the  adhesions 
woro  recent ;  but  it  had  to  be  slowly  separated,  either  with  the  di- 
rtH^tor  or  tho  handle  of  tho  scalpel,  upon  opening  the  sac  the  bow- 
ol  \\\i\  oared  tonso  dark  colored,  and  fi;ll  of  fecal  matter,  and  so 
dilated  and  llattoned  out,  that  it  looked  more  like  a  mushroom  or 
a  button,  tho  head  of  which  was  s^o  large  in  proportion  to  the  stem, 
that  it  was  very  ditliiuilt  to  got  at  the  oponing  by  ^nhich  it  had  es- 
oa|HH'\  1  divw  tho  bowel  sli^luly  oat,  pushed  in  a  finger,  and  find- 
ing tlu*  jitvieturo  to  bo  at  I'iO  superior  falciform  edge  of  the  over- 
lapping |Hmion  of  the  fase;.\  lata  fomo  is.  I  introduced  a  direc- 
tor and  wuh  a  pr\^\vjv;uud  b-^ioury  diicoted  upwanisand  slight- 
h  in\>.\uU  ton ju vis  iho  |  uVcs.  niekod  ed^e  of  the  fascia  in  two 
plavV*,  thou  >lv^>\!y  :,:;  i  o.N-  oiupvcd  tho  tu:r.?r  of  its  contents, 
lh«  ^ut  ^^»^h)T  retun.tsi  a:;d  hAving  exan.ined  with  my  finger  to 
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ascertain  that  there  was  no  further  obstruction.  I  left  her  for  a 
few  minutes  (laying  down  the  flaj)9,  &c)  to  recover  herself,  and  to 
recover  myself,  fur  the  fatigue  of  bod/  and  mind  had  been  great, 
botli  from  the  constrained  position  and  defective  light  in  which  I 
had  to  operate,  and  from  the  conbciousness  that  any  sudden  move- 
ment on  the  part  of  my  patient,  might  cau>e  me  to  cut  what 
could  not  be  repaired,  added  to  the  doubt  wliether  she  would  not 
die  under  my  hanrls.  I  gave  her  a  little  spirits  and  water  and 
laudanum,  then  brouglit  the  edges  of  the  wound  together  with  3 
points  of  interrupted  suture,  put  on  a  compress  soaked  in  oil,  a 
roller  round  the  body  and  crossing  the  perineum  and  thigh,  allow- 
ed her  to  rest  half  an  hour,  and  then  administered  an  injection  of 
w:irm  water,  which  a^ter  being  retained  sjme  time  was  returned 
with  feculent  matter  of  a  dirty  light  brown  color,  her  pulse 
became  fuller,  and  having  placed  her  in  an  easy  position,  I  left 
her  as  f-  Hows :  cal.  gr.  ix.  quinine  gr.  vi.  morph.  sulph.  gr.  i.  in 
clit.  iij..  one  to  be  given  every  four  hours.  Light  diet  and  per- 
fect quiet. 

Though  working  almost  in  the  dark,  no  1  irgo  vessel  was  cut,  as 
I  made  constant  reference  to  the  indications  of  pulsation  as  recog- 
nized by  my  finger  in  the  wound,  not  one  ounce  of  blood  was 
lost,  indeed,  had  any  hemorrhage  occurred,  I  know  not  how  I 
could  have  stopped  it.  having  no  assistance;  and  ray  patient  was  so 
low,  th-t  shi  would  have  sunk  un  L-r  a  small  loss  —after  removing 
the  instruments  &c.,  and  expijiing  the  hernia,  it  presented  a 
singular  apjx'arance  from  a  kind  of  second  and  external  stricture 
produced  over  its  ap^x  or  point  by  a  nerve  or  a  band  of  cellular 
matter,  forming  a  very  distinct  depres.-:ou  or  second  strangula- 
tion. 

It  has  been  stated  by  Scarpa,  ^  kessclbach,  &c.,  tliat  in  crural 
hernia,  there  are  symptoms  whi^u  especially  distinguish  it,  viz  "a 
sense  of  stupor  anl  heavinesi  in  Ia^  th  gh.  oe  lemi  of  the  leg  and 
even  the  foot  of  the  same  side/'  and  the  rea^^n  given,  the  pressure 
of  the  tumor  uj/on  the  crural  vessels  ai.d  nerves  appears  good  and 
sufficient  But  in  this  case  ld  suL-h  .symptoms  cvisted.  But 
Scarpa  furt/.jr  remarks.  •*  t!:it  in  womea  ho.vcver,  it  ii  less  easy 
to  distinguish   the  crural  hernia  ^••^"*  ♦^^  inguinal,  and  that  the 
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portion  of  the  inferior  pillar  of  the  abdominal  ring,  which  separ- 
ates the  opening  from  the  internal  and  inferioir  angle  of  the  cru- 
ral arch  is  so  slender  in  Avomen,  that  it  is  sometimes  hard  to  dis- 
tinguish the  crural  from  the  inguinal  hernia,  which  is  not  the  case 
in  male  patients." 

I  saw  my  patient  the  next  day,  11th,  the  bowols  had  been  freely 
moved,  she  was  indeed  too  much  purged.  But  she  had  no  fever, 
had  eaten  and  slept,  the  wound  looked  healthy  and  healing,  there 
was  no  tympanitis  or  abdominal  tenderness. 

Left  opium  gr.  ij.  cal.  gr.  ij.  in  chart  to  be  given  if  too  much 
purged. 
*'  12th.  Patient  looked  much  better,  stools  had  been  too  frequent, 
but  one  of  the  powders  had  immediately  checked  them  ;  she  was 
cheerful,  pulse  natural,  appetite  good,  tongue  ditto.  The  edges 
of  the  wound  seemed  a  little  on  the  strain,  I  therefore  clipped  one 
of  the  stitches,  the  lips  began  to  separate,  and  a  sanious  discharge 
escaped.  I  then  closed  the  wound  with  collodion  and  cotton, 
leaving  room  for  discharge.  There  was  some  slight  tenderness 
about  the  umbilicus,  she  had  had  no  stool  that  day.  Calomel  gr.  v, 
morphine  ^  gr.  at  night  if  uneasy.  Oil  in  morning  if  bowels  not 
movtd. 

14th.  Mrs.  R.  doing  well.  No  fever,  appetite  good,  tongue 
clean,  no  pain  or  tenderness  in  abdomen,  wound  suppurating  but 
gapes  a  little;  starpped  it  up  with  adhesive  plaster,  and  covered 
it  with  lint,  spread  with  ungt.  strammonii. 

She  perfectly  recovered ;  but  deid  nine  months  after,  with  ev- 
ery symptom  of  introsusception.     No  post  mortem  obtained. 
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SELECTIONS. 


Strychnine  as  a  Poison — Trial  of  George^,  Green  for  Murder* 

At  the  December  term  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  this  city,  Judge 
Morris,  presiding,  Mr.  George  W.  Green  was  tried  and  convicted, 
on  the  charge  of  having  murdered  his  wife,  in  September  last,  by 
giving  her  Strychnine  for  that  purpose 

By  the  testimony  of  various  witnesses,  it  was  shown  that  Green 
and  his  wife  had  lived  unhappily  together  for  several  years';  that 
she  died  suddenly,  and  was  buried  under  circumstances,  calculated 
to  excite  suspicions  of  crime,  and  which  led  to  a  coroner's  inquest. 
Below,  we  give  so  much  of  the  medical  testimony,  as  relates  to  the 
P(l3t-mortom  appearances  of  the  b-)dy  of  Mrs.  Green,  and  the  de- 
tection of  Strychnine  in  the  contents  of  her  stomach.  It  should 
be  stated,  that  owing  to  some  misunderstanding  in  relation  to  some 
portion  of  the  testimony,  between  the  Judge  and  the  council  for 
the  prisoner :  a  new  trial  has  been  granted  to  the  latter.  That 
part  t'f  the  evidence  to  which  we  have  alluded,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Dr.  M'i.v  Myers  called  and  sworn.  Besides  in  this  city  ;  am 
a  physician  :  was  at  post-niortom  examination  of  Mrs.  Green;  the 
body  wa^  very  much  swollen  ,  echimosis  on  the  throat,  extending 
about  tbiiMfcich-^s :  eyes  s  vjUcn  ;  tongue  somewhat  rigid  ;  did  not 
examine  ^Pfjiition  of  tlio  fjet  examined  the  uterus  and  the 
stomach  :  lonly  saw  the  Inter  :  Dr.  Bird  opened  it ;  I  took  the 
scalpel  and  found  some  ni'^dieine  and  an  appearance  of  cheese ;  the 
stomach  was  full  or  nvT.ilv  -o:  from  the  condition  of  the  stomach, 
the  food  had  been  taken  s  -.lu  12  or  15  hours  previous;  saw  no 
symptoms  of  ordinary  Jis  m^o;  found  a  foetus  of  four  months  in 
the  uterus  ;  saw  no  sympioius  of  natural  death;  from  what  I  saw, 
could  not  give  an  opinion  as  to  cause  of  death.  The  coroner 
brought  a  glazed  jar :  I  told  him  to  wash  it  carefully ;  he  did  so 
two  or  three  tim33 :  I  was  very  particular  that  it  should  be  clean ; 
it  was  a  pickle  jar.  Know  Dr.  Morfit ;  he  has  gone  to  Washing- 
ton. 

By  Mr.  Mcllroy — Dii'^overed  no  indications  of  cholera;  have 
'had  consideraMe  experience  in  such  diseases  No  traces  of  inflam- 
mation on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach. 

Cross  examined  by  Mr.  Arnold — llafl  considerable  experience 
in  cholera;  cholera  prevailed  extensively  and  malignantly  in  iliis 
city  in  September — chances  of  recovery  in  a  person  taken  with  the 
disease,  very  slight. 
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The  examination  was  on  Monday  about  1  P.  M.  Dr.  Bird,  the 
Coroner,  Drs.  Morfit  and  Freer  and  myself,  were  present.  Mr. 
Eavel  went  with  us  to  show  us  the  house.  I  merely  directed  the 
washing  of  the  jar,  it  was  a  glazed  earthen  one.  The  spinal  chord 
was  not  examined  ;  I  told  Dr.  Freer  to  examine  it,  because  I  wish- 
ed the  examination  to  be  thorough.  IJad  she  died  of  strychnine, 
the  spinal  chord  and  brain  would  give  the  strongest  indications ;  it 
produces  contractions  of  tlie  muscles,  and  acts  powerfully  on  the  spi- 
nal chord  and  brain.  From  the  post-mortem  could  not  say  positively 
that  strychnine  caused  her  death.  It  is  a  remedy  used  for  intermit- 
tents  and  neuralgia.  Those  diseases  prevailed  in  this  city  some- 
what extensively ;  it  is  a  common  remedy,  first  introduced  by  Dr. 
Brainard;  have  read  the  article  in  the  Medical  Journal  from  his 
pen.     Since  then  it  has  been  considerably  used  for  a  medicine 

Strychnine  and  quinine  look  v  ly  much  alike.  An  inexperienc- 
ed person  could  not  distinguish  between  them  ;  1  myself  could 
not,  by  means  of  the  taste  alone.  Strychnine  taken  into  the 
stomach  is  absorbed  very  readily.  After  it  has  been  resolved  into 
its  component  parts,  it  mny  be  reproduced. 

Direct  examination  resumed — Strychnine  is  a  very  powerful 
poison.  It  is  not  as  popular  a  remedy  as  formerl.  ;  it  is  usually 
given  in  solution,  the  usual  quuntity  being  from  1-12  to  1-8  of  a 
I  grain.  An  inexperienced  person  would  not  put  up  1-8  or  1  10  of 
a  grain  with  exactness.  It  is  not  usual  to  give  out  strychnine  in 
quantities  of  4  or  5  grains,  and  leave  it  discretionary  with  the  pa- 
tient or  itimily  to  divide  it  as  they  want  it.  It  is  sometimes  given 
out,  however,  for  external  applications,  and  inseited  in  small  inci- 
sions in  the  skin.  It  is  as  dangerous  when  thus  used,  as  when 
used  internally. 

Cross-examination  resumed — Strychnine  ceased  to  become  a  pop- 
ular remedy  about  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  article  before 
alluded  to. 

(The  stomach  of  the  deceased,  and  its  contents,  were  hero  sent 
for.) 

Dr.  J.  V.  Z.  Blaney — Am  a  practical  analytical  chemist ;  have 
been  practicing  since  1841 ;  have  had  considerable  practice  since 
that  time.  I  received  what  I  was  informed  was  tho  stomach  of 
the  deceased,  Mrs.  Green,  and  its  contents,  about  tho  2Gth  or  28th  of 
September  last ;  part  of  it  had  tlie  appearance  of  undigested  food ; 
there  were  also  some  of  the  intestines.  The  undigested  contents 
of  the  stomach  were  in  a  jar,  closed  with  a  cork. 

The  stomach  itself  was  in  another  similar  jar,  and  the  intestines 
in  a  third.  They  were  all  closed  with  corks.  I  made  an  analysis 
of  the  contents  ot  the  stomach.  In  this  I  was  assisted  by  my  bro- 
ther-in-law, Mr.  Butler.      By  following  the   process  of  Professor 

\  of  Brussels,  I  discovered  what  I  was  convinced  was  strych- 
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nine.  (The  doctor  here  minutely  described  the  process  to  which 
he  alluded)  Suspecting  the  presence  of  an  alkaloid  in  the  con- 
tents of  the  stoni:ich,  I  began  by  adding  to  a  portion  of  these  con- 
tents twice  its  weight  of  pure  and  very  strong  alcohol.  I  added  af- 
terwards 12  to  20  grains  of  tartaric  acid,  and  introduced  the  mix- 
ture into  a  flcisk,  and  heated  it  to  150  deg.  After  it  had  complete- 
ly cooled,  I  filtered  it,  waslied  the  insoluble  residue  with  strong 
r.Icohol.  and  evaporated  the  filtered  lic^uid  in  vacuo.  I  then  dis- 
solved the  residue  m  the  smallest  possible  ([uantity  of  water,  and 
introduced  the  solution  into  a  small  test  tube,  and  added  little  by 
little  of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  until  the  effervescence  of  carbonic  acid 
ceased.  I  then  agitated  the  whole  with  four  or  five  times  its  bulk 
of  pure  ether,  and  left  it  to  settle.  When  the  ether,  swimming  on 
the  top.  w:is  perfectly  clear,  the  last  step  consisted  in  decanting  it 
in  a  very  dry  place  {<r  spontaneous  evaporation. 

The  ev.iporatiou  of  the  etIuMeal  soluuou  left  a  milky-looking 
watery  ilui^l,  and  this  was  evaporated  to  perfect  dryness.  Alco- 
hol was  added,  whi.^h  re-dissolved  it.  Tiie  spontaneous  evapora- 
tion ofthi^  alcohol  left  a  residuum  of  a  yellow  color,  containing  m/- 
inile  cnjsldh^  much  contaminated  witli  animal  matter.  Distilled 
water  was  now  added,  and  the  crystals  wa<hed.  The  water  dissolved 
the  coloring  matter,  &c.,  luaving  the  crystals  in  a  state  of  purity. 
I  then  subjected  the  crystals  to  three  different  tests.  I  removed 
several  of  the  crystals  upon  the  point  of  a  penknife,  and  dropped 
upon  tlicni  a  fe>v,  drops  of  nitric  acid.  The  result  was  the  produc- 
tion of  a  lemon  yellow  color.  I  did  not  consider  this  test  as  en- 
tirely c!:aracterislic  :  but  proceed;  d  to  remove  other  crystals  as  be- 
fore. Upon  these  I  dropped  a  little  sulphuric  acid,  and  added  a 
little  of  the  red  prussiate  of  potash.  On  stirring  this  with  a  glas.s 
rod,  a  magnificent  [jurple  color  was  developed  ol'  consideiable  per- 
manence, and  very  intense.  This  gradually  passed  to  a  crimson 
red,  then  to  a  scarlet  red,  which  remained  permanent  for  a  number 
of  hours.  This  last  test  is  the  one  suggested  by  Dr.  E.  Davy,  of 
Dublin,  and  is  regarded  as  characteristic  of  the  presence  of 
strychnine.  I  treated  another  portion  of  the  crystals  with  sulphur- 
ic acid,  to  which  was  added  a  dro])  of  a  solution  of  the  yellow  chro- 
mate  of  potash.  In  this  solution  the  purple  color  was  equally  dis- 
tinct, but  not  intense  as  was  ])roduced  before,  and  was  evanescent, 
the  purple  passing  oil*  rapifily,  and  being  succeeded  by  a  lilac 
color.  Thcs)  tests  were  ma  le  bjfore  the  Coroner's  imiuest  was 
held.  I  have  since  tint  tirno  submitted  thciu  to  other  tests.  I 
have  examined  them  under  a  microscope  of  high  power.  By  its 
aid  I  could  perceive  that  when  magnified  to  oigbt  hundred  diame- 
ters, they  presented  the  appearance  of  four  si(led  prisms,  that  be- 
ing the  form  under  which  strychnine  crystalizes.  The  liquid 
which  drained  from  the  crystals  was  intensely  bitter.  The  cap- 
sule was  placed  und^  ^^mp. 
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The  other  substances  were  treated  in  the  same  way  until  I  ob- 
tained the  residuum  from  the  evaporation  of  ether.  The  etherial 
residue,  from  containing  a  great  deal  of  animal  and  coloring  mat- 
ter, would  not  yield  the  crystiils.  It  was  necessary  to  use  further 
means  to  purify  the  alkaloid.  The  ethei  ial  residue  was  accord- 
ingly treated  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  which  would  dissolve  an 
alkaloid  if  present,  forming  a  sulphate  solution  in  water.  Part  of 
the  coloring  matter  was  thus  left  behind,  and  the  solution  was  fil- 
tered. To  the  filtering  s  Jution  of  the  sulphate  was  added  pure 
carbonate  of  potassa.  (Here  the  results  of  the  analysis — crystals 
and  precipitates — were  brought  into  Couri.)  After  neutralization 
with  potassa ;  the  mixture  was  introduced  into  a  test  tube,  strong 
alcohol  added,  and  the  whole  agitated.  The  alcohol  w:'.s  then 
poured  off,  and  this  was  continued  several  times,  until  the  alkaloid 
set  free  by  the  carbonate  of  potassa,  was  presumed  to  be  dissolved 
by  the  alcohol.  A  sufficient  amount  of  the  carbonate  of  potassa 
was  added  to  the  sulphate  to  prevent  mixture.  This  solut'ou  was 
evaporated,  and  gave  a  residue  still  colored,  but  which  I  rendered 
sufficiently  pure  by  washing  to  enable  me  to  apply  the  before  men- 
tioned tests,  two  of  which,  the  tests  of  Davy  and  Laforte,  are  le- 
garded  as  characteristic. 

In  one  case,  the  washings  of  alcoholic  residuum,  after  standing 
a  number  of  days,  forued  a  precipitate  which  I  collected  on  this 
small  filter,  (shows  filter,)  and  to  this  participate,  which  was  not 
soluble  in  water,  I  applied  the  tests  of  D.«vy  and  Laforte.  The 
tests  acted  characteristically.  I  also  applied  a  further  test,  recom- 
mended in  Soubeiran's  Pharmacy.  To  the  suspected  substance,  I 
added  a  drop  of  sulpliuric  acid,  containing  from  one  to  fi\e  per 
cent  of  nitric  acid.  This  was  mixed  with  a  glass  rod.  A  minute 
portion  of  dentoxide  of  lead  was  added;  and  m  mixing  these,  the 
same  magnificent  purple  color,  of  great  intensity,  was  insantly 
produced,  shading  away  to  lilac,  red,  kc  .  and  more  rapidly  than 
in  the  cases  of  Davy's  test. 

The  contents  of  this  filter  were  th(Mi  subuiitte<l  to  a  micruscope 
of  a  magnifying  power  of  800  and  1100  diameters.  Under  the 
latter,  sidjs  and  angles  showiiii^  crystaliuo  tbrius  wore  clearly  dis- 
cernable.  In  one  of  these  crystals,  I  could  discorn  a  s(|uare  figure 
which  I  j)resumed  to  be  the  hase  of  a  scjuare  based  octoliedron,  and 
in  which  form,  strychnine  may  crystalize.  The  portions  submit- 
ted to  the  microscopes  were  treateil  with  a  drop  of  acii  solution, 
in  which  they  were  dissolved.  On  the  spontaneous  evaporation 
of  this  acid  solution,  fine  radiating  crystals  were  produced,  of  dif- 
ferent forms  from  those  exhibited  formerly,  proving  salt  formed 
which  is  characteristic  of  vt'uetable  alkalirs.  I  have  examined 
the  stomach  but  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  absolute  eonvic- 
•on  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  strychnine  in  the  tissue  of  the 
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stomach.  (Exhibits  capsules.)  The  quantity  of  crystals  that  I 
originally  produced  was  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  apply  the  three 
todis  that  I  have  mentioned. 

The  doctor  here  performed  a  variety  of  experiments  before  the 
jury,  showing  them  the  manner  in  which  he  had  detected  the  pres- 
ence of  strychnine  in  the  contents  ot  the  stomach.  He  places  on  the 
bottom  of  a  small  saucer,   a   portion  of  the  precipitate  collected 
from  the  filter.     Adds  one  drop  oil  of  vitrei.     Mixes  with  a  glass 
rod.     Adds  portion  of  red  prussiate  of  potash  in  powder.    It  chan- 
ges to  a  black  or  purple  color.     Mixes  with  a  glass  rod.     Color 
changes  from  a  crimson  to  a  scarlet  red.     This  is  Davy's  test. — 
Lafotte's  is  by  the  yellow  chromate  of  potash.     Detaches  crystal 
from  the  glass  capsule,  places  it  on  the  saucer.     This  test  is  very 
rapid.     The  color  appears  and  instantly  vanishes.     I  will  use  the 
same  test  applied  to  a  precipitate.     (Test  successful.)     Have  no 
doubt  as  to  the  substance  found  in   the  stomach ;  believe  it  to  be 
strychnine.     It  produces  death  from   exciting  convulsions,  more 
particularly  spasms   of  the   muscles   of  respiration.      Probably 
through  its  action  on  the  spinal  cord.     Cpnt  say  whether  it  has  an 
e&ect  on  the   coats  of  the  stomach  or  not.     It  is  absorbed  more  or 
less  rapidly  according  to  the  manner  of  administration,  whether  as 
a  solid  or  in  solution.     It  passes  into  the  circulation.     Its  effects 
are  the  same  when  injected  into  a  vein,  as  when  taken  internally. 
The  portion  that  was  active  in  producing  death,  might  have  been 
removed  from  the  stomach  by  absorption.    A  person  could  not  live 
many  hours  after  taking  a  poisonous  dose  of  strychnine.  The  ques- 
tion, whatquantity  of  strychnine  would  produce  death  can  only  be 
answered  conditionally.   It  depends  on  age,  sex,  sleep,  fullness  or 
emptiness  of  the  stomach,  and  other  circumstances.     A  half  grain 
of  the  sulphate  of  strychnine  is  the  smallest  dose  that  I  have  ever 
known  to   produce  death.     This  was  the  case  of  Dr.  Watson,  who 
died  in  fourteen  minutes.     In  other  cases,  death  has  ensued  in  an 
hour  and  a  half  from  taking  three  fourths  of  a  grain.     There  are 
some  external  appearances  which  all  physicians  agree,  are  indica- 
tive of  death  by  strychnine.    Among  these   effects   are   rigidity, 
Btilness.  locking  of  the  jaws.     The  blood  becomes  black.     This  is 
also  the  result  of  asphyxia,  or  of  stragulation.     Discoloration  of 
the  eyelids  and  protrusion  of  the  tongue,  would  be  indications  of 
death  from  asphyxia,   whether   from   strangulation  or  any  other 
cause.     All  these  appearances   might  exist  without  the  adminstra- 
tion  of  strychnine.     I  would  Consider   strychnine  the  cause  of 
death,  if  found  in  the  stomach. 

The  mass  as  brought  to  me  was  of  a  brick-red  color.  Bread, 
cheese,  and  tomatoes  were  found  in  it.  It  was  a  pastry  mass, 
weighing  probably  two  and  a  half  or  three  oz.  of  solid  master.  A 
healthy  man  might  have  digested  such  a  sapper  as  Mrs.  Green  ate, 
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in  4  or  6  hours.  Strychnine  in  a  medicinal  dose*,  assists  diges- 
tion. (Exhibits  the  two  papers  given  to  him  by  Dr.  Bird.)  One 
of  these  is  marked  "Quinine,  4  portions  7"  I  think  I  added  the  in- 
terrogation poi;.t  myself.  This  paper  contains  2^?  or  8  grains,  in 
powder — about  a  medicinal  dose.  I  tested  it  by  the  new  mode  ; 
the  polarization  of  light.  The  other  paper,  marked  Poison,  in  ink, 
I  tested  as  before  stated,  and  frund  it  to  be  a  heterogeneous  mix- 
ture, apparently  an  adulterated  sj)eeimen  of  strychnine.  Bru- 
cine  is  almost  always  pre'^^ent  in  commercial  strychnine.  There 
are  two  kinds  of  strychnine  known  to  druggists,  tljc  powdered  and 
the  crystals.  This  had  the  app.aranee  of  being  composed  of  btrycli- 
nine  reduced  to  powder,  and  some  otlier  substance  mixed  with  it. 
These  are  the  papers  I  received  from  Dr.  Bird.  I  have  use<l 
about  one-sixth  of  the  quantity  that  I  received,  in  experiu.enling 
and  analyzing.  The  first  taste  of  strychnine  is  extremely  l)itter  ; 
there  is  a  second,  indescribable,  metallic  taste,  at  tiie  back  of  the 
throat,  easily  distinguishoe  by  the  exi)erts.  This  taste  would  bo 
produced  in  every  case  where  strychnine  had  been  swallowed  to 
the  extent  of  ^th  of  a  grain.  The  first  taste  of  strychnine  is  some- 
what like  the  bitter  of  hops.  This  taste  might  l»e  disguised  in  ale 
or  porter;  but  the  second  back  taste  cannot  tlius  be  (lisguised. 

I  always  administer  strychnine  in  solution.  I  used  to  mix  it 
with  starch  in  poN\der.  I  have  never  diiected  a  patient  to  pro- 
cure strychnine  for  himself,  and  will  never  do  so.  When  I  first 
got  the  stomach  <tc.  from  Dr.  Bird,  I  placed  them  in  a  cupboaid 
which  I  kept  locked,  and  never  eft  the  key  out  of  my  possession. 
I  was  careful  to  place  all  the  articles  in  peculiar  positions,  so  that 
I  could  easily  tell  if  they  had  been  moved.  When  I  took  them  to 
the  Medical  College,  I  observed  the  same  precautions,  and  in  ad- 
dition kept  them  under  seal.  The  door  of  the  cupboard,  the  win- 
dows, and  the  door  of  the  room  wore  all  sealed  with  two  seals  cach^ 
The  seals  remained  unbroken,  except  in  one  instance  where  one 
seal  on  a  door  became  loose,  though  the  other  seal  on  the  same  door 
remained  unl'roken.  No  one  except  Mr.  Butler  had  access  to  this 
room.  Except  the  man  who  nuale  the  fires  in  my  presence,  no 
one  else  entered  the  room. 

Death  from  cholera  would  not  produce  any  of  the  appearances 
that  have  been  desci ibed  in  the  case  of  Mis.  Green,  except  discol- 
oration. The  contiaction  of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities  might 
however  have  resulted  from  the  cramjis  of  cholera. 

Cross  examined  — 1  stopped  giving  strychnine  in  powder,  be- 
cause some  of  my  ];atients  did  not  observe  my  direction.  Ono 
man,  with  whom  I  left  one  grain  of  strychine,  divided  into  eight 
powders,  took  one.  and  finding  that  it  produced  no  immediate  ap- 
parent effect,  took  immeiliately   the  other  seven,     lie  nearly  died, 

*  came  too  again.     In  the  administration  of  strychnine  as  a  me- 
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dicine,  I  always  state  what  it  's,  and  enjoin  the  utmost  care  in  its 
use.  Most  of  the  powdered  strychnine  sold  is  adulterated  ;  the 
crystals,  not  so  much  so.  There  is  not  near  so  much  adulteration 
in  drugs  now,  as  formerly.  The  medical  profession,  and  also  the 
Pharmaceutical,  have  taken  such  strong  grounds  agiinst  the  prac- 
tice, that  it  has  greatly  abated.  I  cheniically  determined  the  pres- 
ence of  strychnine  in  the  paper,  marked||^on,  but  could  not  say 
what  other  substance  it  contained.  «V  ^ot  more  adulterated 
than  the  commercial  strychnine  usuarf^s.  Dr.  Bird  brought 
most  of  the  article  to  me  at  one  time.  My  investigations  would 
have  been  the  same,  had  I  not  suspected  the  existence  of  strych- 
nine. I  first  looked  for  an  alkaloid  in  the  stomach.  Subsequent 
tests  were  used  to  discover  strychnine.  At  the  Coroner's  inquest 
my  attention  was  directed  to  a  class  of  poisons  that  would  produce 
death  without  vomiting.  The  post  mortem  examination  did  not 
suggest  arsenic  to  my  mind.  The  finding  of  the  papers  directed 
my  attention  to  the  propriety  of  searching  for  a  vegetable  alkali, 
although  I  would  have  done  so  had  I  not  found  these  papers.  I 
have  read  of  a  case  where  a  dose  of  strychnine  of  a  grain,  twice  a 
day.  has  been  taken  without  fatal  effects.  The  quantity  which  I 
took  from  the  stomach  was  probably  1-20  of  a  grain.  1  have  good 
reason  to  suppose  there  was  more  in  the  stomach  ;  think  I  could 
swear  so.  I  could  not  have  got  the  whole  quantity.  Could  not 
swear  positively  that  there  was  1-15  of  a  grain.  The  appearance 
of  a  body  after  death,  caused  by  strychnine,  would  vary,  owing  to 
various  circumstances.  No  definite  conclusion  could  be  arrived  at 
as  to  the  time  the  strychnine  had  been  in  the  stomach. 
Here  the  Court  took  a  recess. 
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Dr,  Blaney  cross-examined  by  defence — For  intermittent  fever, 
I  should  consider  ^  of  a  grain  to  an  adult  male,  two  or  three  times 
a  day,  a  dose ;  to  an  adult  female  a  somewhat  smaller  dose.  I 
cannot  state  what  were  the  causes  of  Mrs.  Green's  death,  from 
the  post  mortem  examination,  further  than  a  high  probability  that 
the  deceased  died  of  asphyxia ;  I  could  not  swear  as  to  the  cause  of 
her  death ;  leaving  out  of  view  my  discovery  of  strychnine  in  the 
stomach,  I  would  not  swear,  from  the  post  mortem  examination 
that  deceased  came  to  her  death  from  other  than  natural  causes — 
stating  at  the  same  time  the  high  probability  that  she  died  of  as« 
phyxia. 

Q. — Wo\ild  the  existence  of  1-15  of  a  grain  of  strychnine  in  the 
stomach  of  a  deceased  person,  would  that  fact  alone,  authorize  you 
to  state  that  she  died  from  the  effect  of  that  strychnine  '\ 

A. — No,  sir;  I  consider  I  cannot  swear  positively  to  that  which 
I  do  not  absolutely  kn  ow. 

11 
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Q. — Those  tests  of  strychnine  hy  you  may  be  classed  nnder 
*'toste,  color,  and  form"  under  the  microscope  I 

A. — Yes,  sir.  Strychnine  does  not  always  present  the  same  form 
of  chrystalization  when  produced  under  different  circumstance.-, 
"but  it  is  a  very  common  ihing  for  substances  to  frystalizo  in  com- 
patible  forms ;  I  have  never  been  able  to  measure  the  angle  of  tJie 
chrystals  found.  The  form  of  chrystals,  when  takon  by  themselves, 
is  not  suflScient  to  base  an  opinion  ;  no  one  test  by  itself  is  suffi- 
cient to  establish  the  concksion;  an  accumulation  of  probabilities 
is  all  chemists  ever  claim,  though  we  have  a  moral  certainty;  do 
not  consider  the  forms  of  the  chrystals  in  this  case  as  establishing 
the  presence  of  strychnine ;  should  regard  the  "bitter  taste" 
of  the  substance  analyzed  in  this  case  the  weakest  test  of  all ;  in 
this  case  I  mainly  rely  upon  the  tests  of  color ;  my  chrystals  were 
broken,  and  I  could  not  mea?ure  the  angles,  else  1  might  have  ar- 
rived nearer  to  absolute  certainty. 

Q. — Independent  of  the  tests  of  color,  would  you  swear  to  the 
presence  of  strychnine  ? 

A. — No.  The  number  of  alkaloids  is  numerous:  many  not  yet 
discovered,  without  doubt ;  "alkaloid'' and  'vegetable  alkali''  is 
the  same  thing;  morphia,  brucia,  strychnia,  nareia,  quinia,  are 
all  alkaloids;  there  are  various  others;  all  these  are  of  the  same 
class ;  strychnine,  quinia  and  morpliia  have  the  property  in  com- 
mon of  forming  salts  with  acids,  and  arc  derivable  from  vegetable 
substances,  all  bitter,  all  white  when  pure  in  powder  or  chrystal : 
carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen,  and  nitrogen,  are  the  elements  of 
all  these ;  all  these  elements  are  found  in  the  stomach  of  the  hu- 
man body. 

Q.—  How  recently  have  discoveries  of  a  vegetable  alkali  been 
made  '\ 

A. — We  scarcely  receive  three  or  four  medical  journals  without 
learning  of  a  new  alkaloid  ;  these  tests  of  color  are  characteristic 
of  strychnine,  but  it  is  not  yet  established  that  there  may  be  no 
alkaloids  of  which  they  are  not  also  characteristic-  But  they  are 
characteristic  of  no  alkaloids  now  known  save  strychnine 

Q. — Would  you  have  been  better  satisfied  in  this  case  if  you 
could  have  made  more  extensive  researches'? 

A. — I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  made  more  researches,  to 
ascertain  if  there  be  a  vegetable  alkali  in  the  tomato  found  in  her 
stomach.  /  could  vot  sxccar  that  there  was  not  a  vegetable  al- 
kali in  tomato, 

Q. — Are  not  tests  once  believed  to  have  yielded  certain  results, 
sometimes  found  to  have  been  erroneous  7 

A. — Yes ;  positive  tests  forever  remain,  but  there  are  tests  that 
prove  unreliable. 

Q. — If  you  should  di.scover  any  other  sub.^tance  which  would 
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respond  to  the  test3  used,  would  it  not  be  necessary  to  look  for 
further  tests  I 

A. — We  should  use  the  same  tests,  but  look  further  for  tests  to 
distinguish  between  them. 

In  Nature  the  variety  of  substances  are  infinite;  in  the  labora- 
tory of  nature,  there  are  substances  all  around  that  produce  these 
colors  of  which  I  have  spoken  in  my  report  of  this  investi-ration  ; 
there  are  a  great  variety  of  substances,  the  combinations  of  which 
^would  produce  the  colors  alluded  to. 

Q — Is  Orfila  considered  as  a  high  authority  in  medical  sci- 
ence? 

Ans — He  stands  among  the  first. 

Q — Do  you  romember  of  any  trial  where  a  chemical  analysis  by 
Orfila  proved  erroneous  ?    . 

Ans — I  remember  reading  a  c  ise  some  eight  years  since  in 
which  some  errors  of  analysis  were  found  because  of  an  insufficient 
<^uantity  of  material  being  submitted  to  examination. 

The  tests  of  color  to  which  I  have  referred  in  my  examination 
were  first  brought  to  my  notice  in  1853  ;  Davy's  test  is  the  most 
recent;  Lafortes  was  known  before,  s)  was  the  test  by  peroxide  of 
lead  ;  until  within  five  or  six  years  the  distinctive  characteristics 
of  strychnine  were  upon  taste,  chrystalline  form,  &c.  The  process 
through  which  I  passed  in  the  examination  of  this  case  was  tedi- 
ous, but  not  complicated.  The  great  care  I  used  in  my  investiga- 
tion was  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  introduction  of  any  sub- 
stance containing  the  slightest  presence  of  alkaloids;  I  did  this 
that  tlie  prisoner  might  not  unjustly  suffer  from  a  mistake  of  the 
chemist;  without  extraoi'linary  precautions  there  would  be  dan- 
ger of  error ;  this  is  the  first  case  where  I  have  used  the  same  pro- 
cess in  the  manner  detailed  now. 

Direct  resumed — My  reasons  for  declaring  that  I  believe  the 
amount  of  strychnine  found  by  me  in  the  stomach  of  deceased  was 
not  the  whole  quantity  taken,  are  several:  all  the  contents  were 
not  submitted  to  analysis  ;  it  is  supposed  from  the- length  of  time 
believed  t6  have  intervened  between  taking  the  strychnine  and 
death,  that  a  portion  of  the  strychnine  must  have  been  absorbed 
from  the  stomach  before  death  — In  a  stomach  that  was  full  the 
amount  of  absorption  would  be  less  because  of  the  dilatation,  &c. 
I  have  never  known  strychnine  administered  for  cholera  or  cholera 
morbus. 

Q — Taking  into  consideration  the  post  mortem  examination,  the 
fact  that  strychnine  found  in  the  stomach,  and  that  corresponding 
poison  was  discovered  in  the  house  where  Mrs.  Green  died,  what 
is  your  opinion  as  a  medical  man  of  the  cause  of  her  death  ? 

Question  objected  to. 

Q — Taking  into  consideration  the  post  mortem  examination  as 


84  6BLKCTI0M8. 

detailed  by  the  witnesses,  the  fact  that  strychnine  was  found  in  sto- 
mach, and  that  the  corresponding  poison  was  discovered  in  the 
house  where  Mrs.  Green  died,  what  is  your  opinion  as  a  medical 
man  of  the  cause  of  her  death. 

Question  objected  to  by  defence.  .Objection  overruled.  Coun- 
sel for  defence  except  to  the  ruling  of  the  court. 

Ans — A  high  probability  that  she  came  to  her  death  from  the 
effects  of  strychnine. 

Q — Are  or  are  not  medical  men  usually  satisfied  that  death  was 
caused  by  poison  unles3  presence  of  poison  is  detected  in  the  sys- 
tem by  chemical  analysis  ? 

Objected  to  and  objection  sustained. 

Q — Do  medical  men  generally  form  opinions  in  relation  to  death 
by  poison  unless  they  have  detected  the  presense  of  poison  in  the 
system  ? 

Objected  to  and  objection  sustained. 

Q — Would  you  be  satisfied  death  was  occasioned  by  poison  un- 
less on  chemical  analysis  poison  was  found  in  the  system 7 

A — Cases  would  be  exceedingly  rare ;  I  consider  a  chemical 
analysis  the  most  satisfactory  test ;  taking  all  the  tests  I  have  re- 
sorted to  in  this  (jase,  I  have  no  doubt  death  was  caused  by  strych- 
nine :  There  is  no  proof  that  strychnine  is  an  irritant — it  is  a  ve- 
getable poison ;  brucia  and  strychnine  are  both  extracted  from  the 
DUX  vomica,  they  are  known  as  alkaloids ;  the  irritant  properties 
of  nux  vomjca  lie  in  other  substances  contained  in  it  rather  than 
strychnine ;  there  has  never  been  discovered  a  poison  possessing 
precisely  the  same  chemical  properties  as  strychnine;  in  this  in- 
vestigation I  have  applied  all  the  tests  known  to  chemists,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends,  except  the  measurement  of  the  comers 
of  the  angles,  which  I  was  prevented  from  doing  by  the  crystals 
being  broken. 

Q — Is  there  more  diflSculty  in  detecting  the  presence  of  strych- 
nine than  of  other  poisons  ? 

A — It  is  much  more  difficult  to  detect  the  presence  of  vegetable 
than  of  mineral  poisons ;  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen  and  nitrogen, 
are  the  constituents  of  the  alkalies ;  the  most  active  medicinal  sub- 
stances contain  all  four  elements — strychnine  contains  all  four. 

Q — Do  each  of  the  chemical  tests  applied  by  you  give  distinct, 
independent  and  corroborative  evidence  of  the  presence  of  stryeh- 
Line. 

Objected  to  and  sustained.  (The  objection  was  subsequently 
withdrawn.) 

A — The  tests  except  those  of  color  were  corroborative  without 
being  distinctive. 

Q — Is  there   any  other  substance  known  to  chemical  science 
which  gives  the  same  color  as  strychnine  does,  on  the  application 
^  either  of  the  tests  you  applied  1 
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A — ^None  to  my  knowledge.  Taylor  on  poisons  is  a  work  of 
liigh  character  in  our  profession ;  Orfila  and  Chitty  (upon  law) 
are  also  good  authorities. 

B.  F.  Butler  called— I  assisted  Dr.  Blaney  in  the  investip^ations 
he  has  detailed  here ;  I  had  access  to  the  analysis  and  saw  that 
every  precaution  was  taken ;  while  I  was  in  the  building  all  the 
doors  were  locked ;  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  the  analysis 
was  carried  on  was  locked  on  the  inside,  and  I  had  the  key. 

Dr.  Freer  called — I  assisted  in  the  post  mortem  examination  of 
Mrs  Green  ;  am  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege; I  noticed  the  genet  al  appearance  of  Mrs.  G.;  noticed  a  dis- 
coloration that  is  exceedingly  common  in  dead  bodies  at  that  pe- 
riod ;  the  eyelids  were  distended,  and  there  was  a  general  pnffinesa 
of  the  body:  the  brain.  lungs  and  heart  were  healthj;  the  heart 
was  Tery  empty,  as  were  the  large  vessels  near ;  it  is  seldom  we 
can  examine  those  organs  in  the  living  body ;  suppose  my  cxpen- 
cn  ^e  is  rather  extensive ;  I  saw  no  indications  of  cholera ;  if  strych- 
nine has  been  discovered  in  the  stomach  I  should  hesitate  to 
ascribe  death  to  strychnine :  strychnine  may  have  been  given  by 
jaedical  men  and  might  be  found  in  the  stomach* 
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Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association ,  Vol  VIL 

In  a  previous  No.  of  the  Journal,  we  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  this  volume,  and  promised  a  more  extended  notice  of  its  con- 
tents. 

The  address  of  Dr.  Parsons  is  short,  but  appropriate  to  the  oc- 
casion. It  alludes  to  the  future  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  as  the 
grand  theatre  of  human  progress,  and  thus  remarks : 

And  in  no  department  of  human  aff.iirs  is  progress  here  more 
sure  than  in  medical  knowledge.  Our  Atlantic  States  have  inher- 
ited a  reverence  for  European  opinions,  which,  although  com- 
mendable in  our  early  medical  history,  is  at  the  present  day  loss 
favorable  to  American  progress  and  discovery  in  medicine.  We 
need  to  interrogate  nature  and  exp3rience  more,  and  European 
opinions  less.  We  need  mental  as  well  as  political  indc^pondence, 
a  freer  swing  of  thouglit  and  purpose  tliat  characterizes  our  bre- 
thren of  the  West,  and  which  this  Association  is  adaptovi  to  call 
into  action. 

There  is  much  to  encourage  you  in  your  recent  discoveries  and 
contributions,  in  tlie  results  of  the  vivisections  of  saurians,  the 
half  of  which,  if  confirmed  by  future  experiments,  will  shed  new 
light  on  physiology  ;  and  again,  in  the  discoveries  made  relating 
to  the  process  of  digestion  by  your  late  lamented  Ecanmont,  of 
St.  Louis,  who,  for  the  theories  and  speculations  before  prevail- 
ing, has  substituted  ocular  denionstrati?n  of  the  modus  operandi  of 
that  wonderful  process,  by  submitting  ♦o  it  the  vari^nis  articles  of 
human  aliment,  and  determining  the  length  of  time  required  for 
converting  each  into  healthful  ehyme  ;  iind  again,  in  the  success- 
ful labors  of  Drake  in  traveling  from  State  to  State  throughout 
the  valley,  collecting  the  history  and  character  ci  its  epidemics 
by  personal  inquiry  and  observation.  Others  of  your  venerated 
dead  might  be  mentioned,  who  have  pursued  a  like  independent 
course  untrammeled  by  European  authorities.  Of  their  immedi- 
ate successors  who  now  stand  at  tlio  head  of  their  profession,  it 

'Id  ill  become  mo  to  spjak,  seeing  that  sonij  of  them  are  pre- 
\ad   unused   to  sucli  frejloin  of  romirk      But  to  the  junior 
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members  of  tbe  profession  we  would  say,  *Unite  with  us — follow 
the  example  of  the  distinguished  pioneers  I  have  named,  and  of 
Caldwell  and  Harrison,  who  have  gone  to  their  reward ;  throw  the 
results  of  your  labors  into  the  common  stock  of  medical  knowledge 
accumulated  by  this  Association,  where  rest  assured  that  they  will 
be  duly  appreciated  to  the  common  benefit  of  the  profession,  and 
of  mankind,  and  redound  eventually  to  your  everlasting  honor  and 
professional  fame.'' 

These  paragraphs  are  suggestive  of  the  duty  which  western 
physicians  owe  to  the  profession  and  to  themselves.  It  is  here  in 
the  groat  central  region  of  the  continent  that  the  national  charac- 
ter is  to  be  developed,  that  American  literature  is  to  assume  its 
distinctive  features,  and  scientific  research  be  directed  to  specific 
objects.  This  is  no  vain  boast.  The  unparalleled  growth  of  the  past 
clearly  indicates  it,, the  physical  geography  of  the  region  makes  it 
certain  The  Mississippi  river^  extending  from  the  gulf  to  the  ex- 
treme north,  )vith  its  tributaiies,  embracing  the  Alleghany  and 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  is  a  huge  giant,  folding  in  its  arms  the 
wide  prairies  teeming  with  the  most  luxuriant  vegetation,  the  fair- 
est maiden  thut  the  rays  of  the  sun  have  ever  warmed  into  life  and 
beauty.  From  the  Alleghany  to  the  Kocky  Mountains,  the  whole 
country  is  a  unit;  although  vast  in  extent,  the  facilities  for  com- 
munication even  now  a^e  easy  and  abundant,  and  will  be  still  more 
so.  This  fact,  in  connection  with  the  natural  resources  of  the 
country,  must  develope  here  the  highest  American  civilization  and 
the  truest  and  noblest  progress  in  science;  and  to  our  hands,  as 
Western  physicians,  are  committed,  in  a  great  measure,  at  least 
those  influences  which,  though  now  feeble,  must  ultimately  give 
character  to  the  American  Medical  profession.  While  we  acknow- 
ledge this  responsibility,  and  regret  that  we  are  so  poorly  pre- 
pared to  meet  it,  we  point  with  pride  to  what  has  been  done  for 
the  advancemv»nt  of  our  science,  even  in  the  infancy  of  our  pro- 
fessional life,  and  hail  it  as  an  earnest  of  what  shall  be  accom- 
plished in  the  strength  of  our  manhood. 

The  next  paper  is  the  report  of  the  committee  on  medical  edu- 
cation, furnished  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Cabell,  the  chairman.  The  com- 
mittee in  this  report  have  confined  their  attention  to  such  mea- 
sures, prospective  or  established,  in  reference  to  medical  education, 
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and  the  reputable  standing  of  the  profession  as  they  have  deemed 
worthy  of  special  consideration,  and  which  are  embodied  in  the 
following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  views  and  recommendations  heretofore 
expressed  by  this  Association,  respecting  the  importance  of  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  standard  of  preliminary  education,  of  extending 
the  terms  of  lectures,  and  especially  of  greatly  elevating  the  stand- 
ard of  professional  attainments  requisite  to  graduation,  be  hereby 
reaffirmed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Association  approves  and  recommends 
the  practice  of  daily  examinations  by  each  professor,  as  essential 
for  securing  *'that  active,  practical  discipline"  of  the  mind  which 
is  one  of  the  most  important  ends  of  collegiate  instructiou ;  and 
believes,  not  only  that  such  a  system  might  be  easily  put  into 
operation,  under  an  extension  of  the  terms  of  lectures,  but  that  the 
whole  ground-work  of  elementary  medical  instruction  might  be 
most  aduahtageously  assigned  to  the  schools  which  may  adopt  that 
system,  as  a  substitute  for  the  very  faulty  one  of  private  office  in- 
struction now  in  common  uae. 

8,  Resolved,  That  this  Association  cordially  approves  of  the 
establishment  of  '^private  schools''  duly  organized  for  giving  that 
species  of  instruction  which  consists  *4n  demonstrations''  and  other 
practical  exercises  ^'on  the  part  of  the  student,  instead  of  the  in- 
structor, but  still  under  his  direction  and  superintendence,"  em- 
bracing the  whole  circle  of  clinical  observation  and  practice,  the 
use  of  the  microscope,  chemical  manipulations,  and  the  perform- 
ance of  surgical  operations  on  the  dead  body  ;  aad  would  earnestly 
recommend  such  institutions  to  the  patronage  of  those  graduates 
who  did  not  enjoy  similar  advantages  during  the  period  of  their 
collegiate  pupilage. 

4.  Resolved,  That  those  medical  colleges  whose  curriculum 
does  not  now  include  full  courses  of  lectures  on  physiology  and 
medical  jurisprudence,  L>e  earnestly  invited  to  make  immediate  pro- 
vision for  supplying  the  deficiency,  and  to  require  the  professor  of 
physiology  to  make  an  exposition  of  the  outlines  of  comparative 
anatomy,  to  such  extent,  at  least,  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable 
the  student  to  appreciate  the  force  of  the  evidence  upon  which  the 
modern  doctrines  of  physiology  mainly  rest. 

5.  Resolved,  That  to  insure  the  efficient  and  beneficial  opera- 
tion of  the  proposed  measures  of  reform,  the  Association  considers 
it  essential  that  some  unifor.n  system  of  examining  candidates  for 
admission  into  the  ranks  of  the  medical  profession,  in  addition  to^ 
the  collegiate  examinations  for  degrees,  should  be  adopted  in  all 
the  States  of  the  Union. 

6.  Resolved^  That  the  Association  regards  as  auspicious  omens 
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of  fature  progress  the  already  improved  character  of  our  medical 
literature,  and  the  evidence  of  an  increasing  desire,  on  the  part  of 
a  respectable  number  of  medical  students,  for  a  higher  grade  of 
professional  education,  as  exhibited  in  the  patronage  extended  to 
extra-collegiato  organizations  for  practical  teaching ;  and  that,  in 
view  of  such  encouraging  signs,  it  cherishes  an  abiding  conviction 
that  more  thorough  and  general  reforms  will  be  ultimately,  though 
gradually,  accomplished. 

In  reference  to  the  first  resolution  the  convention  held  at  Phi- 
ladelphia in  May,  1847,  adopted  the  following  standard  as  one 
which  might  reasonably  be  expected  of  every  young  man  who 
should  apply  to  be  received  as  a  student  of  medicine,  ''a  good  En- 
glish education ;  a  knowledge  of  natural  philosophy,  and  the  ele« 
mentary  mathematical  sciences,  including  geometry  and  algebra, 
and  such  an  acquaintance  at  least  with  the  Latin  and  Greek  lan- 
guages, as  will  enable  the  student  to  appreciate  the  technical  lan- 
guage of  medicine,  and  read  and  write  prescriptions'' 

This  is  certainly  a  reasonable  requisition,  but  we  cannot  hope 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  profession  that  it  will  universally 
or  even  generally  be  adopted      We   cannot  expect  that  physicians 
will  require  a  higher  standard  of  their  pupils  so  far  as  preliminary 
education  is  concerned,  than  that  to  which  they  themselves  have 
attained.     The   standard  of  professional  knowledge  and  ability  m 
the  other  i  rofessions,  is  regulated  by  the  demands  of  the  public. 
Such  ought  to  be  the  case  in  medicine,  and  such  would  be  were 
it  not  so  difficult  for  the  public  to  judge  of  the  real  capacities  and 
attainments  of  the  physicians.     The   advantages  of  a  thorough 
course  of  mental  training,  combining  the  study  of  the  languages  of 
science  with  the  severer  discipline  of  the  mathematics,  as  prepa- 
rations to  professional  study   can  hardly   be  appreciated  by  those 
who  have  not  enjoyed  in  them.     Why,  then,  have  not  our  colleges 
whose  faculties  may  be   supposed   to  understand  these  matters, 
placed  the  proper  sentinels  at  the  entrance  of  our  threshold,  there- 
by preventing  the  sacredness  of  our  temple  from  being  profaned  by 
disgraceful  ignorance  ?     It  might  require  a  sacrifice ;  it  probably 
would  for  a  season,  but  the  honor  of  a  noble  profession  and  the 
interests  of  humanity  are  at  stake. 
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We  woald  not  bo  understood  as  acknowledging  that  medical  men 
in  this  country  are  lacking  in  natural  ability,  or  even  in  inde- 
pendence of  thought.  On  the  contrary  we  are  perfectly  certain  that 
the  ranks  of  our  profession  are  constantly  being  filled  up  by  young 
men  of  superior  qualifications,  many  of  whom  in  time,  notwith- 
standing the  deficiency  of  their  preparatory  studies,  attain  to  an 
honorable  distinction  among  us,  for  their  cultivation  of  the  science 
and  their  skill  in  the  art  of  medicine.  But  as  a  body  we  are  not 
what  we  should  be — not  what  we  are  capable  of  being.  The  re- 
commendations of  the  American  Medical  Association  so  far,  have 
been  almost  a  nullity,  and  for  the  simple  reason,  as  we  believe, 
that  public  opinion  both  in  and  out  of  the  professional  ranks,  has 
not  yet  raised  the  standard  of  attainment  by  which,  as  physicians, 
we  are  to  be  tried  and  judged. 

In  view  of  the  little  that  has  been  done  towards  correcting  this 
evil,  the  committee  enquire — 

Is  there,  then,  no  remedy  for  an  evil  which  has  done  so  much 
to  dishonor  a  profession  once  noted  for  the  profound  and  varied 
learning  of  its  members?  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  premature  to  come  to  so  discouraging  a  conclusion.  They 
do  not  yet  abandon  the  position  which  was  ably  sustained  by  the 
late  Dr.  Parrish,  in  a  report  made  to  the  Philadelphia  Convention, 
that  **the  influence  of  combined  and  harmonious  action,  directed  to 
a  special  object,  by  the  great  body  of  the  profession,  is  a  power 
more  potent  than  that  exercised  by  legislatures,  or  by  the  xrorpora- 
tions  they  may  create.''  The  operation  of  such  an  influence  is, 
however  slow,  and  we  should  not  be  impatient  if  ample  results  are 
not  rapidly  attained.  One  of  the  instrumentalities  through  which 
it  operates  is  gradually  being  brought  to  bear  upon  the  solution 
of  the  difliculties  which  thwart  the  attempts  that  have  hitherto 
been  made  to  introduce  this  and  other  measures  of  medical  reform. 
We  allude  to  the  organization  of  State  and  County  Medical  So- 
cieties, the  manifold  usages  of  which  agencies  are  too  obvious  to 
require  expiisition. 

The  question  of  the  propriety  of  lengthening  the  term  of  lectures 
in  our  colleges  is  discussed  at  length  by  the  committee.  This  in- 
volves the  question  of  teaching  by  private  instruction  mainly,  or  in 
the  college  and  hospital.  We  cannot  forbear  quoting  that  portion 
of  report  relating  especially  to  this  subject.  After  alluding  to 
'he  recommendation  of  the  association  at  previous  meeting,  that 
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the  lecture   term  bo  increased  to  six   months  instead  of  four,  they 
say  : 

A  few  of  the  schools  promptly  complied  with  this  recommenda- 
tion, but  a  part  of  them,  as  we  are  inforn>ed,  have  since  it  found  it 
expedient  to  abandon  the  experiment,  and  to  resume  their  former 
practice.  This  fact  illustrates  the  difficulty  attending  every  attempt 
to  carry  out  any  very  d  cided  measure  of  reform,  on  the  part  of  a 
few  of  the  schools,  while  the  majority  refuse  to  co-operate.  Un- 
fortunately, there  exists  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  advan- 
tages of  the  proposed  extension  of  the  term.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Harvard  University,  presented  to  the 
Association,  at  its  second  annual  meeting,  held  in  Boston  in  1849, 
a  formal  defense  and  advocacy  of  the  four  month's  course,  in  pre- 
ference to  a  more  extended  term.  The  faculty  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  Pennsylvania  Colleges,  in  replying  to  a  circular  of  the 
Committee  on  Medical  Education  for  the  iame  year,  appear  to 
have  taken  a  similar  view.  They  assume  that  the  ''American  Sys- 
tem" of  medical  education  consists  in  the  instruction  derived  from 
"private  preceptorship  mainly,''  with  the  college  and  hospital  as 
its  complement ;"  and  argue  that  **either  we  should  labor  to  per- 
fect that  system  according  to  its  idea,  or  we  should  abandon  it  for 
another  as  radically  wrong.  Any  attempt  to  alter  or  amend  it, 
according  to  an  essentially  distinct  plan,  will  prove  a  ruinous 
patching"  They  further  express  the  *-fear  that  the  recent  so- 
called  reform  agitation  tends  to  loosen  the  connection  of  the  pre- 
ceptor with  his  pupil,  and  to  lessen  his  responsibility  without 
adequately  supplying  the  loss;"  and  contend  that  *'8uch  must  be 
the  effect  of  any  considerable  increase  in  the  course  of  lectures." 
The  Committee  do  not  deny  that  there  is  some  plausibility  in  this 
view  of  the  subject,  and  that  some  of  the  arguments  advanced 
have  force  in  their  application  to  the  prevalent  system  of  medical 
education  in  this  country  ;  but  they  are  far  from  acquiescing  in  the 
conclusion  that  no  reform  in  this  respect  is  needed.  They  would 
rather  adopi  the  alternative  presented  in  the  argument  last  cited, 
and  conclude  a  system  \^hich  regards  the  plan  for  instruction  by 
public  lectures  *'as  subordinate  and  subsidiary"  to  private  instruc- 
tion, ''as  radically  wrong.'  This  system  takes  it  for  granted 
that  even  the  first-course  students  have  **read"  with  a  private 
teacher,  prior  to  their  attendance  on  lectures.  But  when  it  is 
borne  in  mind  that  the  fundamental  branches  of  medical  science, 
on  which  the  whole  superstructure  of  medical  education  must  rest, 
are  precisely  those  which  require,  for  their  proper  and  successful 
exposition,  the  use  of  such  appliances  of  demonstration  as  can  be 
supplied  by  public  institutions  alone,  it  will  be  admitted  that  such 
preparatory  '-reading"   is  not  always  advantageous,  and  may  be 
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are  termed  "college  clinics."  But  even  where  no  other  impedi- 
ment hinders  the  students  from  visiting  the  hospitals  daily,  those 
who  attend  six  lectures  each  day  in  the  college,  and  are  also  en- 
gaged in  the  study  of  practical  anatomy  in  the  dissecting  room,  can 
find  little  time  or  di-«po3ition  for  such  clinical  observations  as  will 
be  of  any  value  to  them.  Hence,  it  is  only  the  small  minority 
who  remain  in  the  city  during  the  summer  and  autumn  that  truly 
derive  any  profit  from  the  facilities  for  clinical  observation  which 
the  city  hospitals  may  afford. 

*  We  have  almost  invariably  found  that,  among  even  this  cla» 
of  students,  only  those  who  have  previously  graduated  can  be  in- 
duced to  read,  in  connection  with  their  clinical  observations,  the 
class  of  books  which  constitute  the  elucidators  of  disease.  The  un- 
dergraduates feel  themselves  constrained,  by  the  prospect  of  a 
coming  examination,  to  confine  their  reading  mainly  to  the  ele- 
mentary text-books.  In  view  of  such  facts,  your  Committee  ex- 
press their  hearty  concurrence  in  the  position  taken  by  Dr.  Pitcher, 
in  his  report,  and  indorsed  by  the  vote  of  the  Association, — "That 
a  familiar  knowledge  of  the  elements  of  medical  science  should 
precede  clinical  instruction."  This  course  is  practically  adopted 
by  a  large  number  of  the  better  class  of  medical  students,  who  pur- 
sue clinical  studies  for  a  period  of  from  one  to  three  years  after 
graduation,  either  in  the  hospitals  of  our  own  cities,  or  partly  here 
and  partly  in  Europe.  Having  dissolved  their  connection  with 
the  schoolsj  in  which  elementary  instruction  alone  can  be  ade- 
quately given,  and  in  which  the  second-course  students  pursue  pre- 
cisely the  same  studies  as  those  who  are  attending  lectures  for  the 
first  time,  they  properly  lay  aside  elementary  books,  and  substitute, 
in  addition  to  systematic  ^'Clinical  Guides,"  the  published  records 
of  the  clinical  observations  of  those  careful  and  reliable  observers 
who  have  done  so  much  towards  giving  precision  and  certainty  to 
modern  pathological  doctrines,  by  authenticating  the  data  upon 
which  they  pre  based,  and  clearing  away  the  immense  rubbish  of 
''false  facts"  which,  as  much  as  aught  else,  had  retarded  the  pro- 
gress of  medicine  as  a  positive  science.  By  the  aid  of  such  accu- 
rate clinical  reports,  carefully  studied  in  connection  with  the  ac- 
tual observations  of  cases  at  the  bedside,  the  intelligent  and  earnest 
pupil  may  add  to  his  own  personal  experience  that  of  all  the  emi- 
nent clinical  reporters  whose  works  he  may  read.  The  descrip- 
tions there  given  of  the  daily  progress  of  the  symptoms,  and  the 
eifects  of  remedies,  can  scarcely  be  appreciated  without  the  aid  de- 
rived from  an  examination  of  cases  of  the  actual  disease ;  but  with 
this  aid,  that  familiar  law  of  our  mental  organization  in  accord- 
ance with  which  vividness  is  imparted  to  our  conceptions  by  being 
associated  with  sensible  objects,  is  brought  into  operation,  and  the 
**eported  jcases  rise  before  the  mental  vision  with  the  clearness  and 

♦inctness  of  reality. 
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tary  principles  of  the  medical  sciences.  In  this  view  of  the  snb- 
ject,  the  Conamittee  are  inclined  to  believe  that  very  great  advan- 
tage wofald  result  from  an  extension  of  the  course  of  lectures  to 
even  a  longer  term  than  that  heretofore  recommended  by  the  As- 
sociation. In  addition  to  the  very  obvious  evil  of  crowding  six  or 
seven  lectures  into  the  compass  of  a  single  day,  another  striking 
objection  to  the  present  system  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  practical 
branches  of  medical  science  are  of  necessity  unfolded  to  the  student 
before  he  has  had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
elementary  principles  upon  which  they  are  mainly  based.  For 
example,  his  attention  is  directed  to,  and  his  mind  bewildered 
with,  an  intricate  account  of  the  causes  and  varieties  of  convulsive 
diseases,  before  he  has  obtained  any  useful  degree  of  knowledge- 
of  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  nervous  system,  upon  which 
the  prevalent  doctrines  as  to  the  pathology  and  rational  therapeu 
tical  indications  of  such  diseases  entirely  rest.  If  the  term  of  lec- 
tures were  extended,  it  would  be  possible  to  diminish  the  number 
of  lectures  for  each  day,  and  to  make  such  a  distribution  of  the 
several  branches  as  would  insure  an  opportunity  for  the  thorough 
study  of  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  every  organ,  before  the 
attention  of  the  student  should  be  directed  to  its  pathological  states, 
while  several  hours  would  be  appropriated  to  private  reading  and 
reflection.  an<l  to  the  practical  study  of  anatomy  by  means  of  dis- 
sections by  daylight. 

Regarding,  then,  *'the  American  System''  of  medical  education 
by  **private  preceptorship  mainly,"  at  least  as  that  system  is  car-^ 
ried  out  in  the  rural  districts,  and  consequently,  for  a  large  ma- 
jority of  American  students,  ''as  radically  wrong,"  your  Commit- 
tee would  advocate  the  substitution  of  a  plan  which  would  bring 
the  whole  circle  of  elementary  medical  education  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  schools." 

Ife  have  only  space  to  refer  to  that  part  of  the  report  in  which 
ihe  value  of  clinical  instruction  is  discussed.  We  extract  it  en- 
tire: 

''  4.  The  profession  objects,  with  much  reason,  to  the  entire  ne- 
glect or  very  imperfect  use  of  clinical  instruction  in  many  of  the 
medical  colleges  of  the  United  States.  A?  respects  some  of  these 
institutions,  the  defect  is  irremediable,  owing  to  their  location  in 
villages  too  small  to  furnish  subjects  f^r  hospital  practice. 
And  in  some  of  our  larger  cities,  the  seats  of  the  oldest  medi- 
cal colleges  in  the  Union,  the  hospitals  are  either  entirely  inacces- 
sible to  the  student,  or  are  op  ned  to  him  under  such  restrictions 
as  to  make  it  a  privilege  of  little  value  In  such  cases,  the  schools 
have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of  finding  a  substitute  in  what 
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injurious.  A  medical  student,  reading  in  the  office  of  apliysieian 
residing  in  a  rural  district,  cannot  enjoy  the  advantage  of  study- 
ing practical  anatomy.  Hence,  most  of  his  reading  is  on  the  sub- 
jects of  practical  medicine  and  surgery,  in  which  he  forms  the 
most  vague  and  erroneous  notions  with  regard  to  the  structure 
and  laws  of  action  of  the  organs,  the  diseases  of  which  he  is  study- 
ing; and  such  notions  do  not  always  easily  give  place  to  the  sim- 
ple truth,  when  thin  is  subsequently  presented.  In  cities  and  the 
larger  towns,  the  case  is  admitted  to  be  often  different.  There, 
the  pnpils  may  have  access  to  hospitals  and  dissecting  rooms,  and 
there,  too.  organized  voluntary  associations  f  private  teachers  su- 
persede, almost  wholly,  the  old  system  of  instruction  by  a  single 
teacher.  Su^h  associations  are,  however,  medical  schools  in  all 
but  the  name,  and  thus  do  not,  in  point  of  fact,  constitute  a  real 
exception  to  the  principle  on  which  we  would  insist.  Not  being 
entitled  to  confer  the  diploma,  and  basing  their  claims  on  the  con- 
fidence and  patronage  of  the  more  aspiring  students,  or  the  tho- 
roughness of  the  instruction  they  offer,  many  of  them  give  a  more 
full,  and  especially  a  more  practical  course  than  is  required  in  the 
regularly  incorporated  medical  colleges.  Such  private  schools  are 
admitted  to  be  most  valuable  auxiliaries  in  the  cause  of  medical 
education,  and  are  entitled,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  to  an 
encouraging  notice  from  the  Association.  It  would,  however,  be 
wise,  in  view  both  of  a  judicious  economy,  and  of  the  likelihood  of 
thereby  insuring  the  largest  amount  of  practical  benefit  from  the 
educational  instrumentalities  at  the  command  of  the  American  me- 
dical student,  to  assign  to  these  auxiliary  organizations  such  work 
only  as  cannot  be  adequately  performed  by  the  incorporated  schools 
with  larger  classes. — 'such  as  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the 
student,  instead  of  the  instructor,  but  stiL  under  his  superintend- 
ence and  direction;"  the  actual  performance  of  surgical  operations 
on  the  dead  body;  chemical  manipulations;  the  use  of  the  micros- 
cope ;  and  clinical  instruction,  truly  s )  called,  which  is  the  study 
of  diseases  at  the  bedside,  cases  being  watched  from  commence- 
ment to  end,  with  special  attention  to  the  use  of  the  physical  means 
of  diagnosis  in  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  heart.  Such  instruction 
as  this  is  of  inestimable  importance.  It  cannot  be  given  by  lectures 
alone.  The  student  must  practice  for  himself,  under  the  super- 
vision and  direction  of  a  competent  teacher;  and  only  a  class  of 
limited  number  can  receive  adequate  attention  from  one  instruc- 
i  tor.     Such  instruction  should,  therefore,  be  the  appropriate  work 

of  a   corps  of  teachers  auxiliary  to  the  public  schools.     From  its 
;'  very  nature  it  can  be  profitable  only  to  advanced  students.    In  the 

i'  opinion  of  your  Committee,  it  should   follow,  rather  than  precede 

or  accompany,  the  instruction  imparted  in  the  public  schools.  The 
tter  should  consist  mainly  in  a  didactic  exposition  of  the  elemen- 
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*^In  immediate  connection  with  this  topic,  the  Committee  woald 
again  invite  the  attention  of  the  Association  to  the  importance  of 
othor  brandies  of  medical  science  which  may  be  studied  practi- 
cally. We  may  specify  practical  chemistry,  the  use  of  the  micro- 
scope as  an  instrument  of  research,  and  as  furnishing  data  upon 
which  a  differential  diagnosis  may  be  based,  practical  midwifery, 
and  operative  surgery.  It  is  a  fact  which  may  well  elicit  our  mu- 
tual congratulation,  that  efficient  instrumentalities  for  thorough 
practical  instruction  in  all  these  branches,  are  being  brought  into 
operation  in  various  parts  ot  the  Union.  The  advertisement  of 
'*the  New  York  Preparatory  School  of  Medicine''  is  now  befort 
us.  Such  associations,  if  they  fulfill  their  promise,  wi]l  deserve  the 
encouragement  of  the  profession.  We  think,  however,  that  the  use 
of  the  terra  "preparatory"  may  mislead  the  public,  to  the  detri- 
ment, perhaps,  of  these  auxiliayr  schools.  All  instruction  received 
by  a  pupil  is  preparatory  to  the  great  business  of  life  ;  but  in  no 
sense  can  such  instruction  as  these  schools  propose  to  give,  be 
considered  preparatory  for  that  of  the  incorporated  schools.  The 
latter  is  elementary,  and  should  precede  the  practical.  We  shall 
presently  consider,  under  another  head,  the  objection  that  may  be 
raised  on  the  score  of  the  difficulty  of  inducing  many  students  to 
apply  for  such  instruction,  after  having  received  the  diploma  which 
entitles  them  to  practice  medicine  and  surgery." 


EDITORIAL. 


Small  Pox^ — During  the  first  week  in  January,  cases  of  small 
pox  occurred  in  our  city,  in  such  numbers,  and  simultaneously  in 
so  many  different  localities,  and  among  so  many  classes  of  people, 
as  to  leave  but  little  doubt  that  they  depended,  in  part  at 
least,  on  a  true  epidemic  influence.  And  judging  from  the  cha- 
racter of  the  cases  \Nhich  occurred  in  those  not  protected  in  any 
degree  J'y  vaccination,  we  think  that  without  the  influence  of  the 
latter  on  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  we  should  be  to-day  in  the 
midst  of  as  loathsome  a  pestilence  as  ever  afflicted  the  cities  of 
Europe  during  the  middle  ages.  It  was  this  disease  which  caused 
the  death  of  the  two  medical  students,  whose  early  departure  from 
the  scenes  of  life,  is  appropriately  noticed  in  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  which  follow. 

The  extent  of  its  prevalence,  will  be  more  fully  noticed  in  our 
next  number. 
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Obituary  Notice — 

-At  a  meeting  of  the  students  of  Bush  Medical  College,  held 
January  25th,  1855,  L.  H.  Kennedy,  M.  Davis,  James  L.  Sud- 
deth,  John  McHugh,  and  W.  B.  Cooper,  who  had  been  previously 
appointed  a  committee  to  draft  suitable  resolutions  relative  to  the 
death  of  M.  A.  Warson,  and  G.  C.  Hughes,  reported  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  His  wise  Providence, 
to  remove  from  our  midst,  our  worthy  and  highly  esteemed  friends 
and  class-mates,  M.  A.  Warson,  and  G.  C.  Hughes.  Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  we  deeply  feel  the  loss  of  our  deceased  class 
mates  who,  by  their  upright  moral  conduct,  and  gentlemanly  de- 
portment, had  endeared  them  to  all  with  whom  they  were  associ- 
ated. 

Resolved^  That  in  their  death,  this  class  is  deprived  of  two.  wor- 
thy members,  the  profession  of  devoted  students,  who,  had  life  been 
prolonged,  bid  fair  to  become  honorable  members  of  the^  profession 
they  had  chosen. 

Resolved^  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  their  relatives  in 
their  bereavement,  and  while  we  mourn  their  loss,  may  we  be  re- 
minded that  we,  too,  are  travelling  to  that  "^^and  of  deepest  shade 
unpierced  by  human  thought." 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  class  be  tendered  to  their 
room  mates,  for  the  untiring  attention  they  bestowed  during  the 
affliction  of  our  deceased  friends; 

Resolved^  That  we  hereby  tender  our  thanks  to  Professors  Da- 
vis and  Freer,  for  their  constant  attention  during  the  illness  of 
our  deceased  class-mates,  and  deep  solicitude  for  their  welfare, 
also  for  their  presence  and  kind  assistance  at  their  funeral. 

Resolved^  That  these  resolutions  be  published  in  the  North 
Western  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^  and  the  Chicago  Daily 
Journal^  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  their  relatives. 

C.  GooBBRAKB,  Chairman. 

R.  S.  HiTT,  Sec. 


To  Readers. — The  valuable  contribution  of  Dr.  Williams,  and 
the  Medical  testimony  in  the  case  of  Gre6n,  filled  so  much  more 
space  than  we  expected,  that  several  articles  are  crowded  out. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


ABT  I.— A  Lecture  on  the  Ejects  of  Alcoholic  Drinks  on  the 
Human  System,  and  the  duties  of  Medical  Men  in  relation 
thereto.  Uelivered^in  the  lecture  room  of  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege on  Christmas  day,  (Dec.  25th,  1864),  in  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  class  attending  the  college.  By  N.  S.  Davis, 
M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Pathology  and  Practical  Medicine,  &c.  &c.* 

Gentlemen  : — The  very  short  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
the  reception  of  your  kind  invitation  to  address  you  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  has  precluded  the  possibility  of  reducing  the  facts 
and  sentiments  I  am  about  to  utter  to  writing,  and  hence  you 
must  be  content  to  receive  them  as  they  occur  spontaneously,  with- 
out ajiy  of  the  pleasing  influence  of  well  studied  rhetorit.  The 
present  occasion  is  one  peculiarly  appro|.riate  for  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  which  is  to  engage  our  attention. 

♦  Rush  Medical  College,  Dec.  28,  1854. 
Pbof.  N.  S.  Davis. 

Drar  Sik — The  undeitjignctl  (Vmmi  tec  have  heen  appointed  by  the  Class  of 
the  Rush  Medical  College  to  rbtorii  thanks  to  yon  for  ihe  able  and  interetti^ 
Address  delivered  before  the  CWs  cd  Christmas  Day,  aod  to  request  a  copy.^t 
the  same  for  publication.  ^^ 

H.  C.  Clapp,         )  *    *♦ 

A.  C.  BUFFUM,         I 

W.  A.  Gordon,       i- Committee, 
M.  U    Chadwick. 
W.  H.  Hkllku,      J 

A.  C.  BuFPUM,  S«cre!ary.  Dr.  J.  Ford,  Chairman. 

Mebsrs.  H.  C.  Clafp,  and  Otukrs  of  the  Commutes. 

The  Lecture  to  which  you  allude  in  }our  kind  rote,  this  day  received,  was 
mnd  is  unwritten.  But,  in  compliance  with  your  n  quest,  I  will  furnish  it  for 
publication  as  toon  as  other  pressing  engagements  will  peimit  me  lo  write  it  out. 

With  much  respect,  yours  truly, 

Chicago,  Dec  29,  ld54.  N.  S.  Davis. 
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The  day  which  calls  to  mind  bo  vividly  the  remembrance  of 
^'  Him  who  spake  as  never  man  spake/'  and  whose  earthly  career 
was  spent  in  "  doing  good,"  may  well  be  devoted,  in  part  at  least, 
to  a  careful  consideration  of  those  evils  which  are  daily  and  hourly 
adding  to  the  sum  of  human  misery  and  degradation.  For,  though 
we  live  in  a  land  of  plenty — a  land  blessed  above  all  others  with 
all  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life,  yet  it  requires  but  little  ex- 
amination to  find  poverty,  misery  and  crime  in  almost  every  town 
and  hamlet,  from  St.  Johns  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Pacific.  In  our  own  State,  with  its  broad  and  fertile 
prairies,  yielding  breadstuffs  enough  annually  to  feed  a  population 
numbering  millions,  every  Poor-House  is  filled  with  paupers  and 
every  jail  with  criminals.  And  even  in  this  city,  at  this  hour, 
there  are  a  thousand  helpless  mothers  and  children,  deprived  o^ 
property,  deprived  of  reputation,  deprived  of  education  and  every 
right  which  is  dear  and  sacred  to  a  rational  being  among  a  free 
people.  Some  of  them  are  in  the  jail  as  degraded  convicts,  some 
in  the  Bridewell  for  petty  offences,  many  in  the  Poor-house,  some 
are  begging  cold  victuals  or  gleaning  chips  and  sticks  from  the 
docks  and  ship-yards,  while  others  still  are  on  beds  of  wasting 
si  rkness,  or  shrinking  back  in  terror  from  visions  of  hellish  fiends 
who  come  to  torment  their  victims  before  entering  into  the  dark 
domain  of  the  future.  If  we  inquire  for  the  cause  of  so  much 
actual  misery,  degradation  and  crime  in  the  midst  of  circumstan- 
ces so  propitious,  the  answer  is  readily  found  in  the  millions  of 
gallons  of  alcoholic  drinks  annually  consumed  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  these  drinks,  which,  like  the  little  book  in  the  Apocalypse, 
though  sweet  in  the  mouth  and  greedily  consumed  by  the  people, 
yet  in  their  vitals  become  more  bitter  than  wormwood,  and  like  an 
unceasing  fire  consume,  in  their  turn,  their  property,  their  morals, 
their  health,  and  their  happiness.  But  it  is  no  part  of  my  present 
purpose  to  discuss  the  general  subject  of  intemperance,  or  to  por- 
tray the  influence  of  intoxicating  drinks  on  the  pecuniary,  social, 
and  moral  interests  of  society.  Everything  relating  to  these  top- 
ics are  already  too  familiar,  both  to  yourselves  and  the  public. — 
here  are.  however,  questions  still  connected  >vith  this  subject 
hioh  require  the  most  careful  and  serious   investigation.     The 
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political  ec  ;Domist3  have  long  since  calculated  the  immense  peca« 
niary  losses  resulting  from  the  use  of  these  drinks  ;  the  moralists 
have  portrayed  in  startling  but  truthful  language  their  terrible  in- 
fluence on  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  man ;  but  there  re- 
mains two  questions  which  still  require  a  careful  and  thorough  in- 
vestigation. The  fii-st  relates  to  the  influence  of  alcoholic  drinks 
on  the  human  system  in  a  state  of  health,  and  the  second  to  their 
value  and  efficiency  as  agents  for  the  preservation  and  treatment 
of  disease.  From  the  nature  of  the  subject,  it  is  evident  that 
the  duty  of  fully  elucidating  these  questions  devolves  entirely  on 
that  profession,  of  which  you  are  soon  to  become  members.  It  is 
for  the  purpose  of  assuming  my  share  of  the  responsibility  of  this 
investigation  that  I  have  consented  to  address  you  on  the  present 
occasion.  Aside  from  the  direct  pecuniary  interest  of  the  dealer 
io  intoxicating  drinks,  the  only  remaining  stronghold  which  they 
have  on  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  rests  on  their  supposed  effica- 
cy 08  agents  for  strengthening  or  invigorating  the  physical  system, 
and  thereby  enabling  the  drinker  to  endure  fatigue  and  exposure 
to  the  vicissitudes  of  temperature,  as  well  as  to  the  causes  of  epi- 
demic diseases  with  much  greater  impunity.  Comparatively  a 
^mall  proportion  of  those  who  use  alcoholic  drinks,  do  so  without 
some  special  excuse  or  supposed  necessity  arising  out  of  the  cifr 
cumstances  which  surround  them.  One  resorts  to  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  excessive  physical  labor  which  he  is  called  on  to  en. 
dure  ;  another  to  increase  the  production  of  caloric  in  the  system 
and  thereby  enable  him  to  resist  more  perfectly  the  effects  of  ex- 
ternal cjld ;  another  to  prevent  that  relaxation  and  debility  which 
accompanies  extremo  heat ;  another  to  prevent  the  injurious  effects 
of  drinking  water  of  different  localities  while  travelling ;  and  still 
others  to  prevent  sickness  during  tho  prevalence  of  unusual  or  epi- 
demic diseases.  Thus  it  is,  that  notwithstanding  the  universal 
acknowledgement  of  the  pecuniary,  social,  and  moral,  evils  of  in- 
toxicating  drinks,  yet  with  a  large  portion  of  the  popular  mind 
they  are  not  only  regarded  as  necessary,  but  as  a  kind  of  flaming 
Sword  capable  of  turning  every  way  to  guard  the  Eden  of  life. 
The  Strength  of  the  popular  faith  in  the  invigorating  and  protec- 
tive qualities  of  these  drinks  is  shown  by  those  provisions  for  fy^ 
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establishment  of  special  agencies  to  furnish  them  in  those  state? 
where  the  most  stringent  legal  enactments  have  been  adopted  for 
their  general  suppression.  To  destroy  this  popular  fiiith  would 
be  to  take  away  the  last  stronghold  ot  alcoholic  drinks  on  the  hon- 
est convictions  of  mankind,  and  leave  them  to  be  sustained  only 
by  the  cupidity  of  the  seller  and  the  most  degrading  appetite  of 
the  drinker.  Hence,  a  careful  examination  into  the  correctness  of 
the  popular  ideas  to  which  I  have  alluded,  is  of  paramount  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  humanity.  But,  from  the  very  nature 
of  the  subjects  to  ue  examined,  none  but  members  of  our  own  pro- 
fession have  received  that  kind  of  education  which  renders  them 
competent  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  the  task.  It  is  from  a 
strong  desire  to  contribute  my  share  towards  the  Full  elucidation 
of  this  important  subject,  that  I  have  consented  to  address  you  on 
the  present  occasion  when  so  many  other  duties  are  pressing  heavi- 
ly upon  mo. 

An  analytical  examination  of  the  subject  will  readily  show  that 
the  particular  monies  by  which  alcoholic  drinks  produce  all  their 
beneficial  effects  may  be  included  under  the  three  following  heads 
viz: 

1st.  Their  direct  stimulant  effects  on  the  nervous  system,  by 
which  the  mind  is  excited  and  all  the  bodily  functions  supposed  to 
be  invigorated. 

2nd.  Their  supposed  power  to  sustain  respiration  and  animal 
heat  by  furnishing  carbon  and  hydrogen  for  combustion  with  the 
oxygen  of  the  blood. 

3d.  Their  supposed  power  to  protect  the  animal  system  against 
the  effects  of  contagions  and  the  causes  of  epidemic  diseases. 

To  a  careful  and  rigid  examination  of  these  several  propositions 

I  shall  now  invite  your  attention.     In  doing  this  I  shall  endeavor 

to  lay  aside  all  mere  moral  and  social  considerations,  and  conduct 

the  inquiry  as  one  of  purely  scientific  and  professional  interest. — 

The  first  step  in  the  inquiry  is  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  actual 

modus  operandi,  the  real  effects  which    alcohol    produces  primar- 

on  the  blood  and  elementary  tissues,   and  secondarily   on  the 

lis  functions  of  the   body.     Notwiihstanding  the  almost  uni- 

1  use  of  alcoholic  drinks,  during  several  past  centuries,    the 
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mforxnation   given  us  by  'writers  on  Materia   Medica  concerning 
their  action  on  the  physical  system  is  meagre  and  unsatisfactory. 

Being  generally  ranked  at  the  head  of  the  class  called  "  diffusi- 
ble stimulants,'*  we  are  simply  told  that  when  taken  into  the  stom- 
ach, they  are  absorbed  with  but  little  or  no  change,  avid  entering 
the  blood,  excite  the  nervous  and  vascular  systems,  exhilerate  the 
mental  faculties,  and,  if  taken  in  moderate  quantities  at  meals, 
promoting  digestion  and  the  general  strength  of  the  system.  In 
addition  to  this,  a  class  of  chemico-physiological  writers,  with 
Baron  Liebig  at  their  head,  recognizing  alcohol  as  a  highly  car- 
bonaceous compound,  and  reasoning  from  a  knowledge  of  chemical 
affinities  and  combinations  outside  of  the  livfng  animal  system, 
have  claimed  that  it,  like  all  the  carbonaceous  elements  of  our  food 
and  drinks,  was  appropriated  directly  to  the  support  of  respiration 
and  animal  heat  by  combining  with  the  oxygen  received  into  the 
blood  through  the  lungs. 

But  neither  the  ordiniry  writers  on  Materia  Medica  nor  the 
chemico-physiologists  furnish  us  with  any  carefully  devised  and 
well  executed  series  of  experiments,  illustrating  the  correctness  of 
the  views  they  entertain ;  the  first  seeming  to  derive  their  ideas 
from  ihefeelinffs  induced  by  alcohol,  and  tho  latter  from  purely 
theoretical  notions,  coupled  with  vague  generalizations 

So  far  as  I  recollect,  Dr.  Prout  was  the  first  to  institute  direct 
experiments  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  effects  of  alcohol 
on  the  functions  of  the  system.  By  collecting  the  expired  air 
soon  after  alcoholic  drinks  had  been  taken  into  the  system,  he  as- 
certained that  it  uniformly  contained  much  less  carbonic  acid  gas 
than  before  the  drink  had  been  taken.  More  recently  similar  ex- 
periments have  been  made  by  Sandras  and  Bouchardet,  and  seve* 
others,  and  with  the  same  results  as  obtained  by  Dr.  Prout.  In 
the  meantime,  the  direct  observations  of  Beaumont  on  the  human 
stomach,  and  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Percy  and  others  on  animals* 
clearly  proved  that  the  alcoholic  liquids  not  only  disappeared  from 
the  stomach  in  a  very  short  time  after  they  had  been  swallowed, 
but  that  they  actually  entered  the  blood,  and  circulated  with  it 
through  all  the'tissues  of  the  body  with  so  little  change  in  the 
composition  or  qualities  of  the  alcohol;  that  its  presence  could   I 
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detected  in  the  substance  of  the  brain,  liver,  &c.  Very  recently 
Ducheck  has  made  some  experiments,  from  the  results  of  which  he 
claims  that  the  alcohol  on  entering  the  blood  undergoes  a  change, 
by  which  an  ethereal  substance  is  for\ned,  which  he  calls  alde- 
hyde, and  to  which  he  attributes  the  exhileratin^  effects  which 
follow  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks.  The  same  observers  have  shown, 
both  by  experiments  on  animals,  and  by  post  mortem  examinations 
of  such  as  have  died  from  ihe  direct  effects  of  tho  stronger  alco- 
holic drinks,  that  the  blood  Joes  not  undergo  the  usual  change  in 
the  lungs,  it  having  been  found  throughout  the  vascular  system 
of  a  dark  venous  color.  From  all  these  experiments  and  observa- 
tions it  is  evident  that  the  alcohol  taken  into  the  system,  exerts 
not  merely  a  temporary  exhilerating  eftect  on  the  functions  of  the 
brain  and  nervous  systems,  but  also  induces  imporUmt  changes  in 
the  blood  and  vital  properties  of  all  the  tissues.  These  changes 
consist  in  a  diminished  exhalation  of  carbonic  acid  gas  from  the 
lungs,  diminished  artcrialization  of  the  blood,  and  diminished 
sensibility  both  organic  and  voluntary.  The  marked  diminution 
of  carbonic  acid  in  the  expired  air  while  under  the  influence  of  al- 
cohol, seemed  lo  militate  strongly  against  the  doctrine  that  the 
latter  underwent  combustion  in  the  blood  or  lungs  by  furnishing 
carbon  for  the  oxygen  inlialcd.  But  Liebig  and  his  followers  en- 
deavored to  obviate  the  objection^  by  suggesting  that  the  oxygen 
united  more  particularly  with  tho  hydrogen  of  the  alcohol,  thereby 
forming  water  and  emitting  caloric  ;  and  hence  still  claiming  it 
as  a  supporter  of  combustion  and  animal  heat.  M.  Ducheck,  who 
is  one  of  the  most  recent  experimenter.^  on  this  subject,  gives  us 
the  following  conclusions,  viz  : 

**lst.  Alcohol  in  the  organism  is  subservient  to  an  increased  com- 
bustion, the  intermediate  products  of  which  are  found  in  the  blood. 
2nd.  Intoxication  is  dependent  upon  the  existence  of  aldehyde  in 
the  blood  at  the  time.  Sd.  The  effect  of  aldehyde  upon  the  blood 
is  that  of  rapid  consumption  of  oxygen  ;  but  thereby  the  combus- 
ron  of  other  substances  is  interrupted  or  rather  diminished." 

On  these   conclusions,  the  London  Lancet  for   April  last,  has 

)  following,  comment,  viz  : 

'*  In  these  short  remarks,  the  reader  will  at  once  perceive  the 
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iDOBt  powerful  inducements  to  abstain  from  alcohol.     It  runs  awaj 
with  that  oxjgen  which  he   is  always  inspiring  for  the    oxidation 
which  is  required  in  almost  every  process  in  the  an i mil  economy. 
We  live  as  it  were   to  oxidize.     Almost  all  the  changes  in  the 
body  are  the  results  of  oxidation,  and  yet  the  spirit  drinker  con- 
tinually  checks  this   process  of  nature.*' — In   the  year  1850,  I 
devised  a  series  of  experiments  designed  to  test  more  fully  the  ef- 
fects   of  alcohol  on  the  functions  of  respiration,  circulation  and 
animal  heat.     These   experiments,    commenced  in  the  winter  of 
1850,  have  been  continued  from  time  to  time  since.     The  appara- 
tus  for  performing  the   experiments   consisted   of  a  glass  tube, 
graduated  so  as  to  indicate  the  fractions  of  a  cubic  inch ;  a  very 
delicately  graduated  thermometer  ;  a  mercury  bath,  and  a  solution 
of  caustic  potash.     With   these  arrangements,  and  an  intelligent 
assistant,  in   a  room  of  equable  temperature,  about   three  hours 
after  any  food  had  been  taken,  from  three  to  four   ounces  of  the 
best  brandy  that  could  be   procured  was  administered.     But  pre- 
vious to  administering  the  brandy  the  temperature  of  the  body 
was  carefully  noted  by  inserting  the  bulb  of  the  thermometer  un- 
der the  tongue,  with  the   mouth   closed  around  it  for  several   mi- 
nutes.    A  certain  number  of  cubic  inches  of  expired  air  was  also 
collected  in  the  graduated  tube  over  mercury,  and  transferred  from 
this  to  the  bath  of  caustic  potash,  by  which  the  amount   of  car- 
bonic acid  was  rapidly  absorbed,  and  its  quantity  indicated.    Hav- 
ing ascertained  and   noted   the  temperature  of  the  body,  the  pro- 
portion of  carbonic  acid   in  the  expired  air,  and  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse  before  the  brandy  was  taken,   these   ^ame   observations 
were  made  in  j^recisely  tiie  same  manner  every  thirty  minutes  after 
until  three  or  four   hours   had  elapsed.*     In  some  of  the  experi- 
ments brandy  was  used  as  a  representative  of  the  stronger  distilled 
liquors;  and  in  others  port  wine  was  used,  in  qantities   of  eight 
ounces  at  a  dose,  to  represent  the  fermented  liquors. 

The  results  of  all   my  observations  may  be  summed  up  as  fol- 
h>wB,  viz : 

Ist.  The  most  direct  and  obvious  effect  of  alcohol  on  the  human 


♦  For  the  foil  report  of  thege  expcriraeBto  •*«  App«nd«  to  this  pap^r. 
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sjstem  is,  to  excite  or  exhilerate  the'fanctions  of  the  brain,  and 
increase  the  rapidity  of  the  heart's  action.  This  effect  begins  to 
be  manifest  within  thirty  minutes  after  the  liquor  is  taken,  and,  if 
the  dose  is  not  repeated,  perceptibly  declines  in  from  one  and  a 
half  to  two  hours.  It  is  the  exhilerating  influence  of  the  alcohol 
on  the  brain  and  nerves  that  gives  it  its  fascinating  power  over  the 
human  appetite  and  passions,  and  has  induced  in  the  popular  mind 
the  general  idea  that  it  is  actually  tonic,  or  supporting  to  the 
functions  of  life.  The  stimulant  effect  on  the  vascular  system  is 
much  less  than  on  the  nervous ;  the  pulse  being  increased,  in  my 
experiments,  not  more  than  from  six  to  ten  beats  per  minute,  while 
its  fulness  and  force  both  remained  unaltered. 

2d.  It  directly  diminishes  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  gas 
thrown  out  from  the  lungs  in  the  expired  air.  This  diminution 
begins  to  be  apparent  in  less  than  one  hour  after  a  single  dose  of  , 
alcoholic  liquor,  and  becomes  more  and  more  so  until  the  end  of 
two  hours  ;  when  the  proportion  of  carbonic  acid  begins  again  to 
increase,  and  at  the  end  of  three  hours  comes  fully  up  to  the  natu- 
ral proportion.  The  amount  of  diminution  of  carbonic  acid  varied 
in  different  experiments,  but  was  well  marked  in  all.  In  some  in- 
stances it  was  diminished,  for  a  short  time,  more  than  fifty  per 
cent  below  the  proportion  when  the  experiment  began. 

8d.  In  all  my  experiments  the  temperature  of  the  system  began 
perceptibly  to  diminish  at  the  end  of  one  hour,  and  continued  to 
do  so  during  the  two  succeeding  hours,  the  mercury  generally 
standing  three  quarters  of  a  degree  lower  at  the  end  of  three 
hours  than  when  the  experiment  began.  And  at  no  period  of 
time,  while  the  effects  of  the  alcoholic  beverage  remained  percep- 
tible, was  there  any  increase  of  temperature  indicated  by  the 
thermometer. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  examining  the  detailed  account  of  the  ex- 
periments given  in  the  Appendix,  that  the  exhilerating  effects  of 
the  alcohol  on  the  nervous  tissues,  and  its  diminution  of  the  ex- 
'  al.aiou   of  carbonic   acid   from   the   lungs,  are  both  manifested 

liiileiubly  before   any  alteration   is   noticed  in  the   tempera- 

e. 

rho  latter,  however,  continues  to  diminish  for  some  time  after 
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the  pitoportioo  of  carbonic  acid  begins  again  to  increase;  The  ef- 
fect on  the  pulse  is  noticed  ver  j  soon  after  the  alcohol  js  taken, 
being  first  rendered  more  freqaent,  bat  onl/  for  an  hour  or  hour' 
taxd  a  half,  when  it  comes  back  to*  its  natural  standard,  and  in 
some  instances  falls  below. 

Frotti  all  the  experiments  thus  far  iustituted,  it  is  plainly  evi^ 
dent  that  a  moderate  quantity  of  alcohol  in  the  blood  directly  ex- 
cites or  ezhiJerates  the  functions  of  the  brain,  while  it  diminishes 
those  of  respiration  and  calorification. 

I  wish,  gentlemen,  to  attract  your  attention  particularly  to*  the* 
influence  of  the  agents  which  form  the  subject  of  this  lecture' 
on  the  three  great  processes  just  named.  Their  infivence  on  the 
functions  of  the  brain  and  nerve  tissue  has  long  been  known  and' 
Universally  acknowledged.  Their  effect  in  diminishing  the  pro- 
portion of  carbonic  acid  gas  exhaled  from  the  lungs,  and  thereby 
lessening  the  natural  process  of  respiration,  was  first  directly  de-' 
monsttated  by  Dr.  Front,  and  is  now  universally  acknowledged. 
Their  effect  in  diminishing  the  production  of  animal  heat,  was,  so 
fiu*  as  my  knowledge  extends,  first  elearly  demonstrated  by  my 
own  experiments,  and  shows  an  influence  directly  opposed  to  the' 
pretalent  opinion,  both  in  and  out  of  the  medical  profession,- 
Seeing  the  prominent  exhilerating  influence  of  alcoholic  drinks 
on  the  brain,  and  the  patient  or  drinker  feeling  a  sensation  of 
warmth  in  his  fiiuces  and  stomach,  and  soon  after  also  m  glow  of 
heal  in  the  face,  nothing  was  more  natural  than  the  inference  that 
they  actually  increased  the  temperature  of  the  body. 

No  distinction,  of  course,  was  made  here  between  ih%fedmgs 
or  mere  nervous  sensations  of  the  individual  and  his  actual  temr 
perature ;  and  hence  arose  the  miiversal  popular  belief  in  the 
power  of  such  drinks  to  increase  animal  heat,  and  consequently 
ajbo  in  their  value  to  man  when  exposed  to  the  mere  vicissitudes 
of  temperature.  When  a  knowledge  of  organic  chemistry  be- 
came more  diffiised,  and  alimentary  substances  became  classified 
lato  nUrogemms  and  non-nitrogenons  or  carbonaceons,  the  former 
aasigned  as  the  chief  agents  for  nourishing  the  tissues,  and  the 
latter  for  supporting  respiration  and  animal  heat,  alcohol  was  re- 
gisided  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  articles  of  the  latter  class, 

14 
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and,  of  course,   directly  calculated  to  support  both  of  the  last 
named  functions. 

It  was  thus  that  the  theoretical  inferences  of  the  learned  were 
made  to  coincide  with,  and  apparently  to  corroborate  those  derived 
from  the  sensations  of  the  drinker;  and  both  were  hence  made  to 
contribute  largely  to  the  continuance  of  those  customs  in  society 
which  are  annually  sending  several  thousand  American  citizens 
to  untimely  and  dishonored  graves.  And  yet  the  industrious  stu- 
dent will  not  fail  to  perceive  that  these  opinions,  which  have  thus 
held  a  predominating  influence  over  the  popular  mind  from  gene- 
ration to  generation,  are  purely  hypothetical,  and  without  a  single 
experimental  fact  for  their  support.  I  am  aware  that  some  will 
be  disposed  to  deny  this  assertion,  and  to  allege  that  the  experi 
ment  of  taking  alcoholic  stimulants,  when  exposed  to  extreme 
cold,  has  been  tried  times  without  number,  and  with  the  effect  to 
make  the  drinker /ee/  warmer  than  before ;  and  that  this  furnishes 
positive  proof  of  the  power  of  such  stimulants  to  increase  animal 
heat.  That  a  glass  of  brandy  will  soon  produce  a  feeling  of 
warmth  in  the  fauces  and  stomach,  and  sometimes  in  the  face,  I 
fully  admit.  But  is  this  proof  that  the  temperature  of  the  tissues 
of  the  body  is  actually  increased  ?  Does  not  the  patient,  with  spas- 
modic cholera,  almost  constantly  complain  of  the  heat,  and  plead 
for  cold  water — ice  cold  water — even  when  his  whole  body,  and 
the  very  breath  from  his  lungs,  are  cold  as  death  itself?  Are  hia 
feelings,  under  such  circumstances,  any  index  of  the  actual  tem- 
perature ?  Certainly  not.  Again,  a  patient,  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform  or  ether,  revels  in  a  world  of  dreams,  and  perhaps 
pleasing  fancies,  all  unconscious  of  the  fact  that  his  limbs  are 
being  severed  from  his  body,  or  his  flesh  extensively  lasoerated  in 
the  extirpation  of  morbid  growths ;  but  is  it  any  proof  that  the 
limb  is  not  severed  because  the  patient  did  not  feel  each  stroke 
of  the  surgeon's  knife  ? 

So,  too,  when  alcoholic  drinks  are  taken  into  the  stomach,  a 
sensation  of  warmth  is  felt  in  the  stomach  and  pharynx,  and,  as 
he  fluid  enters  the  blood,  and  through  it.  comes  in  contact  with  the 
Fain  and  nerve  tissues,  its  direct  exciting  effect  is  accompanied 
y  a  sensation  of  heat  in  the  dee,  and  a  diminished  consciousnefls 
f  the  presence  of  a  material  body. 
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'Bnt  this  feeling  of  heat  in  the  face,  pharynx,  and  stomaoh,  tm- 
der  the  influence  of  alcoholic  drinks,  is  no  more  eridence  of  aa 
actual  increase  in  the  temperature  of  the  body  than  is  the  absence 
of  pain,  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form, evidence  that  the  surgeon's  knife  has  not  severed  the  tis- 
sues. In  both  instances  the  brain  and  nervous  system  are  under 
the  influence  of  an  agent  uhich  alters  their  sensibility,  and  ren- 
ders the  individual  incapable  of  judging  correctly  concerning  the 
impression  of  external  agents  upon  him. 

Hence  the  alcoholic  drinks,  insteid  of  protecting  the  individual 
against  the  effects  of  external  cold,  only  render  him  less  con- 
scious of  the  existence  of  such  cold,  and  thereby  often  induce  him 
recklessly  to  remain  exposed  until  fatal  effects  are  produced.  So 
true  is  this  that  nineteen  twentieths  of  all  those  who  are  frozen 
to  death  in  Christendom,  are  so  while  directly  under  the  benumb- 
ing influence  of  alcoholic  drinks,  taken  under  the  delusive  idea  of 
**  keeping  them  warm.'' 

I  am  fully  assured  that  ro  fact  in  the  whole  science  of  medicine 
is  susceptible  of  a  clearer  demonstration  than  that  alcoholic  liquon, 
taken  into  the  human  system,  exert  a  direct  and  important  infla* 
ence  over  the  three  great  functions  of  innervation,  respiration,  and 
calorification. 

The  first  it  temporarily  excites,  accompanied  by  a  still  more 
temporary  excitement  of  the  circulation,  while  the  two  latter  are 
direct!/  and  positively  diminished,  accompanied  ultimately  also  by 
a  diminution  of  the  JirsL  Let  us  now  examine  a  little  more  in 
detail  the  modus  operandi  by  which  these  results  are  produced. 
Dr.  Henry  Parker,  of  this  city,  a  former  pupil  of  mine,  in  a  prixe 
essay  presented  to  the  Illinois  State  Medical  Society,  thus  same 
up  the  mode  by  which  alcoholic  drinks  produce  the  effects  I  have 
described,  viz.. 

"  lit.  By  their  great  affinity  for,  and  absorption  of  the  oxygen 
of  the  blood,  thereby  interfering  with  it^  agency  in  the  fonnation 
of  plaatic  material,  and  impairing  the  organizability  of  thoee  600' 
pou»k  designed  for  nutrition  and  reproduction. 

"  '2il.  Bj  preventing  or  retarding  that  vital  change — fhe  car^ 
version  of  venous  blood  inio  taterioL,  and  diminishing  the  fane- 
tionnl  activity  of  the  secreting  and  excreting  stmetores  gene- 
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rally,  thus  causing  a  retention   and  accumulation  in  the  blood  of 
e%te  and  excrementitious  compounds. 

''  8d.  By  retarding  capillary  circulation  and  the  metamorphosis 
.of  the  tissues." 

That  alcc'hol  possesses  an  affinity  for  oxy*;en,  and  readily  en- 
ters into  combination  with  it  under  favorable  circumstances,  is 
well  known.  M.  Bouchardet,  from  his  experixnents,  first  sup- 
posed that  the  alcohol  meeting  the  free  oxygen  received  into  the 
blood  through  the  lungs,  combined  with  it  in  such  proportion  as  re- 
sulted in  the  formation  of  acetic  acid  and  the  disappearance  of 
the  alcohol.  M.  Duscheck  more  recently  contended  that  the  lat- 
,ter,  by  its  first  union  with  the  oxygen,  resulted  in  the  formation 
6f  aldehyde,  which,  however,  maintains  but  a  temporary  existence, 
being,  by  further  combination  with  oxygen,  converted  into  acetiCi 
oxalic,  formic,  and  .cairbonie  acids.  It  was  this  supposed  union 
of  alcohol  with  the  oxygen  of  the  blood  that  led  Liebig  and  his 
followers  to  regard  such  union  as  a  combustion,  and  consequently 
the  alcohol  as  a  strong  supporter  of  animal  heat.  But,  admitting 
that  the  union  takes  place,  (of  which  we  are  not  quite  certain), 
their  conclusion  by  no  means  necessarily  follows.  No  fact  in 
science  is  better  established  than  that  the  free  oxygen  in  the  blood 
is  the  great  vivifying  or  life-sustaining  agent,  which,  by  its  pre- 
sence, maintains  the  susceptibility  and  action  of  all  the  tissues  of 
the  body,  and,  by  its  chemical  combinations,  facilitates  both  the 
nutrition  and  metamorphosis  of  the  tissues.  Neither  is  any  fact 
better  established  than  that  the  natuial  temperature  of  the  body  is 
sustained  by  these  same  processes.  Hence  if  it  were  true,  as  re- 
presented by  Liebig,  Duscheck,  &c.,  that  the  alcohol  entered  into 
direct  combination  with  the  oxygen  of  the  blood,  and  even  deve«> 
loped  sensible  caloric  by  60  doing,  such  development  would  be 
more  than  counterbali^nced  by  the  diminished  quantity  resulting 
from  these  organic  processes,  which  are  directly  impaired  by  the 
.diversion  of  oxygen  from  its  natnral  and  healthy  offices  in  the 
economy.  Whether  or  not  the  alcohol  taken  into  the  system  ac- 
tually .enters  into  combination  with  the  oxygen  of  the  blood, 
thereby  diverting  it  from  its  natural  affinities  and  uses,  it  is  certain 
^at  its  presence  in  the  blogd  causes  a  rapid  accumuladpn  of  car* 
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1x>nic  acid  in  that  fluid,  and  a  decided  dimiatttion  of  die 
change  fiom  a  vecons  to  an  arterial  hue  as  it  passes  through  the 
pulmonary  organs.  Thus,  Dr  W,  B.  Carpenter,  the  author  of  a 
large  and  standard  work  on  Human  Physiology,  says  that  M. 
Buchardet  found,  ''  when  alcohol  is  introduced  into  the  system  in 
excess,  the  blood  in  the  arteries  presents  the  aspect  of  venous 
Uood,  showing  that  it  has  been  prevented  from  undergoing  the 
proper  oxygenating  process."  The  same  dark  venous  color  of  the 
blood  in  the  arteries  was  observed  by  Percy,  and  many  otheirs, 
both  in  experiments  on  animals,  and  in  post  mortem  examina- 
tions of  persons  who  had  died  while  strongly  under  the  influence 
of  the  stronger  alcoholic  drinks.  Indeed,  plain  evidence  of  this 
want  of  proper  change  of  the  blood  from  venous  to  arterial  color 
may  be  observed  in  the  dingy  and  leaden  hue  of  the  countenance, 
the  purple  color  of  the  lips  and  nails,  and  the  slow  circulation  of 
the  blood  in  the  capillaries  of  the  surface,  of  persons  in  a  state  of 
profound  intoxication.  The  dark  color  of  the  arterial  blood,  to- 
gether with  the  diminished  elimination  of  carbonic  acid  gas  froui 
the  lungs,  while  under  the  influence  of  alcoholic  drinks,  demon- 
strates, beyond  all  cavil  or  doubt,  the  depressing  influence  of  these 
drinks  on  the  function  of  respiration,  and  the  vital  changes  which 
accompany  it. 

This  efiect  on  the  respiratory  function'  is  not  fully  explained  on 
the  supposition  of  Liebig  and  Duscheck,  that  the  alcohol  unites 
directly  with  the  oxygen  of  the  blood,  thereby  forming  new  com- 
pounds, consisting  chiefly  of  acetic  and  carbonic  acids  and  water. 
It  might  explain  the  increase  of  carbon  in  the  blood,  and  the  di- 
minished arterial  color,  but  dojs  not  furnish  a  satisfactory  reason 
why  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  thrown  off  with  the  expired  air  i 

so  rapidly  diminishes.    Its  mere  increased  accumulation  or  forma-  j 

tion  in  the  blood  should  lead   rather  to  an  increased  elimination,  I 

which  certainly  does  not  occur     It  is  well  known  that  alcohol  pos-  | 

sesses  a  strong  affinity  for  animal  membranes  and  albuminous  tis*  I 

sues  generally ;  not  merely  permeating  them  with  readiness  but 
entering  into  actual  combination  with  them  in  such  a  manner  that 
no  ordinary  washing  or  masceration  will  fully  remove  it,  and  at 
the  same  time  so  altering  their  structure  as  to  make  them  appear 
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more  dense  and  corrugated.  That  the  same  effect  is  produced  on 
living  animal  membranes  and  tissues  is  rendered  extremely  pro- 
bable bj  many  experiments.  Thus,  if  the  tail  of  a  tadpole  or 
leech  be  immersed  in  alcohol  only  a  few  seconds,  it  becomes  stiff 
as  far  as  the  immersion  extends,  and  remains  incapable  of  regain* 
ing  either  its  flexibility  or  excitability.  The  same  rigidity  is  pro- 
duced by  immersing  frogs  an  I  puppies ;  but  with  them  the  effect 
slowly  subsides  if  the  immersion  is  not  too  long  continued.  Hum- 
boldt found  the  direct  application  of  alcohol  to  the  larger  nervous 
cords  of  the  frog  to  produce,  first  a  very  temporary  excitement, 
followed  by  an  entire  loss  of  action  and  excitability. 

These  facts,  taken  in  connection  with  the  rapid  diminution  of 
exhaled  carbonic  acid,  and  the  positive  diminution  of  the  tempi^ra- 
ture,  as  proved  by  my  own  experiments,  leave  very  little  doubt 
but  that  the  alcohol  exerts  an  influence,  immediate  and  direct,  on 
the  tissues  of  the  body,  from  the  strong  affinity  it  possesses  for 
the  albumen,  which  enters  so  largely  into  their  composition. 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  affinity  is  to  arrest  or  retard  all 
the  more  minute  molecular  changes  which  are  constantly  taking 
place  in  the  healthy  state  of  the  living  tissues.  So  long  as  it 
maintains  its  existence  and  dire  t  affinity  for  the  tissues,  its  pre- 
sence excites  or  exhilerates  the  brain  and  nerves,  accompanied  by 
a  diminished  consciousness  of  outward  objects  and  impressions. 
These  are  the  primary  effects  of  alcohol  on  the  system  ;  and  while 
they  continue  they  constitute  the  period  of  intoxication  or  appa- 
rent excitement.  But  its  contact  with  the  oxygen  of  the  blood 
at  a  temperature  of  97  °  cr  98  ®  F.,  soon  induces  a  change  in 
its  composition,  and  leads  to  the  formation  of  those  compounds 
pointed  out  by  Liebig  and  Duscheck.  This  constitutes  the  second 
period  in  the  action  of  alcoliolic  drinks  on  the  system,  and  is  cha- 
racterized by  a  rapid  diminution  of  the  cerebral  exhileration,  and 
the  final  occurrence  of  mental  depression,  muscular  weakness,  loss 
of  appetite,  and  a  return  of  the  full  proportion  of  carbonic  acid 
in  the  expired  air.  Such  arc  the  effects  of  a  single  moderate 
ioso  of  alcoholic  drink.  But  when  the  amount  taken  is  very  large, 
)r  more  moderate  doses  are  repeated  at  short  intervals,  the  ob« 
(traction  to  the  elimination  of  the  carbonic   acid  from  the  lungs 
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is  more  protracted,  which  causes  it  to  accumulate  in  the  blood  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  susceptibility  of  the  nerve  structures  is  at 
length  overcome  by  the  venous  condition  of  the  whole  mass  of  the 
circulating  fluid,  the  brain  consequently  no  longor  responds  to  the 
exhilerating  influence  of  the  alcohol,  and  the  individual  becomes 
stupid,  unconscious,  and  lethargic,  with  slow  breathing,  livid  lipe, 
feeble  capillary  circulation,  and  entire  muscular  prostration. 

He  is  said  to  be  '^  dead  drunk.^^  Let  the  process  be  carried  one 
step  farther,  and  the  blood  will  be  altered  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  susceptibiltty  of  the  medulla  oblangata  will  also  fail,  and  life 
itself  will  be  extinct.  If  the  supply,  however,  is  only  sufficient  to 
induce  stupid  drunkenness,  the  patient  remains  in  a  half  comatose 
or  lethargic  condition  several  hours,  during  which  time  the  alcohol 
becomes  decomposed  to  such  an  extent  that  the  air  cells  and  pul- 
monary tissue  permit  again  the  absorption  of  oxygen  and  the 
elimination  of  carbonic  acid,  by  which  the  blood  is  rapidly  freed 
of  its  excess  of  cfiete  matter,  the  susceptibility  of  the  brain  gra^ 
dually  returns,  and  the  patient  wakes  from  his  lethargy  with  feel- 
ings of  depression,  timidity,  and  muscular  weakness,  that  last  for 
some  time  longer.  Such  are  the  physical  efiects  of  alcoholic  drinks 
on  the  human  system ;  and  they  may  be  summed  up  in  the  fol- 
lowing concise  and  simple  propositions,  viz.: 

1st.  They  are  rapidly  absorbed  from  the  stomach,  and  enter 
with  the  mass  of  the  blood  directly  into  contact  with  all  the  tis- 
sues of  the  body. 

2d.  By  their  presence  in,  and  the  affinity  of  the  alcohol  for 
the  tissues,  they  induce  a  peculiar  exhilcration  of  the  cerebral 
and  nervous  functions,  while  they  so  alter  the  membraneous  struo- 
tures,  including  the  air  cells,  that  the  exchange  of  oxygen  and 
carbonic  acid  gases  through  the  latter  is  much  diminished,  and  all 
the  organic  actions  so  retarded  as  to  induce  a  perceptible  diminu- 
tion of  the  temperature  of  the  body. 

8d.  The  alcohol  itself,  by  continued  contact  with  the  oxygen 
and  other  constituents  of  the  blood,  gradually  undergoes  decom- 
position, giving  rise  to  the  formation  of  acetic  and  carbonic  acids 
and  water ;  which,  added  to  the  previous  interference  with  the 
respiratory  process,  causes  the  blood  to  become  loaded  with  eflfete 
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matter,  more  venoas  than  natural,  and  incapable  of  maintaining 
the  susceptibility  and  tone  of  the  nervous  and  muscular  struc- 
tures. 

With  this,  perhaps  tedious,  examination  of  the  modus  operandi 
of  alcoholic  drinks,  jou  are  prepared,  gentlemen,  to  see  clearly 
how  &r  their  use  is  calculated  to  produce  those  beneficial  effects 
which  have  been  so  generally  ascribed  to  them  by  a  large  portion 
of  the  people.  You  can  see,  with  the  clearness  of  demonstration, 
that,  instead  of  furnishing  fuel  for  combustion^  and  thereby  sup- 
porting respiration,  and  increasing  animal  heat,  they  primarily  de- 
press both  these  important  functions,  and  directly  retard  the  change 
from  venous  to  arterial  blood.  Instead  of  increasing  innervation, 
and  invigorating  the  various  functions  of  the  body,  we  see  them 
merely  exerting  a  peculiar  exhilerating  influence  upon  the  brain, 
by  which  the  natural  consciousness  and  susceptibility  to  impressions 
are  impaired,  and  the  muscular  actions  rendered  feeble  and  vas- 
oilating.  In  this  perverted  susceptibility  of  the  nervous  structures 
lies  the  power  of  alcohol  to  deceive  the  popular  mind.  With  a 
glass  of  brandy  in  a  man's  blood,  he  quickly  imagines  himself  as 
rich  as  Gresus,  though  actually  clothed  in  rags,  and  as  strong  as 
Sampson,  though  really  trembling  in  every  muscle,  and  his  knees 
smiting  each  other  like  those  of  a  disheartened  Philistine.  So 
true  are  the  words  of  the  good  book,  when  it  says,  '^  Wine  is  a 
4nockerj  and  strong  drink  is  raging j  and  whosoever  is  deceived 
therein/  is  not  wiseJ^  You  can  judge,  too,  how  far  an  agent  or 
agents  which  thus  retard  one  of  the  most  important  exorotory 
functions  in  the  system,  diminish  the  change  from  venous  to  ar- 
terial Uood,  and  cause  in  the  latter  fluid  an  undue  accumulation 
of  effete  or  waste  matter,  and  an  ultimate  depression  of  all  the  or- 
ganic actions,  is  calculated  to  counteract  the  influence  of  morbific 
agents  in  the  production  of  disease. 

You  readily  perceive  that  all  its  effects,  both  direct  and  indi- 
rect, characterize  it  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  predisposing  causes 
&voring  the  development  of  disease  in  the  system,  and  rendering 
it  more  fatal  when  it  does  occur.  The  only  exceptions  to  its  dele- 
terious influences  are,  first,  when  during  the  actual  progress  of 
disease  there  is  danger  from  the  direct  failure  of  action  in  the 
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bmin  and  nervous  centres,  as  la  sometimes  the  cnae  in  the  ad- 
vanced stages  of  typhus  fevers,  when  the  direct  exhilerating  in- 
Sucnce  of  the  alcohol  may  be  made  available  for  temporarily  sus- 
taining the  nerve  sensibility;  and  second,  when  the  process  of  dis- 
integration or  waste  of  ti'*sue3  taikes  place  much  too  rapid,  with 
an  active  state  of  the  excretory  orgnns,  ns  is  sometimes  the  case  in 
the  advanced  stage  of  phthisis,  when  the  power  of  alohol  to  re- 
tard organic  changes  may  be  rendered  beneficial,  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent, in  retarding  the  process  of  waste. 

Such,  gentlemen,  are  ray  views  of  the  action  of  alcoholic  drinks 
on  the  human  system  ;  uut  some  may  l>e  disposed  to  a  ly,  in  reply 
that  those  drinks  have  been  in  comiton  u^e  for  many  generations, 
that  the  popular  ideas  in  regard  to  their  beneficial  effects  in  tl  e 
Yarious  relations  of  life  are  founded  on  direct  experience,  and  that 
Buch  experience  ia  entitled  to  more  confidence  than  all  the  de- 
ductions of  science. 

I  admit  that  these  beverages  have  been  in  common  use  for 
many  generations ;  and  so  has  tobacco,  and  m«ny  other  things, 
that  neither  prolong  human  life  nor  prevent  disease.  But  what 
is  the  result  of  all  this  long  experience  in  the  use  •  f  intoxicating 
drinks?  Has  it  all  furnished  us  with  any  clear  proof  that  th«;y 
are  capable  of  increasing  man's  power  to  endure  either  cold  or 
fatigue,  or  to  resist  more  successfully  the  causes  of  disease  and 
pcstilenoe?  I'answer  no,  not  any — not  even  a  siiadow  of  such 
proof.  During  the  last  fifteen  j'ears  I  have  carefully  and  diligent- 
ly searched  the  daik  recoid  of  alcohol's  doings,  on  the  land  and  on 
the  sea,  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the  North,  and  on  the  sultry 
pkinaof  the  South,  in  the  city  and  in  the  cointry,  on  the  farm, 
in  the  workshop,  in  the  manufactory,  and  on  ship-board ;  but  no- 
where have  I  found  the  lea-»t  proof  of  the  beneficial  effects  alleged. 
And  I  boldly  challenge  the  world  to  furnish  such  evidence.  On 
tbe  contrary,  I  have  found  abunda  tt  evidence  to  corrol)orate  the 
inferences  drawn  from  the  scientific  part  of  our  inquiry.  For  in- 
stance, if  we  follow  the  earlier  expeditions  in  se.ncli  of  a  north- 
weat  passage  amidst  the  icebergs  of  the  Northern  oocan.  we  aro 
told  by  every  witness  that  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  ac- 
toalljr  diminished  tbe  power  to  sustain  severe  and  protracted  cold, 
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If  we  examine  the  records  of  injured  and  disabled  Teasels  at  i 
where  directly  exposed  to  cold  and  sleety  it  becomes  necessary  tO' 
keep  the  pumps  manned  day  and  night,  we  shall  find  seyeral  in- 
stances in  which  direct  experience  absolutely  compelled  an  entire 
abandonment  of  all  alcoholic  beverages,  while  we  shall  not  find 
one  of  a  reverse  character.  On  the  other  hand,  the  records  of  the 
harvest  field,  the  brick-yards,  and  all  other  places  where  severe 
and  protracted  manual  labor  is  endured,  show  that  more  labor  is 
actually  performed  in  a  given  time,  and  less  sickness  endured  by 
those  who  wholly  abstain  from  all  intoxicating  drinks,  than  by  ai^ 
equal  number  of  those  who  indulge  in  their  use."*^  In  regard  to- 
their  influence  as  preventives  of  disease,  experience  fiinushes  a» 
still  more  abundant  data. 

A  few  years  since  an  examination  of  the  Report  of  the  Register 
General  of  the  British  army  in  the  East  Indies,  showed  that  there 
were  in  the  different  regiments  occupying  that  insalubrious  coun- 
try a  considerable  number  of  teetotaUer$^  and  of  their  number 
only  an  average  of  little  more  than  three  per  cent  had  been  daily 
on  the  sick  list  during  the  year,  while  of  those  in  the  same  regi- 
ments,  subjected  to  the  same  duties,  who  took  their  regular  rations 
of  alcoholic  drinks,  an  average  of  more  than  ten  per  cent  were 
daily  on  the  sick  list  Observations  in  the  West  Indies  have  shown 
a  similar  result.  What  is  thus  true  of  diseases  generally  is  still 
more  apparent  during  the  prevalence  of  severe  and  fatal  epidemios^ 
The  records  of  every  cholera  pestilence,  both  in  hospital  and  in 
private  practice,  show  that  those  individuals  and  classes  who  are 
most  addicted  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  furnish  by  fiur  the 
larger  proportion  of  victims  to  this  scourge.  This  is  not  only  trae 
in  relation  to  those  who  drink  to  excess,  but  also  in  regard  to  all 
elasses  who  drink,  however  moderately.  I  have  myself  toiled 
through  five  sessons  of  epidemic  cholera  without  being  absent  from 
my  post  of  duty  twenty-four  hours  at  a  time.  I  have  fsssedfrom 
one  sick  bed  to  another  in  the  midst  of  cholera  pestilence  fiir 
ten  or  twelve  successive  days  and  nights  without  resting  teo  hmtr9 
out  of  twenty-four ;  and  so  thoroughly  am  I  oonvinced  that  aloo* 
holic  drinks,  instead  of  preventing,  strongly  predispose  the  i 

■   •  For  IntercitiDf  fteti  on  thU  lubjcti,  »«•  Ippcndlz,  Kote  B. 
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lo  sii  atteck,  that  I  would  as  soon  attempt  to  eztingaiflh  tote  by 
pouring  oil  oo  it,  as  to  take  a  glass  a  day  of  alcoholic  drinks  while 
exposed  to  epidemic  inflaenoes.  If  there  is  any  time  when  all  the 
machinery  of  life  shoald  be  left  nntrammeled  and  free,  and  espe- 
cially when  the  blood  should  be  well  arterialized,  and  the  excre- 
toiy  organs  active,  it  is  when  we  are  surrounded  by  special  causes 
•of  disease,  and  perhaps  the  very  atmosphere  we  breathe  loaded 
with  noxious  materials..  For  the  same  reason  the  very  common 
practice  of  mixing  brandy  with  water  when  travelling  through 
4l]atricts  of  country  to  which  we  are  not  accustomed,  is  &r  more 
frequently  tho  cause  than  the  preventive  of  evil  eflfects. 

I  will  mention  but  one  other  fiict  strongly  illustrating  the  in- 
fluence of  alcoholic  drinks  on  human  health  and  longevity,  tt  is 
well  known  that  Life  Insurance  Companies  have  been  established 
jn  most  of  the  enlightened  nations  of  the  earth. 

To  afford  them  a  safe  principle  of  action,  much  care  has  been 
taken  to  ascertain  the  average  duration  of  human  life,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  certain  agents  thereon.  And  so  fully  has  it  been  shown 
that  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  materially  shortens  the  average 
•duration  of  life,  and  thereby  adds  to  the  risk  of  insurance,  that 
companies  have  been  established,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Eng- 
land, for  granting  policies  only  to  those  who  abstain  wholly  from 
these  drinks,  and  that  at  a  lower  rate  of  premium  than  is  required 
by  companies  which  make  no  distinction  in  regard  to  the  moderate 
use  of  intoxicating  drinks. 

Some  of  iheae  temperance  insurance  companies  have  now  been 
in  active  operation  several  years,  and  so  satis£M3tory  have  been  the 
results,  that  one  of  the  best  life  insurance  companies  in  New  Eng- 
land has  recently  opened  a  special  temperance  department^-  with 
rates  of  life  insurance  26  per  cent  below  the  ordinary  rates  of 
other  ^companies  doing  a  promiscuous  business,  and  the  same  de- 
gree below  their  own  rates  in  the  other  department 

I  might  thus  direct  your  attention  to  every  department  of  hu- 
man industry,  and  every  relation  of  human  life,  and  in  all  we 
should  find  the  actual  results  of  experience  with  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating drinks  in  consonance  with  tho  inferences  to  be  drawn  from 
my  views  of  their  physiological  action  on  the  system.    And  t^'^ 
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infbrenoes  nre,  lliat  they  debase  iho  intellectual  and  moral  facul- 
ties, deteriurate  the  qu.ility  of  ilie  bluud,  disonlor  loostoi'the  func- 
tions, diminish  inuu's  power  of  physical  endurance,  and  shorten 
the  duration  of  human  life;  effects  all  of  which  are  generally  in- 
duced in  proportion  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  tlie  liquor  used. 
If  these  views  are  correct,  an  iin;nense  responsibility  rests  upon 
that  profession  of  which  you,  gentlemen,  arc  soon  to  become  mem- 
bers. This  responsibility  aiiscs  from  the  fact  that  our  profession 
is  the  only  ooo  well  fitte<l,  by  iu  education,  to  understand  the  ac- 
tion of  alcohol  on  the  physical  condition  of  man,  in  health  and 
disease.  The  practising  physi  ian  also  holds  a  closer  relation, 
and  gains  a  freer  access  to  the  elements  of  society,  as  represent- 
ed in  the  family  circle  and  the  individual  mind.  No  age,  no 
sex,  and  no  class  of  people  escape  his  contact  and  influence.  He 
goes,  in  many  instances,  where  the  philosopher,  the  moralist  and 
the  divine  can  gain  no  access  ;  and  fiom  the  very  fact  that  he  is 
a  physician,  his  supposed  ncquaintance  with  all  that  relates  to 
heahh  and  the  action  of  exterior  agents  on  man,  renders  both  bia 
precepts  and  example  doubly  influential.  Sut  just  in  proportion 
as  the  members  of  our  profession  possess  exclusive  and  superior 
knowledge  concerning  the  influence  of  physical  agents  on  health 
and  happiness — in  proprtion  to  the  freedom  and  extent  of  their 
access  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  classes,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion is  their  responsibility  increased.  I  fear,  gentlemen,  that  few 
among  us  realize  the  extent  of  this  responsibility,  or  even  the 
potency  of  their  own  example.  To  illustrate  the  latter  I  will  re- 
late an  incident  which  occurred  during  the  past  summer,  when 
cholera  was  prevailing  severely  in  this  city.  It  was  about  the 
middle  of  July,  when  Mr.  A.,  of  the  village  of  0.,  in  the  interior 
of  the  State,  came  into  the  city  to  transact  some  business.  While 
Itere,  like  too  many  others,  he  stepped  into  one  of  the  most  faah? 
ionable  saloons  of  the  city,  ond  soon  a  well  dressed  gentlemaii 
passed  in,  and  up  to  tho  bar,  and  called  for  a  glass  of  brandy.  As 
he  entered,  several  citizens  exclaimed,  in  a  salutary  tone,  '*Well, 
Dr.  B,  how  is  the  cholera  to-day  7"  *^  Pretty  bad."  answered 
the  Doctor,  as  he  took  his  glass;  ''about  thirty  deaths  during  the 
leet  twenty-four  hours;'*  eod  he  hasUly  retired. 
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Our  fiieml  from  tbe  country  tarried  a  few  minates,  and  aooB 
Ciime  Dr.  C.,  who.  in  suidwer  to  inquiries,  guvo  about  thoGiaine  ia- 
furinaition  as  Dr.  D.,  took  a  ghi^  uf  braniiy  with  aonie  frienda, 
and  ai:M)  retired.  Mr.  A.,  in  liis  tniveli  about  the  city,  had  al- 
ready met  severul  funenil  ]>ri»ces8ijna,  and  as  he  stepped  out  of 
the  saloon  another  wan  passing,  wliioh,  with  t)ie  conversation  to 
w..ich  he  had  just  listened,  created  an  anxiety  to  get  out  of  the 
city  as  soon  as  possible. 

Now  Mr.  A.  was  strongly  inclined,  though  not  positively  pledg- 
ed, to  practice  total  ab^tinence  fioin  all  intoxicatii  g  drinks.  But 
seeing,  in  tlie  course  of  a  few  minutes,  several  well  dressed  citi- 
scens.  and  two  apparently  prominent  physicians,  freely  quaflf  fix>m 
the  intoxicating  cup,  mingled  with  rcmarkiy  in  regard  to  its  neces- 
sity in  such  sickly  seasons,  he  was  induced,  rather  reluctantly,  to 
call  fur  a  glass  himself  before  staiting  on  his  homeward  jour- 
ney. 

On  his  arrival.  *'  what  news  from  the  city  7''  was  of  course  the 
first  question  a^^ked  by  his  neighbors  and  friends*  '^  Not  much 
news  ''  he  replied  ;  *'  ratlier  dull  times  in  everything  but  the  sa- 
loons and  coffin  ware-ioon;s,  for  the  cholera  is  raging  there  bad- 
ly. I  saw  two  physicians  who  said  there  had  been  more  than  SO 
deaths  from  the  disease  during  the  prece<Iing  day,  and  the 
streets  were  full  of  funeral  processions.''  *'  I  wonder,' '  said  neigh- 
bor D.,  ^^  if  thei*e  is  not  some  preventive ;  something  that  one  could 
take  to  lessen  the  liability  to  an  att:ick."  ^'  I  presume  there  is,'' 
said  Mr.  A.,  ^'  for  while  in  the  city  I  heard  those  who  were  talk- 
ing about  it  say  that  a  little  pure  brant/y  was  an  excellent  thing 
to  prevent  the  relaxing  influence  of  the  warm  weather,  and  both  of 
the  physici*4ns  I  saw  took  brandy  themselves.''  This  hint  de« 
rive<l  from  Mr.  A.,  backed  as  it  was  by  the  example  of  two  city 
physicians,  was  sufficient  to  start  a  large  number  after  the  pro- 
posed remedy. 

And  it  was  an  actual  fact  that  in  less  than  a  week  the  villago 
drug  store  was  completely  exhausted  of  its  stock  of  brandy,  it 
luiving  all  been  bottled  and  la  elled  ^'  Pure  Brandy,"  and  sold  at 
ibe  highest  prices. 

Jliis  anecdote  is  not  only  literally  true  ia  itgtid  to  tb*  Tillago 
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or  town  referred  to^  bit  ftffi)rds  a  good  example  of  what  m%j  be 
observed  in  every  eection  of  ^  country  wherever  epidemics  or 
ramon  of  epidemics  excite  the  fears  of  the  people. 

And  the  great  day  of  final  judgment  can  alone  reveal  the  vast 
amount  of  drunkenness,  vice,  and  death  which  have  thus  directly 
and  indirectly  resulted  from  the  idea  that  intoxicating  drinks  were 
calculated  to  invigorate  the  system,  and  protect  it  from  attacks  of 
disease.  It  is,  indeed,  this  idea,  still  deeply  rooted  in  the  popular 
mind,  and  countenanced  by  too  many  physicians,  that  now  con^ 
stitates  the  great  barrier  in  the  way  of  totally  exterminating  both 
the  traffic  in,  and  the  use  of  these  drinks  throughout  the  several 
States  of  our  Union.  Hence  it  is  that  legislators,  though  anxious 
to  dry  up  the  streams  of  pauperism,  vice,  and  crime  that  flow  from 
the  dram*8hops  by  just  and  stringent  laws,  are  yet  constrained  to 
provide  for  special  town  agencies  to  sell  for  sacramental  and  me- 
dicinal purposes. 

Now  every  such  agency  is  a  monument  of  disgrace  to  the  me- 
dical profession  of  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

For  what  do  we  need  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  in  medi- 
cine? 

Is  it  for  the  hops  in  the  beer,  the  acids  in  the  various  wines, 
the  juniper  in  the  gin,  or  the  various  poisonous  adulterations  with 
which  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  intoxicating  liquors  of  this  coun- 
try are  mixed  ?  Certainly  it  is  not  for  any  of  these,  but  simply 
for  the  great  exhilerating  agent,  alcohol,  which  enters  as  a  com- 
mon ingredient  into  them  all.  Then  why  not,  as  a  profession,  use 
ofeoAo/  as  such,  and  at  once  sever  all  connection  with  that  whole 
group  of  intoxicating  beverages  which  have  so  long  scourged  the 
human  race?  There  is  not  a  single  medicinal  effect  to  be  obtain- 
ed either  by  the  fermented  or  distilled  spirits  that  cannot  be  ob* 
tained  with  equal  certainty  by  any  intelligent  physician,  with  al- 
cohol diluted  and  combined  with  other  substances  to  suit  the  par- 
ticular case ;  neither  is  there  a  single  useful  purpose,  either  in  the 
arts  or  eommeroe,  to  which  the  alcoholic  drinks  can  be  appliedi 
hat  cannot  be  served  equally  well  with  alcohol,  more  or  lesi 
iluted.  Hence  there  is  no  more  necessity  for  establishing 
paoial  tmon  ugeneies  to  sell  intoxicating  drinks,  than  there  is  to 
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leU  opimn  or  eaetor  oil  The  tralh  is,  that  aloohal,  m  aft  article 
of  oommerce,  shoald  be  manufactared  and  sold  in  the  BAme  manner 
and  under  the  same  regulations  as  paints,  oils,  Tarnishes,  and 
drugs  generally ;  and  neither  it  nor  any  of  its  diluted  oomponndsi 
in  the  form  of  fermented  or  distilled  spirits,  should  be  permitted  io 
be  kept,  sold,  or  used  as  drinks,  any  more  than  we  should  permit 
chloroform,  ether,  or  opium  to  be  kept  and  used  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. 

But,  gentlemen,  I  am  trespassing  upon  your  time  and  patience 
too  &r,  and  will  hasten  these  obserrations  to  a  dose.  Thus  fiur 
I  hare  ponfined  my  remarks  to  the  influence  of  alcoholic  drinks 
on  the  physical  man,  and  the  lelations  which  the  profession  hold 
to  their  common  and  destructive  use.  If  the  views  I  have  given 
you  in  relation  to  their  physical  action  on  the  functions  of  the  ani* 
xnal  economy  are  correct,  you  will  see  the  fallacy  of  that  often  re- 
peated  remark,  that  the  evils  resulting  from  intoxicating  drinks, 
arise  from  their  abuser  and  not  necessarily  from  their  use. 

You  will  see  clearly  that  the  very  nature  of  their  action  on  a 
healthy  condition  of  the  system  is  injurious,  and  therefore  that 
their  use  in  any  degree,  as  beverages,  is  an  abuse.  It  is  one  of 
the  highest  and  noblest  aims  of  the  profession  to  which  we  be- 
long, to  prevent  disease  and  suiTering,  as  well  as  to  alleviate  and 
cure  it.  Hence  we  point  with  just  pride  to  the  discovery  of  vac- 
cination by  Jenner,  and  all  other  means  by  which  we  have  been 
enabled  to  prevent  disease,  and  add  to  the  average  duration  of  hu- 
m.in  life.  But  could  we,  as  a  profession,  remove  those  popular  er- 
rors which  now  sustain  and  propagate  the  use  of  akoholio  drinks, 
and  thereby  secure  their  entire  banishment  from  Christendom,  we 
should  confer  on  the  human  race  a  boon,  in  comparison  with  which 
the  great  discovery  of  Jenner  would  sink  into  insignificance. 

One  thought  more,  gentlemen,  and  I  have  done.  Most  of  yon 
are  just  entering  upon  the  active,  influential  period  of  life,  in 
connection  with  a  profession  whose  members  are  ezpoeed,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  severe  labor  and  strong  temptations,  and  on  the  other, 
sustained  by  the  most  attractive  fields  of  science,  and  the  noblest 
natives  that  can  actuate  the  human  mind.  There  are  henee  two 
paths  opcB  before  you,  the  one  leading  dose  by  the  stagnant  peels 
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of  indolence  nnd  self-indulgence,  closely  beset  hy  the  nllurements 
of  vice  nnd  pecuniiry  gain,  hnt  <'nding  in  indrvidiial  degradation 
and  proftjs-ionjl  di.^gnice.  The  other  leads  directly  oYcr  the 
rugged  hill  of  science,  on  the  summit  of  which  ever  bloom  flowers 
of  purity  and  affection,  and  down  whose  farther  side  cour-es  the 
limpid  streams  of  knowlc5d^e.  At  every  turn  of  ihis  path  are 
seen  signs  of  industry,  per^ievcrance,  ai.d  selMenial,  while  at  its 
terminus  the  eye  rests  on  the  traveller  with  whiteneil  locks,  and 
a  serene,  happy  countenance,  holding  in  one  hand  a  crown,  richly 
decked  with  tokens  of  affection  and  gratitude,  mingled  with  testi- 
monials of  merits  acquire«l  and  benefits  conferred ;  and  in  the 
other,  a  simple  viol  of  oil,  emblematic  of  the  healing  influence 
exerted  by  his  life  on  both  the  moral  and  physical  maladies  of 
bis  race.  It  is  for  you  to  choose,  gentlemen,  which  of  these  paths 
you  will  travel. 

The  entrance  to  both  is  immediately  before  you,  and  only  a 
step  or  two  is  required  to  pl.ice  you  in  either.  A  single  bad  habit 
may  be  the  Fatal  step  which  will  lead  you  into  the  first,  while  it 
will  require  an  ag.;regition  of  many  good  ones  to  enable  you  te 
travel  successfully  the  latter.  It  is,  tlierefore,  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance  that,  in  the  commencement  of  aciive  life,  the  outward 
actions  :%huuld  be  correct,  and  also  that  tbo.<H3  actions  shml  I  spring 
directly  fiom  the  purest  and  mo.Ht  eljv.itel  tu'^ives.  It  is  not 
more  certain  that  the  simple  germ  enclosed  in  the  acorn,  when  ex- 
posed to  a  moist  and  genial  soil,  will  grow  until  its  gnarltd  trunk 
and  spreading  bnmchjs  defy  alike  the  sunshine  and  the  stormi 
than  that  a  single  unholy  motive  or  vicious  habit,  knowingly  in- 
•dulged,  will  extend  itn  poison  roots  into  every  crevice  of  the  soul, 
and  its  odious  branches  into  all  the  ouiwanl  nianifi^stalions  of 
character.  We  too  often  forget  that  the  dcw-dropa  which  glitter 
in  the  rays  of  the  mori»ing  sun,  when  aggregated,  form  the  vast 
heaving  ocean;  or  that  the  hannless  s.  aiks  of  the  electric  raa- 
4)hiuo,  when  aggregated,  make  the  luiid  lightning  that  illumines 
the  heavens  with  its  flash,  and  makes  tlu  earth  trenihU}  with  its 
shock.  But  these  are  no  more  true  than  time  the  little  acts  and 
babits  of  eaob  day,  when  aggregated,  nuike  up  the  individual  cha* 
raoler,  nay  the  whole  of  individual  life*    ilence,  in  forming  an 
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elevated  character — a  pure,  noble,  and  useful  life,  all  the  elemeiits 
and  items  of  which  it  is  composed,  in  the  form  of  daily  habits,  mo- 
tives, and  actions,  must  be  equally  pure  and  elevated.  This  is  not 
more  important  in  the  relations  of  man  to  his  fellow,  than  in  hia 
relation  to  himself.  For  of  all  the  forms  of  servitude  none  are  so 
abject,  so  degraded  and  loathsome,  as  tliat  which  brings  the-  whole 
man  in  subjection  to  the  lower  and  more  vicious  propensities  and 
passions  of  his  own  nature.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  none  so 
noble  and  truly  free  as  those  whose  characters  are  based  oa  tarn- 
pwance,  virtue,  and  tniih.  ^ 

APPENDIX. 
A. 

IFFECrs  OF  INTOXICATING  DRINKS  ON  THB  PHYSICAL  CONDITION'  OF  KAK. 

Experiment  1.  December,  1850,  9  o'clock  P.M.,  three  and  a 
half  hours  after  supper,  the  temperature  of  the  body,  as  indicated 
by  a  delicately  graduated  thermometer,  undor  the  tongue,  was 
95  ^  F.,  and  the  proportion  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  expired  air  1  in 
13.  The  pulse  was  80  per  minute,  which  was  about  the  normal 
standard  for  the  individual.  Four  ounces  of  strong  brandy  were 
DOW  taken.  At  the  end  of  45  minutes  the  pulse  was  increased  to 
90  per  minute;  the  temperature  remained  unaltered;  but  the  pro- 
portion of  carbonic  acid  gas  in  the  expired  air  was  diminished  to  1 
in  15.  At  the  end  of  one  hour  the  pulse  had  fallen  to  85  per 
minute,  the  temperature  still  unaltered,  and  tlie  j)voportion  of  car- 
bonic acid  gas  still  further  diminished.  At  the  en<l  of  two  hours 
the  pulse  had  returned  to  80  per  minute,  tlie  thermometer  indica- 
ted the  temperature  at  94°  8  F.,  while  the  proportion  of  cabonic 
acid  expired  was  perceptibly  increased.  At  the  end  of  three 
hours,  the  temperature  had  fallen  perceptibly  below  94^  5  R,  and 
the  proportion  of  carbonic  acid  gas  exhaled  had  increased  again 
to  1  part  in  12,  5. 

Experiment  2.  On  the  18th  of  October,  1852,  afcer  remaining 
quiet  two  hours  in  a  room,  the  temperature  of  which  was  kept 
steady  at  70  «  Fahrenheit,  at  8|  o'clock  P.M.,  my  temperature, 
ss  indicated  by  a  delicately  graduated  thermometer,  the  bulb  of 
whick  was  inserted  under  the  tongue,  was  98^  ^  F.,  the  pulse  76 
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per  minute,  and  respiration  17.  I  took  at  once  three  ounces  of 
brandy,  mixed  with  water.  Thirty  minutes  after  the  brandy  was 
taken,  I  felt  an  unusual  dryness  in  the  mouth  and  fauces,  a  feel- 
ing of  exhileration  in  the  head,  with  a  slight  general  feeling  of 
numbness  thiougliout  the  whole  system,  and  a  sensation  of  in- 
creased heat,  especially  in  the  stomach  and  face ;  the  thermome- 
ter, applied  in  the  same  manner  as  before,  indicated  the  tempera- 
ture at  98  "^  F.,  the  pulse  84,  and  respiration  17.  SixUj  minutes 
after  taking  the  brandy,  all  the  feelings  just  mentioned  were  much 
increased,  the  sjnse  of  exhileration  in  the  head  amounting  to  de- 
cided giddiness  or  feeling  of  intoxtcation ;  the  temperature  wa* 
97^  ®  F.,  pulse  77,  and  respiration  17.  Onehimdredand  twenty 
minutes  after  taking  the  brandy,  all  the  feelings  before  described 
had  begun  slightly  to  diminish ;  the  temperature  was  97J  F.,  th# 
pulse  75,  and  respiration  16. 

In  thirty  minutes  more  the  temperature  was  found  the  same,  the 
pulse  72,  and  respiration  16,  with  a  further  diminution  of  unnatural 
feelings.  The  exhileration  in  the  head,  had  now  become  convert- 
ed into  a  sen?ation  of  tightness  and  dull  pain.  At  each  time  of 
noting  the  temperature,  pulse  &c.,  a  given  quantity  ot  expired  air 
was  collected,  and  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  in  it  ascertained. 
During  the  first  hour  after  taking  the  brandy,  the  relative  propoi*- 
tion  of  carbonic  acid  exhaled,  underwent  a  rapid  and  marked 
diminution.  At  the  end  of  two  and  a  half  hours,  it  was  fullj 
equal  to  the  prgportion  before  the  experiment  began.  In  all  the 
examinations  of  temperature,  the  bulb  of  the  thermometer  was  in- 
serted under  the  tongue,  with  the  mouth  closed  around  it  for  ten 
minutes,  and  the  height  of  the  mercury  noted  by  a  careful  assis- 
tant before  its  removal. 

Experiment  8— Nov.  8.,  1852,  9  o'clock  P.  M.,  in  the  same 
room,  with  the  temperature,  regulated  in  the  same  manjier  as  in 
experiment  number  2.  Three 'hours  after  a- light  supper,  my 
temperature  under  the  tongue  was  97|  F ,  pulse  72,  and  respira- 
tion 18  per  minnte.  I  drank  at  once  8  ounces  of  good  old  Port 
Wine.  In  ihirly  minutes  after  drinking  the  wine,  my  tempera- 
ture was  97g  F.,  pulse  78,  respiration  19. 

Ten  o'clock  P,  M.,  one  hour  after   taking  the  wine,  feel  muck 
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czbilaratioB  of  mind  and  brain,  eyes  hot,  mouth  and  fauces  drj, 
a  sense  of  numbness  in  the  hands,  face  and  throat ;  muscular  weak- 
ness or  a  feeling  as  though'  I  shouM  stagger  without  an  effort  to 
prevent  it.     Temperature  97§°  F.,  pulse  77,  and  respiration  19. 

£Ie?en  o'clock,  two  hours  after  the  wine,  same  unnatural  feel- 
ings continue,,  with  more  approach  towards  head -ache  and  a  sense 
of  ^dulness  and  ti^ht^.css  above  the  ears.  Temperature  97 J**  F., 
pulse,  73,  and  respiration  19. 

Twelve  o'clock,  three  hours  after  the  wine,  mouth  less  dry,  but 
a  dry  bad  feeling  in  the  throat,  less  exhileration  and  more  pain, 
with  heaviness  in  the  head,  and  some  general  feeling  of  lassitude. 
Temperature  97°  F.,  pulse  68,  and  respiration  17. 

The  effect  on  the  relative  proportion  of  carbonic  ac.d  in  the  ex- 
pired air  was  the  same  in  this  as  in  the  preceding  experiment. 

In  both  experiments,  other  qualities  of  the  pulse  besides  mere 
frequency,  were  carefulty  noted,  and  the  gentleman  who  assisted 
me  thought  that  its  fulness  and  firmness  was  diminished  in  pret- 
ty close  proportion  to  its  increase  in  frequency.  The  execretory 
evacuations  were  also  noted  carefully  during  the  24  hours  follow- 
ing each  experiment,  hut  no  change  was  observable,  except  a  slight 
diminution  in  the  quantity,  with  a  deeper  red  color,  of  the  urine. 
Its  specific  gravity  and  chemical  composition  were  not  examined. 

The  foregoing  experiments  have  been  repeated,  and  varied,  but 
without  changing  the  results  ;  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail  thftxn 
alL 


It  was  my  purpose  to  collect  here  some  interesting  statistics  all 
laded  to  in  the  accompanying  address.  But  the  pressing  nature 
of  other  duties  has  prevented.  Those  readers  who  either  doub 
the  statements  in  the  address,  or  who  wish  the  statistics  more  in 
detail,  will  find  abundance  of  them  in  the  last  volume  of  the  Bri- 
tish and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  before  it  was  united  with  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  and  also  in  Dr.  Carpenter's  work  on 
the  effects  of  alcoholic  drinks  on  tho  hvman  system ;  which  last 
roaj  be  found  in  all  our  book-stores. 
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ART.  II. — Amputation. 

[This  paper  was  read  before  the  La  Salle  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, on  the  6th  of  December,  18/>4,  and  requested  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Chicago  North  Western  Medical  Journal,  by  «ai4 
Sockfty,]  Theodore  Hay,  Pres't. 

J.  0.  Harris,  Sec.  (^ 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1854,  at,2  o'clock  p.  M..  Mr.  A.  Ondertirk 
Avas  run  over  by  a  mail  train  on  the  C.  k  R.  I.  R.  R.,  crushing 
<he  lower  third  of  his  left  leg,  so  as  to  render  amputation  neces- 
sary. Owing  to  the  kindly  influence  of  gentlemen,  having  busi- 
ness connection  with  said  road,  Dr.  ,  was  called  to  attend  the 

case.  But  he  not  having  necessary  instruments  to  perform  th© 
■operation,  called  to  his  aid  one  of  the  oldest  surgeons  of  the  city 
of  Peru ;  thereby  securing  not  only  the  necessary  instruments, 
T)ut  also  the  skill  of  tho  old  surgeon.*  The  two  surgeons 
met  at  2^  o'clock,  p.m.,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  administer 
•chloroform  till  the  patient  was  profoundly  insensible  to  all  pain ; 
in  which  situation  (with  praiseworthy  humanity)  they  kept  him 
till  the  operation  was  completed,  which  was  just  three  hours. 

The  circular  operation  was  performed  as  follows :  The  patient 
was  placed  upon  an  ordinary  dining  table,  tlie  operator  being 
seated  on  a  chair  at  his  left  side,  with  all  the  instruments  of  th© 
two  displayed  on  a  table  in  his  rear  at  his  left.  The  next  step^as 
to  encircle  the  limb  with  a  thread,  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  oper" 
ator  in  his  first  incision,  which  divided  the  skin  cellular  tissue, 
and  about  one  half  of  the  gastronemius  muscle.  Next  the  skin  and 
cellular  ti^ue  were  dissected  back  about  two  inches  with  a  con- 
cave edged  circular  knife. 

The  second  incission  was  made  to  correspond  with  the  first,  and 
the  bone  sawed  off  at  the  same  point ;  that  is  to  say,  the  limb,  was 
cut  oflf  as  a  butcher  would  cut  a  steak  from  the  round  of  the  thigh 
of  an  o\  ;  the  skin,  muscles,  and  bone  all  on  the  same  plane.  The 
arteries  were  secured  in  the  usual  mannei;,  and  an  attempt  made 
\o  cover  the  stump  wth  the  integuments  ;  but  as  some  might  have 
jiticipated,  they  were  found  too  short.  Nothing  daunted,  how- 
lyer,  the  operator  re-applied  the  saw,   which  left  the  stump  of  4ibia 
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^inns  another  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and  the  fibula  (of  coarse) 
•one  and  half  inches  longer  than  it  (the  tibia.)  Now  the  hair 
*ifas  shaved  from  the  amputated  limb,  and  another  attempt  made 
'to  cover  it  with  the  integuments.  But,  lo  !  notwithstanding  much 
force  was  used,  by  means  of  four  nterrupted  sutures,  still  the 
stubborn  integuments  refused  to  cover  the  stump,  but  left  a  portion 
of  the  gastronemius  muscle  protruding  about  the  size  of  a  hen's 
egg.  But  science  is  full  of  expedients,  and  this  refractory  por- 
tion of  muscle  soon  fell  a  victim  to  the  surgeon's  knife  ;  and  all 
appearances  indicated  that  science  had  completely  triumphed  over 
nature ;  when  a  vicious  little  artery  spurted  into  the  face  and  eyes 
of  the  surgeon,  a  sure  indication  that  his  work  was  not  yet  done. 
This  little  rebel  was,  however,  soon  subdued,  and  nothing  now  (five 
months  aft^r  the  accident)  remains  to  mar  the  beauty  and  benefit 
of  this  important  operation,  except  a  small  portion  of  the  stump 
of  this  amputated  limb  (say  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  circum- 
ference) remains  unhealed,  with  the  end  of  the  fibula  protruding 
from  its  centre.  John  Higgins,  M.D. 

Peru,  Dec.  6th  1854. 


ART.  III. — Disease  of  the  Heart.     By  R.  S.  L.,  Dubuque. 

L.  W.  C,  aged  23,  a  Dep.  U.  S.  Surveyor,  on  the  29th  of  Nov. 
last  made  application  to  me  for  medical  advice.  I  found  on  ex- 
amination, a  jaundiced  condition  of  the  system,  with  enlarged 
glands.  The  abilomen  considerably  distended  from  enlarged  liver 
and  spleen;  The  glands  of  the  neck,  axilla,  and  groin,  very  much 
enlarged ;  slightly  tender  to  the  touch.  No  feverish  action,  good 
appetite,  bowels  costive.  Ordered  Blue  Mass  and  Tincture  Cherry 
Baric. 

Saw  him  again,  Dec.  8th.  Yellow  appearance  of  skin  disap- 
pearing. Ordered  hyd.  potas.  and  syr  sarsap.;  ung.  iod.  to  enlarged 
glands.  Saw  him  almost  daily  to  25th  December,  during  which 
time  the  enlarged  glands  were  rapidly  disapppearing. 

On  the  27th  was  called  to  see  him  ;  found  great  difiiculty 
in  breathing ;  could  not  sleep  except  in  a  sitting  posture ; 
^pulsc  120,  some  cough,  expectorating  a  bloody  muco"-  J-"--^^ 
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The  following  **  General  Order"  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of 
our  readers  :  ' 

*'Navy  Department,  Feb.  1,  1854. 

*'l.  Hereafter  a  Board  (»f  Surgeons  in  the  Navy  shall  assemble 
annually  at  such  place  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Department, 
about  the  close  of  the  lecture  sessions  of  the  Colleges,  for  the  ex- 
amination and  selection  of  candidates  for  admission  into  the  Me- 
dical Corps  of  the  Navy,  and  the  examination  of  the  Assistant 
Surgeons  who  may  be  candidates  for  promotion. 

*•  2.  The  Board  will  select  from  the  qualified  candidates  for  ad- 
mission, such  a  number  of  the  bv^'st  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  service  for  the  following  year. 

•*  8.  As  vacancies  occur  in  the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Navy,  ap- 
pointments will  be  made  from  the  qualified  candidates  in  the  or- 
der of  succession  in  which  they  may  be  named  by  the  Board;  but 
no  appointment  will  be  given  to  any  such  candidate  who  is  over 
26  years  of  age. 

*'4.  No  qualified  candidates  will  be  held  over  for  appointment 
after  one  year;  but  all  such  must  be  re-examined,  and  take  posi- 
tion in  the  class  in  which  they  are  last  examined.  . 

'*5.  Every  candidate  for  admission  will  be  examined,  strictly 
and  carefully,  as  to  his  physical  capacity  for  the  service ;  and  the 
Board  will  make  a  separate  report  in  each  case,  which  will  be  for- 
warded direct  to  the  Department,  to  be  placed  on  file  with  the 
testimonials  of  the  candidate.  This  examination  will  precede  that 
as  to  professional  qualifications,  and  no  candidate  who  is  not  phy- 
sically qualified  will  be  examined  professionally. 

''6.  In  order  that  the  relative  position  ef  Assistant  Surgeons 
of  the  same  date,  who  shall  be  examined  for  promotion  at  different 
times,  may  be  more  readily  determined,  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  will  be  selected,  if  practicable,  from  those  who 
served  on  the  next  preceding  Board. 

''7.  Assistant  Surgeons,  who  are  candidates  for  promotion,  shall 

E resent  to  the  Board  testimonials  of  correct  deportment  and  ba- 
its of  industry  from  the  Surgeons  with  whom  they  have  been  as- 
sociated on  duty  ;  also,  a  Journal  of  Practice,  or  Case  Book,  in. 
their  own  hand-writing  They  are  expected  to  be  familiar  with, 
all  the  details  of  duty  specified  in  the  '*  Instructions  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  Medical  Officers.'' 

Of  2128  persons  examined  in  Philadelphia,  240,  or  more* 
than  10  per  cent,  were  rejected.  Of  these  cases,  sixteen  were  re- 
jected for  varicose  veins  of  the  legs,  eleven  for  varicocele,  twenty- 
wven  for  ci^cocelo   on  the  left   side^  eighteen  for  myopia,  nine^ 
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fbr  ophthalmia,  six  for  blindoMa  of  the  left  eje,  sixteen  for  im- 
perfect forma,  fourteen  fbr  various  cutaneous  eruptions,  nine  for 
diseased  heart,  ten  for  debility  from  old  age,  one  for  rupture  in 
the  right  groin,  and  nine  for  rupture  in  the  left  groin. 

The  experience  of  Dr.  H.  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis  and  gon- 
orrhoea is  given  in  the  following  extract : 

In  the  treatment  of  venereal  ulcers,  my  uniform  practrce  was 
to  apply  the  lunar  caustic  once  or  more,  then  to  heiil  them  ap 
'with  the  black  wash,  or  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper  or  zinc, 
and  if  this  failed  or  was  not  eifectual  enough,  a  little  mercurial 
ointment  was  rubbed  near  the  ulcers.  Sometimes  the  blue  pill 
was  taken  ;  in  a  few  cases,  when  the  ulcers  sloughed,  a  solution  of 
5i.  or  5ii-  of  nitric  acid  in  Jviii.  of  water  was  applied  with  cer- 
tain success.  In  phagedenic  cases,  this  acid  was  occasionally 
used  in  its  pure  state,  but  as  it  ist  very  severe  undiluted,  it  should 
never  be  used  if  avoidable.  The  solution  is  preferable  generally, 
and  recently  I  have  employed  it  oftener  than  the  lunar  caustic,  as 
it  does  not  stain  the  clothes  or  dressing,  is  milder,  more  convenient- 
ly used,  and  equal,  if  not  superior,  in  healing  power.  After  put- 
ting this  solution  over  the  chancre,  it  is  brushed  over  with  col- 
lodion, which  soon  dries,  and  proves  a  very  fine  dressing  ;  but  as 
it  is  apt  to  fall  off  from  any  accumulation  of  pus  beneath,  a  dress- 
ing of  oiled  tissue-paper  or  adhesive  plaster  is  then  substituted. 

If  buboes  followed  the  ulcers,  they  were  if  possible  driven  back 
by  leeches  or  blisters,  but  these  frequently  failed,  and  the  latter 
were  objectionable  from  their  inducing  permanent  induration  of 
the  skin  as  well  as  thickening  of  it     My  practice,  therefore,  was 

Sinerally  to  cause  suppuration  by  applying  linseed  poultices. — 
ut  at  Naples  tLe  virus  of  syphilis  was  so  Rctive  and  violent,  that 
it  quickly  impregnated  the  svstem,  acted  like  the  poison  of  a  vi* 
per  on  the  parts,  producing  chancres  and  buboes  in  rapid  succes- 
sion, and  I  found  that  the  best  practice  was  to  induce  their  absorp- 
tion or  suppuration  by  frictions  with  mercurial  ointment  in  the 
course  of  the  absorbents  leading  towards  them.  When  constitu- 
tional symptoms  followed  they  were  combated  with  the  syrup  and 
decoction  of  sarsaparilla,  and  sometimes  with  blue  mass  in  altera- 
tive doses.  Other  mercurial  preparations  were  not  employed  at 
all,  and  salivation  was  never  induced,  yet  very  few  instances  of 
secondary  syphilis  happened,  and  no  case  was  uncured,  nor  were 
any  bones  made  carious,  as  under  the  old  mercurial  mode  of  treat- 
ing syphilitic  diseases,  when  patients  were  made  to  spit  by  the 
quart,  according  to  John  Hunter's  practice.  One  of  the  itiost  re- 
markable cases  of  secondary  syphilis  was  that  of  an  officer  who 

17 


180  BOOK   NOTIOBS. 

contractetl  two  chancres  at  Malta.  They  were  healed  with  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  black  wash  and  lead  water,  without  any  appar- 
ent constitutional  taint ;  no  buboes  formed,  and  yet  six  weeks  af- 
ter he  was  first  treated  for  chancres,  and  some  days  after  he  re- 
turned to  duty;  a  yenereal  ulcer  formed  in  both  tonsils.  Hia 
diathesis  was  highly  nervous  and  sanguine,  the  ulcen  were  irrita- 
able  and  inflamed,  spread  extensively,  were  very  hard  to  cure 
and  resisted  the  healing  virtues  of  several  gargles,  as  of  borax  . 
sage  tea  and  honey,  alone,  or  united  with  the  tincture  of  myrrh. 
When  these  gargles  had  failed,  a  solution  of  five  grains  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  to  an  ounce  of  water  was  substituted,  and  applied 
once  or  oftener  every  day  with  a  mop.  This  medicine  had  the 
desired  effect,  and  was  gradually  increased  to  ten  grains,  the  pa^ 
tient  was  put  on  low  diet,  took  five  grains  of  blue  mass  every 
night,  and  a  decoction  of  radix  sarsaparillas  §iv.,  senna  Si)  ox- 
tract  of  liquorice  the  same,  extract  of  sarsaparilla  5u^  loaf  sugar 
Sviii.,  in  a  gallon  and  a  half  of  water,  which  was  boiled  down  a 
third.  The  next  day  after  taking  the  blue  pill  he  took  a  dose 
of  powdered  rhubarb.  Afterwards  some  sassafras  and  mezereon 
were  added  to  the  decoction,  but  proved  irritating  to.the  throat, 
and  were  omitted.  By  the  above  treatment  the  ulcers  were  heal- 
ed in  about  a  month,  but  the  fauces  continued  inflamed,  and  a 
Boaly  eruption  appeared  on  the  scalp,  spread  downwards  over  the 
back,  and  formed  copper  colored  blotches  over  all  the  body  and 
limbs.  Not  even  the  pcenis  was  exempted,  and  it  became  covered 
at  the  lower  part  with  continuous  scabs  This  eruption  was  as 
obstinate  as  the  ulcers  in  the  throat,  which  re-appeared  in  a  short 
time,  again  healed  up,  and  broke  out  again  four  m  ^nths  after  they 
first  appeared.  The  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  was  perseveringly 
applied  to  them,  and  at  last  effected  a  cure,  with  the  help  of  con- 
stitutional remedies.  In  addition  to  those  named,  hot  bathiag  in 
fresh  and  sea  water  was  used  every  day,  seidlitz  powders  were 
substituted  for  rhubarb  after  the  blue  pill,  and  the  skin  kent  per- 
spirable by  dissolving  four  grains  of  tartar  emetic  in  a  gallon  of 
the  diet  drink.  His  condition  was  soon  improved  by  this  change 
of  treatment,  his  throat  and  skin  assumed  their  natural  state,  and 
he  was  restored  permanently  to  duty  early  in  August.  His  reco- 
very was  a  subject  of  joy  to  himself,  medical  attendants  and  col- 
leagues, who  had  been  performing  his  duties  so  long,  and  would 
have  probably  been  obliged  to  do  so  indefinitely,  had  he  been 
treated  according  to  the  old  routine,  and  thorougly  mercurialized. 
For  his  irritable,  sanguine  temperament,  and  partly  scrofuloua 
habit,  would  certainly  have  been  aggravated  by  such  practice,  and 
incurable  ulcerations  and  caries  been  the  probable  consequences. 
His  case  illustrates,   too,   the  very  great  importance  of  healing 
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chancres  imoMdiately.  His  were  not  healed,  I  understand^  from 
his  living  on  shore  when  thej  broke  out,  and  their  having  been 
allowed  to  attain  a  large  size  before  the  medicines  mentioned  were 
applied. 

The  stjle  of  the  author  is  open  to  criticism ;  but  the  matter, 
much  of  it  at  least,  must  be  of  interest  to  the  young  practitioner, 
and  especially  to  the  naval  surgeon.  J. 


TVansactions  of  the  American  Medical  Associeition.    Vol.  VII. 

In  our  last  number  we  noticed  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Medical  Education.  The  next  paper  is  the  report  of  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Epidemics  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  We  have 
only  time  to  examine  that  part  of  the  rc^port  devoted  to  typhoid 
fever.  In  reference  to  the  cause  of  the  disease,  Dr.  Grant  of 
Memphis  says :  ''Every  year's  observations  but  tend  to  confirm 
the  conviction  that  the  derangements  of  the  innervation  so  pal- 
pably prominent  among  the  symptoms  characterizing  the  disease 
are  produced  by  an  unknown  poison  acting  on  the  nervous  sys^ 
tern,  through  the  agency  of  the  blood ;  and  that  this  poison  is  not 
the  same  that  originates  the  intermittent  and  remittent  forms  of 
fever,  as  is  proven  by  differences  in  symptoms  and  duration,  and 
especially  b}'  the  failure  of  an  universally  acknowledged  remedy 
for  the  one  to  prove  a  curative  agent  for  the  other. ^^ 

Dr.  McNelly,  of  Fayetteville.  Tenn.,  says  :  "  No  one  in  this 
country  saw  typhoid  fever,  and  reuittent  or  intermittent  fever  in 
the  same  family  at  the  same  time.  I  have  never  seen  a  typhoid 
fever  change  into  a  bilious  fever,  or  vice  versa.  I  have  conversed 
with  other  physicians  of  this  county,  who  say  the  same  thing." 

Dr.  Watson,  of  Hart  Co.,  Ky.,  says  all  his  cases  occurred  ia 
ill-constructed  and  badly  ventilated  houses.  Dr.  Barbour,  of  Fal- 
mouth, Ky.,  says  that  * 'chills  are  much  less  apt  to  follow  typhoid 
fever  than  bilious  fever,  thereby  leaving  the  legitimate  inference 
that  chills  do  sometimes  follow  typhoid  fever. 

It  would  seem  strange  that  there  should  be  so  much  conflicting 
opinions  about  a  disease  that  has  been  observed  so  long  and  so 
carefully  as  has  typhoid  fever.     The  truth,  we  think,  is  this :  the 
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specific  disease  is  modified  in  symptoms  and  pathology  by  tbe 
prevailing  endemic  and  epidemic  influences.  In  this  city  wo  havp 
seen  typhoid  fever  followed  by  chills,  which  were  readily  con- 
trolled by  quinine.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  seen  cases  with 
distinct  exacerbations  of  fever,  in  which  quinine  was  of  no  uso 
whatever.  We  could  not,  however,  buse  a  diagnosis  on  this 
fact. 

In  reference  to  the  value  of  quinine  in  typhoid  fever  a  great 
discrepancy  of  opinion  exists- 

**  While  Evans,  Chambers,  and  Sutton,  of  JKy.,  and  Lenoir,  o^ 
Tenn.,  recommended  its  use  in  the  Report  made  in  1852,  and 
Dille  and  Swaine,  of  Ky.,  recommend  it  in  that  of  1858,  Haw- 
kins docs  not  mention  it,  and  Grant  unequivocally  condemns  it. 
Drs.  Bradford  and  Hart  do  not  mention  it.  It  is  true  that  Hart 
speaks  of  tonics  being  serviceable  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  4^9- 
ease ;  and,  by  implication,  may  be  understood  as  in  some  degree 
favorable  to  the  use  of  quinia  in  such  states. 

^*But  Drs.  McNelley  and  Orant,  of  Tenn.,  and  Walton,  of 
Ky  ,  have  nothing  to  say  in  its  favor.  Such,  perhaps,  is  a  fair 
representation  of  the  discordant  views  of  the  profession  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country  as  to  the  use  of  quinine.  In  a  ncighhoring 
tillage  in  Scott  County,  of  two  gentlemen,  partners  in  practice, 
one  iooks  upon  quinine  as  little  better  than  poison  in  typhoid  fe- 
ver, while  the  other  esteems  it  os  emphatically  Me  remedy.  Where 
there  is  such  disci  epancy  of  opinion  among  so  many  gentlemen  of 
observation  and  experience,  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  mucl^ 
diQculty  in  determining  the  cases  in  which  quinia  is  beneficial. 
For  it  must  be  allowea  that  it  is  sometimes  serviceable,  or  else 
there  is  great  error  in  diagnosis.  In  consideration  of  the  inherent 
difficvlty  in  arriving  at  a  correct  conclusion,  we  may  he  allowed 
to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  reasons  for  its  use,  and  the  objectiona 
to  it.  Those  who  use  it  do  so  on  different  considerations ;  maiply 
as  an  anti-periodic,  and  as  a  remedy  for  irritability,  or,  as  it  is 
frequently  called,  nervousness.  That  the  cold  stage,  or  stage  of 
depresaion,  is  as  well  marked  in  typhoid  fever  as  in  intermittenjt 
or  remittent  fever,  is  by  no  means  pretended ;  nay,  that  it  is 
usually  more  or  less  apt  to  escape  observation  is  fully  admitted. 
Sut  that  such  cases  do  occur  is  certainly  true.  Take,  for  example, 
the  following  note,  at  p.  104  of  a  Treatise  on  Typhoid  Fever, 
by  W.  1».  Sutton,  M.D.,  of  Georgetown,  Ky  :  *Iam  inclined  to 
;hink  that  there  is  frequently  a  periodical  depression  in  this  dis- 
laje,  which  escapes  observation. — Ex.  g.  While  sponging  a  pa- 
tient irho  compUined  pf  warmth,  and  whose  fi^ejiiead  felt  warni 
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to  my  hand,  I  observed  a  very  perceptible  lividity  of  ih%  lips  and 
of  the  alcB  nasi ;  this  lividity,  indeed,  was  perceptible  in  the 
countenajice,  but  would  perhaps  have  escaped  observation  had  it 
not  been  for  the  nose  and  lips.  The  toes  were  very  slightly  cool. 
This  was  all  the  evidence  of  depression.  Acting  upon  this  hint,  I 
gave  ten  grains  of  quinine  a  few  hours  afterwards,  and  repeated 
it  twice  a  day  for  several  days,  with  apparently  the  most  unequi- 
vocally good  effects.' 

**  These  eifects  were  a  free,  warm  perspiration,  which  lasted 
about  thirty-six  hours,  an  increase  of  volume  in  the  pulse,  and, 
apparently,  the  commencement  of  convalescence. 

**  The  next  question  is,  was  this  a  case  of  typhoid  fever,  or  was 
it  an  obscure  case  of  bilious  fever  ?  In  answer,  I  have  to  say,  that 
the  patient  was  my  own  son,  his  case  both  tedious  and  bad,  in 
my  own  house,  and  of  course  I  was  with  him  myself  almost  un- 
interruptedly. I  was  aided  by  my  professional  friends,  who,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  saying,  are  worthy  to  rank  with  any  in  the 
land ;  and  none  of  us  doubted  its  being  a  genuine  case  of  typhoid 
fever.  To  the  usual  symptoms  of  the  disease  was  added  the  rose 
spots,  which  have  rarely  been  observed  9^,  and  free  hcemorrhage 
from  the  bowels." 

Dr.  Sutton  relates  several  other  cases  in  which  quinine  was 
beneficial.  Dr.  Grant  uses  it  to  equalize  the  circulation,  and  re- 
jnove  nervous  irritation,  and  says  that  if  he  has  ever  seen  any 
remedy  produce  an  unequivocally  good  effect  in  this  fever,  it  is 
quinine.  He  has  also  seen  it  do  harm.  Dr.  Weltm  objects  to 
quinine  that  it  increases  the  frequency  of  the  pulse — sometimes 
as  much  as  twenty  or  thirty  beats  to  the  minute  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours. 

The  next  paper  is  on  Erysipelas,  by  R.  S.  Holmes,  M.D.,  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

In  reference  to  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  Dr.  H.  remarks  : 

*'  We  are  convinced  that  the  proper  treatment  in  all  cases,  high 
and  low,  is  that  directed  to  the  augmentation  offeree  in  the  *  ^dyn- 
amic," in  the  nerve  centers  ;  and  we  are  not  surprised  that  the 
popular  curative  agent  is  now  iron, — in  fact,  we  are  pleased  that 
it  is  so.  It  is  impossible  that  any  agent  can  go  beyond  quinine, 
in  our  experience.  We  assprt,  after  a  considerable  experience  in 
hoih  diseases,  that  quinine  does  not  cure  intermittent  fever  with 
greater  certainty  than  it  cures  erysipelas.  There  ^s  but  one  pro- 
viso, and  that  is,  that  it  is  given  in  a  sufficiently  large  dose.  The 
,4faort-sighted  timidity  "  vsicians  is  a  bar  to  their  auecess. 
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We  do  not  give  opium  as  a  gentle  anodjrne,  in  the  same  doses  that 
we  give  it  in  a  mania-a-potu ;  and  we  may  be  satisfied  that  erysip- 
elas is  a  disease  essentially  of  a  high  action  and  stimulus,  requir- 
ing a  proportional  amount  of  any  curative  agent.  If  we  have 
not  experience  enough,  or  confidence  enough  in  ourselves,  to  give 
quinine  in  greater  doses  at  one  time  than  six  to  ten  grains,  then 
we  had  better  not  try  it;  it  is  doing  injustice  to  a  faithful  agent, 
to  treat  erysipelas  with  quinine  if  you  tremble  at  a  twenty-grain 
dose  of  it,  or  if  you  are  in  the  habit  of  treating  intermittent  fever 
by  '*a  grain  and  a  half  every  two  hours."  Doses  like  these  in 
erysipelas  will  only  increase  the  disease  ;  they  will  heighten  the 
stimulus,  when  that  is  the  thing  you  wish  to  lessen,  and  at  the 
same  time  will  give  no  additional  power  to  nerve  force.  The  hor- 
ror with  which  some  physicians  look  on  the  administration  of  lar^e 
doses  of  quinine  would  bo  merely  absurd,  were  it  not  that  this  is 
negatively  the  cause  of  many  deaths,  or  of  long  and  annoying  suf- 
fering. Erysipelas  is  never  successfully  treated  by  quinine  unless 
the  dose  at  one  time,  and  repeated  according  to  the  occasion,  is 
from  ten  to  thirty  grains.  If  the  physician  does  not  know  enough 
about  the  drug  to  have  .the  proper  confidence  in  giving  this,  then 
he  had  better  resort  to  tartar  emetic,  cathartics,  iron,  etc.  These 
will  be  more  in  accordance  with  his  own  mental  constitution,  and 
not  at  variance,  probably,  with  that  of  the  patient." 

Physicians  at  the  North  and  East  will  be  surprised  at  this 
wholesale  administration  of  the  remedy,  while  those  at  the  South 
ii.nd  West  will,  in  most  instances,  assent  to  it  as  judicious.  We 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  quinine  in  erysipelas,  and  have 
seen  it  used  by  others,  both  in  hospital  and  private  practice,  bat 
never  in  doses  as  large  as  twenty  grains.  Wo  do  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary, especially  if  opium  in  full  doses  be  combined  with  it  The 
Dr.  regards  quinine  as  an  antidote  to  the  erysipelatous  poison  He 
says :  "  We  have  seen  the  disease  really  snuffed  out  by  the  appli- 
cation of  a  large  dose  of  this  remedy.'' 

It  seems  to  us  that,  grantin;^  the  truth  of  Dr.  H.'s  pathology, 
namely,  that  the  disease  is  produced  by  retained  excretions,  trans- 
formed into  poisons  in  the  system,  we  have  two  methods  of  treat- 
ing the  disease,  the  choice  of  which  should  be  regulated  by  our 
estimate  of  the  activity  of  the  poison  and  the  powers  of  our  patient 
to  resist  its  action.  If  the  strength  be  sound,  and  the  vital  forces 
active,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  stimulate  the  excretions.    If,  on  the 
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eontrarj,  the  ritality  of  the  syBteiD  is  low,  we  may  i^se,  either 
alone  or  conjointly  with  the  preceding  daas  of  remedies,  stimu- 
lants and  tonics.  The  first,  according  to  our  observation,  are  more 
generally  applicable  in  the  earlier,  while  the  second  are  more  fre- 
quently demanded  in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease.  Dr.  H.  re- 
commends tartarized  antimony  as  the  most  powerful  eliminating 
agent  in  the  Materia  Medica.  For  our  own  part,  we  should  not 
dare  to  use  it  in  erysipelas.  J. 


EDITnUlAL. 


Prof,  BrainarcTs  Prize  Essay, 

Under  the  head  of  critical  analysis,  the  Now  York'  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Collateral  Sciences,  for  January  1855,  contains  a 
notice  of  the  last  volume  of  transactions  of  the  American  Medical 
AssociatioL,  several  pages  of  which  are  devotod  to  Prof.  Brain- 
ard's  Prize  Essay  on  the  treatment  of  ununited  fractures  &c. 
With  the  comments  of  the  writer,  on  the  n\erits  of  the  Essay  we 
have  nothing  to  do ;  but  he  introduces  the  subject  with  the  fol^ 
lowing  unjust,  and  in  some  respects  erroneous  remarka,  viz: 

''  This  pamphlet,  of  which  our  Prize  Essay  is  but  a  translation 
was  originally  presented  to  the  Society  of  Surgery,  of  Paris,  by 
the  author,  and  on  the  strength  of  which,  we  believe,  he  was  elect- 
ed a  corresponding  member  of  the  society.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  year  1854,  it  was  published  in  Paris,  under  the  imprint  of  J. 
B.  Bailiere,  in  its  present  form,  aud^  as  it  would  appear,  previous- 
ly to  its  being  submitted  to  the  American  Medical  Association 

The  precedent  established  by  this  procedure,  if  followed  out 
in  future,  resolves  the  prize  committee  of  the  Associations,  into  a 
committee  of  judges  on  recent  publications — thus  preventing  the 
important  object  contemplated  in  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee. This  double  triumph  of  his  Essay  must  be  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  the  author,  as  evincing  a  wide  appreciation^ 
of  his  talents  and  investigations.  Tet  we  can  but  feel 
that,  in  submitting  it  under  the  injunction  of  secresy 
after  its  foreign  circulation,  to  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion for  its  annual  prize,  he  has  not  had  sufficient  regard  for  its 
national  character  and  reputation.  Representing  in  its  Annual 
Transactions  the  progress  of  American  Medicine,  it  but 
illy  subserves  this  high  purpose,  when  its  prizes  are  awarded 
0  essays  already  deferentially   submitted  to    the  criticisms   of 

reign  societies,  and  which  take  the  honor,  if  honor  therer  be,  in 

it  publishing  them  to  the  world." 
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Thei  plain  inferences  to  he  drawn  from  the  foregoing  paragraph 
are,  that  the  same  Essay  which  was  presented  by  Prof  Brainanl 
to  the  Prize  Committee  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  was 
first  submitted  by  him  to  the  Society  of  Surgery  of  Paris ;  that 
such  essay  served  as  the  basis  of  his  election  as  corresponding 
member  of  said  society ;  that  said  society  had  the  honor,  ''  if  hon- 
or there  was,"  of  first  publishing  the  Essay  to  the  world;  and 
that  its  subsequent  presentation  to  the  Prize  Committee  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  was  made  without  '^  sufficient  re- 
gard for  its  national  character  and  reputation  " — in  other  words, 
it  was  an  imposition  on  the  Association.  Now  it  so  happens 
that  not    one    of  these    inferences  or  allegations    are  correct. 

The  paper  published  by  Prof.  Brainard  in  Paris  under  the  title  of 
"Memoire  sur  le  Traitement  des  Fractures  non  Bennies  et  des 
Difibrmites  des  Os."  was  not  the  same  identical  paper  submitted 
to  the  American  Medical  Association.  The  one  is  not  simply  a 
literal  translation  of  the  other.  Neither  did  that  paper  furnish 
tlie  basis  of  his  election  as  corresponding  member ;  nor  was  it  ever 
published  by  that  society.  The  simple  facts  in  relation  to  the 
whole  matter  are  as  follows :  Prof.  Brainard  had  been  for  some 
time  pursuing  certain  experimental  investigations,  including  the 
effects  of  injecting  certain  substances  into  the  blood,  tissues  and 
cavities  of  the  body ;  the  efficacy  of  different  substances  in  neu- 
tralizing the  poison  of  serpents  ;  and  the  effects  of  wounds  and  the 
presence  of  foreign  bodies,  on  the  growth  of  bone  and  the  forma- 
tion of  callous.  To  pursue  further  these  and  other  investigations, 
he  visited  Europe  in  the  Autumn  of  1853,  and  spent  most  of  the 
following  winter  in  Paris.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  presented  to 
the  Society  of  Surgery,  a  paper  on  Injections  of  Iodine  into  the 
cavities  and  tissues  of  the  body  for  the  cure  of  spina  bifida,  Hy- 
drocephalus, oedema  and  erysipelas,  and  at  the  same  time  became  a 
candidate  for  election  as  corresponding  member. 

In  the  mean  time  he  continued  his  researches  in  relation  to  dis- 
eased and  deformed  bones,  and  published  them  under  the 
title  above  given,  causing  to  be  printed  only  a  very  limited  num* 
ber  of  copies  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  to  personal  friends. 
Having  by  this  very  limited  publication   placed  his  views  on  rec- 
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ord  at  a  proper  date,  Prof.  B.  reproduced  them  in  a  more  carefal- 
ly  elaborated  form,  in  our  own  language  and  presented  them  to 
the  prize  committee  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  Such 
are  the  facts  in  the  case.  But  even  if  the  Essay  presented  to  the 
association  had  been  an  exact  copy  of  the  paper  published  a  few 
months  before  in  Paris,  it  would  have  been  neither  improper  nor 
without  precedent 

Thus  the  Essay  of  Ir.  H.  Gray,  "  on  tha  structure  and  use  of 
the  spleen,"  which  received  the  award  of  a  Medal  from  the  London 
Committee,  had  been  regularly  published  one  or  two  years  pre- 
vious ;  and  yet  the  rules  of  the  committee  making  the  award  in  re- 
lation to  secrecy  were  the  same  as  those  prescribed  by  our  Associa- 
tion. And  we  have  the  very  best  authority  for  saying  that  there 
is  scarcely  a  society  of  note  in  Paris  or  elsewhere  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe  which  has  not  often  done  the  same  thing.  We 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  New- York  reviewer  has  but  partially 
apprehended  the  true  object  of  establishing  a  Prize  Committee  in 
connection  with  our  National  Association.  If  said  committee 
is  to  receive  only  papers  made  up  exclusively  of  new  matter^  no 
part  of  which  has  ever  been  made  public,  it  is  easy  to  perceive 
that  the  amount  of  matter  presented  for  its  inspection  will  be  ex- 
ceedingly small.  Instead  of  this  we  think  the  only  conditions 
prescribed  for  the  admission  of  any  given  Essay  to  an  examination 
and  an  award,  are,  that  it  should  be  the  genuine  original  produc- 
tion of  the  reputed  author ;  that  it  should  contain  important  and 
valuable  additions  to  our  stock  of  knowledge  concerning  the  sub- 
jects embraced  in  it ;  and  that  the  name  of  the  author  should  be, 
at  the  time,  unknown  to  the  committee. 

The  object  of  all  prize  committees  should  be,  not  so  much  to 
reward  mere  novelties,  as  to  encourage  all  successful  efforts  to  ex- 
tend the  boundaries  of  useful  knowledge.  D. 

HomcBopathy  and  the  University  of  Michigan. 

We  learn  from  various  sources  that  the  Legislature  of  Michigan 
at  its  late  session  passed  an  act  requiring  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
hat  State,  to  appoint  a  Professor  oi  Homceopathy  in  the  Medical 
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Department  of  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor.  Whether  the 
regents  will  promptly  obey  this  act  of  folly  and  thereby  destroy 
the  medical  department  of  their  University  remains  to  be  seen. 


Slatistics  of  Mortality. 

The  following  tables,  compiled  from  the  records  of  the  City 
Sexton,  are  quoted  mainly  from  the  columns  of  one  of  the  daily 
papers  of  our  city.  The  first  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each 
month  for  a  series  of  eight  years,  as  follows,  viz.: 


'47. 

'48. 

'49. 

'50. 

'51. 

'52. 

'53. 

'64- 

January,    33. 

26. 

52. 

60. 

30. 

48. 

68. 

113 

Feb,         23. 

31. 

62. 

67. 

29. 

43. 

61. 

101. 

March,       32. 

41. 

36. 

63. 

35. 

42. 

81. 

96. 

AprU,        19. 

31. 

49. 

50. 

35. 

63. 

59. 

103. 

May,          26. 

48. 

127. 

43. 

45. 

70. 

73. 

147. 

Jane,         27. 

41. 

173. 

27. 

35. 

94. 

82. 

331. 

July,          53. 

41. 

411. 

240. 

67. 

179. 

111. 

933. 

Angnst,      65. 

65. 

242. 

466. 

237. 

468. 

152. 

731. 

Septemb'r,  87. 

60. 

164. 

174. 

175. 

300. 

191. 

563. 

October,    55. 

63. 

97. 

70. 

48. 

194. 

114- 

408. 

Novemb'r,  50. 

65. 

61. 

46. 

45. 

86. 

90. 

200. 

December,  30. 

43. 

42. 

49. 

54 

75. 

121. 

108. 

500. 

655. 

1516. 

1335. 

836. 

1662. 

1193. 

3833 

The  larger  proportional  mortality,  in  the  years  1848,  60,  62, 
and  54,  was  owing  to  the  severe  prevalence  of  epidemic  cholera. 
The  same  disease  prevailed,  though  to  a  very  limited  extent,  in 
1851,  while  1853  was  almost  wholly  exempt  from  its  ravages. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  mortality  of  four  principal 
Eastern  citi«sfor  two  consecutive  years,  viz  : 

Deaths.         Piiiladclpbia.         New  York.  Boston.  Baltimore. 

1853  9,750  2l,8G4  4,369  5,111 

1854  11,811  28,458  4,418  6,738 


Increase  in  ^54,  2,061  6,504  49  621 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  year  1854  has  been  one  of 
unusual  mortality  in  most  of  the  eastern,  as  well  as  the  western 
cities.  The  ratio  of  deaths  to  th3  population  in  Chicago  fi>r  a  ae- 
ries of  eight  years  is  as  follows,  viz : 
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I84t 

PopuIatioDp 

16,859 

Deaths, 

600 

Ratio, 

1  iu  32,4 

1848 

'• 

19,124 

(t 

655 

n 

1  in  30,2 

1849 

it 

23,047 

II 

J516 

tt 

1  ill  15,2 

1850 

tt 

2^,020 

<i 

1335 

tt 

1  in  21.5 

1851 

it 

32,000 

<• 

836 

tl 

1  in  38,3 

1852 

ti 

38,733 

II 

1662 

tt 

1  in  24,1 

1853 

ft 

60,002 

11 

1193 

tt 

1  in  50,3 

1854 

n 

70,000 

II 

3833 

II 

1  in  18,3 

These  figures  show  an  annual  average  ratio  of  mortality  for  the 
irhole  eight  years,  of  about  one  in  29,  which  compared  with  sev- 
^al  eastern  cities  would  exhibit  the  following  results,  viz  : 

Philadelphia,  1  death  in  every  42  inhabitants  annually. 

Baltimore,  1  **     "       "      37 

Boston,  1  "     "       "      36 

Chicago,  1  "     "       "      29 

New  York,  1  "     "       "      25            "            " 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  table  that  the  ratio  of  deaths  in  New 
York  is  much  higher  than  the  average  in  this  city,  and  in  both 
the  ratio  considerably  exceeds  that  of  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
and  Boston*  This  is  owing  entirely  to  the  greater  proportional 
number  of  immigrariis^  constantly  arriving  in  the  two  former  citiesu 
In  this  city,  for  instance,  full  one  half  of  the  entire  population  ai^e 
foreign  born,  and  there  is  constantly  present  a  large  number  of 
new  comers,  constituting  a  floating  population  of  several  thousand, 
many  of  whom  are  yet  under  the  debilitating  influences  of  a  long 
voyage,  and  destitute  of  every  comfort  or  convenience  of  life.  It 
is  from  the  ranks  of  these  poor  people  that  the  cemeteries  of  New 
York  and  Chicago  receive  their  large  excess  of  victims.  This 
truth  will  be  further  illustrated  by  comparing  the  ratio  of  deaths 
in  the  several  cities  fiom  some  of  the  more  important  diseases.^ 
Thus  the  ratio  of  deaths  in  1854  from 

Philadelpliia  Baltimore.     Boston.    Chica|ro.  N.York 

Consumption.  1  in    3r)9  1  in    t^26  1  iu    200  1  in    272  1  in    209 

Choi.  Mor.i&Diarr.  1  in    600  1  in    242  1  in    993  1  in   262  1  in    219 

Dysentery,  1  in  1014  1  in    J^30  1  in    855  I  in    300  1  in  755 

General  Fevers,        1  iu  3012  1  in  iSoO  1  in  1568  1  in    500  1  in  1240 

Inflamutiou  LuiigR,  1  in  1096  1  iu  1391   1  iu    356  1  iu  1892  1  in    541 

Cholera,  1  in    832  1  iu 1  iu    628  1  in    47  1  in   254 

By  examining  this  table,  the  reader  will  see  at  a  glance  that 
the  excess  of  mortality  in  Chicago  and  New  York,  is  chiefly  from 


EDITORIAL.  *  141 

Affections  of  the  bowels,  included  under  the  heada  of  cholera  mor- 
bus, diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  epidemic  cholera.  In  Chicago  al- 
most half  of  the  entire  mortality  was  from  the  latter  disease  alone; 
while  the  ratio  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs 
was  much  below  either  of  the  other  cities. 

We  would  gladly  include  in  these  tables  of  comparative  mor- 
ality, the  cities  of  Buffalo,  Detroit,  Milwaukie,  Cinciunatti,  St. 
Louis,  and  New  Orleans,  but  the  necessary  figures  are  not  at  our 
command. 


Rush  Medical  College  Commencement. 

The  eleventh  annual  College  term  closed  on  Wednesday  the 
21st  of  February,  and  the  exercises  of  the  public  commencement 
took  place  in  Metropolitan  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  that  day.  The 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  was  confered  on  41  candidates,  after 
which  a  valedictory  address  was  delivered  by  Prof  D.  Brainard. 
The  exercises  were  interesting  and  witnessed  by  a  large  audience-^ 
The  past  college  term  has  been  a  gratifying  one  in  several  re- 
apects.  While,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  the  number  of  studenta 
attending  the  medical  schools  throughoat  the  country  has  consider* 
ably  diminished,  our  class  has  maintained  its  full  number;  and 
what  is  still  better,  aver/  large  proportion  of  them  exhi«/it  evi- 
dence, not  only  of  medical  attainments,  but  also  of  a  much  more 
satisfactory  knowledge  of  general  science  and  literature. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  graduates,  with  the  titles  to 
their  inaugural  theses,  viz : 


Christopher  Goodbrake, 

Ills. 

on  Diagnosis. 

Homer  C.  Bawson, 

0. 

„  Cholera. 

Thomas  B.  Banna. 

Ills. 

„  Opium. 

Horace  C.  Clapp, 

Mich. 

„  Disease. 

Leroy  H.  Kennedy, 

Ind. 

„  Scarlatina. 

Freeborn  F.  Hoyt, 

Min.  Ter 

.  „  Gonorrhoea. 

George  T.  Goldsbcny, 

0. 

.,  Incontinence  of  Urine. 

William  Van  Nays, 

Tnd 

„  Mercury. 

Jamea  Ford, 

»i 

„  Hard  EngorgemeLta  of  the 
ntema. 
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Martin  Wiley, 

Ills. 

„  the  Study  of  Medicine. 

Jotin  McHugh, 

>j 

„  Typhoid  Fever. 

Henrj  Van  Meter 

}} 

,,  the  Influence  of  the  Mind  OD 
Disease. 

Elias  Wenger, 

n 

„  Management  of  Parturition. 

Ross  VV.  Pierce, 

Ind. 

„  the  Digestive  Function. 

Michael  R.  Chadwick, 

n 

,,  the  Vis  Medicatrix  Naturae. 

Thaddeus  M.  Crombie, 

Ills. 

„  Syphilis. 

Mordecai  Davis, 

)> 

,,  the  Requisites  of  the  Phy- 
sician. 

Berry  W.  Cooper, 

Ind. 

„  Typhoid  Fever  of  Madison 
Co.,  Ind. 

Isaac  Bice, 

Ills. 

„  Allopathy. 

Hugh  Russell, 

Wis. 

„  Pneumonia. 

Charles  W.  Jenks, 

Ills. 

,,  Secondary  Assimilation. 

Alonzo  L.  Hutchinson, 

Mich. 

„  the  Toxicology  of  Arsenious 
Acid. 

John  P.  McCarthy, 

Ind. 

„  the  Mind  and  its  relations 
to  the  Body. 

John  W.  Trabue, 

Ills. 

,,  Dysentery. 

Hiram  L.  Coon, 

Wis. 

,,  Ligestion. 

Hiram  J.  Van  Winkk 

Ills. 

,,  Physicians  and  their  Duties. 

Elisba  G.  Uorton, 

Wis. 

,,  Hemorrhage. 

Soloman  S.  Clark, 

JJ 

,,  Physical  Diagnosis. 

Vernon  Gould 

Ind. 

„  Semiology. 

William  H.  Heller, 

Ills. 

,,  Scarlatina, 

Jason  N.  Conley, 

Ind. 

,,  Chloride  of  Sodium. 

James  Evans, 

JJ 

,,  Uterine  Hemorrhage, 

Darwin  Du  Bois, 

Ills. 

„  the  Physiology  and  Pathol- 
ogy of  the  Portal  System. 

Lewis  C.  Bicknell, 

Wis. 

„  Pneumonia. 

Charles  Gorham, 

Ills. 

,,  Milk- Sickness. 

James  C.  McMurtry, 

)» 

,,  Hysteria. 

James  F.  Grove, 

N.  Y. 

,,  Diagnosis. 

Jesse  Barbre, 

Ills. 

,,  Typhoid  Fever. 

James  M.  Sudduth, 

>7 

„  Fevers. 

Jlen  A.  Rawson, 

0. 

„  the  Lancet. 

eorge  A.  Bjrns, 

Ills. 

„  Acute  Rheumatism. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  an  excellent  Thesis,  written  in  Latin, 
iras  received  from  Dr.  E.  S.  Cooper  of  Henderson,  Ills.,  on  whom 
the  College  had  previously  conferred  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  D. 

''Our  Easy  Chair'' 

Under  this  caption,  our  friend  Prof  A.  B.  Palmer,  one  of  the 
Editors  of  the  Peninsular  Journal  of  Medicine,  published  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  gave,  in  his  January  number,  a  glowing  description 
of  anew  black- walnut,  spring-cushioned,  hair-cloth  covered,  ea^ 
chair;  with  writing  stand  and  apparatus  attached.  So  comfort- 
able did  the  Doctor  feel  in  his  new  chair,  that  he  thou^^ht  it  con- 
ferring a  great  favor  on  his  readers  to  inform  them  that  others  just 
like  his  could  be  obtained  l»y  sending  an  order  with  eleven  dollars 
enclosed,  to  Hewson  and  Parsons  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.  Now  in  this 
matter  of  chairs  we  are  a  little  ahead  of  our  friend  Palmer.  For 
on  going  to  the  oflBce  a  few  evenings  before  the  close  of  the  recent 
college  term,  we  were  met  by  a  committee  of  members  of  the  col- 
lege class  and  presented  with  a  chair,  that  is  a  chair. 

It  is  not  made  of  "black-walnut,"  nor  covered  with  "hair- 
cloth;" neithor  was  it  imported  from  the  "great  State  Industrial 
Institution  at  Auburn ,"  alias  the  State  Prison,  but  its  frame 
work  is  of  the  best  curl-maple,  the  cushions  of  the  arms,  back, 
and  seat  of  the  richest  velvet,  the  latter  resting  on  easy  springs, 
and  the  whole  put  together  in  the  most  elegant  style  by  honest 
men  of  Chicago. — With  the  chair  was  presented,  not  a  writing 
leaf  and  drawer,  but  what  was  a  great  deal  better,  viz :  one  of  the 
most  valuable  gold  pens  and  pencil  we  ever  saw. 

And  then  the  kind  words  that  accompanied  their  presentation 
by  H.  C.  Clapp,  M.  D.,  the  representative  of  the  committee;  how 
pleasant,  how  cheering  were  they  ? — We  could  only  give  in  re- 
turn for  all  this  a  pledge  never  to  sleep  in  the  easy  chair  while 
science  and  humanity  called  for  action,  nor  to  use  the  golden  pen 
for  any  other  purpose  than  the  upbuilding  of  the  profession  of  our 
choice. 

Foreign  Honors  -We  were  pleased  to  learn,  a  few  days  since 
that  our  Colleague,  Prof.  Daniel  Brainard,  had  been  elected  cor- 
responding member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Geneva,  in  Switser- 
land. 
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History  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 

Little  more  than  one  year  since,  the  enterpriaing  publisher  of 
the  New-Jersy  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  commenced  pub-- 
lishing  a  series  of  articles  on  the  History  of  the  American  Med. 
Association,  accompanied  by  portraits  and  Biographical  sketched 
of  the  presidents  of  that  body.  The  articles  have  now  reached 
seven  in  number,  and  present  a  very  interesting  history  of  the  ori- 
gin and  progress  of  the  Association  up  to  1851.  The  portraits 
thus  far  given  are  those  of  Drs.  Nathaniel  Chapman  Alexander 
H.  Stevens,  John  C.  Warren,  Reuben  D.  Muzzy,  James  Moultrie, 
Beverly  B.  Welford.  an«l  Jonathan  Knight.  These  are  all  ex- 
cellent plates,  and  are  alone  worth  five  times  the  price  of  the 
Journal  in  which  they  appear.  We  trust  that  the  same  enterprize 
which  has  called  forth  this  history  and  the  accompanying  portraits 
will  give  both  to  the  public  in  a  separate  volume,  as  soon  as  the 
series  is  completed. 


Index  to  Volume  Sri.  We  had  entirely  forgotten  to  prepare  ait 
index  and  title  page  for  Volume  8d  of  the  new  series,  until  re- 
minded of  it  by  a  Subscriber — The  defect  shall  be  supplied  in 
our  next  issue — Several  have  also  applied  for  back  numbers  to 
make  their  volumes  complete.  These  shall  be  answered  during 
the  coming  week. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE  I.—  Notes  of  ExperimtUs  m  Ulcers  and  Wou^nds,  de- 
signed to  oervo  as  aids  to  the  investigation  of  the  Chemical 
action  which  takes  place  on  ulcerated  and  wounded  surfaces.  By 
Daniel  Braixaro,  M  D.,  Prof,  uf  Snrgerj  in  Rush  Medical  College, 
Cliicago,  Surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  and  of  the  Mercj 
Hospital  at  Chicago,  Foreign  Corresponding  Member  of  the  "  Societe 
de  Chirurgie''  of  Paris,  and  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Canton  of 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  etc.  etc. 

Thbrb  is  no  surgical  disease  concerning  which  our  actual  know- 
ledge is  less  satisfactory  than  that  of  ulcers.  The  definition  some- 
times  given,  that  an  ulcer  is  a  solution  of  continuity  of  the  soft 
parts  secreting  pus,  amounts  to  little  less  than  saying  that  an  ul- 
cer is  an  ulcer.  If  we  aJopt  a  more  recent  definition  and  saj 
that  it  is  '*  a  solution  of  continuity  on  which  a  peculiar  action  takes 
placef"  we  do  but  repeat  the  former,  since  all  that  is  known  of 
this  action  is  that  it  forms  pus  or  some  fluid  having  a  greater  or 
less  analogy  to  it. 

Still,  (he  latter  definition  hus  this  great  advantage  over  the 
former,  that  it  leaves  it  to  be  inferred  that  some  action,  the  nature 
of  which  is  unknown,  does  take  place  on  the  surface  of  ulcers,  % 
fifcct  which  everj  observing  and  reflecting  person  *must  bare  per* 
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ceived,  especially  when  called  upon  to  explain  their  pathology^ 
Since  it  is  known  that  every  moistened  animal  membrane 
biought  in  contact  with  a  gas  absorbs  it  hy  endosn.osis,  we  might 
expect  that  an  action  of  absorption  of  air  would  necessarily  take 
place  on  the  suiface  of  ulcers,  unless  this  surface  is  expressly 
constituted  to  prevent  this  action  fiom  tal<iog  place.  To  determine 
this  point  was  the  first  o^yect  to  which  my  experiments  were  di- 
rected. At  the  same  time  an  opportunity  was  offered  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  an  exhalation  of  gases  takes  place  from  ulcerated 
surfaces. 

Experiment  1st. 

I  had  the  edges  of  a  cupping  ghisri  of  an  oval  form,  ground  so 
as  to  fit  accur  .tely  a  surface  of  ground  glass. 

This  was  applied,  Nov.  21,  1854,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.M.,  over 
the  surface  of  a  caustic  issue,  in  such  a  manner  as  perfectly  te 
prevent  the  entrance  or  es  ape  of  gas  or  air.  The  issue  was  situ- 
ated on  the  fore  part  of  the  thigh,  immediately  below  the  anterior 
spinous  process  of  the  ilium.  It  had  been  formed  iwo  weeks  pre- 
viously on  account  of  a  rheumatic  affection  of  the  hip  joint,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  application  of  the  cup  the  sides  of  it  presented 
slight  appearances  of  granulation,  but  at  the  bottom  the  muscular 
fibres  were  distinctly  visible,  the  slough  having  been  but  recently 
separated.  The  issue  was  near  two  inches  iu  length,  and  an  inch 
and  a  half  in  breadth. 

The  cup  was  removed  at  7  o'clock,  P.M  ,  after  having  been  on 
10  hours. 

The  cup  was  found  to  be  much  exhausted,  the  surface  of  the 
issue  being  drawn  up  as  if  a  part  of  the  air  had  been  pumped  out. 

The  patient  stated  that  it  hud  burned  him  for  two  or  three 
hours. 

There  was  on  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  a  quantity  of  gelatinous 
matter,  somewhat  like  the  huffy  coat  on  the  surface  of  inflamed 
blood.  It  was  about  two  lines  in  thickness,  and  slightly  tinged 
with  blotfci.     It  gave  an  alkaline  reaction. 

The  gas  remaiuing  in  the  cup  was  found  to  be  pure  nitrogen.  It 
would  not  support  couibustion,  and  contained  no  caibonio  ucid. 
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Experiment  2xd. 

Nov.  24. — The  same  glass  contain ing^jitmospheric  air  as  before 
was  applied  at  9  o'clock  A.M.,  and  removed  at  7  P.M. 

The  surface  of  the  isiuo  was  granulated  throughout  its  whole 
extent 

On  removing  the  gla««  the  8am3  appearances  were  noticed  as  in 
the  first  experiment  The  gas  remaining  wouhl  not  support  com- 
bn-^tioQ.  Tested  fur  sulphuretted,  carhoretted  anrl  pho^phoretled 
hydrogen,  it  gave  no  trace  of  either.  Fluid  under  the  cup  gave 
an  alkaline  reaction. 

Experiment  3d,  ' 

Nov.  28. — Cup  containing  air  applied  as  before  at  9  o'clock, 
A  M.  The  issue  presented  on  its  whole  surface  heakhy  granula- 
tions, and  around  its  edges  the  appearance  of  cicatrization. 

Cup  removed  at  7  o'clock,  P.M  Same  appearances  as  in  the 
first  and  second  experiments.  The  tests  of  the  gas  gave  the  same 
results  as  in  No.  2. 

Experiment  4th, 

Dec.  5. — Cup  applied  with  air  as  before.  Same  appearances  as 
in  third  experiment.  Issue  covered  with  healthy  granulation! 
nearly  level  with  the  surface — cicatriz  ition  advancing  rapidly. 

The  fluid  found  under  the  cup  contained  fibrine  and  exudation 
corpttscles.     Not  examined  for  salts. 

Experiment  5tu. 

The  cup  was  applied  December  8  at  9  o'clock  A  M.,  filled  with 
carbonic  acid.  It  was  removed  at  six  o'clock  P.M.  A  vacuum 
had  been  produced  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  in  either  of  the 
preceding  experiments.  I^atieiit  complained  of  pain  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  application. 

Conside  able  serous  fluid  and  a  gelatinous  matter  was  found  be- 
neath the  cup.  Gelatinous  matter  showed  imperfectly  formed 
fibres  and  exudation  corpuscles  under  the  microscope.  All  the  tests 
of  the  gas  remaining  in  the  cup  showed  carbonic  acid  gas. 
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over  it  as  before.  At  the  end  of  ten  hours  the  same  result  was 
found  as  in  Experiment  13,  and  ammonia  and  sulfhuretted  hjdro- 
^en  were  found  mixed  with  the  gases  in  the  cup.  This  experi- 
ment was  repoited  once  with  the  same  result. 

These  experiments  were  made  in  the  wards  of  the  Mercy  Hos- 
pital ^  at  Chicago,  during  the  winter,  the  atmosphere  being  at  the 
temperature  of  about  70°  F. 

Conclusions. 
We  think  the  results  of  the  foregoing  experiments  justify  us  in 
drawing  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  Recent  ulcers  absorb  pure  oxygen  oi  the  oxygen  of  the  Ht- 
mosphcre  without  giving  out  carbonic  acid. 

2.  The  same  ulcers  absorb  carbonic  acid  rapidly — this  or  its 
combination  with  soda  on  the  surface  may  account  for  this  gas  not 
being  found  in  the  cup  when  oxygen  has  been  absorbed. 

8.  On  ulcers  absolutely  excluded  from  air,  no  pus  or  imper- 
fectly elaborated  pus  was  found. 

4  Chloride  of  sodium  is  found  on  the  surface  of  ulcers,  to 
which  carbonic  acid  gas  is  applied,  and  from  which  atmospheric  air 
is  excluded. 

6.  Chronic  ulcers  do  not  absorb  gases. 

6.  Fresh  wounds  absorb  oxygen  and  eliminate  carbonic  acid, 
which  is  not  ab>orbed. 

Remarks. 

It  will  be  seen  that  recent  ulcers  absorb  oxygen  and  carbonic 
acid,  like  dead  animal  substance,  as  muscle  or  membrane,  although 
this  action  is  not  attended  by  the  phenomena  of  putrefaction. 

What  becomes  of  the  oxygen  absorbed,  it  is  impossible  without 
further  experiment  to  say.  It  is  not  improbable  that  in  some  cases 
it  combines  with  the  fluids  on  the  surface  of  the  ulcer,  and  forms 
an  irritating  compound,  which  is  the  cause  of  unhealthy  inflam- 
mation. It  is  known  that  air  was  formerly  considered  to  be  poi- 
sonous to  wounds,  and  although  this  doctrine  has  been  abandoned 
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the  fact  that  deleterious  effects  follow  the  admission  of  air  to  large 
wounMs  or  suppurating  surfaces  is  umleniaMe. 

Oxygen,  when  absorbed  by  dead  animal  mntter,  combines  with 
a  portion  of  it  and  forms  a  ferment  wliich  causes  patrefaction. 
In  the  living  body  the  perpetual  chaLge  of  the  fluids  prevents 
putrefaction. 

The  absorption  of  oxygen  and  the  elimination  of  carbonic  acid 
on  the  surface  of  wounds,  might  be  regarded  as  simply  an  evi- 
dence th.'t  the  action  of  respirati  n  takc.^  place  there  as  through- 
out all  the  tissues  of  the  body.  But  it  is  nit  probable  that  this 
act  is  so  simple.  The  different  effects  resulting  from  wounds  left 
open  and  those  carefully  closed,  would  indicate  that  some  sub- 
stance is  formed  on  the  surface  in  the  former  case,  which  being 
absorbed  causes  the  constitutional  symptoms. 

Thsee  views  are  made  public  at  the  present  time,  although  in  a 
very  imperfect  state,  in  order  to  attract  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  in  the  hope  that  they  may  induce  some  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  to  take  it  up,  und  by  a  series  of 
careful  experiments,  detern.ine  accurately  what  are  the  changes 
that  take  place  on  the  surface  of  die  various  clisses  of  ulcerS;  The 
bearing  of  the  facts  thus  to  be  established  on  questions  of  physiology 
and  pathology,  is  it  seems  to  me  sufScicntly  iuiportant  to  repay  a 
careful  investigation. 


ART.  II.— Nitrate  of  Silver  as  a  local  remedy  in  Phlegmasia 
Dolens,     By  J.  11.  Mills,  M.L  .,  of  Huntington,  Ind. 

Mbssrs.  Editors. — I  saw  in  your  Journal  some  time  since  (if 
I  am  not  mistaken)  the  report  of  a  case  where  some  gentleman 
M.D.  had  used  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  Plilegmasia  Dolens  suc- 
cessfully. The  idea  struck  me  as  a  good  one,  and  I  determined 
to  give  it  trial  the  first  opportunity,  and  that  happened  recently 
iu  a  case  of  M.  Y.,  aged  oO^and  in  her  fourth  confinement.  Dr. 
W.  was  her  attending  physician  When  I  was  called  in  consuUa- 
tion  he  informed  me  that  the  leg  had  commenced  swelling  on  the 
fifth  day  after  her  confinement,  and  had  continued  to  do  so  until  I 

y  her,  which  was  on  the  12th  day.     I  recommended  the  paint- 
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ing  of  the  leg  entire  with  a  strong  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver 
of  sufficient  strength  to  i»ro«luce  ve.si.5aii«m  after  the  second  ap- 
plication. Upon  opening  ihe  blister  the  fluid  seemd  of  an  opaque 
color,  and  of  more  consistence  ili.in  in  con;mon  cases.  I  directed 
it  to  be  dressed  with  c.ibb.ige  leaves  for  four  days,  by  which  time 
the  pain  had  entirely  ssubsidtd.  the  swelling  nearly  gone,  and  the 
patient  could  flex  or  extend  the  leg  at  will  without  much  incon- 
venience. I  think  the  remedy  deserves  further  trial  from  the  pro- 
fession. . 


ART.  III.— 'CA/o/Tj/orm ;  its  Uses,  etc.  By  P.  A.  Allaire,  M.D* 

This  powerful  agent  is  now  in  the  hands  of  nearly  every  phy- 
skian,  but  its  nuuicious  uses  ore  not  yet  well  understood,  nor 
bave  I  seen  a  g(  od  resume  of  its  properties  and  effects.  Chloro* 
form  is  used  in  throe  methods : 

I.  By  inhalation. 

IL  By  the  stomach ;  and 

III.  Locally. 

Its  effects  when  used  by  inhalation  are  : 

1.  Anaesthetic,  relieving   present  and  preventing  anticipated 
pain. 

2.  Relaxation  of  Tissues. 

5.  Production  of  Sleep. 

4.  To  prevent  and  relieve  spasm  and  convulsion. 

5   To  piocure  perfect  quiet,  necessary  in  some  operations. 

6.  As  an  anti-emetic. 

1.  To  produce  ansB'^thesia  is  the  most  common  reason  of  the  use 
of  Chlorofoim  in  practice;  with  this  view  it  is  much  used  for  the 
relief  of  Neuralgia,  and  some  cases  are  recorded  of  cures  from  it 
in  this  affection,  but  its  curative  effect  here  is  more  frequently  se- 
cured when  given  by  the  mouth,  and  it  is  often  of  much  efficacy 
when  locally  n|>j)Iied.  In  sill  the  more  painful  operations,  the  .\n- 
aesthetic  effect  of  Chloroform  is  now  geiieially  had  recourse  to, 
especially  vluie  '^s^hock**  is  feared.  This  depressing  effect  on  the 
nervous  system  is  in  a  great  degree  prevented,  and  surgeons  have  ' 
justly  and  generally  accepted  Chloroform  ju  these  cases  as  a  great 
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boon ;  it  also  in  many  instances  of  severe  operative  proceedure 
leaves  the  patient  in  that  quiet  placid  condition  which  so  greatly 
tends  to  secure  natural  sleep,  and  every  surgeon  knows  the  import- 
ance of  this  state  as  tending  to  promote  a  good  recovery. 

In  the  minor  operations  it  should  never  be  had  recourse  to,  the 
pain  and  shock  being  slight,  there  is  no  propriety  in  incurring  any 
risk.  The  only  case  in  which  death  ^  followed  the  inhalation  of 
Chloroform  in  this  part  of  our  country,  was,  where  it  was  given  to 
prevent  pain  on  the  removal  of  fart  of  a  finger.  Its  use  is  also 
now  common  in  labor,  but  it  should  be  used  here  only  when  this 
process  is  unusually  painful  or  where  some  operation  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  parturition  where  relief  of  excessive  pain  is  the  object, 
Chloroform  does  not  require  to  be  given  in  such  1  irge  dises  as  in 
surgical  practice,  the.  intention  here  being  to  keep  the  patient  in 
a  semi-conscious  state,  the  uterine  c  )ntractions  being  in  this  condi- 
tion unaffected.  When  the  handkerchief  is  used  an  ounce  an  hour 
is  usually  sufficient,  a  smaller  quantity  is  oftener  required  than  a 
lai'ger.  If  necessjiry  the  woman  may  be  kept  in  this  way  for 
hours  together  with  safety,  where  the  agent  is  good,  is  carefully 
used,  is  not  improper  from  local  disease  or  idiosyncracy  and  she  is 
allowed  to  come  from  under  its  influence  every  hour.  This  is  ne- 
cessary that  we  may  know  tjpatall  is  going  on  well. 

If  an  operation  is  to  be  performed  on  the  p  irturient  female, 
the  Anaesthetic  as  a  general  rule  should  not  be  given,  except  in 
turning,  and  after  labor,  in  extraction  of  the  plicenta,  but  if  ne- 
cessary in  instrumental  delivery,  as  it  may  be  from  great  nervous 
irritability,  timidity,  etc.;  then  a  perfectly  pissive  and  apathetic 
state  should  be  induced,  before  an  instrument  is  introduced,  and 
this  should  be  kept  up  until  they  are  removed,  for  the  very  evi- 
dent reason  that  unless  the  woman  is  perfectly  insensible  there 
may  be  involuntary  motion,  and  each  movement  of  her  pelvis 
while  instruments  are  within  it  endangers  the  injury  of  the  con- 
tained organs,  perfect  quiet  is  therefore  all- important.  When  the 
hand  only  is  present  the  sleep  may  be  less  perfect.  The  safe  way 
is  in  these  operations  never  to  give  chloroform.     The  careful  maa 

operating  always  wishes  to  ask  frequently  the  question,  '*  Ma- 

Q,  do  I  hurt  you.'* 
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2.  Relaxation  of  tissues  is  perhaps  more  thoroughly  effected  hy 
Chloroform^  when  inhaled  than  by  any  other  known  age  nt  The 
warm  bath,  opium,  tartar  emetic,  venaection,  &c.,  should' however 
always  be  used  in  preference  when  they  will  effect  our  purpose,  as 
being  safer  in  our  present  knowledge.  But  when  they  fail  as  they 
often  will,  or  when  we  are  w.»U  a«5sured  they  cannot  succeed,  then 
we  may  rely  with  much  confidence  on  the  relaxation  produced  hy 
Chloroform.  We  must  however  in  these  cases  produce  the  full  ef- 
fect of  the  medicine.  Dislocation  of  the  femur,  compound  fracture, 
and  to  promote  the  taxis  in  hernia,  are  the  chief  if  not  the  only 
known  cases  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  use  it  for  this  purpose. — 
Many  cases  are  now  on  record  of  hernia  reduced,  when  an  opera- 
tion would  doubtless  have  been  performed  had  not  this  agent  been 
known;  its  action  here  is  not  only  by  the  relaxation  produced,  but 
also  by  preventing  the  pain  induced  by  the  necessary  manipula- 
tion and  that  vast  involuntary  muscular  resistance  which  is  always 
made  under  these  circumstances. 

8.  In  the  production  of  sleep,  Chloroform  is  often  an  admirable 
agent;  many  cases  of  Delirium  Tremens  have  been  successfully 
tieatedby  it,  and  that  restless.,  sleepless  state  which  often  occurs 
in  Typhus  and  Typhoid  fevers,  and  which  always  ends  fatally  if 
«leep  is  not  soon  had,  may  be  frequently  relieved  by  the  inhala- 
tion of  Chloroform.  I  however  generally  prefer  in  these  circum- 
atances  to  give  it  by  the  stomach  bcpause  whcio  Ilyperaesthenia 
Cerebri  is  present,  there  is  always  much  exhaustion  and  depr  s- 
aion  of  the  nervous  system,  and  as  Chloroform  is  a  powerful  seda- 
tive when  given  by  inhalation,  it  will  not  be  found  so  safe  as 
when  taken  in  the  stomach,  for  in  this  mode  of  exhibiting  it,  it 
has  a  very  slight  stimulating  effect,  and  in  these  peculiar  cases  a 
very  exoclleit  soporific  influence;  but  remedies  in  delirium  aT\d 
especially  in  Deliiium  Tremens  cannot  always  be  gi  ren  by  the 
mouth  in  consequence  of  violent  resistance  by  the  patient,  then 
Chloroform  by  inhalation  if  car^'fully  watched  and  perseveringly 
used,  frequently  leads  to  the  best  results.  It  should  not  here  be 
carried  to  its  full  extent:  the  moment  quiet  is  induced  it  should 
be  suspended,  and  the  ojportunity  seized  for  the  administia.ion  of 
atimulants  or  other  needed  remedies,  the  Chloroform  being  resumed 

20 


154  ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIOHR 

ngain  before  its  effects  have  entirely  subsidW ;  generally  it  will 
bj  found  moU  usiiful  in  thoi3  initinCwM  which  are  usua'ly 
called  *^ sthenic"  and  wliich  arc  tho  very  ones  bast  likely  to  bo 
benefitted  by  tho  usual  opiate  treatment. 

4  To  prevent  and  relieve  spasm  and  convulsion.  Chloroform 
has  been  used  successfully  in  ctanus,  traumatic  and  idiopathic. — 
It  should  not  be  carried  to  its  full  extent  if  less  will  effect  our 
purpose,  as  in  all  cases  of  tonic  spa-^m  (noi  local)  the  nervous  sys- 
tem is  rapidly  exhausted.  Mi^ht  not  its  administration  by  the 
stomach  in  largo  doses  here  be  useful  i  In  hydrophobia  ifis  the 
only  effectual  agent  we  have  to  smooth  the  passage  to  the  grave. 

A  considenible  number  of  case:;*  of  chorea,  asthma,  colic,  dye*- 
tnenonhoea,  hiccup,  hysteria,  and  some  anomalous  forms  of  spasm 
are  reported  as  being  benefitted  and  some  cured  by  the  inhalation 
of  Chloroform.  The  relation  of  a  single  case  will  perhaps  best 
illustrate  the  use  of  the  lemedy  in  this  class  of  affections:        ^ 

Case. — Was  called  to  Mr?. on  tho  evening  of  July  80^ 

1853.  Is  now  nearly  six  months  in  pregnancy ;  a  robust,  healthy 
woman,  act.  88 ;  hits  had  six  or  seven  miscarriages  in  the  last  six 
yeai*s,  always  about  the  sixth  month.  When  I  have  attended  her 
on  these  occasions  tlie  foetus  and  placenta  have  been  of  a  perfectly 
normal  appearance,  and  she  has  had  no  apparent  uterine  disease 
in  the  intervals.  She  has  heretofore  usually  been  tn^ated  with 
bleeding,  opiates,  ai  d  rest.  Her  symptoms  are  the  same  nowas* 
they  have  uniformly  been  in  former  miscarriage  • 

Present  Condition, — Acute  persistent,  lancinating  pain  in  the 
right  side  of  tho  uteius,  a  little  tenderness  on  pressure,  pain  in- 
creased on  uoi«n,  cannot  lie  down,  diarrhoea,  pulse  full — 80, 
tongjo  natural,  appetite  g)od.  no  oxpuUivc  effjrt  or  hemorrhage, 
lias  been  in  this  condition  thirty-six  hours.  Tieatment. — Yene* 
section,  Sxv. 

H  Chloroform, 
01.  Olive. 
Of  each  equal  parts — Mix. 
The  liniment  to  be  freely  lubtcd  o\  cr  tie  scat  cf  pain  etery  hour 
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rnd  ihen  a  flannel  cloth  saturated  with  th3  liniment  t5  be  laid  on 
and  covered  with  oil  silk;  if  aljcp  is  not  obtained  in  two  hours 
then  to  inhale  trom  the  buttle  of  liniment  till  perfectly  relieved. 
July  31,  Morning — Had  some  relief  from  bleeding  and  lini- 
ment, bul  could  not  rest ;  then  inh.iL'd  from  the  bottle  and  had 
somo  sleep ;  looks  rested  and  more  cheerful ;  diarrhoea  better ; 
still  some  piin  ;  has  passed  the  night  in  CJisy  chair.  To  restrict 
diet  and  continue  chloroform  locally  and  by  inhalation. 

Aug.  1. — Can  walk  around  comfortably,  had  a  good  night, 
•diarrhoea  ceased.     To  continue  chloroform  as  needed. 

This  woman  went  her  full  time,  and  had  a  fine  healthy  child 
«fter  an  easy  labor.  She  was  bled  again  in  October  for  plethora, 
and  used  the  chlon»furm  almost  daily  fur  about  five  weeks  after 
last  report,  August  1. 

Among  the  most  interesting  forms  of  disease  in  which  chloro- 
form has  been  used  is  Convulsions,  puerperal,  infantile  and  epi- 
leptic. A  most  interesting  case  of  infantile  convulsions,  treated 
by  Prof.  Simpson,  may  be  found  in  Brniihwaite's  Retrospect,  part 
2-%  page  71,  in  which  a  child  twenty-eight  days  old,  used  ten 
oanees  of  chloroform  in  48  hours  by  inhalation,  after  which  there 
was  no  recurrence  of  the  affection.  In  the  puerpural  form  it  is 
now  often  used  and  in  the  proper  cases  wita  excellent  results. 
JSpilepsy  has  not  been  so  frequently  treated  with  it.  but  when  the 
•fits  recur  rapidly  it  would  seem  to  offer  the  prospect  of  usefulness 
by  8us[»ending  the  action  of  the  exciting  cause.  In  all  this  class 
of  cases,  it  is  necessnry  usually  to  produce  its  full  effect,  the  rule 
being,  to  give  it  only  in  those  cases  where  there  is  absence  of 
centric  disease.  How  far  it  may  be  useful  when  there  is  disease 
of  the  brain  or  spinal  column  has  not  yet  been  tested,  but  it  would 
seem  as  if  there  uiight  be  cases  in  which  it  would  relieve  suffering 
with  safety,  and  thus  prolong  life  and  give  more  time  for  the  ac* 
tioa  of  other  remedies. 

5.  To  procure  perfect  quiet.  This  is  necessary  in  some  opera- 
tions where  anaesthesia  is  not  needed.  Tho  following  case  is  an 
instance,  and  will  indicate  sufficiently  well  those  cases  : 
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Case  — A  lad  about  six  years  of  age  was  brought  to  me  vitli  a 
chcrrj  stone  in  the  external  auditory  canal.  It  was  in  contact 
with  the  tympanum,  and  filled  the  diameter  of  the  tube.  Some 
attempts  had  been  made  at  extraction,  and  the  meatus  was  a  little 
tender ;  consequently  the  child  would  not  allow  the  approach  of 
an  instrument.  And  although  be  was  rolled  in  a  sheet,  three  stout 
persons  could  not  holdhim  still  enough  to  allow  me  to  act  with  safety. 
Chloroform  was  now  given  by  inhalation  until  perfect  insensibility 
was  induced.     The  cherry  pit  was  then  removed  without  trouble- 

5,  As  an  anti-emetic  Chloroform  has  been  inhaled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  stomach  quiet  in  cholera,  mainly  with  the 
view  of  getting  thus  the  action  of  other  remedies.  I  can  very 
well  suppose  that  it  might  be  useful  in  obstinate  vomiting  from 
other  causes  as  in  pregnancy  and  in  some  forms  of  stomach  dis- 
ease. 

The  subject  of  inhalation  will  not  be  complete  without  some  re- 
marks on  the  rules  for  administeiing  this  agent,  its  effect  on  the 
system,  and  treatment  for  the  asphyxia  produced  by  an  over  do8e> 

Rules  for  its  adminietration  :  A  good  article  only  ehonld  be 
use  ,  one  of  perfect  purity  can  seldom  be  had.  Chloroform  should 
be  once  and  a  half  heavier  than  water,  and  the  fruity  odour  should 
not  be  strong.  I  am  not  aware  that  anything  more  deleterious  than 
self  IS  evei*  present  even  in  the  worst  specimens,  the  difficulty  with 
such,  is,  the  irritation  produced  in  the  air  passages,  and  the  failure 
to  induce  anaesthesia.  The  patient  being  plaeed  in  the  recumbent 
position  and  the  operator  having  ascertained  that  there  is  no  d]S<- 
casc  of  the  heart,  brain,  or  lungs  that  would  unfavorably  modify 
its  effects,  should  pour  the  fluid  on  a  cloth  or  handkerchief  of  small 
size,  and  hold  it  within  three  inches  of  the  mouth ;  thus  the  air 
will  be  so  freely  inhaled  with  it,  that  the  patient  will  get  about 
five  volumes  of  air  to  one  of  chloroform.  And  this  is  near  enough 
to  the  amount  needed  for  practical  purposes  and  the  safety  of  the 
subject.  Not  more  than  two  drachms  should  be  used  to  begin 
with  fur  an  adult,  less  proportionally  for  children.  When  it  has 
vnporated,  which  will  be  within  three  or  four  minutes,  a  short  in* 
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tenral  should  elapse,  and  if  the  effect  wanted  is  not  produced,  the 
dose  shoald  be  at  once  repeated,  increased,  or  diminished,  and  so 
on  until  we  attain  the  desired  result.  During  this  procedure,  the 
pulse,  eye,  and  respiration  should  be  carefully  watched,  the  effect 
produced  being  the  guide  and  not  t^ie  quantity  used.  .  If  the  eyes 
turn  up,  respinition  becomes  enfeebled,  slow  or  sterterous,  the  pulse 
:flags,  and  the  skin  cold  or  wet  with  perspiration.  Then  the  ad- 
jninistration  should  cease  at  once.  Anaesthesia  sufficiently  perfect 
for  operating  is  almost  always  induced  before  this  condition  comes 
on,  and  may  be  known  by  there  being  no  involuntary  winking  on 
touching  the  eye-lid  or  eye.  In  some  cases  the  eyes  also  turn  up 
in  this  stage,  and  there  is  involuntary  contraction  of  voluntary 
muscles,  but  these  symptoms  alone  do  not  contra  indicate  the  con- 
tinuance of  anaesthesia. 

On  infants  the  action  of  Chloroform  is  quick,  and  they  throw 
its  effects  off  rapidly.  As  age  advances,  its  action  is  more  grad- 
.ual.  Old  persons  come  from  under  its  influence  slowly.  This 
dissimilarity  between  age  and  childhood  is  owing  to  the  difference 
in  the  activity  of  circulation  and  respiration  in  the  two  conditions, 
in  both  extremes  therefore  greater  caution  is  necessary  in  its  exhi- 
bition. 

Chloroform  is  not  forbidden  in  cases  of  great  debility  aud  emac- 
iation, or  where  the  system  is  suffering  from  the  severe  "shock*' 
of  some  great  injury,  but  stimulants  should  generally  be  first 
given  in  these  cases.  An  empty  stomach  is  desirable,  but  circum- 
stances will  not  always  allow  this,  yet  if  it  is  so  full  that  it  must  in- 
terfere with  respiration  in  anaesthesia  a  zinc  emetic  had  better 
first  be  given.  Food  should  not  be  used  for  some  time  after  the 
inhalation  of  chloroform,  two  or  three,  hours  is  generally  long 
enough  to  wait,  if  taken  before  vomiting  is  very  apt  to  follow. 

Effects  on  the  system.  —When  inhaled  chloroform  acts  as  m 
stimulant  to  the  parts  frequently  exciting  cough,  &c.,  this  soon 
subsides,  and  it  speedily  enters  the  circulation  and  is  carried  to( 
every  part  with  the  blood.  This  hydro-carbon  thus  acts  directly 
on  'he  whole  cerebro-spinal  system  destroying  its  nervous  energy 
snd  paralysing  its  functions,  as  a  consequeace,  sensation,  respira-* 
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lion,  and  the  hearts  xiction  cease  if  the  dose  is  sufficient,  and  death 
follows  from  a  true  asph^rxia.  Wbeie  the  chloroform  is  given 
more  carefully  and  in  K-ss  quantity,  this  overwhrlniing  effect  is 
not  seen,  the  first  effect  is  here  often  some  involuutiry  motion 
restlessness  or  delirium,  tliis  gcnerilly  soon  sub.sides.  respiration 
becomes  slower  and  deeper,  puUe  slower,  v«}luntiiry  muscles  lose 
their  power,  eyes  turn  up  and  tho  pupil  contracts  sluggishly  :  there 
is  now  perfect  anaesthesia.  If  carried  further,  danger  is  to  be  ap- 
preheuded,  and  may  be  known  by  feeble  pulse,  respiration  slow 
and  feeble,  gasping,  or  stertorous,  pupils  dilated,  and  sometimes 
profuse  perspiration  and  a  coM  palid  jiurface.  *'  In  death  from 
chloroform  the  respiratory  movements  cease  first,  the  heart  con- 
tinues to  act  for  some  time  longer  and  its  then  failing  is  in  conse- 
quence of  the  respiratory  movements  having  ceased.*' 

After  anaesthesia  there  is  often  consciousness  long  before  there 
is  any  muscular  power  or  much  sensation,  and  there  is  sometimes 
peculiar  net  vo us  conditions  left  so  various  as  nut  to  be  described, 
and  lasting  for  months.  Insanity  has  also  resulted  but  has  always 
so  far  as  recorded  cases  go,  been  recovered  from  in  a  period  of  a 
few  weeks. 

Post  Mortem  Appearances. — '*  After  the  most  powerful  doses 
the  lungs  are  collapsed,  the  bloo  1  natural  in  color  and  consisten- 
cy, the  heart  placid  and  empty,  or  the  right  side  moderately  dis- 
tended by  ihe  cava  and  the  left  v.-sntricle  coutr.icteii.  The  brain  is 
natural.  But  when  death  is  less  instantaneous,  the  lungs  are  con- 
gested, ecchymose<l,  empliyscmatous,  the  right  side  of  the  heart 
and  cava  distended  sometimes  enormously ;  the  sinusses  and  mem- 
branes filled  with  blood.'' 

Treatment  of  Chloroform  Asphyxia — The  patient  if  notalfcaily 
rscambent  should  be  laid  down  in  a  current  of  fresh  air  if  possi- 
ble, and  artificial  respiration  at  on 30  commenced  and  persevering- 
\j  kept  up.  This  can  always  be  done  from  mouth  to  tnouth, 
moments  are  not  to  be  lost  in  waiting  for  instruments;  after  each 
insuiBation,  pressure  must  be  made  on  the  ribs  and  abdominal  mus- 
^  expel  the  air;  thus  imitating  the  natural  act.    This  pka 
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firet  recommended  hy  M.  Bicord  should  not  be  interrupted  for 
any  other  inenns,  but  persisted  in  at  least  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes,  even  if  the  hearts  netion  has  ceased.  Au  occasional  cur- 
rent of  gjilvanic  electricity  nii^ht  be  passed  through  the  chest,  or 
if/ the  heart  does  not  act  then  through  this  organ.  Dashing  the 
face  and  chest  with  cold  water  might  once  or  twice  be  used  at  the 
▼cry  onset  of  fatal  symptoms.  No  attempt  to  give  any  fluid  by 
the  mouth  should  be  made,  it  will  be  as  likely  to  run  into  the 
lungs  as  stomach.  Some  very  successful  cases  of  treatment  by 
artificial  respiration  will  be  found  in  Braiihwaite's  Ketrospect, 
part  28,  page  215-  16  and  29.  The  tongue  during  this  process 
roust  be  held  by  an  assistant  with  an  instrument,  either  out  of  the 
mouth  with  a  hook  or  foiccss,  or  kept  in  its  place  in  the  mouth 
with  a  spatula.  This  is  very  important  as  the  organ  is  apt  to 
fall  back  and  fill  the  glottis. 

If  signs  of  returning  consciousness  follow  these  efforts,  dry  ex- 
ternal warmth  should  be  applied,  and  as  soon  as  the  subject  can 
swallow  some  warm  diffusable  stimulant  should  be  given  and  re* 
peated  from  time  to  time  until  the  pulse  and  respiration  are  estab- 
lished. 

It  may  be  here  stated  that  about  fifty  cases  of  fatal  asphyxia 
from  chloroform  are  on  record,  that  there  have  been  double  this 
number  never  reported,  it  would  be  safe  to  assume. 

Aurora,  March,  1855. 


ART.  TV.— Cases  from  the  Note  Book.   By  OwE.x  LoKQ,  M  D., 
of  Jacksonville,  III. 

In  presenting  the  following  cases  to  the  renders  of  your  Journal 
I  would  state  that  it  is  not  dine  bectiuse  there  is  anything  new  or 
iin[.oitant  in  them,  l>ut  because  it  is  the  duty  of  every  professional 
roan  to  give  iiis  cxpeiience  in  the  use  of  any  new  article  that  may 
be  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  profcsbion. 

It  is  several  years  since  Anaesthetics  were  introduced  as  articles 
of  the  Mateiia  Mcdica.  Each  year  has  only  added  to  the  value  of 
that  contribution,  and  the  discoverer  or  discoverers  should  not  be 
compelled  to  wuit  any  longer  for  that  reward  which  they  have  so 
richly  merited.     I  would  further  state  that  both  ether  and  chloro^ 
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form  haye  been  freely  used  by  phyaicians  in  ibis  section  of  thr 
State  without  one  bad  case  resulting  from  their  use ;  on  the  con- 
trary, our  experiei'Ce  has  satisfied  us  that  the  discovery  of  the 
means  of  producing  uncontrollable  anseathesia,  has  been  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  bestowed  upon  man. 

Jan.  24,  1855. — Called  to  see  Charles,  a  German,  aged  25.  He 
was  out  in  the  storm  of  Sunday,  21st  January,  traveliing  about 
all  day.  Ilis  boots  being  full  of  wuter,  his  fe6t  soon  became  so 
much  frozen  that  ho  could  no  longer  walk  in  this  condition.  At 
three  o'clock,  P  M,,  he  crawled  into  a  haystack,  and  remained 
there  till  next  morning.  Ilis  hands,  ears,  face  and  feet  being 
frozen  badly,  when  he  was  brought  to  the  Morgan  county  alms- 
house, of  which  I  am  physician.  I  was  satisfied  from  inspection,, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  wet  condition  that  his  feet  were  in, 
that  all  vitality  had  been  destroyed  in  them  by  the  intense  cold  of 
that  awfully  stormy  day  and  night.  All  the  usual  means  in  such 
ca^es  were  applied,  and  altbough  I  bad  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his 
face,  hands,  earSj  etc.,  restored  to  their  former  condition,  yet  I  was 
much  pained  to  find,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  February,  two 
weeks  after  the  exposure,  unmistakeable  signs  of  gangrene ;  by 
the  next  day  the  line  of  demarcation  was  so  plain  and  certain  that 
upon  consultation  with  Dr.  Prince,  I  determined  to  remove  both 
limbs  as  the  only  hope  of  saving  my  patient,  who  had  begun  most 
unmistakeably  to  exhibit  symptoms  of  debility.  The  whole  of 
both  feet  below  the  malleoli  now  presented  the  usual  gangrenous 
appearance  and  from  his  entrance  into  the  Institution  till  now, 
had  never  made  any  other  complaint  except  of  a  very  deep  seatied 
and  heavy  pain,  to  use  his  own  expression,  in  the  middle  of  his 
foot.  This  I  have  no  doubt  was  produced  by  that  extreme  degree 
of  congestion,  which  immediately  precedes  gangrene,  and  which 
was  confined  to  ihe  inner  structure  of  the  fuet. 

All  things  being  prepared  he  was  very  soon  reduced  to  complete 
insensibility  by  the  use  of  chloroform,  having  first  attempted  to  in- 
duce anesthesia  by  the  use  of  Ether,  which  completely  failed  in 
this  case,  to  even  partially  effect  him.  Both  legs  were  then  am» 
putattd  about  four  inches  below  the  PatelU,   the  arteries  wore 
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Uif/tm  op^  tlie  flaps  were  approximated  by  stiteheft  and  adiwaivo 
atrapt,  the  bandagee,  etc.,  were  all  applied,  whilst  he  wm  still 
UDder  the  infloence  of  chloroform.  lie  was  miocfa  rejoieed  to  find 
that  all  was  over  and  he  had  not  felt  anj  pain.  Is  not  such  aa 
article  a  great  boon  to  suffering  hamaoitj  1 

Feb.  10,  6  P M.,  1855— Call  to  see  Ella,  aged  30  months. 
She  was  taken  with  cuuvalsions,  which  had  continued  without  in« 
terruption  to  this  time  from  1  P.M.  During  the  afternoon  she 
bad  been  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Cassell,  a  xery  excellent  and  jiu> 
dkious  practitioner,  who  had  administered  the  usual  nveans  with* 
out  producing  any  relief.  Her  pupils  were  very  much  <lilat«d< 
As  she  had  been  freely  pvJced  and  purged^  I  opened  the  temporal 
artery  and  obtained  as  much  blood  as  I  desired  without  benefit.  I 
now  learned  that  she  had  fallen  from  a  chair  upon  the  back  of  her 
head,  receiving  a  very  violent  concussion  of  the  brain.  I  was 
now  satisfied,  from  the  grea^  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  that  effusioa 
had  taken  place,  and  that  she  was  beyond  the  reach  of  all  reme* 
diea  I  however,  with  Dr.  C.^s  approbation,  immediately  put  her 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  The  convulsions  immediately 
oeased,  and  she  would  remain  as  tranquil  as  if  in  the  sweetest 
sleep  until  it^  influence  would  pass  off,  when  twitchings  of  the  eye 
would  indicate  its  return.  A  few  inhalations  however  would  sooa 
tranquiljse  the  system,  and  thus  the  hearts  of  her  parents  were 
aaved  from  witnessing  the  cruel  writhings  and  contortions  of  this 
excruciating  disease  which  had  afflicted  the  patient  all  afterno4>n« 
Belief  from  spasm  of  any  kind  is  a  great  boon;  here  it  is  doubly 
ao.  Although  we  may  not  cure,  still  we  msy  smooth  the  passage 
to  the  grave  by  the  use  of  chloroform.  In  cholera  nothing  is  more 
oflicacious  than  chloroform  to  relieve  its  frightful  spasms. 

Feb.  12,  1855.— Called  to  see  Mrs.  C,  aged  £0  She  had 
been  delivered  of  twins,  48  hours  intervening  between  the  births. 
The  last  child  had  been  born  about  thirty  hours,  both  after-births 
had  been  retained  by  an  hour  glass  contraction  of  the  womb. 

The  physician  in  attendance  failed  in  all  his  efforts  to  extract. 
Sxtemal  and  internal  organs  of  generation  very  much  swollen  and 

SI 
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•xtremelj  tender  to  the  toucli,  bo  much  bo  that  sTie  eoalfl  not  «t^ 
low  me  to  introduce  even  my  finger  into  the  vagina.  This  "was  » 
terv  ititeresting  cnBe,  one  that  wouhi  show  the  invaluable  charae-^ 
Icr  of  chloroform  during  my  efforts  to  relieve  this  hidy,  who  ever 
since  the  birth  of  her  last  child  hud  been  tormente<l  with  constant 
and  continued  efforts  of  the  uterus  to  rid  itself  of  its  contents. 

This  patient  was  soon  brought  under  its  influence,  the  hand  was 
readily  and  without  difficulty  or  paiti  introduced  and  passed^ 
through  the  stricture  or  contraction,  up  to  the  fundus  uteri,  ta 
which  I  now  found  the  placenta  were  both  firmly  adhered. 
They  were  however  rendily  removed  by  the  operation  oi peeling. 
and  my  patient  was  thu*'  rescued  from  the  jaws  of  death. 

I  would  add  my  advice  to  my  profossional  brethren  always  to^ 
vse  ether  or  clilorofonn  in  all  operations  where  much  pain  and 
suffering  may  be  expected. 

Reasoning  a  priori,  would  not  anse-^thetics  be  productive  of  raueh 
relief  in  all  cases  of  j;tctitation  and  icstleasness  in  fever,  would 
not  its  use  immediately  allay  all  excitement,  of  whatever  kitid  it 
might  be,  u.»^k?s  in  that  of  a  hi<;lily  stlienic  character,  such  as 
generally  attends  our  fevers  of  an  active  i!»flan)matory  condition. 
I  do  not  rcmeniberof  having  ever  seen  the  use  of  chloroform  ad- 
vised as  above,  and  if  it  has  never  been  ifsed  I  would  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  t»  is  subject. 

With  these  few  items  of  a  practical  chara'^ter,  I  leave  the  sub* 
ject  with  your  readers,  only  atlding  that  the  mode  of  administr»* 
tien  has  always  been  by  wetting  a  handkerchief  with  a  drachm  or 
Iwo  of  ether  or  chloroform,  and  thus  applying  it  to  the  nose  until 
hs  effiGts  are  produced,  ^^y  rule  always  is  to  use  ether,  if  it  will* 
aBBwer ;  if  it  does  not,  then  use  ch'orofjrm  without  much  delay. 


[Da.  Datis, — Dear  Sir  :  I  think  you  will  find  the  enclosed  note  of 
sufficient  interest  to  deserve  insertion  'n  jour  Journal.  As  iltustratlng 
the  existence  uf  an  animal  poihon  hitherto  ntiknown,  or  the  action  of 
an  old  one  in  an  nnnsuai  manner,  the  case  it  describes  dtwcrves  to  be 
put  on  record,  deficieut  as  it  is  iu  details.  Your  obedient  servant, 
D.  Brainari).] 

T)r.  Brai9ard  — Dear  Sir :  I  write  to  you  for  the  purpose  of 
joiog  some   information  in  regard  to  a  very  aingular  cast  of 
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-sapposad  poisoning  now  in  this  city,  nnder  the  medicnl  care  of  mj 
preceptor,  J.  H.  Herahey  and  hii  partner,  Dr.  Cuss.  The  history 
of  l!he  case  is  as  follows  :  Tlie  patient  is  a  b)y  ten  years  of  age. 
He  says  that  he  was  bitten  by  a  rat  in  the  night,  while  in  bed 
There  are  two  small  wounds  or  maiks  on  his  upper  lip,  which  are 
about  the  size  I  should  suppose  would  be  mnie  by  the  teeth  of  thp 
rat.  The  pati<  nt  did  not  experience  any  bad  effects  for  a  week 
after  he  had  been  bitten,  at  which  time  the  part  bittei  bega  to 
swell,  and  the  swelling  extended  itself  to  the  greater  part  of  tk« 
fiiee  and  neck.  The  part  is  rigid  to  the  touch  and  rather  iiiaen- 
aible.  All  the  glands  of  the  system  appear  to  be  affected  ;  they 
are  swollen,  causing  a  considerable  stiffness  in  most  of  the  joints ; 
the  circulation  is  excited,  but  not  extremely  so ;  the  pulse  rather 
frequent  and  full.  It  has  been  treated  locally  by  the  application 
-of  the  tinet  iodine;  constitutiooally,  by  iodide  potassa  and  tonics. 
Now,  1  r ,  inasmuch  a^  the  atten'l:int  physicians  are  anzioas 
that  iheir  patient  may  recover,  and  I  am  solu-itous  to  know  your 
opinion  of  the  cate,  vou  wjII  have  all  our  ihauks  fur  any  informa** 
^on  you  may  be  pleased  to  send  us.  In  short,  Dr.,  wo  want  to 
know  whether  the  hite  of  the  kat  is  poisonous  or  not. 

Yours  reapeotfally,  J.  J,  Mouai^. 
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from  tbe  DaMta  Xad.  rrm. 

A  New  Broth  for  the  Sick^    B/  Prof.  Justus  LiBBsa 

To  prepare  this  broth,  half  a  pound  of  the  flesh  of  h  recently 
killed  animal  (beef,  or  the  flesh  of  a  fowl)  is  chopped  fine,  And 
wi^ll  mixed  with  a  pound  and  an  eighth  of  distilled  water,  to  which 
four  drops  of  pure  muriatic  acid,  and  from  half  to  a  drachm  of 
common  salt,  have  been  added.  After  an  hour,  the  whole  is  thrown 
on  a  cotnmon  hair  sieve,  and  the  fluid  is  allowed  to  run  off  with- 
out pressure.  The  first  portion,  which  is  turbid  is  poured  ^lack, 
until  the  fluid  runs.off  clear.  On  the  fleshy  residue  in  the  sieve 
half  a  pound  of  distilled  water  is  thrown  in  small  portions.  lo 
this  way  a  pound  of  fluid  (cold  extract  •f  meat)  is  obtained,  of  a 
red  color,  and  an  agreeable  taste  of  broth.  The  sick  are  allowed 
to  drink  a  cupful,  cold,  at  pleasure.  It  must  not  be  heated,  as  it 
then  becomes  turbid,  and  deposits  a  thick  coagulam  of  animal 
albumen  and  hematme. 

The  sickness  of  a  young  female  servant,  from  typhus,  in  mj 
hou.<e,  giive  occasion  to  this  preparation.  It  was  billed  forth  by  a 
a  remark  of  my  medical  attendant,  that,  in  certiin  conditions  of 
thirt  disease,  the  greatest  difficulty,  which  presented  itself  to  the 
physician,  lies  in  an  imperfect  digestion — a  consequents  of  the 
condition  of  the  intestines,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  food 
suitable  for  dii;estion  and  the  formation  of  blood.  Generally, 
broth  prepared  by  boiling  is  deficient  in  all  those  ingredients  of 
meat  which  are  nesessary  for  the  formation  of  the  albumen  of  the 
bl  Oil,  and  the  yoke  of  an  egg,  which  is  added,  is  very  poor  ia 
this  suhstiuieei  aa  it  contains,  on  the  whole,  82|  per  cent  of  water 
and  17i  of  egg  albumen,  or  a  substsmce  aaalagous  to  it,  and  whe* 
ther  this  substance,  in  its  nutritive  qualities,  is  equal  to  the  aU 
bamen  of  flesh,  is,  according  to  the  investigations  of  Magendie,  at 
least,  doubtful.  Bt^sides  the  flesh  albumen,  the  new  broth  con- 
tain.s  a  certain  quuntity  of  hematine  and  therein  a  large  quantitj 
of  iron  necessary  for  tormation  of  blood  corpuscles,  and,  lastly, 
the  muriatic  acid  for  digestion.  A  great  hindrance  to  the  em- 
nloyment  of  this  broth    in   summer  is  its   changcableness  in  hoi 

rather.     It  undergoes  fermentation,  as  sugar  with  yeast,  withoul 


^mng  ft  disagreeable  odor.  What  Bttbetaiioe  cauaes  Ais  olianga  it 
m  Jftj  desirable  to  ascertain.  On  that  aecoant|  the  flesh  most 
be  treated  with  verj  cold  water,  in  a  cool  place.  Ice- water  and 
eoolinff  with  ice  removes  this  difficulty.  But  aboye  all  things,  cars 
siuat  be  observed  that  the  flesh  is  used  fresh,  and  not  several 
da^s  old.  In  the  hospitals  of  Munich,  and  in  private  praetioe, 
this  broth  has  been  emplojed  with  great  advantage.— ilnnolei  d$r 
ChemU  and  Annals  of  Pharmacy. 

^^— — ^-^^^-^-^^^^'-^-^^^       ■» 
Vs€  of  the  Microscope  in  the  Diagnosis  qf  Cancer. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Gizette  dos  Hopitauz,  we  find  the 
following  sensible  view  taken  of  the  use  of  the  microscope  in  can- 
<ieroa9  diagnosis : 

What  are  the  microscopic  characters  which  have  been  assigned 
to  cancer?  Without  entering  into  the  details  of  microscopic  ana- 
tomy, we  shall  content  ourselves  with  indicating  the  principal  re- 
sults that  have  been  received  A  cancerous  cell  or  globule  is 
found,  enclosing  cellular  contents,  and  ope  or  more  nuclei,  in 
which  nucleoli  is  found ;  hut  the  form  of  this  cancerous  globule  is 
far  from*  being  constant,  being  rounded,  oval,  spherical,  often  ir- 
regular, and  presenting  prolong.! tious,  which  have  been  designated 
under  the  name  of  horus,  and  which  themselves  enclose  numerous 
nuclei  of  cancerous  globules.  Sometime^even  the  cancerous  cell 
is  wanting,  and  th^re  are  only  nuclei  enclosing  nuclei.  Such  is 
the  nucleolated  cancer.  Such  are  the  characters  which  have  been 
assigned  to  tumors  designated  under  the  names  of  scirrhus  and 
'encephaloid.  But  are  these  the  only  cancers  7  No ;  for  tht»re  are 
other  tumors,  which,  like  the  two  last,  have  the  melancholy  pri- 
Tilege  of  recurring,  either  on  the  spot,  or  in  the  entire  economy. 
Such  are  the  tumors  wlach  have  been  designated  under  the  names 
of  fibro-plastics,  of  cancroids,  and  of  epithelial  tumors.  These  are 
not  rrue  cance  s,  for  elements  of  another  nature  have  been  found 
in  them.  In  the  fibroplastic  tumor  are  found  fusiform  globules, 
lengthened  at  their  extremities,  and  terminating  in  true  fibres.  In 
epithelial  tumors  are  found  cells  of  which  the  structure  is  similar 
to  that  of  the  epidermis  or  of  the  epithelium  of  mucous  mem- 
brane. Besides  these,  there  are  tlie  euchondroma  and  the  mela- 
notic tumors,  which  also  often  re-appear  with  great  rapidity,  and 
in  which  are  found  elements  differing  from  those  just  mentioned. 
Here,  then,  we  have  a  certain  number  ^of  tumors,  which  have  all 
one  of  the  most  important  clinical  characters  of  cancer — that  is  to 
say,  which  recur,  and  in  which,  neverthele-'S,  we  do  not  find  the 
itrue  elements  of  cancer,  that  is  to  say,  the  cancer  cells. 

The  principal  objectioa<«^  therefore,  made  to  the  microscope  are, 
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tbat  in  ibe  cancer  are  foand  cells  extremely  ^rariable  in  form,  anft 
no|  always  presenting  a  character  of  identity  ;  that  hoincBOinort>hie 
4&baracters  are  found  in  other  Rumors;  and  that  these  tauiors «aaie- 
times  re-appear  with  as  much  rapidity  attd  an  f.i tally  as  true  can- 
cer. To  these  ohjeetions  the  microicopists  reply  by  observing,  that 
DO  matter  what  may  be  the  anatomical  element  of  tumors,  they 
haV^  when  they  re-appear«  their  primitive  characters;  and  al- 
though some  oxceptions  seem  to  c^ntradicc  this  theory,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  microsope  has  been  eminently  useful  in  enabling 
us  to  make  a  more  accurate  an  itoinicil  description  of  such  tumors 
than  would  have  been  otherwise  ppssible.  In  fact,  it  his  indicated 
their  place  in  nosolo^ic.il  cljusifij.itiijn  Bit,  it  miy  be  ask^d,  if 
clinical  observation  ju-Jtifios  the  cl.i.^sifieation  of  tumors,  as  made 
by  the  microscope'?  Yes,  in  a  great  numbi-r  ol  cises  In  fict, 
every  surgeon  has  had  op|>()rtunities  of  verifying  that  the  marih 
of  cancioids  is  very  different  IVom  that  nf  scirrhus  and  encjpha- 
loid  cancers  True,  it  matters  not  which  nf  these  tumors  it  is, 
the  patient  always  ends  by  succumbing;  but  it  is  to  be  rjmark- 
ed,  that  the  march  of  the  disease  is  far  from  b.'ing  the  same.  Of 
course  there  are  points  of  identity,  sincj  ihjs  diseisjs  wt*re  ft  r  a 
long  time  confounded.  The  same  remark  may  be  m  ib  of  fibro- 
plastic tumors,  which  re-appear  on  the  same  spot,  or  in  somcother 
part  of  the  economy,  but  which  often  present  syniptoms  of  a  pe- 
culiar character. 

Another  much  more  serious  objec  ion  which  Ins  boen  made  to 
the  micrographic  examination  of  epithelial  and  fi!)n)  plastic  tu- 
mors, is,  that  they  are  composed  of  elements  whicii  exist  as  well 
in  the  economy.  Thus,  in  the  adjurated  chancre,  and  in  the  tis- 
sues indurated  by  inflammation,  are  found  fibro  plastic  elements, 
and  yet  these  latter  affections  have  a  march  whieh  is  entirely  their 
own.  They  do  not  recur.  In  warts  and  syphilitic  vegetations, 
epithelial  cells  are  met  with.  True,  warts  recur,  as  do  all  vege- 
tations, but  this  is  the  one  point  of  contact  they  have  with  can- 
croids; for  what  can  be  more  dissimilar  than  th«)se  benignant  al- 
terationss  and  an  affection  which  almost  always  kills  ?  And  it  is 
impossible  for  the  microscope  to  indicate  which  of  these  fibro  plas- 
tic and  epithelial  affections  are  susceptible  of  affecting  the  econo* 
my. 

We  think,  therefore,  that  instead  of  merely  describing  cancer- 
ous tumors  characterized  by  a  cell  of  a  particular  form,  there  is 
room  for  admitting  many  species  of  cancer — the  fibro-plastic  can-, 
cer,  the  epithelial  cancer,  the  cncephaloid  cancer,  the  scirrhus 
cancer,  and  the  melanotic  can^'or.  Each  of  these  species  of  tht 
£enu8  would  have  a  generic  cliaracter,  that  is  to  say.  its  re-ap- 
««%rance,  and  would  have,  for  specific  character,  the  anatomical 
"^nt  established  by  ths  micro^icope.     Possibly,  tho  mierojcop# 
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mwy  discover '1  generic  character  in  the  different  tumors  first  en- 
vmeriittHl,  but  it  in  certsiinly  not  the  cancerous  cell  which  should 
f)e  biken  us  the  point  of  departure  ;  since  it  does  not  exist  in  a  cer* 
tsiiii  nu' liber  of  tumors,  wliic))  are  very  properly  designated  under 
the  name  of  caiiccr. 

Other  obji'ctions  which  have  been  made  to  microscopic  obser- 
Tatiotis.  ap|)e:ir  to  us  of  no  ^reat  force.  Thus,  it  has  happened, 
that  where  one  micrograph  has  established  the  existence  of  th© 
eancetotts  cell.  nn«>ther  has  not  found  it  But  it  may  be  remark* 
ed.  that  one  or  more  erroi-s  on  the  part  of  an  observer,  should  not 
be  imputed  to  the  methi»d  itself;  th^ro  .ire  so  many  causes  of  er- 
ror in  an  instrument  requiriiii]^  such  delicate  management,  that  a 
slight  turn  of  the  screw  is  sufficient  to  change  the  whole  aspect 
of  the  tissuj  s  Be>ii!es  in  doubtful  cases,  how  often  do  we  se^ 
two  prac*titi<<n(  rs  of  ei^ual  hkiU  differ  in  their  diagnosis?  Id 
such  ca^es,  one  at  leant  ^must  be  wrong,  and  yet  the  science  of  the 
other  may  justly  nmairi  indisputable. 

In  the  actual  slate  of  things,  we  Cannot  except  all  that  the  mi* 
cro>co{)e  a.^stiis ;  but  we  may  say,  that  it  has  already  rendered 
great  servi  vfi,  and  wc  do  not  doubt,  that  it  will  continue  to  do  so. 
It  is  opened  to  the  reproach  of  having  advanced  too  far,  and  of 
having  t<»o  readily  flisiegard<  d  clinical  observation,  although  it 
was  tlieie  it  foui.d  the  facts  ^hieh  it  has  used  to  establish  its  doc* 
tiines.  We  must  add.  however,  that  more  recently  the  attentive 
examination  uf  facts  has  enabled  it  to  ado]:t  conclusions  more  in 
harmony  with  the  actual  development  of  disease. — ATnerican 
Med.  MofUhhj, 

A  Case  of  Vcrfehral  Pishrafion.  iriih  Favorable  Termincaion, 

By  J.  U.  lliCKKKMAN,  M.  D  ,  Tiffin  City,  Ohio. 

On  the  llih  of  December,  1852,  as  I  was  returning  from  a 
ride  to  the  country,  in  passing  R  Good's  residence,  I  was  accost- 
ed by  bin  lady  with,  *  Uh  !  Doctor,  fome  in  quick  ;  you  were  sent 
for,  but  l>eiiig  aWnt  we  Itave  sent  for  another  Doctor,  who,  how- 
ever, has  not  yet  arrived  '' 

Upon  enteiiiig  the  house  I  found  a  female  of  considerable  more 
thun  oidiiiary  size  l>iiigiii  bed  upon  her  back,  in  an  extended 
position,  with  the  head  blightly  tuined  to  the  light*  The  surface 
of  the  bo<ly  was  but  1  tile  below  the  natural  temperature,  pupils 
dilated,  pulse  ab.sent  at  the  wiist  and  elbow,  heart's  action  feeble 
and  scarcely  peiceptible,  respiration  absent,  except  an  occasional 
(one  in  :dK>ut  two  or  two  and  a  half  minutes)  gasp. 

I  learned  frou  the  bystanders  that  the  patient  had  been  throwD 
from  a  wagon,  the  >i  heels  of  which  had  traversed  the  epigastria 
tud  hypochun^lriao  regions  of  her  body. 
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At  first  I  looked  upon  the  case  as  one  in  which  organio  life 
partially  Bospended,  aa  a  result  of  the  shook  produced  by  the  full^ 
and  dispatched  a  person  to  a  neighboring  ^rrocery  for  some  brand jf, 
which  arrived  simultaneous  with  Dr.  £.  Reeme,  of  this  city,  who 
had  been  summoned  during  my  absence. 

The  brandy  was  given,  first  cautiously,  afterwards  more  liber- 
ally, without  at  all,  for  some  time,  effecting  the  circulation.  I 
BOW  advised  Pro/.  Good  and  lady  to  send  for  the  frienr  s  of  the 
patient,  (she  being  a  domestic  in  the  family.)  inasmuch  as  wa 
feared  the  existence  of  internal  hsBmorrhage,  aini  that  death  would 
ensue,  without  a  probability  of  surgical  relief  being  afforded. 

After  the  lapse  of  some  time  the  puUe  becan;e  perceptible  at 
the  wrist,  at  first  feeble,  but  soon  distinct  and  of  moderate  fullneaa, 
but  inegular,  and  in  quantity  of  from  sixty  to  ninety  ^  tha  min- 
ute, not  beating  at  the  same  rate  for  more  than  from  five  to  fifteeo 
continuous  seconds. 

I  now  suggested  to  Dr.  R.  the  propriety  of  artificial  respiration, 
which  waa  commenced  and  continued  for  about  the  space  of  half 
an  hour. 

Yertobral  dislocati  n,  at  this  stage  of  our  proceedings,  suggest- 
ed itself  to  m V  mind,  and  thrusting  a  finger  into  the  pharnyx  of 
the  patient,  discovered  a  well  marked,  nnd  easily  distinguished 
proniinence,  at  the  junction  of  the  fourth  und  fifth  vertebra. 

Upon  this  discovery  I  said  to  Dr.  R  :  ^*  If  you  put  your  finger 
down  her  throat  you  may  detect  the  nature  of  the  case."  Upon 
examination  Dr.  R.  said  :  *^  it  (the  protuberance)  was  very  well 
marked." 

After  tt  little  reflection  I  seised  the  patient's  head  under  my 
left  arm,  with  which  I  made  tr}«.ction,  and  with  the  index  finger  of 
the  right  hand  in  the  patient^s  throat,  I  made  firm  pressure  obli- 
quely upward,  backward  and  to  the  left ;  after  continuing  this 
pressure  for  about  forty  to  fifty  seconds,  the  part  against  which 
the  finger  was  placed  gradually,  yet  quickly,  receded  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  the  pressure  was  made,  and  instantly  as  quickly  in- 
deed as  the  act  could  possiply  be  executed,  the  pntient  opened  hctr 
eyes,  and  natural  respiration  was  establishetl.  The  patient  imme- 
diately became  conscious  of  what  was  transpiring  about  her,  recog- 
nised the  persons  present,  and  upon  bemg  asked  if  she  was  suffer- 
ing any  pain,  signified  by  signs  (being  unable  to  speak,)  that  she 
had,  and  when  asked  its  locality,  referred  to  the  epigistrio  and 
hypoch(«ndriac  regions. 

Two  hours  after  the  above  occurrence  I  again  saw  the  patient, 
and  found  her  comparatively  comfortable,  with  a  pulse  of  80, 
somewhat  small  and  hard,  and  respiration  nearly  n^itura).  At  7 
'"'clock  P.   M.,  eight  hours  after  the  occurrence  of  the   accident, 

'tion  had  ensued,  accompanied  with  Lot  surface,   aecelerated 
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breathipg  qtiick,  full  pulse  and  thirst ;  blood  wns  now  ahstrnctcd 
to  the  amount  of  about  25  oz,  a  saline  cariiartic  or'cied.  and  T^rt/ 
£f)jet  given  in  solution  in  sedative  di  ses.  and  the  patient  wns 
8p<*edilj  restored  to  perfect  health,  which  has  been  uninterrupteply 
enjoyed  up  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of  twenty-six  months  — 
Ohio  Med,  and  Surg*  Journal 


Indications  for  Treatment  in  Fever  afforded  by  the  state  of  th^ 
Heart, 

In  one  of  the  Clinical  Lectures  on  Fever,  delivered  by  Dr. 
Srokes,  in  the  Meath  Hospital,  hublin,  and  reported  by  Dr  Ly- 
ons, are  these  very  important  and  practical  remarks  : 

*'  I  have  sometimes  observed  th.it  stu^ients  were  under  a  misap* 

Erebension  about   the  doctrines  which  we  have  long  held  in   this 
ospital  with  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  h«'art  as  a  guide  for 
the  use  of  wine.     They  have  come  to  the  erroneous  opinion  that 
we  are  only  to  give  wine  where  we  find  the  want  of  the  first  aound 
of  the  heait  and  that  we  are  not  to  giv4  wine  where  the  heart  is 
acting  well.     This  is  a  mistaken  view  of  the  matter.     What  we 
have  established  as  to  the  state  of  the  heart  in  connection  with  the 
effect  of  stimulants,   is  simply  this,—  we  have  ascertained  that  the 
efficacy  of  stin.ulanis  is  often  dinctly  as  the  debility  of  the  heart. 
It  has  been  also  ascertained  that  the  power  of  hearing  stimulants, 
their  effect  upon  the  nervous  system,  their  g(M)d  effects  on  the  gen- 
eral condition,  are  directly  as  the  wt  akness  of  the  heart.      We  may 
lay  down  as  a  rule,  that  there  are  three  conditit»ns  of  the  heart  to 
be  looked  at  by  the  practical  man  in  the  treatment  of  fever.     In 
one,  we  have  an  excited  heait  -a  violei.tly  exeited  heart  all  through 
the  case ;  and  this  heart  may  be  excited  and  violent,  altliou^^^h  tlie 
symptoms  be  those  of  extreme  adynamia,  although  the  suifuce  be 
cold,  the  breath  cold,  and  the  pulse  so  feeble  t«.at  it  cannot  be  dis* 
eovercd.     Nay,    the  heart   may   act  with  great  force   for  aeveral 
days  and  yet  there  be  no  pulse  at  the  wrist.     This  is  one  ca*e« 
Id  t^e  next  ca^^e,  we  fiiid  exaetly  an  opposite  condition,  in  which 
the  systolic  foice  of  the   heart  is  dimini.^hed.     This  is  ^hown  hy 
loss  of  impulse  of  the  heart,  by  diminution  of  the  first  sound,  ana, 
in  ceitain  cases,  by  extiiictiou  oi  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  wl  ile 
the  second  remains.     This  is  a  case  which  calls  for  wine,  ai  d  in 
i^bich   you  should  give  it :    it  is  a  case  in  which,  in  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  instances,  wine  will  agree  with  the  patient.     There  is  a 
third  set  of  cases  in  which  the  heart  does  not  seem  to  be  im)/lica- 
ted  at  all  in  the  course  of  the  disease,  in  which,  notwithstatiding 
the  existence  of  the  most  extraoidinary  group  of  symptoms  affect- 
ing various  organa,  the  heart,  in  the  middle  of  the  storm,  aeema 
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to  be  in  a  state  of  calm  and  gentle  quiet.  If  we  compare  these 
throe  sets  of  cases  \^ith  a  view  to  prognosis,  we  may  ariange  them 
in  this  way.  The  case  of  excited  heart  all  through,  with  feeble 
puisne  and  with  adynamia,  is  unquestionably  the  worse  case. — 
There  is  no  worse  symptom  in  fever  than  an  excited  heart.  It  is 
especially  a  bud  symptom  when,  with  that  excitement,  we  find  a 
feeble  pulse.  The  next  will  be  the  case  of  sinking  of  the  heart; 
and  the  most  favorable  case  is  that  in  which,  as  I  said  before,  the 
heart  seems  to  escape  disease.  But  you  are  not  to  suppose,  that 
because  you  have  an  excited  heart,  you  are  not  to  give  wine  if  the 
symptoms  of  the  patient  require  it;  and  you  are  not  to  suppose 
toat,  because  the  heart  is  not  affected  at  all.  you  are  to  withhold 
wine  if  the  genei'al  symp.oms  require  it.  You  are  not  to  tbund* 
your  exhibition  of  wine  upon  any  one  thing ;  you  are  to  take  the 
general  state  of  the  patient  into  consideration.  What  we  have 
done  is  to  discover  an  intelligible  practical  rule  which  will  guide 
you  in  the  use  of  wine  in  ceruin,  I  think  in  many  cases ;  but  you 
arc  not  to  suppose  that  because  this  man  has  a  clear  first  soun  i  at 
his  heart,  therefore  you  are  not  to  give  wine.  You  are  not  to  sup- 
pose that  because  the  heart  is  safe  you  can  do  without  wioe." 
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JPofirth  Anmiol  Report  of  the  Trvstees  of  the  Illinois  State 
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JPhysician's  Report  on  Closing  the  Roper  Hospital  after  th€ 
Yellow  Fever  Epidemic  of  1854,  in;ide  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Institution.  By  W.  T.  VVra(*g,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  H<i»- 
pital.     Charleston,  S.  C.  1855. 

Sanitary  Reports  of  the  City  of  Bufalo  for  the  Year  1854 
By  the  Board  of  Health.  Buffalo,  N.  Y.:  CUpp,  M^thjrs  k 
Co.,  Printers. 

Fiw  things  a&brd  a  more  pleasing  index  of  the  homanizing 
lendenciea  of  the  present  age,  than  the  roeapures  adopted  for  tht 
•eve  of  the  iielpless,  the  unfortunate,  and  the  sick. 

The  hospitals  for  the  sick  and  insane,  and  the  asylums  for  the 
Uind  and  deaf,  are  so  many  monuments  pointing  to  the  triumpha 
'of  teason  and  benevolence   over   human  ignorance  and  aelfiih* 

IMSS. 

The  first  of  the  reports  named  abore  is  a  pamphlet  of  SI  pages, 
ix>ntaining  the  Reports  of  the  Trustees  and  Superintendent  of  the 
Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois ;  and  also  the 
laws  of  the  State  regulating  the  admission  of  patients,  &c. 

From  it  we  learn  that  the  hospital  is  under  the  immediate 
charge  of  Andrew  McFarland,  M  D.,  Superintendent;  Charles  C. 
Cornett.  M.D.,  Assistant  Physician;  John  Henry.  Steward;  Elisa 
M.  Bogue,  Matron  ;  and  leabella  Uenry,  Hooaekeopen    The  re^ 
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port  of  the  Trustees  relabs  chiefly  to  the  financial  condition  of 
the  ho.<4pitul.  and  contains  nothing  of  special  interest  to  our  read- 
ers. From  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  we  learn  that :  "At 
the  date  of  the  lasi  report,  tliere  remained  in  the  instituion 
eighty-two  patients.  Since  tliat  time  there  have  been  admitted 
two  hundred  and  sixty-five  cases  ;  making  the  whole  number  who 
have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the  hospital  from  December  1st, 
1852.  to  December  1st,  1854,  three  hundred  and  forty-seven. 
Dliring  the  same  period  neaily  one  hundred  and  eighty  two  have 
been  discharged,  leaving  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  now  under 
treatment  As  the  hospital  affonls  accomm'^dation  for  the  two 
sexes  equally,  and  the  whole  had  been  occupied  the  most  of  the 
time  recently,  the  number  of  males  and  females  has  been  nearly 
the  same.'' 

Of  the  182  reported  discharged,  21  were  discharged  by  death, 
16,  by  order  of  the  Trustees,  unrecovered.  81,  by  request  of 
friends  unrecovered,  ai.d  the  remaining  114  recovered.  These 
results  compare  favorably  with  those  exhibited  by  the  best  insti* 
tutions  for  the  insane  in  our  country,  and  speak  well  for  the  skill 
and  faithfulness  of  those  who  have  the  institution  in  charge. 
There  is  one  recommendation  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent 
with  which  we  should  decidedly  differ.  It  relates  to,  and  encou- 
rages the  plan  of  aggregating  large  numbers  of  the  insane  in  one 
institution.  On  thin  subject  we  fully  agree  with  Dr.  L.  V.  Bell« 
and  others  who  have  had  much  experience  in  the  care  of  the  in* 
sane,  that  no  one  institution  should  contain  at  one  time  more  than 
from  200  to  250  patients. 

The  seojnd  report  named  in  the  caption  is  from  the  Trustees 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Butle*  Ilospit-il  for  the  Insane  at  Pro- 
Tidenco,  U.  I.  The  institution  was  founded  in  1848,  and  is  un- 
der the  immediate  manageme&it  of  Isaac  Ray,  M.D.,  Superinten- 
dent and  Physician  ;  Roger  0.  Perkins,  M  D.,  /Xssistant  Physi- 
cian ;  and  Mrs.  Sarah  D.  Lovett,  Matron.  Dr.  Ray  is  well  known 
among  those  who  have  devoted  much  attention  to  the  insane,  and 
bis  report  will  be  read  with  interest  The  following  paragraph 
will  show  the  number  cared  for  in  the  institution  during  the  ^e«r 

l&i,  and  the  results  of  such  care,  viz.: 
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**  On  tbe  Slst  of  Deceiober.  1853,  there  were  in  the  hooae  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  patientg — sixty-three  males  and  seviHitj* 
three  females.  During  the  year  ending  the  Slst  of  Decemberi 
1854,  there  were  admitted  eighty— thirty -one  males  and  forty- 
nine  females  ;  making  two  hundred  and  sixteen  under  care  in  thd 
course  of  the  year.  There  havi»  been  discharged  eighty-five— 
forty  males  and  forty-five  females;  leaving,  on  the  Slst  of  De« 
cember,  1854,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  patients.  Of  the  per- 
sons admitted,  twenty-two  were  from  other  States.  Of  the  ^re- 
maining fifty-eight,  twenty  one  were  supported  by  cities  and.towns, 
six  partly  by  the  bounty  of  the  State,  dispensed  by  the  Governor, 
and  thirty-one  entirely  by  private  means.  Of  thode  discharged, 
forty  had  recovered,  twenty  were  improved,  six  were  unimproved^ 
and  nineteen  died." 

The  third  report  in  the  list  named  is  that  from  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  Blind^  which  has  now  been  in^peration  nine- 
teen years.  The  special  design  of  this  noble  institution  is  to  afford 
instruction,  both  educational  and  mechanical,  to  the  hopelessly 
blind.  T.  CoMen  Cooper  is  the  Superintendent,  aided  by  a  full 
board  of  teachers — literary,  musical,  and  mechanical.  And  ^ 
know  of  no  public  institution  that  more  fully  deserves  the  confi- 
<l6Dce  of  the  people  than  this.  Ihe  following  paragraph  will  show 
the  number  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  institution  during  the 
the  year  1854,  viz.: 

''  The  whole  number  of  blind  persons  thus  receiving  education, 
4>r  the  means  of  support,  through  the  medium  of  the  institute,  is 
two  hundred  and  five.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-two  pupils, 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  are  beneficiaries  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  six  are  supported  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  thirteen  bj^ 
their  friends,  two  by  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  and  five 
are  received  gratuitously  by  the  institution." 

Only  three  deaths  occurred  among  the  inmates  during  the  year. 
In  addition  to  the  usual  topics  treated  in  this  report,  is  an  inte- 
resting report,  by  J.  G.  Adams,  M.  I).,  one  of  the  Board  of  mana- 
^*rs,  giving  '^an  acCi>ui)t  of  t  le  [iHtitutioas  for  the  Blind  visited 
by  himduri  g  his  abience  in  Europe  daring  the  years  185S — 4." 
The  institutions  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Adams  are,  the  InstUiU  de$ 


174  BOOK  NOTICES. 

JeunBS  AveugJes,  Paris;  the  School  of  the  Indigent  B'iniy  ia 
St  George's  Fields,  S>uth\?.irk,  L)aJjri ;  aail  the  School  for  the 
BUnd/m  HirJiniQ  St.,  Livjrpool. 

We  cannot  analyze  this  piper  without  giving  it  entire;  ?md  for 
this  we  have  not  room  at  present.  Dr.  Ailams  stites  the  propor- 
tion of  blind  psrson-j  in  Earop3  to  be  1  in  1-4J)  inhi^itints  ; 
in  the  United  States,  somowbat  larger;  w!iiL»  in  Ejypt  it  is  as 
high  as  one  in  every  100. 

The  fourth  report  namsl  in  tha  list  at  th)  h3.1l  of  thi^  pip3r  is 
an  exceedingly  interesting  on3,  from  Dc.  W.  IV  Vfcxs^^,  of  Ciir- 
leston,  S.  C.  Ta3  Rjpjr  lljs^)it;il  sjiiai  10  hxv^  bjea  a  te:np)- 
rary  institition,  made  necessary  by  the  severe  prevalence  of  Yel- 
low Fever  in  the  city  of  Charleston  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
of  1854.  The  report  of  Dr.  Wragg  contains  very  much  interest- 
ing and  valuable  matter ;  but  it  is  so  judiciously  condensed  and" 
statistical  in  its  arrafigement,  that  no  adequate  idea  can  be  given 
of  its  contents  by  a  further  analysis.  Tiio  f  >llo\viug,  in  relation 
to  the  nature  of  Yellow  Fover,  and  the  onditions  gf  the  urine 
during  its  progress,  is  well  worthy  of  careful  considerati  in, 
viz : 

And  I  may,  perhaps,  not  be  going  beyond  the  sphere  of  ray  du- 
ty on  this  occasion,  in  suggesting  a  coaiiectii>n  beiwjju  this  vitia- 
ted state  of  the  fluids  of  ihj  st).nich  an  I  a  disMs^d  cjidition  of 
the  great  sympathetic  nerve,  iiidicateil  by  that  symptom  which 
was  shown  above  to  havj  bjen  tha  only  i/iy  t/-/t'>/e  attend  int  of 
the  disease,  viz: — Pain  in  the  back,  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  ever 
we  arrive  at  such  perfection  in  our  niviaus  of  exauiiiing  tlie  ner- 
vous system,  as  to  be  able  to  detect  the  existence  of  ilisease  with 
certainty  as  well  as  accuracy  in  these  tissues,  we  will  find  that 
in  yellow  fever  the  synipatheiic  system  is  in  tiiat  state,  and,  as  a 
oonsequence,  deranges  ail  the  secretory  actions  of  the  digestive 
apparatus.  Such  a  view  eni')bs  \xi  to  a;j)  i  il  iic  all  t'u  sy  np- 
toms.  The  deep  seated  piiin  along  the  dosal  region,  most  violent 
at  the  points  corresponding  with  the  plexuses  of  trie  nerve  in  i|Uea- 
tion,  and  the  radiations  of  this  pain  from  these  points  to  the  dis- 
tributions of  the  nerve,  in  some  cases  invulving  the  entire  area  of 
its  ramifications;  the  intense  nausea  and  o')siin:ite  voinuing.  which 
are  found  to  begin  long  before  any  traces  cm  he  discovered  of  le- 
■inn  in  any  other  of  tlie  tissues  of  the  stoinich;  the  entire  altera- 
of  all  the  secretions,  and  conse(jueat  arrest  of  ihj  fanctioQi  of 
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digestion,  fee  ;  the  tendency  to  early  solution,  and  even  disaolu' 
tion  of  ihn  Hlood :  nml,  fi  ally,  the  heavy,  dull  and  painful  op- 
pression in  ihe  wh<«le  nhiioniinal  region,  including  the  space  fiom 
the  umbilicus  to  the  pubis,  are  strongly  inferential,  if  not  positive 
proofs  of  the  diseased  condition  of  .this  great  system.  By  reflex 
action  from  this  important  nerve,  ibc  whole  s[)ino-cerebral  system 
is  biought  into  disoidered  action,  and  hence  the  train  of  general 
symptoms  familiar  to  all. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  place  to  elaborate  such  views.  I 
'have  refened  to  them  as  explanatory  of  other  derangements  of 
the  geneial  system,  which  I  must  now  proceed  to  touch  briefly 
upon. 

Before  leaving  the  intestinal  canal  and  its  disordered  fnnction^ 
I  will  refer  to  one  other  appearance  as  corroborative  of  the  ideas 
fuggesttd  in  relation  to  the  existence  of  muriatic  acid.  As  the 
blue  or  ocean- ^reen  color  of  the  vomited  fluid  is  seemingly  due  to 
this  acid,  mixed  with  bile  or  saliva  in  the  upper  part  of  the  canal, 
80  the  gra.'-s-j^reen  hue  of  the  stools  appears  to  depend  on  a  mix- 
ture of  bile,  with  the  same  acid  in  the  parts  of  that  tube  below 
the  stomach.  It  is  easy  for  any  one  to  satisfy  himself  of  these 
effects  fr<m  such  mixtuies  by  experiments  out  of  the  body. 

A  symptom  which  was  noted  as  of  fearful  consequence,  was 
suppression  of  urine.  It  was  present  temfiorarily  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  cases  during  the  eaily  part  of  the  first  stage,  and  in 
15  it  was  persistent,  continuing  to  three  days.  Of  the  15  thus 
affected,  12  died,  and  but  3  recovered.  This  condition  must  be 
carefully  distinguishable  from  the  retention  of  urine,  which  was 
also  tommon  even  when  it  could  not  be  referred  to  strangoary. 
The  latter  was  easily  overcome,  the  former  never  yielded. 

It  may  be  as  well  for  me  to  finish  what  I  wish  to  say  on  this 
subject.  'J  houjih  scanty  in  quantity,  yet  often  but  slightly  al- 
tered in  the  early  stage  of  the  fever,  it  offered  deviations  from  the 
healthy  standaid  in  the  second  and  third  stages  of  great  impcnr- 
tance. 

First :  It  was  found  to  eliminate  from  the  system  an  immense 
quantity  of  bile  in  those  cases  in  which  jaundice  succeeded  as  one 
of  the  secondary  symptoms. 

Second  :  It  canied  oft*  free  hydrochloric  acid  in  a  considerable 
number  of  cases,  as  was  shown  when  the  tests  for  that  substance 
were  used  ;  and  I  am  dij»posed  to  believe,  from  the  frequent  pre- 
sence of  this  acid  in  the  stomach  and  intestines  during  the  early 
stage  of  the  fever,  that  its  existence  in  tho  urine  takes  place  ear- 
lier, and  is  nxic  fiei^uent  than  we  are  yet  aware  of.  It  has  not 
been  possible  for  me  to  institute  a  comparison  between  the  number 
of  deaths  and  recoveries  in  cases  where  this  state  of  the  urine  was 
made  out.     It  appears  to  have  been  coincident  with  £reat  danger 
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to  the  patient;  but  it  will  be  a  point  of  much  interest  to  be  inves- 
tigated hereafter,  whether  its  presence  in  the  urine  at  thi8sta«;eof 
the  disease  is  not,  as  in  the  case  of  bile  under  the  s.ime  circum- 
stances, proof  of  the  existence  of  an  eliminative  action. 

Third :  There  were,  in  a  few  cases,  red  sedimentary  deposits, 
consisting  of  urate  of  ammonia,  colored  with  purpurine. 

Fourth :  Large  quantities  of  organic  debris,  apparently  epithe- 
lial scales,  kc,  were  found  in  a  few  cases. 

For  these  results  o^  chemical  analysis  of  the  urine,  I  am  in- 
debted to  Dr.  Ford,  whose  careful  researches,  though  not  suffi- 
ciently corroborated  by  repetition,  will,  I  am  dispostd  to  believe, 
when  completed  and  given  to  the  public,  be  found  to  open  some 
new  views  of  this  disease."  & 

The  whole  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  hospital  was  254,  of 
whom  92  died,  and  162  recovered.  Of  the  whole  number,  the 
black  vomit  occurred  in  74.  Cf  this  number,  9  recoviTcd  after 
throwing  it  up,  and  68  di^d.  In  relation  to  treatment,  Dr.Wragg 
says  :  >'  I  repeat  that  no  reliance  was  placed  on  any  specific,  and 
though  I  tried  all  that  I  conscientiously  thought  that  I  might  use 
with  safety,  or  a  hope  of  success,  my  chief  dependence  was  on  the 
application  of  such  general  principles  as  seemed  to  find  their  re- 
quired conditions  in  the  symptoms  before  me" 

The  fifth  and  last  paper  in  the  list  given  above  is  chiefly  occa« 
pied  with  the  report  of  James  M.  Newman,  M.D.,  Health  Physi- 
cian, in  relation  to  the  cholera  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  during  the 
year  1854.  The  report  occupies  43  pages,  and  is  accompanied  by 
Meteorological  Tables,  a  chart  showing  the  streets  in  which  the 
cholera  prevailed,  and  tables  exhibiting  the  entire  mortality  of  the 
city  from  all  diseases.  It  is  printed  in  good  style,  by  order  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  City.  We  are  not  sure  but  the 
City  Physician  and  Common  Council  of  Chicago  •  might  take  a 
useful  hint  in  relation  to  their  own  duties  from  this  report.  It  is 
well  drawn  up,  minute  in  its  details,  and  well  worthy  of  perusal. 
The  appended  tables  show  a  gross  mortality  during  the  year,  from 
all  diseases,  of  2,936:  of  which  572  are  reported  from  epidemic 
cholera;  187  from  cholera  infantum;  21  from  cholera  morbus;  90 
from  dysentery;  266  from  consumption  ;  and  from  iutempcrancs 
and  delirium  tremens  82. 

The  population  of  Buffalo  in  reported  to  be  80,000,  which  would 
lake  the  average  mortality  of  the  city  for  1854  about  1  in  ST. 
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On  Tfijerfhn  f^ffh^  Brnnr/naf  7V*e»,  and  Tnherrtihr  CatUks 
ofiite  Lvirj'^.  By  IIokacb  Oubkn.  M  1)  .  LL  D  .  Prcfiidint 
of  the  Faculty,  ni'd  rrof<»sj»or  of  tlie  Tlu^ory  mikI  Pnictiw  of 
Me«Heirie  in  "the  Now  Yt»ik  Me'lcl'  Cnlle<!e:  0»rre.<pnnnin;; 
Fellow  of  the  London  Mid  cal  Society.;  Member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  &c. 

This  is  a  monograph  of  20  pages,  i^-pnhlis}»ed  from  the  January 
number  of  the  American  Medical  Monthly.  In  it  the  author  not 
only  defend.^  his  chiim  to  priority  in  the  pnictice  of  introducing 
a  sponge  prohn?  g  into  the  larynx.  f«»r  tlie  trrntmont  of  laryngeal 
diseases  but  he  claims  to  have  recently  extended  this  practice  so 
far  as  to  intioduce  a  tube  through  the  larynx  into  the  bronchial 
tube,  and  inject  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver  into  the  branches  of 
the  bronchia,  kc.  Dr.  Green  claims  to  have  treated  se^^iral  cases 
by  injecting  from  one  to  two  dra'^lims  of  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  into  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  with  much  benefit  to  the 
patents  The  following  is  the  concluding  paragraph  of  his 
paper: 

"Jn  conclusion,  it  is  maintained  th;it  the  direct  medication  of 
the  lungs,  by  means  o^  rafheterism  uf  the  wr-iitbes^  an  operatioo 
I  believe  not  before  neifuiuicd,  l.as  bem  npeatnlly  hceomplished; 
that  the  Of  eration  may  be  performed  by  the  dixterous  surgeon 
with  ease  and  facility,  and  witli  perfect  safety  to  the  patient ;  and 
that  the  results  of  this  meihwl  of  treating  di^jease,  whether  it  has 
becii.eii)ph)ytd  hi  brunchial  afftciions.  or  in  the  commencement  pf 
tuberculos^is,  havo  already  afforded  the  most  gratifying  indications 
that  piactical  medicine  will  be  greatly  advanced  by  ihii  discovery." 
JUirabde  dictu. 

A  MnnvaJ  of  Palltohsrlccd  Atmh^nty.  By  C  ITa  vFrm.D  JoNia, 
M.B.,  F.l.S  ,  Fvilow  fd'  the  18'iyal  College  of  I'hysiciatw.  A»- 
siatiitit  PI»yh!Cian  to  aul  Lcciuiei  on  IVthulogy  at.  ?t,  Mary's 
lloapiial;  ami  Edward  II  ^lhVfc;Kl^t*,  M  l>.,  Fillowyr  i^a 
Boyal  College  of  Physicians.  Assi^taiit  Tliysician  to,  and  Lec- 
tuicr  on  Materia  Mtdica  at.  Si.  Mar>*s  l!«jspiial.  1  n>t  Ame- 
rican  Edition  levised.  with  &^7  llludtiiitioiia.  PhiUel^iA . 
Blauehard  and  Lea.     18u4. 

This  is  the  title  to  a  hirgc*si«ed  ociavo  volume,  well  laand  in 
ea!f|  cofttaiihsg  788  pages.    It  is  designed  (ot  a  siatidatd  work  nr 

2'd 


nS  BOOXKOTXCU.    '  r 

text-book  on  the  very  intereKting  nnil  im'^rtnnt  subject  of  Patlio* 

V»gicnl  Aratf  n  y.  Tl  v  f«  11«  vh  /?  me  tlic  gciirial  ti  |>u-s  c^ij^cu^scd 
in  the  wmk.  us  ii  (licjitcd  in  ihv  t;iF»ro  of  contcnis,  viz  :  1st  Gi^ne- 
to]  Patliol  gicjtl  Aliitcny.  .d.  Pnlliulrgicnl  Anatomy  of  the  Ali- 
S)rntAiy  Girial,  Cfl.  Patl  oli>gic«l  Anatony  of  tlie  Joints.  4lh. 
Pathologicnl  AunUny  of  tlie  Niivous  Systmi.  M).  Pathological 
Anntony  of  tl  e  (  ipii  8  of  Ciiculalicn.  Gih.  Pathological  Ana-  f 
toiry  ( f  tie  0  gaiis  of  iNpjjiratioii.  7th.  Pathological  Anatomy 
of  the  FcHiile  Onai  s  of  Ginciatiop.  8ih.  Paihologicar  Anatomy 
of  the  Osseous  Fystcni.  l-ih.  raiholo;;i(al  Anatomy  of  the  Uii- 
nary  AppaiatUA.  The  thaptcis  incliuUd  uiidcr  the  three  6i-st  and 
the  last  heads",  are  ^Mitten  hy  Or.  Jones,  and  those  enibraced  un- 
der the  other  fve  divi.*^io!8,  ly  1-r  ISii viking.  The  American 
publisheis  hare  added  many  illustrations  not  contiinid  in  the 
London  edition,  and  have  also  introduced  into  the  chapter  on  can- 
cerous growths  the  micro 'tropica  1  obj^ervations  of  Dr.  Donaldson, 
of  Baltimore,  on  the  chaiacteiistics  ef  the  true  cjincer  cell.  We 
bave  not  yet  I  ad  time  to  examine  the  contents  of  the  volume  with 
that  care  i^hich  is  necessary  to  enable  ns  to  mako  a  oitlcal  ana- 
lysis of  its  facts  and  doctrines;  but  we  have  no  hesitation  in  re- 
commending it  as  woithy  of  careful  and  thoiough  study  by  every 
OQfcmbcr  of  the  profession,  vheihir  old  or  young. 


Tr€iv»artifiv9  of  the  Actr  //crm;;*///;c  Medical  So'Utr^  Beld  flt 
Concord,  June,  1854. 

This  is  a  well- printed  pnmjhlct  of  C6  pngcs,  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  State  Mtdieal  Society  duiing  its  Sir/j/  fourth 
Anuhtrmry  meeting  ;  the  Annual  AcMrcss  of  the  President.  Dr. 
Albert  Fniiih,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  D.irtmonth  Col- 
lege, N.  H. ;  the  Poetry  of  the  Midical  Pro^es-^ion,  an  Oration  by 
Dr.  Andrew  MeFailand.  Superintendent  of  the  Illinois  State  Hos- 
pital for  the  Insane;  and  a  Dissertation  on  the  necessity  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  chc  mical  ehnnges  that  take  place  in  the  human 
body  while  in  a  state  of  disease,  by  Dr  W.  II.  II.  Mason.  These 
•r«  Will  i^vitten  pioluctions.  That  of  Dr.  Smith  is  headed,  ''  Con- 

rvatiim  in  Aledicite."    Aiid  tLouj^k  intdcstiiig  and  iri^ll  wiit* 
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ten  it  H  cliiofl/  oeeapied  with  tho^e  general  consii«leratlon<  in  re- 
lition  to  the co:i(litioi)  of  tlu  prorji^io.i.  an  I  tlu  virioas  forms  of 
qiisickery,  which  h.ive  couititutw^l  tiie  sCapb  of  so  miny  u(l«lre4ses 
during  the  list  few  y  Mrs.  Wo  are  al:n>it  liroil  of  this  Hpcie^  of 
literature,  ttuil  couM  wish  thit  evjry  physic  an  in  the  United 
States,  instead  of  mentioning  the  name  of  any  2«peciei  of  ipiack* 
•ery,  patliy,  or  ism.  during  the  next  fivo  yeard,  woulil  bend  all  his 
«nergios  to  a  thorough  improvement  of  hiinsjlf  and  the  profession 
to  which  he  belongs 

The  second  paper  is  in  the  form  of  an  Oration,  by  Dr.  Mi* Far- 
land,  now  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  for  the  Insitne  at  Jack* 
sonville,  in  tliis  State.  It  occupies  twtdve  pages,  aR<l  as  a  lite- 
rary production  is  hi;;hly  creditahle  to  its  author.  But  it  must  be 
read  entire  to  be  apiireciated  The  pajK'r  of  Dr.  M.ison  occupies 
nine  pages,  and  is  a  ju^tt  appeal  to  the  uiemSers  of  thj  Society  ia 
favoi  of  a  more  th.»iough  knovleilge  of  the  chemistry  of  man.  We 
think  a  society  siv/i/  Jour  ytiU':^  ol  I,  hke  thit  of  New  Ilimpshirei 
ehoukl  present  in  its  printed  tr^nsictions  iniro  strictly  ssientific 
m  tter  than  is  to  ho  l^iund  in  the  pimphlet  before  us  We  fear 
4>ttr  brethren  in  the  Granite  State  need  a  little  waking  up. 
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The  American  Medical  Associution. 

The  Eighth  Annunl  Mo'tinix  of  ihe  Amerioan  Medienl  Aflsocia- 
lion  will  be  held  iii  the  city  uF  PhiluJelphia,  on  TueacUy,  Muy  1, 
1865. 

The  Secretaries  of  all  the  Focieties  and  other  bodies  entitled  to 
representntion  in  the  Association,  nre  reqnestt^d  to  fonrtird  W  the 
undvrsigniMl  correct  lists oF  their  respective  delegiition^  0S  $aonus 
they  mmj  be  a/p//ehifed  ;  luid  it  is  eamestfy  desired  hj  the  Con- 
^  tnittee  of  Ari-angemcntd  that  the  appomttnents  be  made  ai  as 
early  a  period  a^  p<)«9.'<iMe. 

The  followin;^  nre  extnicts  from  Article  2d  of  the  Constitution: 

**  tach  Ih5.iI  P<»citty  shall  have  the  piivilc^^f  seiidtii|i;  one 
delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  residt-iit  uieinhers.  and  one  for 
every  additional  fraction  oF  more  than  haU  of  this  nuntber.  The 
faculty  ofi'very  regularly  const  it  uttd  niidical  college  or  chartered 
school  of  nieiiiciiie^  shall  have  the  )>rivilege  of  sending  two  dele* 
gates  The  piotessional  staff  of  every  chartered  or  municipal 
hospital  contiiining  a  hundred  inmates  or  more,  shall  have  the 
privile«;e  of  sending  two  delegates,  and  every  other  permanently 
organiz.d  medicti  institution  of  goinl  standing  shall  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  sendnig  one  delegate. 

**  Delegates  iepres<*nting  the  inrdical  staff  of  the  Uni:e<l  States 
army  and  luwy  shall  be  appointed  hy  the  Chiefs  of  Army  and 
Mavy  Medicul  Uureau. 

*'  The  number  ot  delegates  so  appointefl  sh'dll  bo  four  from  the 
army  medicul  officers,  and  an  e«|ual  number  from  the  navy  medical 
officers '' 

The  latter  clause^  in  relation  to  deleg^ites  from  the  army  and 
navy,  was  »dopte«l  us  an  amendment  to  thp  eonstitution  at  tha 
meeting  of  the  Association,  held  in  New  Yoik,  in  May,  1858. 

Fra.vcis  West.  M  D., 
One  of  the  Secretaries.  SS}'Z  Chestnut  bt.,  Philadelphia. 

By  the  above  notice  of  the  Secretary,  it  will  be  seen  that  an- 
other Annual  Meeting  of  the  Asaociation  ia  near  at  hand. 
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ir»Te  all  the  l^Iedical  Bocietics  and  Institutions  m  the  North- 
west appointed  their  deleg^ites  ?  If  not,  we  hope  thejr  will  do  00 
^ritboot  delay.  The  c  >ining  meeting  will,  douStless,  be  one  of 
Acie  jntrrest,  in  9  strictly  scieutifio  and  professional  aspect,  than 
any  which  have  preceded.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  thai  the  current 
of  OfMuioQ  in  the  profession  is  running;  strongly  in  favor  of  de^ 
TOtiog  more  time  and  care  to  the  reading  an  1  consideration  of 
such  scientific  papers  nnd  ivj^orts  as  may  be  presented,  and  less  to 
mew  iiiic»ceU.mi'bus  matters.  II'rctofui*e  much  time  has  been  poi)« 
Bumed  on  randvm  resolutions  and  vain  attempts  to  amend  the  con* 
atitution. 

Let  each  delegate  look  over  the  list  of  subjects  assigned  to  spe- 
cial committees,  and  study  those  subjects  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
be  pn pared  to  consider  and  act  upon  any  reports  that  may  be  pre- 
sented. We  say  this  much  without  wishing  to  convey  the  impres* 
sion  that  no  time  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  importax4  Bubje^t  of 
snedieal  educaiion. 

Wedo  thiuk.  however,  that  fewer  resolutions  and  more  pr€u:tioql 
49CiioH  on  thtssuhjt:ct  wuuld  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the  profes- 
sion. An  effort  will  pro'ubly  bo  lujde  at  the  coming  meeting  to 
so  far  efaaoge  the  constitution  as  to  permit  the  Annual  Meetings 
4o  be  held  permanently  in  Washington  city.  We  are  very  sarOi 
liowever,  tiist  audi  a  step  would  greatly  lessen  the  influence  and 
iinportanre  of  tiie  As:?ociati<  n.  If  there  is  one  single  constita- 
tional  provision  which  hm  contributed  largely  to  the  influence  of 
tite  national  organizition  ovor  the  whole  profession,  it  is  that 
whioh  prohibited  it  from  meeting  twice  in  succession  in  the  same 
place.  Oo  this  subject  we  Jiope  the  North- West  will  not  only  be 
well  represented,  but  al»o  well  united  in  opposition  to  any  change 
which  shall  aid  to  liCili^j  tho  Annual  Meetings  of  the  Asiopia* 
tion  in  one  section  of  the  Uuion. 


Convention  of  Deleqales  from  Me  Ileal  Colleges. 

OxB  of  oar  exchsngAs,  wo  thiuk  the^Xashville  Journal,  saggssts 
Ami  the  next  meeting  of  the  America  Medical  Association  shoald 
i  A  '-Natiouul  ConvemioB  #f4elegates  fcom  the  Medical 
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Colleges^  of  tho  w'nb  U.aDn,  tj  oni^ljf  praoticillj  iho  suSject 
of  medical  c<1ucatiun. 

Sucli  a  recojiiiiKMi  1  ilim  -.v-h  nnb  at  the  meeting  of  the  .\s9»- 
<jiation  in  Bo^toii.  in  ^8^^.  T.ie  |)r<»p»*ili«>!i  wi<  uuhIj  hy  a  com- 
mittee, con'*i^tin;5  of  Aloxjnl?r  II.  Suvjn*.  <»f  N.  Y;  G;orge  B- 
/Wood,  of  Piiil.i<lel|)hi;i;  aii<l  Jiiiithiii  Knight,  uf  New  Haven; 
^nd  onanimou-ly  adopted.  The  time  reCMnmLMided  for  thj  meet- 
ing was  a  few  d:iys  before  t!ie  Atiimal  Meeting  of  ihe  .Vsjwciatioa 
in  Cincinnati,  in  18 jO.  But  tlu  Cull*ge4  p:'id  \ht  heed  to  it  what- 
ever. Pel  haps  a  renewal  of  tlij  rcc>  mii  iidotion  would  meet  with 
success.  We  are  in  favor  of  irying  it,  for  we  are  Cviufident  that 
such  a  meeting  would  result  in  much  goMl. 


Cock  County  Medical  Sociefi/—  Viri(,\  i. 

At  the  regnhir  meeting  of  th  •  Co  k  Co  Medical  Socirty  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  Fehiuoy  IS'lj.  Dr.  N.  S  D.ivi^.  chuirnian  of 
the  Committee  on  £pidi*inies,  call  d  ihe  at tenti«m  of  members  to 
the  recent  unusual  prevahitce  of  Small-Pox  in  the  city,  lie 
said  the  disease  had  been  devel  >|)jd  Wiih  a  rapidity  and  to  all  ex- 
tent not  easily  explained  on  the  s»u[i]n».^itio!i  of  contai^ion  or  sim- 
ple communioability  from  o.ic  to  another.  Tli»i4  previous  to  the 
first  of  January  there  had  hjoi  so  few  eases  in  the  city  that  the 
subject  had « attracted  no  atteiit  on;  otiy  one  ci«o  havi  tg  come 
directly  under  tho  o1).'<ervatitm  i»f  ilie  reporter  Jieiween  the  sixth 
and  the  tenth  j:)f  that  month  thedis.MSv;  .•sprung  up  as  if  by  magio 
in  almost  every  section  of  the  city,  and  to  sonu  extent  among  all 
classes  of  the  people.  Twenty  cases  had  come  under  hiA  own  oare 
which  had  their  beginning  during  that  biief  p  'viul.  Six  of  these 
vere  unmodified  by  prcvijui  v.icoin.iti  mi.  the  eruption  Wiis  exten- 
sively confluent,  and  the cons»tituiional  symptoms  very  severe.  Tho 
other  14  cases  occurred  in  patients  who  h.id  been  previouiily  vac* 
cinated,  and  were  moilifivd  so  as  to  piesciit  almost  every  variety  of 
Varioloid,  from  the  slightest,  wiili  a  mild  premonitory  fever  and 
not  more  than  a  dosen  pustul  s,  to  a  degree  of  severity,  clu^ely 
resembling  the  milder  cise^  of  distinct  Variola.  From  tho  lOth 
^January   to  the  present  time  (Feb.  li)   only  tki'0$  neir 
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li«Te  cowr  under  lis  ol^prrvalion.  nnl  ihc^c  were  of  the  milder 
«l«i?8  of  Vii]'ol»'i<l  or  ilie  six  unii;<Mlific  *  cises  two  recovered 
M'itliout  ;tvy  uiilnv.-uil  ci  uscc^iu'i  rm.  tl  c  otli'r  fuui  |)reseiiU'cl  sym- 
ptoms of  t  lie  no  t  iiiali;:!  :iM  nv  |>('iuicious  ilinncu'r  from  the  bo* 
giimiiig.  siTiil  all  pn»v\fl  ta  al  Ik-iwcoh  ilie  scveuili  and  fourteenth 
<l»iya  afltr  tin- atlark.  One  of  ilie-r  cast's  occurred  in  the  person 
of  a  }'tun;:  nan  wlu  \v;i?  juti  uccvciiny  fium  a  severe  attack  of 
Sul)  acute  Gar'tritU. 

The  onset  «>f  llie  vaiiulous  fever  was  marked  by  a  renewal  of 
the«:a8iiic  iiritation.  Ut  ^n«ll  i.n  extent  that  he  vomited  almost 
juccsFaiitly,  aicon|»:ni«d  bv  ;:re»i  di -tress  and  oppression  at  the 
rpigastiic  re;:ion  n  sn  all  nnd  c^n'rk  pnisc,  with  extreme  restless- 
ness The  ciuption  niade  it^  ap|K>arance  nt  tlie  end  of  the  fourth 
day.  but  was  arcoinj  ai.iid  by  tn.ly  a  veiy  moderate  diminution  of 
the  ga^tl:c  M  d  n  n>tiinti«>i  al  >yni|.tc  ins.  The  eruption,  too,  was 
C(-ni(>\hat  lecoliar.  Inseail  of  j  lestniing  distinct  pointed  eleva- 
tions in  the  .•^kin,  (iilar;^ih<^  in  ciiriiiiifeienco  fronidiy  to  day,  and 
8(0U  prtK'f  tit  g  a  i\(ll  niaikid  iiif\  i.tation  or  uinbilicated  9{)0t  m 
the  ceiitie.  they  appealed  n<o>tly  in  lar;;e  patches,  the  whole  sur- 
fiice  of  vli.iih  was  narltt  ivd,  a  «  tl»i<k'y  studded  over  with  mi- 
TiUte  vesicles,  altnost  ivsi'nibling  (•*»  iters  t»f  herpes,  t'ne  of  thcao 
patches  c  vered  theditire  face:  and  ili-y  were  so  numerous  over 
the  body  and  lititbs,  that  a'tir  the  tbiid  day  of  the  eruption, 
scarcily  the  amonnt  of  8*x  K^nme  inehes  of  sound  skin  remained 
ontle|ntiut.  'II  e  visiebs  <iii  ti.etsc  pa'ches  increased  in  8iz» 
very  blu\\ly  ;  01  dy  here  ai.d  there  one  ever  became  umbilicated 
or  d.eten  i  cl  with  any  flni  I  A '  <  ul  the  sixth  day  the  scarlet  red- 
ness be;ran  to  fade,  aiid  the  vcgielcs  be;;an  to  present  the  appear- 
ance of  di  ied  cutiel  •  Ti  e  swlln  g  <s\  ili  •  face  was  nt  no  time  aa 
great  as  is  olun  seen  in  in  ill  ca.ses  of  the  disease.  From  the  ap- 
peeiatice  * f  the  ueptini  the  po|.*e  b  came  a  little  slower,  being 
al)OUt  110  per  niinnte,  aiid  n  ore  full,  but  gaseous,  or  easily  com* 
piessid  Theie  was  n.ueh  il  ist  at  d  ustbs>no;  througliout  th^ 
progress  of  th  •  «:i  f  A  «iui  '1  o  s  vi  n  h  day  of  the  eruption,  the 
pulse  became  more  fr:qnt  nt  and  we.-.k,  the  mind  dull  and  some- 
what wandering,  and  d.nk  puijde  ep<its  appea  el  in  mny  of  the 
patches,  buih  oii  the   btdy  atid  txtiLmitics.     The   paticut,    when 
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•roused,  also  complained  of  a  sense  of  extrf  me  prostratloti  or  sink^ 
ing  in  the  epigastrium.  From  the  npp  arance  of  these  s/r  ptonrt 
he  sank  pretty  rapidly,  and  dieii  on  the  niiiih  day  after  the  first 
appearance  of  the  eruption.  Two  of  tlie  other  fatal  cases  presented 
symptoms  throughout  s  rongly  iTsen»bling  the  one  just  detailed. 
The  premonitory  fever  was  niaiked  by  extreme  gastric  iiritatiofl 
and  distress;  frequent  and  violent  vomitinij;  only  moderate  pain 
in  the  head  and  back;  the  pulse  from  110  to  120  per  minute, 
rather  small ;  the  skin  dry  and  hot ;  nnd  in  one  of  the  cases  fre- 
quent and  bloody  stools  for  two  days.  There  was  much  thirst  ani 
great  restlessness,  but  the  most  prominent  point  af  complaint  ira» 
the  extreme  distress  in  the  epigastric  region.  In  b<ith  these  c«st§ 
the  eruption  appeared  on  the  fourth  day,  and  presented  the  same 
general  characteristics  as  described  above  In  one  of  these  cases 
the  patches  of  scarlet  redness  appeared  first  on  the  hand  and  arms, 
and  subsequently  became  almost  continuous  over  the  whole  cuta- 
neous surface.  The  appearance  of  these  patches,  their  irregular 
development,  their  well  defined  deep  red  color,  and  the  hei-petio 
character  of  the  vesicles,  rendered  them  so  peculiar  that  two  or 
three  of  our  most  experienced  physicians  at  first  entertained  doubts 
in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  tlisease.  In  l»oth  these  cases  death 
took  pkce  in  what  should  have  been  the  suppurative  stage  of  the 
disease,  and  was  preceded  by  the  same  purpuric  spots  and  general 
typhoid  symptoms  as  in  the  case  first  described. 

The  fourth  fatal  case  presented  no  features  differing  from  an  or- 
dinary casere  of  sevc  Variola  until  the  completion  of  the  suppura- 
tive stage,  and  gave  every  indication  of  recovery,  when  a  copious 
diarrhoea  commenced  rath  r  suddenly,  ending  in  less  than  six 
hours,  in  a  free  hemorrhage  from  the  intestines,  and  a  speedy 
death.  The  fatal  dianhoea  in  tlii^^  case  occurred  simultaneously 
with  th«  inordinately  severe  snow  storm  of  January. 

It  was  remaiked,  that  of  the  20  cases  alludid  to  as  occurring 
between  the  sixth  and  the  tenth  of  January,  on  y  one  could  be 
traced  to  any  known  exposure  or  contjict  with  otiier  csises.  They 
irere  widely  separated  from  each  other  in  different  sections  of 
the  city,  and  among  different  classes  of  people  The  reporter  said, 
"  wa  add  te  these  cases  which  bad  come  under  his  owa  observa* 
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tiona  the  numerotts  others  ifhich  had  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
other  physicians,  having  their  beginning  duing  the  snnie  week. 
It  will  be  clearly  apparent  that  the  city  hid  been  visited  by  a 
distinct  Variolous  Epidemic  infiuence;  and  that  too,  of  the  same 
malignant  character  which,  in  the  middle  ages,  so  frequently  dec- 
imated tho  population  of  European  cities;  and  were,  it  not  that 
the  great  mass  of  the  citizens  arc  protected  by  vaccination,  he  had 
no  doubt  but  we  should  now  be  in  the  midst  of  one  of  thoie  loathe- 
Bome  pestilences,  which  make  one  shuilder  to  contemplate.  He 
stated  that  several  instances  had  >  een  reported  during  the  last 
three  weeks  of  attacks  of  varioloid  in  persons  who  had  previously 
had  the  same  disease. 

The  report  was  followed  by  a  discussion,  which  was  participat- 
ed in  by  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  Society  present  at  the 
meeting. 

Dr.  H.  Smith  said  he  had  a  female  patient  under  his  care  with 
yarioloid,  who  had  bad  the  same  disease  several  years  before,  and 
had  also  the  vaccine  pustule  in  childhood. 

Dr.  Bloodgood  doubted  the  full  protective  influence  of  vaccina- 
tion, and  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  large  majoiity  of  those  who 
bad  been  vaccinated  were  still  susceptible  in  some  degree  to  the 
variolous  poison,  lie  related  several  cases  in  which  varioloid  had 
followed  recent  vaccination. 

Drs.  Clarke  and  Miller  expressed  decided  confidence  in  the  full 
protective  powers  of  vaccination  when  the  virus  is  genuine. .  The 
latter  mentioned  a  case  of  vaiioloid  which  he  had  met  with  during 
the  past  month,  in  the  person  of  a  female  who  had  had  distinct 
variola  several  years  previous. 

He  also  thought  the  vaccine  virus  ought  to  be  renewed  more 
frequently  from  tho  cow.  To  this  Dr.  C.  G.  Smith  replied,  that 
the  experiments  made  by  Mr.  Ceely  in  England,  and  by  several  in 
Boston,  with  virus  direct  from  the  cow,  seemed  to  show  that  such 
virus  actually  exerted  no  more  protective  influence  than  the  ordi- 
nary matter  in  use. 

Dr.  N.  S.  L  avis  expressed  strong  confidence  in  the  full  protec- 
tive power  ot  the  vaccine  virus,  and,  as  an  illustration,  mentioned 
the  &ct  that  in   two  families  alone  between  twenty  and  thirty 
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persons  were  full/  exposed  to  the  small-pox  in  ita  serer^t  form 
during  all  of  the  second  week  in  January.  None  of  them  bad  any 
other  protection  than  that  of  a  previous  vaccination,  and  yet  not 
one  of  the  number  took  the  disease  even  in  its  mildest  form.  In 
one  of  these  families  was  a  little  child  who  had  not  been  vaccinat- 
ed until  two  days  after  she  had  been  fully  exposed.  The  vaccine 
virus  took  effect,  and  in  due  time  produced  the  ordinary  pustule 
on  the  arm.     She,  too,  entirely  escaped  the  variola. 

NoTB. — Since  the  meetitjg  of  the  society  at  which  the  above 
discussion  took  pla^e,  we  have  learned  that  about  the  same  time 
that  the  small-pox  appeared  in  this  city  in  so  unusual  a  degree,  it 
appeared  also  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  principal  towns 
throughout  the  North- West :  thus  affording  additional  evidence  of 
the  existence  of  a  true  epidemic  influence.  We  'regret  to  learn, 
by  the  last  Peninsular  Journal,  that  at  Ann  Arbor  it  proved  fatal 
to  three  members  of  the  class  attending  the  medical  department  of 
the  Michigan  University. 

Decrease  of  Medical  Students. 

We  cannot  yet  gather  from  our  exchanges  sufficient  returns  to 
enable  us  to  present  a  table,  showing  either  the  whole  number  of 
Students  or  Graduates,  who  have  been  in  attendance  at  the  various 
Medical  Colleges  of  our  country  during  the  past  winter.  Enough, 
however,  has  been  published  to  show  that  the  gradual  decrease  of 
both  which  has  been  taking  place  during  the  last  three  or  four 
years,  has  been  exhibited  in  a  much  more  marked  degree  during 
the  past  winter  than  at  any  time  before.  But  it  is  easy  to  per- 
ceive a  marked  difference  in  the  ratio  of  diminution  in  the  diff.'- 
rent  colleges.  Those  located  in  our  large  commercial  cities,  with 
good  advantages  for  clinical  or  hospital  instruction,  have,  as  a 
general  rule,  retained  nearly  their  usual  number,  and  in  the 
Rush  Medical  College,  of  our  own  city,  the  number  of  graduates 
bus  actually  increased.  But  in  most  of  the  colleges  located  in 
villages  and  rural  districts^  the  diminution  of  numbers  in  attend- 
ance has  been  very  great.     This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  indicates 

^  operation  of  an  influence   which  is  destined  to  induce  ulti- 
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matelj  a  most  salutary  change  in  our  system  of  medical  educa* 
tion.  Not  a  few  have  hastily  proclaimed  the  American  Medical 
Association  a  failure,  and  its  influence  over  the  Medical  Colleges 
a  nullity.  Such  have  looked  only  at  the  surface  of  things.  While 
it  is  true  that  neither  the  profession  generally,  nor  the  colleges 
have  formally  adopted  and  carried  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
AasociatioQ  in  regard  to  preliminary,  coUpge,  and  clinical  instruc- 
tion,  a  little  examination  will  show  that  the  influence  actually  ez- 
erte4  on  all  these  topics  is  decided  and  salutary.  Wj  are  certain, 
from  our  intercourse  with  both  practitioners  and  students,  that  the 
former  are  much  more  cautious  than  formerly  about  receiving 
into  their  offices  young  men  who  have  no  preliminary  education 
whatever;  and  the  latter  are  much  more  generally  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  a  higher  grade  of  intellectual  cultivation  to  ensure 
Buccess  in  the  profession.  Other  circumstances  have,  doubtless, 
exerted  more  or  less  influence  on  the  number  engaging  in  the 
Btady  of  medicine ;  but  the  increased  attention  excited  throughout 
the  whole  profession  by  the  annual  discussions  in  the  meetings  of 
the  Association,  has  accomplished  far  more  than  any  other  one 
cause.  So,  too,  the  position  taken  by  the  Association  in  regard  to 
the  gtesX  importance  of  true  hospital  clinical  instruction,  has 
been  the  chief  cause  of  the  greater  relative  concentration  of  stu* 
dents  in  those  schools  where  clinical  instruction  in  hospitals  can 
be  enjoyed. 

So  true  is  this,  that  should  the  same  ratio  of  decrease  in  the 
Dumber  of  students  attending  many  of  the  country  schools,  oon* 
tinue  one  or  two  years  longer  they  would  be  obliged  to  suspend 
altogether.  The  influence  of  the  Association  over  the  Medical 
colleges  in  another  important  particular,  is  already  visible.  Pre** 
vioua  to  the  existence  of  the  National  Organization,  there  was  no 
mode  by  which  the  most  active,  working  members  of  the  profes- 
sion could  be  brought  in  contact  with,  and  made  to  know  each 
other.  Hence  there  was  a  consunt  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 
colleges,  to  choose  men  to  fill  whatever  vacancies  might  occur  in 
their  respective  faculties  from  a  narrow  circles  of  friends  and  aU 
umni.  The  annually  recurrin;^  meeting?  of  the  National  Asso* 
diUion  aie  rapidly  eorrecting  this  evil,  by  brin^in^  the  most  act- 


188  EDITOKIAL. 

ive,  indastrious,  and  talented  members  of  the  profession  in  all 
flections  of  our  widely  extended  country,  not  only  in  contact  with 
ench  otlier  but  also  prominently  before  the  whole  profession.  It 
is  til  us  tliat  tlic  pofession  becomes  nationalized,  and  the  inflaenco 
of  mere  sectional  cliques  dcstutyed.  Let  the  same  tendency  be 
kept  up  by  sustaining  the  National  Association,  and  all  the  col- 
leges will  Foon  be  compfilKd  by  a  just  professional  sentiment,  to 
choose  men  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  will  occur  from  time  to 
time  in  tbeir  faculties,  from  among  the  most  talented  and  best 
qualified,  without  reference  to  the  section  or  locality  from  which 
they  may  come. 


Cka77ges  Editorial. — Dr.  G.  S.  Jones  has  retired  from  the  post 
of  Associate  Editor  of  the  BDSton  Medical  Journal,  and  Dm.  Wm. 
W.  Morland  and  Fiancis  Minot,  have  taken  his  place. 

Dr.  J.  0.  Hill,  has  commenced  the  publication  of  the  "Medi- 
cal Councillor,"  a  new  Journal  of  16  pages  issued  weekly,  at 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

Drs.  D.  J.  Cain  and  F.  P.  Porch'^r  of  Charleston,  B.  C,  hare 
retired  from  the  editorships  of  that  excellent  periodical,  the  Char- 
leston Medical  Journal  and  Review,  and  has  been  succeeded  bj 
Dr.  C.  Ilappokit. 

Dr.  Bennett  Dowler,  of  New  Orleans,  has  announced  his  re- 
tirement from  the  New  C'rlcans  Medical  and  Sui'gical  Journal, 
and  his  intention  to  commence  the  publication  on  the  first  of  May 
next,  of  a  **New  Orlear.s  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medicine." 

Each  number  of  the  new  Quarterly  is  to  contain  two  hundred 
and  sixteen  pages  octavo. 

C/iavges  Professorial — Dr.  E.  Brown  Scquard,  late  of  Paris, 
has  commenced  his  duties  as  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Richmond,  Va.  Professors  Walter  Channing  and  Jacob 
Bi^^elow,  two  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  Harvard  University  at  Boston,  have  retired 
^-om  the  Faculty  of  that  tinie-honoied  institution,  and  have  been 
cecdcd  by  the  apjoinlmeiit  of  Dr.  D.  11.  Sloier  to  the  chair 
L bstetrics  and   Medical   Jurisprudence,   and   Dr.  Edward  H. 
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Clarice  to  the  cfcarr  of  Materia  Medica.  A  Professorship  of  Clini- 
cal Medicine  has  also  been  created,  and  filled  by  Dr.  George  C. 
Shattack,  of  Boston.  Dr.  E.  Deming,  Prof,  of  Pathology  and 
Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  Missouri,  died  at  liis  residence  in  Lifayette,  Indiana,  on  tho 
the  23d  February,  aged  58  years.  Dr.  Quintard  has  resigned  the 
*  <5hair  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  in  the  Memphis  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  Dr.  Bene  La  Roche  of  Philadelphia  has  been  appointed 
4o  succeed  hitn.  The  late  class  in  the  Memphis  College  presented 
Dr.  Quintard,  on  his  retirement,  an  elegant  copy  of  the  Bible  as 
a  token  of  their  respect.  We  ihfcr,  from  the  comments  of  the 
Memphis  Recorder,  that  the  retiring  Professor  intends  to  enter  the 
Ministry. 


To  Oxtr  Subscribers, — The  present  number  makes  the  fourth 
•of  the  present  volume,  and  completes  one-third  of  the  present  sub- 
scription year.  Each  number  has  been  issued  with  regularity 
and  promptness  during  the  first  week  in  each  month.  But  not 
•one  sixth  of  our  subscribers  have  yet  forwarded  the  trifling 
amount  which  constitutes  their  individual  subscriptions.  Our 
Journal  has  a  wide  circulation,  and  if  its  subscribers  pay  up 
promptly,  they  will  not  only  ensure  our  best  passible  exertions  to 
make  it  interesting  and  valuable,  but  at  the  end  of  the  pre^nent 
volume  we  shall  put  it  in  new  type,  and  add  sixteen  pages  to  its 
reading  matter.  What  say  you,  brethren  of  the  profession  in  the 
Korth-west — shall  we  make  our  Journal  not  only  one  of  the  bestj 
but  also  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Unjon?  If  you  desire  this,  do 
jour  part,  and  I  certainly  will  do  mine.  N.  8.  D. 


To  Contributors. — Communications  have  been  received  from 
Drs.  Hunt,  Higgins  of  Aurora,  and  Dodson  of  Morris.  The  first 
was  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  JEsculapiau  Society.  All 
these  will  receive  due  attention  in  our  next.  Dr.  Ilutohinson  is 
informed  that  his  observations  with  the  microscope  would  be 
liighly  acceptable.  Indeed  we  wish  many  more  of  our  patrons 
would  favor  us  with  the  results  of  their  experience  an<^  "'- 

4iODS. 
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College  Vaeaneies. — ^Notice  is  hereby  given  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  resignation  of  Prof.  John  McLean,  the  chair  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  Ri\sh  Medical  College  has  be- 
come vacant.  The  chair  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  in  the  same 
institation  is  also  vacant.  Applications  for  appointment  to  both 
these  places  will  be  received  by  the  President,  Prof.  Daniel  Brai- 
nard,  until  the  15th  of  June  next. 


Health  Officers. — Dr.  Isaiah  P.  Linn  has  been  appointed  City 
Physician  for  the  ensuing  year.  Dr.  B.  McVickar  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Health.  The  Mayor,  Dr.  L.  D.  Boone,  is  alsa 
eX'Offi^io  member  of  the  same  board.  The  city  of  Chicago  thus 
has  the  services  of  three  medical  men  combining  both  talent  and 
experience  in 'her  health  department.  The  citizens  will  bo  justly 
disappointed  unless  better  sanitary  regulations  are  enforced  than 
heretofore. 


Total  Abstinetice  and  Phthisis. 

A  writer  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  Feb. 
15th,  1855,  over  the  signature  of  "  Michigan,"  makes  the  fol- 
lowing assertion  : 

"But  the  proposition  is  incontrovertible  that  phthisis  has  in* 
creased  upon  the  spread  of  total  abstinence  in  almost  exact  pro- 
portion." 

Will  our  brother  editors  of  the  Boston  Journal  ask  their  cor- 
respondent, "  Michigan,"  to  give  us  and  the  world  facts  and 
figures  on  which  he  bases  this  ^^  incontrovertible  proposition  f*^ 
They  would  be  of  much  value  to  the  profession,  provided  they 
have  any  existence.  The  same  writer  i^lso  says  :  '^Alcohol,  in  its 
various  forms,  may  be  called  upon  through  its  easily-absorbed 
hydro-carbon  to  yield  heat  and  I'espiratory  foodV 

Will  he  furnish  the  proof  that  alcohol,  in  any  of  its  forms,  is 
capable  of  yielding  either?  • 


Fiud  Oil  in  tht  Treatment  of  Phthisis, 

\  in  the  Boston  Medical  Journal  for  March  Isti  two 
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of  well-marked  tubercalar  phthisis  reported,  whieh  were 
treated  by  fusel  oil  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  One 
patient  took  the  oil  seven  months,  during  which  time  she  gained 
20  pounds  in  weight,  and  was  discharged  relieved.  The  other  was 
under  treatment  with  the  oil  eight  months,  daring  wtaftk  time  she 
gained  in  weight  13  pounds,  and  was  much  relieved  whea  dis- 
charged. The  oil  was  given  in  doses  of  from  four  to  9xx  drops 
after  each  meal.  The  fusel  oil  is  obtained  in  ihe  process  of  man- 
ufacturing alcohol  from  the  more  dilate  spirits.  It  would  seem 
^o  he  worthy  of  further  trial. 


Cubebs  in  Incontinence  of  Urine  in  Infants. 

The  Memphis  Medical  Recorder  says  that  '^  Dr.  Driters  believes 
that  nocturnal  incontinence  in  children  is  due  to  atony  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  in  which  no  remedy  has  greater  power  than 
cubebs.^^  It  should  be  given  two  or  three  times  a  day  for  some 
time.  We  have  seldom  failed  to  remedy  the  sam3  class  of  cases 
by  giving  tinct.  cantharides,  in  suitable  doses,  for  a  very  few  days. 
There  are  cases,  however,  dependent  on  morbid  sensitiveness  of 
the  coats  of  the  bladder,  instead  oi  atony ^  in  which  soothing  and 
alkaline  remedies  are  required. 


Fissures  and  Excoriations  of  the  Nipple. 

M.  Bourdel,  of  Montpelier,  states,  in  the  Ghizette  des  Hospitome, 
that  the  tinct  of  benzoin,  when  applied  pro})erl7,  is  a  sure  remedy 
tor  that  most  troublesome  and  painful  affection  termed  fissures 
and  excoriations  of  the  nipples  in  nursing  women.  He  applies  the 
tincture  with  a  hair  pencil  directly  to  the  cracked  or  ulcerated 
surface,  so  as  to  compUtely  cover  it.  The  application  should  be 
repeated  often  enough  to  keep  the  covering  that  is  left  by  the 
evaporation  of  the  tincture  complete.  The  first  application  pro- 
duces considerable  smarting,  but  the  subsequent  ones  are  painless, 
or  nearly  so ;  and  the  child  continues  to  nurse,  as  though  no  ap- 
plication had  been  made.  The  cure  is  said  to  be  e&cted  in  from 
one  to  two  weeks. 
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Orchitis^  or  Swelled  Testicle.  . 

Several  cases  of  this  disease  are  related  by  Prof.  CostiWy 
successfully  treated'  by  keeping  the  scrotum  covered  with 
a  mixture  of  twenty  parts  of  collodion  and  six  parts  of  c  istor  oil. 
Dr.  Ogia/fof  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  an  article  in  the  Charleston 
Medical  Journal,  recommends  for  the  same  disease,  compression 
by  means  of  an  oval  bag^  made  of  thin  India  rubber  thread,  net- 
ted coatsely,  and  about  the  size  of  a  turkey's  egg.* 

This  may  be  so  stretched  as  to  enclose  the  scrotum,  and  by  its 
elasticity  produces* sufficient  compression,  without  the  tibuble  eC 
removal  and  re-adjustment,  as  is  the  case  with  adhesive  straps  and 


InUnst  Cold  as  an  Anasthetie, 

Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  of  Eoston,  in  a  communication  to  the  Boston 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  adds  his  testimony  in  favor  of  the  eflS- 
cacy  of  intense  cold,  produced  by  a  freezing  mixture,  in  preventing 
pain  during  surgical  operation.  The  method  he  adopts  is  the  same 
as  that  recommended  by  Dr.  Arnott,  and  is  chiefly,  applicable  to 
cases  in  which  the  parts  to  be  operated  on  are  superficial. 


Hospital  for  Females, — Steps  have  been  taken  to  organise 
and  establish  an  Ilospital  in  the  City,  of  New  York,  for  the  spe- 
•cial  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  women.  It  is  stated  that  Dr.  J. 
Marion  Sims  is  to  be  the  attending  Surgeon. 
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UUIGINAL   COMMUNICATIONS' 


ART.  l^-I^eport  of  a  foseof  Pvcrjieral  Coiivnlslons.  with  re- 
marks oti  Vie  use  ofChlorafonn.  By  Wm  Clikkij,  M.D.,  read 
to  ibe  Cook  (jouuty  Modioal  Society,  (jnic.igo,  April   3d,  1855. 

Mrs.  B.  an  English  woman  of  small  stature,  square  forin^  and 
full  bttbit,  aged  twenty  years,  the  wife  of  a  laborer — became  preg- 
naul  for  the  first  time,  aiid»cnjoyed  the  best  of  heulih  through  the 
period  of  geatiition,  until  within  two  or  three  days  of  her  confine- 
ment. Dxiring  these  days  she  was  tioubled  with  pain  in  hpr  head, 
which,  on  the  morning  of  her  confinement  was  exceedingly  severe. 
Ai  this  time  her  vision  must  have  been  impaired,  as  she  com- 
plained to  those  aiound  her,  of  its  being  dark. 

A  midwife  was  called  in,  and  at  one  o'clock  P.  M..  on  the  lyth 
of  November,  1854,  the  patient  was  delivijred  of  a  full  grown 
healthy  child,  having,  as  was  expressed  by  the  woman  in  atteml- 
iiDce,  *•  an  easy  time."  A  few  moments  after  delivery,  she  went 
into  a  succession  of  convulsions. 

The  intervals  wcie  from  ten  to  thirty  minutes  duration,  marked 
bj  atertoroua  breathing,  and  perfect  loss  of  consciousness.  It  was 
ill  this  state  thai  1  first  saw  her,  at  4^  o'clock,  P.  M.  She  was 
soon  after  taken  with  a  poroxysm,  so^  violent  in  its  character,  that 
the  attendants  could  barelj  confine  her  to  the  bed.    Thc^  swollen 
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yeins  of  the  bead  and  neck — ^thc  livid  hue  of  the  comrtcnance— 
the  blood-shot  eyes — the  tongue  protruding  from  the  mouth,  and 
badlj  lacerated  hy  the  violent  closure  of  the  jaws,  the  agonizing 
contortions  of  the  whole  body,  presented  all  the  symptoms  of  a 
most  frightful  attack  of  epilepsy.  The  pulse  was  fuli,  hard  and 
quick.  After  getting  a  cork  between  the  teeth,  to  relieve  the 
tongue,  a  vein  was  opened,  and  when  about  ten  ounces  of  blood 
had  escaped,  the  paroxysm  ceased,  the  pulse  bee*. me  soft,  and  Ii«» 
frequent,  and  the  breathing  much  more  natural  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding interval.  Mixed  thirty  grs.  of  calomel  with  treacle, 
placed  it  in  her  mouth,  and  held  her  nose  until  she  swallowed  it 
Applied  dry  cups  to  the  nape  of  neck  and  back,  and  ordered  sin- 
apisms to  extremities. 

The  calm  continued  twenty  minutes,  when  another  fit  came  on, 
but  much  more  mild  than  the  preceding. 

At  this  time,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  midwife,  and  the  wo* 
men  who  were  with  the  patient  during  labor,  I  was  unaoquamted 
with  the  history  of  the  case,  and  of  course,  knew  nothing  of  the 
marked  head  symptoms  that  had  existed  from  the  first  aigna  of  la- 
bor,  the  account  of  wbioh  I  obtained  some  hours  after.  Ksowing 
that  chloroform  was  gre  itly  extolled  by  gentlemen,  eminent  in  the 
profession,  I  was  induced  to  give  it  a  trial,  I  mixed  some  thirty 
drops  with  treacle,  and  endeavored  fo  get  the  patient  to  awallow 
it  But  only  partly  succeeding  in  that,  I  put  sixty  drops  on  % 
napkin,  and  applied  to  the  mouth  and  nostrils.  The  only  appar- 
ent effect  was  the  decided  aggravation  of  all  the  worst  aymptoms  for 
the  remainder  of  the  paroxysm,  and  when  the  calm  at  laat  aucoeeA- 
ed,  the  interval  was  much  shorter,  and  the  coma  far  more  pro^ 
found. 

The  chloroform  was  discontinued,  and  by  injections  of  aah  and 
water  per  anum — cold  to  the  head,  and  all  the  means  within  reach, 
efforts  were  made  to  divert  the  blood  into  other  parts  of  the  sys- 
tem, where  its  presence  would  be  less  dangerous,  than  on  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord,   but  no  favorable  impression  on  the  disease 

'as  apparent  At  10  o'clock  P.  M.,  another  orifiee  was  made 
the  arm.  and  the  blood  flowed  until  the  character  of  the  palae 
d  the  color  of  the  lips  and  countenance  had  decidedly  changed. 

iiere  Vaa  a  marked  mitigation  of  all  the  symptoms. 
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The  patient  Mng  able  to  swallow  witliout  any  difficultj,  an 
«ince  of  castor  oil  was  administered,  and  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
tart.  ant.    and  |potass.     The  latter,  to  be  repeated  ev<^rj^  hoar. 

On  the  20th  at  7  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  convulsions  were  less  vio- 
lent, with  muck  longer  intervals,  during  which,  the  breathing  ap-> 
peared  more  natural,  The  b  wels  had  not  moved,  and  not  the 
least  cischarge  fiom  the  vagina ;  skin  was  hot  and  dry;  pulse  hard 
and  frequent;  the  jmpil  of  the  eye  dilatetl;  iiitoUranct  o(  light. 
Applied  Misters  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  behind  the  ears; 
«old  to  the  head;  excliidcd  the  light  from  the  room;  administered 
three  of  the  comp.  cathartic  pills,  und  continued  the  tartar  emetic. 

At  13  o'clock,  P.  M,  coavulslons  had  ceased;  consciousness 
partially  restored.  The  patient  could  answer  questions,  and  read* 
ily  swallowed  drink  when  ofTored,  but  was  evidently  maniacal, 
repelling  those  who  offered  to  move  her,  most  furiously.  There 
was  iniolerancB  of  light  and  decided  nmaursi^.  The  ski.n,  circu-  ^ 
lation  and  bowels  as  before.  Continued,  tart  emetic  and  gave  a 
solution  of  camphor  in  &:ul.  ether  to  allay  restlessness,  and  direct- 
ed two  drops  of  croton  oil,  and  thirty  drop<  of  turpentine  in  emul- 
sion, to  Ite  given  every  two  hour^. 

At  7  o'clock  P.  M.  the  patient  had  taken  three  doses  of  the 
emnlsioQ,  and  there  had  just  been  a  slight  discharge  from  the 
bowels,  and  the  symptoms  had  a  good  deal  improved. 

Nov.  21st. — The  patient  had  several  discharges  from  the  bow- 
ela  during  the  night,  and  appeared  quite  rational  and  perfectly  re- 
lieved.    The  skin  was  bathed  in  a  gentle  peispiration. 

Had  not  |he  least  recollection  of  anything  that  had  passed  since 
the  morning  of  the  19th  inst.  Could  hardly  believe  that  she  waa 
a  mother. 

Nov.  2d. — Continued  to  improve ;  a  good  deal  of  soreness  of 
the  tongue,  and  quite  weak ;  otherwise  very  comfortable. 

Convalescence  rapi<{  and  uninterrupted. 

In  glancing  at  the  prominent  points  in  this  case,  thc.question 
naturally  arises,  wus  the  administration  of  chloroform  proper'/ 
F.r  one,  I  must  cmdidly  admit  that  it  was  not,  and  my  only  ex- 
cuse for  prescribing  it  Was  the  many  respectable  authorities  in  its 
£avor.     Subsequently,  from  having  my  attention  particularly  di- 


rected  to  the  subject,  the  question  has  arisen  in  my  own  mind 
whether  the  medicine  should  be  given  in  any  case,  or  in  any 
8ta«;c  of  puerperal  convulsions,  except  in  those  forms  of  hysterical 
convulsions,  which  may  come  on  at  any  time  during  gestation,  or 
in  childhood,  hut  which  more  commonly  arise  during  the  former 
period.  In  this  form  of  disease,  any  rerat-dy  of  the  kind  could, 
and  most  probably  would,  be  u.sed  with  advantage. 

Is  not  congestion  of  the  head  and  neck  a  very  common,  if  not 
cne  of  the  most  obvious  effects  of  the  inlialation  of  chloroform  or 
ether?  Atid  would  not  this  effect  be  produced  by  the  vapor,  to  a 
certain  extent,  taking  the  place  of  atmospheric  air  in  respiration, 
aside  fron  the  direct  influence  the  medicine  might  exert  on  the 
circulation?  In  a  disease  so  constantly  imirked  by  a  determina- 
tion of*  blood  to  the  head,  that  copious  bleeding  has  always  been, 
and  probably  \Yill  ever  be,  consi<lered  the  mot  prompt  and  perfect 
remedy,  can  the  employment  of  an  agent  that  has  a  tendency  to 
produce  the  same  state  of  things  be  in  accordance  with  sound  The- 
rapeutics? 

Again,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  chloroform  to  produce  twitching 
of  thj  muscles  and  frothing  of  the  uouth,  symptoms  analogous  to 
epilepsy. 

It  was  only  last  week,  in  administering  chloroform  while  my 
my  friend  Dr.  Miller  performed  a  painful  operation,  that  the  pa- 
tient was  taken  with  coiivulsions  as  soon  as  he  began  to  feel  the 
influence  of  the  anaesthetic.  The  dread  of  the  operation  had, 
doubtless,  some  agency  in  producing  the  peculiar  state  of  tho  nerr- 
ous  system.  But  that  alone  would  not  have  given  rise  to  spasms 
It  might  have  been  this  view  of  the  subject  that  led  Prof.  Bacha 
to  say,  in  these  very  words  :  **  It  U  a  gooil  rule  not  to  administer 
chloroform  to  persons  sulyoct  to  epilepsy." 

If  it  does  have  the  tendency  we  arc  speaking  of,  would  not 
the  giving  of  it,  then,  in  such  a  disca!*e,  be  too  much  in  keeping 
with  the  vagaries  of  homocopnthy,  and  too  little  in  accordance 
with  the  dictates  of  a  rational  philosophy  ? 

'Dr.  J.  V.  Z.  Blaney  doubted  whether  the  inhalation  of  chlo* 
)rm  produced  fulness  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  and  cpioal 
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icoH,  or  a  congestion   in    these  part?.     He  Mid  experience  had 
ibown  that  the  rcaiwleut  posture  was  the  heat  and  safest  for  the 
patient  %hile  receiving  the  tliloiofuni;  that  x\hen  fully  under  its 
influence,    the  face  is   more   freqnenily  pale    than  flushed;  the 
'Carotids  soft  than  full  ai.d  hard ;  and  when  the  dose  administered 
becomes  excessive,  all  the  symptoms  are  those  resembling ,«ywco7>c, 
instead  of  fulness  or  con;iestion.     So,  too,  the  remedies  most  ef- 
fectual for  ctmnteractin^  the  cflVcts  of  nn  over  dose  arc  the  same 
as   fcr   syncope.     L'r.  B   ilKiU»;ht  aLoeslhoia  or  insensibility   to 
pain  vas  hy  no  nuans  always  pnduccd  by  excessive  accumulation 
'of  carbon  or  di-ficicney  of  oxygen  in  the  blood  ;  that  the  inhalation 
•of  ehloro^m  di<l  nut.  like  that  of  ether,  materially  increase  the 
quantity  Mcavhon  in  the  blot  d  :  but   that  any   agent   capable  of 
anesting  the  pioccs.^s  on  vhich  iimetvaiwu  depends,  would  prove 
anaesthetic,  even    iho^igh   it  n.iglit  introduce  an  excess  of  oxygen 
into  the  system,  as  was  the  case   when  nitrous  oxidt  gas  was  in- 
haled. 

Dr.  D.  Miller  thought  the  effects  of  inhaling  chloroform  wero 
irery  much  influenctMl  by  the  method  adopted.  He  had  never  seen 
bad  effects  produced  when  it  was  inhaled  slowly,  and  with  a  free  ad- 
mixture of  atmospheric  air.  But  thought  a  too  rapid  inhalation 
•very  liable  to  produce  spasmodic  action  and  dangerous  symptoms, 

*  Dr.  Ilitchock  said  he  had  not  observed  any  symptoms  of  in- 
creased fulnc^  of  the  vessels  of  the  neck  and  head  in  patients 
under  the  influence  of  chloix>furm. 

Dr.  Bloodgood  agreed  with  Dr.  Blaney,  that  anaesthesia  couM 
not  depend,  in  all  cases  at  least,  on  diminished  decarbonization  of 
the  i)lood. 

Dr.  Blaney  thought  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  one  of  the 
most  prompt  and  bcnefioial  remedies  we  possess  for  puerperal  con- 
vulsions of  a  hysterical  character,  but  should  not  regard  it  as  safe 
in  those  cases  partaking  of  the  nature  of  apoplexy.  But  he  ac- 
knowledged that  the  diagnosis  betwjc-n  the  two  varieties  was  not 
alw.iys  easy. 

Dr.  H.  Smith  did  not  see  clearly  why  chloroform  should  be  in- 
jurious in  apoplectic  cases,  if  it  lessened  rather  than  increased 
Ihe  fulness  of  the  brain. — N.  S.  D.J 
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ART.  IL— JIfon/A/y  Report  en  the  Sanitary  Condition  of 
ChieaffOy  and  the  Progress  of  Epidemics,  presented  to  the 
Cook  Clo.  Medical  Society,  at  its  regular  meeting.  Aprtl  Srd, 
1865.     By  N.  S.  Davis,  M.D.,  &c,  ic.  ko. 

The  last  Report  from  your  Committee  was  made  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Societf,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  February. 

Daring  the  two  months  which  have  intervened  (February  and 
March),  the  weather  has  been  unusually  cold,  with  .'onsiderable 
•now,  and  the  atmosphere  has  generally  been  dry.  No  disease  has 
been  suflieiently  prevalent  du/ing  these  two  months  to  merit  the 
name  of  an  epidemic ;  and  yet  there  have  been  a  few  cases  of  dis- 
ease worthy  of  mention.  |f* 

Dysentery  — Ten  cases  of  severe  dysentery  have  come  directly 
under  my  care  during  the  past  two  months. 

With  only  one  exception,  these  were  purely  inflammatory  in 
their  nature  and  symptoms.  The  attacks  were  generally  ushered 
in  with  chilliness,  followed  by  active  febrile  action;  characteriied 
by  a  quick  pulse,  dry  skin,  deficient  moisture  in  the  mouth,  fre- 
quent griping  pains  through  the  jibdomen,  especially  in  the  course 
of  the  colon,  with  very  frequent  discharges  of  mucous  and  blood, 
small  in  quantity,  but  accompanied  by  protracted  tenesmus. 

If  the  disease  continued  for  five  or  six  days,  the  mucous  dis- 
charged, which  was  at  first  glairy,  became  opaque,  and  generally 
mixed  with  pus,  as  well  as  blood ;  thereby  showing  a  tendency  to  the 
early  establishment  of  ulceration  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
rectum  and  colon.  None  of  the  cases  of  dysentery  or  diarrhcea 
which  have  come  under  my  observation  during  the  last  two  months 
have  presented  those  large  serous  evacuations,  with  cool  skiui 
•mall  pulse,  and  feeling  of  oppression  at  the  epigastrium,  which 
were  often  seen  during  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  and  spring  of 
1854,  and  which  preceded  the  severe  prevalence  of  the  cholera 
during  the  summer  of  that  year. 

Although  watching  closely,  I  have  thus  far  seen  nothing  in 

■etion  with   the   intestinal  diseases  of  the  past  two  months, 

indicate  a  tendency  to  cholera.    This  fact,  in  oonnectiaa 
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with  the  absence  of  all  reports  in  regard  to  the  ezistence  of  that 
much  dreaded  disease,  at  New  Orleans  and  the  Lower  Mississii^i, 
afTords  gixxl  reason  to  believe  that  we  shall  be  compaartirelj  ez* 
empt  from  it  during  the  coming  summer. 


Congestive  Pneumonia, — During  the  first  part  of  March  I 
met  with  more  than  the  usual  number  of  ca^es  of  pneumonia,  and 
among  them  several  which,  in  the .  commencement,  presented 
symptoms  strongly  resembling  those  of  pernicious  fever.  The  fol- 
lowing case  will  serve  as  a  fair  illustration  : 

March  9th,  was  called  to  Mr.  P.  D.,  a  native  of  Ireland,  ag^d 
B5  years,   naturally  strong  and  robust.     Was  attacked  the  even* 
ing  previous  rather  suddenly,  with  chilliness,   accompanied  by  % 
sense  of  weakness  and  distress  throughout  the  whole  system.    The 
feeling  of  oppression  in  the  chest  and  apparent  prostration  was 
was  such  as  to  alarm  both  the  patient  and  his  friends.  At  the  time 
of  my  visit  (8  o'clock  A.M.),  his  face  was  of  a  dingy,  or  leaden 
color,  with  an  expression  of  anxiety ;  the  skin  generally  wan  cool, 
and  the  color  under  the  nails  purplish  ;  the  pulse  was  110  per  mi- 
nute, small,  and  easily  compressed,  but  the  impulse  of  the  heart 
was  more  forcible;  the  tongue  was  covered  with  a  whitish  fiir; 
the  intestinal  evacuations  normal ;  the  breathing  hurried  and  im- 
perfect, with  deep  seated  pain,  or  rather  an  indescribable  sense  of 
oppression  and  distress  in  the  chest,  mostly  on  the  right  side ;  and 
some  disposition  to  cough.    Percussion  elicited  an  undue  degree  of 
dttlness  over  nearly  the  whole  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest.  C  vor 
the  same  side  the  respiratory  murmur  was  diminished,  the  voice 
broncliial,  and  at  the  upper  part  of  the  left  aide  the  murmur  was 
puerile. 

I  directed  a  large  mustard  sinapism  to  be  applied  over  the  epi- 
gastrium and  right  side,  and  when  irritation  was  freely  excited  in 
the  skin,  to  move  the  same  to  the  dorsal  spine.  Also  sinapisms 
to  the  extremities.  Internally,  I  directed  a  powder,  consisting  of 
sulph.  quinine  4  grs.,  pulv.  opii  2  grs.,  and  sub.  mu/ias  hydrarg. 
8  grs ,  every  two  hours  until  three  doses  were  taken,  and  after- 
wards every  four  hours  until  the  next  visit. 
March  10th,  9  o'clock  A.M..  I  found  the  patient  much  reliev- 
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ed.  He  slept  considerable  during  the  afternoon  and  night  pre- 
yious,  and  sweated  freely.  His  pulse  was  only  90  per  minute,  and 
more  full ;  moilerate  heat  of  skin  ;  gome  thirst;  blight  headache, 
and  bowels  quiet.  But  he  had  more  cough,  and  a  little  blood, 
mixed  with  mucous  expectoration  ;  somj  difliculty  of  breathing, 
and  8ub-crepitunt  rale  over  the  central  part  of  the  right  breast.  I 
ordered  castor  oil  sufficient  to  move  the  bowels,  the  operation  to  be 
followed  by  a  powder  consisting  of  sulph.  quinine  3  grs.,  pulv. 
opii  1  gr.,  and  tart.  ant.  ot  pot.  1-G  gr.  given  every  four  hours. 

March  11th. — Symptoms  stMl  more  impioved;  cough  moderate; 
expectoration  opaque^  and  free  from  bl  )od ;  no  pain  in  the  chesty 
and  only  a  moderate  degree  of  mucous  rhoncus. 

Pulse  80  per  minute  and  soft ;  skin  moist  and  of  natural  tem- 
perature. Prescribed  a  simple  expectorant  mixture,  with  a  singlo 
powder  of  quinine,  pulv.  opii.  -And  puir.  bloodroot  every  night* 
In  three  days  from  the  first  visit,  the  patient  was  able  to  sit  up> 
and  in  two  more  he  left  the  house. 

Between  the  1st  and  20tb  of  March  I  was  called  to  attend  eight 
cases  of  this  kind;  and  if  they  were  treated  early  on  essentially 
the  plan  just  mentioned,  they  speedily  recovered.  But  in  every 
instance  where  the  disease  was  not  arrested  during  the  first  three 
days,  the  pulmonary  tissue  became  extensively  infilt  at -d  ;  the  ex- 
pectoration being  copious,  thin,  and  very  bloody  ;  the  client  de- 
cidedly dull  on  percussion;  tlie  rc-^pimton  abdominal;  tl>e 
pulse  soft  and  gaseous;  the  mind  dull,  and  sometimes  \van<ler^ 
ing.  in  a  part  of  the  cases  there  was  a  distinct  reuissiou  in  the 
symptoms  every  morning.  In  all  the  cases  cliaraetcriz.d  by  early 
and  great  depression,  I  found  full  doses  of  qui.nnc  o^iii.  and  calo- 
mel, with  counter  irritation,  to  afford  most  [uompt  relief  Where 
the  reaction  became  decided,  with  the  skin  iliy  and  hot,  tlie  tirt. 
ant.  ct  pot.  was  added  in  such  doses  as  the  stomach  would  bear 

In  the  more  advaTice<l  stages,    w'len    the  exp  oioiation  was  co- 
pious, pulv.  bloodroot  was  given  in  the  place  of  antimony.     In  a 
case  which  was  brought  to  the   hospital    six  day*  a^t?r  the  attack, 
*th  very  copious  and  bloody  expectoration,  of  a  dark  color,  and 
uid;  leaden  colored   lips;  abdominal  rodpi ratio  i ;  mirked  duU 
u  over  the  lower  and  central  parts  of  both  sidei  of  the  chest, 
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with  coarse  Maoous  rhonctts  and  difFased  broncophony ;  with  maeh 
general  pro8trati9Q.  I  prescribed  at  ooce  15  drops  of  oil  of  tar* 
pentine,  and  2  grs.  of  quinine,  rubbed  up  with  gum  arabic  and 
sagar,  every  four  hours,  and  between  each  dose  a  ponder,  con- 
Slating  of  cLloride  of  sodium  15  grs.^  snlpb.  quinine  2  grs  ,  puW. 
bloodroot,  ^  gr.,  and  opium  1  gr.  Also  a  large  blister  to  the 
chest. 

Under  this  treatment,  with  an  occasional  laxative,  the  patient 
immediately  began  to  improve,  and  in  two  weeks  was  quite  eon* 
valescent  I  have  seen  but  one  fatal  case  of  this  disease  during 
the  time  embraced  in  this  teport;  and  in  that  death  resulted  on 
the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  from  overwhelming  infiltration  of  the  pal* 
monary  tissue. 

EnjMipelas, — Since  the  first  of  February  I  have  met  with  eight 
or  ten  cases  of  severe  erysipelas.  In  all  the  cases  but  one,  the 
disease  was  located  on  the  face  and  bead,  and,  though  severe,  pre- 
sented nothing  peculiar.  In  one  case  to  which  I  was  called  after 
the  patient  had  been  sick  two  weeks  or  more,  the  disease  com- 
meneed  on  the  hip,  and  had  spread  until  it  covered  both  hips,  the 
lower  part  of  the  back  and  gluteal  regions,  the  thighs,  scrotum 
and  penis.  All  the  parts  were  considerably  swollen,  especially 
the  last  named.  There  was  also  retention  of  urine,  and  much 
general  prostration,  with  frequent,  liquid,  and  almost  involuntary 
discharges  from  the  bow«'Is.  I  evacuated  the  bladder  by  the  ca- 
theter, and  gave  the  patient  an  emulsion  of  oil  of  turpentine,  tinct 
of  opii,  and  quinine,  to  control  the  bowels,  and  20  drops  of  the 
muriated  tincture  of  iron  every  four  hours.  He  has  steadily  bat 
slowly  improved.  The  erysipelatous  inflammation  has  entirely 
subsided,  except  a  spot  on  one  knee ;  the  bowels  have  become  re- 
gular ;  the  appetite  better ;  but  the  bladder  still  remains  in  a  state 
of  atony,  some  urine  dribbling  away  involuntarily,  and  the  r  at 
removed  by  the  o*theter.  In  one  of  the  cases  of  erysipelas  of  the 
£ice  an<jl  bead,  I  used  the  tinct  of  iron  without  any  benefit.  The  . 
p  itient  recovered  under  the  use  of  quinine,  and  alterative  doses  of 
calomel,  with  cold  applications  to  the  inflamed  surfisice.  In  another 
Cuae  the  mvriatisd  tinctitfe  was  partially  saoc^ftil,  9g^  in  imotbir 
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promptly  and   fallj   so.     In   the    remaining  cases  it  was  not 
used. 


Puerperal  -Pei?cr.— During  the  past  two  months  I  have  ^een 
called  to  attend  six  cases  of  this  much  dreaded  disease.  None  of 
them  proved  fatal,  although  two  sunk  to  a  very  low  condition. 
The  treatment  in  all  the  cases  was  commonced  early ;  and  in  all 
but  one  the  principal  reliance  was  on  opium  and  calomel,  in  the 
proportion  of  2  grs  of  the  former  to  3  grs.  of  the  latter  every  two 
hours  until  sleep  and  freedom  from  pain  was  induced.  When  this 
effect  was  obtained  the  doses  were  diminishe<l,  and  the  interval  be- 
tween their  administration  lengthened,  but  the  use  of  the  remedies 
continued  until  the  efflcts  of  the  calomel  on  the  gums  could  be 
detected.  Then  if  the  }»ulsc  remained  quick  and  irritable,  I 
pTtscribed  the  following,  viz  : 

Tinct.  veratrum  virido,       -         -         5j- 
Tinct.  opii  et  caniph.  -         -        gii. 

Mix.  Give  one  fluid  drachm  every  four  hours,  with  20  drops  cf 
nuriated  tincture  of  iron  between  each  dose.  Anodyne  fomenu- 
tioDs  were  applied  to  the  abdomen  early  and  continuously  as  lon^ 
as  tenderness  remained.  In  one  case  no  opiam  or  cakMoel  was 
given,  and  it  may  be  woUh  quoting  at  length. 

Mrs.  B. — Pregnant  for  the  first  time  ;  had  suffered  moderately 
from  gastric  and  intestinal  irritation,  manifested  by  repeated  at- 
tacks of  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
period  of  gestation.  About  four  weeks  before  her  confinement  I 
had  been  callad  upon  to  treat  her  for  a  decided  attack  of  gastritis. 
80  severe  as  to  make  her  dangerously  sick  for  severj«l  days.  While 
attending  her  for  this  attack,  I  learned,  by  actual  trial,  that  she 
would  bear  neither  morphine  nor  any  of  the  preparations  of  opium 
without  the  most  protracted  nausea  and  severe  nervous  prostration. 
Being  called  to  attend  her  while  two  of  the  crises  of  puerperal  fe- 
ver just  alluded  to  were  under  treatment,  I  took  every 
precaution  that  I  could  without  refusing  to  attend.  And  I 
should  have  done  this,  had  it  rot  been  for  the  previous  atten- 
dance on  the  patient,  and  the  extreme  disappointment  she  would 
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feci  from  the  refusfll.  Her  labor  -was  favorable,  and  no  iin&Tor- 
able  sjnoptoms  occurred  until  tlie  cvetiing  of  the  fourth  day  after 
delivery.  She  then  complained  of  some  uu^asincss  in  the  abdomen, 
and  having  had  only  one  flight  alvine  evacuation  since  her  confine- 
ment, the  nurse  gave  her  a  laxative,  followed  by  an  enema  of  w(^nli 
JTater,  but  it  failed  to  procure  any  evacuation.  In  the  night  she 
was  seized  with  rigors,  and  increased  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and 
much  restlessness.  Early  in  the  morning  I  was  sent  for,  and  found 
her  with  an  anxious  expression  ofcoumenance,  harried  respiration, 
botskin,  abdomen  moderately  distended,  and  tender  to  the  touch, 
especially  over  the  lower  part;  loch ial  discharge  very  slight,  and 
secretion  of  .mi  k  diminished ;  pulse  180  per  minute,  and  small, 
fvith  a  sense  of  distress  in  the  abdomen,  and  much  n.stlessnestf. 
Knowing  ihc  effects  of  opium  upon  her,  I  adopted  the  following 
teatment,  viz.  :  applied  fomentations  ot  hops  over  the  abdomen, 
md  gave  her  the  veratrum  viride  in  combination  as  follows : 

H  Sat  tinct.  veratrum  virido,  5i. 
Spts.  nit.  dulc,  -  -  Si. 
Tinct.  opii  et  camph.,     -         gi- 

Vlix,  and  give  one  tea-spoonful  every  two  hours.  I  watched  the 
)atient  closely,  and  in  twelve  hours  the  pulse  was  reduced  to  95 
)er  minute ;  she  was  less  restless,  and  the  abdominal  tenderness 
iiminished.  The  treatment  was  continued  ;  the  drops  being  giveE 
it  intervals  of  three  hours,  instead  of  two.  The  following  mom- 
ng,  twenty-four  hours  after  the  commencement  of  the  treatment, 
he  pulse  was  only  85  per  minute ;  the  abdomen  still  bloated,  bat 
mly  slightly  tender  to  pressure;  the  lochial  discharge  mote  free; 
he  expression  of  coantcnunce  better ;  and  the  patient  feeling 
omfortable,  except  slight  nausea.  I  now  ordered  a  large  enema 
f  warm  water  and  common  salt,  which  produced  a  free  evacaation 
rom  the  bowels,  and  lessened  the  fulness  of  the  abdomen.  .  Cbn- 
Dued  the  veratrum  mixture  every  four  or  six  hours  for  two  days, 
nd  die  patient  made  a  good  recovery. 

This  is  tlie  second  case  of  puerperal  fever  that  I  have  treated 
ith  the  veratrum  virido  as  the  chief  internal  remedy.  The  first 
ikse,  I  believe,  was  reported  to  this  society  on  a  former  occasion. 
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Dr.  Blaney  inquired  if  any  connection  wu  pbaerred  between 
the  cases  of  erysipelas  mentioned  in  the  report,  and  those  of  pa- 
erperal  fever. 

The  reporter  (Dr.  Davis)  replied  that  he  was  not  satisfied  th»t 
they  had  any  connection  with  each  other,  either  direct  or  indirect 
Three  of  the  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  not  seen  by  him  uDttl 
the  commencement  of  the  fever,  they  having  been  attended  in  labor 
by  midwives  They  were  not  known  to  hsve  any  connection  either 
with  erysipelas  or  other  cases  of  puer^ieral  fever.  The  circam- 
stances  connected  with  one  of  the  other  oases  he  had  jost  de- 
tailed. 

Of  the  remaining  iwo  eases,  one  was  in  a  patient  to  whom  he 
was  called  after  she  had  been  in  hard  labor  twenty-four  boors  un- 
der the  care  of  a  midwife.  He  found  the  patient  still  having  fre- 
quent and  severe  labor  pains,  extremely  restless,  with  freqaent 
vomiting  and  a  quick  pulse.  On  examination,  be  found  the  hand 
and  fore-arm  of  the  child  protrucing  from  the  labia,and  the  shoul- 
der and  scapula  so  firmly  pressed  down  into  the  cavity  of  the  pel- 
vis as  to  nearly  touch  the  perineum.  The  presenting  parts  of  the 
child  were  much  tumefied,  and  the  vagina-hot  and  dry.  The  con- 
dition of  the  woman  indicating  the  necessity  of  as  speedy  a  delivery 
as  possible,  he  at  once  oiled  the  hand  well,  and  after  a  steady, 
patient  effort,  succeeded  in  carrying  it  past  the  shoulder  into  the 
cavity  of  the  womb,  and  by  forking  carefully  between  the  pains, 
finally  succeeded  in  reaching  the  feet.  By  making  traction  on  the 
Sset  with  the  hand  in  the  womb,  and  at  the  same  time  pressing 
back  the  shoulder  with  the  fore  ai\d  middle  fingers  of  the  other 
hand,  he  turned  the  child,  brought  down  the  feet,  and  completed 
the  delivery  in  little  more  than  half  an  hour.  The  placenta  was 
removed  without  difficulty,  and  the  flowing  was  moderate.  As  the 
patient  was  much  fatigued  by  the  protracted  labor,  an%l  the  abdo- 
men remained  more  distended  and  tympanitic  than  usual  after  de* 
livery,  he  took  the  precaution  to  administer  1|  grs  of  opium  with 
three  of  calomel,  and  directed  it  to  be  repeated  every  three  hours 
ontil  the  patient  got  some  sleep.  She  rested  some  during  the 
flight,  and  did  not  repeat  the  doses  of  medicine. 

He  found  her  the  next  day,  howcvor,  with  a  rapid  pulse,  dry 


•Alf ITART  CONDITIOir  OF  CHICAGO,  SIC.  205 

ffkiD,  distended  and  tender  abdomen,  and  Buppreased  lochia.  She 
was  brought  rapidly  under  the  influence  of  opium  and  alteratives 
with  fomentations  to  the  abdomen,  and  finally  recovered. 

The  sixth  and  last  case  occurred  in  the  same  house,  and  in  im- 
mediate contact  with  a  previous  case  of  the  same  disease.  The 
circumstances  are  as  follows  : 

Two  sisters  lived  in  the  same  house.  One  of  them  had  passed 
through  the  usual  period  of  gestation^  and  had  been  delivered  un- 
der the  care  of  a  raiviwife.  About  the  fourth  day  after  the  deliv- 
ery, she  was  taken  with  chills,  and  severe  symptoms  of  puerperal 
peritonitis,  and  the  Doctor  was  called  in.  While  attending  this 
patienty  the  sister,  who  was  about  seven  months  advanced  in 
pregnancy,  was  taken  with  labor  pains,  and  soon  expelled  a  dead 
and  diseased  foetus.  While  attending  Iier  in  labor,  ho  found  the 
labia  ragged  with  chancres,  and  buboes  in  the  groin.  lie  soon 
found  that  both  the  women  were  affected  with  primary  syphilis. 
Symptoms  of  peritonitis  wei  ^  subsequently  developed  in  the  sec- 
ond patient  as  severe  as  in  the  first. 

Dr.  Blaney  remarked  that  he  was  fully  satisfied  that  erysipelas 
was  capable  of  communicating  to  lying-in  women  puerperal  peri- 
tonitis ;  and  also  that  the  latter  disease  is  highly  contagious.  Of 
the  latter  fart  he  had  been  so  well  satisfied,  that  for  several  years 
be  had  refused  to  attend  cases  of  labor  whenever  he  was  in  direct 
attendance  on  eith^T  of  the  diseases  named. 

Dr.  Bloodgood  stated  that  he  had  known  one  instance  where  a 
physician,  while  attending  daily  a  bad  case  of  erysipelas,  ip  which 
suppuration  had  tiiken  place,  atten(}ed  also  ni/te  cases  of  labor. 
And  in  every  instance  the  labor  was  followed  in  a  few  days  by 
puerperal  peritonitis,  which  as  uniformly  terminated  fatally. 


ART.  IlL— Uterine  Polypus.     By  Gborqb  Ilxaoixs,  M.  D.,  of 
Aurora,  Illinois. 

I  was  called  January  last  to  Mrs  C.  A.,  seventeen  years  xSP 
age,  had  been  married  seven  months ;  was  about  four  months  ad-> 
Tanced  in  pregnancy.  Two  days  hefore  I  was  called,  she  rode 
into  the  country,  a  distance  of  five  miles  over  very  rough  roads 
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in  a  lamber-wagon.  Before  ariiviig  at  th 2  place  of  destination, 
she  began  to  suffer  paiu  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  abdomen  and 
lumbar  region,  requesting  the  driver  lo  stop  iu  order  that  she 
might  get  out  of  the  wagon,  but  he  being  intoxicated  at  the  time, 
refused  to  do  so,and  she  was  compjllod  to  rem  lin  in  th  it  uncomfort- 
able position.  She  was  taken  from  the  wagon,  but  uterine  pains 
had  already  commenced  with  profuse  hcemorrhage.  After  twelve 
hours  she  aborted.  Ilcemorrluiij-e  contin?ied  u{)  to  the  time  I  was 
called,  which  was  two  days  after  the  ride.  I  found  the  patient 
cold,  colorless,  nearly  pulseless  frequent  fainting,  laborious 
breathing,  and  flowing  steady  and  profur-o.  I  made  use  of  the  us- 
ual means  to  arrest  the  hoemoiihage,  such  as  external  cold  over 
the  region  of  the  uterus  and  conjinenceinent  of  the  vagina,  and 
other  means  as  far  as  time  would  poi mit.  But  to  no  purpose. — 
Then  I  proposed  making  a  vaginal  examination  It  was  objected 
to.  I  told  the  friends  the  importance  of  doing  it,  as  the  case 
would  prove  fatal  in  a  very  short  ti.nc  if  left  to  itself,  when  con- 
sent was  given.  I  soon  discovered  protruding  from  the  uterus,- a 
tumor  in  appearance  soft  to  the  fing.*r.  and  further  examination 
detected  its  attachment  to  the  side  of  the  uterus  by  a  nick  or  pedi- 
cle of  less  diameter  than  the  p  dypus.  At  this  time,  hoemorrhago 
was  profuse.  I  saw  that  a  sj)eedy  reiijoval  of  the  tumor  was  necess- 
ary, as  a  few  minutes  more  wouhl  ternwuate  tho  patient*  existence. 
Then  it  was  as  to  the  best  oiode  of  doing  it.  As  ther^  was  no  time 
to  be  lost,  I  seized  it  between  the  fingers,  and  by  a  manipulating, 
rotating,  twisting,  and  pulling  operation,  I  succeeded  in  bringing 
it  away.     The  flowing  iininediate'y  stopped. 

The  patient  recovered  as  rapidly  as  is  usual  in  ordinary  cases 
of  abortion   wiih  tho  same  loss  of  blooil. 

On  examination    of  the  polypus,  I    found  it  to  bo    about  eight 
inches  long,  by  two  in  vlianieter,  and  attached  as  before  stated. 

I  found  the  polypus  to  be  holiow,  and  in  the  savity  which  held 

haps  two  ounces  of  fluid,  I  found  five  or  six   hairs,  from  eight 

ten  inches  long 

r       Now  I  do  not  mention  this  case  as  being  the   first,  or  the  only 

be   kind  on  record,  ..ccause   I  know  better.     But  as  one 

»t  very  often  met  with  in  common  practice,  and  of  the  im- 
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fmtanct  of  inaking  ourselves  acquainted  with  all  cases  as  far  aa 
possible,  although  the  patient  may  object  to  the  means  made  use 
of.  as  life  may  be  sav^id  by  a  certain  course  of  independence  on 
the  part  of  the  Physician. 


ART.  IV. — H'uttfi  to  Young  Pni^titiouers  on  the  application  of 
Certain  Bnndaf^e:s^  ^c.  ^yc.  By  B.  E.  DoDSON,  M.  D.,  of 
Mollis,  Illinois. 

In  the  treatment  of  either  the  superior  or  inferior  extremities, 
for  the  various  injuiies  to  ibose  {arts,  fractures,  dislocations, 
varicose-veins,  ulcers  of  the  log,\&c.  &c.,  the  pracjtioner  is  called 
upon  to  adjust  bandages,  and  though  in  all  the  works  on  surgery 
he  will  find  ample  and  definite  directions  for  the  manner  of  ad- 
justment, &c..yct,  Le  will  soniCtimes  encounter  difEculties  at^ 
tributable  lo  what  he  would  {loithout  rejleciion  atid  experience^) 
consider  very  minor  causes. 

I  have  now  in  my  mind's  ej'c,  some  half  a  dozen  cases,  where 
the  patients  have  lost  nearly  all  use,  either  of  their  hand,  or  foot, 
and  the  cause  more  to  be  imputed  to  injudiciously  applied  banda- 
ges, than  to  the  original  cause  of  their  adjustment,  and  some  of 
these  too,  from  the  hands  of  surgeons  of  considerable  eminence. 

The  error  to  which  I  allude,  is  in  commencing  the  adjustment 
of  the  baiidage  too  far  from  the  extremity  of  the  limbs,  conse- 
quently impeding  the  circulation  at  the  extremity,  and  thereby 
inducing  oedema,  local  inflammation,  &c.  &c.,  retarding  ihe  nat- 
ural healing  process,  and  finally  a  relaxation  of  muscular  fibre, 
and  a  weakened,  nlaxcd,  debilitated,  decayed  limb  for  life.  If 
these  worst  results  are  not  realized,  the  patient  is  at  least  subject- 
ed lo  quite  unnecessary  pain,  by  those  ^'  partial  bandages  *'  which 
I  haveofttn  relieved,  by  taking  off  the  band;ige,  and  commencing 
the  adjustment  at  the  extremity  of  the  limb,  thereby  affording  al- 
most instantaneous  relief  from  needless  real  affliction. 

I  am  now  treating  an  invct?r}ite  case  of**  fore  Shin  "  with  car- 
ies of  the  bones,  kc.  He  has  been  under  treatment  for  six  years,  aniil 
have  no  hope*  "^^ff-i  ding  any  permanent  relief.  The  leg  has 
been  bands  immediately  over  the  ulcer,   until  the 
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leg  was  swelled  above  and  below  to  nearly  twice  its  normal  sixei 
and  the  veins  are  varicose,  the  patient  very  lame,  and  suffers 
great  pain.  I  adjusted  a  bandage  commencing  !'  at  the  extremis 
/y,"  continued  to  the  knee,  three  months  since — the  leg  is  assum- 
ing its  normal  shape, — he  walks  without  limping — the  ulcer  dis- 
charges less,  and  a  more  healthy  discharge — l.e  suffers  slight  pain — 
says  he  is  getting  well — ^attributes  the  change  to  the  little  medi- 
cation that  has  been  used,  &c.  &c.  His  hopes,  will  not  be  realized, 
but  the  hint,  may  be  worth  something  to  some  one  about  to  '*  ad- 
just a  bandage  " 

Morris,  III.,  March  20th,  1855. 


SELECTIONS. 


From  the  V^dlcal  CsAiBtD*^. 

Case  of  Gastrotnmy  fffr  the  Removal  of  a  Leaden  Bar  ;  /fe- 
covenj.     By  T.  B.  Nbal,  M.D.,  Columbus  City,  Iowa. 

Editor  Medical  Examiner  : 

Dear  Sir — I  transmit,  for  insertion  in  your  valuable  journal, 
the  following  remarkable  and  perhaps  unique  case  : 

The  subject  of  this  notice,  L.  Bates,  set.  27,  resides  at  Wapello, 
twelve  miles  from  this  city.  During  the  three  days  preceding 
Christmas  last  he  had  been  drinking  of  common  whiskey ;  and  on 
that  day,  while  intoxicated,  attempted,  on  a  wager,  to  swallow  a 
bar  of  lead.  The  bar  was  10  inches  long,  i  by  |  inches  thick,  and 
weighed  one  pound 

Thrusting  it  far  down  the  oesophagus,  it  slipped  from  his  grasp, 
and  immediately  entered  his  stomach.     Dr.  Bell  was  sent  for  at 
once,  but  as  Bates  had  formerly  been  a  juggler,  the  Doctor,  think- 
ing that  he  was  at  some  of  his  tricks,   refused  to  go.     Bates,  not 
much  concerned  at  the  non-attendance  of  the  physi  ''an,  worked 
for  three  days  after  the  accident  in   a  pork-house,  with  but  little 
inconvenience.     During  the  night  of  the  third  day,  however,  he 
was  seized   with  great   pain    in  the  stomach,  accompanied   with 
shooting  pains  along  the  spine,  extending  from  the  lumbar  region 
sacrum,  and  thence  to  the  hips.     The  next  day  he  walked 
imbus,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  and  sent  for  Dr.  Robertson, 
est  physioiaa  in  this  county,  te  attend  upon  him*    Pr.  IL 
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Ireqtiested  tne  to  see  the  case  with  him.  We  found  him,  on  the 
fourth  day,  comparatively  easy.  His  tongue  was  white,  breath 
very  foul,  and  bowels  constipated.  Upcfn  careful  examination  the 
oesophagus  was  found  perfectly  free  and  unobstructed.  We  ad- 
ministered to  him  morphia  in  small  doses,  »nd  attempted  to  act 
upon  his  bowels,  and  neutralize  the  poisonous  effects  of  the  lead 
by  large  doses  of  sulphate  of  magnesia.  Under  this  treatment, 
althongh  the  bowels  were  but  slightly  disturbed,  he  was  rendered 
astonishingly  comfortable,  and  could  walk  about  a  little.  On  the 
3d  of  January,  the  tenth  day  after  the  accident,  the  severe  gastric 
pain  again  returned,  accompanied  with  vomiting,  and  other  symp- 
toms of  gastritis. 

The  operation  of  gastrotomy  was  now  resolved  upon.  Dr.Bell, 
of  Wapello,  performed  the  operation  by  making  an  incision  through 
the  walls  of  the  abHomen,  from  the  umbilicus  to  the  false  ribs, 
four  inches  in  length  and  two  inches  to  the  leitof  the  median  line. 
The  peritoneum  being  divided,  Dr.  Bell  introduced  his  hand,  and 
pushing  back  the  protruding  intestines,  found  that  the  bar  of  lead 
was  nearly  perpendicular,  the.  upper  end  inclining  a  little  to  the 
left.  The  bar  was  pushed  up,  until  the  lower  end  came  opposite 
the  abdominal  opening.  It  was  then  seized,  and  an  incision  made 
in  the  walls  of  the  stomach,  just  large  enough  to  admit  of  its  ex- 
traction by  means  of  forcejjs.  The  contraction  of  the  muscular 
coat  of  the  stomach  caused  the  incision  in  the  organ  to  close  per- 
fectly and  without  trouble.  The  external  wound  was  stitched,  and 
a  compress  applied. 

The  operation  was  performed  between  three  and  four  o'cloek 
P.M.^  the  day  was  cloudy,  and  towards  sunset  grew  quite  cold. 
The  patient  was  entirely  under  the  influence  of  chlorotbrm  until 
about  two  minute  before  the  last  stitch  was  taken,  when  he  re- 
vived somewhat,  and  expressed  himself  as  feeling  better  than  he 
had  done  before.  When  the  chloroform  was  first  administered  to 
him,  he  vomited  freely;  hence.when  the  opening  was  made  in  the 
stomach,  nothing  escaped  therefrom, that  viscus  containing  nothing 
but  the  leaden  bar. 

For  the  ensuing  three  days  the  system  of  the  patient  was  kept 
under  the  influence  of  opium,  and  nothing  but  mucilaginous 
drinks,  in  small  quantities,  allowed  as  diet,  lie  recovered  as  well 
as  a  patient  does  of  uncomplicated  gastritis. 

I  give  you  bulow  the  condensed  notes  of  the  progress  of  the  case, 
taken  by  irs.  Bell,  Robertson  and  myself. 

January  4th,  10  A.M. — Patient  tolerably  quiet;  pulse  85,  and 
moderately  full ;  some  icvjr  and  thirst;  vomited  once,  and  bowels 
moved  freely  during  the  ni^ht,  though  he  has  been  taking  small 
doses  of  m"  -  two  hours ;  complains  of  pain  iu  the  ato- 

27 
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mach  and  bowels;  continued  the  moi'pWa,  and  ordered  two  table* 
spoonFttls  of  toast  and  water  every  two  hours. 

3  P.M.  Patient  still 'quiet :  pulse  »'>,  and  rather  hard.  Took 
5x.  blood  from  the  arm.     Continued  morphia  and  toast-water. 

January  5th,  10  AM — Rested  well  last  night;  V)owels  undis- 
turbed for  eight  houi«;  then  at  4  A.M.  watery  dejectii^ns  ;  com- 
plains of  nausea;  pulse  88«  and  soft;  tongue  ^hite;  no  soreness 
in  the  gastric  region ;  some  cough;  ordered  the  following  pill  eyarj 
two  hours  and  a  half: 

H  Hydrarg.  chlorid.  mit  gr.  ss. 

Pulv.  ipecacuanhae  gr  j. 

Mor{)hiae  sulphat.  gr.  ^. 
M.  ft.  pil.  i. 

5  P.M. — Complains  of  heart-burn,  nausea,  thirst,  and  frequent 
alvine  evacuations ;  pulse  73,  strong  and  full ;  craves  acid  drinks. 
Prescribed  a  weak  solution  of  citric  acid ;  it  did  not  appear  to 
agree  with  the  stomach.  At  9  o  clock  slight  vomiting :  therefore 
directed  morphia^  gr.  ss.,  ipecivc.  pulv.  gr.  ii.  At  11^  o'clock  ad- 
ministered morphia,  gr.  ss.  In  half  an  hour  p:it:ent  fell  intaan 
easy  sleep,  his  pulse  growing  softer.  Directed  gum-water  Mad 
ice- water,  a  tablespoon  ful  alternately  every  half  hour,  and  the 
morphia  every  two  and  a  half  hours. 

January  14th. — Met  patient  standing  in  the  door ;  appetite 
sood;  pulse  70,  and  soft;  wound  looks  well;  dressed  it,  and  or- 
dered one  blue  pill,  to  be  followed  by  enema  if  it  failed  to 
operate. 

On  the  16th  the  wound  was  nearly  healed,  and  he  had  walked 
half  a  mile  to  see  a  neighbor.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  hasty 
epiitle,  (Feb.  19th,)  he  has  been  out  of  the  settlement  some  two 
weeks,  and  I  learn  has  been  at  work.  Wdut  his  exact  condition  is 
at  present  I  do  not  know,  not  having  seen  him  since  he  began  to 
go  abroad.  Yuui's  respectfully,  Ac, 

T.  B.^BAU 


KoTE. — There  must  be  very  few  cases  of  this  operation  on  re- 
cord, as  we  have  succeeded  in  finding  but  one,  which  is  described 
in  CheliuH*  System  of  Surgery,  in  a  note  by  Mr.  South:  ^'Barnes," 
he  says,  ''  quotes  from  Becker  the  case  of  a  young  peasant,  who 
on  the  29th  of  May,  1G35,   whilst  endeavoring  to  produce  vomit- 
ing with  the  handle  of  h  knife,  let   it  slip   from  his  fingers,  and 
pass  into  the  stomach.     lie  was  much  frightened,  but  able   to  go 
about  his  usual  occupation.     It  was,  however,  determined  to  re- 
ore  the  knife  by  operation,  which  was  done  on  the  9th  of  July 
llowing,  by   a  surgeon   and   Inhotomist,    mim  mI   ^hoval      *A 
might  inoisiOQ  was  made  in  the  ltd  hijpoohon  Irium^  two  fiugen 
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bi^dth  under  the  false  ribs,  firat  through  the  sicin  and  ceralur 
membrane,  then  through  the  muscle-j  t^ndperUoneftm  Thestomach 
aabdided  andslipp/d  fiom  the  fingers. which  prevented  it  from  being 
icomediatel y  seized  ;  but  it  'f  is  at  l^n^th  c  laght  hoM  of  with  a  cur?- 
od  needle,  and  drawn  out  of  the  woaml.  A  small  iacisioa  was  then 
noftde  into  it  upon  the  knife,  which  wis  then  easily  extracted.  The 
atomach  immediately  collapsed  After  the  external  wound  had 
been  properly  cleansed,  it  was  united  with  five  sutures,  and  tepid 
balsam  poured  into  the  interstices.  Tents  impregnated  with  the 
Bame  balsam,  and  a  cataplasm  of  bolar  earth,  the  white  of  egg, 
and  alum  were  then  applied.'  (P  324  )  Two  sutures  were  re- 
moved next  day ;  on  the  following  day  two  more  ;  but  the  fifth  is 
not  not  noticed.  On  the  fourteenth  day  after  the  operation  the 
wound  had  healed  Dr.  Oliver  saw  this  knife  at  Konigsberg  in 
1635,  and  s.iys  it  was  six  inches  and  a  half  bag.  The  patient 
completely  recovered." 

This  is  the  only  instance  of  gastrotomy  proper  we  have  been 
able  to  find  recorded.  The  rarity  of  the  operation  is  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  fact  that  most  substances  capable  of  entering  the  sto- 
mach pass  eventually,  even  tho.igh  quite  balky,  into  the  intestine ; 
in  which  case  enterotomy  may  be  required  for  their  extraction.  Of 
this  latter  operation,  for  the  relief  either  of  intestinal  obstructions 
or  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies  in  the  bowels,  numerous  cases  are 
on  record.  Mr.  Benj.  Philips,  in  an  excellent  monograph,  pub- 
lished in  the  31st  volume  ot  the  Royal  Medico  Chirurgical  Trans- 
lictions,  relates  twenty-seven  cases  of  intestinal  obstruction,  for 
vhieh  operations  were  performed.  Thirteen  of  these  were  success- 
ful, though  many  of  them  were  at  the  cost  of  establ  shing  an  arti- 
ficial anus.  An  interesting  case  is  relaied  by  Dr.  White,  of  New 
York  in  the  Kew  York  Medical  Repository,  Vol  X  ,  1807,  where 
a  silver  spoon,  swallowed  by  a  patient  while  delirious,  was  re- 
moved from  the  ileum.—  £i>rxoR. 


From  tbflAmer  M«d  Gat«tU,N  T. 

Sedative  Powers  of  the   Root  of   Yellow  Jesamine.     By  Dr. 
OlbaVbland,  of  Cincinnati. 

Mr.  Ebjtor:  For  some  time  past  the  profession  in  the  West 
and  Soutii  have  had  their  attention  called  to  root  of  the  Geesem' 
inym  Scmftivi/eus  or  Yellow  JessatLine  as  possessed  of  verj 
wond  -rful  and  valuable  remedial  properties;  even  those  of  the  most 
opposite  and  contra<lictory  nature  having  been  ascribed  to  it. 

The  history  of  the  discovery  of  its  power  is  said  to  have  been  ast 
li^wt :  A  planter  of  Mississippi,  wHuse  name  is  not  rememb«r- 
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dd,  while  laboring  under  a  severe  attack  of  billious  fever,  which 
had  not  yielded  to  the  remedies  used,  sent  a  servant  into  his  gar^ 
den  to  procure  a  root  and  prepare  an  infusion  of  it  for  him  to  drink. 
The  servant,  by  mistake,  collected  the  root  of  the  Yellow  Jessa- 
mine, made  an  infusion  of  it,  and  gave  it  his  master  to  drink.  — 
Soon  after  swallowing  some  of  it,  the  planter  lost  his  muscular 
power,  so  as  to  be  unable  to  m6ve  a  limb  or  to  raise  his  eyelids; 
while  he  could  hear  and  feel  and  exeicise  his  usual  faculties  as 
well  as  in  health. 

His  friends  became  much  alarmed  at  his  great  prostration,  but 
after  some  hours  he  recovered  his  muscular  powers,  and  was  highly 
pleased  to  find  himself  free  from  fever.  He  soon  learned  from  his 
servant  what  plant  it  was  from  which  he  obtained  the  root,  and 
trying  its  effoots  upon  the  people  of  his  own  plantation  and  those 
of  his  neig..bors,  he  ascertained  that  he  ha  I  a  valuable  remedy 
for  fevers.  The  use  of  the  article  became  known  to  a  quack,  who 
prepared  from  the  Gelsimura  a  nostrum  which  he  style*!  the 
"  Electrical  Febrifuge,"  which  was  simply  the  tincture  of  the 
root  of  the  Gelsimum,  prepared  with  dilute  alcohol,  and  disguised 
with  the  essence  of  winter- green. 

After  a  time  the  true  character  of  this  tincture  became  known 
to  the  profession,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  being  used  very 
frequently  by  many  of  this  part  of  the  country,  who  however 
seem  from  their  reports  not  to  have  a  very  clear  idea  of  its  action 
on  the  system,  or  the  class  of  cases  for  which  it  is  indicated. 

I  have  tested  it  uncorobined  with  any  other  medicine,  until  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  sedatives  at  presenl 
known  lo  the  profession— and  peculiarly  valuable,  as  it  expends 
its  force  mainly  upon  those  nerves  that  are  distributed  to  the  mus- 
cles of  locomotion,  leaving  entirely  ui»aifected  the  intellectual  fac^ 
ulties,  and  probably  the  great  ganglionic  system  of  nerves. 

We  have  in  the  Aconite  a  valuable  sedative  to  the  nerves  of 
general  sense,  or  an  onsesthetic  to  those  nerves  which,  when  in- 
fringed upon,  cause  the  sensation  of  pain — a  real  pain-destroyer — 
so  far  as  the  superficial  sensatory  nerves  are  C(  ncerned.  Hence 
its  value  as  an  cxti  rnal  application  in  all  painful  conditions. 

In  the  veratrum  viride  we  have  «n  excellent  sedative  to  the 
muscular  system,  and  to  depress  vascular  excitement ;  but,  while 
it  depresses  the  vagus  nerve,  decreasing  the  frequency  of  the  con- 
tractions of  the  heart,  and  deadening  the  sensibility  of  the  lunss, 
and  thus  relieving  them  of  a  sense  of  want  of  breathing,  it  also 
sometimes  deranges  the  gastric  nerves,  producing  such  an  amount 
of  nausea,  and  even  vomiting,  as  to  preclude  the  further  use  of  the 
emedy  It  also  not  unfrequcntly  induces  such  free  cathasis  aa 
bus  to  greatly  injure  the  patienf  if  its  use  is  continued. 

These  objections  do  not  obtain  against  the  Crelseminam,  fof 
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while  it  proves  a  most  powerful  sedative  to  the  nerves  supplying 
the  muscles  of  locomotion,  as  in  the  case  of  the  planter  who  first 
took  it,  it  never  seems  to  produce  the  slightest  effect  upon  the 
brain,  or  in  the  least  degree  to  denrnge  the  stomach  or  howels. 

It  does  lessen  the  pulse  and  the  frequency  of  respiration,  and 
while  it  produces  a  wonderful  relsixation  of  all  the  muscles,  it  re- 
lieves all  sense  of  pain  by  acting  upon  the  nerves  of  general  sense 
in  a  Bianner  similar  to  aconite. 

Usually  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  minutes  elapse  after  the 
agent  is  taktn  into  the  stomach  before  tlie sedative  is  experienced; 
and  if  the  dose  be  not  repeated,  its  influence  will  continue  only 
for  an  hour  or  two.  Many  practitioners,  however,  seera  not  to 
be  aware  of  this,  and  oider  doses,  in  my  opinion,  unnecessarily 
large,  and  repeat  them  only  once  in  six  or  eight  hours. 

As  yet  the  Gelseminum  has  been  but  little  used,  except  in  the 
•form  of  a  tincture  prepared  with  dilute  alcohol  ;  but.  as  in  the 
instance  of  its  first  trial,  experience  proves  that  the  sedative  pro- 
perty is  fully  soluble  in  water ;  and  the  expe'rience  of  some  m 
IJew  Orleans,  who  n  ade  use  of  a  tincture  prepared  with  strong 
alcohol,  would  indicate  that  the  root  contained  a  dangerous  resin- 
oid  substance,  readily  soluble  in  strong  alcohol,  but  not  soluble  m 
dilute  liquor  or  in  water.  Some  deaths  even  occurred  in  that  city, 
which  were  supposed  to  be  produced  by  this  poisonous  reeinoid 
principle. 

The  dose  of  the  saturated  tincture,  with  dilute  alcohol,  is  from 
three  to  thirty  drops;  and  I  think  it  much  better  and  safer  to  give 
^mall  doses  frequently  repeated,  than  to  risk  a  too  large  dose  of  a 
powerful  sedative  mexiicine. 

I  need  not  call  tlie  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  great  variety 
of  cases  in  which  sedatives  are  indicated,  and  in  which  those  that 
jact  as  lobelia  or  veratrum  do,  on  the  stomach  or  bowels,  are  contra^ 
indicated.  Peihaps  no  other  class  of  agents  would  be  more  fre- 
.qnently  resorted  to  than  these,  did  the  j  rofession  feel  sure  they 
could  command  the  agent  which  would  produce  the  desired  ef- 
fect. 

From  sufficient  personal  experience,  ns  well  as  from  the  obser- 
vations of  many  physicians  who  have  used  this  picparatlon,  I  am 
satisfied  that,  as  a  sedative  to  the  nerves  branching  from  the  spinal 
cord,  and  going  to  the  organs  of  locomotion,  or  the  nerves  of  vol- 
untary UJOti^^n,  and  in  a  lesser  degree  the  vagus  or  sympathetic 
branches  of  nerves  tlat  are  distributed  to  the  heart  and  the  lungs, 
inducing  a  less  poweiful  and  less  frequent  pulse,  and  a  more  slug- 
gish and  feebler  respiration,  the  Gelseminum  will  prove  highly 
eatisfactory  to  any  who  may  ^'ive  it  a  trial. 

It  has  had  ascribed  to  it  tonic,  alterative,  anti-periodic,  and 
phlogistic,  anti-spasmodic,  diaphoretic,  diuretia.  and  perhaps  many 
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Other  anomalous  ^nd  contradictory  prof  erties  ;  but,  like  the  lau- 
dations of  so  many  fooiish  trends,  so  niuch  hos  been  said,  that 
but  little,  if  any,  of  these  statements  by  many  have  been  be- 
lieved. 

It  may  be  possessed  of  other  powers,    but  my  mojt  careful  test- 
ing of  the  drug. his  revealed  to  me  oftly  its  sedative  powers. 

Yours,  &c., 

Cincinnati,  February,  1855.  C.  II.  ClkaV£LAND. 


Ulceration  of  the  Lees.  Cliiiical  Lecture  delivered  at  St  Bar* 
tholomew's  Hospital,  on  Faiday,  Jan.  12th.  By  Fredbrick 
G.  Skyb,  Esq.,  F.R  S.,  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital. 

GeNtlbmen — I  propose,  in  the  ensuing  lecture,  to  direct  your 
attention  to  a  group  of  cnses  that  have  recmtly  come  under  treat- 
ment in  the  wards  that  have  been  placed  under  my  charge  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  hospital.  They  aie  those  of  chronic  ulceration  of 
the  legs,  and,  for  the  most  part,  occurring  in  persons  of  advancing  • 
years.  There  are  few  persons  attending  the  practice  of  our  Lon- 
doQ  hospitals  who  are  not  alive  to  the  frequency  of  this  form  of 
disease.  Our  out-patients,  as  well  as  our  rfispensary  receiving- 
rooms,  teem  with  them.  It  may  be  truly  said,  their  name  is  le- 
gion, whether  in  town  or  country.  There  is  no  disease  so  uni- 
versal as  the  chronic  ulcers  of  the  leg  in  the  lower  classes  of  so- 
ciety, and,  for  rei'sons  that  I  shall  presently  state,  to  this  class 
are  they  almost  exclusively  confined.  Eighteen  )^ears  have  elapsed 
einoe  I  published  a  small  pumphlet  on  the  iieatment  of  this  most 
common  but  troublesome  malady.  After  eighteen  years,  a  wider 
field  of  observation  is  open  to  me,  and  I  have  njoiced  in  the  op- 
portunity of  testing  the  truth  of  the  views  I  then  promulgated. 
They  have  been  tried,  and  I  am  confiimed  in  their  tiuth,  and  the 
result  of  that  evidence  I  now  proceed  to  place  before  you. 

[The  following  cashes  arc  drawn  up  by  Mr.  StanwcU,  Mr.  Skye'i 
house  surgeon  :J  "^ 

W.  6 ,  aged  41,  admitted   under  Mr,  Skye   into  Harley 

ward  on  Nov.  IHh,  1854     i  n  the  lett  leg,  on  its  inner  aspect,  was 

a  large  indolent  ulcer,  with  very  prominent  white  edges.     He  had 

been  troubled   with  this  ibr  several   years,  and  been  unimproved 

bv  treatment.     The  ulcer  was  about 'the  size  of  a  crown  piece. 

He  took  the  common  diets  with  a  pint  of  porter  daily,  and  auap- 

nd-opium  pill,  five  grains  at  night.     The  alteration  which  even 

o  doses  of  the  pill  made  in  the  appearanoe  of  the  ulcer  was   aa 

EDarkable  as  it  was  beneficial.    liie  grauulatioas  (before   palo, 
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flaWj,  and  extremely  unhealthy)  \rero  red,  small,  and  covered 
with  a  thill  layer  of  healthy  pus;  the  edges,  before  unhealthy  and 
white,  were  level  with  the  granulations.  The  last  change  wa», 
however,  assisted  by  the  application  of  strapping  and  bandage. 
He  progressed  favoral»1y.  The  ulcer  nearly  healed,  until  Nov, 
28th.  when,  with  another  patient  in  the  ward,  he  was  seized  with 
phlebitis.  The  ulcer  now  rapidly  lost  ground.  Under  tonic  and 
stimulating  treatment,  he  again  got  better,  and  is  now  in  Aber- 
nethy  ward,  almost  convalescent. 


G.  C ,  aged  59,  was  admitted  into  Harley  ward  on  the  9th 

of  Nov.  1854.  He  had  si'ffered  for  many  years  from  numerous 
small  ulcers  on  the  left  leg  and  foot,  lor  which,  as  a  means  of 
cure,  and  as  a  last  resource,  amputation  was  deemed  advisable. 
The  ulcers,  on  admission,  presented  a  most  unhealthy  aspect; 
deeply  excavated;  ishite,  overhanging  maigins;  pale,  nabby  gra- 
nulations, from  which  a  thin,  sanious  discharge  issued.  On  ad- 
mission, he  was  orderei^  ;he  common  diet  of  the  hospital,  and  a 
pint  of  porter  daily.  Ordered  conft^i|jgi^of  baik  two  drachms, 
three  times  a  day ;  acetate  of  nierfl|&  two  grains ;  cerate,  a 
drachm,  as  an  external  applicatioi^  t(wHJrulcers.  This  treatment 
he  continued  till  the  27th  of  NovevRr,  when  he  began  to  take 
the  pills  three  times  a  day,  tho  effect  on  the, fleers  being  manifest- 
ly very  good.  He  is  now  lying  in  Aberpethy  ward,  gradually 
getting  better;  under  the  same  treitment. 


/ 


(iifi. 


J  P ,  a  healthy-looking  countrymjfi.    was   admitted  into 

Ilarley  wai-d  on  the  11th  of  November,  !K54,  suffering  from  a 
chronic  ulcer  of  the  left  leg,  which  had  for  some  years  resisted 
nil  attempts  to  cure  it.  The  man  suffered  a  good  deal  frem  cold 
extremities.  The  ulcer  presented  the  ordinary  characters  of  the 
indolent  class.  Good  diet,  rest,  and  the  internal  administration 
of  opium,  night  and  murning,  m  the  form  of  soap-and  opium  pill, 
rapidly  converted  the  unhealty  granulations  into  red-pointed  and 
cleanly  secreting  ones.  After  a  short  time,  (on  Nov.  30th,)  he 
took  half  a  grain  of  extract  of  opium,  night  and  morning,  as  tbei 
combination  with  soup,  seemed  to  relax  the  bowels.  An  attack  of 
phlebitis,  from  which,  under  the  treatment  mentioned  in  the  ward 
pajiCr,  (l)ec.  Ist,)  hiy  ecovend.  checked  the  process  of  cure  (which 
was  rapidly  going  on)  tor  some  days.  On  its  cessation,  the  ulcer 
again  assumed  a  healthy  character,  and  he  was  discharged  on  the 
4th  of  January. 

Emily  S ,  aged   four  year^,  was  admitted  into  Treasurer 

ward  in  the  10th  of  November,  1854.  About  an  hourlbefore  a 
mailnr  ed  over  her  k-ight  loot  and  ankle,  causmg  a  se- 


210  SBLBCTIOSa. 

vere  and  extensitely  lacerated  wound  of  the  dorsam  and  sole  of  tlitf 
foot.  In  the  former  situation,  the  extensor  brevis  digitorum  mus- 
cle, and  the  tendons  o\  the  extensors  of  the  toes  were  exposed. 
The  integument  and  fatty  tissue  on  the  sole  were  much  lacerated. 
The  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  into  as  accurate  apposition 
as  possible,  and  wet  lint  co>ered  over  the  whole  injured  surfa^se. 
The  child  progressed  favorably,  in  every  respect,  until  November 
16th,  when  erysipelas  (at  tlie  time  very  apparent)  made  its  ap- 
pearance, extending  to  the  knee.  The  leg  was  wrapped  in  cotton 
wool,  and  a  bread -and- water  poultice  applied  to  the  foot.  At  the 
same  time,  she  was  ordered  one  grain  of  the  disulphate  of  qui- 
nine every  two  hours,  and  six  ounces  of  wine  daily.  The  inflam- 
mation gradually  subsided,  the  quinine  having  been  previously  in-» 
creased  to  two  grains,  and  afterwards  changed  for  tincture  of  cin-* 
chona,  forty  minims,  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia,  twenty  minims, 
every  four  hours.  The  granulations  of  the  surface  of  the  wound 
on  Dec.  4th  appearing  indolent  and  unhealthy,  Mr.  Skye  ordered 
one  grain  of  soap-and  opium  pill  every  night  This  has  been 
continued  since  Strapping  has  also  been  employod,  and  the  child 
remains  now  in  the  hospit^  a  happy  example  of  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  opium  on  unhealtliy^grjjnulating  surfaces* 

Mr.  P ,  a  London  merchant,  aged  66,  tall  and  stout,  had  » 

chronic  ulcer  on  his  leg,  nearly  as  large  as  the  crown  of  a  moder-' 
ate  sized  hat.  It  had  been  his  companion  for  seventeen  years.  He 
applied  to  two  eminent  surgeons,  who  said  that  they  neither  could 
nor  dared  to  heal  it.  The  supposed  evil  attending  the  arrest  of  a 
long-standing  wound  in  the  system  you  must  take  for  what  it  i» 
worth.  My  faith  is  somewhat  equivocal,  i  tqld  him  I  could  cure 
it,  and  I  dared  to  cure  it     It  discharged    immense    qaautities  of 

foetid  ichor,  and    hid   done  so  foi*  years.     Mr   P *  was  almost 

excluded  from  the  drawing-room  of  his  friends.  I  gave  him  half 
a  grain  of  extract  of  opium  night  and  morning,  and  I  strapped  hia 
ulcer  daily.  In  three  days  he  expressed  astonishment  at  the  al« 
tered  aspect  of  his  deeply  excavated  ulcer  In  a  week  I  incrcaa- 
,  ed  the  dose  to  one  grain.  In  forty-two  days  this  immense  wound 
bad  healed  to  the  size  of  a  small  watch.  His  health  improved 
under  the  treatment.  During  the  above  period  ho  had  taken  no 
form  of  medicine  but  that  I  have  mentioned. 

Such  is  the  treatment  I  have  adopted  in  these  cases  of  ulcer  of 
the  lower  limbs;  and  you  will  natur.illy  inquire  into  its  principles 
and  objects,  for  it  is  not  sufficient  that  yon  learn  the  efflciicy  of  a 
given  remedy  in  any  given  disease.  You  are  bound,  as  students, 
^o  inquire  into  the  rationale  or  the  principle  of  a  remedy,  that  you 
nay  iiereat'ter  yourselves  extend  its  application,  and  generalise  uu 
ts  influence,  were  it  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  compariDg, 
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elaflfeing,  or  distinguishing  diseases ;  for  it  maj  not  unreasonably 
^  inierred  that  two  or  more  apparently  dissimilar  diseases,  which 
we  amenable  to  the  same  remedy,  must  have  at  least  some  charac- 
ters in  common. 

I  renture  to  attribute  to  this  remarkable  drug  the  property  of 
promoting  the  formation  of  healthy  granulations  on  a  surface  that, 
notwithstJin<ling  all  the  previous  appliances  of  surgery,  is  yet  flat, 
pale,  and  ungranulating  ^ow,  there  is  no  example  of  the  power 
of  opium  to  effect  this  object  more  conclusive,  or  in  which  there 
is  more  work  to  be  done,  than  that  form  of  disease  of  which  I  am 
speaking,  which  consists  of  a  gap  formed  on  the  surfi^^ce  of  the 
body,  of  greater  cr  less  depth  in  diameter,  and  in  which  there  ex- 
ists not  even  a  trace  of  a  curative  action ;  and  yet  the  object  is 
accomplished  by  means  of  this  age  nt,  and  often  with  remarkable 
celerity.  We  call  opium  a  stimulant  and  sedative.  As  a  stimu- 
lant, it  is  not  very  often  emph»yed  in  practice ;  while  its  properties 
as  a  sedative  are  well  known,  and  in  daily  requisition.  Its  pro- 
perty of  mitigating  pain  and  of  promoting  sleep  is  that  for  which 
it  is  almost  exclusively  employed  ;  and  so  completely  is  its  action 
associated  with  this  sedative  principle,  that  its  occasional  influence 
as  a  stimulant  is  almost  entirely  lost  sight  of.  and  the  stimulating 
property  has  merged  in  the  supposed  sedative.  How  otherwise 
can  we  explain  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Pott,  who  may  almost  be 
termed  the  father  of  modern  British  Surgery]  In  speaking  of  the 
subject  of  opium  in  the  treatment  of  gangrena  senilis,  he  refers 
its  undoubt  d  eSicacy  to  its  property  of  soothing  pain.  He  says: 
'^I  have  always  found  that  whatever  tended  to  calm,  to  relax,  and 
to  appease,  at  least  retarded  mischief,  if  it  did  no  more." 

But,  in  truth,  pain,  though  common,  is  by  no  means  an  invari- 
able concomitant  of  senile  gangrene  ;  and  it  is  tolerable  notorious 
that  opium  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  all  cases  of  this  disease.  How 
then — on  what  principle  docs  opium  act  in  those  numerous  cases 
of  senile  gangrene  that  are  destitute  of  pain^  and  in  which  it  is  an 
equally  efficacious  remedy  ? 

I  believe  that  its  sedative  properties  have  little  concern  with 
the  result.  In  truth,  opium  is  a  most  valuable  stimulant  of  the 
vital  powers,  and  whether  its  action  originates  with  the  centre  or 
the  periphery  of  the  circulation,  whether  primarily  on  the  heart 
or  on  the  capillary  vessels,  I  do  not  pretend  to  know.  But  there 
is  no  drug,  simple  or  composite,  known  to  our  pharmacologists 
that  possesses  an  equal  power  with  opium,  of  giving  energy  to  the 
capillary  system  of  arteries,  of  promoting  animal  warmth,  and 
thus  maintaining  an  equable  balance  of  the  circulation  throughout 
the  body.  To  maintain  the  balance  of  the  circulation!  How  much 
of  meaning  is  attached  to  these  words  ! — how  many  afllections  of 
the  bodily  frame  may  not  be  brought  within  the  range  of  this  defi-« 
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nitkm  !  Take  the  common  chilbl&in  :  what  is  it  bat  a  local  eon* 
geetionof  blood  caused  by  defective  capillary  power?  There  is 
no  better  remedy  than  opium  ;  cold  feet,  as  characterizing  a  per- 
son or  a  coustitution,  equally  relieved;  senile  gangrene,  the  result 
of  arrest  of  the  capillary  circulation,  or  its  apparent  opposite,lo:al 
hypersemia — these  diseases,  one  and  all,  manifest  a  local  power,  a 
failure  in  the  balance  of  circulation.  The  term  ''  inflammation/' 
a  word  formerly  in  the  mouths  of  our  professional  gentlemen  on 
all  occasions,  is  now  limited  in  its  application,  and  should  be  yet 
more  limited,  and  I  believe,  in  a  yet  more  advanced  state  of  medi- 
cal science,  will  be  restricted  to  an  actually  rare  condition  of  the 
system.  The  influence  of  opium  in  such  conditions  is  that  of  pro- 
moting a  genial  warmth  over  the  system,  a  glow  exactly  resem- 
bling, and  in  fact  identical  with,  that  produced  by  the  reaction 
on  the  system  which  is  caused  by  the  cold  bath.  //  is  local 
health,  and  the  sensation  is  most  agreeable  The  benefit  derived 
from  opium, when  administered  for  the  purpose  of  arrt  sting  inflam- 
matory action  of  the  vessels,  admits,  I  think,  of  much  doubt,  and 
should  be  resorted  to  with  some  hesitation  as  a  remedial  agent, 
though  I  am  quite  persuaded  that  the  evil  of  its  administration  ia 
greaSy  overrated.  But  who  will  profess  ignorance  in  these  days 
of  the  inestimable  value  of  this  agent  when  resorted  to  immediate- 
ly after  an  attack  of  inflammation  has  been  subdued  by  a  local  or 
Seneral  bleeding  ?  Here  we  can  imagine  that  the  activity  of  the 
isease  being  checked,  the  diffusing  influence  of  opium  on  the  cir- 
culation may  act  as  a  simple  derivative,  operating  on  the  vessels 
at  the  moment  they  are  not  indisposed  to  yield  up  their  blood,  and 
to  which  indeed  they  are  compelled  by  the  diffusive  power  of  the 
general  stimulus. 

Many  years  ago,  and  before  the  introduction  of  railway  travel- 
ing, I  was  summoned  late  one  afternoon  to  see  a  patient  some 
eighty  miles  from  London.  I  traveled  outside  the  mail.  This  oc- 
curred in  the  month  of  December,  and  the  night  was  extremely 
cold.  By  some  mistake,  I  omitted  to  bring  my  great-coat,  and  for 
the  first  hour  I  suffered  a  good  deal.  On  reaching  a  town  at 
some  ten  miles  distance  from  London,  I  took  the  opportunity, 
while  changing  horses,  to  run  across  the  street  to  a  druggist's 
shop,  where  I  ordered  a  draught,  containing  twenty-five  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium.  I  believe  I  was  the  only  person  outside  the 
coach  that  night  who  did  not  suffer  the  slightest  sensation  from 
cold.  But  it  will  be  urged  by  many,  who  have  experimented  on 
and  who  have  observed  less  than  I  have  done,  the  medical  proper- 
ties of  opium,  the  infinite  importance  of  studying  the  reactive  ef- 
fects of  this  deadly  poison,  and  they  would  inquire  into  the  oon- 
iition  of  a  person  so  treated  on  the  following  day.  You  may  be 
issared  that  it  amounts  to  nil    You  will,  I  am  sure,  readily  un- 
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deretand  what  I  mean  when  I  saj  the  cold  and  the  opiam  mntoal- 
I7  balanced  and  mutually  neutralized  each  other.  Tnere  could  be 
no  action,  because  the  influence  of  the  depressing  agent,  viz.,  the 
cold,  rather  than  otherwise,  exceeded  in  duration  that  of  the  stim- 
ulant. If  the  period  of  prostration  were  brief,  and  limited  to  one 
or  two  hours,  the  argument  might  hold  ;  but  it  is  but  a  sorry  ob- 
jection to  be  urged  after  all. 

I  wish  I  could  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  medical  authorities 
in  the  Crimea  the  real  benefit  that  might  be  derived  to  our  noble 
troops^  beaten  down  by  intense  cold  and  suffering  in  its  various 
forms,  fro.u  the  judicious  administration  of  opium.  If  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  in  addition  to  the  oriu 
narv  quantum  of  rum,  were  administered  to  each  soldier  whose 
nightly  services  are  required  in  the  trenches  or  on  guard,  you 
would  hear  little  complaint  of  cold  for  that  night,  neither  would  it 
produce  the  smallest  tendency  to  sleep.  And  what  do  you  ima- 
gine would  be  the  objection  urged  against  the  proposition?  '*  You 
would  destroy  the  efficiency  of  the  entire  army  ;  you  would  cor- 
rupt their  morals ;  you  would  engender  the  most  enervating  hab- 
its; they  would  all  degenerate  into  professed  opium-eaters;  and, 
in  fact,"  says  the  alarmist,  *'the  idea  is  preposterous." 

Here  again  I  assert  that  no  possible  evil  could  result ;  the  only 
sensation,  present  and  future,  would  be  the  absence  of  cold,  if 
cold  beget  suflering,  opium  is  the  antidote  of  that  sufiering,  and 
the  one  will  assuredly  neutralize  the  other. 

Notwithstanding  the  prejudices  and  the  bigotry  that  have  long 
beset  the  public  mind  on  this  subject,  and  from  which  our  profes- 
sion is  not  tot  illy  exempt,  there  is  no  comparison  to  be  drawn 
between  the  practice  af  dram  drinking,  and   the  excessive  indul- 

{;ence  in  the  use  of  opium.  The  man  who  indulges  in  spirituous 
iquors  makes  daily  inroads  on  his  digestive  powers,  not  less  than 
on  his  brain.  His  appetite  is  destroyed,  and  the  pabulum  for  his 
blood  is  withheld  from  his  circulation.  He  is  stamped  for  life, 
and  his  perfect  health  is  irrecoverable.  The  influence  of  opium, 
when  taxen  as  a  means  of  indulgence,  though  deleterious,  is  not 
permanently  injurious.  It  exercises  no  serious  influence  on  his 
digestion,  or  on  his  cerebral  organs,  and  the  practice  once  con- 
trolled, leaves  him  in  a  condition  to  regain,  without  difficulty,  the 
fullest  vigor  of  both  bodily  and  mental  health. 

I  have  related  to  you  the  particulars  of  several  cases  of  chronio 
uleer  in  which  recovery  was  attributable  to  the  medical  properties 
of  opium,  and  almost  to  opium  alone.  The  character  of  these 
ulcers  strongly  marks  the  inactivity  of  their  nature,  and  hence  the 
class  of  society  to  which  they  belong.  They  are  marked  by  a  flat 
base,  which  indicates,  by  its  pale,  flabby  uniformity  of  surface, 
Ibat  no  reparatory  action  has  approached  it.    It  is  often  surround* 
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«d  by  a  thick,  high  ridge  of  Ijmph,  corered  bj  unhealthy  integu- 
ments. The  depth  of  the  ulcer,  which  may  be  seven  or  eight  lines, 
is  caused  portly  by  the  excavation  of  the  ulcer  below  the  natural 
level  of  the  healthy  integuments.  So  long  as  this  ridge  exists, 
although  granulations  may  foim,  and  will  form  from  the  date  of 
the  emp'oyment  of  the  opium,  yet  cicatrization  will  never  complete 
the  process  Of  cure  unless  some  wound  or  ridge  be  absorbed.  Now 
the  action  of  opium  is  not  alone  exhibited  in  the  development  of 
healthy  granulations,  but  in  the  entire  complement  of  such  ac- 
tions as  are  required  by  the  sore,  viz.,  the  formation  of  new  mi^- 
terial,  and  the  absorption  of  the  old. 

The  influence  of  the  stimulant  -is  exhibited,  therefore,  not  on 
one  particuldr  function.  It  does  not  merely  promote  secretion, 
but  it  stimulates  to  healthy  vital  actions  in  their  entirety,  viz.,  se- 
cretion, organization,  and  absorption  contemporaneously.  The 
granulations  are  secreted  and  organized,  while  the  circumvallation 
ot  unsound  mateaial,  the  product  of  years  of  growth,  is  gradually 
absorbed,  and  reduced  to  the  level  of  the  surrounding  integument. 
For  the  removal  ol  this  wall  it  is  quite  as  indispensable  to  the  ul- 
timate result  as  the  obliteration  of  the  cavity  by  granulation. 
Without  the  two  surfaces  be  brought  to  the  same  level,  the  process 
of  cicatrization,  or  skinning  over,  will  never  be  perfected. 

'  If,  therefore,  we  find  that  a  disease  like  that  I  have  described, 
and  which  exinbits  so  pilpably  a  dormant  condition  of  the  remote 
capillaries,  is  amenable  to  this  form  of  stimulant,  which  can  only 
accomplish  the  cure  by  the  substitution  of  healthy  for  morbid  ac- 
tions, why  should  we  restrict  its  employment  to  this  class  of^  dis- 
ease 1  Why,  as  I  have  elsewhere  inquired,  may  we  not  experi- 
ment with  success  on  any  local  disease  dependent  on  the  same 
cause — viz.,  an  inert  condition  of  the  remote  vascular  system  ? 

In  claiming  for  opium  the  merit  of  rousing  into  healthy  action 
the  dormant  capillary  sjrstem,  to  the  end  of  accomplishing  the 
permanent  cure  of  the  chronic  ulcer  of  the  legs  in  old  persons,  I 
by  no  means  wish  you  to  infer  that  I  consider  all  other  modes  of 
treatment  unworthy  of  trial.  Indeed  I  attach  great  value  to  that 
recommended  by  Mr.  Baynton,  of  Bristol,  and  others ;  but,  hav- 
ing tested  their  value,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  that 
which  I  have  recommended  as  by  far  the  most  certain  and  effica- 
cious.— London  LanccL 
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Cases  of  Polypus  of  the  Womb.  By  Walter  Chakitiho, 
'M.D. 

Lectures  in  Reply  to  the  Croonian  Leetures  for  1854,  of 
Charlbs  Wbst,  M.D.,  London.  By  Henry  Miller,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Obstetric  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Louisville, 
&c.  &c. 

Oration  before  the  Physico- Medical  Society  of  New  Orleans. 
By  A.  MercibR;  M.D.,  &c. 

Dr  John  H.  GrisconCs  Anniversary  Discourse  for  1854. 

Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane^  for  the 
Year  1854  By  Thomai  S.  Kirkbridb,  M.D.,  Physician  to 
the  Institution 

Tuelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  iState  Lunatic 
Asylum,  N.  Y, 

Dr.  Ghanninq  has  reported  thirteen  cases  of  uterine  polyput 
ifhich  has  come  under  his  own  observation.  The  pamphlet  is  re« 
published  from  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dr.  Miller's  Lectures  are  devoted  to  the  defence  of  the  speca* 
lum,  and  topical  medication  of  the  os  uteri  against  the  attacks  of 
Dr.  West.  We  have  not  space  for  an  analysis  even  of  the  leo- 
tnreSi  but  commend  them  to  the  attention  of  those  interested  in 
the  controversy.  It  may  be  that  the  true  value  of  the  speculum 
as  a  means  of  diagnosis  has  not  yet  been  determined.  We  hare 
ao  doubt  but  that  it  has  been  abused,  but  in  our  own  practice  it 
has  revealed  to  us  facts  in  regard  to  the  pathology  of  the  i 
oorvix  uteri,  that  we  did  not  know  how  to  acquire  in  an^ 
manner. 

A  notice  of  the  lectures  of  Dr.  West  will  be  found  o 
page. 
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Dr.  Merowr's  discourse  is  apon  the  progress  of  surgerj  sinee 
the  commencement  of  the  present  century.  Among  the  improve- 
ments due  to  American  surgeons,  Dr.  M.  records  the  extirpation 
of  the  ovary  practised  in  this  country  by  Drs.  McDowel  and 
Nathan,  and  Alban  Smith,  before  it  was  advocated  by  Morand 
and  Lizars.  The  two  inferior  thirds  of  the  sternum  and  the  ex- 
tremity  of  the  corresponding  ribs  were  resected  in  the  surgical 
wards  of  the  Charity  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  in  1846.  Dr.  Wed- 
derburn  removed  the  radius  and  cubitus  entire  in  1852.  Dr.  W. 
H.  Deaderick  of  Rogersville,  Tenn.,  removed  a  portion  of  the  in- 
ferior  maxillary  bone  in  1810,  two  years  before  Dupuytran  per- 
formed  the  same  operation,  which  added  so  much  to  his  reputation. 
Dr.  Mott,  in  1813,  first  passed  a  ligature  around  the  brachio- 
cephalic trunk  and  in  1827  first  ligated  the  common  iliac.  This 
operation  was  afterwards  performed  by  Crampton,  of  Dublin,  with- 
out  success,  and  by  C.  A.  Luzenberg,  of  New  Orleans,  result- 
ing  in  a  perfect  cure  of  his  patient.  Dr.  Luzenberg  also  twice  ex- 
tirpated the  parotid  gland. 

Dr.  Mercier  does  not  allude  to  the  triumphs  of  Dr.  Dudley  in 
the  operation  for  stone. 

Among  those  aids  which  America  has  rendered  to  progressive 
surgery  the  discovery  of  ether  and  chloroform,  and  their  appli- 
cation for  the  production  of  anaesthesia,  is  considered  by  our 
author— and  very  justly,  we  think— the  most  prominent. 

Accompanying  the  lecture  is  the  report  of  a  successful  operation 
for  ovariotomy. 

The  Anniversary  Discours*  of  Dr.  Griscom  before  the  New 
York  Academy  of  Medicine  is  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  *'the  re- 
lation  between  the  people  and  the  science  of  medicine."  It  it 
well  written,  and  calculated  to  interest  both  physician  and 
people. 

The  Report  of  the  Pennsylvaiiian  Hospital  for  the  Insane  oon- 
tains,  in  addition  to  the  usual  tables,  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Jacob  G.  Morris,  one  of  Jthe  managers  of  the 
institution'and  who  perished  on  the  ill-fated  Arctic. 

The  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  New  York  State  Lnnatit 
sylum  coontains  much  that  is  interesting  to  physicians. 
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Of  S60  patients,  the  diteMe  wm  hereditarj  in  142,  or  29-97 
per  cent  of  the  whole  number  admitted,  and  86-41  per  cent  had 
inaane  relatirea.  J* 


An  Inquiry  into  the  Pathological  Importance  of  the  Ulceration 
of  the  Os  Uteri :  beeing  the  Croonian  Lectures  or  the  Year 
1864.  By  Charlei  Wist,  M.D.,  4c.  A;c.  Philadelphia: 
Blanchard  and  Lea. 

Thb  views  of  Dr. West  on  this  quest io-vexata  must  be  regarded 
with  interest  by  the  prefession.  We  hare  therefore  read  with 
care  these  lectures,  with  the  hope  of  finding  some  new  light 
thrown  upon  the  pathology  and  significance  of  uterine  ulcera- 
tion. 

After  describing  the  changes  through  which  the  uterus  passes 
during  pregnancy,  and  after  parturition,  and  some  of  the  morbid 
conditions  sometimes  dependent,  partially  at  least,  on  those 
changes,  and  at  others  independent  of  them,  the  question  is  asked 
how  are  they  explained  ?  Do  they  proceed  from  an  invariabb- 
pathological  occurrence,  which  is  present  in  every  case,  how  wide* 
soever  may  be  in  other  respects  the  points  of  difference,  or  ava^ 
they  the  indications  of  disordered  function,  which  may  depend  cftk 
causes  various  as  those  which  produce  vomiting  or  occasion  dysp^ 
DQsaT'  This  inquiry  constitutes  the  subject  of  the  lectures,  an«i 
if  we  understand  it  aright,  it  is  this.  Is  ulceration  of  the  month 
•f  the  womb  a  local  disease,  producing  the  symptoms  usually  ac^ 
companying  it?  or  is  it  itself  one  of  a  numerous  train  of  symptoms 
indicating  functional  derangements,  dependent  upon  various 
causes  1     The  author  maintains  the  latter  proposition. 

Dr.  W'  gives  the  following  dcscriptton  of  ulcerations,  or,  as  Im 
terms  them,  abrasions  of  the  os  uteri : 

The  ulcerations  to  which  such  important  results  are  attributed 
are,  for  the  most  part,  mere  superficial  abrasions  of  the  epithelium 
investing  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri,  whose  abraded  sur&ee  is  of  a 
vivid  red  color,  and  finely  granular.  In  other  cases,  in  which  the 
absence  of  epi;hclium  is  less  complete,  the  surface  seems  beset  by 
a  large  nusiber  of  minute,  superficial,  apthons  ulcerations,  be- 
tween which  the  tissue  appears  healthy,  or  slightly  redder  thaoi 
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natural.     The  ulcerations  of  the  03  uteri  ieldoHa  or  never  present 
an  excavated  appearance,    with   raised   edges,  as  ulcers  of  other 
parts  often  do;  but  either  their  surface  is  smooth,  or  it  projects  9 
little  beyond  the  level  of  the  adjiicent  tissue.     They  are  usuallj, 
but  not  constantly^  of  greater  extent  on  the  posterit»r  than  on    the 
anterior  lip,  are  sometimes  confiued  to  the  former,  but  very  rarely 
indeed  limited  to  the  latter.     They  appear  to  commence  at  the  in- 
jier  margin  of  the  03  uteri, -whence  tliey  extend  onwardrf,  and  some- 
times, though  by   no  means  invariably,  the  short  extent  of  the 
canal  of  the  cervix  uteri  which  can  be  brought  into  view  by  the 
speculum,  appears  denuded  of  its  e]>itheliu.     The  adjacent  parts 
of  the  OS  uteri  vary  considerably  in  their  appearance  :  soraetimev 
their  natural  pale  rose  tint  is  preserved  up  to  the  abrasion  or  edge 
of  the  abrasion,  which  is  marked  by  a  distinct,  well  defined  line, 
while  at  other  times  the   whole  surface   is  of  a  much  more  vivid 
red  than  natural,  and  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  abraded 
and  the  healthy   surface  is   irregular   and  indistinct,  ihe  one  en- 
croachin^  on   the  other.     The  orifice   of  the  uterus  is  generally 
more  open  than  in  a  state  of  health  ;  and  the  disappearance  of  the 
abrasion,  which  always  takes  place  from    the   periphery  towards 
the  centre,  is  accompanied  by  the  gradual  closure  of  the  previously 
patent  orifice.     The  state  of  the  ti  sue  of  the  os  and  cervix  varies; 
sometimes  there  is  a  very  marked   softness  of  the  parts,  the  condi* 
tion  resembling  that  of  the  uterus  soon  after  abortion  or  delivery, 
while  at  other  times  it  is  much  harder  than  natural ;    but  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  at  all  a  common  occumnoe  for  extensive  abrasion  of 
the  OS  uteri  to  coexist  with  a  condition  of  the  organ  such  as  would 
seem  healtliy  to  the  touch.     The  secretion  from  the  surface  varies 
considerably  in   different  cases,  and  the  ch'ef  part  of  the  leucor- 
rhceal  discharge  from  which  patients  suffer  is  deriv<  d  from  withn 
theOanal  of  the  cervix,  or  fi-om  the  (avity  of  the  womb—  nat  from 
the  abrasion  itself    Still,  in   some  instances,   those  especially  in 
which  the  ulceration  presentwH  a  very  marked  granular  character, 
the  discharge  derived  from  this  source  alone  is  far  from  inconeider- 
able.     The  degree  of  sensibility  which  the  ulcerated  surface  pos* 
•esses  also  varies  gieatly;  now  and  then  the  slightest  touch  is  ex- 
tremely  painful ;   but  in  the  majority    of  cases,  the   ulcerated 
surface  is  not  more  sensitive  than  the  adjacent  parts,  nor  is  the 
neck  of  the  uterus,  whose  os  is  abraded,  by  any  means  constantly 
more  tender  to  the  touch  than  the  same  p  irt  of  an  organ  entirely 
free  from  that  infection. 

From  the  analysis  of  a  large  number  of  cases  tabulated  in  Lec- 
ture Second,  the  following  conclusions  are  derived  : 

let  Uterine  pain,  tnenstrual  disorder,  and    leucorrhceal  dis- 
ehargee — the  symptoms  ordinarily  attributed  to  ulcernation  of  tbe 
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08  uteri — are  met  with  independently  of  that  condition  almost  as 
often  as  in  connection  with  it. 

2d  These  symptoms  are  observed  in  both  classes  of  cases  with  a 
vastly  preponderating  frequency  at  the  time  of  the  greatest  vigor 
of  the  sexual  functions,  and  no  cause  l|as  so  great  a  share  in  their 
production  as  the  different  incidents  connected  with  the  active  exer- 
cise of  the  reproductive  powers.  But  it  does  nnt  appear  that 
ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  exerts  any  special  influence,  either  in 
causing  sterility  or  in  inducing  abortion. 

8d.  While  the  symptoms  are  identical  in  character  in  the  two 
classes  of  cases,  they  seem  to  present  a  slightly  increased  degree 
of  intensity  in  those  instances  in  which  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri 
existed. 

4th.  In  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by  careful  examination, 
four-fifths  of  the  cases  of  either  class  presented  appreciable  changes 
in  the  condition  of  the  uterus — such  as  misplacement,  enlargement, 
and  hardening  of  its  tissue,  while  frequently  several  of  these 
conditions  co-existed.  An  indurated  or  hypertrophied  state  of  the 
cervix  uteri  was,  however,  more  frequent  in  connection  with  ulcer- 
ation of  the  OS  uteri  than  independent  of  that  condition. 

5th.  The  inference,  however,  to  which  the  last-mentioned  fact 
would  seem  to  lead,  as  to  the  existence  of  some  necessary  relation, 
such  as  that  of  cause  and  effect — between  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri 
and  induration  of  its  cervix,  is  in  great  measure  negatived  by  two 
circumstances : — 

1.  The  number  of  instances  in  which  an  indurated  cervix  coex^ 
isted  with  a  healthy  os  uteri. 

2.  The  fact  that,  while  induration  of  the  cervix  was  present  in 
twenty-five  out  of  forty-six  cases,  in  which  the  ulceration  of  the 
08  uteri  was  very  slight,  it  was  altogether  absent  in  nine  out  of 
sixteen  cases  in  which  the  ulceration  was  noted'  as  having  been 
very  extensive. 

In  the  third  lecture,  Dr.  West  enters  into  a  consideration  of  the 
causes  of  uterine  disorder.  Numerous  cases  are  reported,  tending 
to  illustrate  and  sustain  the  proposition  contained  in  the  following 
short  extract : 

Unfortunately,  I  can  put  forward  no  such  pretensions,  for  I  be 
lieve  ihat  instead  of  the  different  symptoms  which  are  supposed  to 
depend  on  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  being  produced  by  that  or  by 
any  other  single  cause,  they  in  reality  arise  from  very  various 
causes;  that  atone  time  they  attend  on  general  constitutional 
disorder,  at  another  on  sume  ailment  of  the  sexual  system,  nnd  that 
ailment  by  no  means  the  same  in  every  instance.  If  this  be  so 
however;  instead  of  the  consideration  of  one  pathological  conditioo 
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of  the  uterus  and  its  possible  consequences,  we  have  to  inquire  into 
little  less  than  uterine  disorders  in  general,  their  causes  and  their 
symptoms — an  undertaking  which  would  occupy  not  one  lecture, 
but  several ;  and  the  preparation  for  which  would  be  the  study  of 
a  lifetime.  I 

Id  this  controversy  Dr.  West  seems  to  us  to  state  the  proposi- 
tion of  his  opponents  in  an  unfair  light.  The  most  strenuous 
sdvocates  of  topical  medication  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  admit 
diat  in  many  instances  the  symptom^^  that  accompany  ulceration 
of  those  tissues  may  be  dependent  on  other  causes,  and  that  for  their 
proper  treatment,  not  only  is  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  catalogue 
of  uterine  diseases  necessary,  but  that,  as  an  aid  in  diagnosis  and 
an  adjuvant  to  other  remedies,  the  speculum  and  topical  agents 
are  invaluable.  Dr.  W.  himself  admits  that  local  medication  is 
lM>metime8  necessary,  especially  in  that  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane  known  as  granular  metretis.  For  our  own  part,  we 
have  adopted  the  maxim :  in  medias  res  ibis  tuitssirmis.  We  are 
no  advocate  for  specialities  narrowed  down  to  the  treatment  of  a 
single  affection,  whatever  it  may  be.  Devotion  to  a  single  organ. 
Or  a  single  disease,  necessarily  results  in  ii\jury  to  both  physician 
and  patient,  and  the  man  who  sees  in  every  pelvic  pain  his  favor* 
ite  malady  is  fitly  described  by  our  author. 

He  unlearns  what  physiology  might  teach  him  of  the  uterus  and 
its  functions,  and  sees  in  all  the  varied  manifestations  of  diaovder 
the  expression  of  one  fact,  and  of  one  alone;  namely,  the  existenee 
of  ulceration  of  the  womb,  and  its  reaction  first  on  the  uterine 
svstem,  then  on  the  general  lie^th.  For  him,  indeed,  there  is 
little  more  to  learn  in  uterine  pathology ;  for  when  once  a  case  has 
been  ascertained  not  to  be  one  of  fibrous  tumor,  polypus,  or  cancer, 
then  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  is  the  almost  invariable  cause  to 
which  the  symptoms  are  referred,  and  the  cure  of  this  ulceration 
is  the  one  grand  object  at  which  he  endeavors.  All  the  evils  in- 
separable from  the  practice  of  a  speciality  are  thus  aggravated, 
and  the  natural  tendency  of  such  practice  to  subside  into  routine, 
or  to  degerate  into  empiricism  (I  use  the  word  in  no  invidious 
sense),  becomes  almost  unavoidable. 

After  discussing  the  dangers  from  the  use  of  the  agents  ordin- 
arily  employed,  the  Dr.  remarks : 

At  the  same  time  there  are  some  exceptional  cases,  which  I  haft 
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already  referred  to,  where  ulceration,  or  some  allied  morbid  con- 
dition of  tne  OS  uteri,  is  found  to  exist  independent  of  any  appre- 
ciable disease  elsewhere ;  and  others,  equally  rare,  in  which,  after 
symptoms  of  uterine  ailment  have  been  subdued,  a  morbid  state 
of  the  OS  uteri  persists  which  is  benefited  by  stimulant  applications. 
In  such  cases,  I  use  either  the  nitrate  of  silver  or  the  acid  nitrate 
of  mercury,  though  neither  of  them  frequently ;  and  for  wetks 
together  no  case  appears  among  my  patients  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  in  which  the  employment  of  either  appears  to  me  in- 
dicated. J. 


A  Systematic  TrecUise^  Historical^  Etiological  arid  Practical^ 
on  the  Principal  Diseases  of  the  Interior  Valley  of  North 
America,  ^c,  ^c.  By  Danibl  I  bake,  M.  D.  Edited  by 
S.  Hanbury  Smith,  M.  D.,   and   .Faancis  G.  Smith,  M.  D., 

Second  series    Philadelphia:  Lipp^ncott,  Grambo  &  Co.  1854 

• 

Thia  second  volume  of  Dr.  Drake's  great  work  has  been  on  our 
table  some  time,  and  we  should  have  noticed  it  earlier  but  that  w« 
wished  first  to  give  it  a  careful  examination.  This  we  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  do,  but  from  what  we  have  seen  of  it,  we  can 
assure  our  readers  that  it  will  not  diminish  in  the  least  the  repnA 
tation  of  its  distinguished  author,  of  whom  we  in  the  West  may 
justly  feel  proud.  The  two  volumes  constitute  a  complete  library 
on  the  diseases  of  the  great  Mississippi  .Valley. 

For  sale  by  A.  H.  k  G.  Burley.  -       J. 
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New  Orleans,  March  19th,  1855. 
Dr.  Davis: 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  spending  a  few  days  in  this  city,  I  have 
determined  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  hospitals 
and  become  acquainted  with  its  medical  advantages.  A  few  morn- 
ings since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  following  Drs.  Stone  and  Nott 
through  their  wards  in  the  Charity  Hospital.  In  the  Wards  of 
Dr.  Nott  were  a  large  number  of  consumptives,  the  most  of  whom 
h»d  contracted  the  disease  in  a  Northern  climate,  and  had  come 
here  to  wear  out  the  remaindiT  of  life.  So  far  as  I  could  see, 
no  treatment  was  pursued.  One  case  which  came  in  just  before 
our  visit,  was  hastily  examined  ;  the  ear  placed  beneath  the  sca- 
pula for  a  moment,  and  with  two  rude  thumps  thj  patient  was 
passed,  the  Dr.  remarking  that  ^'  there  were  cavities,  and  that  it 
was  a  hard  case."  Dr.  Nott  had  the  kindness  to  show  m«  a  very 
fine  specimen  of  diseased  bone,  the  enlarged  shaft  of  a  femur 
enclosing  a  sequestrum,  while  the  head  and  neck  of  the  bone  were 
yery  much  atrophied,  although  healthy  in  ap})earance.  The 
disease  had  been  of  long  standing,  and  I  learned  from  the  young 
man  who  made  the  post  mortem,  th  it  the  ilium  was  diseased. 

Dr.  Stone  showed  me  a  case  in  which  he  had  recently  removed 
a  malignant  tumor  of  the  lower  lip.  T>^o  incisions  were  made 
parallel  to  each  other,  and  extendi)ig  from  the  angles  of  the  mouth 
to  the  hyoid  bore.  The  flap  was  dissected  loose,  and  slid  up,  the 
diseased  parts  having  been  removed,  and  retained  in  position 
by  twisted  sutures.  The  operation  was  successful,  their  being  at 
present  but  little  deformity.  I  also  saw  in  the  surgical  wards  a 
case  of  hydrocele,  under  treatment.  The  method  adopted  was  by 
opening  freely  with  a  lancet  or  scalpel,  the  sac,  evacuating  the 
Ifluid  contents,  and  keeping  the  orifice  patent  bv  *^-  •"♦-Muction  of 
a  tent  of  lint.    Dr.  Stone  tells  me  that  this  "^se,  aa 

he  has  found  it  more  successful   than  injec 
laore  <uMler  the  control  of  the  surgeon.    We 


SDITOAIAL.  ^ 


Dr.  Stone  has  also  recently  tied  the  gluted  artery  for  tranmatic 
aneurism.    It  is  reported  at  length,  with  remarks,  in  the  New  Or- 
leans Medical  News  and  Hospital  Gazette.      A  hoy,  ten  years  of 
age,  on  the  28lh  of  December  last  received  a  penetrating  wound 
from  a  narrow  Maded  knife  in  the  gluteal  region.       The  wound 
healed  kindly,  and  the  patient  was   out  in  a  few  days.     On  the 
evening  of  the  third   of  January,    sharp   lancinating  pains  were 
felt  in  the  gluteal   region,  extending  during  the  next  day  to  the 
knee  and  ancle ;  on  the  fifth,  his  physician,  Dr.  Randall,  of  Gal- 
veston, Texas,  discovered  a  largo  pulsating  tumor  in  the  wounded 
tegion,  which,  in  spite   of  compression   and  every  means  used  to 
prevent  it,  continued  to  increase.     Dr.  R.  proposed  to  ligate  the 
gluteal  artery,  but  his  colleagues  not.  consenting,  the  patient  was 
brought  to  this  city  and  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Stone,  who 
operated  by  laying  open  the   tumor,  removing  the  clotted  blood, 
und  placing   a   ligature  around   the  artery  at  the  bottom   of  the 
wound. 

The  opf^ration  was  perfectly  successful,  the  patient  being  dis- 
ijharged  on  the  17th  day.  Ligature  of  the  gluteal  artery  is  cer- 
tainly a  rare  operation.  Its  depth  beneath  the  surface,  and  in 
traumatic  aneurism  the  difficulty  of  finding  it  in  the  infiltrated 
tissues,  would  certainly  be  sufficient  to  deter  most  surgeons  from 
making  the  attempt,  except  as  a  last  resort. 

Dr.  fc^ tone's  patients,  even  those  with  vascular  excitement,  were 
mostly  on  tonics  and  stimulants,  a  course  of  treatment  to  which 
observation  and  experience  sooner  or  later  conducts  most  practi- 
tioners in  the  South-west,  in  spite  of  the  theories  of  inflammation 
and  its  treatment  by  antiphlogistics.  In  several  cases  of  fracture 
the  dressings  were  very  simple. 

I  have  just  attended  the  commencement  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Lousiana.  The  address  to  the  class  by 
Dr.  Jones  consisted  in  an  enumeration  of  the  names  of  great  men 
who  have  been  connected  with  the  profession  of  medicine.  The 
effect  on  our  own  mind  was  to  make  us  feel  that  we  were  in  good 
company,  and  that,  however  much  quackery  may  have  done  to 
disgrace  us,  these  nobles  of  our  race  have  done  infinitely  more 
ii^  •Aom  and  di^rn^v  our  noble  science  and  our  philanthropic  art- 
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The  Dr.  intimated  that  he  had  a  work  in  preparation  in  which 
these  magnates  of  the  profession  would  be  catalogued. 

The  facilities  for  medical  study  are  as  good  here,  I  am  quite 
Batisfied,  as  they  can  be  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  From  ten 
to  fifteen  thousand  patients  are  prescribed  for  annually  in  the  Cha- 
rity Hospital  alone.  In  addition,  the  Marine  Hospital  is  accessi- 
ble to  students,  thus  furnishing  the  most  ample  opportunities  for 
the  study  of  clinical  medicine  and  surgery,  and  of  pathological 
anatomy. 

I  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening  with  the  members  of  the  Kew 
Orleans  Academy  of  Sciences — an  institution  which  has  been 
growing  up  here  for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  The  academy  is 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  is  doing  much  towards  stimulating 
the  young  men  of  the  city  to  scientific  investigations.  It  most  be 
evident  to  every  one  acquainted  with  the  natural  resources  and 
prospective  development  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  that  the 
American  character,  with  its  institutions,  its  science  and  its  lite- 
rature, must  grow  up  here  in  the  West.  Literary  and  scientifio 
organizations,  however  small  may  have  been  their  beginning,  are, 
therefore,  of  vast  importance  in  the  effects  which  they  may  have 
in  giving  direction  to  future  efforts.  We  should  have  in  our  own 
city  something  of  this  kind.  The  natural  history  of  Northern  Il- 
linois, its  geology,  minero  logy,  and  meteorology  are  but  little 
known.  This,  in  addition  to  the  questions  of  general  interest, 
would  furnish  abundant  material  to  interest  our  young  men  a^ 
least,  and  would  open  the  way  for  more  extended  scientific  in- 
quiries in  the  future. 

In  looking  over  a  late  number  of  the  Compte  Rendus.  in  the 
possession  of  Professor  Riddell,  I  find  the  following,  which,  from 
its  physiological  interest,  I  send  you  for  publication.  For  th® 
translation  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend.  Prof.  W.  P.  Riddell,  of 
the  chemical  laboratory  of  the  University  of  Louisiana. 

On  the  Manner  in  which  Small  Corpuscles  pass  from  the  In- 
testines to  the  Interior  of  the  Chijliferous  and  Sanguineous 
Vessels,  By  Messrs.  F.  MARrxLg  and  J.  Molbschott,  of 
Heidelberg. 

We  have  proved,  by  a  great  number  of  experiments,  made  on 
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the  frog,  that  small  corpuscles,  with  a  smooth  surface,  (the  mole* 
cules  of  the  black  matter  of  the  choroid  of  the  eye  and  the  san- 
guineous corpuscles  of  the  ewe  and  of  the  ox,)  pass  from  the 
cavity  of  the  intestines  into  the  sanguineous  capillaries  of  the  > 
mesentery  and  of  the  heart.  Repeated  experiments  and  observa- 
tions, made  on  the  frog,  on  the  ox,  on  the  rabbit,  on  the  dog,  and 
on  man,  have  demonstrated  to  us  that  the  particles  pass  from  the 
stomach  and  the  intestine  into  the  cells  which  cover  the  mucus  of 
these  organs,  and  which,  as  Mr.  Brucke,  the  illustrious  physiolo- 
gist, of  Vienna,  has  justly  remarked,  are  only  enclosed  by  a  soft 
mucus,  which  is  permeable  to  small  molecule^  of  fat.  After  hav- 
ing passed  out  of  this  cellular  system,  the  corpuscles  enter  the 
depressions  of  the  villous  coats  of  the  mucus,  and  then  into  the 
freely  opened  roots  of  the  chyliferous  vessels  which  Mr.  Brucke 
has  described,  and  which  only  take  their  origin  beyond  the  villo- 
sities  in  the  mucus  of  the  intestines.  We  have  since  found  the 
molecules  of  the  black  matter  of  the  eye,  which  we  had  mixed 
with  the  meat  and  milk  which  formed  the  nourishment  of  our 
dogs,  in  the  chyliferous  vessels  of  the  mesentery,  and  in  the  tho- 
racic canals  of  these  animals.  The  channel  which  these  corpus- 
cles follow  in  traversing  from  the  intestinal  cavity  into  the  san- 
guineous vessels,  has  been  established  in  all  its  extent  by  direct 
observation. 

The  passage  of  the  black  matter  of  the  eye  into  the  epithelial 
cells  of  the  intestine  also  occurs  after  death,  especially  if  it,  be 
favored  by  a  temperature  of  about  86°  Fah.,  and  a  pressure  of 
from  nine  to  ten  centimres  of  mercury. 

This  permeability  of  the  epithelial  cells  of  the  digestive  or- 
gans is  not  a  general  property  of  cells ;  it  is  wanting  in  the 
corpuscles  of  the  blood  of  the  frog,  as  well  as  in  the  polygonal 
cells  of  the  human  tongue. 

We  would  also  add  that  the  digestion  of  the  greater  portion  of 
fieit,  as  has  been  well  observed  by  Mr.  Brucke,  should  be  regarded 
as  operating  in  virtue  of  a  mechanical  transport,  and  not  as  a  sim- 
ple solution — the  digestive  juices  only  enjoyin^r,  in  fact,  the  power 
of  suponifying  but  a  smaU  proportion  of  the  fat  which  we  digest. 

To  Dr.  Chop*'  the  editors  of  the  Kew  Orleans  Medi- 
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oftl  News  and  Hospital  Gazette,  and  jour  friend  Dr.  Fenner,  as 
well  M  to  Professors  Riddell  and  Stone^  I  am  under  many  obli- 
gations for  their  kindness  in  rendering  my  stay  in  the  city  both 
pleasant  and  profitable.  H.  A.  J. 


Advertising  atid  the  New  York  University, 

Wb  have  recently  received  several  advertisements,  with  a  re- 
quest that  they  should  be  inserted  in  the  Journal.  If  we  were 
willing  to  be  governed  by  the  principles  which  seem  to  govern 
the  newspaper  press  generally,  we  should  insert  them  all  ip^ithout 
the  least  hesitation.  We  have  ever  doubted  the  correctness  of  the 
principle,  however,  and  nhall  entirely  repudiate  it,  so  far  as  our 
own  journal  is  concerned. 

We  shall  publish  no  advertisements  merely  because  they  can  be 
paid  for.  According  to  our  ideas  of  morality,  a  publisher  who, 
for  a  stipulated  price,  inserts  an  advertisement  in  his  paper  or 
journal,  becomes  in  part  at  least  responsible  for  the  influence  il 
may  exert  on  his  readers.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  publisher  attempts 
to  shield  himself  under  the  plea  that  the  advertiser  is  alone  re- 
sponsible for  the  influence  of  his  advertisement;  that  hi's  paper  is 
only  the  passive  medium  through  which  it  comes  before  the  pub- 
lic. For  it  requires  only  a  very  limited  observation  to  show  that 
a  large  class  of  readers  indissolubly  connect  the  character  of  the 
editor  and  publisher  with  everything  they  find  in  their  columns* 
And  the  expression  is  not  uncommon,  that  there  must  be  eome 
truth  in  such  and  such  statements  or  advei  tisementg,  or  Mr.  A.  and 
Mr.  G.  would  not  have  published  them.  We  were  led  to  these  re- 
marks by  an  advertisement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Hew 
York  University,  sent  us  a  few  days  s  nee  with  a  request  that  we 
would  give  it  two  insertions  in  our  journal.  It  covers  three  pages 
of  foolscap,  and  would  make  something  more  than  two  pages  of 
closely  printed  matter.  After  stating  the  number  of  students  in  at- 
tendance during  the  last  session,  the  number  of  graduates,  and 
the  names  of  the  professors,  the  **  Course  of  Instruction  "  is  an* 
Dounced  as  follows : 
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"  The  ooilrse  of  lectures  given  will  be  on  anatomy— general, 
descriptive,  surgical,  and  pathological ;  principles  avid  operations 
of  surgerj :  materia  mcdica  and  therapeutics ;  institutes  and 
practice  of  medicine ;  obstetrics,  the  diseases  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, with  clinical  midwiferj ;  chemistry  and  physiology ;  clinical 
surgery ;  clinical  medicine ;  clinical  lectures  on  the  diseases  of 
the  genito-urinary  organs ;  clinical  lectures  on  the  diseases  of 
women  and  children ;  cliiiical  lectures  on  physical  diagnosis." 

Here  we  have  announced  eleven  distinct  '^Courses  of  Lectures,'* 
with  nothing  to  qualify  in  the  least  the  necessary  inference  that 
they  are  all  actually  given  during  the  regular  college  term }  and 
nothing  to  prevent  the  reader  from  believing  that  the  Cliincal 
instruction  so  prominently  spoken  of  actually  consists  of  instruc- 
tion at  the  bed-side  of  the  sick  in  one  or  more  of  the  hospitals  in 
that  great  Commercial  metropolis  ;  and  yet  nothing  could  be  mor« 
erroneous  than  such  inferences. 

Again,  about  one-half  of  this  advertisement  is  made  up  of  an 
account  of  five  College  Cliniqves,  held  each  week  in  the  College 
building.  The  first  enumerated  is  in  the  following  words,  viz. : 
*•  1st.  A?t  Obstetric  Clinique  for  the  diseases  of  women  and 
children^  on  every  Monday,. from  i\  to  4  J  o'clock  P.M.,  by  Prof. 
Bedford.  Since  the  organization  of  this  Clinique  in  Oct.,  1850, 
there  have  been  actually  presented  to  the  classes  of  the  University 
between  eight  and  nine  thousand  cases  of  the  most  interesting 
diseases  incident  to  women  and  children." 

Since  Oct.,  1850,  there  have  been  five  College  terms  in  ihe 
University.  If  we  allow  twenty  weeks  for  each  term,  which  will 
include  both  their  regular  term  and  their  preliminary  courses,  we 
shall  have  100  weeks  for  the  five  years,  and  an  aggregate  of  209 
hours  devoted  to  these  cliniques,  by  Prof.  Bedford.  Now  if  we 
take  the  whole  number  of  cases  stated  to  be  eight  thousand  five 
hundred,  it  will  give  42^  patients  for  each  clinique  hour,  or  lit- 
tle more  than  one  patient  for  every  minute  and  a  half.  The  reader 
must  remember  that  the  advertisement  says  all  these  cases  have 
been  * 'actually  presented  to  the  classes  of  the  University."  Only 
think  of  a  professor  of  obstetrics  *' actually"  presenting  a  case  of 
the  '^most  interesting  diseases  of  women  and  children"  every  mi- 

30 


284  iDiTO&iAt. 

nvte  and  a-half,  for  two  hours  in  succession,  and  that,  too,  for 
every  week  for  five  successive  College  terms !  We  should  have 
thought  the  statements  in  this  advertisement  had  been  made  up 
exclusively  for  Westej-n  use,  on  the  supposition  that  the  Faculty 
of  the  Kew  York  University  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  Wes- 
tern publishers  were  a  little  more  green  than  the  grass  on  oor 
prairies,  had  we  not  found  the  same  with  many  others  in  their  re- 
cently published  Announcement  for  1866-6. 

In  the  latter,  after  specially  enumerating  769  cases  of  diseases 
of  females  ^'introduced  to  the  class  during  the  session  just  closing/' 
it  is  added,  '^  that  each  of  the  above  cases  was  presented  to  the 
class,  and  fully  examined,  together  with  the  necessary  discoasiea 
of  its  causes,  symptoms,  diagnosis,  and  treatment." 

The  session  then  ''just  closing"  was  one  simply  of  four  months, 
or  at  longest  eighteen  weeks.  A  clinique  of  two  hours  every 
Monday  would  give  the  professor  thirty-six  hours  during  the  ses- 
sion, or  little  more  than  one  patient  for  every  three  tninuteM^ 
without  including  any  of  the  ^'  almost  every  variety  of  infantile 
diseas< ,"  which  was  presented  at  the  same  cliniques.  To  present 
'to  a  class  of  students,  fully  examine,  and  discuss  the  causes, 
symptoms,  diagnosis,  and  treatment  of  an  important  disease  in 
^from  1^  to  8  minutes  on  the  average !  Pooh  I  where  is  Bamum? 
What  a  slow  coach  the  telegraph  is?  But,  seriously,  when  will 
professors^  as  well  as  all  others,  learn  that  honesty  is  the  best 
policy,  and  that  the  world,  after  all,  readily  distinguishes  between 
a  bag  of  gas  and  a  pile  of  gold.  If  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the 
New  York  University,  or  any  other  Medical  School  in  the  Union, 
will  send  us  a  plain  and  truthful  advertisement  of  their  next  col- 
lege session,  we  will  insert  it  in  our  journal  with  great  pleasure, 
and  for  a  reasonable  consideration.  But  such  bombast  and  trans- 
parent misrepresentations  as  we  have  been  alluding  to  we  will  not 
publish  either  for  love  or  money. 


The  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 

In  the  March  number  of  our  Journal   we  informed  its  readers 
that  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  had  passed  a  law  requiring  the 
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establishment  of  a  Chair  of  Homoeopathy  in  the  medical  depart* 
ment  of  tlieir  University  at  Ann  Arbor.  In  the  last  number  of 
the  Peninsular  Journal  (the  organ  of  that  school)  the  fact  is  fully^ 
admitted ;  but  the  Editor  labors  through  several  pages  to  sliow, 
that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  has  no  legal  force,  the  University 
in  all  its  departments  being  placed,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
State,  exclusively  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Regents,  whose 
powers  and  duties  are  independent  of  Legislative  instructions. 

We  hope,  for  the  credit  of  ^he  State  and  of  the  profession,  that 
these  views  are  correct,  and  that  the  Board  of  llegents  will  ex- 
hibit more  good  sense  than  tbe  recent  Legislature.  And  yet  our 
friends  at  Ann  Arbor  cannot  feel  very  secure  while  they  remem- 
ber that  the  Regents  themselves  are  elected  by  the  same  people 
who  elected  tlie  Legislature.  All  experience  has  shown  that  the 
assumption  of  a  position  antagonistic  to  the  mandates  of  a  popular 
Legislature,  though  capable  of  postponing  certain  results,  is  gene- 
rally more  disastrous  in  the  end  than  ready  obedience.  The  cry 
of  monopoly,  the  charge  of  shrinking  from  free  discussion  and  an 
eqtial  participation  in  tlie  benefits  of  the  State  University,  and  the 
vulgar  accusations  of  illiberality  and  old  fogyism,  wielded  by  de- 
magogues and  interested  pai  tizans,  will  rally  an  opposition  which 
the  Faculty  at  Ann  Arbor,  even  if  aided  by  the  unanimous  actiou 
of  the  Regents,  will  find  it  no  easy  task  to  withstand.  In  this 
contest  the  Faculty  have  our  sincere  sympathy.  We  notice, 
however,  in  the  same  number  of  the  Peninsular  Journal,  a  some- 
what lengthy  review  of  Dr.  Cabell's  Report  on  Medical,  education, 
contained  in  the  last  volum^c  of  the  Transactions  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  the  closing  paragraph  of  which  very  compla- 
cently claims  that  the  medical  department  of  their  University  is 
admitted  to  be  ^'far  in  advance''  of  other  medical  schools  in  their 
system  of  education,  requisitions,  &c.  The  only  foundation  we 
could  find  for  this  arrogant  flourish  was  a  quotation  which  Dr. 
Cabell  had  made  from  a  previous  report  of  Dr.  Pitcher,  of  Detroit, 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  "in  contcnr.plation  to  adopt  the  same  stan- 
dard of  qualifications,  in  regard  to  preliminary  education,  for  ad- 
mission ofstudenti)  to  the  medical  as  to  the  literary  department  of 
the  University."     Now,  if  we  recollect  aright,   this   same  thing 
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WM  said  to  be  ia  canteupiation  in  one  of  the  first  eireulafs  it^ 
«Qed  in  reference  to  the  organization  of  that  school.  It  is  still, 
we  presume,  "  in  contemplation  "  Meanwhile  the  Facnlty  are 
annually  admitting  students  without  the  slightest  reference  to  pre- 
liminary qualifications  of  any  kind.  How  long  they  will  con- 
tinue their  ^^contemplations''  on  the  subject,  adroitly  publishing 
it  just  before  each  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Association,  as 
a  matter  just  about  to  assume  great  practical  importance,  we  do 
aot  know.  But  we  do  know  that  such  baseless  pretensions  indi* 
-cate  a  r^j  weak  spot  somewhere. 


Miscellaneous  Items. 

We  copy  secondarily  the  following  items  from  the  Nashville 
Journal  of  Medicine,  in  relation  to  a  disease  about  which  the  pro* 
fessionisso  much  divided,  vi«j 


CurabilUy  of  Causer,     By  Prof.  Velpbau. 

1  That  no  plausible  reason  has  yet  been  given  in  favor  of  can- 
cer being  a  disease  primitively  general. 

2.  That,  on  the  contrary,  one  would  be  inclined  to  admit  its 
title  to  being  an  affection  primitively  local. 

8.  That  certain  tumors  of  a  benign  nature  appear  to  undergo, 
in  some  cases,  a  maiignant  transformation. 

4.  That  the  cause  of  benign  and  malignant  tumors,  adenoid  and 
even  cancerous,  of  the  breast  may  probably  be  traced  to  a  plastic, 
.sanguineous,  or  secreted  exudation  into  the  tissues,  either  spon- 
taneously or  from  external  violence. 

5.  That  the  existence,  or  the  non-existence,  of  the  cancer  cel- 
lule in  tumors  is  not  conclusive  evidence  that  the  disease  will  or 
irill  not  return  after  operation. 

6.  That  it  would  be  consequently,  imprudent  to  decide,  from 
the  evidence  afforded  by  the  microscope  alone,  whether  to  operate 
.or  not. 

7.  That  .observation^  and  statistics  are  far  from  proving  that  the 
xtirpation  of  tumors  of  the  breast  is  always  followed  by  a  return 
f  the  disease,  always  useless,  or  even  hurtful. 

8.  Finally,  that  facts  sufficiently  numerous,  and  that  observa- 
008  selected  from  mj  own  practice,   demonstrate,  without  tbf 
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possibility  of  contradiction,  the  existence  of  radical  cares  of  cancer 
bj  the  operation. — Medito-Chirurg.  Review, 


Applicability  of  Caustics  to  Cancer.     By  Prof  Vblpkau, 

The  result  of  my  experience  proves  that  they  should  nOt  be  re- 
jected absolutely  as  a  curative  means.  That  they  are  preferablt 
to  a  cutting  instrument.  1st.  When  the  cancer  is  ulcerated  in 
patches^  and  when  more  widely  spread  than  deep.  2d.  When, 
«ven  by  the  eutting  instrument,  there  is  no  chance  of  preserving 
a  part  of  the  integuments  attacked  by  the  tumor.  3d.  When  the 
(Cancer  is  fungating.  exactly  limited,  and  when  the  patient  dreads 
KDUch  more  the  knife.  4th.  ulcerated  scirrhuss,  irregular  or  dis- 
seminated, can  be  better  attacked  by  caustics  than  by  operation. 
5th.  The  same  may  be  said  of  ulcerated  cancer  adherent  to  the 
summit  of  axilla  under  the  cavicle,  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  bone. 


•Congelation  in  Cancerous  Returns,     By  Prof  Vilpeau. 

Congelation,  by  means  of  the  application  of  pounded  ice  and 
isalt,  has,  according  to  M.  Yelpeau,  certain  advantages,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  palliative,  if  not,  even  in  some  cases,  a  means  of 
.cure.  And,  although  the  author  has  little  experience  in  its  appli- 
.cation,  the  effects  which  he  has  seen  produced  would  induce  him  to 
employ  the  frigorific  mixture  before  entirely  rejecting  it,  especial- 
ly as  a  succedanum  to  caustics. — lb. 


Fissurss  of  the  Anus. — The  Boston  Medical  Journal  gives 
ithe  following  as  a  very  valuable  application  to  relieve  and  some- 
limes  cure  fissures  of  the  anus,  viz.: 

R  Ext  Belladonna,     iii.  grs. 
Ungt.  Rosse.  iv.  grs. 


Nocturnal  Seminal  Emissions, — During  the  last  two  yean 
much  evidence  has  accumulated  in  the  medical  periodicals  in  favor 
of  the  efficacy  of  digitalis  and  digitaline  in  the  treatment  of  invo- 
luntary seminal  emissions.  M.  Laroche  mentions  a  case  in  th« 
Crazette  Medicale  of  a  very  aggravated  character  which  was  t ured 
by  the  digitaline  in  three  weeks.  The  dose  adminietered  wis 
4^uivalent  to  one  grain  of  the  pulverized  leaves  three  times  a  day. 
W«  have  repeatedly  treated  the  same  affections  succcessfuUy  with 
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a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  muriated  ^incture  of  iron  and 
tincture  of  ergot,  given  in  doses  of  thirty  drops  turee  times  a 
day,  in  sweetened  water. 

Scrofulous  Intolerance  of  Light.— Vrof.   Mauthner  recom- 
mends for  this  troublesome  affection  the  application  to  the  lids  of 

the  following,  viz.: 

R  Conii  J  gr.  ■ 

Sweet  oil,     5i- 

Mix,  and  apply  with  a  hair  pencil  once  or  twise  a  day.     We  have 

frequently  found  a  simple  solution  of  morphine  (4  grs.  to   Si.  of 

water)  effectual  in  similar  cases. 


University  of  Nashville. — Prof.  J.  B.  Lindsley,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Department,  has  recently  been  elected 
Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Nashville,  Tennessee. 


Delegates  to  the  American  Med.  Association. — Professors  J. 
V.  Z.  Blaney  and  John  Evans  were  appointed  Delegntes  from 
Rush  Medical  College,  and  N.  S.  Davis  from  the  Mercy  Hospital 
at  Chicago,  to  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  at  Phila- 
delphia on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May. 


" Punch  on  Quackery. ^^ — Mucli   amusement  has-been  caused 
in  hospital  libraries  by  a  witty  but   sensible  avticle  in  Punch  on 
the  all-absorbing  question  of  quacks  and  quackery.     ^'A  hand-bill 
has  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Punch,  containing  a  rather  choice  spe- 
cimen," he  says,   **  of  the  lies  with  which   the  quack  medicine- 
mongers  endeavored  to  improve  the  sale  of  their  pernicious  trash. 
It  sets  forth  that  an  Indian  captain's  little  girl,  age  I  eighth,  was  in 
such  a  state  of  disease  from  dropsy,  that  she  was  given  over  by  the 
doctors.  Her  face  'a  mass  of  couijilete  ulceration;*  her  teeth  were 
80  clenched,  that  her  affectionate  father  had  to  wrench  her  mouth 
open  with  *a  wedge,'  in  order  *  to  force  down  a  dozen  pills  No.  2.' 
T^he  very  next  day  she  got  up,  dressed  herself  niter  the  pills,  and 
^  'discovered  sitting  on  a  hard  form  before  a  plate  of  ham  and 
eV     The  lubbiah,'^  says  Punch,  ••  whicli  the  bill  ift  question  is 
tended  to  puff  is  sold  (more  shame  to  Mr.  Uladstone)  under  a 
iTernmont  stamp.     Government  is  not  ashamed,  for  a  consider^ 
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ation,  to  lend  its  influeBce  to  the  qua  :k.  Some  evening  the  Go- 
vernment, however,  will  be  compelled  to  break  up  its  partnership. 
In  the  very  handbill  to  which  we  allude,  and  folded  round  the 
medicine,  the  Indian  captain  is  made  to  say,  *  I  attribute  all  my 
ailings,  weaknesses  and  diseases  to  having  been  bled  once,  and 
been  vaccinated.'  Under  the  stamp  of  the  same  Government," 
says  Punch,  ''which  introduced  the  Compulsory  Vaccination  Act, 
most  properly  enlorced  under  Lord  Paliuerston's  direction,  is  cir- 
culating a  notice  that  all  a  person's  ailings.  weaknesses,  and  dis- 
eases may  be  attributed  to  vaccination  !  Are  the  people,  then,  to 
consider  the  Government  lancet  their  bane — Gladstone's  pills  their 
antidote?  We  do  think  at  least  one  thing — they  have  a  right  to 
complain  of  what  Mrs.  Partington  would  call  the  vaccinating  pol- 
icy of  the  Grovernment.''' 

Physic  and  Music. — Everyone  knows  that  iEsoulapius  was 
the  son  of  Apollo,  and  this  relationship  accounts  for  the  frequency 
with  which  we  find  good  physicians  to  be  good  .musicians  also. 
Our  annals  are  rich  in  distinguislied  doctors,  who  have  had  ex- 
cellent voices,  or  who  played  with  skill  on  various  instruments.' 
Boerharve  Wus  a  capital  performer  on  the  flute ;  and  it  is  a  curious 
coincidence  that  the  late  great  toxicologist  of  France,  and  the 
eminent  living  toxicologist  of  Great  Britain,  should  have  both 
pcssessed  splendid  bass  voices.  The  editor  of  the  Union  Medicale 
comments  on  the  number  of  musical  confreres  he  meets  with  in 
the  salons  of  Paris  (Janvier  14);  and  we  can  assure  him  that  in 
Edinburgh  the  same  thing  is  observable.  Indeed  most  of  our 
public  professional  dinners  and  entertainments  would  now  be  con- 
sidered dull  affairs  without  the  songs  and  glees  with  which  they 
are  enlivened  by  the  Medical  Glee  Club  of  this  city. —  Virginia 
Med,  ^  Surg,  Jour. 

Ccesarian  Section  thrice  upon  the  same  Woman,  by  Dr. 
Barjavel. — In  a  Jewess,  at  Carpentras,  of  scrofulous  habit  and 
rachitic  appearance,  the  child  presented  by  the  feet  at  her  first 
confinement.  The  midwife  and  two  surgeons  who  attended  pulled 
80  hard,  that  in  their  efforts  at  delivery  they  separated  the  child's 
body  from  the  head,  which  remained  alone  in  the  uterus.  M. 
Barjavel  (the  father  of  the  author)  found,  when  called  to  the  case, 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  narrowed  throughout  by  exostosis,  so  that 
no  course  remained  but  the  Caesarian  section,  which  he  performed, 
as  usual,  in  the  linea  alba.  In  forty  days  the  wound  healed.  In 
«pite  of  the  danger  to  which  she  exposed  herself,  she  became  preg- 
nant again  in  three  years,  when  the  operation  was  again  perform- 
ed, and  a  living  child  was  extracted*     The  mother  suckled  it,  tod 
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it  10  now  alive.  In  four  jear»  more  »be  became  pregnant  a  tbhd 
time,  when  a  joung  surgeon  attempted  the  same  proceeding,  but 
he  was  not  equally  fortunate,  for  the  child,  a  female,  was  dead, 
and  the  mother  8<ink  in  a  few  days  from  hoemorrhage. — Rev.  Ther* 
du  Midi     Jhib,  Med.  Press. 


Delirium  Tremens.  Tartar  Emetic. — Dr.  Peddie  (Monthly 
Journal)  discountenances  the  treatment  by  opium,  ami  recom- 
mends, from  an  experience  of  SO  cases  the  use  of  tartar  emetic, 
in  doses  of  from  one-quarter  to  one-half  a  grain  every  two  hours. 
If  the  bowels  are  not  opened  by  this  remedy,  compound  jalap 
powder  is  given.  The  patient  is  not  to  be  restrained  by  mechani- 
cal means,  .-md  light  is  freely  admitted  into  the  room  as  by  its 
means  optical  delusions  are  prevented. — MedicO'Chir.  Rev. 


Ovarian  Dropsy.  Iodine, — Dr.  Simpson  (Monthly  Journal) 
refers  to  seven  or  eight  cases  of  ovari.n  dropsy,  in  which,  after 
tapping,  tincture  of  iodine  (two  or  three  ounces)  has  been  inject- 
ed into  the  sac.  In  two  or  three  cases  the  disease  seemed  arresterk; 
but  in  others  this  was  not  the  case.  No  grpt  pain  followed  tbe 
injection,  and  no  febrile  symptoms,  except  m  one  case.— *7Wd. 


GonorrhoBa.  Subnitrate  of  Bismuth. — Both  in  acute  and 
chronic  gonorrhoea  Dr.  Caby  employs,  three  times  daily,  an  in- 
jection, composed  of  water  mixed  with  as  much  trisnitrate  of  bis- 
muth as  can  be  suspended.  It  is  to  be  retained  five  minutes.  It 
causes  pain  — Ibid. 
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ART.  I.— Chloroform,  Us  Effects,  ^c.  2Qd  Article.    Bj  P.  A. 
Allaire,  M.  D. 

Tbe  use  of  Chloroform  bj  inhalation  was  noticed  at  some  length 
io  a  former  article  in  the  last  number  of  this  Journal,  to  finish  the 
subject  it  remains  to  speak  of  its  use  by  the  stomacu  and  locally. 

By  the  Stomach,  Chloroform  is  used  chiefly  as  an  Anodyne  and 
anti- Spasmodic.  It  possesses,  however,  when  thus  given,  a  slight- 
ly stimulant  effect,  it  also  acts  on  a  soporific,  but  this  seems  to  be 
a  result  of  its  anodyne  quality.  Some  writers  have  described  it 
as  producing  decided  sedative  effects  when  given  in  this  way;  this 
in  fact,  seems  to  be  the  common  opinion,  but  it  is  not  in  accordance 
with  my  experience  of  its  influence.  I  believe  this  idea  to  have 
arisen  from  the  fact  of  its  being  so  decided  a  sedative  when  used 
by  inhalation. 

That  it  does  not,  when  given  by  the  Stomach  act  as  a  sedative, 
does  not  depress  the  nervous  system,  is  well  proven  by  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  case  of  Telirium  Tremens  described  in  Braith- 
waite's  Eetrospect,  No.  30,  page  42:  **It  was  now  four  days 
since  be  had  bad  any  sleep  He  was  so  hoarse  as  to  be  unintelli- 
gible from  incessant  talking  and  vociferating;  eyes  congested; 
pupils  much  contracted ;  tongue  dry,  and  protruded  with  diflSculty; 
urine  scanty;  tremors  of  the  hands  and  arms  with  subsultus  ten- 
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dinum.  His  strength  was  evidently  failing,  and  he  no  longer 
struggled  to  leave  the  bed  ;  the  pulse  had  become  sninl  er  and  more 
rapid  He  was  not  sinkinj^  from  want  of  siiinulus  or  of  nourish- 
ment for  both  had  been  given  in  sufBcient  quantity,  but  death  wa» 
impending  for  w:int  of  sleep,  and  opium  had  been  pu-slted  to  the 
uttermost.  Under  these  most  utiprouii^ing  ciicunistanees  I  recom- 
mended Chloroform  to  be  given  internally;  a  drachm  was  immedi- 
ately given,  and  repeated  in  an  hour;  soon  afterwards  he  slept  lor 
a  few  minutes  ;  a  third  dose  also  containing  5i  was  now  given  and 
soon  he  slept  soundly.  The  next  day  he  WuS  free  from  every  symp- 
tom of  the  disi^ase.'*  Here  was  a  well  marked  case,  where  the 
patient  was  sinking  from  pure  nervous  exhaustion,  and  yet  the 
medicine  was  given  in  the  largest  doses  and  at  the  shortest  inter- 
vals, yet  he  did  not  continue  to  sink;  on  the  contrary  he  rallied 
and  slept.  This  shows  an  active  .  nodyne,  and  mild  stimuhint  as 
e£fects  of  the  remedy. 

The  dose  for  an  adult  is  from  10  drops  to  5\  given  every  2,  8 
or  6  hours.  What  the  effect  might  be  on  the  Stomach  or  nervous 
system,  if  these  doses  were  much  increased  has  not  yet  beenascer* 
tained.  Patients  that  I  havo  given  forty  and  fifty  drop  doses  to, 
for  pain  of  a  neuralgic  ohiractei ,  and  who  WtTe  free  from  any 
other  nervous  symptoms,  have  been  unwilling  to  increase  the 
amount  in  consequence  of  a  peculiar  feeling  of  lightness  which  it 
eaused;  no  sleepiness  was  produced,  but  with  the  sensation  of  light- 
ness was  a  calm  comfortable  ease.  In  the  Stomach  W}is  a  slight 
warmth  for  a  short  time  alter  each  dose  The  lesser  dose  does  not  in* 
crease  the  heart's  action  or  add  to  the  natural  warmth  of  the  skin;  the 
larger  doses  however,  do,  but  very  slightly.  None  of  the  secretions 
are  increased  or  diminished  during  its  use,  nor  does  it  produce  any 
constipating  effect.  It  seems  to  be  soon  removed  from  the  system 
by  the  lungs,  yet  the  soothing  influence  producetl  by  it  frequently 
continues  for  some  time,  sleep  having  lasted  eight  or  ten  hours  af* 
ter  its  CAhibition  by  the  ston  ach  in  cases  of  Delirium  Tremens. 
Chloroform  has  not  been  used  by  the  stomach  in  the  treatment  of 
a  large  number  of  diseases;  Diliriu  ti  Tremens,  Tetmu'i,  Hypo* 
*  on*riasis,  Neuralgia,  some  forms  of  Hysteria,  and  the  Hyper- 
hesia  Ceiebri  present  in  some  forms  of  fever  are  the  chief,  and 
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in  these  it  hns  been  hid  resourt  to  rather  as  a  last  resort,  and 
genersillj  when  all  theotUer  usual  remedie.'j  had  failed;  yet  under 
these  most  uufiivorablo  circum?<trtnccs.  it  bsis  tiot  disappointed  the 
hopos  of  tho  practitioner,  h8  many  cases  now  published  will  testify. 
There  would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  larger  field  for  the  powers  of  this 
remedy,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  placed  with  other  anodynes  anij 
anti-spHsmo<lics  as  suiUible  in  many  other  forms  of  disease.  Every 
practitioner  knows  how  often  he  finds  it  necessary  to  exhaust  the 
list  without  finding  that  effect  from  any  ono  which  is  precisely  suit- 
ed to  the  condition  of  the  cuse  in  hand.  Might  not  Chloroform, 
then,  in  these  ciicumstance.s  be  relied  on,  either  alone  or  in  com- 
bination with  some  other  article  of  known  powers,  with  Morphint, 
Camphor,  Valerian    Anafoeiidi.  Lupulin,  &3. 

There  is  a  form  of  nervous  exhaustion  seen  occasionally  during 
the  progress  of  fevers  and  some  other  debilitating  diseases,  which 
is  very  distressing  to  the  patient  an  1  alarming  to  liis  friends.  Thi 
prominent  symptoms  are  a  hurried  respiration,  enfeebled  and  quick- 
ened poise,  and  generally  a  cool  and  moist  skin,  though,  this  may 
be  hot  and  *lry  in  Malarious  fevers.  The  patients  are  generally 
females  and  tlieir  great  suffering  seems  to  be  caused  by  a  deficient 
eupply  of  oxygen  to  the  bloo  I,  as  they  constantly  demand  fresh 
air  and  the  u^e  of  the  Hin.  The  air  in  those  cases  seems  to  hurry 
in  and  out  of  the  bronchi  without  entering  and  distending  tb^  air 
eel  8,  in  fact  auscultation  gives  a  very  imperfect  respiratory  mur- 
mur. If  this  conditi'jn  is  not  soon  relieved,  m^re  or  less  conges- 
tion of  the  lun^:4  results  I  have  used  the  Chlorofo  m  in  doses 
varyinir  from  ten  to  thirty  drops  here,  with  great  apparent  advan- 
tage, while  the  ordinary  stimuli  and  antispasmodics  seemed  to  have 
little  effect,  but  as  it  was  not  ^rustei  to  alone  its  real  utility  can- 
not be  settletl;  the  pitients,  however,  always  expressed  themselves 
as  greatly  relieve  l.  Some  cases  of  Neuralgia  treate  1  with  Chlor- 
oform given  inwardly  may  be  found  rep«»rt  d  by  mo  in  this  Journal 
about  three  ^ears  si:ico.  ma  y  uiher  cases  of  like  character  have 
been  since  puMished  Tlie  j«idicioU4  physician  will  not  be  likely 
to  m<ike  crrois  in  giving  ihia  m<.'(licine  inteinilly  if  he  remeuihera 
that  its  eff'.'Cts  are  mainly  anodyne,  and  that  its  effecta  are  most 
maiked  where  the  exaltation  of  sensibility  is  the  greatest     The 
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following  case  illustrates  its  benefits  in  that  singular  form  of  dis- 
ease known  as  Hypochondriasis.  It  is  extracted  from  a  paper 
published  by  Prof.  Osbokne  of  Dublin,  on  the  internal  use  of  this 
agent  in  this  class  of  diseases:  ^'The  third  case  was  that  of  a 
farmer,  twenty  eight  years  of  age..  The  angles  of  his  mouth  were 
drawn  down,  his  brow  generally  contracted,  and  he  appeared  some- 
times as  if  contemplating  suicide,  yet  he  stated  that  he  was  in 
(vmfortable  circumstances,  married  and  with  a  fandly.  He  com- 
plained of  an  inward  sinking  and  sense  of  depression,  so  oonstant 
and  overpowering,  that  for  some  months  he  could  not  command 
himself  to  make  any  exertion,  and  had  become  unable  any  longer 
to  attend  to  his  business.  His  bowels  were  usually  torpid,  bnt 
although  he  had  repeatedly  Uiken  purgative  medicines  with  effect, 
yet  he  had  obtained  no  further  benefit.  A  careful  examination 
having  been  made  witl.out  detecting  any  disease,  he  was  ordered 
to  take  ten  drops  of  chloroform  thrice  daily,  and  two  asafoeta  pills 
every  alternate  night.  At  the  end  of  about  four  days  of  gradual 
improvement  his  countenanc9  had  become  placid.  He  confessed 
that  he  felt  much/ better  ;  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  feeling  a 
strong  desire,  and  dAiO  a  capability  of  resuming  his  ordinary  voca- 
tions, he  went  home."  To  hear  a  hypochondriac  say  he  is  better, 
is  good  evidence  that  he  is  improving.  These  cases  are  well  known 
as  among  the  mosl  troublesome  that  come  under  the  care  of  the 
physician.  I  have  lately  treated  a  case  of  nervous  irritation  with 
chloroform  which  illustrated  its  anodyne  effects  finely.  The  pa- 
tiert,  a  man  about  fifty-five  years  of  age,  has  had  for  the  last 
fifty  years  a  splinter  of  wood  in  his  right  hand;  about  a  year 
since  a  piece  of  the  8[)linter  was  removed — a  small  piece  still  re- 
mains. When  the  spot  vhere  this  is  located  becomes  irritated  from 
any  cause,  the  whole  nervous  system  becomes  irritable,  and  the 
nervous  cords  of  the  limbs  painful ;  are  tender  on  pressure,  espe- 
cially those  in  the  arm  leading  to  the  effected  part.  The  nerves 
on  the  limbs  on  the  opposite  side  are  less  tender  and  painful,  but 
the  point  in  the  opposite  hand  which  corresponds  to  the  situation 
f  the  foreign  body  is  quite  tender.  This  attack  had  lasted  sever- 
1  weeks  when  first  seen  by  me,  all  the  symptoms  gradually  in- 
'easing   in   severity ;  he   had  also  lately  had  another   attempt 
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made  at  extraction  of  the  foreign  body,  which  was  unsucceasfttl. 
For  the  last  two  or  three  days  he  has  not  slept  over  an  hour  or 
two — ^generally  a  short  sleep  of  about  half  an  hour  in  the  night. 
He  is  much  worn.     Appetite  fair.      After  giving  morphine,  valer- 
ain,  asafoeta,  Ac,  a  fair  trial,  I  directed  him  to  take  ten  drops  of 
chloroform  every   three  hours,  and  increase  the  dose  gradually. 
He  commenced  in  the  morning  after  a  sleepless  night,  or  if  there 
■was  a  momentary  sleep,  he  awoke  frightened  and  anxious.     He  de- 
clared the  nervous  uneasiness  to  be  indescribable.     The  first  night 
after  using  the  medicine  there  was  not  more  than  half  an  hour's 
good  sleep,  but  he  described  his  feelings  as  those  of  ease  and  com- 
fort.    The  second  day  he  took  doses  of  twenty  drojA  every  three 
hours ;  and  the  second  night  after  commencing  the  medicine  he 
alept  well— declaring  that  he  had  never  before  appreciated  the 
value   of  sleep.     From  this  time  his  recovery  was  steady  under 
the  use  of  chloroform.     Sleeplessness  is  the  great  source  of  dan- 
ger in  Delirium  Tremens,  and  in  some  other  diseases  where  Hy- 
persBsthesia  is  a  permanent  symptom ;  hence  the  necessity  often- 
times  of  treating  this   symptom   mainly,  and   the  value  of  any 
remedy  on   which  we  can  rely.     Chloroform  is  most  valuable  in 
that  form  of  delirium  tremens  known  as  sthenic  in  which  opium  is 
not  generally  admissable  in  large  doses  here ;  where  there  is  active 
congestion  of  the  brain,  and  we  cannot  procure  sleep  by  the  care- 
ful use  of  purgatives,  cold  to  the  head,  and  perhaps  the  loss  of  a 
little  blood  from  the  part  we  may  use  the  chloroform  with  hope 
of  a  good  result,  as  also  in  the  asthenic  form  where  opium  has 
been  pushed  to  its  utmost  limits  as  shown  by  a  dry  tongue  and 
contracted  pupils. 

Chloroform  may  be  exhited  in  any  mucilage  and  forms  a  per- 
manent mixture  when  the  proportion  of  the  medicine  is  not  too 
large.  The  sweet  taste  which  it  gives  may  be  covered  if  desired 
by  a  bitter.  **  Another  mode  of  avoiding  the  pungency  of  chloro- 
form  ie  by  giving  it  in  combination  with  tinctures,  as  it  is  soluble 
in  Alcohol  and  remains  dissolved  in  proof  spirit.  The  following 
is  a  specimen  of  this  kind  of  formula,  and  is  peculiarly  grateful 
to  the  taste  and  susceptible  of  various  additions  and  alterations 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  cases : 
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H  Chloroform. 

Tinct.  Zinziber  ace  J. 

Spt.  AmmoQ.  Aromatic  5- 
The  following  I  have  found  a  good  formula  where  a  mild  difFu- 
Bable  stimulant  and  anodyne   effoct  was  needed.     It  was  to   be 
Bhaken  before  use,  as  it  partially  separates  on  standing. 

H  Tinct.  Opii. 

Tinct.  Camph.  and  Chloroform  equal  parts,  mix. 
These  proportions  may  be  varied  to  suit  the  ca«e.  Locally, 
Chloroform  has  been  much  used,  either  alone  or  as  an  ingredient 
in  anodyne  and  stimulant  embrocations.  When  thus  applied  it 
produces  no  perceptible  effect  on  the  circulation  or  secretions  but 
to  the  skin  it  acts  as  a  stimulant  and  rubefacient,  the  local  anodyne 
effect  with  the  stimulation  of  the  surface  is  often  sufficient  to 
relieve  and  even  entirely  remove  many  painful  local  affections. 
The  cases  in  which  such  a  remedy  would  be  likely  to  prove  use* 
ful  will  suggest  themselves  to  the  practitioner. 

If  the  vapour  of  Chloroform  is  kept  in  contact  with  any  part 
for  a  certain  time,  it  produces  a  decided  anodyne  or  even  local 
anaesthetic  effect,  and  when  this  effect  has  subsided,  the  part 
retains  all  its  natural  powers  and  healthful  functions.  Some  very 
interesting  cases  illustrating  this  mode  of  using  Chloroform  and 
describing  an  ingenious  instrument  for  effecting  this  purpose,  will 
be  found  in  a  paper  by  Dr.  Hardy,  and  republished  in  Braith- 
waite,  part  27,  page  278.  The  cases  are  Cancer  of  Uterus,  Dys- 
menorrhoea,  Ulcerated  and  irritated  Uterus  and  irritable  breast. — 
The  following  case  and  description  of  the  instrument  are  from  Dr. 
H.'s  paper: 

Case  3.  This   woman   has  long  suffered  from  Dysmenorrhea, 

Leucorrlioea  and  excoriation  of  os  and  cervix  uteri.    **  On  the  1  5th 

September  she  again  consulted  ue  on  account  of  severe  lumbar 

and  uterine  pain,  which  on  the  day  previous  was  so  excruciating 

and  accompanied  with  so  much  pain  in  her  breast,  that  she  thought 

t  impossible  she  could  have  borne  it.     This  d.y  the  |ain  in  the 

reast  was  better,  but  the  pain  in  the  buck  and  in  the  pubic  and 

terine  regions  is  as  great  as  yesterday.     The  uterus  was  tender 

()  the  touch,  but  no  abrasion  was  now  discovered  with  the  apeea- 
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lum.    The  rapour  of  chloroform  local^  applied  bj  the  anaes* 
thetic  douche  had  the  most  immediate  and  happy  effects.     In  no 
case  that  I  have  met  with  did  relief  so  soon  succeed  to  its  use.— 
Not  more  than  a   minute  could  have  passed  from  commencing  ita 
applicaticn,  when  the  patient  expressed  herself  relieved  from,  first 
the  lumbar  pain,  and  next  that  in  the  pubic  and  uterine  regions. 
After  I   had  withdrawn  the  instrument,  for  some  time  there  re- 
mained a  sensation  of  warmth,  of  a  verj  agreeable  nature,  and  a 
feeling  of  strength  was  experienced  in  the  back.    Altogether,  she 
said,  for  months  she  had  not  been  so  free  from  pain  or  so  comfort- 
able.    Judging  from  the  expression  of  countenance,  the  change  so 
immediate  from  suffering  to  freedom  of  pain  was  moat  remarkable. 
There  was  no  return  of  it  until  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  application  having  been  made  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock ; 
but  it  was  then  so  trivial  that  she  did  not  think  anything  of  it 
The  next  day  two  or  three  jets  of  the  douche  quite  removed  every 
trace  of  uneasiiicss." 

The  relief  procured  from  the  chloroform  used  in  this  way  is 
often  as  permanent  as  by  the  internal  use  of  opiates,  the  great 
advantage  being  in  the  saving  of  nervousness,  loss  of  nppeUte, 
constipations,  &c.,  which  follows  their  use  in  many  constitutions. 
The  apparatus  by  which  chloroform  in  vapour  is  applied  is  so  sim- 
ple, that  with  ordinary  ingenuity  any  practitioner  may  mako  one 
for  his  own  use:  ''  It  consists  in  a  small  metallic  box  or  chamber; 
this  holds  the  sponge  which  is  to  contain  the  chloroform  ;  this  box 
may  be  made  of  tin  with  a  lid  to  shut  tight,  for  lemoving  the 
sponge  when  needed  ;  there  must  also  be  in  the  box  two  openings 
opposite  each  other ;  to  one  of  which  is  attached  a  gum  elastie 
bottle  with  a  valve  admitting  air,  to  the  other  a  pipe  of  such  size 
and  length  as  is  necessary  to  carry  the  vapour  to  the  part  By 
pressing  the  elastic  bag,  the  air  is  forced  through  the  sponge  and 
out  of  the  pipe  charged  with  vapour."  The  vapour  may  be  kept 
in  contact  with  flat  surfaces  by  confining  it  under  a  piece  of  oiled 
silk  or  paper ;  and  in  cavities  by  closing  the  orifice  around  the 
pipe. 

The  minor  operations  may  many  of  them  be  rendered  painless 
by  the  local  application  of  chloroform  vapour  ;  a  common  method  of 
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using  it  for  this  pnrposelis  to  cover  the  part  with  lint  or  cotton 
saturated  with  chloroform,  and  then  force  a  current  of  air  through 
the  lint  on  the  part  to  be  rendered  insensible ;  this  means  is  im- 
perfect, requiring  often  much  time  and  frequent  renewing  of  the 
chloroform.  In  using  chloroform  topically  we  should  always 
endearor  to  make  the  application  to  the  seat  of  disease,  though 
frequently  embrocations  or  liniments  will  afford  much  relief  to 
parts  which  are  suffering  from  sympathy.  In  neuralgic  pain  of 
small  extent  pure  chloroform  applied  with  a  cloth  and  pressed  on 
the  part,  is  very  efficacious.  The  numerous  painful  afflictions  in 
which  it  may  be  applied  with  benefit  I  need  not  here  enumerate. 
It  may,  however,  be  useful  to  append  a  few  formula  for  embroca- 
tions, liniments,  kc, 

R  Chloroform. 

Gum  Gamph.,  equal  parts,  make  a  solution. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  of  ^^  toothache  drops,"  and  is  often  used 
without  the  camphor. 

H  Chloroform. 
•  01.  Olive. 
01.  Terebinth.,  equal  parts,  mix. 
Used  as  a  stimulating  liniment.     If  applied  with  heat  it  is  very 
active  ;  a  hot  cloth  saturated  with  it  should  be  laid  on  the  part 
when  a  visicatory  effect   is   desired.     All  liniments  made  with 
chloroform   should  contain  a  fixed  oil  to  prevent  its  too  speedy 
evaporation. 

R  Chloroform  3ij 
Pulv.  Gum  Camph..  5j. 
Extr.  BelladonnsB  5j. 
•  Ungt.  Simp.  Sj. 

Bub  the  ointment  and  extract  together,  then  add  the  camphor 
and  lastly  the  chloroform.  This  preparation  makes  a  very  useful 
anodyne  embrocation. 

R  Chloroform. 

Olive  Oil. 

Lime  Water,  mix  equal  parts. 
Much  superior  to  the  common  preparation  of  lime  water  and 
et  oil  as  an  application  to  superficial  burns. 
LuRoaA,  111.,  April,  1855. 
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ARTICLE  II.— .4  Case  of  Strangulation  of  the  posterior  Up 
of  the  Os  Tlncce.  within  the  superior  aperture  of  the  Pes- 
sary,    By  C.  Goodbrake,  M.  D.,  Clinton,  III. 
Editors  of  thb  Journal  : — The  use  of  pessaries  of  all  sorts 
of  material,  and  of  almost  every  imaginable  form  and  size,  has 
become  so  fashionable,  that  a  description  of  the  following  case  maj 
not  proTe  entirely  uninteresting  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal : 

About  two  years  since  I  was' called  to  see  a  Mrs.  B.,  in  consul* 
tation  with  my  friend,  Dr.  Warner,  and  upon  arriving  at  the  bed- 
side, we  received  from  the  lady  the  following  history  of  her  case : 
She  informed  us  that  she  had  suffered  from  ill  health  for  soms 
time,  and  that  about  five  months  previous  to  our  visit,  she  had 
consulted  a  doctor,  who  informed  her  that  she  had  prolapsus  uteri, 
and  that  he  could  cure  her  without  any  difficulty  by  introducing  an 
instrument  into  the  vagina.  The  woman  anxious  to  get  well  of 
course  submitted  to  the  introduction,  and  nothing  more  was  done 
for  the  space  oifive  months  At  the  end  of  this  time  she  request- 
the  doctor  to  remove  it.  as  she  did  not  receive,  any  benefit,  but  00 
the  contrary,  sufiered  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  from  its  use. 
The  doctor  then  endeavored  to  remove  it,  but  found  to  his  utter 
astonishment  that  he  was  unable  (as  the  wttman  said)  to  budge  it 
The  doctor  made  several  efibrts  from  day  to  day,  to  remove  it,  but 
without  success.  He  then  informed  the  woman  that  she  would 
have  to  make  herself  content,  until  such  time  as  he  could  procure 
a  speculum,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  into  the  nature  of  the  diffi- 
culty. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  the  lady  (as  well  as  her  husband)  be- 
coming very  anxious  to  have  the  artificial  obstruction  removed  if 
possible,  Dr.  Warner  and  myself  were  called  in. 

Upon  examination  we  found  the  instrument  in  question  to  be  a 
hollow  glass  pessary,  in  the  form  of  a  flattened  globe,  with  an  ap- 
erture through  its  shorter  axis.  Also  that  the  posterior  lip  of  the 
08  tineas,  had  from  some  cause  or  other  descended  into  the  supe- 
rior opening  of  the  pessary,  and  had  become  strangulated.  The 
pessary  could  very  easily  be  made  to  r  )tate  upon  the  neck  of  the 
strangulated  portion,  but  all  our  efibrts  to  remove  it  proved  un- 
uccessful. 
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At  length,  after  trying  every  other  method  we  could  think  of, 
without  success,  I  hit  upon  the  following  plan  :  I  introduced  two 
fingers  over  the  pessary,  one  finger  on  either  side  of  the  strangu- 
lated portion,  and  pressed  very  gently  but  steadily  downwards, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  I  was  enabled,  without  uiuch 
pain  to  the  patient,  to  bring  the  pessary  without  the  os  externum* 
(I  may  as  well  state  here  that  the  strangulated  portion  inside  the 
pessary,  had  enlarged  to  the  size  of  a  small  hickory  nut,  and  that 
the  balance  of  the  pessary  was  filled  up  with  a  thick,  dark  and 
very  offensive  fluid.) 

I  next  procured  a  piece  of  soft  buckskin,  and  cut  a  longitudinal 
slit  in  it, — similar  to  a  retractor, — I  placed  thi^  between  the  vul- 
va of  the  patient  and  the  pessary,  so  as  completely  to  protect  the 
external  organs  of  generation,  and  also  to  prev>  nt  any  of  the 
glass  from  being  drawn  into  the  vagina.  I  then  held  a  piece  of 
metal  beneath  the  pessary,  and  stiuck  it  a  blow  with  a  hammer, 
which  broke  it  to  pieces  and  allov^ed  the  womb  to  return  to  its 
proper  position ;  and  the  patient  was  relieved  from  her  very  dis- 
agreeable condition.  By  remaining  in  the  recumbent  position,  and 
nsing  proper  applications, — by  means  of  the  female  syringe — for 
Ikbout  a  week,  the  lady  got  along  without  any  farther  trouble. 

One  object  in  writing  this  artit  le,  was  to  caution  the  profession 
against  the  use  of  the  peculiar  kind  of  pessary,  a  description  of 
which  has  already  been  given  ;  as  the  case  proves  that  disagreea- 
ble consequences  may  follow.  And  I  would  here  say,  that  in  my 
opinion  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  pessary,  is  a  very  injurious  and 
highly  reprehensible  practice ;  and  that  leaving  them  in  situ  for 
months  ought  not  to  be  thought  of.  Indeed  I  am  free  to  say,  thai 
so  far  as  my  experience  and  observation  extend,  cases  are  very 
rare  where  the  use  of  the  pessary  is  followed  by  any  permanent 
benefit  to  the  patient ;  hut  on  the  contrary, — taking  the  anatomy 
of  the  parts,  as  well  as  the  causes  and  nature  of  prolapsus  uteri 
into  consideration,  the  introduction  of  a  foreign  body  into  the 
vagina,  for  the  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  uterus  in  its  proper 
position,  is,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  followed  by  more  disappoint- 
menta  than  good  results*. 
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AT^TICLE   III   ^  Cured  hy  Ertractinsr  a  Tooth.     Bf  C.  A. 
IIathwiall,  M.  D  ,  of  Virginia,  Cass  Co.,  III.- 

In  a  number  of  the  N  W  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  pub- 
lished some  time  hack,  I  remember  reading  an  article  entitled 
'*  Cured  by  the  Kick  of  a  Horse."  This  instance  of  Horse  Sar- 
gerj  prompted  ine  to  leport  the  following  case  under  the  heading 
I  have  given  it.  It  may  not  be  wholly  new,. but  I  think  it  is 
somewhat  of  a  novel  case,  and  perhaps  not  altogether  undeservhug 
of  a  passing  notice.  V     ^ 

Sept.  14,  1864. — Was  called  to  visit  Miss  S.  D.,  residing  in 
Clary's  Grove,  Menard  Co.  To  use  a  legal  phrase,  she  was  » 
spitisierj  aboui  38  years  of  age.  I  found  the  following  symptooui :  - 
High  fever,  redness  of  the  face,  throbbing  of  the  temporals,  pains 
in  the  back  and  extremities,  cephalalgia,  great  anxiety  and  rest* 
lessness,  skin  dry,  excessive  thirst,  tongue  furred,  breath  hot  and 
offensive,  pulse  full  and  voluminous,  anorexia,  bowels  oostivs, 
ariiie  scant  but  high  colored  and  turbid,  lips  dry  and  parchied.  I 
also  observed  the  left  side  of  her  face  considerably  swollen.  In 
reply  to  the  customary  interrogatories  of  a  physician  to  his  pt^ 
tient,  I  received  the  ensuing  history  of  the  case,  mainy  from  the 
laiy's  brother,  Mr  D.,  in  whose  house  she  resided.  He  said  aha 
was  plagued  with  the  toothache  very  much, — that  this  was  the 
third  time  she  had  been  attackted  in  a  similar  manner.  In  a  day 
or  two  after  <^xtreme  suffering  i^he  would  have  a  severe  chill,  then 
fever  and  the  train  of  symptoms  I  have  above  related  and  the 
toothache  would  then  subside.  Upon  receiving  this  information 
J  proceeded  to  examine  the  lady's  mouth  (not  though  as  we  do  a 
horse  to  see  how  old  she  was),  but  with  a  different  intent.  She 
opened  her  mouth  with  much  difficulty,  as  the  elevators  were  so 
contnicted  as  to  almost  prohibit  speaking  to  me.  I  discovered 
however  the  second  inferior  molar  of  the  left  side  on  its  anterior 
surface  perfectly  decayed  and  gone  below  the  alveolar,  I  told  her 
she  had  better  let  me  endeavor  to  extract  the  diseased  tooth  for 
her,  as  probably  that  was  the  source  of  her  swelled  face.  Her 
reply  was,  that  the  former  family  physician.  Dr. had  con- 
siderable difficulty  in   drawing  a   to^th   several   months  previous. 
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and  had  informed  her  "  that  all  her  te«th  would  pull  remarkably 
hard."  Now  I  did  not  possess  audacity  suflScient  to  differ  in  opi- 
nion with  a  practitioner  of  such  vast  sagacity  and  profound  judg- 
ment, 80 1  urged  her  no  further,  but  proceeded  to  prescribe. 

Every  physician  is  av^are  that  several  diseases  are  ushered  in 
by  similar  symptoms  to  those  I  have  given;  but  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  periodical  nature  of  the  case,  the  mode  of  attack, 
coming  on  every  other  day  with  chills,  etc.,  I  considered  it  a  case 
of  Intermittent  Fever,  and  gave — 

H  Hyd.  Prot.  Chlo.,  Bjss. 

Pulv.  Doveri,  gr.  xv. 

M.  ft.  in  chart  No.  iii.,  one  to  be  given  every  three  hours,  and 
afterwards  the  bowels  to  be  freely  evacuatetl  with  senna  tea,  hops 
stewed  in  vinegar  applied  warm  to  her  swelled  face,  and  diluent 
drinks. 

Sept.  16. — Called  again,  her  bowels  had  been  suflSciently  moved, 
no  fever,  swelling  of  the  face  diminished,  etc.  Seeing  her  in  a 
condition  for  the  exhibition  of  quinine,  I  prescribed  that  article, 
to  be  administered  at  appropriate  intervals.  I  again  asked  the 
lady  if  I  should  then  relieve  her  of  her  troublesome  companion 
(the  tooth),  but  permission  was  not  granted,  for  '^  as  long  as  it 
didn't  ache,  it  could  do  no  good  to  pull  it."  I  then  took  my  de* 
parture  with  the  passing  observation  that  I  did  not  think  there 
would  be  any  necessity  of  my  calling  on  her  the  next  day. 

Sept.  28. — Two  weeks  from  the  above  date,  a  messenger  called 
at  my  office  and  requested  me  to  visit  Miss  D.,  <*  as  she  was  down 
•gain.  I  obeyed,  and  on  approaching  the  bedside  and  examining 
the  case,  I  found  her  in  the  same  situation,  or  nearly  so,  as  when 
I  had  first  seen  her, — fever,  face  swollen,  etc.  She  remarked  she 
was  glad  to  see  me,  and  wished  I  would  cure  her  up  again.  I  was 
now  thoroughly  persuaded  her  decayed  tooth  was  the  primary 
cause  of  disease,  and  that  her  fever^  etc.,  was  exclusively  symp- 
tomatic, so  requested  her  to  allow  me  to  extract  it  She  consent^ 
ed,  with  the  proviso  that  I  would  place  her  under  the  infineace  of 
chloroform.  To  this  I  made  an  objection,  principally  however  be- 
cause  I  did  not  happen  to  have  any  along  with  me ;  so  she  woold 
not  listen  to  having  it  pulled.     Finding  the   previous   treiatttieiit 
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«ntirelj  BUCceMful,  I  repeated  it,  gave  her  two  visits  and  diacharg- 
the  case. 

October  17. — ^Two  weeks  and  four  days  from  the  last  date,  in 
the  night,  whilst  I  was  comfortably  enjoying  myself  in  the  arms 
of  Morpheus,  I  was  suddenly  roused  by  a  visit  from  the  lady's 
brother,  Mr.  D..  who  thuei^classie^lly  expressed  himself:  '^Doctor, 
I  want  you  to  come  to  our  house  right  away,  and  jerk  that  cussed 
tooth  out  of  Sarah's  head.  It  has  been  aching  again  for  two  or 
three  days,  but  it  has  stopped  now  and  she  is  down  sick  again,  jist 
like  you  seed  her  before :  never  mind  what  she  says,  but  come  at 
once  and  out  with  it."  His  tone  and  countenance  convinced  me 
that  he  was  resolute,  and  it  would  be  in  vam  for  me  to  solicit  him 
to  wait  till  morning,  so  off  we  rode  upon  our  way  rejoicing. 

As  I  expected,  my  patient  was  in  bed,  and  as  I  had  before  no- 
ticed her,  nervous  and  irritable,  respiration  difiBcult  and  hurried| 
fever  high,  pulse  rapid,  etc.  She  stated  that,  as  soon  as  her  tooth 
ceased  aching,  her  general  health  suffered,  and  she  was  resolved 
to  have  it  out  at  last,  as  she  was  perfectly  satisfied  it  was  the  sole 
origin  of  all  her  trouble  and  distress.  I  promptly  removed  it,  and 
eannot  truthfully  say,  with  my  keen  professional  brother,  that  it 
"pulled  so  remarkably  hard"  as  he  had  so  sagaciously  predicted. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  record  her  expressions  of  thankfulness  after 
I  had  jerked  it  oui.  The  roots  of  the  tooth  were  materially  ab- 
sorbed, suppuration  had  commenced,  as  a  little  pus  was 'discharged 
from  the  cavity.  As  her  bowels  were  constipated,  I  left  her  some 
purgative  pills,  a  few  seidliiz  powders,  and  directed  her  to  take 
quinine  during  Apyrexia,  and  remarked  I  was  now  in  hopes  she 
would  have  no  occasion  to  send  for  me  again,  and  then  very  will- 
ingly made  my  exit. 

In  February  last  I  was  summoned  to  attend  a  patient  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  and  through  motives  of  curiosity  I  made  a 
casual  call  upon  my  inveterate  tooth  case.  I  found  her  (as  she 
said)  enjoying  better  health  than  for  some  years  antecedent  to  the 
palling  of  the  tooth,  had  never  any  unpleasant  symptoms  since  my 
departure,  and  ogly  wished  her  and  her  former  enemy  had  paited 
company  long  before  they  did. 

Such  is  the  history  of  a  rather  uncommon  case.    I  have  been 


154  Ki^lTORlAL. 

Minute  in  its  details,  and,  the  reader  may  imagine,  too  prolix;  bot 
I  could  not  condense  it  satisfactorily  and  present  it  as  it  actually 
occurred.  Taking  into  consideration  its  periodical  nature,  its  de- 
ceptive tendency,  and  concomitant  circumstances.  I  deem  it  wor- 
thy of  record,  and  may  perhaps,  like  a  beacon  to  the  mariner, 
prove  a  guide  to  another  practitioner^  and  enable  him  to  aflford 
relief  to  some  unfortunate  sufierer.  I  am  not  aware  that  I  can 
christen  it  with  a  more  approprate  soubriquet  than  *'  Cured  by 
extracting  a  tooth/' 


EDITORIAL. 


American  Medical  Association : 

FIRST  DAY. 

This  Association  commenced  its  Eighth  Annual  Session  May 
1st,  at  11  A.  M  ,  in  the  Musical  Fund  Hall.  The  spacious  sa- 
loon wa«  divided  into  two  parts  by  a  railing  ;  one  apartment  being 
exelasively  appropriated  to  the  delegates,  and  the  other  part  to 
spectators ;  the  reporters  of  the  press  being  amply  provided  for. 

We  observed  in  the  reception  room  in  the  basement  story,  a  block 
of  marble,  designed  for  the  Washington  National  Monument  — 
The  block  is  finished  in  a  chaste  and  beautiful  style,  and  bears  the 
following  inscription : 

'^  American  Medical  Association. 

Instituted  MDCCCXLVIL 

ViNCiT  Amor  Patriae. 

On  the  face  of  the  stone,  cut  in  alto-relievo,   n  a  well  executed 

representation  of  Hypoorates,  the  father  of  Medicine,  refusing  a 

bribe  tendered  him  by  Artexerxes  King  of  Persia.    There  are  no 

^than  eleven  figures  in  the  group.     The  >tone  is  four  feet  long, 

>  feet  thick  and  one  foot  eight  inches  high,  ^nd  the  woikman- 

p  a  handsome  specimen  of  American  sculpture.     The  work  was 

rformed  by  J.  A.  Beck,  a  young  man,  who  has  since  proceeded 

Borne,  to  cultivate  his  talent  as  a  sculptor. 


At  half-past  eleven  o^clock,  the  Association  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President,  Dr.  Charlbs  A  PopB,  of  St.  Louis,  who',  on 
taking  the  Chair,  invited  the  Ex- President  and  Ex- Vice  Presidents 
of  the  Association  to  take  seats  on  the  platform. 

Dr.  Francis  West,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  E.  S.  Lemoine,  of 
St.  Louis,  oflSciated  as  Secretaries. 

Dr.  Issiic  Hajs,  from  the  Committee  of  Arrangements^  stated 
that  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  profession  of  Philadelphia,  he  gave 
a  warm  and  cordial  reception  to  the  delegates  assembled.  The 
Committee  have  done  their  best  to  make  the  delegates  as  comfort- 
able as  possible,  during  their  sojourn  in  the  city.  To  do  so,  is  not 
only  a  gat.fication,  but  a  duty.  Eight  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  organization  of  this  Association,  and  we  well  know,  that  our 
delegates  have  been  received  in  different  parts  of  our  country 
during  that  period  of  time,  with  generous  hospitality.  We  beg 
leave  to  assure  the  delegates  in  attendance,  that  it  is  our  most 
earnest  desire  to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  return  the  compli- 
ment to  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  Medical  profession. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hays,  the  roll  was  called  by  Dn  F.  West — 
The  following  is  a  full  list  of  the  delegates  : — 

MAI.NB. 

Maine  Medical  Association — A.  J.  Fuller,  G.  S.  Palmer,  Al- 

pheus  F.  Page,  N.  P.  Monroe,  Jus.  C.  Weston,  Nathan  Emerson. 

Penobscot  Medical  Society — Horatio  N.  Page,  J.  P.  Dickinson. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New  Hampshire  Medical  Society — Silas  Cummings,  Thos  H* 
Marshall. 

Strafford  District  Medical  Society — David  T.  Parker. 

VERMONT 

Vermont  Medical  College — George  T.  Elliott. 
Grafton  District  Medical  Society — Israel  Hinchley. 

•  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Massachusetts  Medical  Society — Henry  Willard,  W.  M.  Cornell, 
E.  P.  Eastman,  Alex.  Thompson,  Geo.  Hayward,  Winslow  Lewis, 
Jeremy  Stimson,  Martin  Root,  Anson  Hooker,  Jonathan  W.  Ben- 
nis.  Horace  Richardson,  Ephraim  Buck,  Benj.  E.  Cotton,  C.  P. 
Piske,  W.  H.  Page,  Edward  B  Moore,  Jasper  H.  York,  A.  Le 
^Baron  Monroe,  Grlman  Kimball,  S.  G.  Burnap,  John  Qeo.  Met- 
ealf,  Robert  T.  Davis,  Augustine  Shurtleff,  James  Farnum,  Benj. 
Cox,  Jr.,  John  Homans. 
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Middlesex  County  District  Medical  Society — Anson  P.  Hooker. 

Thurber  Medical  Association — Ambrose  Barnes,  Allen  C.  Fay. 

Boston  Medical  Association — E   D.  G.  Palmer,  S.  L.  Sprague. 

Boston  Society  for  Medical  Observation — Calvin  Ellis,  J.  N. 
Borland. 

Medical  Department  Harvard  University — D.  H.  Storer,  Ed.  H. 
Clarke. 

Permanent  Member — Jno.  Green. 

EHODE    ISLAND. 

Permanent  Member — Usher  Parson,  Providence. 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society — Joseph  Mauran,  Ariel  Balloa, 
Jas.  H.  Eldridge. 

OONNBCTICUT. 

New  Haven  county  Medical  Society  P.  Jewett,  Geo.  C.  Bud- 
dington,  A.  B.  Ives,  H.  W.  E.  Matthews,  Reynolds  Webb,  Leon- 
ard J.  Sanford,  John  Nicoll. 

Litchfield  county  Medical  Society — ^J.  G.  Beckwith,  Samuel 
T.  Salisbury,  James  Welsh. 

Fair6eld  county  Medical  Society — S.  S.  Noyes. 

Medical  Institute,  Yale  College— Chas.  Hooker,  Jonathan 
Knight. 

Connecticut  iState  Hospital — E.  II.  Bishop. 

New  London  county  Medical  iSbciety — Ashbel  Woodward, John 
D.  Ford 

Windham  county  Medical  Sbciety — Lewis  Williams. 

Tolland  county  Medical  iSbciety — Francis  L.  Dickinson,  Alden 
£lLinner.     Permanent  Member — Reynolds  Webb. 

NEW  TORK. 

Medical  Society  of  Erie  Co — Jas.  M.  Newman. 

New  York  County  Medical  Society. — Isaac  Wood,  D.  Meridith 
Reese,  Alfred  C.  Post. 

Herkimer  County  Medical  Society. — Wm.  H.  H.  Parkurst,  A. 
F.  Dolittle. 

Binghamton  Academy  of  Medicine. — George  S.  Little. 

Madison  County  Medical  Society. — A.  D.  Saunders. 

Academy  of  Medicine. — F.  Campbell  Stewart,  David  GreeiMi 
Jno  W.  Corson,  W.  Rockwell,  Jr.,  Foster  Jenkins. 

Medical  Association  of  Southern  and  Central  Hew  York— Jno. 
Gay  Orten,  R.  0.  Crandall. 

New  York  Medical  College. — B.  Fardyce  Barker,  Horace  Oreen« 

Buffalo  Medical  Association — Charles  H.  Wilcox,   Frank  H. 

imilton. 

New  York  State  Emigrant  Hospital— Thomas  Addis  Smmeti 

nest  Schilling. 
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Society  of  OermftU  Physicians — Eraaat  Krackowizer,  Theo.  A* 
Tellkampt. 

Onedia  county  Medical  Society — Jno.  McCall,  N.  A.  Dering. 

Monroe  county  Medical  Society — Jno.  Ried. 

New  York  Hospital — John  Watson,  Joseph  M.  Smith. 

Richmond  county  Medical  Society — W.  6,  Anderson. 

New  York  State  Medical  Society — E.  W.  Armstrong. 

Broom  county  Medical  Society — Thomas  Jackson. 

New  York  Pathological  Institute — T  C.  Fennell. 

Permanent  members — Caleb  Budlong.  Henry  S.  West,  E.  H. 
Dayis  A.  Baker,  Jr.,  H.  M.  Eastman.  * 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians— Isaac  Hft^ys,  G.  B.  Wood, 
R.  A.  Given,  Ed.  Hartshorne.  J.  B.  Biddle,  Francis  West,  Frank- 
lin Bache,  Jno.  Neill,  Fras.  G.  Smith,  Jr.,  Jas.  Carson,  Paul 
Beck  Goddard,  Jos.  Carson,  J.  Rodman  Paul. 

Pennsylyania  State  Medical  Society — Charles  Innes,  Henry 
Carpenter,  G.  Emerson,  David  0.  Moser,  Jno.  A.  Martin,  Robert 
K.  Smith. 

Unitrersity  of  Pennsylvania — Hugh  L.  Hodge,  Samuel  Jack- 
son. 

Jefferson  Medical  College — Joseph  Pancoast,  Charles  D*  Meigs. 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College — David  Gilbert  J.  M.  Allen. 

Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine — Isaac  A.  Pennypacker,  Hen- 
ley Hartshorne. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital — George  W.  Norris 

Wills'  Hospital— S.  Littell. 

St  Joseph's  Hospital— Alfred  Stille. 

Episcopal  Hospital — John  J.  Reese. 

Philadelphia  Hospital,  Blockley — J.  L.  Ludlow,  Henry  H. 
Smith. 

Philadelphia  county  Medical  Society — Robert  P.  Thomas,  Sam- 
nel  L.  Hollingsworth,  William  V.    Keating,  Caspar  Wistar,  Ben- 

?'  win  S.  Janiiey,  ThoniasH.  Yaidley,  1).  FiancisCondie,  D.Paul 
Bjus,  Wilson  Jewell.  Juhn  Bell,  Thomas  F.  Bctton,  ^am'l  Jack- 
son, William  Byrd  Page,  Samuel  Lewis,  Antliony  E.  Stocker, 
Wm.  H.  Klapp,  Ellwood  Wilson,  John  Comey,  Junies  V.  Emlon, 
Arnold  Naudain. 

Nonhern  Medical  Association — Levi  Curtis,  William  Maybury, 
fi-  H.  Townsend,  N.  L.  Hatfield,  J  Henry  Swalti. 
Western  Clinical  Infirmary — Thos.  Howsen  Bache. 
Philadelphia  Dispensary — James  M.  Corse. 
Chester  county  Medical  Society — M.  Emanuel,  C.  J*  Morton, 
Lancaster  city  and   county  Medical  Society — J.  B.  Stubba,  P. 
C^dy,  J.  K.  Band,  Thomas  Ellmaker,  Robert  Duncan. 
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Lancaster  county  Hospital — John  L.  Atlce. 

Huntinojdon  county  Medical  Society — J.  M.  Gemmell. 

Med  cal  Society  of  city  of  Reading  and  county  of  Berks — Frank 
M.  Heister,  P.  G.  Bert,  let,   William  Gies.  Edward  Wallace. 

Bucks  County  Medical  Society — John  D^er. 

Moyamensing  House  of  Industry — Jacob  Da  Costa. 

Lehigh  Medical  County  Society — Charles  H.  Martin. 

Montgomery  County  Medical  Association — liiram  Corson,  C 
Shoemaker,  John  L  Foulke. 

Blair  county  medical  society — Wm.  R.  Finlay. 

Mifflin  county  medical  society — Abram  Rothnock.  Permanent 
members — Henry  Bond,  Geo.  J.  Ziegler — Rene  La  Roche,  B. 
Horner  Coates,  Winthrop  Sart^ent. 

Pai-isian  medical  society — Walter  F.  Atlee. 

NEW  JERSBT. 

Camden  county  medical  society — A.  D.  Woodruff. 

Camden  city  modical  society     Thos.  F.  Cullen. 

Cumberland  county  medical  society — Isaac  H.  Hampton. 

New  Jersey  state  medical  association — R.  M.  Cooper,  Lewis 
Condict. 

Burlington  county  medical  society — Henry  H.  Longstroth,  Geo. 
Godell,  J.  P.  Coleman. 

Hudson  county  medical  society — Charles  Cook,  John  Thomp- 
son. 

Sussex  county  district  medical  society — A.  D.  Marford,  John 
R.  Stuart 

Gloucester  county  medical  society    John  R.  Sickler. 

Permanent  members— G.  H  Taylor,  Wm.  Elmer,  S.  W.  Butler. 

DBLAWAKB. 

Delaware  state  medical  society — Robert  H.  Clarke,  Henry 
F.  Asker,  John  Merritt,  Gove  Saulsbury. 

New  Castle  county  mtdical  society — ^Jas.  Couper,  J.  W.  Thomp- 
son. 

Willmington  medical  association — Wm.  R.  Bullock,  James  F. 
Wilson. 

Permanent  member — L.  P.  Bush. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore  Infirmary — Richard  H.  Thomas. 

Medioal  and  chirurgical  faculty  of  Maryland — Peregrine  Wroth 
Joel  Hopkins,  Samuel  P.  Smith,  A.  M.  White,  Washington  Duvall, 
Chas  Macgill. 

Medical  and  surgical  society  of  Baltimore — A  Snowden  Piggott, 
Wm.  11  BaKrell. 

St  Mary's  county  medical  association — Thomas  Matthewa. 

University  of  Maryland — George  M.  Miltenberger. 
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fFftlbot  county  medieal  society— J.  S.  M.  Chunberlain,  ThoniM 
W.  Martin,  £dw.  M.  Hardcastle. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBTA. 

National  medical  college — Lowis   II.   Steiner,  Thomas  Miller. 

Washington  city  Infirinary  and  Hospital — B.  Johnson  Uellen. 

MediCiil  Society  oF  District  of  Columbia — Grafton  T^ler,  Alex. 
J.  Si  mm  is,  Jiio.  C.  Riley,  Harvey  Lindaley,  Jas.  C.  Hall, 
C.  Bayle,  G.  M.  Dove. 

VIRGINIA. 

State  medical  society  of  Va — Perterfield  Trent,  J.  Lewis 
Dorset. 

Medical  college  of  Va  —Charles  Bell  Gibson,  B.  R.   Wellford. 

Winchester  medical  college — Alfred  B.  Tucker,  Hugh  McGuire. 

Prince  Edvrard  county  medical  society — James  LyTe. 

Medical  Department  University  of  Virginia — ^J.  L.  Cabell,  B. 
W.  Allen. 

Peterabarg  medical  faculty — James  W.  Smith,  J.  F.  Feeblei, 
Pitman  C.  SSpencer. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

South  Cirolina  Medical  Association — T.  T.  Robertson,  J.  F.  M. 
Geddings,  N.  H.  Gibbes,  W  W.  Mobley,  R.  F.  Michel,  Johnli. 
Dawson,  R  S.  Bailey.  C.  Happoldt. 

Medical  College  of  the  sUte  of  South  Caro^na — Thomas  G. 
Prioleau,  Henry  R  Frost. 

Columbia  Medical  Society — Samuel  Fair. 

Charleston  Medical  Inbtitute — F.  M.  Robertson. 

eSORQIA. 

Savannah  Medical  College-  Richard  D.  Arnold. 

ALABAMA. 

Alabama  State  Medical  Association — William  M.  Bollingi  P.  H. 
Cauell. 

TBNNES88S. 

Permanent  Member — Frank  A.  Ramsay. 
Tennessee  state  Medical  society — R.  C.  Foster. 
University  of  Nashville — J.  Berrien  Lindsley. 

KENTUCKY. 

Covington  medical  society — C.  J.  Blackburne. 
Louisville  marine  hospital— J.  C.  Johnston. 
University  of  Louisville — T.  G.  Richardson. 
Kentucky  state  medical  society — David  Thompson,  J.  T.  Brad- 
ford. 

Kentucky  school  of  medicin.e — Joshua  B.  Flint,  A.  B.  Cook. 

OHIO. 

Ohio  state  medical  society — Levi  D.  Scheets,  Isaac  C  Wil- 
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liaiDS,  R.  Hills.  B.  B.  Leonard,  J.  F.  Potter,  Ephraim  GmIdii 
B.  R.  McMeeDs. 

Belmont  county  medical  society — Ephraim  Gaston,  J.  D.  Cot- 
ton, Abel  Gary,  A.  Dunlap. 

Miami  medical  college — R.  D.  Mussey. 

Erie  county  medical  association — Daniel  Tilden. 

Clinton  county  medical  society — T.  W.  McArthur. 

Medico-Chirurgical  society  of  Cincinnati — Alexandei^  M.  John*- 
Bton,  Wm.  Glendennin. 

INDIANA. 

Union  medical  society,  Northern  Indiana — M.  M.  Lstta. 
Indiana  state   medical   society — Joel   Pennington,   Thos.  W, 
Florer,  B.  Murphy. 

Kosciusko  county  medical  society — William  E  Sarber. 

ILLINOIS. 

Bush  medical  society- -N.  S.  Davis. 
Cook  county  medical  society — J.  W.  Freer. 
Lasalle  county  medical  society — Joseph  Stout 
Illinois  state   medical   society — t>amel  Brainard,  A*  H.  Luce, 
8.  W.  Noble,  Budolphus  Bouse. 

MISSOURI. 

St  Louis  medical  dissociation — Chas.  A  Pope. 
St,  Louis  medical  society — L.  P.  Perry,  T.  £.  Maasey,  E.  B. 
Lemoine. 

IOWA. 

Medical  department  Iowa  XJniyersity — J.  E.  Sandboro. 

^  WI8C0NBIM. 

Alfred  L.  CastlemaQ,  J.  J.  Brown. 

Milwaukee  medical  association — J.  B.  Doosman. 

IflCKIGAN. 

N:  B.  Stebbins,  H  Taylor,  J.  H.  Beech. 

Petroit  medical  society— Wm.  Brodie,  Zina  Pitcher. 

University  of  Michigan — A.  B.  Palmer. 

UNITED  STATES  NAVT. 

T-  Dillard,  Jas.  M.  Greene,  Samuel  Barrington. 


On  motion,  the  President  of  the  Association  was  invited  to  do* 
liver  an  address.     He  spoke  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  : — With  feelings  of  grateful  pleasure,  I  meet  joa, 
^nd  greet  you,  on  this  occasion. 

For  high  and  useful  purposes  have  we  assembled  from  the  wide 
extent  of  oar  beloved  country.  The  elevation  of  a  noble  profiMk* 
luon — the  promotion  of  sciepce — the  good  of  humanity — Ibeee 
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Mart  been,  sre,  and  will  eontinae  to  be,  the  objects  of  our  Aflioei- 
atioQ.  Whether  we  have,  thus  far,  done  mach  or  little,  our  sole 
aim  has  been  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  oarfellow-men. 
I  shall  not  assert  that  we  have  done  as  much  as  we  might  have  done 
or  that  the  course  hitherto  pursued  by  us,  is  so  perfect,  as  to  ad- 
mit of  no  improvement.  Were  such  the  fact,  and  were  the  Associ^ 
ation  a  firmly  established  institution,  I  might  have  experienced 
more  hesitatton  in  the  selection  of  a  theme  for  the  present  occasion. 
And  since  we  cannot,  as  yet,  I  think,  urge  such  a  claim,  the  few 
BQggestions  which  I  shall  offer,  are  made  with  becoming  diffidence, 
but  at  the  same  time  with  a  deep  sense  of  their  importance  to  the 
welfare  and  perpetuity  of  our  Association. 

Some  strictures  on  our  proceedings,  in  Medical  and  other  jour- 
nals, have  appeared  within  the  last  year,  as  well  as  in  previous 
years.  I  shall  not  here  blame  the  authors  of  them.  They  ^re, 
doubtless,  as  proud  of  our  noble  profession  as  we,  and  equally  with 
UB,  anxious  for  tbe  advancement  of  its  interests  and  its  honor.  I 
thank  them  for  their  suggestions.  All  of  us  are  ready  to  hear 
them  and  to  profit  by  them.  If  any  more  actual  mode  of  arriving 
at  truth  can  be  devised,  than  that  which  we  have  heretofore  pur-^ 
sued,  all  of  us  are  ready  to  follow  it,  and  would  rather  thank  than 
quarrel  with  those  who  may  propose  it 

Physicians  havo  an  almost  superhuman  mission  to  fulfil.  The 
'  goal  of  their  ambition,  and  their  hopes,  and  their  duty,  stands  at 
the  ultima  thule  of  human  capacity — ^nay  rather  beyond  it.  It 
cannot,  indeed,  be  said  that  their  duties  are  beyond  their  powers, 
but  their  ambition,  their  hopes,  their  wishes,  certainly  are.  They 
would  gladly  know,  not  only  all  the  secrets  of  organization,  but 
those  also  of  Physiology.  Pathology  and  Therapeutics.  To  arrive 
at  such  knowledge  is,  perhaps,  beyond  the  attainment  of  the  human 
mind.  Multiform  are  the  elements  which  enter  into  the  problem 
of  health  and  disease.  Health  is,  itself,  a  oonstant  change  of 
composition — diseases  are  ever-varying  changes,  supervening  on 
this. 

Do  we  not  know,  with  all  our  advancement,  nnd  after  all  the 
toil  of  our  predecessors  for  two  thousand  years,  the  exact  changes 
n  which*  any  disease,  the  fevers  for  instance,  consists  ?    And  even 
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ifhen  we  AM  have  learned  these,  so  as  to  understand  them  as  well 
as  the  most  ordinary  chemical  changes,  the  ever  varying  character 
of  most  diseases,  and  the  inward  distributing  influences  upon  them 
of  th(;  mental  anrl  moral  emotions,  would  require  to  follow  them, 
a  continued  stretch  and  power  of  intellect,  which  it  ia  doubtful  if 
man  he  capable.  This  exactness  of  knowledge  is  not,  I  grant, 
necessary  to  the  very  successful  practice  of  medicine.  Our  pro- 
fession can  render  great  and  important  services  to  man  without  it, 
but  with  it,  it  would  be  still  more  serviceable.  To  it  our  ambition 
tends.  To  this  perfect  knowledge  we  aspire.  Athough  we  may 
never  reach,  we  can  yet  eternally  approach  it.  In  the  vast  region 
of  our  researches,  there  is  no  probability  that  human  genius  will 
ever,  Alexander  like,  weep  for  the  want  of  unconquered  provinces. 
Beyond  the  conquests  of  the  future  heroes  of  the  profession,  there 
will  always  be  a  boundless  field  for  the  ambitious  and  philanthropic 
explorer.  In  the  language  of  a  western  student,  *'  the  science  of 
Medicine,  like  the  liver  of  Prometheus,  is  sufficient  to  glut  the 
eagles  of  all  time." 

The  object  of  this  Association  is  to  do  something  to  advance  the 
profession  towards  the  far-distant  goal  of  perfection — to  aid  the 
solution  of  some  of  the  problems  and  enigmas  of  life  and  organi- 
zation— to  add  some  material  to  the  growing  temple,  whose  foun- 
dations were  so  firmly  laid  by  the  Goan  sage — and  to  do  its  part, 
as  best  it  may,  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  Nor  do  I  think  that  so 
far,  it  has  altogether  failed.  Many  valuable  contributions  to  science 
have  been  elicited — professional  ambition  has  been  stimulated — an 
esprit- de-corps  has  been  successfully  evoked  and  established.  The 
strength  of  the  profession  has  acquired  additional  powei;  by  the 
union  of  its  members.  This  association  has  been  to  physicians, 
what  the  railroad  and  electric  wires  are  to  commerce,  and  the  inter- 
change of  useful  knowledge  to  states  and  nations.  It  has  made  as 
one,  and,  as  I  have  just  remarked,  in  unity  there  is  power.  This 
association  has  stimulated  thought.  Chaotic  and  void  would  for- 
ever remain  the  masses  of  facts,  accumulated  by  the  observations 
"^es,  but  for  the  co-ordinating  and  logical  power  of  reason.  It 
D  judgment  on  the  silent  phenomena^  as  a  ^'  refin  r  of  fire, 
ft  purifier  of  silver."    It  forces  the  voiceless  facts  to  mounl 
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the  tripod  of  the  oracle,  and  speak  forth  words  of  wisdom.  Th^ 
scalpel,  the  crucible,  the  microscope,  may  be  subsidiary  to  its  par- 
purposes  and  ends,  but  they  cannot  supply  its  place.  ]f ixed  and 
patient  thought,  in  medicine,  as  in  other  departments  of  science,  is 
tlie  Alad«iin's  lamp  that  lights  the  footsteps  of  the  discoverer.  To 
stimulate  attention  and  thought,  is  to  accelerate  many  a  new  dis- 
covery— to  hasten  the  advent  and  establishment  of  important  prin- 
ciples yet  in  the  womb  of  the  future.  May  not  our  Association  do 
this  more  effectually  tlian  it  has  hitherto  done? 

Let  all  the  contributions  be  read  and  attentively  considered. 
8uch  a  course  would  certainly  be.  more  encouraging,  as  well  as 
more  respectful,  to  their  authors.  Let  the  reports  be  deliberately 
and  fully  discussed,  and  let  them  go  forth  to  the  world  with  the 
sanction  or  the  criticisms  of  the  Association.  This  would  require 
time,  it  is  true,  but  if  we  have  time  to  meet  at  all,  surely  a  few 
days  would  make  but  little  difference.  The  good  that  would  be 
effected  would  yield  a  ten-fold  compensation  for  the  time  employ- 
ed. Every  one  must  admit  that  three  or  four  days  is  too  short 
a  time  for  the  Association  rightly  to  fulfil  its  annual  mission. 

I  would,  moreover,  respectfully  suggest  that  time  be  taken  for 
the  discussion  of  some  of  the  leading  topics  of  medical  philosophy. 
Amongst  these,  may  be  mentioned  the  nature,  causes  and  treat- 
ment of  cholera,  yellow  fever,  et  cetera — Hygiene,  and  the  la^s 
of  health  affecting  masses  of  men — Quarantine — the  causes  of 
mortality  among  children  -the  chemical  and  vital  doctrines  of  life. 
Questions  like  these,  indicated  a  year  in  advance  for  discussion, 
would  excite  a  carefulness  of  investigation,  and  a  degree  of  atten- 
tion and  thought  which  could  not  fail  to  clear  away  much  of  the 
darkness  and  doubt  in  which  they  are  yet  shrouded.  Nothing  so 
sharpens  the  intellectual  powers  as  public  debate.  It  fixes  attention, 
and  strains  to  the  utmost  every  faculty.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  facts  enough  have  been  accumulated  to  establish  great 
and  general  principles,  of  which  the  medical  world  is  yet  in  igno- 
rance or  doubt.  Nothing  would  contribute  more  to  demonstrate 
these  principles  than  the  collision  of  natural  intcll(>cts  in  public 
debate.  What  a  mass  of  facts,  and  argument,  and  demonstration 
would  be  brought  to  bear  on  any  of  the  subjects  alluded  to,  if  some 
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of  the  best  minds  in  tbe  profession  were  to  debate  tbem,  after 
a  year's  preparation !  Observed  facts  are  the  crude  materials  of 
science — the   intellect  is  the  master  builder  of  its  august  temple. 

I  make  these  suggestions  for  your  consideriktion.  All  the  sci* 
entific  meetings  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  employ  more  time 
than  ours  has  hitherto  employed.  Eventually  we  must  protract 
our  sessions,  if  we  would  render  them  serviceable  to  science  as 
they  may  be.  No  member  of  the  association  will  be  required  to 
remain  longer  than  suits  his  wishes  or  convenience.  Some  fifty 
or  sixty,  more  or  less,  would  always  be  found  to  listen  with  eager^ 
ness  to  scientific  papers,  and  engage  with  pleasure  in  scientific  dis* 
cussion. 

The  time  has  probably  arrived,  for  a  change  in  our  plan  of  or- 
ganization, which  will  admit  of  the  selection  of  a  permanent  place 
for  the  future  meetings  of  the  Association.  There  are  evident  ad- 
vantageG^  incident  to  both  the  migratory  and  stationary  plans. 
These  might,  perhaps,  be  easily  reconciled  and  secured.  A  prop- 
osition, if  I  mistake  not,  was  made  some  years  ago,  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  whether  it 
would  not  be  in  accordance  with  the  best  interests  of  the  Associa- 
tion, to  hold  biennial  meetings  in  Washington,  and  the  alternate 
one,  as  now,  at  difierent  points  of  our  common  country.  We 
might  thus  secure  all  the  advantages  of  a  fixed  abode,  in  the  way 
of  preserving  tbe  archives,  making  collections,  etc.,  whilst  by 
meeting  in  difierent  localities,  we  could  not  fail  to  excite  that 
wide-spread  interest  among  the  profession,  and  obtain  such  acces- 
sions of  new  members  as  would  greatly  enhance  the  high  and  use- 
ful objects  of  our  Association.  Should  this  proposal  meet  with 
your  approbation,  T  would  further  intimate  that  policy  would  per 
haps  require  the  meetings  of  the  Association  at  the  National  Cap. 
ital  to  be  held  in  the  years  of  the  short  sessions  of  Congress. 

I  shall  say  but  little  of  the  legislative  duties  of  the  Assooia-^ 

tion.    I  shall  say  nothing  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  get- 

'  laws  passed  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  famish 

lards  for  candidates  for  the  Doctorate.     Perhaps  the  Associa- 

can  do  but  little  in  this  respect.     Ours  is  a  popular  govern* 

;,  and  tbe  people  are  disposed  to  allow  the  largest  fireedom  in 
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ttlfttion  to  •yerjthing  pertaining  to  medicine,  medical  schools,  and 
phjsicians.  Laws  passed  against  quackery  one  year  are  revoked 
the  next.  Oar  country  is  the  paradise  of  quacks.  All  good 
things  have  their  attendant  evils,  and  this  unbridled  liberty  is  one 
of  the  evils  of  a  popular  government.  May  we  not  hope  however 
that  even  this  evil  may  disappear,  as  general  education  and  th6 
cultivation  of  the  masses  advance  ?  At  any  rate  the  people  are 
not  yet  disposed  to  put  down  the  quacks,  nor  to  require  too  high 
a  degree  of  qualification  for  those  of  the  regular  profcs3ion.  Af- 
ter all,  laws  can  make  only  mediocre  physicians.  They  can  re- 
quire the  candidates  to  know  only  so  much — to  be  qualified  to  a 
certain  degree ;  and  this  degree  will  always  be  far  lower  than 
that  to  which  the  true  lovers  of  knowledge  would  attain,  without 
any  legislation  on  the  subject.  The  greater  lights  of  the  profes- 
sion cannot  be  manufactured  after  any  system  of  legislative  en- 
actment. Thirst  of  knowledge,  self-love,  philanthropy,  burning 
ambition — these  make  the  great  physician  and  surgeon.  These 
have  made  all  the  worthies  of  the  past — not  legislation.  Legis- 
lation cannot  drive  the  drone  to  the  proud  heights  of  professional 
eminence.  \Vhen  these  heights  are  reached^  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  successful  aspirant  has  been  stimulated  by  a  stronger  power. 

To  him  the  laurel  blossoms  of  renown  and  the  life-giving  mis- 
sions of  his  art  are  dearer  and  more  attractive  than  was  the  mystic 
bough  of  the  sibyl  to  the  ea^er  iEoeasor ;  than  the  golden  apples 
guarded  by  sleepless  dragons,  to  the  Hesperean  daughters. 

Whatever  course  you  may  think  proper  to  pursue,  I  am  sure 
that  your  objects  will  be,  the  advancement  of  science,  the  good  of 
mankind,  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  profession.  We  have  the 
dignity  and  character  of  a  noble  calling  to  sustain— of  a  profes- 
sion which  has  numbered,  for  two  thousand  years  and  more,  some 
of  the  wisest  and  best  men  in  all  countries  and  all  times.  It  is 
no  trivial  matter,  to  sustain  the  rank  and  lespectability  of  a  voca- 
tion which  can  boast  of  a  Hippocrates— a  Harvey — a  Huntor— 
of  the  most  erudite  and  beneficent  sages  and  philanthropists  the 
world  ever  saw — of  a  profession  which  has  furnished  to  every  na- 
tion its  olarem  et  venerubile  nomen. 

On  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  the  pyramids.  Napoleon  exclaimed, 
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Soldiers  !  from  the  height  of  yon  monaments  forty  eentiiries  loak 
down  upon  you.  Gentlemen,  from  the  heights  of  past  ages,  couBt^ 
less  worthies  of  onr  God-like  profession  point  and  beckon  to  a 
goal  more  elevated  than  that  which  atraets  legislators  and 
querors,  Solons  and  Cesars. 


Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  Vice-president,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

On  motion   of  Dr.  J.  B.  Biddle,  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
for  the  able  and  eloquent  address  of  the  President 

Dr.  Hays,  from  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  recommended 
that  the  time  be  fixed  for  the  sessions  of  the  Association,  from  t 
o'clock  A.M.,  to  S  P.fil..  with  one  hour  recess.  The  report  was 
adopted. 

Dr.  Hays  also  reported  tliat  the  delegates  are  invited  to  Tuil 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and  that  omnibnaea 
would  be  ready  at  a  quarter  past  4  o'clock  precisely,  in  front  of 
the  Musical  Fund  Hall,  the  Girard  House,  and  the  La  Pierre 
House. 

On  motion,  a  recess  of  five  minutes  was  taken,  for  the  pnrpoaa 
of  nominating  a  committee  on  Permanent  Organization. 

At  this  period  the  scene  became  quite  animated,  the  delegates 
from  the  several  States  assembling  in  difierent  parts  of  the  room, 
to  make  their  respective  nominations. 

VISITATIONS. 

At  noon  of  this  day,  the  delegates  will  visit  Independence  Ball 
where  they  will  be  received  by  the  Hon.  R.  T.  Conrad.  At  4 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  they  will  visit  Faimont  and  the  Oirard 
College.  To-morrow  afternoon,  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  al 
Bhckley. 

Friday  the  Asylum  for  the  blind. 

During  the  session,  the  delegates  will  also  visit  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  other  medical  institutions,  notable  places,  Ao. 

Dr.  Francis  Condie  moved  that  all  permanent  members  who  did 
not  pay  their  annual  dues  of  membership  in  the  proper  time,  in 
consequence  of  a  want  of  notification,  but  who  have  since  paid,  be 
re-admitted  as  permanent  members  of  the  association. 

After  a  brief  discussion.  Dr.  Watson  moved  an  amendmeot, 
that  no  permanent  member  of  this  association  can  be  deprifed  of 
his  privileges  on  account  of  failing  to  contribute  any  fundi  it 
any  meeting  at  which  he  is  not  in  attendance. 

Dr.  White  moved  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a  committee  of 
bree,  to  report,  &c.     Adopted. 

The  President  appointed  Dr.  White  of  Bu&lo^  Dr.  Watsoa  of 
9ew  York  and  Dr.  1).  F.  Condie  of  Philadelphia. 
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The  delegates  from  the  seyeral  states  reported  the  following 
names  as  the  committe'*  on  nominations. 

Maine,  A.  J.  Fuller;  New  Hampshire,  Silas  Cummings;  Ver- 
mont, Israel  Hinckley ;  Massachusetts,  C.  P.  Fiske  ;  Rhode  Is- 
land, Joseph  Mauran ;  Connecticut,  P.  A.  Jewett ;  New  York,  John 
McCall ;  Pennsylvania,  J,  B.  Biddle ;  New  Jersey,  Lewis  Oondict ; 
Delaware,  James  W.  Thompsen;  Maryland,  Chas.  McGill;  District 
of  Columbia,  Thomas  Miller;  Virginia,  B.  R.  Willford ;  North 
Carolina,  0.  F.  Manson ;  Irouth  Carolina,  P.  C.  Gaillard;  (Jepr- 
gia,  Richard  D.  Arnold ;  Alabama,  P.  H.  Cabell ;  Tenness^ 
J.  Berrien  Lindsley;  Kentucky,  C.  J.  Blackburne;  Ohio,  R.  S, 
Hills ;  Indiana,  Joel  Pennington ;  Illinois,  J.  V.  Z.  Blaney ; 
Michigan,  A.  B  Palmer ;  Mississippi,  L.  P.  Perry ;  Iowa,  J.  E. 
Sanborn ;  Wisconsin,  J.  B.  Dousman. 

Dr.  Stewart,  of  New  York,  offered  a  resolution  providing  that 
the  nominating  committee  be  instructed  to  present  the  names  of 
three  members  for  the  office  of  President,  to  be  elected  by  ballot, 
the  lowest  candidate  to  be  dropped. 

Dr.  Arnold  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  words,  providing 
that  no  one  has  a  majority. 

Dr.  Stewart  accepted  the  amendment. 

After  a  brief  discussion  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  now  made  that  the  nomination  committee  be  re* 
quested  to  meet  down  stairs  in  the  refrcsment  room.     Adopted. 

It  was  moved  and  adopted  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to 
recommend  a  place  of  meeting  for  the  next  anntial  convention. 

Dr.  Pitcher,  of  Detroit,  presented  a  communication  from  the 
&culty  of  that  place,  asking  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  associa- 
tion be  held  there.     Referred  to  committee  on  nomination. 

Invitations  to  meet  at  Chicago  and  Nashville,  and  so  much  of 
the  address  of  the  President  as  relates  to  the  places  of  next  meet- 
ing, were  also  referred  to  the  nominating  committee. 

Dr.  D.  D  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  regular  or- 
der of  business  be  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consid* 
eration  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution,  offered  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  association.     The  motion  was  lost. 

The  association  now  proceeded  to  consider  the  nominations  of 
members  by  invitation,  and  a  motion  to  refer  ihe  subject  to  the 
committee  of  arrangements  prevailed. 

The  chair  announced  the  next  business  in  order,  the  reading  and 
consideration  of  the  stated  annual  reports  from  the  standing  com*- 
mittees. 

Invitations  to  visit  the  United  States  Mint,  and  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences,  were  read  and  accepted. 

Dr.  Rouse,  of  Illinois,  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  associaitWA 
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be  extended  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  extended  the  invitatioiia  to 
Tislt  the  several  places  above  named.     Adopted. 

Dr.  B.  La  Rouche,  from  the  committe  on  prize  essays,  snbmit- 
mitted  the  following  report : 

The  committee  on  prize  essays  and  volunteer  commtinications  re- 
port: 

That  the  essays  received  by  them  were  six  in  number.  These 
the  committee  have  submitted  to  a  patient  and  careful  examination, 
and  with  pleasure  acknowledge  the  greater  number  are  written 
with  ability,  and  evince  a  commendable  degree  of  familiarity  with 
the  subject  under  consideration.  But  while  freely  admitting  thus 
much,  and  expressing  the  opinion,  th  -t  the  essays  in  question  if 
placed  in  a  printed  form  before  the  public,  would  do  great  credit 
to  their  respective  authors,  the  committee  have,  after  mature  de* 
liberation,  concluded  that  only  one  among  the  number  to  which 
their  attention  was  called,  presented  those  qualities  which  in  their 
opinion  should  entitle  essajs  to  the  award  of  the  prizes  offered  by 
the  association. 

The  committee  have  in  consequence  decided  on  awarding  bat 
one  prize.  The  essay  sele  ted  is  entitled  "  Statistics  of  Placenta 
PrsBvia.''  It  is  one  of  considerable  merit.  It  evinces  an  nnusual 
degree  of  industry  in  the  collection  and  an  uncommon  talent  in  the 
arrangement  and  classification  of  facts  from  which  the  anther 
draws  practical  deductions  of  high  value.  The  essay  is  accompa- 
nied with  extensive  tables  of  cases  which  ensure  its  completeness 
and  enhance  in  no  small  degree  its  usefulness. 

The  essay  bears  the  following  motto,  *•  Homines  Mulla  re  pro- 
prius  ad  Deos  accedunt  quam  hominibus  salutem  dando." 

The  name  of  the  author  was  now  announced  to  be  James  T. 
Trask,  M.  D.,  White  Plains  Westchester  county,  of  New  York. 
The  announcement  was  received  with  applause. 

Dr.  Reyburn,  of  St.  Louis,  from  the  special  committee  on  the 
epidemics  of  Missouri,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin,  read  an  ab- 
stract of  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Dr.  White,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  subject  of  readmitting  members  who  have  not  paid 
thd  annual  assessment  in  proper  time,  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  adopted  : — 

Rbsolvsd,  That  upon  no  permanent  member  who  is  not  pres- 
ent at  a  meeting  of  the  association  shall  be  assessed  the  annual 
contribution,  but  no  one  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the 

{>rinted  transactions,  unles.4  he  pay  into  the  treasury  a  sum  not 
ess  than  the  annual  assessmert  paid  by  the  delegates  and  perma- 
nent members  in  attendance,  and  that  all  the  names  of  permanent 
members  that  have  been  left  off  the  published  list,  be  inserted  in 
fhe  pext  volume  of  transactions. 


Bbsolysi),  That  no  assessment  whatever  be  made  against  mem- 
bers bv  invitation,  but  that  they  also  be  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the 
printed  transactions,  by  paying  the  sum  assessed  upon  delegates  in 
attendance. 

Dr.  Sanford  B.  Hunt,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Hygrometrical  state  of  the  Atmosphere  in  various  local- 
hies  and  its  influence  on  Health,  submitted  a  report,  pending  the 
reading  of  which  the  hour  of  adjournment  arrived.  The  associa- 
tion resolved  to  meet  at  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

At  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  delegates,  to  the  number  of 
some  400,  were  taken  in  twenty-five  coaches  to  the  Blockley  In- 
sane Hospital.  At  the  entrance  the  guests  were  met  by  Dr.  Kirk- 
bride  and  several  other  citizens  distinguished  for  their  philan- 
thropic zeal,  and  after  passing  through  and  carefully  examin- 
ing the  many  departments  of  this  noble  institution,  they  passed  to 
lawns  and  grounds  surrounding  the  buildings,  and  various  excla- 
mations of  gi-atification  v^ere  heard  on  all  sides.  The  visit  afford- 
ed to  many  of  our  guests  from  sections  of  our  country  widely  re- 
mote, an  opportunity  seldom  enjoyed  of  comparing  notes  in  regard 
to  their  locations  and  other  facts.  The  representation  from  all 
parts  of  the  Union  is  large. 

In  the  evening  they  were  entertained,  at  their  residences,  by 
Drs.  S.  L.  Hodge,  G.  W.  Norris  and  F.  Bache. 

Segord  Day. 

The  Association  assembled  at  9  o'clock  yesterday  morning. 
The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  preceding  day  were  read  and 
approved. 

Dr.  Condie  moved  that  the  secretaries  of  the  Association  be  re- 
quested to  afford  every  facility  possible  to  the  reporters  of  the 
public  press  to  enable  them  to  furnish  full  and  accurate  reports  of 
the  transactions. 

Dr.  Attlee  of  Lancaster,  asked  and  received  permission  to  make 
a^statement.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association  a  resolution 
was  passed,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  pro- 
cure a  suitable  stone  for  the  Association  to  contribute  to  the  Wash- 
ington Monument,  at  Washington  City,  D.  C.  The  Committee 
had  made  an  assessment  of  One  Dollar  upon  each  member  to 
purchase  the  stone  and  pay  for  the  sculpture.  Dr.  Pierson,  of 
Salem,  Mass.,  had  recommended  as  a  design  for  the  sculpture, 
"  Hippocrates  refusing  the  bribe  offered  by  the  King  of  Persia, 
when  the  great  father  of  medicine  sad  .  *  Tell  your  master  that 
I  am  rich  enough  ;  that  honor  will  not  allow  me  to  succor  the 
enemies  of-  GtmcaJ  "  Uot  long  afterwards  Tr.  Pierson  was 
Jdlled  at ' 

Jlie  d  ^he  stons  was  ex«!uted  by  a  young  nan 


named  John  Augustas  Beok,  on]y  twenty-two  years  of  sge. 
Eminent  artists  bad  said  that  they  did  not  think  tuere  was  an- 
other sculptor  in  America  who  would  have  performed  that  work- 
Mr.  Beck  had  been  encouraged  to  go  to  Italy  for  study,  and  it  is 
probable  that  he  will  rank  among  the  first  sculptors  of  the  world. 

Dr.  Atlee  then  appealed  to  the  members  to  come  forward  and 
make  up  a  handsome  compensation  for  the  young  artist. 

A  resolution  was  offered,  to  the  effect  that  no  member  should 
speak  unless  his  name  and  residence  were  announced.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Hays  then  read  a  list  of  delegates  whose  names  had  been 
registered  since  the  calling  of  the  roll  on  the  previous  day.  The 
additional  names  makes  the  total  number  present  at  this  meeting 
of  the  Association  473,  being  the  largest  meeting  of  the  Asaocia- 
tion  ever  held. 

The  additional  names  are  as  follows  : 

UST  OF  ADDITIONAL  DELEGATES. 

Milwaukee  medical  society — J  K  Bartlett. 

Wisconsin  state  mtdical  society — Clark  G  Pease. 

Rush  medical  college,  111 — J  V  Z  Blaney. 

Ohio  state  medical  society — ^T  H  Baker. 

Wayne  county  medical  society — ^W  S  Battle. 

Permanent  member  from  Alabama — S  W  Clazton. 

Medical  society  of  South  Carolina — P  C  Gaiilard. 

South  Carolina  medical  association — Armory  Coffin. 

North  Carolina  medical  society — 0  F  Manson. 

State  medical  society  of  Virginia — P  C  Cooch  ;  J  C  CabeU. 

Member  by  invitation — P  P  Brown,  of  Virginia. 

DisTicT  OF  CoLUMBLL — Medical  association  of  District  of  Columbia — 
W  J  C  Duhamel. 

Path,  society  of  Baltimore — F  Donaldson. 

Kent  county  medical  society— Thomas  C  Kennon. 

Permanent  members — From  Pennsylvania,  Washington  L  Atlee,  John 
D  Ross,  James  Bryan,  Wm  Ashmead,  John  Lewman. 

Philadelphia  county  medical  society — ^John  F  Lamb,  Lewis  Rodman. 

Cambria  county  medical  society — R  M  F  Jackson. 

Lancaster  city  and  county  medical  society — W  S  Thompson. 

Montgomery  county  medical  society — Wm  Corson. 

Schuylkill  county  medical  60ciety--James  S  Carpenter,  Qeoi^ge  HaK 
berstadt. 

Gloucester  county  medical  society — Charles  F  Clark. 

Camden  county  district  medical  society — Isaac  S  Mulford. 

Mercer  county  (N  J )  district  medical  society— John  II P  Phillips. 

Hunterdon  county  (N  Y)  medical  society-John  Blane. 

State  medical  society  of  New  Jersey — Zachariah  Read,  B  H  Stratum. 

Essex  county  (N  J)  medical  society — Linden  A  Smith. 

Cumberland  county  (N  J)  medical  society — Enoch  Fithinn. 

Permanent  members  trom  New  York— P  B  Brooks,  A  Willard. 

Bellevue  Hospital  of  New  York— Stephen  Smith. 

New  York  county  meclical  society— John  Shark,  J  Warren,  Hcny  8 

^a?is. 
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Albanj  medical  college — Alden  Marsh* 

Wayne  coanty  medical  society — 0  G  Pomeroy. 

OswefTO  coaoty  medical  society — Charles  G  Bacou* 

ISTew  York  medical  society — John  E  Todd,  Edson  Carr. 

^ew  York  academy  of  medicine — H  Weeks  'Brown,  E  B  Warner^ 
Joseph  Wooster,  Charles  Herschel,  S  P  White,  James  0  Pond,  Jam  a  L 
Phelps,  J  P  Batchelder. 

N  Y  Pathological  society— S  S  Purple,  James  C  Hutchinson,  Thoa 
PCook. 

Rhode  Island. — R I  medical  society — Chas  W  Parson. 

ProTJdeoce  medical  association — Wm  O  Brown. 

GoNNicTiGUT — New  Haven  county  medical  society— Chaa  H  Lindlej, 
Joel  Canfield,8  N  Beardley. 

Middlesex  county  medical  association — Geo  W  Barker,  Ira  Hatehin* 
aoD,  E  B  Nye. 

Middlesex  central  medical  association — David  Harnson. 

Fairfield  county  medical  society  —Robert  Hubbard. 

Permanent  member — Gideon  L  Piatt, 

Massachusitts — Massachusetts  state  medical  society-^Stephen  Hare, 
John  Green,  Wm  Workman,  Jos  Sargent,  C  C  Holmes,  E  D  MiBer  ; 

Boston  society  for  medical  improvement — John  Homan; 

Castleton  medical  college  of  Vermont- J  Perkins; 

New  Hampshire  state  medical  society— Isaiah  Crosby; 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  on  nominations  reported  the  foUowing 
nominations ; 

President—Geo  W  Wood,  M  D,  of  Pennsylvania; 

Vice  Presidents— Wm  M  Boling,  of  Alabama;  Daniel  Tilden,  of 
Ohio;  P  Humphrey  Storer,  of  Massachusetts;  Grafton  Tyler,  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia; 

Secretaries — Francis  West,  of  Pennsylvania;  R  C  Foster,  of  Ten- 
Bessee; 

Treaanrer—Casper  Wistar,  of  Pennsylvania; 

Committee  on  Publication— Francis  G  Smith,  of  Pennsylvania,  Chair- 
man; Francis  West,  of  do;  R  E  Foster,  of  Tennessee;  Samuel  L  Hoi- 
liogsworth,  of  Pennsylvania;  H  S  Askien,  of  Delaware. 

The  Committee  also  recommended  Nashville,  Tennessee,  as  ih« 
next  place  of  holding  the  annual  meeting. 

Thu  officers  recommended  were,  on  motion,  approved  bj  tb# 
Association. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  conduct  the  officers 
to  their  seats,  and  the  latter  took  tneir  seats  amid  much  applause. 

Dr.  Wood,  on  taking  the  chair,  said  he  was  deeply  sensible  of 
the  honor  conferred  by  the  appointment,  and  none  the  less  from 
an  impression  that  it  was  probably  an  exhibition  of  respect  for  the 
place  where  the  Association  was  holding  its  meeting.  Personally 
ne  had  a  deep  sympathy  with  the  purposes  for  the*  advancement  of 
which  the  Association  was  established.  He  had  devoted  his  paat 
life  to  the  advancement  of  these  objects,  and  he  would  devote  to 
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the  same  the  little  that  might  remain.  ITe  was  unaccustomed  to 
presiding  over  such  large  assemblies,  but  he  would  endeavor  to 
justify  the  appointment. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Association  were  tendered  to  the 
rdtiring  President,  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Pope,  of 'Missouri,  for  the  able 
and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  had  presided  over  the  meetings 
of  the  Association. 

It  was  moved  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  be  held 
at  Washington,  D.C. 

It  was  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
then  again  to  amend  by  substituting  Detroit,  Michigan.- 

It  was  moved  thai  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table.  Agreed 
to. 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  in  regard  to  the  place 
of  meeting  was  then  taken  up. 

Dr.  Palmer  of  Chicago,  advocated  the  claims  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
and  moyed  that  that  place  be  substituted  for  Nashville,  Tenn. 
The  question  being  taken  up,  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Foster,  one  of  the  newly  elected  Secretaries,  tendered  his 
resignation,  wbich  was,  on  itiotion,  accepted. 

Dr.  Brodie  of  Michigan  was  then  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  report  of  Dr  Sanford  B.  Hunt 
of  New  York,  upon  the  Ilygrometrical  state  of  the  atmosphere  in 
various  localities,  was  resumed. 

Dr.  Hunt  read  his  report,  which  was  very  interesting,  and  was 
listened  to  with  a  great  deal  of  attention.  It  abounded  in  &ct5 
and  statistics,  illustniting  the  influences  of  the  changes  in  the  at- 
mosphere,  particularly  with  reference  to  epidemics,  and  deduced 
several  laws  as  governing  a  certain  class  of  epidemics. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publi* 
cation: 

Dr.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  of* Buffalo,  N.  T.,  then  submitted  a 
report  upon  the  Frequency  of  Deformities  in  Fractures.  The  re- 
port was  accompanied  with  vo^luminous  statistics.  The  main  ob- 
ject of  the  report  was  the  demonstration  of  the  impossibility  of 
uniting  a  fractured  femur  without  shortening  the  limb. 

Dr.  Hamilton  said  he  had  a  woid  to  say,  but  not  in  connection 
with  the  report.  It  was  neceessary  to  do  something  to  arrest  the 
frequency  of  the  prosecutions  for  mal-practice.  The  frequency 
of  these  prosecutions  no  longer  surprised  the  members  of  the  pro» 
fession.      They  had  become  familiar.       What  occasions  this  &«• 

Suency  ?  Is  it  because  there  are  jealous  and  designing  men  among 
ie  profession  ?  There  are  a  few,  no  doubt.  But,  upon  the  nholsi 
io  profession  stands  by  itself  as  well  as  the  medical  profession. 
Toung  lawyers  might  have  something  to  do  with  encouraging  the 
iroseoutions ;  but  this  would  not  account  satis&ctorily  for  tiM 


•▼il  eomplainect  of  The  speaker  thought  t\iQ  reasoiy  could  be 
fotind  in  the  imperfections  of  the  art,  and  the  reluctatkce  of  the 
ptofession  to  admit  those  imperfections.  Members  wOlild  assure' 
the  world,  for  instance,  that  a  fractured  femur  could  be  united 
without  shortening  the  limb^-which  Was  simplj  impossible.  Her 
trusted  that  the  profession  would  be  wiser  in  future,  and  acknowU 
edge  that  they  could  not  perform  impossibilities.  Even  that  city 
of  medical  science,  Philadelphia^  had  not  produced  a  book  which 
could  instruct  physicians  how  to  unhe  a  fractured  femur  withoul* 
shortening  the  limb. 
The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 
Dr.  Charlet  Hooker,  of  New  Haten  Conn  ,  submitted  a  report 
•*  Diet  for  the  Sick."  The  report  lays  down  laws  ior  the  gotern- 
ment  of  diet  under  various  diseases,  and  specifies  particular  arti- 
eles  which  may  be  given  with  benefit.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publications^ 

On  motion,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  returning  the  thalnts  of 
the  Association  to  the  retiring  Vice  President,  Secretaries  and 
Treasurer. 

An  invitation  to  visit  the  Central  High  School  t(y-day,  at  noon, 
Was  accepted. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  returning  thafihs  to  the  railroad  com- 
panies that  had  given  commutation  tickets  to  members  of  the  Med- 
ical Association. 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  to  Independence  Hall. 
The  Medical  Association  at  Independence  Hall. — About  five 
minutes  past  twelve  o'clock,  the  members  of  the  Association  en- 
tered Independence  Hall.  A  number  of  ladies  were  already  pres- 
ent, and  the  Hall  was  soon  crowded  to  its  utmost  extent.  Detach- 
ments of  police,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Bailey,  prevented 
the  pressure  of  the  crowd  outside. 

Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Association,  intro- 
duced the  members  in  the  following  address  : 

Speech  of  Dr.  Hays. — I  have  the  gratification  of  introducing 
to  your  Honor  the  Members  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
—our  Ifational  Medical  Congress.  This  association  \^  as  organized 
in  our  eity,  eight  years  ago,  and  has  met  annually  since  in  the 
principal  cities  of  the  Union  alternately.  It  is  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  the  Medical  Societies,  Medical  Colleges,  Hospitals, 
and  other  Medical  Institutions  throughout  our  country.  It  was 
instituted  with  do  selfish  views — but  to  accomplish  objects  of  the 
^eatest  importance  to  the  public  at  large  ;  to  improve  the  heal- 
log  art,  ana  increase  its  powers  for  alleviating  human  suffering. 
It  strives  to  attain  those  ends  by  securing  more  complete  and 
thorough  courses  of  instruction  to  studtnts,  and  by  raising  the 
standard  of  requirements  of  those  admitted  into  the  ranks  of  the 
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profesBion;  by  investigating  the  causes  of  the  diseases  which 
prevail  in  certain  localites,  and  bj  seeking;  the  means  by  which 
these  causes  may  be  removed,  or  their  effects  counteracted ;  by 
collecting  reliable  histories  of  the  different  epidemics  which,  from 
time  to  time,  spread  ovtr  our  country,  and  by  en«leavoring  to  dis- 
cover some  method  of  arresting  their  progress,  by  offering  prizes 
for  the  most  useful  discoveries  and  improvements  in  medicine — 
and  by  promoting  every  measure  tending  to  enlarge  the  bounda- 
ries of  our  science-^increase  the  efficiency  and  augment  the  use- 
fulness of  our  art. 

In  pursuance  of  these  objects,  the  Association  ha^^  assembled 
this  year  in  our  city,  and  we  feel  deeply  grateful  to  you  for  your 
courtesy  in  inviting  us  to  visit  this  place,  so  venerated  by  every 
American  heart. 

The  philanthropy  of  our  profession  is  not  restricted  to  the  cure 
of  disease — it  has  a  larger  range,  it  embraces  within  its  scope 
whatever  tends  to  the  improvement  of  our  mental  or  moral  condi- 
tion, or  even  to  confer  the  greatest  good  upon  the  largest  number. 
Hence  the  profeesion  have  never  been  indifferent  to  national  ob- 

{'ects — on  the  contrary,  they  flntter  themselves  that  they  have  not 
leen  behind  any  other  class  of  the  community  in  patriotism,  but 
that  they  have  been  always  prompt  to  serve  their  country,  not 
only  in  their  professional  capacity,  but  alsov^  by  their  counsel  in 
the  Cabinet,  and  even  by  taking  up  arms  for  her  defence  in  the 
field. 

I  need  not  remind  your  honor  that  the  most  illustrious  physi- 
cian of  his  day,  in  this  country,  the  late  Dr.  Rush,  was  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  Congress  of '76,  ar.d  affixed  his  name  to  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence ;  or  that  Gen.  Joseph  Warren,  one  of  the 
most  eminent  physicians  of  Boston,  contributed  by  his  eloquence 
to  rouse  his  townsmen  to  lesist  the  oppressive  acts  of  the  mother 
country,  and  shed  his  life's  blood  on  Bunker  Hill  in  defence  of 
liberty — or  that  his  younger  brother.  Dr.  John  Warren,  animated 
by  the  same  spirit,  volunteered  as  a  private  soldier,  or  of  other 
examples  of  a  similar  character.  But  I  may  assure  you  that  the 
spirit  which  animated  our  ancestors,  if  it  appear  dormant,  is  not 
extinct  in  our  bosoms,  and  that  while  standing  on  this  spot — the 
shrine  sacred  to  Human  Liberty — we  experience  feelings  akin  to 
those  which  the  inspired  Law-Giver  must  have  felt  when  he  heard 
the  voice  calling  to  him  out  of  the  midst  of  the  burning  boah : 
**  Put  off  thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  tho« 
standest  is  holy  ground." 

To  this  his  honor.  Mayor  Conrad,  responded  In  the  following 
>uly  eloquent  speech  : 

2ieply  of  Mayor  Conrad. — Mr.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

rrmngement,  I  thank  yoa  in  the  name  of  the  commonitj  whiek 


I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  for  year  eloquent  introdaotion  of 
<rar  friends  to  the  authorities  of  the  city,  and  to  this  the  Hall  of 
Independence. 

Gentlemen  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  I  am  proud 
of  the  privile^re  of  extenc^ing  to  you.  in  the  name  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  of  the  people,  of  Philadelphia,  a  most  cordial  wel- 
come. 

I  bid  you  welcome  to  our  city — a  city  which,  deriving  a  cher- 
ished distinction  from  the  profession  which  you  adorn,  is  eager, 
now  and  ever,  to  requite  it  in  her  tribute  of  respect  for  its  profes- 
sors. I  welcome  you  to  our  people,  whose  intercourse  for  many  a 
year  with  you  or  your  brethren,  has  inspired  a  feeling  which,  le- 
«erved  as  we  are  sometimes  said  to  be,  will,  I  doubt  not,  burst 
into  earnest  and  unambiguous  expression  before  you  leave  us. 

I  welcome  you,  gentlemen,  to  this  Hall,  but  not  as  strangers, 
or  the  sons  of  stran  ers — for  it  is  your  own.  As  the  temple  and 
territory  of  Delphos,  in  the  wildest  domestic  perturbations  of 
Greece,  afforded  one  sacred  are-i  over  which  the  cloud  of  discord 
never  gathered,  one  altar  whose  worship  was  never  invaded,  this 
Mfoty  consecrated  to  our  common  American  glory,  knows  no  lines 
4>f  latitude,  and  belongs,  in  truth,  no  more  to  us,  whose  peculiar 
privilege  it  is  to  inherit  its  guardianship,  than  to  our  brothers** 
Xo  you.  In  coming  hither,  there  ore,  you  come  home.  These  pre- 
cincts have  been  hallowed  for  all  time  by  the  heroic  virtues  of* 
jour  and  our  fathers.  This  is  the  fountain  from  which  the  living 
waters  of  American  liberty  were  first  drawn,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
most  sacred — (wo  to  the  generation  in  nrhich  it  ceases  to  be  sa- 
bred !) — but,  like  the  well  of  the  Patriarch,  all  the  tribes  of  Lib- 
erty's Israel  own  here  an  equal  right,  and  own  here  an  equal  ho- 
mage. 

L(  no  sense,  then,  can  I  greet  you  as  strangers  ;  for  yours  are 
names  familiar  to  every  American  proud  of  the  science  of  hit 
4K>untry,  and  those  who  are  united,  by  this  Association,  in  a  cause 
so  lofty  as  that  eloquently  characterized  by  your  chairman,  may 
not  only  claim  the  universal  and  acknowledged  privileges  of  the 
republic  of  minds,  but  the  rights  of  a  nearer  and  dearer  charter, 
the  brotherhood  of  beneficence — the  kindred  claims  of  noble  hearts, 
knit  in  the  highest  and  holiest  of  human  aspirations.  In  this 
apirit,  with  the  most  fervent  and  fraternal  sentiments  of  respecc 
And  regard,  I  greet  and  welcome  you. 

You  are  right,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  claiming,  amid  the  associa- 
tions which  hallow  these  precincts,  a  peculiar  privilege  for  your 
Kfession — ^a  profession  which  not  only  sprinkled,  with  the  first 
xl  of  the  Revolution,  the  highest  altar  upon  which  valor  vowed 
«ad  dedieated  our  country  to  freedom — I  refer,  as  jou  havv  r#- 
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ferred,  to  Dr.  Warren  and  B wker  Hill — but  Yihiehy  in  every 

4itruggle  for  the  enlargement  and  enlightenment  of  haman  destin- 
ies, has  been  eminently  distingmished  for  courage,  zeal  and  fidelitj 
to  the  rights  of  man.  You  have,  therefore,  a  peculiar  right  t» 
kindred  here,  and  have  that  clnim  allowed ;  and  withia  these  walbt 
which  witnessed  the  zeal  of  Rush,  it  would  be  a  treason  to  virtue 
to  forget  that  one  of  the  lights  of  your  profession  shed  glory  upon 
4he  solemn  debates  of  this  hall,  and  was  foremost  among  those 
that  bade  yonder  bell  (preserved  and  devoted  to  the  veneration 
of  posterity)  with  its  iron  tongue  to  ''proclaim  liberty  throughout 
:all  the  land  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof." 

It  is  the  glorious  peculiarity  of  your  profession  that  while  am- 
bition, in  its  ordinary  and  most  applauded  paths,  niays  the  part  of 
the  Destroyer^  and  wins  glory  at  the  expense  of  human  life  and 
happiness,  you  and  yours,  with  a  more  exalted  civilization  aod  a 
pobler  heroism,  have  ever  sought  to  save.  Next  to  the  highest  of 
all  human  courage — if,  indeed,  it  be  merely  human — that  of  tfae 
martyrs  of  religious  truth,  the  courage  of  the  physician,  whether 
.on  the  battle-lield  or  in  the  lazar-house,  the  courage  of  science 
and  humanity  is  the  most  sublime,  and  best  entitled  to  the  clantm 
M  venerabile  notnen.  The  vulgar  courage  of  the  warrior. under  the 
hase  stimulus  of  passion  or  the  low  greed  of  applause,  can  hardly 
he  compared  to  the  noble  intrepidity  of  the  surgeon,  who  gleans, 
^  in  the  ruthless  and  red-handed  reaper's  patJi,  the  leavings  of  the 
'  battle;  and  still  less  with  the  hero  of  the  hospital,  who  enoonn- 
ters  the  grim  antagonist  in  the  horrid  silence  and  gloom  of  the 
pestilence.  Imagination  can  hardly  embody  an  jnstaaee  of  human 
x^urage  and  virtue  more  sublime  and  unearthly  than  jthat  of  the 
physician,  who,  in  jthe  midnight  of  a  plague- stricken  citv,  midst 
the  foetid  solitude  of  its  alleys,  and  enjtering  the  devoted  novel  of 
the  wretched,  ministers,  while  only  pestilence,  and  ixiisery,  a^d 
death,  and  God  look  on,  to  the  perishing.  I  need  nojt  step  from 
this  spot  to  grasp  the  hand  of  ma^y  a  hero  who  claims  no  laurel — 
many  a  nobTe  philanthropist  whose  sacred  labors^  in  sieenes  iike 
these,  have  been  unmarked,  save  by  the  eye  that  ^ever  slo^pbers, 
and  remembered  only  by  him  who  alone  can  reward. 

To  such  a  profession,  one  venerable   from   its   antiquity,  noble 
from  the  grandeur  of  its  objects,  illustrious  from  its  achievements, 
and  which  demands  every  aid  and  energy  of  genius  and  scienee  of 
)iead  and  heart  that  dignifies  the  race,  it  is  not  strange  that,   go 
where  it  may,  a  ready  homage  greets  and  a  ready  blessing  attends 
H.     In  our  own  city,  all  that  is  noble  in  patriotism,  all  that  is  ed- 
ited in  science,  all  that  is  bright  and   beautiful  in  the  arts  that 
sfine  society,  all  that  is  lovely,  and  cherislied  and  holy  in  private 
fit,  eombine  to  render  the  profession  saored  and  dear  to  ns. 
Tbcxe  are  few  living  to  whom  some  one  death  in  the  past  is  m9$ 


Ae  tola  event  and  solitary  memenr  of  the  snrviror's  life — ^to  Mm 
A  lonely  pyramid  in  the  melancholy  desert ;  and  to  such  a  mind 
abd  memory  the  debt  of  the  death-bed,  where  science,  rendered 
holy  by  its  office,  ministered,  though  never  paid,  is  never  repudi- 
ated. I  never  knew  a  good  man,  still  less  a  good  woman,  who 
liad  not  such  a  debt — a  debt  which  bankrupt  gratitude  cherished 
with  its  h(Aiest  affections  and  devouti^st  memories. 

In  these  times,  when  the  omnipotence  ef  associated  effort  is  in- 
voked for  so  much  that  is  of  dubious  merit,  it  is  a  gratifying  spec- 
tacle to  behold  the  enlightened  professors  of  the  most  exalted  of 
all  arts — men  sage  and  grave,  unselfish  and  unaspiring,  forsaking 
the  home  to  which  they  are  bound  by  the  affections  and  afflictions 
of  thousands,  by  wealth,  and  fame,  and  influence,  to  wander  wea« 
ry  away  upon  a  pilgrimage  of  hundreds  of  leagues,  in  the  cause 
and  interests  of  the  human  family,  its  security,  its  health,  and 
its  happiness.  For  more  than  ten  years,  the  representatives  of 
your  profession  have  gathered  in  Convention.  What  otherbody 
of  our  citizens  have  made  a  like  effort — a  like  sacrifice  7  Selected 
from  the  most  eminent  of  the  profession,  the  delegates  have  been 
men  whose  years,  like  their  virtues,  were  many.  How  difficult 
must  have  been  to  them  the  effort  to  burst  through  the  bonds  of  a 
relying  and  clinging  practice !  How  great  the  laDor,  and  how 
heavy  the  sacrifice  1  They  have  already  visited,  in  this  duty,  the 
cities  of  every  section  of  our  wide  country.  How  many  have  fal- 
len by  the  wayside  ?  How  many  martyrs  could  you  not  thus  num- 
ber in  this  cause  ?  How  many  of  the  good  and  great  of  the  pro- 
fession have,  in  these  benevolent  pilgrimages,  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  thousands  who  have  sacrificed  themselves  at  the  requisitions 
to  duty,  as  recognised  and  enforced  by  your  self-imposed  laws — 
joining  the  dead  in  order  to  aid  the  living?  The  epitaph  of  the 
Spartans  at  ThermopylsB  might  well  commemorate  the  virtues  and 
the  fate  of  these  martyrs.  But  if  the  cost  has  been  great,  the 
results  have  been  commensurate. 

Of  the  professional  advantages  attained,  though  I  know  them 
to  be  invaluable,  I  will  not  presume  to  speak  ;  but  I  may  bn  per- 
mitted to  state,  as  health  is  the  most  important  subject  of  munic- 
ipal provision  and  care,  that  the  Transactions  of  the  Association, 
which  I  have  examined  with  great  intsrest,  comprise  much  that 
merits  the  attention  and  will  reward  the  respectful  oonsideratHMi 
of  the  municipal  governments  of  the  Union. 

It  is  natural  that  Philadelphia  should  feel,  as  she  does  feel,  a 
profound  interest  in  the  cause  of  medical  education  in  this  country. 
She  cannot  of  course,  forget  that  it  whs  here  that  the  first  medi- 
fimi  college  was  established  in  this  country ;  that  its  merits  asd 
.tIMoass  extorted  a  reluctant  trans-atlantic  tribute  of  admiratieii, 
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And  thai  progreflsing  rapidly  but  wisely,  it  achieved  and  main- 
tained an  equality  with  the  most  celebrated  institutions  of  the  old 
world.  As  the  cense  of  medical  education  has  expanded,  and  in- 
stitutions worthy  of  the  cause  and  country  have  sprung  up,  each 
triumph  thus  attained  has  been  regarded  here  as  the  Huccessful 
outbursting  of  an  off- shoot  from  the  primary  effort ;  and  Phila- 
delphia, while  rejoicing  at  the  expansion  and  elevatioi^of  medical 
education  throughout  the  land,  has  almost  fancied — so  earnest  ia 
her  interest  in  medical  education — that  she  had  a  right  to  indulge 
a  parental  pride  in  all  that  advances  that  interest. 

These  genial  feelings  have  been  maintained,  in  all  their  early 
and  fervid  freshness,  by  constant  \intercourse  with  all  sections  of 
our  country.  The  ingenious  and  gallant  youths  that  have  come 
here  for  medical  instruction  have,  in  their  unstudied  intercourse 
exhibited  the  character  of  their  respective  States  in  a  light  so  gen- 
erous and  exalted  as  to  win  our  affections  not  only  for  themselves 
but  for  the  communities  and  States  which  could  exult  in  them  as 
their  own.  Winter  after  winter,  we  have  had  hundreds  of  these 
noble  young  spirits  among  us  here.  And  let  me  remark  that,  rig- 
orous as  I  am  said  to  be  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  I  have 
yet  to  know  the  first  occasion  to  rebuke,  much  less  to  punish  a 
medical  student.  We  have  found  them  as  gentle  and  decorous  in 
their  deportment  as  they  are  exalted  in  their  aspirations,  and  had 
Philadelphia — eminently  catholic  in  her  affection  for  sister  com- 
munities— needed  a  lesson  of  love  and  loyalty,  these  noble  young 
missionaries  would  have  taught  it.  This  interchange  of  sympa- 
thies has  endured  for  the  third  of  a  century,  (may  it  last  forever.) 
Her  youths  who  formerly  bore  those  sentiments  to  the  remote  sec- 
tions of  our  republic,  stand  before  me  now  as  the  revered  sages 
and  ornaments  of  their  profession,  meeting  here  the  evidences  of 
a  reputation  which  had  preceded  them  and  has  long  been  cher- 
ishea  by  us.  And  who  can  tell  what  have  been  the  results  of  this 
kindly  interchange  of  kindly  feelings  ?  It  has  doubtless  been  felt 
in  every  commercial,  social  and  political  relation  of  life,  correcting 
the  prejudices,  harmonizing  the  discords  and  subduing  the  dangers 
of  our  common  country. 

We  realize  these  facts.      We  recognise  in  the  members  of  an 
enlightened  profession  like  yours,  so  many  patriots  and  philan* 
thropists  engaged  in  the  great  and  general  interests  of  the  human 
race ;  and  apart  from  the  uere  scientific  acquisitions  of  your  an- 
a1  meetings,  we  perceive,  in  them,  results  auspicious  to  all  that 
cherish,  all  that  is  kindly,  forbearing  and  conservative  he- 
rn man  and  man,  party  and  party,  state  and  state,  sectioD  and 
ion;  and  so  regarding  them,  we  hail  and  greet  yon  with  a  wel- 
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oome  fts  sincere  and  cordial  as  the  heart  can  forge  or  the  iongoe 
can  utter. 

The  members  spent  some  time  in  viewing  the  pictures  and  relics 
in  the  hall,  and  then  returned  to  the  Musical  Fund  Hall. 

The    Afternoon     Session. Two    invitations,   one   to  visit 

Langenheim's  Photographic  Acadeioy,  and  one  from  the  Board 
of  Health,  to  visit  the  City  Hospital  and  the  Lazaretto,  were  ac- 
cepted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  N  S.  Davis,  the  thanks  of  the  Association 
were  tendered  to  the  Mayor  of  Philadelphia  for  the  very  cordial 
manner  in  which  he  had  received  the  American  Medical  Aasooia^ 
tion  at  Independence  Hall,  and  that  a  copy  of  his  speech  be 
published  in  connection  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Association, 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  Dr.  Thompson,  of 
Delaware,  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions : 

Whereas,  That  as  few  subjects  of  greater  interest  and  import- 
ance could  be  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  now  representing  most  of  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  Union,  than  the  attainment  of  a  correct  Medical  To- 
pography of  each,  with  a  history  of  its  prevailing  fevers,  and  the 
most  successful  treatment  of  the  same,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved — That  with  this  view  and  conviction,  this  Association 
now  appoint  a  special  commission  from  each  State  and  Territory, 

represented  of members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report 

upon  its  medical  topography,  epidemic  fevers,  and  the  most  suc- 
Ci  ssful  treatment  thereof,  and  that  the  same  shall  continue  to  hold 
their  office  for  three  years. 

Resolved — That  in  the  appointment  of  gentlemen  of  education 
and  experience  ia  their  own  State,  we  have  the  best  guarantee 
that  the  important  objects  we  seek  will  be  most  satisfactorily  ac- 
complished, and  the  profession  as  well  as  the  public  interest  will 
thereby  be  better  served. 

Retjolved — That  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Association,at 
its  annual  meeting  in  Charleston,  S.C.,  for  the  same  purpose,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  discharged. 

Dr.  Thompson  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  made  the  special 
order  for  to-day,  at  10  o'clock  A.M.     Agreed  to. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  submitted  ^  report,  from  which 
we  learn  that  the  seventh  volume  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Asso- 
ciation was  issued  last  November,  1,000  copies  being  published, 
at  an  expense  of  $1,806  42;  781  copies  have  been  sold  or  fur- 
nished to  members  of  the  Association  ;  81  were  given  to  editors  of 
medical  journals ;  n^nd  184  remain  on  hand.  Two  resolations  ap- 
pended to  the  report,  in  regard  to  restricting  the  fornishing  of 
the  copies  of  the  proceedings,  were  adopted. 
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The  Treasurer  submitted  his  annual  report,  from  wbich  irr 
gather  the  following  facts : 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  at  last  account,      -     $27S  99 
Assessment  and  sales  of  Transactions,  -     2722  81^ 

Prize  Fund,     -        -        -        -        -        -       200  00 

Total, $3216  SOJ 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  at  present,      -      1115  26 

Dr.  Condie,  from  the  Committee  on  Publication,  read  a  report 
upon  certain  charges  made  against  the  Committee  in  regard  to  the 
publication  of  the  proceedings,  and  a  charge  made  against  Dr.Meiga, 
of  this  citj,  of  making  profit  by  publishing  the  materiial  of  dbe 
Association  as  his  own  work ;  and  also  upon  the  question  whether 
the  Association  should  publish  its  own  proceedings,  or  entrust  il 
to  a  regular  bookseller.  The  charges  against  ihe  Committee  were 
that  they  had  delayed  the  publication  of  the  last  volume  of  the 
proceedings,  and  had  excluded  several  papers  that  were  preeented 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Association.  Both  these  charges  were  dis' 
proved,  and  Dr.  Meigs  was  exonerated  from  the  charge  made 
against  him.  The  Committee  decided  that  it  was  not  expedient 
for  the  Association  to  publish  its  own  proceedings.  Dr.  C<iDdie 
asked  that  the  report  be  entered  upon  the  journal  ' 

A  resolution  was  ofiFered,  thanking  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  arduous  duties,  and  ex- 
pressing the  satisfaction  of  the  Association  therewith. 

Dr.  Condie  stated  that  the  Committee  on  Publication  cared  but 
little  for  the  charges  made  against  them  ;  but  they  desired  to  do 
justice  to  a  man  who  stood  very  high  in  reputation  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  who  felt  himself  aggrieved  by  slanderous  accusations. 
He  withdrew  the  request  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  en* 
tered  upon  the  minutes. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  appropriating  the  sum  of  $1,000|  to 
pay  for  the  stone  for  the  Washington  Monument. 

Dr.  Duhamel  offered  a  preamble  and  resolutions  returning  the 
thanks  of  the  Association  to  those  Senators  and  liepresentativea 
who  took  an  interest  in  procuring  the  passage  of  the  Quarantine 
bill,  the  object  of  which  is  the  better  prevention  of  the  introduction 
of  diseases  into  the  country. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  Secretary  read  a  paper  from  Dr.  Wm  H.  Byford,  of  £▼• 
snsville,  Indianti,  upon  Scrofula.  This  paper  gives  a  precise  ac* 
eount  of  the  disease,  its  varieties,  causes,  effects,  and  treatment, 
"^ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

Dr.  N.  .8  Davis  of  Chicago,  III,  read  a  report  upon  '*The  Nn* 
ritive  Qualities  of  Milk,  and  the  Influenoo  produoed  thereon  by 
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rngiMUQcj  ifid  Menstniation  in  the  Humsti  Female,  and  by  Preg- 
hMMxoj  in  the  Cow  ;  and  also  on  the  question  whether  there  is  not 
some  mode  by  which  the  nutritive  constituents  of  milk  can  be  pre- 
served in  their  purity  and  sweetness,  and  furnished  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  cities  in  such  quantities  as  to  supersede  the  present  de- 
prive and  often  unwholesome  supply."  This  a  very  able  paper, 
possessing  more  general  interest  than  most  other  reports.  The 
various  methods  of  preserving  milk  are  all  investigated  and  ex- 
|>lained|  and  the  preference  given  to  that  discovered  by  a  gentle- 
man of  Dutchess  Co.,  New  York.  By  this  method  milk  had  been 
preserved  for  twelve  months,  with  all  its  nutritive  qualities.  The  x 
tolidified  milk  produced  by  that  gentleman,  was  decided  to  be  the 
aiticle  that  had  long  been  a  desideratum.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
inittee  on  Publication.  The  committee  was  continued. 
^  The  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived,  on  motion,  the  Asso- 
ciation adjourhed. 

According  to  previous  arrangement,  the  members  of  the  Amer- 
idto  Medical  Association  and  others,  to  the  number  of  about  500 
persons,  visited  Qirard  College  and  Fairmount.  The  partv  en- 
tered coaches  at  the  Musical  Fund  Hall,  about  4  o'clock,  and  pro- 
ceeded first  to  Girard  College.  In  the  hall  of  the  hall  of  the 
Directors,  in  the  main  building,  Dr.  Emerson,  of  this  city,  intro- 
duced the  members  of  the  Association  to  President  Alien.  He 
said  they  were  congregated  from  all  parts  of  the  Union  they  were 
much  gratified  at  the  privilege  of  visiting  the  institution. 

President  Allen  replied  briefly,  extending  a  cordial  welcome  to 
the  members  of  the  Association.  He  rejoiced  to  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  so  many  members  of  the  noble  profession  of  med- 
ieine.  He  had  not  anticipated  being  called  upon  to  make  a  for- 
mal speech.  He  could  only  say  that  it  gave  him  much  pleasure 
to  see  them  at  the  college — ^an  institution  founded  by  one  of  the 
noblest  charities  the  wi^ld  has  ever  known.  The  various  depart- 
ments of  the  College  were  now  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  As- 
sociation. The  schools  had  been  kept  in  sossion  longer  than  usual, 
in  order  to  allow  the  visitors  to  see  the  pupils. 

The  members  of  the  Association  then  passed  up  stairs  to  the 
sehoolrooms,  where  they  bekeld  the  boys,  810  in  number,  seated 
and  under  the  charge  of  their  feinale  teachers.  They  presented 
a  neat  and  interesting  appearance.  From  the  schoolrooms,  the 
party  proceeded  to  the  roof  of  the  College,  from  which  they  ob- 
tained a  glorious  view  of  the  vast  city  and  the  beautiful  country 
•round.  The  various  apartments  in  the  main  building,  and  the  oth- 
ers inspected,  and  the  tasteful  gr'^unds  were  traversed;  and  then  the 
partv  once  more  entered  the  coaches  to  go  to  Fairmount. 

lairmount  was  reached  just  before  sunset.  The  afternoon  was 
gsnial  and  pleasanti  and  everything  at  Fairmount  wore  a  fresh 
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Mid  rerdant  aspect  The  yarious  portions  of  the  groand,  the 
reservoirs,  etc.,  were  visited,  and  then  the  party  returned  to  th© 
city. 

THIRD    DAT. 

The  Association  met  at  nine  o'clock  in  Che  morning,  pursuant 
to  adjournment.  Dr.  Wood  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  having  been  read  by  Dr  Francis- 
West,  Secretary,  the  President  stated  that  there  was  no  rule  or 
mode  for  the  appointing  of  the  Committee  on  Prize  Essays,  and 
suggested  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  Nominating  Commit- 
tee.    A  motion  to  this  effect  was  agreed  to.' 

A  letter  was  read  from  l)r.  Rayburn,  of  Missouri,  suggesting 
that  the  large  district  in  Missouri  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The 
district  is  seven  hundred  miles  north  and  south,  and  four  hundred 
miles  east  and  west.  The  duties  in  so  large  a  district  as  this  can- 
not be  easily  fulfilled  by  one  chairman.  By  dividing  the  district, 
the  reports  will  be  more  satisfactory  than  at  the  present  time.  The 
Doctor  tendered  his  resignation. 

Dr.  Watson  moved  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  Nominat- 
ing Committee,  and  the  reeignatiun  of  Dr.  Bayburn  be  accepted. 

The  President  ruled  that  part  of  the  motion  relating  to  the  re* 
ference  out  of  order,  as  it  conflicts  with  the  resolutions  made  the 
order  of  the  day  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  Rayburn  w.is  accepted. 

Dr.  Isaio  Hays,  from  the  committee  of  arrangements,  stated 
that  he  was  not  ready  to  make  a  report  at  the  present  time  of  the 
full  list,  but  would  do  so  at  a  later  hour  in  the  day.  He  announo* 
ed  thnt  510  delegates  were  now  enrolled,  and  the  duties  of  the 
eommittee  have  become  more  arduous.  The  Doctor  read  invita- 
tions to  visit  St.  Stephen's  Church,  to  look  at  the  Byrd  mona^ 
ment.    Accepted. 

Thanks  were  tendered  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ducachet  for  his  kind* 
neas  in  extending  an  invitation. 

The  Association  now  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  re> 
porta  of  the  yariolis  committees. 

Dr.  £.  B.  Haskins,  of  Clarksvillft,  Tenn.,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  ^'  Microscopical  Investigation  of  Malignant 
Tumors,"  reported  that  he  was  unable  to  submit  a  report,  in  con- 
•equenoe  of  not  having  had  the  necessary  opportunities.  He  wae 
eieused. 

The  committee  on  nominations  reported  the  following  commit- 
tees for  the  present  year  : 

On  Prize  Essays  Dr.  A  B  Palmer,  of  Michigan ;  Samuel 
[>enton.  do. ;  A.  R.  Terry,  do. ;  Abraham  Sagar,  do. ;  J.  JBU 
[>eegh«8,  do. ;  Corkdon  La  Ford,  do. ;  E.  Andrews,  do. 
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On  Arrangements — Dr.  Zino  Pitcher,  Detroit ,  Moses  Galm, 
do. ;  G.  B.  Rmsell,  do.  \  N.'  S.  Leland,  do.  j  M.  Stewart,  do.  ; 
P.  Klein,  do. ;  J.  A.  Brown,  ..o. 

On  Medical  Literature— Drs  P.  C.  Gilhrd,  S.  Carolina;  N.P. 
Monroe,  Me.;  James  Cooper,  Del. ;  R.  HilU,  0.  ;  A.  Coffin,  8. 
Carolina. 

On  plans  of  organization  for  State  and  County  Societies — Drs. 
A.  B  Palmer,  of  Michigan  ;  N  B  Ives,  of  Connecticut ;  E.  R 
Uaskins,  of  Tennessee ;  Chas.  Woodward,  Ohio ;  Josiah  Crosb/, 
jNew  Hampshire 

On  Medical  Education  — Drs.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  of  Tennes* 
see ;  J.  B.  Flinty  of  Kentucky ;  P.  U.  Cabell,  of  Ala.;  Geo,  Hay- 
ward,  Mass.;  £  B,  Smith,  Misouri 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  unanimously  accepted. 

Dr.  Frank  Hamilton,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  made  an  additional 
report  on  the  subject  of  fractured  clavicles.  It  was  listened  to 
with  marked  attention.  At  the  cofTcIuson  of  reading  the  report, 
the  Dr.  expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  the  Managers  of  the  Penn* 
iLylvania  Hospital  would  be  more  exact  in  making  up  their  reports 
of  the  statistics  of  fractured  clavicles,  so  that  we  may  all  be  ena* 
bled  to  judge  of  the  merit  of  the  instrument,  which  has  been  used 
in  such  cases  in  that  Institution,  for  thirty  years.  He  had  known 
a  surgeon  to  be  mulcted  into  heavy  damages  for  using  that  instru- 
ment in  a  case  of  fractured  clavicle,  because  he  ould  not  accom* 
plish  all  that  he  supposed  he  could  by  using  it.  He  did  not  wish 
to  speak  harshly,  but  at  the  same  time  he  called  again  upon  tlie 
managers  of  that  Institution  to  be  more  exact  in  their  statistioa 
on  the  subject  of  fractured  clavicles,  so  that  the  medical  faculty 
may  be  prevented  from  being  a  grand  Insurance  Company  for  the 
whole  woild. 

The  following  resolutions  bein^  the  order  of  the  day,  wer^  read 
and  considered : 

Whereas,  That  as  few  subjects  of  greater  interest  and  import 
ance  could  be  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  American  Med* 
ieal  Association,  now  representing  most  of  the  States  and  Terri« 
lories  of  the  Union,  than  the  attainment  of  a  correct  Medical  To« 
pography  of  each,  with  a  history  of  its  prevailing  fevers,  and  tiM 
ttosi  successful  treatment  of  the  same,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved — That  with  this  view  and  conviction,  this  As80oiati<m 
now  appoint  a  special  commission  from  each  State  and  Territory, 

represen  ted  of member:*,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report 

upon  its  medical  topography,  epidemic  fevers,  and  the  most  suc- 
.Ai'Ssfttl  troiitment  thereof,  and  that  the  same  shall  continue  to  hold 
ibeir  office  for  three  years. 
Bflftolved— That  in  the  appointment  of  gentlemen  of  edoeatmi 
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arid  experience  in  their  own  State,  we  have  the  beet  guaimnte* 
that  the  important  objects  we  see^  will  be  most  satisfactorily  tOr 
complished,  and  the  profession  as  well  as  the  public  interest  will 
thereby  be  better  served. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  heretofore  appointed  by  thi» 
Association,  at  its  session  in  Charleston,  for  a  similar  objact,  be, 
and  at  the  same  time  are  hereby  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L,  Atlee,  the  Hon.  Ellis  Lewis  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  Pennsylvania,  (being  in  the  room,)  was  unanimoiisly  iar 
vjted  to  a  seat  on  the  platform. 

Dr.  Askew  offered  the  following  as  an  additional  resolution  : 
Resolved,  That  all  reports  on  the  Medical  Topography  aii4 
prevailing  diseases  of  States,  shall,  to  entitle  them  to  be  received 
by  this  Association  and  published  in  the  proceedings,  be  first  ap- 
proved by  the  Medical  tf  ocieties  of  the  State  or  Territory  wheie 
such  Societies  exist,  and  to  which  State  or  Territory  such  repaid 
refers. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Orton,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following  additional  ^ 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  each  County  Medical  Society,  or  in  prts  of  the 
country  where  such  have  not  been  established  in  any  duly  organ- 
ized Medical  Association,  be  invited  tp  amend  their  Constitution 
by  attaching  thereto  the  following  article : 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  member  of  this  Spciety  to  keep 
a  faithful  record  of  the  diseases  which  may  fell  under  his  observa- 
tion during  each  month,  according  to  the  classification  adopted  by 
this  Convention,  in  May  1847,  stating  the  age  and  sex,  occttpation 
and  nativity  of  the  patient,  the  average  duration  of  the  diaetiae, 
and  finally  their  recovery  or  death,  and  to  report  the  same  in  wri- 
ting to  the  Secretary,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  February  of  eaeh 
year,  who  shall  transmit  a  digest  therof  to  the  State  MMical  So- 
ciety, and  also  the  appropriate  committee  appointed  by  the  Ameri- 
jQikn  Medical  Association  for  its  reception..  ' 

Resolved,  That  each  incoiporated  flospital.  Infirmary  and  Air- 
lum  be  invited  to  furnish  a  copy  of  their  annual  leporta,  for  the 
use  of  the  committees  of  their  respective  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Committee  appointed  by  this  Aiie- 
tion,  to  report  oa  the  prevailing  di9eases  of  their  reapeotife  lood* 
Uy,  shall  receive  and  arrange  a  digest  of  the  reports  tranamitted 
to  them  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  various  county  Societies,  and  le 
report  the  same  at  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Association. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  day  of  January  be  the  time  fi"^^* 
rhich  the  object  of  these  resolutions  shall  be  carried  into  eml| 
nd  that  the  severe)  County  Societies  and  At8opiatia|W  be  le? 
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iqveeted  to  amend  their  Constitution  m  heTetofbre  recommeDdad, 
at  ms  early  a  date  as  practicable,  and  to  report  to  the  Stale  CSom- 
mittee  their  willingness  or  unwillingness  to  acquiesce  in  the  re- 
quest of  this  Association. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  the 
Nominating  Committee. 

Th«»preyious  question  was  called,  and  being  sustained,  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  prevailed  unanimously. 

Dr.  Thompson  of  Delaware  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Commit- 
tee would  go  into  immediate  session,  so  that  a  report  might  be 
made  as  soon  as  possible. 

Letters  from  Drs  Sutton  and  Denner,  on  the  subject  of  epi- 
demics, were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations: 

Dr.  D.  Francis  Condie,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
tubercular  disease,  stated  that  he  had  been  engaged  for  a  period 
of  three  years  in  examining  and  arranging  a  report  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  report  will  occupy  at  least  five  hundred  pages,  and  one 
reason  which  nas  caused  it  to  swell  to  so  great  an  extent,  is,  that 
he  found  it  necessary  to  contradict  a  large  number  of  atatementa 
and  reports  on  the  subject.  He  hoped  that  the  Association  would 
excuse  h^m  in  not  being  quite  reaay  with  the  report.  He  had 
pre)iared  a  digest  of  its  contents,  which  in  fact  is  merely  an  index 
to  the  whole,  and  would  not  of  itself  repay  for  the  time  used  in 
reading  it.  He  expressed  a  desire  that  the  Association  would  ex- 
cuse him. 

A  motion  was  made  that  Dr.  Condie  do  just  as  he  please,  with- 
out any  obligation  he  may  consider  himself  under  to  the  Associa- 
tion.    The  motion  wu.  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  on  diseases  of  the  throat,  were  continued  for 
another  year. 

The  committee  on  the  subject  of  Dysentery,  submitted  a  report 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for  publication. 

A  brief  report  from  the  committee  on  Hydrophobiai  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  committee  for  publiisation. 

The  following  named,  additional  delegates  were  enrolled. 

SDODB  ISLAND. 

Bhode  Island  state  medical  society. — David  Eling. 

MAS8ACHU6BTTS. 

Massachusetts  medical  society. — Jno.  Ellis  Blake  Benj.  CuW 
fer  Francis  Leland. 
Boston  society  for  Medical  observation — Luther  Parks,  Jr. 
Permanent  members — Oeorge  Choate.  Levi  Folsom. 

YIRMONT. 

jC^iarles  Clark. 
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UmV  BAMnHIBK. 

OraftoQ  diBtriet  medical  society— H  B  Brown. 

Hew  HftinpBbire  state  medical  society — Fred.  Boyden. 

MATNB. 

Medical  school  of  Maine — E  M  Peaslee. 

MICHIGAN.  • 

Permanent  members — Aaron  L  Leland,  Isaac  Paddock. 
Miohigan  state  medical  society — S  M  Axtille, 

OHIO. 

Commeraial  hospital,  Cincinnati — A  Evans. 

Miami  medical  college — C  G  Comegys. 

Medical  college  of  Ohio-^-Thos.  Wood. 

Sterling  medical  college — S  M  Smith,  John  Dawson. 

Cincinnati  medical  society — J  J  F  Holston. 

Member  by  invitation — Caleb  Jones. 

ALABAMA. 

A.  Denny. 

BOUTR  CAROLINA. 

South  Carolina  medica]  society — Octavias  White. 
Permanent  members — R  A  lunlock,  H  W  De  Saassare. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

North  Carolina  state  medical  society — N  J  Pitman,  Chas.   F. 
Denny,  J  B  Thompson. 
Edgecombe  medical  society — B  W  Marbrey. 

VIRGINIA* 

Permanent  member — ^W  B  Cochran. 

State  medical  society — J  M  Hurst. 

Prinee  Edward  county  medical  society — A  8  Dillon. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Georgetown  medical  college  and  medical  association  of  distriel 
of  Columbia — J  E  Morgan. 

DKLAWARK. 

New  Castle  county  medical  society — John  P  Wale8« 
Delaware  state  medical  society — R  B  Porter. 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland  Medical  Chirurgical  Faculty — Christian  Johnson, 
Charles  Prick,  John  K  Sappinton,  J  Oilman,  S  R  Handy,  W  B 
Crane,  T  E  B  Hintyre,  George  W  Lawrence,  Walter  P  Belt, 
John  P  Monmonior. 

Baltimore  Medical  and  Surgical  Society — D  A  O'Donnell. 

Baltimore  Pathological    Society— William  H  Davis,  Williaa 

ley. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  Association   for   Medical   Instruction — Addinell 
Henson. 

Bucks  County  Medical  Society — 0  P  James. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital — Wm.  Pepper. 

York  County  Medical  Society — Jams  W  Kerr. 

Philadelphia  Medico- Chirurgical  Society — Henry  Y  SmitL 

U  8.  Navy— G  R  B  Horner. 

Allegheny  County  Medical  Society — A  M  Pollork. 

Chester  County  Medical  Society — Wilmer  Worthington,  Al»x» 
K  Oaston,  S  A  Ogier. 

Yorthampton  county  medical  society — Fobert  E  James,  Edward 
Swift. 

State  medical  society— John  J  Koehler,  J  M  Couper,  W  W 
TowDsend. 

Lancaster  county  medical  society — John  Beam. 

Lancaster  county  hospital — J  Aug.  Ehler. 

Permanent  members — Anthony  Heger,  Moreton  Stille,  Oaorge 
Fox,  Lnwrence  TurnbuU,  Thomas  S  ;Spencer,  Trail  Greeny  Wm. 
J  Wilson,  W  G  Wimley. 

Huntington  county  medical  society — J  H  Dorsey. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Essex  district  medical  society — George  R  Chatwood. 
Permanent  members — Quinton  Gibson,  J  B  Munn. 
Mercer  county  district  medical  society — Thos.  J  Corson. 
Warren  county  district  medical  society — P  F  Brakely. 

NEW  YORK. 

New  York  academy  of  medicine — J  P  Garrish,  Pliny  Earloi 
W  N  BUkeroan  Lewis  A  Sayre. 

King's  county  medical  society — T  Anderson  Wade. 

Glerman  medico  chirurgical  society—  Louis  Bauer. 

Statistical  society,  N.  Y. — D  S  Conant. 

Monroe  county  medical  association — Henry  W  Dean. 

Genera  medical  college. — F.  H/da. 

Permanent  members — Harvey  Jewett,  James  M  Austin. 

Wayne  county  medical  society — T  P  ti.  Deminff. 

West  Chester  county  medical  society — James  D  Trask. 

New  York  medical  association — Jos,  A  Monell. 

New  York  Ophthalmic  hospital — Mark  Stephenson. 

Nhw  York  medical  society — H  D  Balkley. 

College  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  N.  Y. — Alonio  Clark. 

MISSOURI. 

8|.  Louis  medical  aeoiety— ^'  ^  Rmith. 
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KINTUCKY. 

Ponnanent  member — Walter  A  Norwood. 

CONKECTICCT. 

Fairfield  county  medical  society— David  S  Barr.  ^ 

New  Haven   medical  associatioti— Thotaas  H  Totten,  Benj.  U 

CSatIi&«  John  R  Downes.  «y  nr  i  v 

Litchfield  county  medical  society— Wm.  W  Welsh. 
Hartford  hospital— Myron  W  Wilson.  «r    j     «i 

Norwich  county  medical  association — Ashbfel  Woodward. 
Dr.  H^ys  stated  that  the  ^hole  numbers  amounted  to  five  hutt- 

dred  and  twenty.    The  hour  of  recess  hJaving  arrived,  thfe  ateo- 

eiation  separated. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

The  Association  re-assembled  at  1  o'clock.  - 

Dr.  MuBzy  of  Ohio,  read  an  interesting  report  on  the  use  of 
alcohol,  which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Condie,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publication  ,    i?   u    t>'         i 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Principal  of  the  Fennsyl- 
tania  Institute  for  the  training  of  feeble  minded  children.  • 

The  Nominating  Committee,  to  whom  waS  referred  the  rw^a- 
tions  providing  for  the  appointing  of  a  committee  on  Medical  To- 
pography, referred  the  same  back  without  material  araeudment, 
am  recommended  the  following  named  as  the  committee : 

Maine-nJ.  C.  Weston,  of  Bangor.  ,^  ^  ,i 

New  Hampshire— Edmund  R.  Peaslee,  Dartmouth  College. 
Vermont— Joseph  Perkins,  of  Castleton  . 
Rhode  island — Joseph  Mauran,  Providence. 
Connecticut — Charles  Hooker,  New  Haven. 
MassachusetU— George  C.  Shattuck,  Boston. 
*   New  York — Joseph  M.  Smith. 
New  Jersey — Lyndon  A.  Smith,  Newark. 
Pennsylvania— Jacob  M.  Gummill,  Huntington  County. 
Delaware— James  W.  Thompson,  Wilmington. 
Maryland— Peregrine  Wroth,  Chestertown. 
Georgia-  *  John  F.  Posey,  Savannah. 
Virginia— P.  F.  Peebles,  Petersburg. 
District  of  Columbia— Thomas  Miller,  Washington. 
South  Carolina — D.  J.  Cain,  Charleston. 

North  Carolina— 0.  F.  Manson, 

Kentucky— Wm.  L.  Sutton,  Georgetown. 
Tennessee— E.  B.  Haskins,  Clarkeville. 
Louisiana — ^E.  J.  Fenner,  New  Orleans. 
Minnesota— J.  H.  Murphy,  St.  Anthony  Falls. 
OkkH-<}.  Menderhall,  Cincinnati. 
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MiBsiisippiT— T.  J.  Grafton,  Rodney. 

Missouri — S.  B.  Alleyne. 

Michigah — J.  H.  Beech,  Cold  Water. 

Alabama. — S.  W.  Clanton,  Warsaw. 

Illinois — ^John  EvaQs,  Chicago. 

Indiana — Vierling  Kersey,  Miltcin,  Wayne  cd: 

Wisconsin — Alfred  L.  Castleman,  Delafield. 

lowft — E.  A.  Arnold,  Davenport 

U.  S.  Navy— Thomas  Dillard,  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  Army— -Clement  A.  Finley. 

Dr.  Thompson,  whb  offered  the  original  resolutions,  begged  as 
a  personal  favor,  to  be  e^tcused,  and  that  the  subject  be  refenred 
\/t>  the  delegate  frorii  his  state.  The  Association  Would  not  excuse 
him. 

, .  The  same  .committee,  to  which  i^as  referred  so  much  of  the 
President's  address  as  relates  to  the  next  place  of  meeting,  re* 
ftorted  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  change  the  place  from  that  agreed 
Upon  by  the  Asssociation. 

The  coiftmittco  further  reported  the  following  named  special 
committees  on  the  subjects  named. 

On  Puerperal  Fever  and  its  communicability — S.  W.  Noble, 
Letoy,  McLean  co.,  111. 

On  the  progress  of  general  and  descriptive  anatomy — J.  W. 
Freer,  Chicago,  111. 

On  the  diversity  of  the  venereal  poison. — Dr.  T.  G.  Richard- 
son, of  Louisviye,  Ky. 

On  the  effect  of  mercury  on  the  living  animal  tissues — J.  B. 
Coleman,  New  Jersey. 

On  the  best  mode  of  rendering  the  medical  patronage  of  the 
national  government  tributary  to  the  honor  and  improvement  of 
the  profession — J.  B.  Flint,  Kentucky. 

On  the  treatment  best  adapted  to  each  variety  of  cataract,  with  the 
method  of  operation,  place  of  election,  time,  age,  &c.» — Mark 
Stephen. 

On  the  causes  of  infant  mortality  in  large  cities,  the  sources 
of  its  increase,  and  the  means  for  its  dimunition. — D.  Meridith 
Reese.  }f.  York. 

On  the  causes  of  the  impulse  of  the  heart,  and  the  agencies 
which  influence  it  in  health  and  disease — John  W.  Corson,  N.  Y. 

On  sanitary  police  of  cities-  -James  M.  Newman,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

On  the  native  substitutes  for  cinchona  indigenous  to  the  south- 
era  states— P.  H.  Cabell,  Ala. 

On  endemic  tetanus — J.  Knight,  New  Haven. 

On  strychnia— its  chemical  and  toxicological  properties— Dr. 
Lewis  H.  Steiner,  Washington,  D.  C. 

On  tracheotomy  in  epilepsy — Ashbury  Evans,   Covington,  Ky. 
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On  treatment  of  the  cholera— J.  Taylor  Bradford,  of  Angiuta, 
Kentucky. 

On  malignant  periodic  fevers — Charles  Quales  Chandle%  of 
Bockport,  Me. 

^  On  the  execretions  as  an  index  to  the  organic  changes  going  on 
in  the  system — H.  A.  Johnson,  Chicago.  » "  * 

On  microscopical  investigations  of  malignant  tumoTS.*-*Henrj 
J.  Bigelow,  Boston,  Mass. 

On  the  statistics  of  the  calculaua  disease  and  the  operations 
therefor — J.  S.  Carpenter,  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  treatment  and  curability  of  reducible  hernia — J.  8. 
Carpenter,  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  best  treatment  of  cholera  infantum — A.  J.  Fuller,  Maine. 

On  injuries  of  the  joints-'  Wm.  B.  Page. 

On  the  treatment  and  curability  of  reducible  hernia.— D.  Oar* 
penter,  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  statistics  of  Mortality  in  the  United  States—- Wilaote 
Jewell,  Philadelphia. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Anderson  was  continued  as  chainnan  of  the 
committee  on  Education. 

A  resolution  relating  to  the  registration  of  births,  deaths  and 
marriages,  was  offered,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  nomina- 
tions.    The  association  adjourned. 

VISIT   TO  THE   ALHSHOUSS. 

In  the  afternoon  the  association  visited  the  Philadelphia  Hospi- 
tal and  Almshouse,  at  Blockley,  Twenty- fourth  ward,  at  the  en- 
trance of  which  they  were  met  by  several  of  the  Guaidians  o^the 
.  poor,  and  were  ushered  into  the  board  room,  where  Dr  Jewell,  of 
•^  this  city,  introduced  the  visitors  to  Frederick  M.  Adams,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Board,  who  in  return,  Siiid : 

Gentlemen  of  the  American  Medical  Association  and  of  tlie 
committee  of  arrangement :  As  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  pleasing 
duty  of  welcoming  you  on  behalf  of  the  board  devolves  upon  me, 
which,  gentlemen  permit  me  to  do  most  heartily.  It  is  not  often 
that  the  Guardians  have  an  opportunity  afforded  them  of  extend- 
ing an  invitation  to  such  a  distinguished  scientific  body— ^  is  sel- 
dom they  are  enabled  to  proffer  an  invitation,  the  acceptance  of 
which  is  so  likely  to  be  attended  with  beneficial  results  to  ha- 
manity. 

Permit  me  to  say,  it  is  not  the  less  gratitying   to  them.      In 

conclusion,  gentlemen,  trusting  that  the  short  time  you  may  be 

enabled  to  devote  to  an  examination  of  such  objects  as  mav  en* 

•age  your  attention  in  the  intititution,  may  be  productive  of  inter- 

Bt  to  you,  L  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  greet  yon,  and 

xtend  a  cordial  welcome.     Allow  me  to  introduce  to  yon,  Dr.  A. 
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B.  Oampbell,  the  chief  resident  physician,  and  his  seyeral  A»- 
mstants. 

The  association  preceded  by  Dr.  Campbell  and  the  assistant 
physicians  of  the  institatioa,  visited  the  many  wards,  and  ex- 
pressed much  appropriation  of  the  many  departments,  they  were 
oshered  into  a  hall,  where  a  slight  collation  was  set  oat.  The 
guests  after  refreshing  themselves  returned  to  the  city,  apparently 
well  pleased  with  the  visit.  In  the  evening  they  were  entertained 
the  residences  of  Dr.  Samuel  Jackson,  J.  Pancoaat,  Henry  Harts* 
iiorne,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Lee. 

FOURTH   DAY. 

The  association  was  assembled  yesterday  morniug,  pursuant  to 
adjournment.     Dr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  from  the  committee  of  arrangements,  reported 
^e  following  additional  delegates,  making  a  total  number  of  five 
iiundred  and  twenty-three 

MASSACHUSBTTS. 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital — J.  Mason  Warren. 

NEW   YORK. 

New  York  pathological  society— F.  C.  Frennell, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Lebanon  county  medical  society — William  Moore  Guilford. 

Dr.  Atlee  offered  a  resolution  that  Dr.  Breckenbridge's  report 
on  medical  literature  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  to  bo  read, 
and  if  approved  by  said  comuittee,  then  to  be  referred  to  the  com*' 
mitte  on  publication.     The  motion  was  lost 

A  motion  was  made  and  adopted,  that  the  committee  on  medical 
literature  be  continued  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  associi^ 
tion. 

Dr.  Haywood,  of  Boston,  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopt- 
ed nnanimously: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  association  be  presented  to 
his  honor  the  mayor,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  city  government, 
and  the  citizens  and  physicians  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for 
their  kiod  and  continued  attention,  and  munificent  hospitality  to 
the  members  of  this  association  during  the  present  session. 

Duty  L.  Atlee.  chairman  of  the  special  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred,  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  the  paper  of  Dr.  Phelps  ''  On 
Beligion  an  element  in  medicine,''  &c.,  &o.,  reported  that  the 
paper  was  ably  written  and  creditable  to  the  author.  But  on  ao- 
count  of  its  length  and  the  fullness  of  our  adopted  code  of  ethios. 
Was  not  expedient  to  publish  it  in  the  transactions  of  the  associa- 
tion.    The  report  was  accepted  and  its  recommendations  adopted. 

Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  from  the  committee  of  arrangements,  reported 
the  name  of  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Wattson,  of  Bradford  county,  Pa.,  as  m 
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A  vote  of  thanjcfl  was  tendered  to  the  mai^agers  of  the  academj 
of  fine  arts,  for  their  liberal  offer  to  take  charge  of  the  stone  for 
the  Washington  Monument,  until  its  delivery  at  Washington. 

The  following  amendments  to  the  constitutioQ  was  offered,  an4 
under  the  rules  laid  over  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
association. 

^'  Any  permanent  member  ijihq  shall  not  pay  Ipr  the  published 
transactions  for  three  successive  years,  shall  be  considered  aa  with- 
drawn." 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  111,  submitted  t)ie  following  prer 
amble  and  resolution : 

Whereas,  The  present  mode  of  conducting  the  annual  meetings 
of  the  association  affords  but  little  opportunity  for  the  discossloii 
of  strictly  scientific  questions  and  papers,  and 

Whereas,  This  has  been  regarded  as  a  serious  defect  in  the 
operation  of  our  organi^tion,  impairing  its  scientific  character^ 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  daily  sessiops  of  the  association  during 
each  annual  meeting,  be  divided  into  two  parts — the  first  to  ter- 
minate at  an  hour  not  later  than  12  1-2  o'clock,  p.  M.,  of  each 
day,  and  to  be  divoted  as  heretofore,  to  the  genera]  business  of  the 
association;  the  second,  consisting  of  all  the  time  which  it  is  deem- 
ed advisable  to  remain  in  sessipn  each  day,  after  12  1-i  o'clock 
P.  M.,  to  take  the  character  of  a  scientific  section,  and  to  be  deyo^ 
ted  exclusively  to  the  discussion  of  questions  reU^ing  to  the  sci- 
ence and  art  of  medicine. 

Resolved,  That  the  association  in  its  capacity  pf  a  scientific 
section,  having  no  power  to  act  on  any  subject  except  of  a  scientific 
character,  may  continue  in  session  whenever  thought  advisable,  • 
longer  period  than  in  its  more  general  capacity. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  arrangements,  with  instructions  to  reporl 
on  the  same  at  the  commencement  of  the  i>oxt  annua]  session. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  agreed  tp. 
'    Dr.  A.  J.  Semmes,  of  Washington,   District  Colombia,  oflered 
the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  to 
the  association  at  its  next  annual  meeting  what  measure  should  be 
adopted  to  remedy  the  evils  existing  in  the  present  methods  of 
holding  coroner*s  inquests,  by  incompetent  persons,  by  which  the 
lives  and  liberties  of  the  innocent  may  be  jeopardised,  and  the.endf 
of  justico  frustrated. 

Dr.  Atlee  offered  the  following  which  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  to  secure  efficient  teaching  in  modioal  schools, 
rhere  the  prime  object  is  to  enforce  practical  precepts,  a  large  de- 
ree  of  union  and  harmony  must  exist  among  the  teachers,  ap^ 
onfldence  be  reposed  in  them  by  their  pupils. 
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Restdvedy  That  any  aach  unnatural  union  as  the  commingling 
.of  an  exclusive  system,  such  as  homoeopathy,  with  scientific >medi- 
€ine  in  a  school,  setting  aside  all  questions  of  its  untruthfulness, 
cannot  fail  by  the  destruction  of  union  and  confidence  and  the 
production  of  confusion  and  disorder,  unsettling  and  distracting  the 
minds  of  the  learners,  to  so  far  impair  the  usefulneas  of  teaching 
«  to  render  every  school  adopting  such  a  policy  unworthy  the 
-aupport  of  the  profession. 

Dr.  C.  Stewart,  of  ^ew  York  city,  ofiered  the  following  which 
.were  passed  unanimously : 

Resolved.  That  tlie  thanks  of  the  American  medical  association 
•be,  and  they  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  committee  of  arrangements 
/or  the  liberal  and  cordial  reception  extended  to  its  membera 
.during  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  a  similar  acknowledgement  is  eminently  due, 
:«nd  also  unanimously  extended,  to  the  oflicers,  trustees,  and  man- 
*ger8  of  the  several  public  and  private  institutions  of  the  city  and 
^vicinity,  which  have  been  thrown  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
.members  of  the  association,  the  visitation  of  which  hw  been  a 
source  of  mingled  satisfaction,  and  the  management  of  which  man- 
ifests the  faithful  and  zealous  care  of  those  to  whoso  guardianship 
,ihej  have  been  entrusted. 

The  committee  on  nominations  submitted  a  report,  recommend- 
ing that  the  resolation  in  reference  to  the  registration  of  marriages^ 
4>irth8  and  deaths  be  adopced,  and  that  the  following  named  mem- 
hen  constitute  the  committee : 

Dr.  M.  W.  Wilson,  Hartford,  Conn.,  chairman. 

"  G  S  Palmer,  of  Gardiuer,  Me. 

"   Silas  Cummings,  of  Fitzwilliams,  N.  H, 

]'  G  T  Elliott,  of  Woodstock,  Vt, 

"   Edward  Jarvis,  of  Dorchester,  Mass. 

"  Joseph  Maoran,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 

"  John  H  Griscom,  of  New  York. 

"   Henry  Carpenter,  of  Lancaster,  Pa. 

"OH  Taylor,  of  Camden,  N.  J. 

"  Lewis  P  Bush,  of  Wilmington,  Del. 

"   A  Snowden  Pigi?ot,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

"  D  H  Tucker,  of  Richmond,  Va. 

"  Pittmann,  of  Tarb  ro',  N.  C. 

"  Harry  Lindsay,  of  Washington.  D.  C. 

"  John  D  Dawson,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

"  R  D  Arnold,  of  Savannah,  Geo. 

"   A  Lopez,  of  Mobile.  Ala. 

*•  James  Jones,  New  Orleans,  La. 

"   R  C  Foster,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

."   C  J  Blackborne,  Covington,  Ky. 

.'*  John  Dawsoo,  Columbns,  0. 
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"  Edward  Murphy,  New  Harmony,  Ind. 

"AD  Stebbins,  Detroit,  Mich. 

"  J  y  Z  Blaney,  Chicago,  111. 

"  Georj^e  D  Wilbur,  Mineral  Point,  Wis. 

•*  William^McPheeters,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

"  J  D  Elbert,  Reosaqu€,  Iowa. 

"  John  H  Murphy,  St  Anthouy  Falls,  Min. 

The  committee  further  reported  in  favor  of  the  appointing  of  the  f<A- 
lowing  special  committees: 

Dr  M  M  Latta,  of  Goshen,  Indiana,  '*  on  whether  there  were  any 
means  by  which  the  growth  of  the  Foetus  in  Utero  may  be  controlltd 
without  injury  to  the  mother  or  the  child." 

Dr  Thomas  Miller,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  Toxicology. 

Dr  E  R  Feasler,  of  Hanover,  N  H,  on  inflammation,  its  pathology  azid 
its  relation  to  reparative  process. 

Dr  D  D  Thompsou,  of  Louisville,  Ky,  on  the  remedial  eflFects  of  chlo- 
roform. 

Dr  Wm  Clendennin,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  epidemic  erysipelas. 

Dr  C  G  Comegys,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  state  of  the  urine  in 
Turbercular  disease. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Dr  Clendennin,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  no  state  or  local  society  shall  hereafter  be  enti- 
tled to  representation  ia  this  association  that  has  not  adopted  its 
oode  of  ethics. 

Resoled,  That  no  state  or  local  society  that  has  intentionally 
violated  or  disregarded  any  article  or  clause  in  the  oode  of  ethics, 
shall  iQnger  be  entitled  to  representation  in  this  body. 

Dr.  Miltenberger,  of  Baltimore,  moved  the  following  additional 
resolutions : 

Whereas,  It  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  American 
medical  association  that  the  state  medical  society  of  Ohio  violated 
at  their  last  meeting  one  of  the  articles  of  its  code  of  ethics, 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  this  association  be  directed  to 
inform  the  officers  of  that  society,  that  unless  such  action  be  re- 
scinded,  they  cannot  hereafter  be  represented  in  this  association. 

The  resolutions  were  warmly  advocated  by  several  members, 
and  finally  adopted  unanimously. 

Several  amendments  to  the  constitution  were  offered,  one  of 
which  provides  that  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the  association. 
These  amendments  lay  over  until  the  next  annual  meeting. 

Dr.  Corson  read  a  report  on  the  "influence  of  lead  on  the  heart." 

A  number  of  resolutions  making  changes  in  the  mode  of  impart- 
ing medical  instruction  were  presented,  and  laid  over  for  consider- 
ation at  the  next  annual  meeting. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee  on  puUioaUon  have  ikh 


cretionaiy  ponw  m  ngiid  to  the  printing  the  rtpoit  The  mover 
said  that  maD  j  of  the  memben  had  not  heard  tbe  reading  of  the 
repAt  distinctlj,  and  perhaps  there  maj  be  aonie  fixdiak  remaris 
in  it. 

Or.  Coraon  replied  tl:at  sneh  a  sommary  way  of  proeeeding 
was  not  very  eoorteoas,  so  &r  as  he  vasooncemed.  He  bad  pr»- 
pred  his  report  with  care,  and  he  thought  that  the  delegate  might 
nave  giren  a  more  *'  delicate  hint.'* 

A  motion  was  oflfered  that  it  lie  referred  to  a  special  oommittee 
of  three  for  examination,  and  if  worthy  of  publication,  to  refiur  H 
to  the  proper  committee  for  that  parpose 

The  first  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  the  last  was  adopted. 

The  hoar  of  recess  now  arrived,  and  a  motion  prevailed  to  dis- 
pense with  the  recess,  and  remain  in  session  until  final  adjooramoit. 

Dr. ,  of  New  Tork.  moved  that  the  timd^of  holding  the 

sessions  of  the  associatioa  be  changed  from  the  first  Tuesday  in 
May  to  the  second  Tuesday.  He  said  that  this  would  bettv  ae- 
commodate  many  of  the  delegates. 

A  delee^ate  hoped  it  would  prevail,  to  suit  the  members  from 
New  York. 

Member  of  New  York — There  are  seventy  delegates  there. 

Member  of  Pennsylvania — ^You  New  Yorkers  had  better  move 
on  the  first  day  of  ApriL  than  on  tbe  1st  of  May. — (Langhtar.) 

Member  of  New  York — ^That's  a  eustomary  rule  and  can't  be 
avoided. 

On  motion,  the  whole  subject  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Dr  Thomas,  of  Baltimore,  explained  briefly  a  rery  simple  meth- 
od of  inhaling  nitrate  of  silver  for  disease  of  the  throat  sod  chest, 
by  converting  it  into  powder.  A  small  mixture  for  this  purpose 
was  exhioited. 

Dr.  Atlee  called  up  a  resolution  ofered  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Association,  directing  the  especial  atteiaion  of  the  e  iramittee  on 
epidemics  to  the  subject  of  contagiousness  or  uncontagiousneBB  of 
cholera.     The  resolution  was  adopted. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  ten<kring  tbe  thanks  of  the  associa- 
tion to  all  railroad  companiei  that  have  afforded  members  similar 
ac^mroodations  to  those  afforded  by  the  Philadelphia  and  Wil- 
mington  and  Baltimore  railroad  company.     Adopted. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  offered  at  the  last  meeting, 
changing  the  time  of  electing  the  oflScers,  was  called  up.  The 
consideration  of  the  amendment  was  lost 

A  communication  was  received  from  Hon.  B.  T.  Conrad,  mayor, 
stating  that  an  account  of  tbe  reception  of  the  delegates  at  Ind** 
pendence  Hall,  had  been  prenared  Tor  publication  in  psmphkt 
form,  and  would  be  ready  for  aelivery  to-morrow. 


2d6  HDITORIAL. 

A  resolution  f^turniig  ttanks  to  the  Mayor,  for  thh  ifencwrf 
expression  of  kindness,  was  passed. 

Also,  resolution  of  ihanks  to  Dr/Horner,  of  the  TJ.  S.  N^n, 
and  Cfiptain  Marson  of  'the  U.  S.  Navy,  for  their  invitations  to 
visit  the  Navy  l^ard. 

A  delegate  aiose  and  said,  that  we  have  been  so  full  of  heart  Id 
passing  resolutions  of  thanks  by  piecemeal,  that  perhaps  we  may 
have  made  some  omissions.  He  would,  therefore,  move  that  the 
aecretaries  be  instructed  to  fill  up  all  omissions.     Approved. 

The  resolution  relating  to  the  holding  of  coroner's  inquests  vis 
referred  to  a  special  coiiimittee  of  three,  to  wit:  Dr.  Seromesof 
WaahiAgtoh,  Dr.  Hylfe,  of  Wilmington,  Dr.  Condie,  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

At  half  past  one  o'clock,  the  association,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Ds- 
vis,  adjourned  ^^ine  die. 

Americdn  Medical  Asisociation, 

We  publish  in  the  present  number  of  the  Journal  a  vei*/  foil 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association  at  its  recent  annus! 
meeting  ih  Philadelphia.  Our  readers  wiil  perceive  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  daily  record'  of  proceedings,  we  have  included  in  oar 
report  the  annual  address  of  the  President,  and  the  ••nd  the  ad* 
dress  of  Dr.  Hays  witt  the  reply  of  Mayor  Conrad,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  reception  of  the  members  of  the  Association  in  Iftde- 
pendence  HaU.  These  have  necessarily  crowded  out  of  this  nam* 
ber  much  other  matter  that  might  have  been  deemed  by  some  as 
of  more  prtictical  value.  Biit  if  ^e  mistake  not,  tbes^  addresses 
will  be  read  with  much  pleasure  by  all  our  subscribers.  That  of 
Mayor  Conrad,  particularly,  is  one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  ajH 
propriate  addresses  to  which  we  have  ever  listened  on  any  similar 
oocasion.  The  recent  meeting  of  the  .Association  in  Philadelpbis, 
was  in  all  respects  one  of  the  best  ever  enjoyed  by  its  members. 
The  number  of  members  in  attendance  was  very  large,  amoontiog 
to  near  550,  and  representing  very  fully  every  section  of  tbe 
country  except,  perhaps,  the  extreme  south-west.  The  reports 
and  papers  presented  and  read  were  as  numerous  and  interesting 
aa  at  any  former  meeting;  and  the  proceedings  throughout  were 
oonduoted  with  the  most  perfect  order  and  good  feeling. 

At  no  period  since  the  day  of  its  organiasation  has  the  AffO^* 
tiOD  presepted  so  good  a  prospect  for  a  long  career  of  prosperity 
and  usefulness,  as  at  the  present  time. 
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ARTICLE  I. —  The  Malidnal  properlies  and  use  of  Iodine. -^lleail  lie- 
fore  the  yEsciilapiau  Society,  May,  1855,  by  F.  R.  Paynb,  M.  D  , 
Marshall,  ill. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  improvement,  at  least  one  that  surpasses 
all  others  in  activity,  enterprise,  and  innovation.  Among  these 
cviilcnces  of  intelligence  and  industry,  the  Profession  of  Medicine 
is  far  from  being  in  the  back  ground.  Within  the  last  few  years  we 
have  had  several  valuable  accessions  to  our  Science,  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  spirit  of  inquiry  which  led  to 
these  discoveries  will  not  die  out  when  the  present  generation  has 
passed  away.  My  attention  has  for  many  years  been  directed  to 
the  Medicinal  properties  of  Iodine,  and  the  object  of  this  paper 
will  be  fully  attained  should  I  be  successful  in  eliciting  a  willing- 
ness on  the  part  of  my  professional  brethren  (who  are  more  highly 
favored  than  myself)  to  more  thoroughly  test  the  curative  prop- 
erties of  this  valuable  remedy.  It  has  been  an  agent  that  has 
lonir  been  known  to  exert  a  powerful  and  extensive  influence  on 
the  animal  economy,  consequently  we  cannot  at  this  time  refer  to 
all  the  indications  for  its  use. 

Perhaps  no  country  practitioner  has  used  it  more  extensively 
than  I,  and  my^  suggestions  arc  based  upon  my  experience  in  the 
use  of  the  remedy.     Iodine  in  small  doses  is  a  tonic — it  increases 
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the  appetite  and  improves  faulty  nutrition.  It  also  exerts  a  pow- 
erful influence  upon  the  absorbents  and  glandular  system.  ISeing 
satisfied  that  it  possessed  this  power  in  an  eminent  degree,  I  hare 
been  induced  to  test  its  virtue  in  the  cure  of  incipient  phthisb 
pulmonalis.  Many  remedies  have  been  suggested  for  the  cure  of 
this  formidable  malady,  but  all  in  turn  have  been  abandoned  and 
the  profession  generally  induced  to  believe  that  no  remedy  yet 
discovered  could  be  relied  on  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease. — 
Becently,  however,  there  are  found  some  eminent  physicians  who 
firmly  believe  that  phthisis  pulmonalis  may  occasionally,  in  one 
stage  or  another,  be  cured.  If  it  can  be  successfully  treated  in 
one  case,  or  even  a  spontaneous  cure  is  effected,  have  we  not  rea- 
son to  hope  for  a  similar  result  in  many  cases.  Should  we  be 
able  to  discover  a  remedy  that  will  excite  the  absorbents  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  remove  tuburculous  matter — subdue  the  diathesis, 
and  by  so  doing  prevent  the  deposition  of  other  tubercles,  then 
will  we  have  arrived  at  an  important  period  in  tho  history  of 
medicine, — then  will  thousands  of  the  most  gifted  and  beautifal 
of  oar  race  be  saved  from  a  premature  grave. 

As  evidences  of  the  curability  of  incipient  phthisis  pulmonalis, 
I  desire  to  introduce  a  brief  synopsis  of  two  cases  successfally 
treated  with  with  Iodine. 

Mr.  L  ,  age  64  years,  on  the  I5th  day  of  November,  1858, 
labored  under  the  following  symptoms :  Pain  in  the  breast  refer- 
red to  the  apex  of  left  lung,  more  or  less  cough,  particularly 
when  lying  down  and  in  the  morning,  expectoration  of  a  tough 
mucus  consistence,  and  but  little  thrown  up,  fever  with  regular 
exacerbations  followed  with  night  sweats,  gradual  emaciation 
without  sufficient  visible  cause,  appetite  capricious, — patient  bad 
for  some  days  been  troubled  with  diarrhoea.  The  digestive  organs 
did  not  perform  their  healthy  functions.  He  was  very  ingenious 
in  presenting  arguments  to  convince  me  that  his  lungs  were  not 
seriously  affected.  He  was  able  to  be  up  part  of  the  day,  but 
could  not  endure  much  exercise. 

The  physical  signs  were  such  in  connection  with  the  raticmal 
evidence  in  the  case,  as  to  induce  me  to  believe  that  it  was  an  qd- 
mistakable  case  of  incipient  phthisis  pulmonalis.     At  the  apex  of 
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tbe  left  lobe  of  the  lungs  there  iras  dulnesd  on  percussion  ;  this 
condition  was  not  found  to  exist  in  any  other  pairt  of  the  lungs. 
The  breathing  was  insufficient  and  coarse,  there  was  a  peculiar 
resonance  of  the  voice,  an  abnormal  click-like  sound  when  he  spoke 
or  coughed,  a  kind  of  sound  more  easiljr  imagined  than  described. 
Broncophony  and  bronchial  respiration  could  be  heard,  and  dif- 
fered from  that  juf  health  by  being  distinctly  audible  near  the  hu- 
meral extremity  of  the  clavicle.  With  such  an  array  of  symptoms 
there  seemed  but  little  grounds  for  doubting  the  existence  of  tu- 
bercular deposits.  But  still  the  evidence  was  not  absolutely  cer- 
tain, yet  the  symptoms  could  not  be  distinguished  from  those 
which  have  been  characterized  incipient  phthisis,  which,  in  hun- 
dreds of  oases,  have  not  been  interrupted,  l)ut  passed  on  through 
all  the  different  stages  of  the  disease  to  a  fat;.l  termination. 

Without  making  known  to   him   or  his  family  the  character  of 
the  disease,  I  directed 

Pil.  Hyd.  grs.  VI. 
Opii      "      I. 
to  be  taken  at  bed  time.    In  a  few  days  I  directed  the  following 
mixture : 

Comp.  Syrp.  Sarsaparl.       S  III* 
Tct.  Iodine,  3  HI. 

A  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  six  hours.  Directed  the  use  of 
the  nitro-murisitic  bath  four  times  per  week.  He  was  also  direct- 
ed to  use  a  nutritious  diet,  boiled  pork  and  eggs  in  moder- 
ate quantities.  He  continued  to  use  the  Iodine  without  inter- 
ruption for  three  months,  during  which  time  I  used  occasionally 
a  Dover  powder  or  dose  of  morphine  to  procure  rest.  Several 
weeks  passed  without  any  favorable  change  in  the  symptoms,  but 
nither  an  aggravation.  The  expectoration  became  puriform,  streak- 
ed occasionally  with  blood,  his  feet  became  edematous.  Notwith- 
standing all  this  the  remedy  was  continued,  and  part  of  the  time 
given  in  larger  doses.  About  the  first  of  Feb.,  1854,  the  unfa- 
vorable symptoms  began  gradually  to  disappear,  and  by  the  16th 
of  that  month,  which  was  about  three  months  after  he  commenced 
the  use  of  the  Iodine,  the  expectoration  and  cough  ceased,  and  he 
was  so  much  improved  in  every  respect  that  the  remedy  was  dis- 
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continued,  and    he  is  now  a  hearty  man  for  his  age,  withoat  asj 
perceivable  symptoms  of  phthisis. 

Case  2d.— On  the  first  day  of  June,  1855,  Mr.  W.  called  at 
iny  office  for  medical  advice  ;  he  was  34  years  of  age,  and  engi- 
neer on  the  Wabash  Valley  Railroad.  He  had  nearly  all  the  ra- 
tional symptoms  enumerated  in  the  preceding  case,  but  the  physical 
signs  did  not  clearly  establish  the  truthfulness  of  those  symptoms. 
He  had  cough,  hectic  fever,  emaciation,  pain  in  the  left  long, 
but  it  wns  in  the  middle  lobe,  or  near  the  nipple,  cough  troubled 
him  very  much  while  lying  down  and  early  in  the  morning.  But 
still  there  was  but  little  dullness  on  percussion,  there  was  but  lit< 
tie  morbid  sound  when  he  spoke  or  coughed.  With  such  symp- 
toms, my  diagnosis  was  incipient  consumption,  although  the  evi- 
dence was  not  conclusive.  I  ordered  the  same  treatment  as  in 
the  fir?t  case,  but  in  a  few  weeks  the  cough  left,  night  sweats  sub- 
sided. Ho  is  a  small  man,  but  in  three  months  under  the  above 
treatment  he  gained  twenty  five  pounds,  and  now  enjoys  good 
heahh. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  pronouncing  all  cases  of  phthisis 
pulmonalis  curable;  facts  will  not  justify  such  a  conclusion.  But  that 
the  disease  has  frequently  been  cured  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt 
The  first  and  most  important  indication  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease  is,  to  improve  faulty  nutrition.  Codliver  oil  has  gained 
much  reputation  in  the  cure  of  phtliisis,  but  wo  incline  to  the  be- 
lief that  the  virtue  of  this  remedy  may  be  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  easily  assimilated,  consequently  its  remedial  effects  are 
referable  more  to  its  nutritious  than  to  its  medicinal  properties 
Dr.  Williams,  in  his  Principles  of  Medicine,  says  he  has  '*  for  years 
referred  tubercle  to  a  deranged  condition  of  the  nutritive  mate- 
rial. In  many  cases  they  are  found  disseminated  in  so  many  tex- 
tures, after  few  or  no  symptoms  of  inflammation,  that  it  is  imposi- 
ble  to  regard  them  otherwise  than  as  the  result  of  modified  textu- 
ral  nutrition.  Dr.  J.  A.  Bennett,  of  Edinburgh,  in  a  work  recent- 
ly published,  says — ''  We  arc  warranted  in  drawing  the  concla- 
siun,  that  if  during  the  advance  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  thuse 
means  cm  be  discovered  which  check  further  tubercular  exuda. 
tiun  and  keop  the  strength  and   nutritive  process  of  the  economy 
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such  tubercular  exudations  as  have  occurred,  will  be  rendered 
abortive,  and  that  even  large  ulcerations  will  heal  up  and  cicatrize. 
The  important  point,  practically,  is  to  ascertain  what  these  means 
are,  and  how  they  may  be  put  into  operation  "  M.  Piorry  read 
a  paper  to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  on  the  24  th  day  of 
January,  1854,  in  which  he  recommended  Iodine  inhalations  for 
the  cure  of  phthisis.  He  refers  to  thirty-one  cases  treated  by  in- 
haling the  tinct.  and  vapor  of  Iodine,  twenty  of  whom  were  bene- 
fited, seven  apparently  cured,  and  four  deaths  without  any  ame- 
lioration. Dr.  Wood,  in  bis  practice  of  Medicine,  speaking  in  re- 
gard to  the  curability  of  consumption,  says — *'  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  phthisis  is  in  all  cases  necessarily  fatal. — 
On  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  in  one  stage  or  another,  it  is  occa- 
sionally cured,  or  at  least  ends  in  perfect  recovery."  With  such 
testimony  before  us,  we  hope  no  physician  will  be  so  skeptical  in 
regard  to  the  cure  of  phthisis,  as  to  reject  all  curative  treatment 
If  the  disease  is  curable,  the  profession  owes  it  to  humanity  to 
seek  out  the  remedy. 

In  the  cure  of  dyspepsia,  that  congeries  of  disease,  the  prevail- 
ing malady  of  civilized  life,  I  have  found  Iodine  far  superior  to 
all  other  remedies.  It  is  admissable  in  any  form  of  the  disease  not 
attended  with  inflammation  of  the  stomach.  I  have  used  it  in  a 
great  variety  of  cases,  with  the  most  salutary  results.  It  is  best 
administered  in  the  following  formula: 

^  Sang  Canadensis,  5  L 

Podoph.  Pil.  Rad.  3  L 

Bad.  Gentian,  S  I. 

Hondoms  Sarsaparilla,  §  I. 

Put  in  one  pt.  water,  boil  to  |  pt.,  strain  and  add, 
Tct.  Iodine,  5  L 

Cil  Sasafras,  gtt.  XX. 

Sach.  Alba,  3  UL 

Brandy,  ^  pt. 

Of  this  mixture  I  give  from  one  to  two  drms.  three  or  four  times 
per  day.  Some  may  suppo^  that  the  benefit  is  derived  from  the 
articles  combined  with  the  Iodine  in  the  above  mixture,  but  this 
cannot  be*  the  case,  fi-om  the  fact  tliat  when  the  Iodine  is  left  out, 
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the  mixture  is  comparatively  worthless.  I  have  used  this  remedj 
in  scrofulous  affections,  amenorrhoea,  djsmenorrhoea,  and  chronic 
diseases  of  the  liver  and  spleen,  with  unequivocal  benefit  In 
nursing  sore  mouth  Iodide  Potassium  is  far  superior  to  all  other 
remedies.  I  have  used  it  with  extraordinary  benefit  in  many 
cases. 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  extend  these  remarks  further,  but  it 
is  hoped  the  hints  herein  presented,  will  induce  others  more  com- 
petent than  myself,  to  test  more  fully  the  curative  properties  of 
Iodine  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  to  which  I  have  referred. 


ARTICLE  11.—^  Case  of  Injury  of  the  Knee- Joint  wUh  Sueotssful  lU- 
covery.    By  Wiixiam  Watson,  M.  D. 

March  23,  was  called  to  see  T.  B ,  aged  10 ;  found  him 

with  a  transverse  incision  just  above  the  patella  of  the  right  kne^s, 
about  three  inches  in  length.  It  commenced  near  the  inner  line 
of  the  tendon  of  the  Triceps,  extending  downwards  and  outwards, 
having  fractured  the  outer  Tuberosity  of  the  Tibia  and  severed  the 
tendon  of  Triceps,  laying  open  the  knee-joint.  By  the  contraction 
of  the  muscles  the  fractured  bone  was  occupying  the  wound.  The 
hemorrhage  had  been  inconsiderable ;  having  removed  the  ooagula 
some  synovia  escaped  from  the  wound.  Upon  replacing  the  firag- 
ment  I  found  some  di£Bculty  in  keeping  it  in  situ.  In  order  more 
effectually  to  do  so  and  adapt  the  parts  more  accurately  I  placed 
two  interrupted  sutures  in  the  divided  tendon,  taking  care  not  to 
include  more  than  one  half  the  thickness  of  the  tendon,  having 
clipped  one  end  close  and  brought  the  other  out  at  the  most  de- 
pendent part.  The  wound  was  closed  by  interrupted  sutares  and 
adhesive  straps,  a  roller  being  applied  the  whole  length  of  the 
leg ;  it  was  placed  on  a  long  splint  with  the  knee  raised,  (for  this  a 
fracture  box  was  soon  after  substituted)  and  the  whole  was  sus- 
pended so  as  to  allow  entire  rest  when  the  body  was  moved  :  cold 
water  dressings  were  applied,  and  a  dose  of  laxative  medicine  given 
to  open  the  bowels. 

24th  and  25th.  Saw  the  patient  each  day.  No  untoward  symp- 
toms have  appeared ;  he  has  rested  well  and  been  entirely  free 
from  pain. 
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26th.  Some  inflammation  and  discharge,  applied  cold  water 
freely. 

27th.  The  inflammation  has  subsided,  union  by  first  intention 
having  taken  place  to  a  considerable  extent  and  the  sutures  in  the 
integuments  showing  signs  of  ulceration  they  were  removed ;  the 
tongue  heing  coated  and  the  bowels  constipated.  Gave  pills  of 
blue  mass,  and  comp.  ext.  col. 

28th  to  April  1st.  The  wound  progressed  favorably,  no  pain  or 
irritation.  The  sutures  of  the  tendon  came  away  by  slight  trac- 
tion on  the  30th,  (the  8th  day.) 

2d.  Found  the  patient,  having  indulged  too  freely  in  amusement 
the  previous  day,  knee  swollen  and  painful,  applied  cold  water 
freely  with  diaphoretics  internally.  The  fever  assuming  an  in- 
termittent type  yielded  readily  to  antiperiodics. 

6th-  Saw  the  patient  daily,  he  had  been  improving  slowly, 
but  to-day  found  it  much  swollen  with  a  pulpy  appearance  of  the 
wound;  covered  it  with  sub.  mur.  hydg.,  applied  dry  lint  and  firm 
compression  to  the  upper  part  of  the  wound,  by  means  of  adhesive 
straps  running  lengthwise  of  the  leg. 

7th.  The  appearance  of  the  knee  much  improved,  the  inflam- 
mation having  subsided  considerably.  But  the  swelling  remain* 
ing,  and  there  being  but  little  discharge  a  linen  tent  was  intro- 
duced into  the  wound  and  the  dressings  continued. 

8th.  There  has  been  considerable  discharge,  the  wound  looking 
healthy,  from  this  time  until  the  14th  it  continued  to  improve, 
when  the  discharge  became  interrupted  with  a  tendency  of  the 
matter  to  burrow  among  the  muscles  of  the  thigh  and  about  the 
joint  The  roller  was  reapplied  firmly  and  readjusted  as  often  as 
it  became  loosened,  or  there  was  any  tendency  to  swelling,  until 
the  25th,  when  it  being  nearly  healed  all  dresc^ings  were  removed 
except  the  roller  which  was  continued  some  weeks  to  counteract 
the  tendency  to  swelling  of  the  joint 

The  patient  was  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  the  fifth  week, 
with  the  knee  entirely  healed  and  sufficient  motion  to  allow  about 
one  half  the  usual  extent  of  flexion  without  pain. 

At  this  time,  eleven  weeks  since  the  injury,  the  joint  has  re- 
covered nearly  the  natural  motion,  an  1  he  walks  with  a  scarcely 
perceptible  limp. 
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ARTICLK  111 — Aflhereiit  Phrmfn,  Prufvse  llawnrrh^v^e^  ( ^rmpressif. n 
of  tht  Anrla— Reimjrefl  Recfirry,  <\r ,  ij,-c.  liv  1i;a  K.  Oatmax, 
M.  D.,  of  Sacramento  City,  Ciililornia. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1855,  I  was  called  in  this  city  to  con- 
sult with  a  Doctor  and  a  Doctreas — the  latter  having  the  case  in 
charge. 

Mrs.  R.  8Bt.  30,  of  repL»ie  habit,  his  had  some  chronic  disease 
of  the  vagina  and  perhaps  cervix  uteri,  since  the  recession  of  a 
scrofulous  eruption  on  the  skin,  some  eight  years  ago.  Although 
married  many  years,  she  never  conceived  until  she  arrived  in 
California. 

After  a  natural  labor,  she  was.  delivered  of  a  child  at  5  o^clock 
A.  M.  The  Placenta  not  coming  away,  there  was  considerable 
hoemorrage  until  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  it  became  profuse.  At  3 
P.  M.  the  Doctress  being  alarmed,  sent  for  the  other  counsel, 
who  had  me  called  at  4.  I  found  the  patient  deadly  pale,  with 
livid  lips,  extremities  cold  and  nails  blue.  She  was  '*  so  tired,'^ 
thirsty  and  vomiting,  with  syncope  upon  the  slightest  exertion. 
The  hoemorrhage  still  continuing. 

I  urged  the  immediate  removal  of  the  placenta,  as  the  only  im- 
munity from  speedy  death. 

Consent  being  obtained,  and  the  Doctress  and  Doc/or,  both  de- 
clining the  operation,  I  proceeded  as  follows  :  Placing  the  thumb 
as  a  safety  valve  upon  the  aorta,  with  the  left  hand  well  lubri- 
cated, I  succeeded  in  entering  the  uterus,  and  in  detaching  and 
removing  the  placenta  with  the  coaguhi.  The  uterus  contractin:; 
but  little,  with  the  aorta  still  firmly  held,  I  compressed  the  ulxlu- 
men  tightly  with  a  thin  bandage  and  covered  it  with  ice.  In 
thirty  minutes  the  compression  of  the  ar»rta  was  renioveil  and  no 
hoemorrhage  followed.     The  case  was  safe  ! 

The  next  day  there  was  considerable  reaction,  with  tendcrne:»( 
of  the  uterus  and  of  the  abdomen  wliere  the  compression  wa.s 
mnde.  She  is  having  a  sl«>w  but  n  safe  recovery.  Contingencies: 
Ist.  It  was  difficult  to  coiniiicss  the  aorta  on  account  of  llie  cor- 
pulence of  the  patient;  atid,  2d.  Eleven  and  a  hah  hours  having 
elapsed  since  the  delivery  of  the  child,  the  vulva  was  so  irritable, 
that  efforts  to  pass  the  hand  produced  syncope  repeatetlly, — so  that 
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it  required  gentle  perseverance  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  to 
ensure  success  with  safety. 

I  submit  this  case  to  show — 1st.  That  the  placenta  can  be  safely 
detached  and  removed  with  the  coagula,  by  using  compression 
of  the  aorta ;  when  the  hsemorrhage  incident  to  that  operation 
without  it  would  be  fatal :  and  2d.  To  show  the  insecurity  of  la- 
dies during  parturition  in  the  case  of  women,  who,  though  they 
may  have  the  knowledge,  have  not  the  nerve  to  discharge  the  re- 
sponsible duties  of  the  accoucheur  under  all  circumstances  ; — for, 
it  is  obvious  in  this  case,  that  the  placenta  should  have  been  de- 
tached and  removed  within  an  hour  or  two  after  delivery — before 
the  haemorrhage  had  jeopardized  the  life  of  an  iimiable  wife  and 
mother. 

Sacramento  City,  Cal ,  April  10,  1855. 


ARTICLE  lY. -Snake  Bites— Treated  by  Brandy,     Bj  J.  11.  Thomas, 
of  Monticello,  liid.,  April,  1855. 

You  will  please  pardon  me  for  troubling  you  with  a  few  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  snake  bites.  I  have  been  practising  in  N.  W. 
Indiana  for  some  twelve  years,  and  in  this  time  have  been  called  to 
visit  many  patients  suffering  from  the  bites  of  nun^rous  kinds  of 
poisonous  ser])ents.  My  practice  has  been  to  cup  the  wound  free^ 
ly,  if  practicable;  if  not,  use  suction  with  the  mouth.  Wliilo  op- 
crating  in  this  way,  I  administer  brandy,  or  proof  spirits  of  any 
kind,  in  large  and  frequent  doses,  and  recommend  my  patients  to 
become  intoxicated,  if  possible;  and  furthermore,  I  reeommaid 
the  use  of  some  mild  cathartics.  Never  have  I  been  compel  led  to 
visit  my  patients  more  than  twice,  and  often  only  once. 

In  August,  1852,  I  was  sent  for  in  great  haste  to  vi.sit  Mr.  J. 
II  S., (Age  33  years,  vfho  st^nd-j  six  feet  six  in  his  stockings  ;  who, 
by  the  way,  was  very  fond  of  brandy,)  who  had  just  been  bit  on 
the  inside  of  his  left  heel  by  a  large  rattle  snake, — both 
fangs  had  been  well  inserted  in  the  muscles.  I  treated  him  as 
above  in  36  hours — wounds  sound  and  well.  I  gave  him  in  the 
short  time  alluded  to,  1  quart  brandy  and  14  gallons  whiskey — 
all  without  any  intoxication.  He  waiited  more  and  I  refused  to 
supply  his  wants. 
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The  next  day  Mr.  H.,  his  next  neighbor,  waa  passing  abng  bj 
Mr.  J.  H.  S.,  and  saw  him  with  his  pants  rolled  to  his  knees  and 
barefooted,  wading  round  in  some  weeds  and  grass  feeling  with 
his  feet.  Mr.  H.  &sked  him  if  be  had  lost  anything.  Answer 
— ^no  sir.  What  are  jou  doing  there  then  ?  I  am  huntiog  a 
make.  There  ain't  any  liquor  only  what  Doc.  Thomas  has,  and 
he  wont  let  me  have  any  unless  I  am  snake  bit,  so  I  am  hunting 
one. 


Remarks  bt  Ed. — We  publish  the  above  not  for  any  intrinsic 
Talue  which  it  possesses,  but  because  it  affords  an  interesting  ex- 
ample of  the  strength  of  a  man's  appetite  for  strong  drink  oa 
the  one  hand,  and  a  good  specimen  of  the  imperfect  record  of  facts 
on  the  other.  That  any  human  being  should  have  his  nervous  sys- 
tem so  habituated  to  the  stimulus  of  Alcohol,  that  he  can  take  one 
quart  of  brandy  and  one  and  a  half  gallons  of  whiskey  in  the 
space  of  86  hours,  without  intoxication,  is  only  equalled  by  the 
fact  that  his  appetite  for  the  liquor  should  be  so  strong  as  to  cause 
him  to  deliberately  seek  a  rattle-snake  bite  for  the  sake  of  more 
liquor. 

But  the  facts  connected  with  Dr.  Thomas's  experience  in  the 
treatment  in  snake  bites  are  so  imperfectly  stated  as  to  destroy 
entirely  their  practical  value.  He  reports  uniform  success  with 
the  internal  administration  of  Alcoholic  drinks ;  but  he  omits  tilto- 
gether  to  state,  at  what  stage  in  the  symptoms  of  poisoning  heoom- 
mences  their  use,  or  even  whether  any  general  symptoms  of  actual 
poisoning  had  occurred  at  all.  To  judge  correctly  of  tue  efficacy 
of  any  particular  mode  of  treatment,  it  is  necessary  to  know  the 
symptoms  at  the  time  the  medicine  is  given ;  simply  because  it  is 
well  known  that  many  such  snake  bites  occur  which  result  in  no 
serious  poisoning,  when  no  remedies  whatever  are  used.  This  fact 
alone  renders  the  foregoing  communication,  desitute  as  it  is  of  all 
details,  comparatively  worthless.  We  receive  many  such,  and  our 
present  comments  are  not  so  much  aimed  at  this  particular  paper, 
as  at  the  frequent  practice  of  reporting  observations  in  general 
terms.  The  day  has  gone  by  for  these  loose  generalisations, — 
Science  requin**)  both  fullness  and  accuracy  in  all  her  obeerved 
facts. 
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ART.  Y.—Repor$  of  a  case  of  Scroftilous  Caries  of  the  JJend,  4k$ 
TAigh  Bone,  in  an  Adtdt,  Cured  by  Codliver  Oil  and  Iodine  Pokusium, 
By  J.  R.  Mills,  M.  D.,  Huntington,  Indiana. 

Professor  Davis : — Dear  Sir : — The  following  case  is  one  in 
which  I  have  felt  a  great  interest,  and  I  submit  it  to  your  disposal : 

Mr.  P.  Wire,  aged  23,  scrofulous  diathesis,  was  attacked  about 
the  1st  of  February  last  with  pneumonia,  for  which  he  was  treated 
by  Drs.  H.  and  W.,  of  Lagro,  for  some  two  weeks,  at  which  time 
the  pneumonic  symptoms  subsided ;  during  this  time  he  had  suf- 
fered some  pain  in  the  hip  and  knee,  but  of  not  such  severity  a« 
to  attract  much  attention  until  about  this  time,  when  it  seemed  to 
be  the  whole  difficulty.  But  the  attending  physicians  considered 
it  of  no  moment  or  consequence,  and  Dr.  Sheets,  a  Uriscopeani 
and  Leyman,  an  Alopathist,  (the  two  constituting  a  firm  in  this 
place  for  the  convenience  and  accommodation  of  people  of  differ- 
ent views,)  were  called  to  take  charge  of  the  case.  There  diagno- 
sis was,  ''  weakness  of  the  nerves,"  their  prognosis  unhesitatingly 
favorable.  After  these  professional  ceremonies,  and  a  few  remarks 
on  the  indications  of  the  urine,  the  patient  was  put  upon  the  use 
of  quinine  and  rhubarb — 3  grs.  of  the  former  with  6  of  the  latter 
every  three  hours,  wiih  mustard  to  the  knee.  Such  was  the  treat* 
ment  for  5  or  6  weeks.  During  this  time  they  never  looked  at  the 
bip,  in  fact  never  saw  it  At  this  time,  3d  of  April,  I  i^aw  tba 
patient,  found  the  history  of  the  case  to  be  that  this  pain  hadcoina 
on  during  his  first  skkne-iS,  as  before  stated,  and  treated  as  beforei 
with  a  gradual  increase  of  weakness  His  general  appearance  in- 
dicated great  prostration,  with  profuse  night  sweats,  hectic  flush 
of  the  cheek,  diarrhoea.  The  (Jidea&e<l  limb,  flexed  and  proped  ap 
and  bound  to  the  opposite  one.  to  [reveut  the  shaking  of  the  limb 
as  the  family  walked  over  the  fl'x^r, — ooald  not  bear  the  least  mo- 
tion of  the  knee,  or  the  least  pressure  upon  the  Troeanter  Majofi 
in  the  direction  of  tLe  AceUi-.-iluna  without  extreme  suffering ; 
while  lying  tOA.  Ml  as  2x.vcli  [j.iu  lu  the  knee  as  in  the  bip,  I 
found  the  Natef  vn  t:.e  tS;*:vA  t*  ie  drawn  up,  atjd  tbe  kme  limb 
about  I  of  axk  ;i*t':.  tL*:  1  i.^^rr. 

Such,  in  l^>,f  h  tLe  cv^i.^lvu  in  wLich  I  fooud  tbe  pttieot  oa 
tbe  3d  of  AprJ  ia^et 


808  ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  diagnosis  was  plain  ;  that  of  scrofulous  caries  of  the  thigh 
bone, — it  was  at  least  my  diagnosis.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  nice 
point  to  diagnose  correctly  in  hip  affections,  particularly  between 
this  disease  and  chronic  ulcerations  of  the  cartilage. 

My  prognosis  was  not  difficult,  for  it  has  always  appeared  to  me, 
that  to  diagnose  scrofulous  caries,  vfus  virtually  prognosticating 
the  death  of  the  limb,  if  not  the  patient,  yet  I  will  admit  that 
Drg.  may  be  mistaken, — such  was  the  case  in  this  instince.  so  far 
as  prognosis  was  concerned. 

I  first  directed  my  treatment  for  the  profuse  night  sweats  and 
diarrhoea,  for  some  three  days,  when  I  put  in  a  large  seton,  gave 
him  Codliver  oil  in  teaspoonful  doses  every  6  hours,  and  Iodide 
Potassium  8  grs.  every  6  hours  in  solution — diet,  beef  or  chicken 
tea,  with  perfect  rest. 

April  12th. — I  found  him  much  the  same,  with  less  disposition 
to  sweat,— continued  treatment. 

April  20th. — Patient  much  the  same,  except,  perhaps,  some  bet- 
ter appetite,  diarrhoea  stopped,  some  night  sweats  yet.  Continued 
treatment. 

April  30th. — I  think  some  little  improvement.  The  patient 
docs  not  complain  when  they  walk  the  floor,  can  move  the  ankle 
a  little  without  pain,  appetite  better,  night  sweats  better.  Con- 
tinued treatment. 

May  9th. — I  found  liim  this  morning  evidently  better  in  every 
particular,  can  straighten  the  well  leg  and  support  the  other  alone, 
and  can  give  the  knee  some  lateral  motion,  seton  acts  well,  in 
fine  spirits.     Continued  treatment. 

May  20th.— Patient  much  better,  was  lifted  into  a  chair  yester- 
day, and  sat  up  some  time,  every  symptom  improving. 

May  30th. — Still  improving,  sitting  up  when  helped  out.  Con- 
tinued treatment. 

June  6th. — Patient  hopjing  about  the  chouse  on  crutches,  with 
his  leg  flexed  so  the  toes  just  touch  the  floor. 

June  11th. — Patient  still  improvingr— out  in  the  yard  to-day — 
no  pain  in  the  hip.  except  the  attempt  to  bear  his  weight  upon  the 
limb.  I  have  left  him  on  the  use  of  the  oil.  The  limb  will  al- 
ways be  crooked. 

Huntington,  June  12lh.  1855. 
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AKT.  VI. — Beporl  from  the  Sanitary  Committee,  Appointed  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  Cook  Co.  Medical  Society,  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
April,  1855 — General  Observations — Cleanliness  of  the  City — Gener- 
al Condition  of  the  Good  Health — Cholera,  its  connection  with  tem- 
perature and  humidity — Tubercular  Consumption,  &o.,  &o. 

The  resolution  requiring  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to 
report  monthly  on  the  Sanitary  condition  of  Chicago  and  the  pro- 
gress of  disease  therein,  was  first  adopted  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  this  Society  in  April,  1854.  And  though  its  reports  were  not 
made  with  perfect  regularity,  yet  they  presented  a  connected  his- 
tory of  diseases  in  the  city  during  the  year,  and  seem  to  have  been  of 
sufficient  interest  to  cause  a  renewal  of  the  Committee  for  another 
year.  There  having  been  no  meeting  of  the  Society  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  May,  the  present  report  will  include  two  months,  from 
the  first  of  April  to  the  first  of  June  inclusive. 

Having  been  absent  from  the  city  part  of  this  time,  I  must  re- 
ly more  than  usual  upon  the  observations  of  others,  and  can  only 
speak  in  general  terms  of  the  meteorological  phenomena  of  the 
last  two  months.  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  days  during 
the  third  week  in  April,  the  temperature  has  been  unusually  low, 
so  much  so  as  to  retard  much  the  progress  of  vegetation,  and  cause 
the  spring  to  be  denominated  an  unusally  backward  one.  There 
has  been  less  than  the  average  fall  of  water  during  the  two  months 
and  the  atmosphere  has  been  more  dry  than  usual.  Almost  all 
our  rains,  too,  have  been  followed  by  a  clear,  cold,  and  dry  atmos- 
phere. In  all  these  respects  the  past  tw(5  months  present  a  mark- 
ed variation  from  the  same  period  in  1854.  (See  report  to  this 
Society,  published  in  the  N.  W.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  June, 
1854.) 

In  regard  to  drainage,  cleanliness  of  streets,  and  general  sanitary 
regulations,  the  city  remains  in  substantially  the  same  condition  as 
during  the  two  past  years.  I  cannot  learn  that  the  period  under 
consideration  has  been  marked  by  the  prevalence  of  any  particular 
form  of  disease,  but  on  the  contrary,  all  concur  in  representing 
the  general  health  of  the  city  as  having  been  very  good.  The 
city  sexton  reported  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in  April  to  bj 
105,  and  in  May  90. 
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This,  for  the  latter  month  especially,  presents  a  ratio  of  mortal- 
ity moie  than  50  per  cent,  less  than  for  the  corresponding  month 
last  year,  and  corresponds  closely  with  that  for  May,  1853,  when 
the  city  enjoyed  a  remarkable  degree  of  good  health  during  the  en- 
tire year.  I  have  been  able  to  learn  of  but  one  well  authenticated 
case  of  cholera,  during  the  past  two  months,  and  that  occurred  in 
the  person  of  a  sailor  who  had  come  up  the  Mississippi  River  di- 
rect from  New  Orleans,  and  who  was  attacked  before  he  reached 
the  city.  The  symptoms  were  characteristic  and  strongly  marked, 
and  the  case  proved  speedily  fatal.  The  patient  on  his  arrival  was 
received  into  a  boarding  house  on  Kinzie  st.,  where  he  was  in  con- 
tact with  several  other  persons.  No  other  cases  occurred  at  the 
place  either  then  or  since. 

For  the  facts  in  this  case  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  De  Laskie  Mil- 
ler, under  whose  observation  it  occurred.  It  occurred  on  April  28, 
about  the  same  time  that  the  disease  broke  out  on  boats  crowded 
with  emigrants  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  River ;  and  I  place  it  on 
record  as  an  item  that  may  be  of  importance  hereafter.  The  phi- 
losophical physician,  who  is  ever  searching  for  the  causes  of  disease, 
whether  exciting  or  predisposing,  \n  ill  not  fail  to  compare  the 
months  of  May,  1858-4-6,  with  much  care  and  interest. 

In  every  visible  particular  the  population  and  general  sanitary 
condition  of  our  city  presented  the  same  aspects  during  the  month 
in  each  of  the  years  named.  And  yet  during  the  first  and  the 
last  the  population  of  our  city  enjoyed  unusually  good  health, 
while  during  the  intermediate  one  was  developed  the  beginning  of 
one  of  the  most  severe  epidemics  to  whijh  our  city  has  ever  been 
subjected.  Those  members  of  the  IBociety  who  have  attentively 
noted  the  meteorological  character  of  the  several  seasons  named 
will  not  be  at  a  loss  for  an  adequate  cause  to  explain  the  differ- 
ence. The  observations  made  on  an  extensive  scale  by  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  as  well  as  those  gathered  from  private  soarcea, 
showed  that  the  spring  of  1858  was  characterized  by  an  atmos- 
phere containing  less  than  the  average  amount  of  moisture,  and 
was  throughout  the  country  accompanied  by  a  low  ratio  of  mortal- 
ity. From  personal  observations  concerning  the  condition  of  the 
atmosphere  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1854, 1  was  enabled 
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to  report,  from  time  to  time,  to  this  society,  the  fact  that  the  at- 
mosphere from  early  in  April  to  the  latter  part  of  summer,  con- 
tained more  than  the  ordinary  degree  of  moisture,  often  indeed 
amounting  almost  to  saturation,  and  that  there  was  a  very  close 
relationship  between  the  degree  of  atmospheric  heat  and  moisture 
combined,  and  the  prevalence  of  cholera.  At  the  recent  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  a  very  interesting 
and  elaborate  report  was  made  by  Dr.  S.  B.  Hunt,  of  Buffalo,  on 
the  agency  of  meteorological  changes  in  the  production  of  disease, 
in  which  be  pointed  out  the  same  relationship  as  being  distinctly 
visible  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  that  city  in  the  summer 
of  1854.  I  have  called  attention  to  this  smbject  now,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  upon  any  detailed  investigation,  but  to  excite 
if  possible  a  larger  number  of  members  to  make  daily  memoran- 
dums both  of  atmospheric  conditions  and  the  prevalence  of  disease. 
It  is  as  necessary  to  do  this  during  seasons  of  good  health  as  dur- 
ing those  characterized  by  the  unusual  prevalence  of  disease. 
Otherwise  the  elements  of  comparison  cannot  be  obtained  with 
that  fulness  necessary  to  ensure  accuracy  of  deduction.  Again, 
I  have  stated,  as  an  exception  to  the  general  low  temperature  of 
the  two  past  months,  that  two  or  three  very  warm  days  occurred 
during  the  third  week  in  April.  The  warmest  of  these  days  were 
the  17th  and  18th  of  April,  when  in  this  city  the  mercury  rose 
to  86  degrees  F.  As  near  as  I  have  been  able  to  procure  dates, 
it  was  during  this  and  the  following  week  that  the  cholera  appear- 
ed suddenly  and  fatally  on  several  boats  on  the  upper  MississippL 
Being  absent  from  the  city  at  the  time  I  made  no  note  of  the  atmos- 
pheric moisture  during  that  period.  If  any  member  of  the  Society 
possesses  knowledge  on  that  point,  he  would  confer  a  great  favor  by 
reporting  it. 

Of  the  195  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  city  during  the 
last  two  months,  35,  or  more  than  one  sixth  of  the  whole,  are  re- 
ported to  have  occurred  from  Consumption.  We  thus  see,  here, 
as  almost  everywhere  else  in  Christendom,  the  ravages  of  a  disease 
vhich,  though  accompanied  by  none  of  the  terrors  incident  to  the 
J^aging  pestilence,  yet  annually  carries  more  victims  to  the  grave 
than  cholera  and  yellow  fever  combined.     And  I  allude  to  it  now 
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solely  for  the  purpose  of  earnestly  soliciting  each  member  to  note 
down  the  following  inquiries,  and  carefully  procure  answers  to 
them  in  reference  to  each  case  that  may  come  under  observation 
during  the  coming  six  months  at  least : 

1st.  Are  there  traces  of  hereditary  tubercular  influence  ? 

2d,  At  what  age  did  the  patient  show  symptoms  of  tubercular- 
ization  7 

8d.  Was  the  patient  accustomed  to  eat  fai  meat  of  any  kind 
after  the  age  of  ten  years,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent  7 

4th.  Was  the  patient  accustomed  to  use  alcoholic  drinks,  either 
fermented  or  distilled,  at  any  period  of  life  and  to  any  extent,  and 
if  so,  of  what  kind  7 

5th.  Since  the  full  development  of  the  disease,  has  the  patient 
used  either  alcholic  drinks  or  Cod-Liver  Oil  as  remedies,  and  if  so, 
with  what  effect  ? 

Carefully  elicited  answers  to  these  queries,  obtained  fiom  a 
large  number  of  cases  and  by  different  members  of  the  profession, 
might  lead  to  valuable  deductions. 

Some  of  them  have  been  suggested  by  the  doctrines  inculcated 
in  a  paper  read  before  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  by  Prof.  Charles  Hooker,  of  New  Haven. 
Con. 

The  general  idea  inculcated  by  Dr.  Hooker,  seemed  to  be  thai 
the  tubercular  diathesis  consisted  in  a  defective  assimilation  of 
carbonaceous  matter,  especially  that  in  the  form  of  oils  or  fat  meat 
And  he  made  the  general  statement,  that  persons  who  were  lu 
anywise  disposed  to  scrofulous  or  tuberculous  disease,  and  v}.«» 
did  not  acquire  a  good  relish  for  the  daily  use  of  fat  meat  belt»iv 
the  age  of  fifteen  years,  generally  died  from  consumption  bcfoic 
o5  years.  It  is  also  well  known,  at  the  present  time,  many  appear 
to  regard  the  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  as  more  or  less  eflicacious  iu 
counteracting  the  tendency  to  tubercular  disease.  So  far  as  I  can 
learn,  all  tliese  ideas  in  regard  to  alcohol,  the  oils,  and  other  car- 
bonaceous matters,  are  founded  on  no  definite  or  positive  data,  and 
consequently  are  nothing  more  than  vague  individual  opinions  or 
hypotheses 
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ART.  TIL —  TV  PMtifil^9ffy  of  Faxrs ;  or  obaervatums  critical  and  crptri- 
menial  in  ref^rrrr  t  .'iff  7.  *«n»,  r'xritties^  causes  and  trtattntnt  nf  Fcrtr$. 
By  X.  S.  Dat:s.  M.  D..  Praf,  of  Pathology.  Pnicticu,  and  Clluu-al 
Medicine  in  RaA  M«ii  College  :  member  of  the  Amer.  Med  Assocta* 
don,  kc  y  ^e. 

c^usFfl  o»  TZTESL — {C'>niimied  from  January  ^Tumler.) 
If  after  from  fire  to  ten  hours  fasting,  the  bulb  of  11  dolicntely 
graduated  thermonieter  be  inserted  uiukr  the  tongue,  wilh  the 
mouth  closed  arountl  it  far  ten  minutei^,  and  the  same  thing  re|)0»U 
ed  an  hoar  after  taking  a  fall  meal  of  digestablo  food,  the  toinpor* 
ature  will  be  foand  increased  usually  to  the  extent  of  1"  or  Vh  ; 
I  have  83metime8  found  it  elevated  two  degroos  of  Kitrohh»it. 
It  is  only  a  few  hoars,  indeed,  since  I  had  m\  opportunity  tu  put 
to  the  test  the  correctness  of  this  assertion.  Having  bei*n  com- 
pelled by  professional  engagements,  to  go  without  food  or  drink 
for  18  hours,  I  found  the  temperature,  iudioated  by  the  thertnouj- 
eter,  under  the  tongue  to  be  97^5,  and  an  hour  after  dinii«r, 
with  which  a  single  cup  of  coffee  wus  drank,  the  teui|>erature 
had  risen  to  OO^'S,  being  a  fraction  less  than  two  degrees. 

My  experiments  on  this  subject  have  shown  thut  the  ten)|>eratur«J 
of  the  system  increases  in  proportion  to  the  rapidity  of  digei»lioiJ, 
until  that  process  is  nearly  completed,  when  it  a^ruin  be^';iij«  to  de- 
cline, and  continues  gradually  diminishing  until  it  ri'^^'hc^  the 
minimum  for  the  healthy  individual.  This  ttfl'<^ids  «l  buti^factoiy 
explanation  of  the  fact  which  has  long  been  known,  viz  :  'J'hut 
the  same  individual  will  resist  the  influence  of  Mvore  cold  uiuei^ 
longer  when  frequently  supplied  with  nutritious  foo<J,  ilian  when 
the  supply  is  scanty  or  entirely  cut  off.  This  iiinvuM'  of  ixm- 
perature  during  digestion  may  also  explain  tiie  fa<'t,  Jiow  pretty 
well  established,  that  the  blood  of  the  vcnu  |>orte  it  yvi'vmWy  un 
appreciable  degree  warmer  than  ciiher  the  vri.<>us  or  urtcrijl 
blood  in  other  parts  of  the  system.  Diileroui  cA|n-nuu'.utvi\s  have 
reported  different  results  in  regard  to  the  eonijiiii alive  Uinpei ature 
of  different  internal  organs  and  biructuieh  :  m^n^e  el.uuiiu^  thui 
the  highest  temperature  is  in  the  left  venlriele  of  ll.r  luari,  otb- 
ers  in  the  rights  and  others  a/aiu,  that  it  wjis  iu  thi-  pyloric  ori- 
fice of  the  stomach,  the  mesentery,  and   the  vt  na  poiie. 

40 
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May  not  most  of  these  diverse  results  have  been  owing  to  the 
experiments  having  been  performed  at  different  periods  of  time 
after  the  taking  of  food? 

The  facts  here  developed  in  reference  to  the  influence  of  diges- 
tion on  the  temperature  of  the  system,  fully  explain  the  reason 
why  long  fasting  or  insufficient  food  so  greatly  increases  the  ten- 
dency to  disease  among  bodies  of  men  exposed  to  low  temperature, 
while  others  exposed  to  the  same  degree  of  cold,  but  well  fed, 
fluflfor  very  little,  or  none  at  all.  Experience  long  since  dem- 
onstrated the  fact  that  in  highly  malarious  districts,  those  who  go 
oat  into  the  fields  in  the  moxmng  fastings  are  much  more  liable  to 
an  attack  of  ague,  or  malarious  disease,  than  those  who,  though 
they  go  out  at  an  hour  equally  early,  uniformly  take  their  break- 
fast first.  The  experiments  which  show  that  after  the  long  fast  of 
the  night  the  temperature  of  the  body  is  from  one  to  two  degrees 
lower  than  after  breakfast,airord  a  satisfactory  explanation,inasmuch 
as  the  organic  actions  and  vital  forces  may  be  regarded  as  suffer- 
ing the  same  depression  as  the  temperature.  Another  mode  by 
which  insufficient  nourishment  acts  as  a  cause  of  general  fever,  is 
by  its  alteration  of  the  primnry  structures,  and  consequently  also 
of  the  elementary  properties  with  which  these  structures  are  en- 
dowed. As  all  the  tissues  are  constantly  undergoing  change,  the 
first  effect  of  insufficient  supply  of  nourishment,  is  to  destroy  the 
equilibrium  between  the  nutrition  and  disintegration.  The  latter 
predominating,  causes  one  set  of  particles  to  be  removed  more 
rapidly  than  new  ones  are  furnished  to  fill  their  places,  thereby 
rendering  the  very  organization  of  the  tissue  defective,  an  1  lessen- 
ing what  I  have  styled  its  tonicity.  Again,  the  same  defective 
supply  of  nourishment  by  altering  the  relative  proportion  of  the 
nutritive  constituents,  of  the  blood,  would  alter  in  some  degree  al- 
so the  mental  affinity  between  the  blood  and  the  several  structures 
of  the  body.  This  altered  affinity  or  relation  of  the  bJood  to  the 
primary  structures,combine8  with  the  impairment  of  textures,  to  in* 
dace,not  the  sudden  developement  of  active  febrile  or  other  morbid 
phenomena,  but  the  gradual  depression  and  final  failure  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  animal  economy.  Thus  the  mind  becomes  inactive 
and  desponding ;  the  muscular  action  weak  and  inefficient ;  the 
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capillary  circulation  enfeebled;  and  the  secretions  diminished. 
This  state  is  often  seen  in  what  is  stjled  the  forming  sta^  of 
Tjphoid  Fever,  especial! j  among  immigrants,  and  the  poorer  claaa- 
es  in  large  cities;  and  may  continue  firom  one  to  three  weeks 
before  the  more  decided  febrile  phenomena  are  developed.  That 
defective  nutritive  material  in  the  blood  and  consequent  alteration 
of  the  relative  pioportion  of  its  constituents  is  capable  of  altering 
the  mutual  action  between  the  blood  and  the  secretive  structures, 
is  plainly  shown  in  the  eflfects  of  excessive  losses  of  blood.  When 
a  considerable  quantity  of  blood  is  lost,  a  rapid  absorption  of  water 
replaces  the  requisite  bulk  in  the  vessels,  but  leaves  the  relative 
proportion  of  solid  constituents  diminished  for  a  much  longer  time. 
Patients  in  such  a  condition  often  exhibit  not  merely  muscular 
weakness,  coupled  with  nervous  susceptibility,  but  they  exhibit 
equal  impairment  of  all  the  secretory  processes.  We  find  defi- 
cient  moisture  in  the  mouth,  torpid  bowels,  scanty  urine,  dry  skin, 
and  sometimes  so  much  inaction  in  the  liver  as  to  allow  the  color* 
ing  matter  of  bile  to  render  the  patient  jaundiced  over  the  whole 
surface;  and  all  our  efforts  to  remove  these  defects  in  secretory  ac- 
tion fail,  until  the  natural  proportion  of  the  nutritive  constitueats 
of  the  blood  is  restored. 

It  is  not  probable  that  decided  febrile  action  often  arises  from 
the  direct  influence  of  deficient  nourishment*  But  when  such 
deficiency  has  induced  that  impairment  of  tonicity  and  vital  aflbi* 
ity  already  described,  the  consequent  failure  of  the  secretory  func- 
tions generally  soon  result  in  the  accumulation  of  an  excess  of 
efiete  matter  in  the  system,  which,  acting  upon  the  previously  im« 
paired  organic  properties,  rapidly  induce  those  perverted  actions 
which  constitute  the  common  phenomena  of  the  lower  grades  of 
fever.  In  practice,  we  seldom  find  deficient  nourishment  acting 
(doney  as  a  cause  of  disease.  It  is  almost  always  associated,  either 
with  excessive  exercise,  defective  clothing,  or  impure  air ;  and 
often  with  all  these  combined. 

The  effects  of  prolonged  and  undue  physical  exercise,  are  not 
very  unlike  those  produced  by  deficient  nourishment.  The  exercise 
or  natural  action  of  any  tissue,  is  well  known  to  facilitate  both 
the  circulation  through  and  the  organic  changes  in  the  tissue  it- 
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self.  Hence,  vfhen  such  exercise  is  only  regular  and  moderate  it 
simply  favors  healthy  nutrition  ;  but  when  too  severe  or  too  pro- 
longed it  causes  the  waste  of  matter  from  the  tissue  to  predomi- 
nate  over  that  of  supply  by  nutrition,  and  the  result  is  an  impair- 
ment of  texture  and  functions  with  all  the  more  remote  conse- 
quences previously  described.  And  it  is  well  known  that  muscu- 
lar exercise  may  be  so  prolonged  as  to  entirely  exhaust  the  sus- 
ceptibility of  the  fibre,  and  render  it  incapable  of  further  contrac- 
tion. The  same  is  true  of  the  involuntary  as  well  as  the  volunta- 
ry system  of  muscles.  Thus,  the  animal  long  pursued  in  the 
chase,  not  merely  exhausts  his  voluntary  muscles,  but  sometimes 
drops  dead  from  the  failure  of  susceptibility  and  contraction  in  Uie 
heart  itself.  Soldiers  on  long  and  rapid  marches,  and  in  the 
midst  of  protracted  engagements  on  the  battle-field,  sometimes  die 
from  the  same  cause.  The  danger  of  producing  serious  conse- 
quences from  over  exercise  is  greatly  increased  if  accompanied  by 
mental  depression,  anxiety,  or  fear. 

Much  has  been  written  on  the  Mifid  and  its  alleged  mysterious 
connection  with  the  body,  and  yet  the  influences  of  its  various 
conditions  in  favoring  or- retarding  the  development  and  progress  of 
disease  is  but  imperfectly  appreciated.  All  know  that,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  a  cheerful,  placid,  and  hopeful  condition  of  mind  gives 
rise  to  a  free  circulation,  active  innervation,  and  healthy  nutri- 
tion ;  effects  which  tend  strongly  to  counteract  the  development  of 
morbid  action  in  any  part  of  the  animal  economy.  Hence,  indi- 
viduals enjoying  habitually  these  qualities  of  mind,  are  both  less 
liable  to  attacks  of  disease,  and  more  likely  to  recover  when  at- 
tacked, than  almost  any  other  class.  For  the  same  reason  they 
are  apt  to  live  much  beyond  the  average  duration  of  human  life. 
While  such  are  the  happy  influences  of  cheerfulness  and  hope  on 
the  physical  system,  excessive  hilarity  habitually  indulged  fa- 
vors nervous  excitability,  and  joy  sometimes  excites  the  heart  to 
inordinate  contractions,  inducing  dangerous  congestion  if  not  sud- 
den death.  On  the  other  hand,  despondency,  grief,  and  fear,  di- 
rectly depress  or  lessen  all  the  elementary  properties  and  functions 
of  the  physical  system.  Under  their  influence  the  heart  acts  feebly, 
tlie  capillary  circulation   is   less  active,  respiration  is  slower  and 
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less  full,  while  the  whole  muscular  system  is  relaxed  and  feeble. 
When  these  mental  conditions  are  strongly  marked  and  long  con- 
tinued, they  may  so  far  impair  the  various  functions  of  the  body, 
as  to  develop  a  form  of  slow  nervous  or  typhoid  fever,  without 
the  intervention  of  any  other  cause.  And  they  at  all  times  great- 
ly increase  the  predisposition  or  susceptibility  to  disease.  Thus 
it  is  well  known  that  in  every  season  of  pestilence,  the  timid,  the 
desponding,  and  anxious  ones,  are  far  more  liable  to  an  attack 
than  those  of  an  opposite  mental  temperament ;  and  for  the  same 
reason  they  are  less  likely  to  recover  under^  the  use  of  the  same 
remedial  agents. 

These  influences  of  the  mind  over  the  body  are  no  more  myste- 
rious than  any  of  the  other  phenomena  of  life.  The  brain  uid 
nerve  tissue,  like  all  other  living  organized  matter,  is  endowed 
with  its  own  susceptibility,  and  the  emotions  and  passions  of  the 
mind,  as  well  as  the  outward  objects  acting  through  the  senses, 
are  so  many  exciters  or  agents  capable  of  exerting  as  direct  an  in- 
fluence on  the  properties  of  the  brain,  as  the  air  does  on  the  lungs 
or  the  blood  on  the  heart.  Hence,  pleasant  or  exhilerating  emo- 
tions and  impressions  increase  the  susceptibility  and  tone  of  the  brain 
or  nerve  structure,  in  the  same  manner  that  well  oxygenated  blood 
increases  the  susceptibility  and  contractility  of  the  muscular  struc- 
tures, both  voluntary  and  involuntary.  And  impure  or  deficiently 
oxygenated  blood  does  not  more  certainly  fail  to  maintain  the  nor- 
mal condition  of  the  elementary  properties  of  the  muscular 
structures,  than  do  the  saddening  emotions  and  impressions  of  the 
mind  to  preserve  in  full  force  the  same  properties  of  the  brain. — 
If  this  be  true,  and  we  keep  in  mind  the  physiological  relations  of 
the  brain  and  nervous  centers  to  all  the  movements  which  take 
place  in  the  system,  whether  voluntary  or  involuntary,  we  shall 
find  no  difficulty  in  conceiving  why  an  emotion  or  sensation 
which  directly  depresses  the  elementary  properties  of  the  brain, 
should  also  relax  the  sphincters,  render  the  muscular  system 
feeble  and  agitated,  and  diminish  the  action  of  the  orgnns  both  of 
circulation  and  respiration.  A  knowledge  of  this  subject  is  of 
much  importance  to  the  practicing  physician ;  for  when  rightly 
understood,    the  various  mental  conditions  furnish   as  valuable 
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prophylactic  and  remedial  agents  as  any  of  the  articles  of  the 
Materia  Medica. 

Impure  Air, — The  term,  impure  jiir,  so  generally  urged  as  a 
cause  of  febrile  disease,  is  very  indefinite.  In  its  general  sensei  it 
includes  all  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  characterized  bj  the 
addition  of  anything  to  its  natural  constituents.  It  is  more  con:- 
monly,  re6tricted,however,to  those  conditions  of  the  atmosphere  pro- 
duced by  the  diffusion  in  it  of  the  excrementitious  matters  emana- 
ting from  the  living  animal  body,  and  the  various  products  arising 
from  the  decomposition  of  the  refuse  vegetable  and  animal  matters 
ii?hicli  always  accumulate  more  or  less  in  cities,  and  all  places 
v^rhere  many  persons  are  congregated  on  a  small  space  of  ground. 
The  first  class  of  impurities,  namely,  those  arising  directly  from 
the  living  body,  become  efficient  and  active  as  causes  of  fever 
chiefly  when  concentrated  in  dwellings  and  lodging  rooms,  and  are 
consequently  derived  mostly  from  the  lungs  and  skin. 

The  first,  as  is  well  known,  eliminates  from  eight  to  twelve 
ounces  of  carbon  in  the  form  of  corbonic  acid  gas,  every  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  the  latter  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  ounces  during 
the  same  period  of  time ;  making  the  aggregate  daily  elimination 
from  the  skin  and  lungs  of  a  healthy  adult  more  than  40  oz.  per 
day.  Nearly  all  this  matter  escapes  in  the  form  of  gaases  and 
aqueous  vapor.  It  consists  chiefly  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  aqueous 
vapor,  and  saline  matter ;  but  in  all  cases  there  is  intermixed  a 
sufficient  proportion  of  animal  matter  to  be  capable  of  undergoing 
decomposition  or  putrefaction.  According  to  the  analysis  of  Mr. 
Ancell,  of  London,  the  amount  of  animal  matter  contained  in  the 
elimination  from  the  skin  and  lungs  of  a  healthy  adult  daring  24 
hours,  averages  about  half  an  ounce.  Nearly  all  of  this  is  connect- 
ed with  the  aqueous  vapor  and  saline  matter  which  escapes  through 
the  cutaneous  surface.  Taking  these  data  as  the  basis  of  estimates, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  compute  the  impurity  which  would  be  commu- 
nicated to  any  limited  amount  of  atmospheric  air  by  a  given  num- 
ber of  persons.  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Smith,  of  New- York,  in  an  in- 
teresting report  made  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  in 
May,  1850,  computed  the  amount  thrown  off  by  a  family  of  ten 
idult  persons,  within  their  own  dwelling,  as  follows,  viz  : 
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"^  Let  us  suppose  a  family,  of  which  there  are  hundreds  of  ex- 
amples, consisting  of  ten  adult  persons,  dwelling  in  a  small,  ill- 
ventilated  house,  and  negligent  of  personal  or  domestic  cleanliness ; 
and  further,  that  the  time  seyerally  passed  within  doors  by 
the  ten  individuals,  some  of  whom  are  constantly  at  home,  while 
others  are  temporarily  absent,  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  twelve 
hours  out  of  every  twenty-four.  The  mass  of  effete  matter  thrown 
out  by  the  lungs  and  skin,  by  such  a  family  within  their  dwelling, 
in  one  month,  is  500  lbs.;  in  six  months,  8088  lbs.  4  oz. ;  and  in  one 
year,  6083  lbs.  4  oz.  Though  by  far  the  greater  part  of  these  ex- 
cretions consist  of  carbonic  acid,  water,  and  salts,  yec  the  quan- 
tity of  ejected  animcU  matter  is  not  inconsiderable.  It  amounts  in 
one  month  to  6  lbs.  3  oz. ;  in  six  months  to  87  lbs.  11  oz. ;  uid  in 
one  year  to  76  lbs." 

Again  the  same  writer  says  : — **  Instead  of  a  hypothetical  ex- 
ample, let  us  select  one  which  is  reported  as  actually  existing. — 
*  In  one  of  the  ctd-de-sacs  in  the  town  of  Leeds,  there  are  thirty- 
four  houses,  (described  as  impure  and  ill-ventilated,)  and  in  or- 
dinary times  there  dwell  in  these  houses  340  persons,  or  ten  to 
every  house.  It  is  probable  that  of  the  340  persons  who  ordinari- 
ly occupy  the  thirty-four  houses  some  are  children ;  yet,  though 
this  may  be  true,  the  occasional  itinerant  lodgers  doubtless  make 
the  number  residing  in  each  house  throughout  the  year  equiva- 
lent to  ten  adult  persons.  Now  if  the  cutaneous  and  pulmonary 
excretions  of  one  adult  be  40  oz.  per  day,  then  the  840  adults  dis- 
charge from  the  lungs  and  skin  within  their  dwellings,  in  the  half 
of  one  day,  or  twelve  hours,  (assuming  that  this  is  the  average  of 
the  time  passed  severally  by  the  whole  number  in  their  houses,) 
566  lbs,  8  oz  ,  and  in  the  same  proportions,  in  one  month  17,000 
lbs.;  in  six  months,  103,133  lbs.  4  oz. :  and  in  one  year,  206,- 
83t  lbs.  4  oz.  It  is  said  there  were  removed  from  the  place  in 
which  the  houses  in  question  are  situated,  during  the  days  of  chol- 
era, 75  cart  loads  of  manure — a  quantity,  allowing  each  cartload 
to  weigh  1800  lbs.,  not  equal  to  half  of  the  amount  of  materials 
eliminated  from  the  skin  and  lungs  of  the  840  persons,  within  the 
thirty-four  houses,  in  one  year. 

K  we  now  calculate  the  amount  of  animoZ  matter  cast  out  from 
the  840  persons,  in  the  half  of  each  day,  it  will  be  found  to  b«  7 
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lbs.  1  oz.  ;  and,  in  corresponding  proportions  for  each  day,  in  one 
month,  212  lbs.  5  oz. ;  in  six  months,  1289  lbs,  6  oz. ;  and  in  one 
year,  2585  lbs.  5  oz. ;  this  last  amount  being  more  than  two  cart 
loads,  each  of  the  weight  above  mentioned.'  " 

The  reader  will  easily  perceive  by  these  estimates,  founded  as 
they  are  on  many  carefully  performed  experiments,  that  the  effete 
matters  passed  off  in  the  form  of  foeces  and  urine,  constitute  really 
but  a  minor  part  of  what  is  daily  discharged  from  the  system.  It 
is  true  that  of  the  large  quantity  thrown  out  from  the  skin  and 
lungs,  the  greater  part  is  in  that  gaseous  or  aeriform  state  which 
causes  it  to  become  rapidly  diffused,  in  the  atmosphere,  and  too 
much  diluted  to  produce  evil  consequences.  Still  it  will  be  fully 
apparent,  that  when  houses  are  over  crowded,  or  situated  in  nar- 
row streets,  with  obstructions  to  the  free  circulation  of  air,  or  when 
lodging  rooms  are  small  and  imperfectly  ventilated,  even  the  more 
diffusable  gaseous  exhalations,  such  as  the  carbonic  acid,  are  accu- 
mulated to  a  degree  highly  deleterious  to  health.  But  the  animal 
matter,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  eliminated  in  connection  with 
the  aqeous  vapor  from  the  skin,  is  much  less  likely  to  undergo 
rapid  or  complete  diffusion  in  the  air.  Some  of  it  is  always  re- 
tained in  the  clothing  which  covers  the  body,  and  much  of  that 
which  actually  becomes  diffused  in  the  dwellings  and  lodging 
rooms  along  with  the  vapor,  is  condensed  and  becomes  attached  to 
the  furniture  and  walls  of  the  apartments,  where  it  may  remain 
until  decomposed  or  chemically  changed.  It  is  this  effete  animal 
matter,  more  than  any  other  excrementitious  matter  of  the  system, 
which,  if  not  positively  poisonous  when  eliminated,  is  always  lia- 
ble, when  suffered  to  accumulate,  to  undergo  further  changes,  by 
which  those  virulent  animal  poisons  are  generate  1  that  give  rise 
to  the  more  malignant  forms  of  typhoid  fever,  dysentery,  and  ery- 
sipelas. 

And  it  is  only  on  the  supposition  that  these  poisons,  when  once 
generated,  are  capable  of  becoming  attached  to  the  walls  of  apari- 
nicnts,  and  furniture,  that  we  can  account  for  the  fact  sometimes  ob- 
serveci  of  the  occurrence  of  the  same  disease  in  the  successive  tenants 
of  particular  rooms,  while  others  perhaps  in  the  same  building  aru 
entirely  exempt.  Many  examples  of  this  kind  are  on  record ;  some 
in  which  rooms  made  entirely  vacant  during  several  montlis  after 
typhus  fever  had  occured  in  them,  yet  when  re-occupied,  theaanie 
:lisoase  again  attacked  the  inmates. 
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Proceedings  of  the  A'lscuhipian  Society. 

The  iEsculapian  Society  met  at  the  1st.  Congregational  Church 
in  Marshall,  111.,  on  Wednesday,  the  16th  day  of  June,  1855, 
Dr.  AVashburn  in  the  Chair.  About  forty  members  attended  the 
meeting.  One  of  the  censors  being  absent,  Dr.  Thompson  ^vas 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  reading  of  essays  being  in  order,  Dr.  F.  R.  Payne  read  a 
paper  on  the  Medicinal  properties  and  use  of  Iodine,  which  was 
discussed  at  some  length.  Dr.  Eaton  being  present  was  on  motion 
invited  to  take  a  seat  with  the  members  of  the  society.  The  report 
of  the  censors  being  favorable,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
unanimously  elected  members  of  the  society :  Drs.  W.  D.  Craig 
and  J.  E.  Willet,  of  Georgetown,  111. ;  Dr.  W.  Leachman,  of 
York,  111. ;  and  0.  Q.  Herrick,  of  Midway,  111.  On  Motion  of 
Dr.  F.  R.  Payne— 

Resolved,  That  to  become  a  member  of  this  society,  it  will  be 
required  of  each  applicant  to  read  and  defend  a  medical  thesis  be- 
fore the  society,  and  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  before  the 
board  of  censors.  The  society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  half-past 
one  o'clock  P.  M.     Evening  Session. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Constitution,  By-Laws, 
and  Code  of  Ethics,  reported  through  their  Chairman,  Dr.  York. 
After  some  amendments  the  report  was  adopted,  and  one  thousand 
copies  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  motion  of  Dr.  S.  Thompson. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  Constitution,  By-Laws,  Code  of  Ethics, 
published  and  printed  in  1814,  have  been  corrected  and  revised,  and 
the  new  draught  of  the  Constitution,  By-Laws,  and  Code  of  Ethics 
of  the  National  Medical  Association  now  adopted,  shall  take  the 
place  of  the  old  printed  form ;  but  this  shall  not  abrogate  any 
By-Laws  or  Resolutions  on  the  record  of  this  society. 

41 


322  MEDICAL  ^xws. 

D.  J.  D.  llitchel  reported  a  case  of  complicated  labor,  with 
shoulder  presentation. 

Dr.  Tork  reported  some  interesting  cases  orally.  Dr.  Stormant 
read  an  able  paper  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  Eclampsia. 

The  society  adjourned  to  meet  at  half-past  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 

lYBNINft  SISSION. 

At  night  the  society  met  A  respectful  audience  had  assem- 
bled to  hear  a  public  address.  Dr.  Richmond  was  introduced  and 
entertained  the  company  with  a  very  able  and  interesting  address 
on  the  rise  and  progress  of  medical  science.  He  urged  the  impor- 
tance of  legalizing  dissections,  and  post  mortem  examinations. — 
After  the  address  the  society  continued  in  session. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stormant — 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  society  are  hereby  tendered  to 
Dr.  Richmond  for  his  able  address,  and  that  he  be  requested  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  committee  of  publication  for  the 
use  of  the  society. 

Dr.  Richmond  read  an  essay  on  Morbus  Goxarius.  The  society 
adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

MORNING  SBSSION. 

The  society  met,  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Logan,  Drs.  Hamilton 
and  Washburn  were  added  to  the  publishing  committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Richmond— 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
bill  to  legalize  dissections  in  this  State,  and  secure  to  physicians 
the  privilege  of  importing  subjects  and  dissecting  materials  from 
any  commercial  place  where  they  can  be  legally  obtained,  and  re* 
port  to  this  society  at  its  next  meeting,  whereupon  the  Chair  ap- 
pointed Drs.  Richmond,  Banks  and  Stormant  said  committee. 

Dr.  Hunt  read  a  paper  on  the  use  of  Calomel  in  which  several 
cases  were  reported. 

Dr.  Wa<)hbum  reported  a  case  of  puerperal  convulsions,  Dr. 

Hamilton  reported  a  case  of  inversion  of  uterus.     Dr.  McClui« 

presented  some  very  important  cases  orally.     Dr.  McCord  read  an 

essay  on  **  pneumonia,"   which  elicited  a  very  interesting  practi- 

al  discussion. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  F  R.  Payne,  Dr.  8.  W.  Thompeon  wa^  ap- 
pointeii  to  attend  the  State  Medical  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McCord — 

Besohed,  That  we,  the  members  of  thj{>  society,  are  in  favor  of 
the  prohibitory  liquor  bill  as  presented  to  the  voters  of  this  state, 
believing  that  if  it  is  adopted  by  the  paople,  it  will  add  to  their 
health,  longevity  and  morals.  After  an  animated  debate  the  res- 
olutions passed.  Society  then  adioar^'^''^  '-  ^'^pt.  ?x  half-past  one 
o'clock  P.  M. 

The  following  ge!itl»-jii  wn  .:  appointed  to  read  essays  at  the 
next  meeting.  Drs.  J.  Ten  Brook,  W,  D.  Craig,  L.  C.  Churchill, 
A.  W.  McClure,  H.  W.  Davis,  H.  R.  Payne,  and  Maxwell. 

On  motion,  Dr.  D.  W.  Stormant  was  appointed  to  deliver  the 
next  public  address. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McClure — 

Resolved,  That  we  will  patronize  as  far  as  possible  those  drug- 
gists who  do  not  engage  in  the  sale  of  patent  medicines. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hamilton — 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  socity  are  tendered  to  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Congregational  Church  for  the  use  of  their  house  during 
the  session  of  the  society. 

On  motion — 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  proceed* 
ings  of  this  meeting  to  the  Editors  of  Paris  and  Marshall  papers, 
Greenup  Tribune,  North- Westefb  Medical  Journal,  and  Yincen- 
nes  Gazette,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  publish  the  same. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Charleston  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  November  next. 

T.  D.  WASHBURN,  M.  D.,  President. 

P.  R.  Patkb,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
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Rrport  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  on  the  Epidemic  Yellow  Percr  of 
1853,  Published  by  Authority  of  the  City  Council  of  New  Orleans. 

The  fearful  epidemic  of  1853  throughout  the  South,  and  es- 
pecially in  the  ill-fated  city  of  New  Orleans,  is  still  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  our  readers.  Its  victims,  many  of  them  at  least,  were 
closely  endeared  to  Northern  hearts  and  Northern  homes — too 
much  so  indeed  to  be  soon  forgotten. 

During  the  summer,  while  the  epidemic  was  raging  witli  an«> 
parallelled  violence,  invading  the  most  salubrious  localities,  and 
selecting  its  subjects  from  all  classes  of  society,  the  attention  of 
the  city  was  thoroughly  aroused  to  its  sanitary  condition.  The 
Board  of  Health  appointed  the  Hon.  A.  D.  Grossman  Mayor  of 
the  city,  Drs.  E.  H.  Barton,  A.  F.  Axson,  S.  D.  McNeil,  J.  C. 
Simonds  and  J.  L.  Riddell,to  constitute  a  Commission,  with  instrac* 
tions — 

''  1st.  To  inquire  into  the  origin  and  mode  of  transmission  or 
propagation  of  the  late  epidemic  yellow  fever. 

2d.  To  inquire  into  the  subject  of  sewerage  and  common  drains, 
their  adaptability  to  the  situatioK  of  the  city,  and  their  inflnence 
on  health. 

8d.  To  inquire  into  the  subject  of  quarantine,  its  uses  and 
applicability  here,  and  its  influence  in  protecting  the  city  from 
epidemics  and  contagious  maladies,  and 

4th.  To  make  a  thorough  examination  into  the  sanitary  cimdi- 
tion  of  the  city,  into  all  causes  influencing  it  in  present  and  pre- 
vious years,  and  to  suggest  the  requisite  sanitary  measures  to  re- 
move or  prevent  them,  and  into  the  causes  of  yellow  fever  in  ports 
and  other  localities  having  intercourse  with  New  Orleans." 

From  a  carefully  kept  meteorological  table,  the  following  propo* 
itions  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission,  demonstrated  : 

1.  What  are  the  several  meteorological  conditions  of  yelbw  fever 
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find  cholera  at  the  comtnen'>  ■  .  - '   :  ^x.mum  ialewitT  MMldk^liiH 
ation  of  these  two  diso:iso<  w..  n  o  v  -:::*4    n  tbx^ir  epxleaac  gfude^ 

2.  In  comparison,  it  shows  tl.*:  o.  .^lera  exists  in  ii  grMler  nUB^ 
of  temperature  and  humility  ilian  yellow  fever. 

3.  That  these  diversities  constitute  the  pabulum  for  its  suppoorl, 
so  far  as  the  mere  climatic  condition  is  concerned, 

4  That  a  higher  solar  radiation  and  atmospheric  preaauro  eJ(ist» 
during  yellow  fever  periods  than  during  cholera.  Although  tho 
atmospheric  pressure  under  which  these  two  diseases  prevail  ar© 
shown  bj  this  average  table  to  bo  about  the  same,  the  t)aromelar 
continuing  at  a  permanently  higher  grade,  more  regularly  and 
constantly  in  yellow  fever  than  in  cholera,  yet  in  thin  latter  tho 
fluctuations  are  much  greater;  indeed,  it  ia  ao  under  all  its  oliroatio 
relations,  as  is  abundantly  shown  in  the  largo  detailed  tabla,  too 
extensive  for  this  summary,  of  which  this  is  a  very  oondan«ed 
abstract. 

5.  That  for  the  existence  of  yellow  fever  a  higher  range  of  tero* 
perature  and  of  dew  point  for  it»  commencement  and  maximum 
intensity,  and  that  a  declension  of  the  former  (temp.)  to  leiw  than 
70**,  and  the  latter  Mew  point)  to  near  00'%  put*  a  spee<ly  end  to 
its  epidemic  existence. 

6.  That  a  lar;:'rr  ^  v'ir,t;:y  of  t^Ih  ui^iially  fall$,  on  an  av«rag»^ 
during  the  cxis:*:*%r  f.f  T'r,.'.w  f(:v<fr  than  diifing  e\ufli!f%* 

7.  The  "  drr-Lz  j/^-r^r' '  ig  ibVfe  n^ruKl^  dtirini}  eb^kra  iliM 
during  yell 'J  w  fti^r 

8.  The  arerart  C'.'V.iV.  -,5  ^;  v.v..-?  3*"'f^  t^^  fc««  fc*** 
58  33  days.  *i4-  lu*^  ;.v-iv;  •,•  ,:<  ,•  v^ '  -a  '>/;r43*».i#^  mu,U  0t4 
average  .zn^^JL  'A  tu. .> *i. ;  it  v^/f.  k.'  'A  -:t/t.  MfA  U$^  yiffM 
incTeafiii.2- 

The  iii: --TT  jiri*  -u*  *»*  /^  v.'r  ^\i'j',\  '/  -n/^ntifwi/A  ^  V^^^V^ 
gat:::€k  cf  OH:  ^,'.w\\  .k  rti^  </r   .     ..k'.   .v  */*•    /./j*'/i  ^,  it^.Jt^^i 

crisra: 

TiaJ -Uier*- «-• .;•  •  ---  -*  .?<  -^  .-<  ^r*«^  ^^ft/^*.,  ^^^^-f  Y^y\^ 
'-ariw5i*f*.i*  v)i 'y  •;.;   «.  f,,      .    .  .  .^^ .    V .  r^^y^^^^  y,  v^ 
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the  lefiult  of  physical  causes,  and  which  it  loses  as  soon  as  those 
causes  are  changed  or  disappear. 

The  second  inquiry  was  committed  to  Dr.  Biddell.  This  por- 
tion of  the  report  is  of  very  great  local  interest,  but  would  inter- 
est but  few  of  our  readers,  except  those  living  in  our  larger  cities. 
From  our  knowledge  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  plan  recommended  by  Prof.  B.,  if  carried  oat, 
would  do  much  towards  securing  for  the  city  at  least  a  partial  ex- 
emption from  the  epidemics  which  have  so  often  swept  over  it,  and 
which  have  carried  away  so  many  of  its  most  active  and  enterpris- 
ing citizens. 

Dr.  Simonds  was  charged  with  the  third  inquiry,  embracing 
the  subject  of  quarantine.  We  think  a  more  careful  analysis  of 
the  facts  presented  by  the  correspondence  should  have  been  made 
in  reference  to  this  subject.  The  writer  of  this  portion  of  the 
report  seems  to  believe  in  the  contagiousness  of  yellow  fever,  al- 
though his  language  is  rather  indefinite — ^perhaps  we  should  say 
cautious.  He  holds  the  following  language,  however,  in  reference 
Ot  the  propriety  of  quarantine  : 

As  regards  the  propriety  of  quarantine,  the  Commission  are 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  a  quarantine  should  be  established. 
Even  if  of  no  use  as  to  yellow  fever,  it  will  serve  to  keep  out 
other  diseases,  equally,  if  not  more,  deleterious  to  our  city  and  its 
inhabitants.  It  may  prevent  the  introduction  of  diseases  known 
and  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  contagious  or  infectious.  It  will 
prevent  the  introduction  of  moribund  emigrants,  and  thus  by  dimin- 
ishing the  number  of  interments  in  our  city,  enable  us  to  ascertain 
more  certainly  its  degree  of  salubrity — which  cannot  be  done  at 
present,  on  account  of  the  disturbing  influence  thereof.  It  will 
require  all  vessels  to  arrive  in   a  cleanly  condition,  and  oonae- 

Suently,  by  compelling  the  officers  to  keep  their  vessels  clean 
uring  the  whole  voyage,  extend  its  beneficial  effects  for  weeks 
anterior  to  their  arrivsJ,  and  therefore,  conduce  to  the  comfortand 
salubrity  of  those  passengers  whose  circumstances  are  such  that 
they  cannot  protect  themselves  nor  enforce  those  requirements 
which  are  necessary. 

The  section  of  the  report  by  Dr.  Edward  H.  Barton  occupies 
the  larger  portion  of  the  volume.  We  have  not  time  to  enter 
*nto  an  analysis  of  it,   and   if  we  had  we  do  not  know  that  wa 
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could  give  as  correct  an  idea  of  its  contents  as  will  be  gathered 
from  the  following  resame  : 

1st.  That  the  insalabritj  of  New  Orleans,  which  has  now  con- 
tinued for  80  many  years — with  some  remarkable  exceptions — is 
not  natural  to  her,  or  necessarily  incidental  to  her  position ;  that 
it  is  the  cause  of  the  high  price  of  everything,  and  the  direct 
means  of  retarding  her  progress  to  prosperity,  and  which  will  con- 
tinue to  exist  until  effective  measures  are  taken  to  remove  it 

2d.  That  the  direct  and  inevitable  change  of  climate  alone,  is 
not  the  sole  cause  of  the  mortality  of  immigrants,  but  the  union 
of  the  climatic  with  the  terrene  conditions  under  different  circum' 
stances^  were  the  efficient  agents  in  the  destructive  influence  on 
each  class  of  people  as  pointed  out  according  to  nativity  ;  that 
man  cannot  become  acclimated  to  the  second  cause,  or  terrene 
(filthy  etc.)  anywhere,  and  that  the  acclimation  to  our  first  cause 
(or  atmospheric)  would  be  trifling,  if  the  conditions  constituting  it 
^ere  so  modified,  as  was  clearly  shown  to  be,  in  our  power. 

3d.  We  have  endeavored  to  prove  what  were  the  covstitubhts 
of  the  epidemic  yellow  fever  ot  1853,  that  they  consisted  of  cer- 
tain atmospheric  and  terrene  combinations ;  that  these  causes,  so 
far  as  we  had  the  means  of  ascertaining,  were  confined  to  the 
limits  of  the  fever  district;  that  it  began  with  these  causes  and 
ended  with  them,  throoghont  the  limits  of  the  epidemic  region, 
and  that  when  these  ceased,  so  terminated  its  influence  on  mao. 

4th.  That  one  of  these  eaoses  (the  atmoispheric)  is  more  or  less 
present  here  every  summer,  and  that  when  we  second  (or  terrene) 
exists  in  sufficient  amount,  an  epidemie  is  the  eertain  result,  so 
faras  near  sixty  years'  experience  will  go  to  prove  it;  that  this 
terrene  cciDditi<A  is  jmaiiAj  composed  of  txXemirt  distiirbaaiees^ 
or  nptoming  or  exposure  of  tL«  w\'^ia\  mil  of  the  eoontry;  thai 
without  this  there  las  U^mt  ufy  ^ucn  ^i/Aewk,  aith^/0|(b  \Mmem 
the  oedUTenee  <d  wote  of  tLeu  k^jr  perv/ls  Lave  elapsed ;  ai^l 
that  its  ravages  or  m^.j^LAj  a;  pear^  vj  have  Uen  pretty  mmm^  m 
proportion  to  tlie  extuut  <^  uatx  c^'^r^/u^je. 

5th.  That  far  vje  exjir.^x««;  'A  a^  i-ffuUtm/:  a  #44r  ycr^nA^u^ 
atmospheric  caaae  bd./  ^jut  vf  va  ^tiM^.*.x*.  «  »«^«um/U  m^  iyft^Utn* 
ie  disease  eanttoi  ^  ttnf^^i^A  ^^'*  *-!•*'»  m  %  v^u/y/^tf  ')>!*#*« 
cannot  depetpd  irpv&t  a  if^i^^^  *Mi0$A  iw  ;U  *-/ ii^A^M/k  Vv4  m^vM 
derive  its  unal.-iies  fiva  a  «>^a  t«.  v  a  «^«'^ia.a  ji^»*v  U  r«#  te 
cooBeffmtiii^j  u^  a  ^Mxu^ivut  c^^km- 

of  which  frmxzs.  *t'^'/^*^^,  i**u  \    ^  y    - 
contagiom 'mt^t    w- /   'i^*    */.k^'^^-   -/ 
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(filth  of  all  kindS}  and  decomposing  materials)  ^ith  a  lesser  degrees 
or  mtensity  of  the  first  or  atmospheric  constituent,  were  essential. 

7th.  That  when  these  causes  did  not  exist  in  a  sufiiciently  high 
degree  to  produce  yellow  fever,  internjitteut,  remittent,  bilious,  or 
other  periodic  fevers  were  the  result,  demonstrating  by  the  clear- 
est analogy  that  they  proceeded  from  the  same  cause,  and  that  thev 
differed  only  in  degree  and  intensity,  a  major  amount  of  the  very 
same  materials  being  required  to  produce  yellow  fever,  as  a  minor 
one  does  for  bilious  or  periodic  fevers. 

8th.  That  all  these  fevers  are  produced  from  local  causes,  more 
or  less  extensive,  and  that  the  fevers,  the  result  of  these,  wen* 
limited  to  these  bounds,  that  these  causes  are  Well  understood,  and 
were  extensively  pointed  out  in  detail,  and  wherever  the  epidemic 
extended^  there  were  cavses  to  localize  iL  that  where  these  did 
not  exist,  the  cases  of  the  epidemic  conveyed  there  did  not  extend, 
and  that  consequently,  that  all  these  fevers  arising  from  bad  air, 
are  no  more  contagious  or  infectious  the  one  than  the  other,  the 
liability  to  them  is  limited  to  the  bad  or  Infected  air  and  personal 
susceptibility;  and  finally,  that  these  are  of  the  greatest  import- 
€tnce  in  their  practical  bearing  on  sanitajy  measures.     And, 

9th.  That  the  temporary  epidemic  cholera,  which  occurred  here 
early  in  December,  it  was  shown,  depended  also  upon  two  condi- 
tions, an  atmospheric  and  a  terrene  ;  that  the  first  of  these  was 
different  from  that  required  to  produce  epidemic  yellow  fever, 
although  the  second  was  believed  to  be  the  same. 

From  all  which  the  following  corollaries  were  deduceil ;  viz  : 

Ist.  That  an  epidemic  yellow  fever  in  New  Orleans,  if  produced 
by  the  causes  stated  in  our  third  proposition,  as  believed,  being 
known,  is  controlable,  that  is,  preventable. 

2d.  That  an  endemic  yellow  fever,  arising  from  the  same  or 
equivalent  causes,  as  above,  although  in  a  lesser  degree,  can  also 
be  mainly,  if  not  entirely  controlled. 

8d.  That  the  causes  of  bilious  or  periodic  fevers  being  known 
also,  to  arise  from  a  smaller  amount,  or  more  diluted  condition  of 
the  same  circumstances,  although  more  general  and  extensive,  and 
more  dependent  on  personal  hygiene,  it  is  in  the  power,  as  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  civil  authorities  to  mitigate,  if  they  cannot  entirely 
control  them;  and  finally  : 

4th.  That  it  was  demonstrated,  that  by  the  proper  application 
of  curative  measures,  by  the  establishment  of  proper  sanitary  laws 
and  police  ordinances,  rigidly  enforced  and  effectually  carried  out, 
New  Orleans  can  be  made  as  healthy  us  any  city  in  America : 
and  that  it  was  not  only  the  interest  of  the  city  to  accomplish  these 
important  purposes, — but  that — 

5th.  A  penalty  could  he   as  Uiuch  enforced  upon  the  civil  aUth- 
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orities  for  neglecting  the  removal  of  conditions  subversive  of  health 
and  life,  as  for  any  purpose  for  which  society  was  formed. 

The  Commission  have  spared  no  pains  to  do  justice  to  the  subject 
committed  to  their  investigation.  Circulars  were  sent  to  all  per- 
sons whose  opportunities  of  observation  rendered  it  desirable  to 
have  their  opinions  on  the  questiones  vexatce  connected  with  the 
epidemic. 

The  report,  both  in  its  manner  and  its  matter,  does  credit  to  tho 
Commission,  and  constitutes  a  valuable  addition  to  our  medical 
literature.  J. 


Kekds,  Duties  and  Privileges  of  the  Medical  Profession.  By  John  Mo- 
Call,  M.  D.,  Utica,  N.  Y: 

Introductobt  Lecture  to  the  Class  of  1 855,  of  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Missouri.  By  J.  R  Allen,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obste- 
tries  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Yalidictort  Address  to  the  Graduates  of  the  same  Class.  By  Pay  ton 
Spencer,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Comparative  Anatomy. 

Analysis  of  Blandon  Springs.  By  Professors  J.  L.  and  W.  P.  Riddell, 
of  the  University  of  La.,  and  Prof  R.  T.  Brumsby,  of  the  University 
of  Alabama. 

Thibtt-Eiuhth  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Relief 
of  Persons  Deprived  of  the  use  of  their  Reason.     Philadelphia,  1855. 

Txi  first  of  these  pamphlets,  whoso  titles  are  given  above,  is  a 
miscellaneous  essay  on  physics  and  metaphysics,  morals  and  reli- 
gion, as  connected  with  medicine. 

The  author  thinks  that  ^*  Something  more  of  Positivity  is 
needed  in  respect  to  the  brain  and  nervous  tissues" — an  opin- 
ion in  which  all,  no  doubt,  will  coincide.  He  has  evidently  studied 
the  French  philosophy — is  a  great  admirer  of  Mens.  Auguste 
Comte,  almost  worships  Gall,  Spursheim  and  Combe,  and  is  a  firm 
believer  in  the  mental  and  physical  degeneracy  of  the  present  age. 
It  is  diflUcult  to  say  what  the  author  really  thinks  or  believes  in 
reference  to  our  needs,  duties  and  privileges.  Tho  essay,  however, 
contains  many  excellent  sentiments  and  some  valuable  facts,  which 
it  would  be  well  for  the  younger  members  of  the  profession  to. re- 
member. 

42 


£80  B«OK  NUTIOHS. 

The  address  of  Prof.  Allen  has  for  its  theme — Man  as  the  sab- 
ject  ofMedical  Administration.  The  style  and  manner  is  good,  and 
the  matter  excellent.  We  cannot  forbear  giving  the  following 
closing  paragraphs,  which  contain  the  author's  ideas  of  the  pro- 
yince  of  medicine. 

''  What  then  does  the  contemplation  of  man  in  his  medical  re- 
lations, if  I  may  so  express  it,  involve  ? 

It  embraces,  as  we  have  said,  an  inquiry  into  his  whole  consti- 
tution, physical,  vital,  intellectual  and  moral. 

It  should  view  him  in  every  relation  into  which  this  compound 
nature  may  bring  him — it  estimates  the  results  of  their  action  and 
reactions,  in  numbers  yet  uncounted,  in  variety  and  modes  of  ao* 
tion,  in  health  and  disease,  uncalculated. 

It  includes  the  observation  of  disease  in  all  its  manifestations ; 
a  proper  appreciation  of  the  uniting  sympathies  of  a  complicated 
and  heterogeneous,  yet  harmonizing,  whole — it  duly  weighs  the 
recuperative  powers  of  the  system ;  properly  estimates  the  auxilia- 
ry powers  of  art,  and  decides  upon  the  time  to  interfere — ^the  re- 
medial agents  to  be  used,  and  the  point  at  which  we  should  forbear. 

Who  then  is  equal  to  the  task?  Certainly  no  one  fully.  Our 
faculties  are  limited.  All  we  can  do  is  to  bring  every  light  of 
science  to  converge  upon  the  subject,  all  the  maxims  of  experienee 
to  bear  upon  each  ease,  to  invoke  the  combined  indications  of  all 
appreciable  surrounding  circumstances,  and  upon  bases  thus  derived 
erect  the  indications  of  cure — ^and  then  to  select  from  the  vast  re- 
sources, of  the  materia  medica  and  other  sources  such  remedies  as 
are  presumed  from  a  knowledge  of  their  action,  best  to  fulfill  the 
end  proposed ;  then  leave  results  to  a  higher  power  than  our  own. 

Thus,  and  thus  alone,  can  we  fulfill  the  implied  vows  which  we 
take  in  entering  the  profession,  and  thus,  and  thus  alone,  will  we, 
as  enlightened  and  honest  practitioners,  secure  the  only  applause 
of  true  value,  that  of  heaven  and  our  own." 

The  Valedictory  Address  by  Prof  Spence,  is  devoted  to  a  con- 
sideration of  the  laws  of  life  and  health  as  developed  by  mortuary 
and  statistical  tables.  He  concludes  that  in  some  sections  of  our 
country  and  in  England  the  average  duration  of  human  life  has 
rapidly  decreased  in  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years.  This  has  been 
caused  mainly  by  the  increased  mortality  among  children.  The 
style  and  views  of  the  author  may  be  gathered  in  part  from  the  fol- 
lowing extracts : 

''God  does  not  take  little  children  from  our  midst  because  they  are 
too  pure  for  earth ;  for  by  purity  alone  can  this  temple  ever  be  pa- 
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rilnd.  Nor  does  he  take  them  because  fathers  and  mothers  «re  too 
fond  of  them  ;  for  parent  and  child  are  magnets  of  his  own  won- 
droos  makine,  that  most  ever  be  drawn  to  each  other  by  a  natural 
law,  which  death  itself  cannot  repeal ;  though  death  may  test  its 
strength,  and  draw  out  the  sympathies  of  the  living  in  that  stranse, 
bewildering,  agonizing  search  of  the  kindred  spirit  that  has  de- 
parted—of the  little  magnet  soul  that  still  attracts — ^but  whence, 
or  how,  or  whither,  the  bereaved  heart  knows  not,  but  only  feels 
its  tendrils  radiating  and  stretching  out  into  that  deep,  dark  void 
of  unfathomable  mystery — the  home  of  the  spirit. 

But  children  die,  because  fathers  and  mothers,  the  proximate 
and  remote  progenitors  have  sowed  the  seeds  of  premature  death 
in  their  systems,  and  because  fathers  and  mothers  and  society  have 
not  placed  them  under  good  hygienic  conditions,  and  fed,  clothed, 
and  watered  them  in  obedience  to  the  demands  of  health.  If  Grod 
sows,  he  will  most  assuredly  reap.  ]l^ut  there  is  no  truth  more 
evident  than  this,  that  the  harvest  of  death  among  children  may 
be  and  should  be  diminished  by  properly  directing  human  efforts.'' 

The  last  part  of  the  address  proposes  the  remedies  for  the  evils, 
irhich  are,  according  to  the  writer — 

First  The  awaking  in  the  public  mind  of  a  deep  and  perma- 
nent interest  on  the  subject  of  hygiene  and  medicine. 

Secondly.  The  diffusion  of  more  perfect  knowledge  concerning 
the  laws  of  health,  and  the  relations  of  the  living  organism  to  the 
external  world.  The  proposed  results  of  this  is  the  prevention  of 
a  large  number  of  diseases,  and  the  consequent  saving  of  many 
liTes. 

The  analyses  of  Professors  Biddell  and  of  Prof.  Brumsby,  show 
that  the  Blandon  springs  are  alkaline  and  alkaline  sulphuretted. 
They  have  been  a  favorite  resort  during  the  summer  months,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  may  have  a  happy  influence  in 
establishing  the  secretions  which  become  so  often  arrested  by  the 
malarious  influences  of  the  region  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  report  on  the  state  of  the  Asylum  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons of  unsound  mind,  shows  the  institution  to  be  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  During  the  year  ending  the  first  of  April,there  were  ad- 
mitted, forty-two ;  remaining  on  hand  April  1st.,  1854,  fifty-seven 
— making  in  all  ninety-nine  patients  during  the  year.  Discharged 
or  died,  forty  ;  remaining  April  1st.,  1855,  fifty-nine. 

Of  the  forty  discharged,  seventeen  were  restored,  three  mi}<^^ 
improved,  seven  stationary,  eight  died. 
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Of  the  fiftj-nine  remaining,  there  are  restored,  three;  maeh 
improved,  two ;  improved,  fifteen  ;  stationary,  thirty-nine. 

The  provisions  of  the  present  age  for'^the  cure  and  treatment  of 
the  insane  are  comparatively  good,  but  not  equal  to  the  wants  of 
this  unfortunate  class  of  community.  All  of  our  Asylums  are 
crowded.  In  our  own  State  of  Illinois  there  is  an  urgent  demand 
for  increased  accommodations,  and  we  are  glad  to  know  that  at  the 
last  meeting  of  our  State  Society,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
memorialize  the  Legislature  on  that  subject,  and  also  upon  the 
question  of  making  some  provision  for  Idiots.  J. 


A  Practical  Tre^ise  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Air  Passages.  By  S. 
D.  Gross,  M.  D  ,  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Louisville, 
etc.,  etc.,  with  illastrations.     Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea.  1854. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Gross  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  statistical 
surgery.  The  author  has  carefully  analyzed  the  cases  that  have 
been  reported  from  time  to  time  in  the  public  journals,  and  in  ad- 
dition has  reported  about  fifty  original  cases.  Bronchotomy  is  re- 
commended as  the  only  reliable  means  of  removing  the  foreign 
body.  This  should  be  resorted  to  as  early  as  possible,  unless  con- 
tra-indicated by  special  conditions.  We  have  no  doubt  in  our  own 
mind  but  that  this  operation  often  fails  from  having  been  delayed 
until  the  inflammation  of  the  air  passages  has  become  too  exten- 
sive to  admit  of  recovery.  We  think  this  is  the  reason  why  tra- 
cheotomy for  cj:oup  has  so  often  been  followed  by  unfavorable  re- 
sults. The  work  is  valuable  for  reference,  and  is  well  worthy  of 
a  place  in  the  library  of  every  physician  and  surgeon.  J. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  pecaliar  to  Woman,  illostrated  by 
cases  derived  from  Hospital  and  Private  Practice.  By  Samuel  'Ash- 
WEix,  M  D.,  etc.  Third  American  from  the  third  and  revised  LondoQ 
edition.     Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.    1855. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Ashwell  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Ameri- 
can public  for  some  years,  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  do  more 
than  to  announce  its  re-issue  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Blanchard 
&  Lea.  We  consider  it  one  of  the  best  works  on  that  subject, 
and  BO  we  presume  do  our  readers,  at  least  that  portion  of  them 
to  whom  its  pages  are  familiar.  To  those  unacquainted  with  it, 
our  advice  is,  buy  it  and  rbad  it.  J. 


EDITORIAL. 


To  our  Subscribers : 

When  the  business  department  of  the  Journal  passed  fully  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  undersigned,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent volume,  he  promised  to  make  its  publication  regular  on  the 
first  of  every  month,  and,  provided  the  subscribers  would  pay  up 
promptly,  to  improve  its  whole  mechanical  and  typographical  ap- 
pearance. The  first  of  these  promises  he  has  fathfully  redeemed, 
the  Journal  having  been  published  and  mailed  regularly  during 
the  first  few  days  of  each  month ;  and  with  the  present  number 
he  commences  a  very  marked  improvement  in  other  respects. — 
The  subscribers,  however,  have  hardly  done  their  part.  For 
though  more  than  half  of  the  present  volume  is  now  published, 
yet  not  one-third  of  those  whose  names  stand  on  our  subscription 
book  have  paid  for  the  present  year ;  and  there  are  two  or  three 
hundred  who  have  not  been  credited  a  single  dime  during  the  last 
three  years.  Such  a  condition  of  things  ought  never  to  exist.  It 
is  unjust  to  all  parties  concerned,  and  is  generally  the  result  of 
simple  individual  carelessness  and  procrastination.  Two  dollars 
a  year  is  a  very  small  sum,  and,  of  itself,  not  worth  the  trouble  of 
collection ;  but  two  dollars  due  from  each  of  1000  or  1100  sub- 
scribers, constitutes  a  sum  of  very  great  importance  to  the  pub- 
lisher of  a  Journal  who  is  paying  the  money  every  month  for 
paper,  printing,  binding,  &;c.,  &;c.  It  is  hoped  that  this  simple 
statement  will  be  sufficient  to  cause  every  subscriber  who  has  not 
paid  already,  to  send  along  the  money  immediately. 

Bills  will  be  sent  to  some  of  those  indebted  to  us,  in  the  pres- 
ent number  of  the  Journal,  and  to  the  remaining  ones  in  our  next 
issue.  If  any  receive  bills  that  they  consider  incorrect,  they  will 
confer  a  favor  by  informing  the  undersigned  without  delay,  and 
all  errors  will  be  promptly  corrected.    It  will  be  remembered 
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that  those  who  are  in  arrears  for  past  volames,  are  liable  for  $S.OO 
per  annum. 
All  letters  should  be  directed  to    N.  S.  DAVIS,  Chicago,  Dl. 


lUinois^Staie  Medical  Society. 

This  Society  held  its  regular  annual  meeting  on  the  first  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  of  June,  at  Bloomington.  About  forty  mem- 
bers were  present,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  from  the  north- 
em  and  middle  sections  of  the  State.  At  10  o'clock  A.M.,  on 
Tuesday,  the  society  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  C.  N.  Andrews, 
the  President;  and  Dr.  A.  H.  Luce,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  reported  the  names  of  those  delegates  who  had 
presented  their  credentials.  After  the  usual  preliminary  business, 
the  following  officers  ^ere  elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.: 

President  : 

DR.  N.  S.  DAVIS,  of  Chicago. 

Vice-Presidents  : 

Drs.  F.  A.  McNBIL,  of  Mount  Morris,  and  H.  NOBLE,  of  Leroy. 

Secretaries  : 

Drs.  A.  H.  LUCE,  of  Bloomington,  and  E.  ANDREW,  of  Peoria. 

Treasurer  : 

Dr.  J.  V.  Z.  BLANEY,  of  Chicago. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  annual  session,  reports  were 
made  by  the  Treasurer  and  Committee  on  Publication  ;  by  Dr.  J. 
W.  Freer,  of  Chicago,  chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Surgery ;  by  Dr.  E.  Roe,  of  Bloomington,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Practical  Medicine ;  and  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  Chi* 
cage,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Drugs  and  Medicines. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Roe  was  chiefly  occupied  with  the  considerar 
tion  of  Typhoid  Feyer,  and  the  efficacy  of  certain  remedies  in  its 
treatment. 

The  reporter  advocated  the  doctrine,  that  a  very  moderate  al- 
terative influence  (or  ''  slight  salivation  ")  from  mercury  was  de- 
cidedly beneficial  in  the  early  stage  of  this  variety  of  fever,  and 
in  many  instances  capable  of  arresting  its  progress.  This  part  cf 
the  report  led  to  a  very  interesting  discussion,  which  was  partici- 
pated in  by  Dr.  Boe ;  Drs  Andrews  and  Clark,  of  Bockford ;  Dr 
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Prince,  of  JacksonTille ;  Dr.  Rogers,  of  Peoria  Co.;  Drs.  Bailey 
and  McAxthur.  of  Joliet ;  Dr.  McNeil,  of  Mount  Morris ;  and  Drs. 
Herrick  and  Davis,  of  Chicago.  As  might  be  expected  ,mach  di- 
Tersity  of  sentiment  was  expressed  in  reference  both  to  the  nature 
and  treatment  of  continued  fevers.  Only  a  few  agreed  fully  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  in  reference  to  the  value  of  mer- 
curials in  this  form  of  disease,  while  it  was  plainly  evident  from  the 
whole  discussion,  that  grades  of  fever  widely  diverse  in  the  symp- 
toms presented,  in  the  tendencies  observed,  and  in  the  results  b- 
tained,  have  been  grouped  under  the  rather  popular  name  of  Ty- 
phoid Fever.  It  might  almost  be  said  that  it  had  become  fashionable 
to  dignify  every  case  of  febrile  disease,  not  profound  typhus  on  the 
one  hand  nor  a  plain  ague  on  the  other,  with  the  name  of  Typhoid 
Fever.  Hence  we  not  unfrequently  have  a  protracted  enteric  fever 
and  the  simplest  ephemera  ranked  in  the  same  class.  It  is  evi- 
dent therefore,  that  until  a  more  definite  rule  of  diagnosis  is  es- 
tablished and  generally  adhered  to,  it  will  be  vain  to  look  for  any 
approach  towards  uniformity  of  views  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
this  important  class  of  diseases. 

Though  that  part  of  the  report  by  Dr.  Bbe,  relating  to  the  preva- 
lence of  epidemics  in  the  State,  during  the  past  year,  was  very 
defective,  yet  both  the  report  and  the  discussion  to  which  it  gave 
rise,  were  highly  interesting  and  profitable. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Drugs  and  Medicines,  was  also 
listened  to  with  much  interest ;  and  an  allusion  in  it  to  the  use  of 
Iodine  as  an  antidote  to  the  poison  of  serpents,  and  the  probabili- 
ty of  its  being  equally  capable  of  destroying  all  the  animal  poisons, 
led  to  the  relation  of  some  interesting  facts  by  Dr.  A.  L.  MoAr- 
thur  of  Joliet. 

He  stated  that  by  a  Bailroad  accident  near  Joliet  during  the 
past  year  several  persons  were  very  severely  burned.  Some  of 
these  burns  resulted  in  the  formation  of  extensive  suppurating  ul- 
cers, coupled  with  general  typhoid  symptoms.  In  several  instances 
the  pus  from  those  ulcers  proved  highly  poisonous,  inoculating 
the  hands  of  those  who  dressed  the  surfaces  wherever  there  hap- 
pened to  be  the  slightest  abrasion  of  the  skin.  The  symptoms 
produced  by  such  inoculation,  were  those  of  a  severe  phlegmonous 
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erysipelas.  In  these  cases  the  application  of  the  solution  of  Iodine 
seemed  to  be  promptly  beneficial  in  destroying  the  poison.  Dr. 
F.  K.  Bailey,  witnessed  some  of  the  same  cases,  and  coincided 
with  the  statements  of  Dr.  Mc Arthur.  Dr.  Roe,  of  Bloomington, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  Iodine  is  an  effectual  antidote  to  the 
poison  both  of  syphilis  and  erysipelas. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day,  the  retiring  president,  Dr. 
C.N.Andrews,  of  Rockford,  delivered  his  valedictory  Address.  The 
subject  was,  '*  Medical  Progress;"  and  it  was  treated  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  indicate  a  commendable  degree  of  industry  and  re- 
search on  the  part  of  the  author.  We  shall  defer  any  analysis  of 
it  until  we  have  it  in  printed  form  before  us.  The  usual  standing 
committees  were  appointed  on  Practical  Medicine,  Surgery,  Ob- 
stetrics, and  on  Drugs  and  Medicines.  Besides  these,  there  were 
appointed  several  special  committees,  to  each  of  whom  was  assigned 
a  specific  subject  for  investigation;  which  will  doubtless  add  much 
to  the  interest  of  the  next  annual  meeting.  A  committee  consist- 
ing of  Drs.  D.  Prince,  of  Jacksonville,  J.  V.  Z.  Blaney,  of  Chica- 
go, and  E.  Roe,  of  Bloomington,  was  appointed  to  memorialize  the 
next  Legislature  in  favor  of  providing  additional  accommodations 
for  the  Insane,  and  for  the  instruction  of  imbecile  and  idiotic  chil- 
dren. 

Drs.  W.  B.  Herrick,  of  Chicago,  R.  Rouse,  of  Peoria,  and  F. 
A.  McNeill,  of  Mt.  Morris,  were  appointed  a  committee  on  prise 
essays,  with  instruction  to  offer  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars  for  the 
best  essay  on  some  medical  subject.  Essays  designed  as  competi- 
tors for  this  prize,  should  be  sent  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  or  before  the  first  of  April  next.  Twelve  delegates  were  ap 
pointed  to  attend  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association. 

The  meeting  throughout  was  characterized  by  an  untiring  de- 
votion to  its  legitimate  business,  by  the  most  perfect  good  feeling 
and  social  harmony,  and  will  doubtless  be  remembered  with  pleas- 
ure by  all  who  attended.  Vandalia  was  selected  as  the  place  for 
the  next  annual  meeting,  which  will  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  June,  1856. 
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AmpvAaiiom,  Case* 

[The  following  letters  sufficiently  explain  themselves.  We  pub- 
lished the  article  of  Dr.  Higgins  in  the  March  No.  of  the  Jour- 
nal, because  it  was  requested  by  the  Lasalle  Co.  Medical  Society. 
We  now  publish  the  letters  as  an  act  of  justice  and  fairness  to  the 
other  side.  Our  only  object  is,  to  do  justice  to  all  the  parties, 
i!?ho  are  personally  strangers  to  us.] — Ed. 

Trenton,  Lasalle  Co.,  111., ) 
May  25,  1855.         ) 
To  the  Editors  of  the  North- Weitern  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal : 

Gbntlbmen, — In  the  March  No.  of  your  Journal,  my  atten- 
tion was  attracted  to  an  article  entitled  •*  Amputation,"  signed  J. 
Higgins,  in  which  there  is  an  evident  design,  at  least  it  so  appears 
to  me,  knowing  as  I  do  all  the  antecedents  of  both  parties,  to  gra- 
tify petty  jealousies  and  private  spleen,  an  I  not  as  should  bo  and  I 
might  say  would  be  the  case  with  an  honorable  man,  professional 
or  otherwise,  for  the  benefit  of  science. 

I  am  aware  it  is  difficult  for  all  to  know  the  motives  which  ac- 
tuate good  men,  much  more  bad  ones  ;  this  probably  may  account 
in  some  degree  for  the  publication  of  the  article  in  your  popular 
Journal.  The  writer  is  fully  aware  of  the  object  of  the  Journal, 
and  therefore  begs  leave  to  correct  any  erroneous  impressions 
which  may  have  been  made  by  your  admitting  the  statement  of  a 
few  facts. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  at  the  request  of  the  same  J.  Higgins,  and 
upon  representations  made  by  him  to  me  (which  representations 
proved  to  be  untrue),  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  reluctant  con- 
sent of  the  same  Doc. spoken  of  in  the  amputation  ar- 
ticle, to  enter  into  copartnership  with  him.  Dr.  Weeks,  shortly 
after  the  union  was  effected,  left  for  New  York  city  to  spend  the 
winter  in  the  hospitals ;  on  his  return  in  the  spring,  findincr  that 
be  had  been  deceived,  censured  me  not  a  little  for  misrepresenting 
J  Higgins  and  his  professional  business.  I  undertook  to  apologize 
for  J.  Higgins,  but  this  would  not  satisfy  Dr.  Weeks,  who  told  me 
he  could  readily  submit  to  pecuniary  loss,  but  that  he  would  not 
be  associated  with  one  whose  conduct  was   as  unprofessional  and 
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dishonorable  as  J.  Higgins.  He  consequently  compelled  the  said 
Higgins  to  dissolve  the  co-partnership.  This  last  act  of  Dr.  Weeks, 
together  with  his  general  good  success,  is  the  inception  of  the 
"  Amputation  "  article.  I  send  you  with  this  a  statement  of  the 
case  certified  to  by  Dr.  Winslow.         Yours  truly, 

C.  Todd. 


Peru,  May  20th,  1855. 
Cyrus  Todd,  Esq.,  Trenton. 

Dbar  Sir, — As  you  have  read  the  article  in  the  Chicago 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  of  March,  signed  *'  John  BUggins, 
M.D.,"  and  wish  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  I  will  give 
them  as  near  as  I  recollect. 

July  22,  1854,  A.  Odekirk,  of  Trenton,  was  injured  in  this 
city  by  a  train  of  cars  passing  over  the  left  leg,  just  above  the 
ankle,  as  it  laid  on  the  rail.  I  was  called  soon  after  and  found 
the  leg  completely  crashed.  I  called  to  my  aid,  Dr.  E.  Winslow, 
(who  Dr.  Higgins  says  is  the  best  surgeon  in  town).  As  ampu- 
tation was  the  only  thing  to  be  done,  we  did  that  in  the  usual 
manner  (for  circular  operation)  only  using  the  saw  for  beveling 
the  anterior  surface  of  the  tibia,  where  the  forceps  are  sometimes 
used  for  the  same  purpose.  As  the  article  states,  an  artery  spirted 
blood  in  my  face,  I  do  not  recollect — I  have  sometimes  got  bloody 
in  operations.  As  to  the  length  of  time  consumed  in  performing 
the  operation,  I  do  not  know  what  it  was,  perhaps  half  an  hour ; 
one  thing  is  certain,  it  was  not  hurried,  and  I  have  been  taught 
that  an  operation  '*  was  done  quick  enough  when  done  well.''  As 
to  the  protrusion  of  the  bone,  I  have  never  heard  of  any  such  oc- 
currence, only  through  the  channel  of  the  article  alluded  to.  Bat 
as  you  know  the  author,  and  the  probable  motive  for  his  appear- 
ance in  print,  I  think  a  longer  notice  superfluous. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully  your  friend, 

J.  F.  Wekks. 

The  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  case. 

E.  Winslow. 
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TroftssoT  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Fennsylvania, 

It  is  known  to  many  of  our  readers  that  Professor  Daniel  Brai- 
nard  was  a  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Surgery  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  recently  vacated  by  Prof.  Gibson,  The  final  ac- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  together  with  the  circumstances  at- 
tending it,  are  fairly  represented  in  the  following  extract  from  an 
editorial  article  in  the  June  number  of  the  New-Jersey  Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter.  The  editor  of  that  journal,  by  his  close 
proximity  to  Philadelphia  and  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
facts  of  the  case,  entitle  his  remarks  to  full  credit.  The  '*  person- 
al considerations"  and  *'  other  influences"  spoken  of  by  the  editor, 
refer  doubtless  to  the  fact  that  the  extensive  family  connections  of 
Dr. Smith,  (his  father  being  also  a  member  of  tlie  Board  of  Trustees,) 
exerted  an  influence  in  his  favor  aside  from  his  mere  professional 
qualifications  and  position  While  we  fully  concur  with  the  Re- 
porter in  entering  a  "  protest"  against  allowing  any  such  influen- 
ces to  control  appointments  in  Medical  Colleges,  and  in  favor  of 
"  public  concours,"  we  rejoice  with  the  profession  of  the  North- 
West,  that  we  are  still  to  have  the  eminent  talents  and  efficient 
services  of  Professor  Brainard,  in  Rush  Medical  College,  for 
which  he  has  already  done  so  much.  The  following  is  the  extract 
from  the  Reporter,  viz,  : 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  University,  held  on  Tuesday 
evening.  May  1st,  Dr.  Henry  H.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
elected  Prof.  Surgery,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Prof.  Gibson.  The  vote,  we  understand,  stood  eleven  for 
Dr.   Smith,  nine  for  Dr.  Brainard,  of  Illinois,  and  one  blank. 

Dr.  Smith  possesses  qualifications  which  fit  him  in  an  eminent 
degree  for  the  responsibile  j)ost  that  he  is  called  to  fill,  and  we 
hope  that  his  election  will  be  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
University.  It  is  not  to  be  concealed,  however,  that  both  the  fac- 
ulty, and  the  profession  generally,  were  not  a  little  disappointed 
at  the  result  of  the  electiim,  as,  so  iar  as  we  could  learn,  profes- 
sional sentiment  had  accorded  the  chair  to  Dr.  Brainard.  If  we 
are  rightly  informed,  the  latter  gentleman  was  almost  the  Unani- 
mous choice  of  the  faculty,  and  was  by  them  recommended  to  the 
Trustees  Personal  considerations,  however,  and  other  influences, 
prevailed  with  the  Trustees,  rather  than  the  wishes  of  the  fac- 
ulty. 
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We  mention  these  facts  in  order  that  we  may  enter  our  protest 
against  the  growing  propensity  that  Boards  of  Trustees  have 
evinced,  of  late,  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  faculties,  and  not  out 
of  opposition  to  the  saccessful  candidate.  Personal  considerations 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  such  elections,  hut  the  candidate 
whose  professional  and  moral  fitness  commend  him,  should  be  the 
uniform  choice  of  the  Trustees,  who  should,  in  the  absence  of  the 
only  just  system  of  election,  viz  :  public  concours — ever  have  & 
regard  for  the  wishes  of  the  faculties.' 


Rush  Medical  College : 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  Annual  Announcement  of  this  College, 
which  is  issued  with  the  present  number  of  the  Journal,  that  some 
changes  and  additions  have  been  made  in  its  faculty,  and  some 
very  important  improvements  in  regard  to  a  College  edifice. 

The  chair  of  Physiology  and  Pathology,  vacant  during  the  last 
three  years,  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Wm  B.  Herrick, 
M.  D.,  who  has  been  for  many  years  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  in  the  same  school. 

The  chair  of  Anatomy,  made  vacant  by  the  transfer  of  Professor 
Herrick,  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  J.  W.  Freer,  of  this 
city,  who  has  filled  the  place  of  Demonstrator  and  Lecturer  on 
Descriptive  Anatomy  during  the  last  four  or  five  years.  The 
chair  of  Materia  Medica,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Pro- 
fessor McLean,  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  H.  A. 
Johnson,  of  this  city,  who  gave  the  course  of  Lectures  on  Physi* 
ogy  during  the  session  of  1858-4,  with  much  satisfaction  to  all 
parties.  To  fill  the  office  of  Demonstrator  and  Lecturer  on 
Comparative  Anatomy,  the  fixculty  have  been  fortunate  in  secu- 
ring the  appointment  of  Prof  E.  Andrews,  lately  connected  in 
the  same  capacity  with  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan.  Those  are  excellent  appointments,  and  will  doubt- 
less  prove  equally  satisfactory  to  the  College  and  the  profession 
generally.  The  old  College  building  has  been  taken  down,  and 
he  work  is  making  rapid  progress  towards  the  completion  of  a 
lew  edifice,    with  all  those  improvements  and  accommodmtkms 
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which  the  Institution  requires  and  modern  architecture  affords. — 
Though  the  past  history  of  the  Rush  Medical  College  has  been 
one  of  uniform  prosperity,  yet  the  improvement  now  made  will  be 
followed  by  a  more  extended  patronage,  and  a  still  higher  reputa* 
tion. 

Prof.  John  McLean,  tendered  his  resignation  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  session  of  1854-5.  The  following  Preamble  and  Res- 
olution reported  by  a  committee  of  the  faculty  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  afford  but  a  just  tribute  to  his  moral  worth  and  profession- 
al attainments : 

Whereas,  John  McLean,  M.  D.,  of  Jackson,  Michigan,  has 
been  connected  with  the  faculty  of  Rush  Medical  College,  first  in 
the  capacity  of  Prof  of  Practice,  aad  subsequently  filling  the 
chair  of  Materia  Medica,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Institution; 
and  whereas,  he  has  this  day  signified  his  desire  to  be  relieved 
from  the  further  responsibility  of  the  chair  which  he  has  filled  so 
long  and  successfully  by  sending  in  his  resignation  of  said  place^ 
Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  Faculty  of  Rush  Medical  College,  in  part- 
ing with  their  late  colleague,  Prof.  John  McLean,  with  whom  they 
have  been  associated  for  several  years,  take  pleasure  in  bearing 
testimony  to  his  high  moral  qualities,  his  uniformly,  kind  and 
gentlemanly  deportment,  and  his  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties 
imposed  on  him  as  teacher  of  an  important  department  of  Medical 
Science. 


Diseases  of  the  Eye, 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  our  readers  to  know  that  the  managers 
of  the  Mercy  Hospitil  in  thi^  city,  have  established  a  ward  in 
connection  with  the  medical  department  of  the  Hospital,  specially 
for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye.  The  ac- 
commodations are  very  comfortiible,  and  patients  can  rely  on  the 
most  careful  and  well-directed  attention. 

A  pretty  full  report  in  reference  to  the  diseases  treated  in  this 
institution  during  the  past  year  will  be  given  in  our  next  issue. 
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Miscellanems  Practical  Itms : 

The  following  items  we  copy  from  the  Virginia  Medical  anJ 
Surgical  Journal : — Ed. 

AhpcBcia  Circvmscripta. — Mr.  Startin,  of  London,  has  been 
lately  treating  baldness  in  a  novel  way.  He  first  brushes  over 
the  spot  with  a  solution  of  argent,  nitr.  (Bij.  ad  Ij),  which  is  fol- 
lowea,  while  moist,  by  one  of  the  hydro  sulph.  of  ammonia  A 
black  sulphuret  of  silver  is  thus  formed,  which  dyes  the  skin  for  a 
week  or  more.  Whilst  this  application  is  evidently  an  irritant, 
it  is  more  pleasant  than  the  blistering  fluid,  cantharidine  ointment 
and  such  remedies.  At  the  same  time  the  bald  spot  shows  Ies3 
when  stained  black,  being  nearer  the  color  of  the  hair. 

Bronchitis — Chronic. — The  use  of  hydrochlorate  of  ammonia, 
in  doses  of  fifteen  or  twenty  grains,  is  highly  spoken  of  by  Dr. 
Delvaux  {Presse  Med.  Beige)  as  a  remedial  agent  in  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  bronchitis.  He  precedes  its  administration  with 
a  purgative,  and  enjoins  a  strict  diet  during  its  continuance.  Dr. 
Delvaux  alleges  that  the  cough  will  lessen  and  the  dyspnoea  l)e- 
come  less,  whilst  the  appetite  improves.  It  causes  an  increased 
flow  of  urine,  and  also  an  augmentation  of  the  cutaneous  transpi- 
ration. 

Dysentery. — The  sedative  influence  of  creosote  has  been  ap- 
pealed to  by  Dr.  Wilmot,  in  the  treatment  of  dysentery,  with  goml 
results.  He  recommends  this  remedy  as  an  enema  of  one  drdchm 
to  twelve  ounces  of  starch,  and  if  we  are  to  rely  on  his  statements, 
there  is  something  valuable  in  his  suggestions. 

Enuresis. — It  is  very  well  to  have  at  hand  various  formula  for 
this  troublesome  affiection  in  children ;  and  we  select  the  following, 
which  we  owe  to  the  Gazette  Do  IIuj)itaux. 

Dr.  Blaschka,  of  Freyenwalde,  uses  ec^ual  parts  of  tinct,  nucis 
vomica  and  tinct.  ferri  acet ,  of  which  10  or  fifteen  drops  should 
be  taken  twice  each  evening. 

Dr.  Huber.  of  Zurick,  recommends  ext.  nucis.  vom.  1  part 
oxyd.  ferr.  niger.  48  parts,  giving  two  grains  night  and  morning;. 

Dr.  Naegle  gives  one  grain  of  tannin  night  and  morning. 

Ganglion, — To  break  what  is  commonly  called  a  ganglion,  and 
thus  disperse  the  tumor  which  is  often  disfiguring  the  wrist,  and 
about  which  we  are  often  consulted,  it  is  only  necessary  to  flex  ibe 
wrist  so  as  to  make  the  bkin  tense;  then  let  the  surgeon  seize  the 
hand  with  both  of  his  and  place  both  the  thumbs,  one  above  the 
)ther,  on  the  ganglion.     It  is  rarely  that  such  pressure  does  not 
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succeed  in  its  object,  whereas  the  usual  way  of  placing  the  thumbs 
side  by  side,  by  the  law  of  the  diffusion  of  presence  in  fluids,  the 
two  counteract  each  other,  and  there  is  great  loss  of  force. 

Glandular  Enlarffementff, — An  ointment  of  black  oxido  of 
copper  is  thought  of  great  value  by  Prof  Hoppe,  of  Basle, 
{Deutshe  Klinik^)  to  discuss  the  various  forms  of  glandular  en- 
largements, so  often  occurring  in  practice.  He  has  specially 
tested  its  virtues  in  indurations  of  the  neck  and  of  the  salivary 
glands,  goitres,  and  mammary  enlargements.  Prof  Hoppe  believes 
that  it  would  be  equally  applicable  in  orchitis,  swelling  of  the 
groin,  and  in  hypertrophied  liver  and  spleen.  It  is  prepared  in 
the  proportion  of  fifteen  to  thirty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  lard,  and 
the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied  should  be  covered  with  a  bandage. 

Hemorrhoids, — Gtiy's  Hospital  gives  us  the  following  ointment 
for  piles,  which  happily  combines  the  astringent  properties  of  lead 
and  galls,  with  an  anodyne  influence  of  opium.  A  good  formulae 
of  this  sort  will  be  useful  to  the  country  practitioner,  who  will  be 
frequently  consulted  with  regard  to  this  very  common  disease : 
H.  Gallarum  contrit.,  oy.  ;  Opii  (emolliti  aquae  cum,  5j.)  5ss. ; 
Liq.  plumbi.  diacet ,  5ij  ;  Adipis,  Sj.  ft.  ung. 

Hydrocele. — Prof.  Langenbeck,  of  Berlin,  not  being  satisfied 
with  the  effects  of  the  iodine  tincture  as  an  injection  in  hydrocele, 
has  recently  been  employing  chloroform  as  a  substitute,  with  the 
happiest  results.  He  finds  that  it  produces  adhesive  inflammation 
more  quickly  and  more  surely  than  the  old  remedy.  After  with- 
drawing the  fluid  of  hydrocele,  he  injects  about  one  drachm  of 
chloroform,  which  remains  for  a  short  time,  and  then  is  allowed 
to  escape.  Langenbeck,  in  the  Deutshe  Klinik,  reports  four 
cases  treated  thus,  which  were  radically  cured  in  two  or  three 
weeks. 

Porrigo. — This  obstinate  affection,  often  met  with  on  the  scalp 
in  children,  is  attacked  at  Guy's  Hospital  with  a  prescription  styl- 
ed *'Unguentum  Metallorum,"  and  prepared  bv  mixing  equal 
pui-is  of  zinc  ointment,  of  the  dilute  nitrate  of  murcury,  and  of 
the  cerate  of  acetate  of  lead.  It  has  been  very  efficacious  in  por- 
rigo, impetigo,  and  even  in  fayus. 

Scarkit'ma. — Sixty  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  treated  by  Dr.  Day, 
of  Staflbrd,  England,  with  nitric  acid  in  full  doses,  has  satisfied 
that  gentleman  that  ho  luis  discovered  an  important  femedy,  and 
he  reports  his  practice  in  a  late  number  of  the  Medical  Times  and 
Gazette.  There  u  but  little  difference  in  his  idea  of  adminis- 
tering the  nitric  acid,  which  he  uses  also  to  throat  as  a  gargle,  and 
the  old  prescription  of  Fothergill,   which  he  used  to  say**  would 
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pickle  their  juices," — the  muriatic  acid  diluted  and  sweetened 
with  honey,  which  was  employed  internally  and  as  a  mouth  wash. 
Others  prefer  lemonade  draughts  freely  administere«i,  which  seems 
to  have  the  same  antiseptic  virtue,  and  besides  tend  to  the  kidneys 
and  skin.  Dr.  Day  give  the  nitric  acid  in  krger  doses  than  we 
are  in  the  habit  of  doing,  and  in  this  consists  his  only  claim  to 
originality. 

Ski?i  Diseases. — The  active  principle  of  hemlock  is  an  oleag- 
inous fluid  called  coneiii,  and  a  Russian  physician  of  some  note, 
M.  MurrawjefF,  has  found  it  efficacious,  as  an  external  application, 
in  many  of  the  obstinate  diseases  of  the  skin.  It  is  very  valuable 
in  toothache,  one  drop  being  sufficient  to  control  the  pain.  Mur- 
rawjeff^  also,  has  tried  it  with  advantage  in  neuralgic  and  syphi- 
litic pains  of  the  bones,  and  lastly,  as  a  palliative  in  scrofulous 
and  cancerous  ulcer.  Conein  should  be  applied  to  the  skin  as  an 
ointment,  in  the  proportion  of  twelve  drops  to  one  ounce  of  cold 
creaiA.  In  neuralgia,  Murravvjeff  washes  the  part  with  wine,  and 
applies  two  drops  of  pure  conoin,  covering  with  oiled  silk.  One 
drop  to  two  ounces  of  water  forms  a  colyrium  of  great  power ; 
and  as  a  enema,  two  or  three  drops  may  be  administered  in  starch 
omulsion. — [Med  Zeitung  Russ. 

Spermatorrhoea. — Professor  Trosscau  believes  spermatorrhoea 
to  depend  on  a  spasmodic  condition  of  the  vesiculae  seminales, 
somewhat  analogous  to  the  condition  of  the  bladder  in  enuresis. — 
He  therefore  proposes  the  U8e  of  hclhulonna,  both  internally,  and 
applied  as  an  ointment  to  the  perineum  nightly,  and  if  necessary 
he  advises  a  suppository  of  tlie  extracL  of  ))ella'lcwina  in  the  rectum. 
M.  Trousseau  dcelarcs  that  oftentimes  an  erotic  feeling  is  conjoined 
to  this  spasm  of  the  vesicular  seniinales,  and  suggests  the  use  of  iiags 
of  hot  sand  applied  to  the  perineum  at  niglit.  Tlie  use  of  bromide 
of  potass,  in  doses  of  from  15  grs.  to  5^^-,  i^s  recommended  by 
Thielman,  will  be  found  to  have  a  decided  anaphrodisiac  effect. 

Syphilis — Scro}idary. — M.  Desmartis,  of  l>ordeaiix,  declares 
that  after  a  careful  conipavi.^on  of  the  etlerts  produced  by  the  dif- 
ferent preparations  of  mercury,  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  cyanuret  of  mercury  is  of  superior  value,  more  especially  in 
syphilis.  He  states  that  it  never  irritates  or  salivates,  and  whi-re 
all  the  preparations  of  that  metal  had  failed  to  produce  benefit, 
that  the  cyanuret  would  restore  to  health,  patients  whose  condition 
had  seemed  hopeless.  M.  Desmartis  had  aUo  used  it  beneficially 
in  iritis  and  syphilitic   ulceratiouo  of  the  nose  and  fauces. 
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(iklGINAL  GOMMII  XI CATIONS. 

ARTICLE  I. — Puerperal  Convulsions.  A  paper  read  before  the  Escn* 
lapian  Societt  at  the  semi-annnal  meeting,  in  May,  iHi>o,  By  T.  D. 
Washburx,  \J..D.,  of  Lawrenceville,  III. 

On  the  6tH  of  Marc^  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  II.,  a  young 
woman,  perj^aps^  19  years  of  age,  of  nervous-sanguine  tempera- 
ment, French  extraction,  dark  complexion,  eyes  and  hair ;  of 
moderate  stature,  with  hereditary  tendency  to  nervous  debility  and 
irritation.  Previoi|p  to  marriage,  some  two  years  since,  she  en- 
joyed average  health,  since  which  time,  till  she  b.ecame  enciefite^ 
tke  suffered  from  monorrhagia  and  became  quite  anseniic,  and  since 
conception  she  has  been  no  better,  and  for  the  last  two  months  has 
experienced  considerable  palpitation,  with  smothering  sensations. 
Two  days  previous,  while  sitting  in  her  chair,  she  fainted^  and 
was  compelled  to  lie  down ;  about  the  same  time  she  liad  some 
uterine  pain,  acdompanied  soon  after  with  some  ^^  show,"  which 
has  continued'  to  the  present  time. 

This  morning,  &  o'clock  A  M.,  I  find  her  free  from  excitement, 
with  moderate  pains  at  intervals,  and  am  informed  she  has  gone 
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her  full  time ;  bowels  regular,  and  lower  extremities  much  swollen. 
I  left  as  tk  placebo,  more  than  anything  else,  spirits  larender  A.,  ^ 
and  curuph  tinct.  opii  A.  A.,  to  be  given  jaro  a  rata.  * 

Seven  o'clock,  P.  M. — I  called  and  found  labor  still  progres- 
sing ;  OS  uteri  dilated  the  size  of  a  half  dollar  and  relaxing  kindly, 
but  a  close,  snug  build  to  contend  with,  and  the  parts  not  very  well 
lubricated. 

After  an  absence  of  a  few  hours,  I  was  again  at  the  bedside. 
The  pains  were  short,  but  constant,  with  regular  intervals ;  pulse 
uniform,  and  prospects  favorable  ;  natural  presentation  of  the  ver- 
tex. Toward  morning  the  pains  lulled,  and  as  she  wall  quite  fa- 
tigued from  loss  of  sleep,  I  gave  her  20  drops  t)f  laudanum,  and 
retired  to  recure  sound  rest  for  myself. 

March  7th,  8  A.  M. — I  find  my  patient  much  the  same  as  when 
I  left.  Pains  moderate,  but  regular  and  gradually  increasing ;  in 
the  course  of  an  hour  the  head  became  engaged,  and  made  some 
advance,  with  the  increase  of  the  pains.  ^  Soon  after  nine  o'clock 
the  waters  were  discharged,  but  the  pains  did  not  become  severe, 
though  I  remember  about  this  time  she  exclaimed,  ^'  Oh !  how  my 
head  does  ache,''  still  it  did  not  excite  my  attention,  as  she  waa 
more  or  less  subjected  to  it. 

Her  pains  remained  short,  but  became  somewhat  more  vigorous, 
and,  finally,  with  great  difficulty  the  head, was  born;  several  more 
pains  intervened  befc»re  the  child  was  delivered,  ii^hich  was  a 
daughter,  of  ordinary  size. 

The  placenta  was  expelled  in  ordinary  time,  with  less  than 
usual  hemorrhage.  The  womb  contracted  well,^and  after  applying 
a  snug  bandage,  a  little  before  noon  she  expressed  herself  as  quite 
comfortable,  with  some  disposition  to  sleep. 

I  retired  soon  after,  and  did  not  visit  her  again  till  past  seven  in 
the  evening,  when  I  found  her  friends  in  a  state  of  extreme  ex- 
treme excitement,  saying  they  '*  thought  her  dying  only  a  few 
minutes  before,''  and  had  dispatched  a  messenger  for  me.  On 
inquiry,  I  learned  that  she  seemed  quite  easy  till  five  o'clock, 
-'hen  she  complained  of  her  head  and  back,  (her  back  had  been 

)  chief  point  of  pain  during  her  whole  labor).      At  six  o'clock, 

wever,  she  partook  freely  of  refreshment,  and  drank  two  caps  of 
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coffee,  and  was  apparently  doing  well ;  soon  after,  she  had  a  smoth- 
ering paroxysm  and  became  faint,  but  rallied  directly,  till  just 
now  she  was  taken  worse,  became  unconscious,  and  they  thought 
her  dying.  I  find  her  now  quite  rational,  rather  slow  of  utterance, 
expression  good,  no  unusual  hemorrhage,  the  womb  contracting 
well,  and  she  complains  only  of  moderate  pain  in  her  head  and 
back.  Ordered  twenty  drops  of  laudanum  and  left,  expecting  to 
return  before  bed  time,  but  anticipating  no  serious  difficulty. 

I  was  absent  some  thirty  minutes,  when  I  was  again  called  in 
great  haste,  and  learned  she  was  suffering  from  strong  convulsions, 
but  on  arriving  Tound  her  breathing  natural,  mind  clear,  but 
seemingly  fatigued.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  all  doubts 
were  dissipated,  for  after  becoming  somewhat  restless  and  sighing 
once  or  twice,  she  was  seized  with  a  most  violent  convulsion ;  every 
muscle  of  the  body  was  brought  into  excessive  action,  her  face  was 
purple  and  distorted,  her  eyes  rolled  up  or  twitching,  with  saliva 
frothing  from  the  mouth,  and  every  symptom  of  the  worst  form 
of  eclamsia,  which  continued  for  some  five  minutes  or  more,  when 
she  relapsed  into  stertorous  breathing  and  slowly  regained  her 
consciousness,  but  rather  more  stupid  than  before. 

I  immediately  directed  strong  sinapisms  to  the  ankles,  wrists 
and  chest,  with  cold  applications  to  the  head ;  a  short  interval 
elapsed,  when  another  convulsion  came  on  more  violent  than  be- 
fore, with  a  slower  return  to  consciousness,  the  pulse  running  up 
to  140  and  gradually  subsiding  to  100.  The  mustard  gave  her 
considerable  annoyance,  besides,  I  directed  enema  of  salt  water. 
But  all  seemed  to  be  useless,  as  the  fits  continued  to  increase,  both 
in  severity  and  frequency,  and  she  became  less  and  less  conscious 
in  the  intervals. 

Ten  o^clock  P.  M.,  I  apprised  the  husband  of  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  attack,  and  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  the  most 
vigorous  plan  of  treatment  to  accomplish  any  good,  notwithstand- 
ing her  delicate  health  and  feeble  condition,  and  that  even  the 
most  energetic  treatment  might  fail,  and  further  suggested  that 
another  physician  be  called  in  if  he  wished  my  views  corroborated. 
Dr.  P.  was  sent  for,  and  arrived  directly.  We  at  once  decided  to 
bleed,  and  opened  a  vein  in  her  arm,  making  a  fine  incision,  but 
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the  blood  flowed  thick  and  black,  till  some  twelve  or  fourteen  oiinoeB 
had  been  discharged,  when  it  flowed  more  freely  with  a  more 
arterial  hue,  and  seeming  to  give  temporary  relief  to  the  patient 
We  also  had  her  thick  tresses  of  hair  removed,  to  apply  the  odd 
efi'usion  more  effectaally. 

But  a  short  time  elapsed  before  the  convulsions  began  with  re- 
newed vigor.  The  sinapisms,  clysters  and  cold  were  faithfully 
applied,  but  the  skin  remained  hot,  and  pulse  accelerated ;  in  the 
meantime,  considerable  flooding  ensued,  and  about  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning  she  passed  from  stertorous  into  a  less  labox;^d  but  resdess 
sleep,  her  eyes  remaining  rolled  far  back,  and  perfectly  uncon*  . 
scious  to  sound,  light  or  taste,  and  unable  to  swallow.  She  con* 
tinned  thus  for  some  five  or  six  hours. 

March  7th,  7  o'clock  A.  M. — After  a  little  rest,  I  visited  my 
patient,  and  found  her  nearly  the  ssime  as  when  I  left.  Still  sleeps 
almost  natural,  with  eyes  rolled  upward,  pupils  much  eontractedi 
and  entirely  unconscious.  The  enemas  had  produced  no  oflfect. 
I  now  combined  two  ounces  sulpl  *  magnes.  with  two  grains  tart. 
emetic,  in  a  tuuibler  of  water,  and  succeeded  in  giving  her  two 
table-spoonfuls,  and  directed  the  nurse  to  continue  the  same  every 
hour  till  some  effect  was  produced,  also  hot  fomentations  to  the 
vulva,  and  repeat  the  salt  water  clysters,  with  turpentine,  eveiy 
half  liour,  and  sinapisms  to  the  whole  course  of  the  spine. 

As  she  became  more  rational,  and  began  to  yawn,  and  give  iiH 
dications  of  returning  consciousness,  she  was  again  attacked  be- 
tween 8  and  9  o'clock  with  convulsions,  as  terrific  as  ever,  and  te 
all  appearance,  baffling  all  treatment;  after  a  succession  of  five  or 
six,  about  ten  o'clock  she  had  a  copious  evacuation,  and  toward 
noon  sunk  into  a  labored  sleep,  exhausted  from  the  repeated  con- 
vulsions ;  during  the  night  previous,  I  should  have  mentioned,  the 
lochia  became  much  diminished,  but  the  womb  was  in  position, 
and  the  abdomen  natural.  At  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  found  the  oon- 
vulsions  making  their  appearance  again,  and  despairing  of  arrest- 
ing them  with  all  the  forces  I  could  bring  to  bear,  I  opened  a 
■^ein  and  took  about  a  pound  more  of  blood,  so  that  the  pulse  be* 

me  almost  imperceptible. 

During  the  succeeding  two  hours,  she  had  three  severe 
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vulsions,  and  then  sank  into  a  profound  sleep.  In  the  course  of 
the  day,  they  had  succeeded  in  giving  most  of  the  solution  I  had 
prepared  in  the  morning,  but  it  occasioned  no  nausea,  though  I 
think  it  assisted  in  checking  the  febrile  excitement.  At  6  o'clock 
P.  M.,  she  drank  half  a  cup  of  tea  without  much  difficulty,  but 
seemed  quite  unconscious. 

At  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  succeeded  in  partially  arousing 
her,  so  that  when  I  spoke  loudly  she  opened  her  eyes,  but  evident- 
ly could  not  see.  She  was  now  in  a  warm  moisture,  and  the  pulse 
had  sank  to  85. 

*  I  ordered  1-12  gr.  ant.  and  8  drops  of  laudanum,  to  be  given 
every  hour  during  the  night 

March  8th,  A.  M.  at  7  o'clock — I  visited  Mrs.  H.  and  found 
her  much  improved ;  more  intelligence,  calls  for  water,  and  says 
yes  and  no  to  queries ;  skin  moist,  pulse  80,  uniform  but  feeble  j 
tongue  only  slightly  coated;  complains  of  some  pain  in  the  head; 
has  had  another  good  evacuation  from  the  bowels ;  some  lochia. 

R — Very  thin  gruel,  well  cooked,  half  a  tea-cupful  every  3 
hours  ;  suspend  other  medicines,  and  take  infus.  valerian,  a  table- 
«poonful  every  two  hours.     Prognosis  more  favorable. 

Bid  not  see  her  again  till  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  she  had 
been  quiet  during  the  day ;  complains  of  soreness  and  weakness, 
but  is  much  more  conscious,  though  not  disposed  to  talk ;  relishes 
gruel  and  has  some  thirst,  but  is  free  from  any  general  febrile 
excitements. 

Ordered  ether,  c.  spirits 'lavender  and  laudanum,  equal  parts, 
fifteen  drops  to  be  given  every  hour  till  she  sleeps,  and  continue 
nourishment.  At  1  o'clock  at  night  I  was  suddenly  roused  by 
the  husband  of  my  patient,  with  the  information  that  she  was  quite 
wakeful  and  very  talkative,  making  many  inquiries  in  regard  to 
ner  sickness,  of  which  she  had  no  recollection.  I  gave  him 
laudanum,  with  direction  to  continue  ten  drops  every  hour,  till 
she  obtained  rest. 

March  9th — This  morning  I  find  her  quite  natural :  pulse  70, 
soft,  skin  moist,  and  expresses  herself  as  much  better,  but  sore  all 
over.  I  directed  her  diet  to  be  changed  to  rice  gruel  and  tea* 
-A.t  10  A.  M  ,  I  called  and  found  her  quite  feeble,  the  mere  efibrt 
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of  raising  the  bead  to  drink  causing  fainting,  and,  as  she  expresses 
it,  **  such  a  smothering  feeling''.  I  directed  a  tea-spoonful  of 
wine  in  water  every  hour,  in  addition  to  her  diet,  and  darken  the 
room,  and  remove  all  noise. 

P.  M. — ^e  seems  to  be  doing  well ;  has  nursed  her  babe  three 
times  to-day  ;  no  action  of  the  bowels.  Directed  the  laudanum, 
as  the  night  previous,  to  be  followed  with  oil  in  the  morning,  if 
necesary. 

March  10th. — Says  she  feels  a  "  thousand  times  better"  this 
morning ;  is  perfectly  intelligent  and  more  composed  ;  has  rested 
well,  taken  the  oil,  and  wishes  more  to  eat;  still  complains  of  some 
pain  in  the  back  part  of  her  head,  and  occasional  numbness  about 
her  arms,  which  I  advised  to  be  rubbed  with  brandy  and  mustard 
or  pepper ;  give  the  wine  in  the  form  of  panada,  and  increase  the 
quantity ;  expression  good,  tongue  clean,  baby  well.  Directed  no 
medicine. 

P.  M.,  7  0  clock — No  action  from  the  medicine,  but  suffers  no 
uneasiness.     Give  injections  and  repeat  till  the  bowels  are  opened. 

March  11th. — Continues  better ;  bowels  were  moderately  moved : 
plenty  of  secretion  in  the  breasts,  and  all  the  functions  seem  to 
be  discharging  their  duty.  She  has  just  ascertained  the  loss  of 
her  hair,  and  intimates  that  she  will  whip  me  for  that  piece  of 
mischief.  Continue  light  diet,  occasionally  a  little  broth,  and  use 
Seidlitz  powders  to  keep  the  bowels  soluble. 

March  12th. — Still  improving,  and  gains  strength, — withdraw 
the  wine ;  has  some  cramping  in  limhs, — continue  low  diet,  and 
use  cream  of  tartar  ad  libitum. 

March  13th. — Has  had  some  fever,  but  yielded  promptly  to 
antimony,  laudanum  and  spirits  of  mindereri. 

March  14th. — Doing  well  and  discharged. 

Subsequently,  this  patient  was  most  too  tenderly  cared  for,  and 
she  had  a  slow,  tedious  convalescence  Both  breasts  inflamed  and 
abscesses  formed,  which  I  lanced,  and  she  slowly  recovered. 

This  is  the  second  case  of  the  kind  which  has  fallen  to  my  lot 
to  attend,  during  a  residence  of  seven  years  in  Illinois.  Nor  have 
[  heard  of  but  one  other  in  the* vicinity  of  my  practice  during  that 
time. 
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My  first  patieDt  was  confined  with  her  first  child,  but  was  quite 
advanced  between  thirty-five  and  forty  years  of  age.  The  treat- 
ment in  this  first  case  was  not  as  prompt,  though  equally  and 
even  more  efficient,  as  v.  <».,  from  the  temporal  artery,  the  use  of 
excessive  cold,  chloroform,  &c.,  with  every  variety  of  antiphlo- 
gistic treatment.  She  had  more  constitution  than  the  latter,  but 
the  shock  seemed  to  have  been  so  great  to  the  nervous  system  as 
to  defy  every  attempt  at  adjustment  again.  Both  gave  birth  to 
healthy  children,  and  the  attack  iu  each  was  subsequent  to  par- 
turition. The  latter  case  impresses  my  mind,  with  overwhelming 
force,  that  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  disease  none  demands  such 
prompt  and  daring  treatment — no  disease  admits  of  such  power- 
ful depleting  remedies,  and  efficient  antiphlogistic  action,  as  this 
terrific  and  formidable  malady,  puerperal  convulsions. 


ARTICLE    II. — Carcinoma  of  the    Uterus  compliccUed  with  universal 
Dropsy.    By  H.  Ritchie,   M.  D.,  of  Chicago. 

Mrs.  D.,  aged  32  years,  was  first  seen-as  a  patient  last  November. 

History, — For  eighteen  months  previous  has  had  continued 
uterine  hemorrhage,  during  which  time  she  became  pregnant,  and 
was  delivered  at  her  full  period,  of  a  living  child.  Her  appear- 
ance at  this  time  was  very  anoemic,  with  oedematpus  extremities. 

She  still  had  a  sanguineous  discharge  from  vagina,  unaccompa- 
nied with  pain  or  foetor.  The  lungs  were  apparently  healthy,  and 
nothing  abnormal  about  the  heart  was  detected  at  that  time ;  but 
subsequently,  the  second  sound  of  the  heart  was  modified  from 
the  short,  quick  sound,  into  a  prolonged  clanking  sound,  or  a 
ringing  one ;  no  murmurs  indicative  of  valvular  disease  could  be 
distinguished.  On  vaginal  examination,  a  large  circular  indura- 
ted mass  was  felt,  evidently  the  Cervix  Uteri ;  projecting  from  the 
indurated  and  patulous  os,  were  several  irregular  indurated 
growths,  and  filling  the  os,  producing  from  the  weight  of  the  dis- 
eased mass  partial  prolapsus. 

Treatment. — Ferruginous  medicines  and  occasional  hydragogue 
cathartics  were  at  first  administered  ;  but  these  remedies  availed 
but  little,  though  persevered  in  for  two  months,  the  hemorrhage 


S52  ORIGINAL   OOMlfUNIOATIONS. 

Btill  continued,  and  the  oedema  became  universal,  confining  hef 
to  her  bed. 

There  was  desire  for  food,  but  upon  taking  it  she  complained 
of  a  feeling  of  distension  in  the  epigastric  region,  of  so  unplea- 
sant a  nature  as  to  deter  her  from  gratifying  her  desire. 

This  condition,  gradually  becoming  aggravated,  continued  for 
several  months,  until  ascities  became  the  prominent  dropsical 
condition,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  interfere  with  respiration  ;  and 
as  hydragogue  cathartics  and  other  remedies  could  no  longer 
be  tolerated,  paracentesis  abdominis  was  resorted  to,  and  3^  gal. 
of  Ecrum,  drawn  off,  relieving  the  dyspnoea ;  but  re-accumulation 
Was  again  established,  and  progressed  rapidly. 

During  the  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  peritoneum,  the  oedemi 
of  the  extremities  partially  subsided,  and  large  hemorrhagic  spots 
appeared  on  both  lower  extremities. 

The  above  case  was  under  the  treatment  of  a  medical  friend, 
and  as  it  was  a  remarkable  instance  of  complicated  disease,  the 
writer  had  repeated  opportunities  of  examining  it,  for  it  continued 
for  a  period  of  nearly  eighteen  months  under  treatment,  when 
within  a  few  days  past  it  terminated  in  death. 
Post  Mortem. 

Lungs  collapsed,  cavity  of  pleura  filled  with  fluid,  the  pericar- 
dium also  distended  with  it.  The  walls  of  the  right  ventricle  and 
auricle  of  the  heart  very  much  attenuated,  and  cavities  filled  with 
coagula,  vulves  normal,  left  ventricle  hypertrophied  with  auricle, 
and  valves  healthy. 

Before  examining  abdomen,  drew  off  a  gallon  of  fluid,  liver, 
kidneys  and  bowels  apparently  healthy,  a  few  abnormal  adhesions 
of  old  date.  Pelvis ;— Bladder  collapsed  and  healthy,  the  broad 
ligament  of  the  uterus  on  right  side  perforated,  and  encephaloid 
matter  protruding  through  it  near  the  connection  of  bladder  and 
uterine  walls,  appearing  on  first  view  as  though  the  bladder  was 
involved,  but  on  passing  the  sound  found  no  apperture  in  bladder, 
but  upon  its  reflection  from  the  symphyses,  the  anterior  wall  of 
the  vagina  was  found  perforated,  and  cancerous  growths  projeotiDg 
through  it.  Indeed,  all  the  uterus,  except  the  fundus,  was  a  maas 
of  fungoid  disease.    The  iliac  veins  below  their  bifurcation  were 
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-plugged,  apparently  with  the  same,  very  much  enlarged,  and  their 
coats  attenuated ;  above  the  bifurcation,  as  far  as  traced,  the  cava 
was  patulous. 

Remarks. — Here  was  a  clear  revelation  of  encephaloid  disease 
of  the  uterus  ;  but  this  is  not  sufficient  to  account  for  ascites,  and 
universal  oedema,  except  so  far  as  the  continued  hemorrhage  kept 
up  the  senemic  condition ;  the  plugging  of  the  iliac  veins  was 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  dropsical  condition  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, but  there  was  no  pathological  condition  discovered  in 
the  abdomen  to  elucidate  the  cause  of  ascites.  We  must,  there- 
fore attribute  the  latter  and  the  oedema  of  the  upper  extremities, 
and  probably  the  primary  cause  of  plugging  of  the  iliac  veins, 
to  the  condition  of  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  the  ventricle  per- 
forming its  function  feebly,  and  having  as  a  consequence  an  accu- 
mulated column  of  venous  blood  pressing  upon  its  attenuated  walls. 


ARTICLE  III. — Death  caused  hy  the  injiuiiciotbs    tvse  of  Antimony* 
By  C.  W.  Le  Boutillieb. 

I  was  called  on  the  12th  of  June  to  visit  Mr.  James  Cochran, 
who  had  then  been  under  the  care  of  a  Quack  (Z.  Jo^lon)  for 
three  weeks. 

He  was  employed  in  the  pineries  last  winter,  and  has  enjoyed 
very  good  health  for  the  last  ten  years.  About  six  weeks  ago, 
while  crossing  the  river,  he  fell  in  the  water  and  got  wet.  lu  a 
day  or  two  he  was  seized  with  a  severe  pain  in  the  left  hip,  and  in 
consequence  of  it  had  to  come  down  in  a  wagon,  (100  miles,)  to 
receive  medical  aid.  On  his  arrival  here,  (nine  days  after  the 
accident,)  he  applied  for  treatment  to  the  above  named  individual, 
who  blistered  him  on  the  affected  parts,  and  salivated  him.  He* 
also  gave  him  Tartarized  Antimony,  in  the  dose  of  20  to  30  grs. 
per  day,  for  three  weeks  in  succession,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
days  that  he  omitted  the  medicine. 

On  his  examination  he  also  said  that  he  had  given  the  wine  of 
Colchicum,  in  the  dose  of  one  tablespoonful,  four  times  a  day. 

I  found  the  patient  as  follows  : — Ago  about  34  ;  temperament 

sanguine — and  learned  tliat  he  had  been  a  man  of  a  powerful  mus- 

45 
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cular  frame,  (weighing,  two  months  ago,  206  lbs  ,)  but  was  then 
(at  the  visit)  reduced  to  a  squelete  vivante,  in  fact  so  much  ema- 
ciated that  his  friends  did  not  recognize  him  on  their  arrival  from 
above. 

Symptoms. — Eyes  sunken,  and  conjunctiva  blanched;  tongue 
eoated  with  a  brown  fur,  edge  and  tip  very  red  deeply  fissured  on 
its  median  line,  and  perfectly  dry.  No  diflSculty  existed  in  the 
protrusion  of  that  organ,  and  its  retraction  seemed  easy.  Pulse. 
i20  in  the  minute  and  rather  hard  ;  skin  dry,  shrivelled  and  of  a 
deep  yellow  color. 

Patient  complains  of  great  pain  on  pressure  being  made  on  the 
abdomen,  the  pain  is  more  acute  in  the  right  iliac  and  epigastric 
regions.  When  aliments  or  liquids  aru  taken  into  the  stomach, 
they  are  immediately* rejected.  The  nervous  system  has  not  been 
during  his  sickness  in  the  least  impaired,  has  had  no  cephalalgia, 
when  interrogated  answers  without  the  least  hesitation.  Lungs 
and  heart  apparently  normal.  No  derangement  of  the  urinary 
organs — urine  voided  pretty  copiously,  and  rather  high  colored. 

Treatment. — Counter  irritation  on  the  abdomen  ;  give  small 
quantities  of  acidulated  ice  water,  and  a  small  quantity  of  weak 
broth  occasionally.  On  the  14th  I  called  in  Dr.  Johnson,  as 
counsel,  and  we  continued  the  above  treatment  until  the  17th, 
when  the  prostration  became  so  great  that  we  decided  to  use  small 
doses  of  wine  ;  but  we  ultimately  were  obliged  to  give  it  in  ene- 
mas, as  the  stomach  would  not  tolerate  it ;  a  5  of  Spt.  Turpen- 
tine was  occasionally  added  to  the  injection.  He  had  several  dark 
and  very  offensive  discharges  from  the  bowels  the  first  few  days 
of  our  attendance,  at  the  last  they  were  of  a  better  color  and  less 
offensive. 

On  the  20th  Dra.  Murphy  and  Anderson  saw  the  patient,  and 
approved  of  the  mode  of  treatment. 

Two  days  afterwards,  the  22d,  the  irritiibility  of  the  stomach 
was  ameliorat  d,  and  the  pain  in  tlie  abdomen  was  less  severe  ;  bat 
he  gradually  failed,  and  died  between  the  hours  of  three  and  four 
on  the  night  of  the  24,  retaining'  to  the  last  his  mental  faculties. 

Post  Mortem  Examination  held  fifteen  hours  after  death,  by 
irder  of  the  Coroner,  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Anderson,  Ames, 
^lurphy,  Johnson,  and  LeBoutellier.  (Jodon  was  also  present.) 
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Body. — Emaciation  very  great.  Skin. — Two  large  sores  on 
sacrum,  and  one  near  the  trochanter  of  the  ischium — apparently 
bed  sores.  Bowels. — (View  by  raising  the  abdominal  parietes  ) 
Considerable  congestion  and  inflammation  generally ;  right  iliac 
region  very  much  so.  Omentum  inflamed,  congested,  and  vessels 
enlarged.  Stomach — Dark  appearance  and  inflamed  on  surface 
spleen  a  little  enlarged,  but  healthy.  Liver. — Healthy,  gall  blad- 
der filled  with  darkish  bile.  Lungs  and  Heart. — Nothing  abnor- 
mal. Bladder. — Normal  and  distended,  with  a  pint  and  a  half  of 
urine.  Alimentary  Canal  laid  open ;  Stomach,  whole  surface 
inflamed.  The  mucous  membrane  was  considerably  thickened, 
softened,  and  disorganized  in  places,  especially  in  its  large  curva- 
ture. Pylorus  highly  inflamed,  with  suppttration  of  its  follicles. 
The  bowels  contained  a  small  quantity  of  blackish  thin  matter, 
and  a  purpular  eruption  was  found  through  their  whole  extent. 
Some  of  the  pustules  were  well  formed  and  defined,  uut  the  grea- 
test number  were  in  a  state  of  ulceration.  Duodenum,  Jejunum, 
and  Ileum. — Were  found  inflamed,  mucous  coat  like  stomach,  and 
the  surface  of  the  bowels  was  copiously  studded  over  with  the 
eruption.  A  section  six  inches  in  length  of  the  jejunum  furnished 
six  large  patches  of  these  agglomerated  pustules,  in  a  state  of 
ulceration;  they  were  generally  covered  over  with  a  soft  scab,  and 
the  muscular  coat  was  not  deeply  involved.  The  coecum  was 
black  and  softened,  very  much  like  stomach.  Colons — Were  found 
more  or  less  highly  inflamed,  and  the  eruption  as  in  small  bowels*. 
Kidneys. — Left  healthy ;  but  the  cortical  portion  of  the  right  one, 
the  adjoining  mesenteric  glands,  and  two  or  three  inches  of  as- 
cending colon  were  in  a  state  of  sifppnralion. 

After  the  autopsia  the  above  named  Physicians  were  sworn,  and 
requested  to  answer  separately  the  following  questions.  Q  — As 
a  medical  man,  from  your  experience  and  from  information 'gleaned 
from  authors,  in  your  opinion,  what  was  the  cause  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Cochran  ?  A  — As  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  history  of 
the  case,  and  the  pathological  lesions  found  in  the  bowels,  we  be- 
lieve that  he  died  from  the  injudicious  use  of  Antimpny.  A 
number  of  other  questions  were  made  by  the  Jury  and  Coroner 
respecting  medicines,  their  uses,  and  diseases,  etc. 
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The  Yerdict  of  the  Jury. 

'^  That  the  said  James  Cochran  came  to  his  death  by  some  cause 
unknown;  but  we  think  there  is  strong  presumptive  evidence  that 
he  came  to  his  death  by  the  improper  use  of  tartarized  Antimony, 
given  by  Z.  Jodon." 

Special  Coroner,  A.  Leaning. 
R.  P.  Upton, 
W.  F.  Cahill, 
J.  B.  Perkins, 
J.  C.  McCain. 
S.  D.  Hubbard* 
L.  G.  Johnson. 


ARTICLE   IV.— il    Case  of  Diabetes, 

Messrs.  Editors  : — During  my  practice  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  cure  a  bad  case  of  Diabetes,  and 
as  this  belongs  to  that  class  of  diseases  which  have  by  many  been 
regarded  as  incurable,  I  offer  a  narrative  of  the  facts  in  the  case, 
and  the  remedies  used,  for  publication  in  the  colum  ns  of  your 
highly  interesting  and  truly  valuable  Journal,  hoping  it  may  be 
of  benefit  to  some  of  my  professional  brethren. 

The  patient  was  a  young  man  of  about  twenty-two  years  of  iige. 
Previous  to  his  being  attacked  with  this  disease,  he  enjoyed  the 
best  of  health ;  was  robust,  and  possessed  of  a  large  amount  of 
physical  strength. 

At  the  time  he  called  on  me,  he  was  fearfully  emaciated,  and 
in  appearance  resembled  a  person  in  an  advanced  stage  of  con- 
sumption. He  told  me  that  he  passed  urine  some  thirty  or  forty 
times  during  every  twenty-four  hours,  to  the  amount  of  several 
quarts,  and  that  it  '^  was  as  sweet  as  honey." 

After  closely  questioning  him,  and  informing  myself  thoroughly 
relative  to  his  case,  I  gave  him  the  following  prescription,  vis : 
IJ-     Sulph.  Antimoni  Precip.  9j 
Pulo  Doveri  9ij 

"     Opii  qrs.  x 

"    Alumen  9jv 

M  et  fiat  chart  no.  xx. 

kke  one  at  morning  and  one  at  night. 
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I  directed  him  to  abstain  entirely  from  eating  any  kind  of  fruit, 
green  vegetables,  or  acid  or  saccharine  substances.  On  the  seventh 
day  after  using  the  above  medicine,  he  called  on  me,  and  informed 
me  that  he  urinated  not  to  exceed  five  or  six  times  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  that  his  urine  was  much   changed  in  appearance  and 
taste,  and  much  diminished  in  quantity,  and  that  his  thirst  had 
much  abated.     I  then  ordered  the  following  mixture : 
H     Tinct.  Canthai,    ^ 
**      Digitalis    gj 
"      Cinchon     gij 
Mur.  Tinct.  Ferri.  Sj 
Aqua.  Pura.  Jiii 

M  Dose  a  teaspoonful  at  noon  of  each  day. 
I  also  directed  him  to  continue  the  use  of  the  powders.  Two 
mreeks  after  he  called  again,  and  informed  me  that  his  thirst  and 
appetite  were  natural ;  that  he  felt  hearty  and  strong,  and  was 
increasing  in  flesh.  The  result  was  a  perfect  restoration  to  his 
former  good  health  and  exercise  of  his  physical  powers. 

Since  then  I  have  treated  another  case  of  confirmed  Diabetes 
^though  not  so  far  advanced  as  the  first)  in  the  same  way,  with 
the  same  happy  result. 

Yours  with  deference  and  respect,  J.  B.  HOAG,  M.  D. 

Carthage,  Rush  Co.,  Ind.,  June  10,  1855. 


ARTICLE   Y,—Htmaopatky,  its  FrirudpUs  and  Practice,       By   0. 
A.  Hathwill,  M.  D.,  Virginia,  Cass  Co.,  111. 

If  any,  speak,  for  him  have  I  'offended. 

BriUus. 

1  came  to  bury  CsBsar,  not  to  praise  him« 

Mark  Antony. 


We  are  given  to  understand  through  the  medium  of  various 
journals,  that  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  their  wise  delibera- 
tions, have  concluded  on  having  a  Chair  of  Homoeopathy  estab- 
tablished  in  the  Medical  Department  of  their  State  University,  at 
Ann  Arbor. 

Now,  as  Homoeopathy  is  truly  one  of  the  novelties  of  the  age 
.we  live  in,  we  propose  to  say  a  few  words  about  this  system,  ia 
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which  many  are  at  this  very  time  so  steadfastly  and  perseveringly 
pursuing;  but,  however,  neither  particularly  to  advocate  or  con- 
demn it,  for  though  we  know  a  little  about  its  principle  or  theorv, 
we  honestly  confess  knowing  still  less  about  its  practice. 

Homoeopathy  is  defined  *^  similar  disease,"  which,  in  its  turn, 
means  that  the  remedy  is  the  same  as  the  cause  of  the  disease. 

This  is  the  discovery  of  Dr  Hahnemann,  the  founder  of  Homoe- 
opathy, and  dates,  we  believe,  from  1790 — the  epoch  of  the  French 
Revolution, — verily,  an  epoch  of  novelties. 

For  example :  in  a  healthy  person  coffee  produces  excitement, 
in  a  sick  one  it  removes  it ;  in  a  healthy  person  opium  produce3 
sleep,  in  a  sick  one  wakefulness.  It  is  on  this  principle  that  in 
persons  whose  vitality  has  been  suspended  by  exposure  to  cold, 
animation  is  restored  by  rubbing  them  with  snow  ;  and  that  burna 
are  most  efficaciously  treated  by  heat,  either  by  direct  exposure 
to  fire,  or  by  partially  exciting  heat. 

Now,  this  is  Homoeopathy  in  its  original  and  etymological  sense, 
but  not  the  sense  in  which  it  is  generally  known  to  the  public. 
This  latter  sense  has  reference  to  another  discovery  of  Dr.  Hahne- 
mann, called  the  development  of  power  in  medicinal  substances. 

By  daily  experience  he  found  that  physic  applied  in  gruss  form, 
as  under  the  old  (or  Allopathic)  system,  acted  much  too  strongly ; 
he,  therefore,  diluted  it  with  water  or  Spirits  of  Wine,  and  thus 
discovered  that  its  efficacy  was  increased  in  proportion  to  its  weak- 
ness, the  less  matter,  the  more  spirit.  For  instance :  the  medi- 
cine is  prepared  in  the  following  manner.  Take  one  drop  of  strong 
tincture,  say  tincture  of  Rhubarb,  mix  it  with  ninety-nine  drops 
of  Spirits  of  Wine, — that  makes  the  first  power.  Take  one  drop 
of  that  diluted  tincture  and  mix  it  with  ninety-nine  drops  of 
Spirits  of  Wine,  and  you  have  the  second  power.  Take  one  drop 
of  the  second  power  and  mix  it  with  ninety- nine  drops  of  Spirits 
of  Wine,  and  then  you  have  the  third  power  of  Rhubarb,  and  so 
on  till  you  come  to  the  thirtieth  power,  and  this  is  the  first  power 
that  can  be  used  efficaciously  ;  it  is  the  lowest  Homoeopathic  pow- 
er that  is  used.  The  power  in  common  use,  a  pill  or  globule  of 
:he  thirtieth  power,  is  said  to  contain  one  decillionth  part  of  a 
irop  of  strong  tincture, — a  decillion  is  exprepsed  on  the  Continent 
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hy  34  figures,  in  England  by  61.  Homoeopathic  medicine  is  also 
prepared  in  a  drjr  state  by  trituration,  which  is  said  to  magnetise 
itj  or  increase  its  power. 

By  following  up  this  same  system  with  perseverance  for  months, 
or  years,  you  raise  the  power,  that  is,  weaken  the  material  solu- 
tion of  the  medicine  to  any  extent  you  please. 

Jeninchen,  a  patient  and  most  persevering  German  Homoeo- 
pathist,  of  Wiemar,  whom  we  believe  is  now  deceased,  raised  the 
powers  of  Homoeopathic  remedies  by  weakening  them,  to  a  greater 
extent  than  any  other  that  we  have  heard  of.  Arsenic,  for  in- 
stance, he  raised  to  the  forty  thousandth  power.  He  must  conse- 
quently have  taken  the  drop  of  tincture  forty  thousand  times  from 
one  vial,  and  mixed  it  forty  thousand  times  with  the  Spirits  of 
wine  in  another  vial,  and  made  a  memorandum  of  it  at  the  same 
time.  Moreover,  the  vials  must  be  particularly  clean,  rinsed  a 
dozen  times,  and  the  water  not  only  wiped  but  evaporated  from 
them  by  heat.  The  trouble  and  the  time,  therefore,  are  very  great, 
and  consequently  these  high  powers  which  contain  as  near  as  pos- 
sible nothing  of  medicine,  are  very  expensive,  the  preparation  of 
them  being  the  labor  of  years.  The  effects  of  these  high  powers 
of  Jeninchen' s  are  said  to  be  bordering  on  the  wonderful  1  By 
Bome  means,  only  known  to  him,  he  increased  the  effect  to  a  de- 
gree never  before  obtained  in  powers  prepared  by  any  one,  or  by 
machinery  1 1 

To  complete  the  preparation  of  the  medicine,  a  number  of  pills 
of  so  diminutive  a  size  that  some  ten  or  twelve  of  them  would  not 
more  than  occupy  the  capacity  of  a  mouse's  ear,  composed  of 
Sugar  of  Milk,  are  made  by  the  confectioner,  and  dipped  in  the 
diluted  tincture.  These  sugar  of  milk  pills  constitute  the  homoeo- 
pathic medicine,  and  even  these  are  not  taken  entire  always,  for 
two,  three  or  five  (Lutze  always  uses  five)  are  put  into  half  a 
tumbler  of  water  and  dissolved,  and  you  take  a  spoonful  of  the 
n;ixture  once  or  twice  a  day,  and  this  is  all  your  treatment,  except 
that  you  are  placed  upon  a  rigid  diet,  and  forbidden  the  use  of 
every  thing  stimulating,  as  wine,  beer,  coffee,  tea,  mustard,  pep- 
per, &c  ,  nay,  you  are  carefully  enjoined  to  smell  nothing  thai 
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excites ;  even  the  effluyium  of  the  pepper-box  is  decidedly  inju- 
rious, and  almost  any  other  tooth-powder  but  fine  charcoal  will 
prove  a  counter-agent  to  the  delicate  medicinal  spirit  that  has 
been  introduced  into  your  system.  A  young  lady  under  homoeo- 
pathic treatment  called  to  see  a  female  friend  of  hers,  whom  she 
found  bleaching  a  straw  bonnet,  by  exposing  it  to  the  fumes  of 
brimstone  under  a  barrel.  She  accidentally  smelt  the  sulphur, 
her  physician  in  his  inquisition  found  it  out,  and  with  terror  and 
consternation  depicted  in  every  feature,  he  exclaimed  to  her, 
"  Horrible !  oh,  most  horrible  I  how  could  you  do  such  a  thing  ?" 

Dr.  Lutze,  of  Gothen,  (if  still  in  existence,  and  we  have  not 
heard  of  his  decease,)  iS;  we  believe,  the  most  distinguished  of 
living  Homoeopathists  in  Germany.  His  cures  are  said  to  present 
something  like  the  appearance  of  magic.  His  powers  are  also 
nearly  as  high  as  those  of  Jeninchen's,  that  is  twenty,  thirty,  and 
even  forty  thousand.  There  is  a  spirituality  also  about  the  man 
which  invests  his  professional  method  with  something  of  a  reli- 
gious character.  Indeed,  the  tendency  of  homoeopathy  is  so  de- 
cidedly spiritual  that  it  naturally  leads  its  professors  in  spite  of 
themselves  into  mystic  and  religious  feelings.  How  is  it  possible 
for  a  man  to  escape  them  when  he  becomes  convinced  from  expe- 
rience that  the  less  material  his  medicine  becomes  the  more  effica- 
cious it  proves?  '^  The  less  matter  the  more  spirit"  is  his  admit- 
ted maxim  ;  and  if  this  does  not  tend  to  make  a  spiritualist  of  » 
man  we  know  not  what  will. 

Hence  it  comes  to  pass  that  the  most  distinguished  and  success- 
ful homoeopathists  instruct  their  patients  to  look  to  God  for  s 
blessing  upon  the  medicines,  for  without  His  aid  all  material 
means  must  prove  in  vain. 

Lutze,  we  are  told,  carries  the  devotional  spirit  into  the  sick 
chamber,  and  is  himself  so  deeply  imbued  with  the  religious  feel- 
ing and  the  high  religious  mission  of  the  medical  profession,  that 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  this  medicinal  spirit  in  himself  is 
much  more  efficacious  than  that  imprisoned  spirit  in  the  fortj 
thousandth  power  of  his  diluted  sugar  of  milk  pills. 

Indeed,  it  has  been  observed  by  his  disciples,  that  instead  of 
oUowing  to  the  letter  the  rules  of  homoeopathic  treatment^  he 
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transgresses  them  frequently  with  success.  After  hearing  the 
sjniptoms  of  a  complaint,  he  put  his  hand  on  a  medicine  and  took 
it  out;  a  pupil  observed  that  *'  that  was  wrong."  "  Never  mind," 
said  Lutze,  *'  it  will  do;'  and  do  it  did! 

Wonderful  stories  are  told  of  homoeopath ists.  We  shall  give 
one  of  Dr.  Hahnemann,  the  founder  of  the  system. 

"  This  eminent  physician  had  invited  a  small  company  to  his 
house,  and  while  all  were  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  mirth,  a  young 
lady,  the  daughter  of  a  physician,  was  observed  by  Dr.  Hahne- 
mann, seated  in  a  corner,  suffering  from  a  most  violent  toothache. 
Hahnemann  said  to  her,  **  Well,  Emma;  my  dear,  has  not  your 
father  prescribed  anything  for  your  toothache  7"  "  Yes,"  she 
replied,  *'  he  did,  but  all  to  no  purpose ;  be  kind  enough  to  admin- 
ister something  to  me." 

Hahnemann. — Provided  your  father  do  not  take  it  amiss. 

Emma. — He  shall  know  nothing  of  the  matter  if  it  does  me 
good." 

•*  Dr.  Hahnemann  drew  from  his  pocket  a  small  vial  containing 
a  few  globules,  and  requested  the  young  lady  to  smell  it  once. 
The  pain  immediately  increased  to  an  almost  insupportable  de- 
gree, but  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  had  wholly  ceased.  Emma 
deemed  herself  very  happy.  She  requested  Dr.  Hahnemann  to 
give  her  the  vial,  which  he  readily  assented  to,  but  with  the  fol- 
lowing injunction  :  **  You  must  promise  me  not  to  smell  it  except 
on  a  return  of  the  pain ;  if  you  should  do  so  the  pain  will  in- 
stantly come  back,  and  the  remedy  will  then  be  of  no  avail." 
Emma  promised  to  obey  the  Doctor's  precaution,  and  went  home 
with  the  vial,  merry  and  happy.  Several  months  elapsed  without 
a  return  of  the  toothache.  In  the  meantime,  Emma  was  engaged 
to  a  young  physician,  and  one  day  in  the  presence  of  her  intended 
her  father  said  to  her,  *^  well,  Emma,  where's  your  toothache  1" 
Emma  looked  considerably  embarrassed  at  the  question,  and  being 
warmly  solicited  to  disclose  the  reason,  related  what  had  passed 
between  Hahnemann  and  herself.  Father  and  lover  both  burst 
into  a  hearty  laugh.  Emma  by  her  father's  request  then  pro- 
duced the  miraculous  vial ;  both  smelt  it  in  derision,  and  asked 
Emma  to  smell  it  also.  She  however  declined,  stating  that  Dr. 
n.  had  strictly  forbidden  her  to  do  so,  as  the  pain  would  promptly 
return.  They  again  pressed  her,  assuring  her  it  was  harmless, 
and  yielding  to  their  importunate  entreaties  she  smelt  it,  and  im- 
mediately after  was  seized  with  a  return  of  the  toothache   in  its 

40 
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most  agonizing  form.  Her  father  and  the  young  physician  were 
struck  with  astonishment,  and  grieved  at  such  an  extraordinary 
result.  Emma  quickly  sought  Dr.  Hahnemann  in  order  to  make 
fuH'confession  to  him.  After  having  found  the  Doctor,  and  di- 
vulging the  facts,  he  accosted  her  *'  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger/' 
*^  Emma,  Emma,  you  have  indeed  been  disobedient,  and  you  have 
paid  the  penalty."  With  these  words  he  withdrew,  but  soon  re- 
turned, and  producing  another  vial  requested  her  to  smell  it ;  she 
complied,  and  the  pain  was  at  once  assuaged.  Having  witnessed 
such  an  extraordinary  phenomenon,  the  father  and  the  future  hus- 
band were  converts   to  the   new   doctrine,  and   became   eminent 


It  is  asserted  that  Lutze  produces  similar  marvelous  results. 
Boninghansen,  ofMunster,  is  more  material  and  less  successful; 
but  he  stands  next  to  Lutze,  it  is  said  in  popular  estimation. 
Homoeopathy  has  made  great  progress  in  Germany,  and  many 
other  parts  of  the  continent,  we  there  find  homoeopathic  families 
and  boarding  houses,  where  patients  are  kept  in  condition  for  phy- 
sicians. 

Homoeopathists  have  observed  different  effects  and  results  io 
different  localities.  For  instance,  in  England,  and  on  the  continent, 
in  London  some  ascribe  it  to  diet — the  heavy  beverage,port,  sherry, 
porter,  and  ale,  which  with  tea  and  coffee  are  such  powerful  coun- 
ter agents  as  render  homoeopathic  medicines  of  little  or  no  use. 
The  system  originated  in  Germany,  its  discoveries  were  German, 
and  it  is  very  probable  that  its  treatment  requires  modificaUonSi 
adapted  for  every  variety  of  people  and  climate. 

Of  its  worthy  we  shall  say  but  little ;  let  its  followers  and  be- 
lievera  pursue  the  *'  even  tenor  of  their  way,''  but  we  miisl  mak« 
a  few  remarks  upon  its  spiritual  or  immaterial  character.  "  The 
less  matter  the  more  spirit,"  is  the  leading  principle  of  homoeopa- 
thy. **  Give  as  little  medicine  as  possible — the  minimum  quan- 
tity is  the  most  efficacious,  it  is  the  spirit  that  cureth,  and  spirit 
is  not  to  be  measured  in  value,  by  the  amount  of  the  body  thai 
contains  it  A  violent  remedy  for  a  human  body,  is  like  a  violent 
remedy  for  a  political  body ;  it  is  a  revolution — a  convulsion — and 
as  political  experience  has  proved  the  one  to  be  ineffective,  so  bu- 

an  experience  has  found  that  the  violent  Allopathic  medicines  of 

le  common  drug  shops  are  insufficient  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
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liuman  suffering.    In  both  cases  a  more 'Spiritual,  deep  and  recon- 
dite remedy  is  indispensable." 

Such  is  the  reasoning  of  Homoeopathy,  or  immaterial  medicine, 
and  such  the  practice,  of  which  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  desire  to  have  an  established  chair  in  their  State  Uni- 
Tersity. 

Should  this  article  meet  an  Homoeopathic  eye,  the  reader  Will 
perceiye  we  have  applied  to  ourself,  the  name  of  Allopathic,  which 
has  been  bestowed  upon  us,  but  why  I  am  unable  to  account  for. 
Who,  «nd  what  are  allopathic  physicians  ?  What  is  meant  by  that 
title,  and  what  is  their  particular  practice  ?  Will  some  homoeo- 
pfithist  explain  ?  We  know  of  none  to  whom  this  name  is  applica- 
ble ;  certainly  not  if  the  regular  profession  of  medicine,  although 
many  of  them  without  straining,  have  gulped  the  title  down.  For 
ourself,  we  maintain  the  ground,  that  the  term  is  a  misnomer, 
wholly  inappropriate  to  the  scientific  practitioner,  but  as  we  pen- 
ned this  article  to  exhibit  the  reasoning  and  theory  of  homoeopathy, 
and  not  in  defence  of  our  system  or  ourself,  we  shall  forbear  Air- 
tber  observations  ns  superfluous. 

Should  this  article  not  come  in  contact  with  an   homoeopadiic 
eye,  I  can  again  quote  the  words  of  Brutus,  and  say — 
''  Then  none  have  I  oflfeuded." 
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liocJc  River  Union  Medical  Soddy. 

Thb  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Lee,  Whiteside,  and  Ogle  coun- 
ties, met  in  convention  at  Dixon,  June  27th,  1855,  pursuant  to  a 
call  previously  given. 

Present,— Drs.  J.  B.  Nash,  G.  W.  Phillips,  N.  W.  Abbott, 
Olirer  Everett,  J.  W.  Velie,  H.  Wasson,  Dixon ;  J.  A.  Jackson, 
T.  M.  Crombie,  Amboy ;  A.  S.  Hudson,  Sterling ;  H  G.  Donald- 
son, Como  ;  W.  W.  Winters,  Milligeville ;  P.  K.  Guild,  Lee 
Centre. 
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The  convention  organized.  A  constitution  wag  reported,  con- 
sidered and  adopted. 

Article  1st  reads,  This  association  shall  be  known  as  the  Itock 
River  Union  Medical  Society, 

Article  2d  reads,  AH  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Lee,  WhiteBide, 
Ogle,  and  adjoining  counties,  if  of  good,  moral,  and  professional 
8ta«iding,  on  presentation  of  their  diplomas,  from  anj  legally 
organized  Medical  College,  or  County,  or  State  license,  from  any 
legalized  Medical  Board,  or  satisfactory  credentials  from  such 
source  in  other  counties,  may  become  members  by  signing  their 
names  to  the  Constitution  ;  but  no  one  shall  be  entitled  to  member- 
ship, whose  practice  is  based  upon  an.  exclusive  dogma,  to  the  re- 
jection of  the  accumulated  experience  of  the  profession,  and  of  the 
aids  furnished  by  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  chemistry. 

Article  7th  of  By-Laws  reads.  The  members  of  this  society,  in 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  the  public,  shall  be  guided 
by  the  code  of  ethics  adopted  by  the  Nationl  Medical  Association. 

The  ofBcers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are  Dr.  Oliver  Everett, 
President;  Dr.  A.  S.  Hudson,  Vice-President;  Dr.  G.  W.  Phil- 
lips, Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretery ;.  Dr.  J.  B.  Nash, 
Treasurer ;  Drs.  N.  W.  Abbott,  A.  S.  Hudson,  dnd  J.  A.  Jackson, 
Censors. 

Drs.  0.  Everett,  G.  W.  Phillips,  and  H.  Warron,  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  prepare  a  report  for  the  next  annual  meeting 
upon  the  following  subject : — What  influence  has  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  this  country  had  in  modifying  the  general  type 
of  desease. 

Drs.  N.  W.  Abbott  and  J.  A.  Jackson  were  appointed,  each 
to  prepare  a  paper  upon  some  medical  subject,  to  be  read  at  the 
next  meeting,  which  was  appointed,  second  Wednesday  of  Novem- 
ber next,  the  14th  of  the  month,  at  Dixon. 

Dr.  A.  S.  Hudson  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  address  at  the 
next  annual  meeting,  to  be  held  the  second  Wednesday  of  June. 
1856,  at  Dixon. 

Dr.  K.  W.  Abbott    was  appointed  as  delegate   to  attend  the 
lext  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 
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Dr.  A.  S.  Hudson  was  chosen  as  delegate  to  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Medical  Association. 

Resolved,  That  a  condensed  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
convention  be  published  in  the  North-  Western  Medical  and 
jSurgiccU  Journal. 

On  motion,  ajoumed. 

Olivbe  Everbtt,  M.  D.,  Pres't 

G.  W.  Phillips,  M.  D.,  Sec'y. 
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Abstract  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Academy  of  Medidm  on 
Cathelerization  of  the  Air*Fassages, 

This  committee  was  appointed  to  report  upon  a  paper  read  before 
the  Academy  of  Medicine,  by  Dr.  Horace  Green,  **  On  the  Em- 
ployment of  iDJections  into  the  Bronchial  Tubes,  and  into  Tuber- 
cular Cavities  of  the  Lungs.''  The  committee  consisted  of  Prof. 
Willard  Parker,  chairman,  Drs.  Alex.  H.  Stevens,  Isaac  Wood,  J. 
Anderson,  J.  T.  Metcalfe,  B  F.  Barker,  and  John  0.  Stone.  The 
following  is  an  abstract  of  the  majority  report. 

The  committee  met  on  five  different  occasions.  At  these  dif- 
ferent meetings  thirty-eight  patients,  in  the  aggregate,  were  sub- 
mitted by  Dr.  Green  and  others  to  the  test  of  the  operation  of 
passing  instruments  into  the  air-passages,  and  three,  of  the  injec- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver  into  these  passages. 

I.  As  to  the  practicabUUy  of  the  operation  of  passing  instru- 
ments  into  the  air-passages. 

This  division  of  the  report  was  considered  under  the  following 
heads : — 

1.  History  #/  catheterism  of  the  air-passages. — The  intro- 
duction of  tubes  into  the  air-passage  is  not  a  recent  operation.  It 
was  recommended  by  Hippocrates,  and  seems  to  have  been  long 
practiced  in  preference  to  bronchotomy.  Desault,  among  modern 
writers,  also  recommended  it  strongly.  Mr.  Ryland,  in  his  treatise 
on  Diseases  of  the  Larynx,  devotes  a  short  section  to  this  opera- 
tion.    Other  authors  allude  to  it  as  a  matter  of  history. 

2-  Results  of  erperiments, — The  results  of  experiments  con- 
firm the  records  of  history,  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  operation 
of  catheterizing  the  air-passages.     In  11  cases  it  was  perfi>rmed 
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to  their  entire  satisfaction.     The  evidences  on  which  they  rely  as 
proofs  of  its  success  are  : — 

1.  The  detection  of  the  tube  in  the  cavity  of  the  larynx  by  the 
finger  passed  into  the  mouth. — This  was  done  by  several  of  the 
committee,  and  was  demonstrative  of  the  position  of  the  tabe  in 
relation  to  the  laryngeal  openings. 

2.  The  symptoms  manifested  by  the  patient : 

The  symptoms  which  distinguish  the  passage  of  an  instrument 
into  the  trachea  and  oesophagus,  may  be  thus  contrasted  : — 

TRACHEA. 

1.  Suffusion  of  the  face,  rapidly  increasing  to  turgescence  and 
lividity. 

2.  Great  anxiety  and  alarm ;  not  easily  pacified. 
8.  Eyes  wild,  staring,  overflowing  with  tears. 

4.  Cough  violent  and  spasmodic. 

5.  Respiration  greatly  disturbed :  inspiration  loud,  hoarse,  and 
croupy ;  expiration  attended  with  violent  cough,  ejection  of  bron- 
chial mucus  through  the  tube,  and  finally,  full  breathing  through 
the  instrument. 

6.  Voice  extinguished,  a  hoarse  whisper,  interpreted  with  diffi- 
culty. 

7.  Retching  slight. 

(ESOPHAGUS. 

1.  Suffusion  of  the  face  slight,  rapidly  subsiding,  with  cessation 
of  retching  and  vomiting 

2.  Little  anxiety;  easily  pacified. 

8.  Eyes  natural ;  slight  suffusion  from  tears. 

4.  Little  or  no  cough. 

5.  Respiration  little,  if  at  all  disturbed ;  occasional  ptt&  of  air 
through  the  tube. 

6.  Voice  distinct ;  often  quite  natural. 

7.  Retching  and  vomiting  a  common  symptom. 

So  prominent  and  characteristic  are  the  symptoms  which  the  pa- 
tient manifests  on  the  successful  introduction  of  the  instrument 
into  the  air-passages,  and  so  strikingly  do  they  contrast  with  those 
witnessed  when  it  enters  the  oesophagus,  that  the  committee  came 
to  regard  the  rational  signs  as  the  surest  criterion  of  the  success 
of  the  operation.  In  but  a  single  instance  did  they  fail  of  being 
exhibited  with  characteristic  intensity.  In  this  case  the  patient 
had  suffered  from  a  syphilitic  ulceration  of  the  air-passages,  anil 
to  this  circumstance,  together  with  his  enfeebled  condition,  was 
attributed  the  absence  of  the  severe  symptoms.  Dyspnoea  and 
vidity  of  the  face  were  the  only  evidence  of  the  success  of  the 
peration.     They  therefore    establish  it  as  a  rule,  to  which  ordia* 
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arily  tliere  is  no  exception,  that  the  rational  signs  aboTe  tabulated 
will  differently  distinguish  the  course  which  the  instrument  takes, 
whether  into  the  laryngeal  or  oesophagus  passages. 

Other  tests  were   employed,    but  none  of  them  were  found  on 
trial    ree  from  objection. 

The  power  of  the  patient  to  blow  out  a  lighted  candle,  and  to 
collapse  and  inflate  at  will,  in  respiration,  a  bladder  attached  to 
its  free  extremity,  through  the  tube,  has  been  much  relied  upon 
as  a  proof  that  the  tube  had  entered  the  trachea.  But  it  was 
found  that  when  the  tube  was  purposely  passed  into  the  oesopha- 
gus, this  power  was  still  retained,  though  in  a  much  less  degree. 
The  passage  of  two  sponge-armed  probangs  into  the  throat,  and 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  lower  one,  calculating  the  position  of  the 
other,  whether  in  the  oesophagus  or  trachea,  did  not,  as  far  as 
experimented  with,  yield  satisfactory  results.  For  it  was  not  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  that  the  sponge-probang  enter- 
ed the  larynx  and  trachea.  • 

The  sensations  of  the  patient  are  reliable  only  when  the  tube  has 
been  repeatedly  passed  both  into  the  trachea  and  oesophagus.  In 
these  cases  patients  have  very  promptly  and  correctly  decided 
which  passage  the  instrument  was  entering.  This  fact  was  strik- 
ingly illustrated  in  Mary  Norton,  on  whom  the  operation  was  re- 
peatedly performed  before  she  was  brought  before  the  committee. 
On  the  first  and  second  trials  of  the  introduction  of  the  tube,  by 
Dr.  Green,  she  shook  her  head,  indicating  that  it  had  not  entered 
the  larynx.  The  operator,  however,  was  satisfied  on  the  last  trial 
that  the  tube  had  penetrated  the  trachea,  and  that  the  sensations 
of  the  patient  were  not  to  be  relied  on,  when  she  ejected  a  portion 
of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  through  the  tube,  and  thus  demon- 
strated not  onl  V  the  position  of  the  instrument,  but  equally  the 
correctness  of  her  sensation. 

It  appeared  very  evident,  also,  in  the  course  of  these  experi- 
ments, that  the  opinion  of  the  operator,  as  to  the  course  which  the 
instrument  takes,  is  unreliable,  when  he  trusts  to  his  own  senses, 
and  disregards  symptoms.  They  witnessed  in  two  cases  the  fallacy 
of  Dr.  Green's  opinion,  as  to  the  success  of  his  experiment,  though 
based  upon  so  large  an  experience.  In  both  instances,  while  posi- 
tive that  he  had  successAiII y  passed  the  instrument  into  the  trachea, 
the  patient  vomited  through  the  tube,  and  thus  demonstrated  his 
error. 

II.  Facility  of  the  operation. — While  these  experiments  proved 
conclusively  to  the  minds  of  the  committee,  the  practicability  of 
passing  tubes  into  the  air-passages,  they  also  afforded  opportuni- 
ties of  witnessing  the  facility  with  which  the  operation  is  per- 
formed under  the  different  circumstances,  and  with  different  in- 
struments.    These  were  as  follows : — 
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1.  Previous  preparation  of  the  patient, — It  is  contended  that 
the  facility  with  which  the  instrument  is  introduced  depends  much 
upon  the  previous  preparation  of  the  patient,  by  frequent  applica- 
tion of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  upper  part  of  the  larynx.  To 
obviate  this  objection,  the  committee  met  twice  at  Dr.  Green's 
oflSce,  to  witness  the  experiment  upon  patients  whom  he  was  treat- 
ing with  local  applications  to  these  parts,  and  at  the  second  visit 
at  Belle vue  Hospital,  the  patients  wore  selected  from  a  class 
which  had  been  expressly  prepared  for  the  experiment,  by  the 
application  of  caustic  to  the  throat  from  three  to  five  times  daring 
the  preceding  week. 

The  re^ults  of  these  experiments,  however,  do  not  sastain  the 
above  assertion.  The  patients,  on  whom  Dr.  Green  had  been 
operating  fov  six  months,  more  or  less,  were  as  intoleraiit  of  the 
actual  passage  of  the  tube  in  the  trachea,  as  those  first  submitted 
to  trial.  The  case  of  Mary  Norton  was  adduced.  Although  the 
tube  in  her  case  had  beon  passed  into  the  trachea  half-a-dozen 
times  previously  to  her  coming  before  the  committee,  still  she  ex- 
hibited, in  the  most  marked  manner,  all  the  evidences  character- 
istic of  the  introduction  of  a  foreign  body  into  the  air-passi^es, 
when  the  tube  was  successfully  passed. 

2.  Instruments  Employed. — The  facility  with  which  catheter- 
ism  of  the  air-passages  is  performetl  seems  to  depend  in  a  great 
degree  upon  the  instruments  used.  Those  employed  in  these  ex- 
periments were  :  1.  A  tube,  consisting  of  Hutching^s  catheter,  No. 
10,  with  a  wire  stilet,  and  bent  with  a  curvature  corresponding  to 
a  circle  of  six  inches  in  diameter.  2.  A  tube  of  the  same  size, 
slightly  bent  at  its  extremity.  This  was  the  instrument  selected 
by  Dr  Green,  and  is  the  one  which  he  is  accustomed  to  use  in 
practice.  3.  A  sponge  armed  probang,  the  sponge  having  a  di- 
ameter of  one  halt*  to  three  quarter  of  an  inch.  The  result  of  the 
experiments  with  these  several  instruments  was  as  follows  : — 

Per  cent. 
No.  of  trials. 
Tube  with  large  carve,  19 

Tube  with  sniail  curve,  87 

Sponge  probang,  18 

From  these  experiments  it  appears  that  the  instrument  best  ad- 
apted to  succeed  in  cathcterism  of  the  air-passages,  it  is  a  tube 
having  a  large  curve,  or  one  shaped  like  a  common  catheter  ;  while 
that  least  adapted  to  enter  the  trachea  is  the  sponge-armed  pro- 
bang. 

1.  The  Tube  with  a  Large  Curve. — This  instrument  was  in- 
troduced into  the  trachea  eleven  times,  to  the  entire  satisCftCtion  of 
:he  Committee.     The  fact  that  the  operators  were  successful  eleven 
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times  in  nineteen  trials,  proves  that  this  tube  can  be  introduced 
with  considerable  certainty  into  the  air-passage. 

2.  The  Tube  with  a  Small  Curve, — This  is  the  instrument 
selected  by  Dr.  Green  for  catheterization  of  the  air-passages,  and 
is  that  which  he  uses  in  practice.  In  these  experiments  he  was 
the  only  one  who  employed  it,  and  the  result  shows  that  even  in 
the  hands  of  the  most  skillful  practitioner,  it  failed  of  entering 
the  air-passage  in  about  92  per  cent,  of  trials. 

3.  The  Spon^e-Probang. — This  instrument  afforded  the  least 
satisfactory  results  of  any  used.  Notwithstanding  the  most  per- 
severing efforts  with  the  whalebone  slightly  bent,  as  used  by  Dr. 
Green,  and  with  patients  who  quietly  submitted  to  the  test  of  ex- 
periment, the  results  were  entirely  negative.  In  no  instance  did 
it  satisfactorily  enter  the  trachea.  In  two  instances,  with  the 
whalebone  curved  like  a  common  catheter,  the  sponge  was  thought 
to  have  entered  the  larynx ;  but  with  repeated  efforts  it  cciild  not 
be  passed  between  and  beyond  the  vocal  chords.  The  suffocation 
was  so  great  each  time  as  to  compel  a  withdrawal  of  the  instru- 
ment. 

III.  The  Utility  of  Injections  into  Tubercular  Cavities  of 
Lungs. — This  portion  of  the  report  was  brief.  As  the  Committee 
had  no  evidence  that  injection  could  be  thrown  into  tubercular 
cavities  of  the  lungs,  they  refused  to  discuss,  on  merely  theoreti- 
cal grounds,  the  question  of  their  utility.  One  of  the  three  cases 
injected  with  nitrate  of  silver  died  within  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  operation,  not  having  recovered  from  its  immediate  effects.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  physician  who  made  the  autopsy,  describ- 
ing the  condition  of  the  air-passages.  The  mucous  membrane  had 
the  appearance  of  a  recent  application  of  the  caustic. 

Conclusions. — 1.  Gatheterism  of  the  air-passages  dates  its  his- 
tory from  the  time  of  Hippocrates. 

!2.  The  best  evidence  of  the  successful  passage  of  an  instrument 
into  the  air -passages,  are  rational  signs. 

8.  The  facility  of  the  operation  depends  upon  the  kind  of  instm- 
ment  used — the  tube  having  a  large  curve  being  best,  and  th« 
sponge-probang  least  adapted  to  enter  the  trachea. 

4.  That  there  is  no  reliable  evidence,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com* 
inittee,  that  the  sponge-probang  has  been  passed  th(X>ugh  and  be- 
yond the  vocal  chords. 

5.  That  there  is  no  sure  evidence  that  an  instrument  can  be  pas- 
sed a/  will  into  the  right  or  left  bronchial  divisions. 

6.  That  the  great  majority  of  instances  where  injections  aire 
supposed  to  have  been  thrown  into  the  lungs  through  a  tube,  they 
have  passi'd  directly  into  the  stomach. 

7*  That  as  regards  the  utility  of  injections  of  nitrate  of  silver 
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into  the  lungs,  the  facts  thus  far  developed  in  the  experiment  of 
the  Committee,  lead  them  to  regard  the  operation  as  one  fraught 
with  danger  as  well  as  difficult. 

This  report  was  signed  bj  Prof.  Parker,  Chairman,  Drs.  Wood, 
Metcalf,  and  Stone ;  Dr.  Anderson  subscribed  to  all  but  that  bear- 
ing upon  the  utility  of  injections  :  this  he  did  not  think  sufficientlj 
investigated ;  Dr.  Stevens,  who  witnessed  but  a  few  experiments, 
made  a  short  iieport.  Prof.  Barker  made  a  lengthy  minority  re- 
port— TV.  Y.  Med.  ^*  Col.  Sciences 


On  the  Treatment  of  the  more  Commnon  Forms  of  Skin  Dis- 
eases met  with  in  Edinburgh.  By  John  Hughbs  Bbnnbti, 
M  D.,  F.  R.  S.  E.,  Professor   of  the  Institutes   of  Medicine, 

.  and  of  Clinical  Medicine,  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Since  the  addition  of  a  ward  for  skin  disesises  to  the  clinical  de- 
partment of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  I  have  had  ample  opportunities 
of  determining  what  are  the  uiore  common  forms  of  cutaneons 
eruption  met  with  in  thiscity,  and  of  trying  various  modes  of  treat- 
ment. A  short  account  of  the  results  of  my  experience  in  this 
department,  excluding  the  eruptive  fevers,  may  not  be  unaccepta- 
ble to  my  medical  brethren. 

Eczema  is  by  far  the  most  common  disease  met  with,  both  in 
its  acute  and  chronic  forms.  The  local  treatment  I  have  found 
most  efficacious  is  that  which  I  recommended,  in  the  August  num- 
ber of  the  Jo'irnal  for  1849.  It  consists  in  keeping  the  afiected 
part  moist  with  lint  or  linen  saturated  in  a  very  weak  alkaline  so- 
lution, consisting  of  soda  sub  carb.  J  drachms  to  a  point  of  water. 
For  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  to  cover  the  moistened  lint  with 
oil  silk,  or  gutta  percha  sheeting,  which  should  well  overlap  the 
lint  below,  so  as  to  prevent  evaporation.  The  usual  effect  is  soon 
to  remove  all  local  irritation,  and  especially  the  itching  or  smarting 
so  distressing  to  the  patient;  to  keep  the  surface  clean  and  prevent 
the  accumulation  of  those  scabs  and  crusts,  which  in  themselves 
often  tend  to  keep  up  the  disease.  After  a  time,  even  the  induia- 
ted  parts  begin  to  soften,  the  margins  of  the  eruption  lose  their 
fiery  red  color,  and  merge  into  that  of  the  healthy  skin,  and  final* 
ly  the  whole  surface  assumes  its  normal  character. 

In  ))rivate  practice  it  is  often  a  matter   of  great  difficulty  to  se- 
cure a  proper  application  of  the  lotion.     Individuals   are   slow   to 
accept  the  idea  that  constant  moisture  of  the  part  is  absolutely  ne- 
^^essary  for  the  treatment,  and  hence  vigilant  superintendence  and 
equent  visits  are  requisite,  in  order  to  watch  the  progress   of  the 
so.     Even  in  the  hospital  constant  watchfulness   is  necessary,  to 
e  that  the  nurses   properly  cover  the  eruption;   and  when,  ss 
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sotnetimea  hoppen,  this  task  is  given  to  the  patients  themselves,  it 
almost  always  fails.  Then  there  are  some  portions  of.  the  surface 
which  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  moist  and  well  covered,  such  as 
the  face  and  axillae.  But,  by  carefully  adapting  lint  and  gutta 
percha  sheeting,  attaching  strings  to  the  edges  of  the  latter,  so  as 
to  keep  the  whole  in  its  place,  I  have  never  failed  in  ultimately 
carrying  out  my  object. 

In  addition  to  stating  what  I  have  found  to  be  useful,  it  is  im- 
portant to  say  what  I  have,  on  careful  trial,  ascertained  to  be  use- 
less or  injurious.  Perhaps  no  remedy  is  more  generally  employed 
in  this  and  a  variety  of  other  skin  diseases  than  citrine  ointment, 
an  application  that  I  have  always  found  to  irritate  and  make  ecze- 
matous  eruptions  worse.  At  the  same  time  there  are  some  very 
chronic  forms  of  the  disease,  which  I  have  been  told  are  cured  by 
this  preparation,  but  what  these  are  I  have  been  unable  to  ascer- 
tain. Indeed,  all  greasy  applications  whatever,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  are  useless,  and  the  patients  themselves  inform  me,  are 
very  **beating."  In  some  rebellious  chronic  instances,  I  have 
thought  the  oil  of  cade  has  been  beneficial,  applied  locally,  al- 
though I  have  not  yet  tried  it  sufficiently  often  to  recommend  it 
strongly.  In  a  few  cases  of  acute  eczema,  1  have  tried  the  freez- 
ing process  recommended  by  Dr.  Arnott,  but  the  salt  of  the  frigo- 
rific  mixture,  and  the  cold  itself,  has  caused  apparently  so  much 
agony  that  I  have  been  deterred  from  using  it,  especially  when  the 
emollient  moist  alkaline  application  is  so  efficacious.  This  mode 
of  treatment,  however,  undoubtedly  demands  further  trial,  and  I 
propose  to  report  a  more  extended  experience  of  it  on  some  future 
occasion. 

Herpes. — This  disease  generally  runs  its  course  in  about  four- 
teen days,  and  requires  no  treatment  whatever,  further  than  an 
acetate  of  lead  lotion  to  allay  the  smarting.  It  is  not  very  com- 
mon. 

Scabies  occurs  very  frequently,  and  is  cured  by  a  host  of  rem- 
edies. A  strong  lather,  made  of  common  soft  soap  and  warm 
water,  twice  a  day,  answers  very  well.  The  question  with  scabies 
is  not  what  remedy  is  useful,  but  which  will  cure  it  in  the  shortest 
period.  The  most  extensive  experience  at  St.  Louis  has  shown 
that  the  sulphur  and  alkaline,  or  Helmdrinch's  ointment,  cures 
itch,  on  an  average,  in  ten  days.  That  sulphur,  however,  is  not 
the  active  remedy,  I  have  satisfied  myself  of  by  experiment.  Soft 
soap,  as  we  have  seen,  which  contains  alkali,  and  even  simple 
lard,  if  pains  be  taken  to  keep  the  parts  constantly  covered  with 
it,  will  cure  the  disease  as  soon  as  sulphur  ointment.  I  have  tried 
the  Stavesacre  ointment,  recommended  by  M.  Bourgainon,  ia 
only  a  few  cases,  but  found   it   to  answer  yetj  well.     Its  supan* 
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ority,  however,  over  other  applications,  I  am  not  jet  prepared  to 
admit. 

Pemphihtis. — This  is  rather  a  rare  disease,  and  when  chronic, 
coming  out  in  excessive  crops,  is  very  rebellious.  Two  cases 
which  entered  the  Infirmary  last  winter  were  cured  in  a  few  weeks 
by  the  weak  alkaline  wash,  applied  as  in  the  case  of  eczema,  com- 
bined with  generous  diet. 

Impetigo. — ^This  affection  in  all  its  forms  is  very  common,  and 
is  best  treated  by  the  weak  alkaline  wash,  exactly  the  same  as  in 
eczema.  In  the  chronic  forms  which  attack  the  shin  of  men,  con- 
stituting one  of  the  varieties  of  mentagra,  the  same  treatment  cures 
the  most  rebellious  cases,  if  the  moisture  be  constantly  preserved. 
For  this  purpose  the  hair  must  be  cautiously  cut  short  with  sharp 
scissors,  and  the  razor  carefully  avoided,  if  the  side  ot  the  cheek 
covered  by  the  whisker  be  attacked,  removal  of  the  hair  thence 
also  is  essential  to  treatment.  A  bag  or  covering  accurately  adap- 
ted to  the  part  affected  must  be  made  of  gutta  percha  sheeting,  and 
tied  on  with  strings.  This  may  be  covered  with  a  piece  of  black 
silk,  to  allow  the  individual  to  go  about  and  carry  on  his  usual 
occupations.  In  this  way  I  have  frequently  seen  chronic  impetigo 
of  the  shin,  of  from  eight  to  ten  years'  standing,  completely  re- 
moved in  a  few  weeks.  But  then  the  surface  must  be  kept  con- 
stantly  moist,  a  circumstance  requiring  great  care  and  determina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  patient.  When  it  becomes  necessary  to 
shave,  flour  and  warm  water  should  be  used,  and  not  soap.  Alka- 
lies applied  from  time  to  time  only,  as  in  the  wash  or  soap,  always 
irritate,  although,  when  employed  continuously,  they  are  sooth- 
ing. 

Ecthyma  is  not  a  common  disease,  and  usually  presents  itself 
as  the  E.  ccu^heticum,  requiring  in  addition  to  the  alkaline  wash 
locally,  a  generous  diet. 

Acne  is  a  disease  always  requiring  constitutional  rather  than  lo- 
cal remedies.  Although  not  uncommon  in  private,  it  is  rare  in 
hospital  practice.  Careful  regulation  of  the  diet,  abstinence  from 
wine  and  stimulating  articles  of  food,  watering  places,  baths,  etc, 
etc.,  constitute  the  appropriate  treatment. 

Rupia. — This  disease  I  have  never  seen  occur  but  in  individu- 
als who  have  been  subjected  to  the  influence  of  mercurial  poison- 
ing. Hydriodate  of  potassium  and  tonic  remedies,  with  careful 
avoidance  of  mercury  in  all  its  forms,  is  the  treatment  I  hare 
found  most  successful. 

Lichen  and  Prurigo. — In  both  these  affections  constant  in- 
unction with  lard  is  as  beneficial  as  constant  moisture  in  the  scse- 
latous  and  impetigious  disorders.  In  the  prurigo  of  aged  persons, 
bs  Uny.  Hyd,  Precip.  Alb.  is  a  useful  application,  although  t^ 
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disease  is  not  unfreqaently  so  rebellious  as  only  to  admit  of  pallia- 
tion. The  chronic  papular  diseases  often  constituted  the  despair 
of  the  physician. 

Psoriasis,  and  that  modification  of  it  known  as  lepra,  are  very 
common  diseases,  and  are  uniformly  treated  by  me  externally  witn 
pitch  ointment.  I  have  satisfied  myself  by  careful  trials  that  it  is 
the  pitch  applied  to  the  part  that  is  the  beneficial  agents,  as  I  have 
given  pitch  pills,  and  infusion  of  pitch,  largely  internally  without 
benefit.  With  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  less  disagreeable  remedy, 
I  have  frequently  tried  creosote,  and  naptha  ointment  and  washes, 
but  also  without  benefit.  Lastly,  I  have  caused  simple  lard  to 
be  rubbed  in  for  a  lengthened  time,  but  without  doing  the  slight- 
est good.  The  oil  of  cade  is  also  very  useful,  especially  in  psoria- 
sis of  the  scalp.  Internally,  I  give  five  drops  each  of  Fowler's 
solution,  and  of  the  tr.  cantharidis.  It  is  rare  that  the  internal 
treatment  alone  produces  any  effect  on  a  case  of  psoriasis  of  any 
standing.  If  a  case  resists  this  conjoined  external  and  internal 
treatment,  I  have  always  found  it  incurable.  About  a  year  ago 
I  carefully  treated  a  series  of  cases  internally,  with  Donovan's 
solution,  without  producing  the  slightest  benefit. 

Lujms  is  a  constitutional  disease,  and  must  be  treated  by  cod 
liver  oil,  and  all  those  remedies  useful  for  scrofula,  of  which  it  is 
a  local  manifestation.  The  external  treatment  is  surgical,  consist- 
ing of  the  occasional  application  of  caustics,  red  lotion,  ointment, 
etc.,  according  to  the  appearance  of  the  sore. 

Fevus  is  a  very  common  disease  in  Edinburgh,  and  is  most 
readily  removed,  first,  by  poulticing  the  crusts  till  they  &11  off, 
and  the  skin  presents  a  smooth,  clean  surface ;  secondly^  by  shav- 
ing the  hair;  and,  thirdly,  by  keeping  the  scalp  continually  cover- 
ed with  oil,  so  as  to  exclude  the  atmosphere,  and  prevent  the 
growth  of  the  parasitic  fungi,  which  constitutes  the  disease.  A 
continuance  of  this  treatment  for  six  weeks,  produces  a  cure  in 
young  persons,  if  combined  with  cod  liver  oil,  generous  diet,  and 
anti-scrofulous  remedies  internally.  I  have  tried  the  lotion  of 
sulphurous  acid,  recommended  by  Dr.  Jenner,  and  found  it  suc- 
cessful in  a  few  cases,  but  the  treatment  by  oil  is  so  easy  as  to  be 
far  preferable  to  it.  Very  chronic  cases  are  cured  with  difficulty, 
but  so  long  as  the  oil  is  applied,  the  disease  never  returns,  and 
mere  freedom  from  the  disgusting  crusts  is  a  great  gain. 

JScalp  Diseases  must  be  treated  according  as  it  depends  on 
ecxema,  impetigo,  psoriasis,  or  favus,  in  all  cases  first  removing  the 
crusts  with  poultices,  then  keeping  the  head  shaved,  and,  lastly, 
applying  alkaline  washes,  pitch  ointment,  or  oil,  according  to  the 
directions  formerly  given.  Ringworm  is  a  disease  I  have  never  seen 
in  Edinburgh,  and  of  what  it  consists,  I  am  ignorant.  Some  writers 
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apparently  consider  it  to  be  favus,  and  others*  a  form  of  herpes. 
On  two  or  three  occasions  I  have  seen  a  scaly  disease  of  the  sodp, 
in  the  form  of  a  ring — that  is  lepra,  which  I  have  cured  by  pitch 
oitment,  or  oil  of  cade.  My  friends,  Dr.  Andrew  Wood,  informed 
me  some  time  ago,  that  he  banished  it  from  the  Heriot's  Hospitol 
school  by  condensing  on  the  eruption  the  fumes  of  coarse  brown 
paper,  and  thus  causing  an  empyreumatic  oil,  or  kind  of  tar,  to 
fall  upon  the  part.  This  has  led  me  to  suppose  that  it  is  a  scaly 
disease,  and  a  form  of  lepra  or  psoriasis. 

So-called  syphilitic  diseases  of  the  skin,  are,  in  my  opinion, 
the  various  disorders  already  alluded  to,  modified  by  occurring  in 
individuals  who  have  suffered  for  periods  more  or  less  long,  from 
the  poisonous  action  of  mercury.  A  longer  time  will  be  required 
for  their  cure,  but  the  same  remedies  locally,  conjoined  with  hy- 
driodate  of  potassium,  in  smaller  doses,  with  bitter  infusious, 
tonics,  and  a  regulated  diet,  offer  the  best  chance  of  success. 

The  great  diflSculty  in  the  treatment  of  skin  diseases,  generally 
consists  in  their  having  been  mismanaged  in  the  early  stages — a 
circumstance  I  attribute  to  their  not  having,  until  a  recent  period 
been  much  studied  by  clinical  students.  Many  chronic  cases  of 
eczema  are  continually  coming  under  my  notice,  which,  in  their 
acute  forms,  have  been  treated  by  eitine  ointment,  or  other  irritat- 
ing applications,  which  almost  invariably  exasperate  the  disorder. 
I  shall  not  easily  forget  the  case  of  one  gentleman,  covered  all 
over  with  acute  eczema,  who  had  suffered  excessive  from  it?  having 
been  mistaken  for  psoriasis,  and  rubbed  for  some  time  with  pitch, 
ointment.  In  the  same  way  I  have  seen  a  simple  herpes,  which 
would  have  readily  got  well  if  left  to  itself  converted  into  an 
ulcerative  sore,  by  the  use .  of  mercurial  ointment.  Nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  confound  chronic  eczema  of  the  scalp  with 
favus,  although  the  misroscope  furnishes  us  with  the  most  exact 
means  of  diagnosis.  I  need  scarcely  say  that  the  correct  appUca- 
tion  of  the  remedies  I  have  spoken  of  can  be  secured  by  an  acorate 
discrimination,  in  the  first  instance,  of  the  diseases  to  which  they 
are  applicable. 

The  general  constitutional  treatment  in  all  these  cases  seldom 
demands  aperient  or  lowering  remedies,  except  in  young  and  ro* 
bust  individuals  with  febrile  symptoms.  In  the  great  majority  of 
cases,  cod  liver  oil,  good  diet,  and  tonics  are  required.  In  a  fev 
instances,  sedatives,  both  locally  and  internally,  are  necessary  to 
overcome  excessive  itching  or  irritation.  These  the  judicious  prac- 
titioner will  readily  understand  how  to  apply  according  to  circam- 
stances. — Ibd. 
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From  the  New  Hampshire  Journal  of  Medicine. 
United  States  Marine  Hospital,     Dr.  Chas.  A.  Davis,  Super- 
intendeDt.     Alph.  B.  Crosby,  House  Surgeon. 

One  of  the  most  common  diseases  among  seafaring  men  is  the 
chronic  dysentery,  acquired  on  the  east  coast  of  Africa.  This  is 
technically  known  among*  the  sailors  as  the  *' coast  dysentery," 
and  is  justly  regarded  as  the  bane  of  that  locality.  Few  of  those 
who  visit  those  shores  escape  without  suffering  more  or  less  from 
this  distressing  malady.  The  north-western  coast  of  Africa  is  in- 
fested with  various  miasmatic  diseases,  among  which,  perhaps,  the 
most  prominent  is  bilious  remittent  fever.  The  diseases  of  thi4 
portion  of  the  country  are  not  always,  nor  even  generally,  com- 
plicated with  diarrhoea,  but  on  the  south-western  coast  dysentery 
is  one^  if  not  the  disease  to  be  feared.  Much  of  this  is  due  to  the 
climate,  and  much,  undoubtedly,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  influ- 
ence of  malaria.  The  thermometer  during  the  twenty-four  hours 
frequently  ranges  from  60  to  100°,  and  even  higher.  The  most 
intense  heat  usually  commences  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock, 
A.M  ,  and  continues,  with  only  slight  abatement,  until  sun-down. 
Immediately  after  sunset  the  temperature  is  reduced  with  great 
rapidity  until  the  thermometer  stands  in  the  vicinity  of  60°.  This 
suddep  transition  in  the  temperature  of  40°  is  itself  a  strong  pre- 
disposing cause  of  disease.  The  fall  of  dew  is  very  copious — so 
much  so  as  to  saturate  the  clothes  of  those  who  are  exposed  to  it. 
The  heat  is  so  intense  that  the  pitch  frequently  melts  and  runs 
from  the  beams,  and  the  decks  must  be  constantly  wet  to  prevent 
their  cracking.  The  subsequent  reduction  of  temperature  coming 
as  it  does  so  suddenly,  cannot  fail  to  prove  deleterious. 

The  class  of  men  who^  visit  this  coast  are  much  given  to  excess 
in  drink  and  venery.  With  such  predisposing  and  exciting  courses, 
few  persons  escape  the  disease.  The  disease  is  sometimes  ushered 
in  with  a  chill — sometimes  not ;  the  pulse  is  accelerated,  the 
tongue  slightly  coated,  and  general  febrile  symptoms  ensue. 
There  is  always  tenesmus,  and  the  stools  are  bloody  and  slimy. 
The  frequency  of  the  8t(»uls  is  usually  very  great,  as  many  even 
as  fifty  in  the  twent^four  hours.  Great  emaciation  ensues,' and 
the  face  acquires  a  sallow  and  cadaverous  hue.  The  liver  almost 
always  becomes  involved  in  the  course  of  the  disease,  and  hepatic 
abscess  is  of  no  unfrequent  occurrence.  An  enormous  appetite  is 
an  accompaniment  of  the  acute  stage  of  the  disorder,  which,  if 
gratified,  creates  a  sensation  of  distress  in  the  epigastric  region, 
and  aggravates  the  complaint.  After  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  in 
the  acute  form,  there  is  usually  a  lull  in  all  the  symptoms ;  the 
discharges  diminish,  the  strength  improves,  and  nature  seems  to 
make  an  attempt  at  recuperation.     The  improvement  is  only  tern- 
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porary,  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  soon  returns,  the  emaciation 
becomes  extreme,  the  feet  and  legs  are  frequently  anasarcous,  and 
death  results  from  asthenia.  This,  then,  in  brief,  is  the  coarse 
and  termination  of  the  disease  if  left  to  itself.  It  mny  occupy  a 
few  days,  a  few  months,  or  a  few  years.  Most  of  the  patients  are 
admitted  into  this  hospital  after  the  disease  has  become  chronic, 
and  the  time  occupied  in  recovering  will  range  on  an  average  from 
two  months  to  two  years  and  upward,  providing  they  are  subjected 
to  the  proper  mode  of  treatment.  The  lesions  in  this  disorder  are 
quite  constant ;  traces  and  effects  of  inflammation  exist  in  the 
colon,  and  in  many  cases  in  the  rectum  ;  also  patches  of  ulceration 
are  found  throughout  the  large  intestine  and  caecum  ;  the  mucous 
membrane  is  injected  in  various  places ;  pseudo  membranous  mat- 
ter is  found  in  shreds  and  layers.  The  mucous  membrane  is  some- 
times disorganized,  even  to  the  extent  of  complete  sphacelus,  per- 
foration frequently  exists,  having  been  the  immediate  cause  of 
death.  Evidences  of  recent  gastritis  sometimes  are  apparent.  The 
treatment  is  very  simple,  much  depending  on  a  well  regulated 
diet.  Boiled  milk  and  bread  is  the  diet  furnished  for  these  pa- 
tients in  this  institution,  and  the  amelioration  following  this  course 
is  very  marked.  Laxatives  employed  occasionally,  with  opium  and 
ipecacuanha,  are  frequently  of  great  service.  Among  the  altera- 
tives, sulphate  of  copper,  balsam  copaiba  and  oil  of  turpentine, 
et  cetera,  are  in  many  cases  efficacious.  The  Germans  lay  great 
stress  on  injections  of  nitrate  of  silver,  a  flexible  tube  being  intro- 
duced as  far  as  it  can  be  conveniently,  and  a  strong  solution 
thrown  up.  The  great  majority  of  patients  with  this  disease  re- 
cover. The  treatment  which  has  seemed  most  successful  here  has 
been  a  well  regulated  diet  rigidly  enforced,  and  pills  containing  a 
grain  of  opium  with  a  third  of  a  grain  of  sulphate  of  copper. 
This,  with  a  careful  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  skin,  liver, 
&;c.,  proves  successful  in  a  great  majority.  I  am  induced  to  eite 
a  single  case,  which,  although  a  fatal  one,  possesses  some  points  of 
interest,  and  shows  the  result  of  improper  treatment  in  chi onic 
dysentery.  This  patient  was  discharged  from  the  hospital  three 
weeks  previously,  apparently  cured,  was  advised  to  pursue  a  tonic 
course,  and  avoid  all  error  in  diet  This  adWce  was  not  followed, 
and  subsequently  applying  to  a  physician,  he  was  advised  to  drink 
freely  of  alcoholic  stimulants.  I  am  informed  by  the  person  who 
furnished  him,  that  the  quantity  of  brandy,  wines,  &c.,  which  he 
daily  consumed,  were  enormous.  On  bis  admission,  he  complained 
of  violent  gastritis,  and  had  deep  seated  pains  over  the  kidneys, 
and  liver.  The  discharges  from  the  bowels  were  not  profuse. 
^uring  the  last  few  days  of  his  life,  he  was  unable  to  retain  any- 
ng  in  his  stomach.     In  addition  to   his  disease,  he  had  to  oon- 
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tend  with  that  terrible  depressive  despair.     Even  the  non-medical 
Bjron  was  aware  of  its  malignity,  and  has  well  expressed  it, 

»*  Despidr  of  all  recovery  sp  lils  longevity, 
And  makes  men's  mis'ries  of  alarming  brevity." 

The  invariable  remark  of  this  patient  was,  "  I  shall  go  out 
feet  first."  He  did  go  out  that  way,  on  the  morning  of  May 
28.  An  autopsy  36  hours  after  death,  presented  the  following 
appearances  :  the  whole  mucins  surface  of  the  stomach  in  various 
stages  of  inflammation,  a  large  part  of  a  slate  color ;  in  the  base 
of  the  stomach  a  perforation  the  size  of  a  half  dollar,  the  edges 
of  which  were  entirely  healed,  with  the  exception  of  a  distance  of 
three  or  four  lines.  This  portion  of  the  stomach  was  healed  to 
the  intestine  just  below ;  traces  of  old  inflammation  in  the  colon, 
mucous  coat  thickened,  but  presenting  generally  a  healthy  appear- 
ance ;  kidneys  hypertrophied  and  showing  fully  degeneration ; 
liver  weighed  nearly  six  pounds ;  postero  superior  portion,  ad- 
herent to  the  costal  wall;  liver  being  removed  a  portion  remained 
adhered,  the  inter-substances  soft  and  easily  broken.  Mr.  Has- 
kall  the  apothecary  at  this  hospital,  (to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
many  interesting  facts  with  regard  to  the  ^' coast"  and  its  diseases) 
was  himself  afflicted  with  this  disease  for  a  period  oi  twenty-eight 
months.  He  has  now  entirely  recovered.  There  is  at  present  in 
one  of  the  wards,  a  sailor  who,  on  his  admission  a  month  since,  had 
eight  and  forty  discharges  in  the  four  and  twenty  hours,  anasarca 
of  the  feet  and  legs,  and  almost  frightful  debility.  His  discharges 
now  number  only  six  in  the  four  and  twenty  hours,  strength  much 
improved,  and  his  limbs  no  longer  anasarcous.  This  patient  is 
half  idiotic,  had  he  known  enough  he  would  probably  have  died. 
With  him  however, 

*'  Ignorance  is  bliss." 
and  he  is  now  rapidly  recovering. 

Chelsea,  Mass.,  June,  1855. 
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History  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  from  its  organization  up 
to  January,  1855.  By  N.  S.  Davls,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  Rush  Medical 
College,  etc.  etc.,  to  which  is  appended  biographical  notices,  with  por- 
traits of  the  presidents  of  the  Association  and  of  the  author.  Phila- 
delphia :  Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.     1855. 

The  work  of  which  the  above  is  the  title,  appeared  anonymously 

in  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter,  where  it  attracted  the  notice 

4^  ^^A, 
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of  the  profession  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  the  pablishers  to 
present  it  to  the  pablic  in  its  present  form.  The  American  Medi- 
cal Association  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  important  organizations 
of  the  present  day,  and  there  is  no  one  perhaps  so  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  its  origin  and  the  details  of  its  history  as  Dr.  DaviSi 
and  none  better  qualified  to  write  its  annals. 

The  object  of  the  work  is  to  awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
cause  of  medical  progress,  and  we  are  quite  confident  that  no  one 
can  read  its  pages  without  feeling  a  stronger  attachment  to  the 
noble  profession  of  medicine,  and  a  more  earnest  desire  to  see  ita 
institutions  sustained,  its  character  elevated,  and  its  honor  ad- 
vanced. 

The  portraits  are  excellent  likenesses  of  men  whom  the  profes- 
sion have  delighted  to  honor,  and  the  biographical  notices  consti- 
tute an  interesting  portion  of  the  work. 

We  believe  there  are  a  limited  number  of  copies  in  the  city, 
which  can  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  author.  H.  A.  J. 


The  pathology  of  Leucorrhoea,  by  W.  Tyler  Smith,  M.  D.,  Ac,  &c., 
Philadelphia  ;  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1855. 

The  writings  of  Dr.  Smith,  on  this  subjeet  have  already  made 
the  profession  aware  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  investigated 
this  subject,  and  in  part  at  least  with  the  views  which  he  entertains 
in  regard  to  it — A  careful  antaomical  and  physiological  examina^ 
tion  of  the  structures  implicated,  has  furnished  a  basis  for  a  divi- 
sion of  Leucorrhoea  into  two  varieties,  mucous  and  epitheliaL 
The  grounds  of  this  division  will,  perhaps  be  better  understood 
from  the  following  extract. : 

The  demonstration  of  two  venr  difierently  organiied  sur&oes 
in  the  vagina,  and  in  the  canal  of  the  cervix  uteri,  with  the  exist- 
ence of  two  very  distinct  forms  of  leucorrhoea.     But  at  this  point 
it  may  be  well  to  revert  for  a  moment  to  the  special  diSerenoes 
which  exist  between  the  vagina  and  the  cervical  canal.     The  lin- 
ing membrane  of  the  vagina  approaches  in  organization  to  the  skin; 
it  is  covered  by  a  thick  layer  of  scaly  epithelium ;  it  contains  in 
i>^e  greater  part  of  its  surface  few  if  any  mucous  follicles  or  gland^ 
^cretion  is  acid,  consisting  entirely  of  plasma  and  epitheliam, 
he  chief  object  of  the  secretion  is  the  lubrication  of  the  sur- 
ipon  which  it  is  formed.    On  the  other  hand,  the  lining  of 
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the  canal  of  the  cervix  is  a  true  macoaa  membrane ;  it  is  covered 
in  gi  eat  part  by  cylinder  epithelium;  it  abounds  with  immense 
numbers  of  mucous  follicles  having  a  special  arrangement^  it 
pours  forth  a  true  mucous  secretion,  alkaline  in  character,  and 
consisting  of  mucus-corpuscles  and  plasma,  with  little  or  no  epi- 
thelium; and  this  secretion  has  special  uses  to  perform  in  the  un* 
impregnated  state,  and  in  pregnancy  and  parturition.  Leucorrhoea 
admits  c*f  a  similar  division.  The  first  and  the  most  frequent  and 
important  is  the  Mucous  variety  consisting  chiefly  of  mucus-cor- 
puscles and  plasma,  and  secreted  chiefly  by  the  follicular  canal  of 
the  cervix.  The  second  is  the  Epithelial  variety,  in  which  the 
discharge  is  Vaginal,  or  is  secreted  by  the  vaginal  portion  of  the 
OS  and  cervix,  and  consists  for  the  most  part  of  scaly  epithelium 
and  its  debris.  These  two  varieties  may  of  course  exist  in  various 
degrees  of  combination;  sometimes  the  one  and  sometimes  the 
other  preponderates,  or  is  the  original  affection:  but  the  chief  im- 
portance must  be  given  to  cervical  or  mucous  leucorrhoea.  as  being 
the  most  obstinate  and  common. 

It  has  been  shown  by  Dr.  Smith  that  a  mere  physical  examina- 
tion, without  the  aid  of  the  miscroscope,  is  not  sufficient  to  deter- 
mine the  variety,  although  the  secretion  from  the  cervix  is  alka- 
line and  glairy,  and  that  of  the  vagina  acid  and  creamy.  The 
cervical  discharge  coming  in  contact  with  the  vaginal  mucous 
membrane,  loses  its  characteristic  appearance,  and  can  only  be 
distinguished  by  the  microscope  from  the  epithelial  secretion  of 
the  surface  v^ith  which  it  is  in  contact.  The  microscopic  charac- 
ters are  contrasted  as  follows: 

The  following  are  the  elements  found  in  the  discharges  in  vagi- 
nal or  epithelial  leucorrhoea  of  different  degrees  of  severity — 

1.  Acid  Plasma. 

2.  Scaly  Epithelium. 
8.  Pus-Corpuscles. 

4.  Blood-globules. 

5.  Fatty  Matter. 

The  following  are  the  elements  found  in  the  different  forms  of 
cervical  or  mucous  leucorrhoea — 

1.  Alkaline  Plasma. 

2.  Mucus-Corpuscles. 

3.  Altered  Cylinder  Epithelium. 

4.  Pus-Corpuscles 

5.  Blood-Globules. 

6.  Fatty  Particles. 
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The  sequelae  of  Leucorrhoea  are  discussed  at  some  length. — 
These  are  inflammation,  abrasion,  ulceration,  induration  andhyper- 
trohpj  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  and  abrasion  and  superficial 
ulceration  of  the  vagina.  We  quote  the  paragraph  on  the  points 
of  diagnosis  between  leucorrhoea  and  cancer.  In  addition  to  the 
cancer  smell,  he  says — 

To  the  naked  eye,  the  commencement  of  carcinoma  of  the  ute- 
rus can  sometimes  scarcely  if  at  all  be  distinguished  from  com- 
mon induration.  Common  induration  may  be  quite  as  solid  and 
stonelike  to  the  touch  as  the  cancerous  hardness,  but  the  schirrous 
aifection  often  extends  from  the  os  uteri  to  the  structure  before  and 
behind  it,  so  that  the  os  uteri  becomes  fixed,  whereas  this  never 
happens  in  cases  of  simple  induration,  except  in  cases  where  there 
has  been  ulceration  and  cicitrization  of  the  vagina.  If  it  should 
happen  that  an  incision  be  made  into  the  induration,  there  is  no 
longer  any  doubt,  as  the  gritty  secretion  conveyed  by  schirrous 
uteri  is  altogether  unlike  that  of  simple  ulceration.  The  age  of 
the  patient  is  of  some  value  in  the  diagnosis,  as  common  indura- 
tion frequently  occurs  in  young  childbearing  women,  while  schir* 
rus  is  more  common,  as  the  catemenial  decline  approaches. 

When  cancerous  induration  begins  to  soften,  especially  if  this 
process  take  place  slowly,  the  granulations  are  frequently  red, 
even  and  with  a  tolerably  clear  and  well-defined  margin.  To  the 
naked  eye  alone,  the  difference  between  malignant  and  oommoQ 
ulcerations  is  sometimes  inappreciable.  As  soon,  however,  as  ul- 
ceration commences,  digital  examination  readily  settles  any  doubt. 
The  ulceration  in  cases  of  carcinoma  is  always  rough,  indurated, 
and  harsh  to  the  touch,  while  common  ulceration  is  as  constantlj 
soft  and  yielding  to  the  finger.  If  the  speculum  alone  be  trostea 
to,  it  is  easy  to  mistake  carcinomatous  ulceration  for  simple  ulce- 
ration, and  vice  versa.  A  short  time  since  I  had  a  case  under 
my  care  at  St  Mary's  Hospital,  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  TruraQ,  of 
Truro,  in  which  the  naked-eye  appearances  were  very  deceptive. 
The  case  was  considered  to  be  one  of  corroding  ulcer,  but  at  the 
time  she  was  admitted  I  happened  to  have  a  scratch  upon  the  index 
finger,  and  examined  her  in  consequence  with  the  speculum  only; 
the  ulceration  of  the  os  and  external  surface  was  so  smooth,  and 
the  natural  shape  of  the  os  and  cervix  so  well  preserved,  that  I 
hesitated  about  considering  it  as  carcinomatous.  A  few  days  af- 
terwards, when  I  examined  her  digitally,  there  was  no  question 
about  the  the  matter,  but  the  information  conveyed  by  sight  and 
^h  is  sometimes,  as  in  this  case,  quite  contradictory,  and  there- 
visual  examination  cannot  alone  be  depended  on.  On  the 
baud,  I  have  known  simple  ulceration  present  auch  aa  ap^ 
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pearaace  to  the  eye  as  to  lead  to  the  strong  suspicion  of  cancer, 
but  the  slightest  touch  of  the  finger  has  been  sufficient  to  dispel 
the  alarm.  The  occurrence  of  hemorrhage  is  of  some  value  in  a 
diagnostic  point  of  view.  Hemorrhage  occurs  in  simple  ulceration, 
but  the  loss  is  hardly  ever  so  sudden  and  of  such  an  extent  as  of- 
ten occurs  in  cancer. 

The  examination  of  the  discharge  by  the  miscroscope  does  not  in- 
variably give  satisfactory  evidence  in  cases  of  carcinoma,  but  gen- 
erally the  heterogeneous  compound  cells,  and  the  iJl- formed  can- 
cer pus-cells  are  present,  mixed  up  with  enormous  quantities   of  - 
epithelium. 

He  next  discusses  the  relations  between  secondary  syphilis  and 
leucorrhoea.  The  author  thinks  that  syphilitic  leucorrhoea  oc- 
curs with  certainty  only  under  two  conditions: 

''1st.  When  the  patient  has  contracted  primary  syphilis,  and 
the  secondary  or  constitutional  affection  has  followed  in  due 
course. 

2d.  When  the  mother,  being  in  health,  is  impregnated  by  a  hus- 
band who  is  at  the  time  affected  with  secondary  syphilis,  and  re- 
ceives the  secondary  syphilitic  disorder  through  the  medium  of 
the  ovum." 

In  chapter  eighth  the  author  discusses  the  relation  of  vaginal 
or  epithelial  leucorrhoea  to  gonorrhoea  in  the  female,  to  urethritis 
in  the  male,  and  to  opthalmia  of  new-born  infants.  In  reference 
to  urethritis  in  the  male  caused  by  leucorrhoea,  the  author  says: 

Gases  are  sometimes  met  with  in  practice,  in  which  all  the 
symptoms  of  gonorrhoea  occur  in  the  male,  after  intercourse  with 
a  woman  affected  with  leucorrhoea  only.  No  doubt  in  some  of 
these  cases,  gonorrhoea  may  have  existed  in  the  female,  but  they 
occur  so  often  as  to  leave,  I  think,  little  question  that  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  a  spotaneous  leucorrhoea  arising  independently 
of  sexual  intercourse,  may  produce  urethritis  and  inflammation  of 
the  glans  penis  in  the  male.  The  urethritis  thus  caused  can 
scarcely,  if  at  all,  be  distinguished  from  gonorrhoea,  the  result  of 
infection. 

We  have  not  time  to  follow  the  author  further,  although  the  re- 
maining subjects  are  of  much  interest 

Dr.  Smith  has  done  the  profession  a  valuable  service  in  the  pro- 
duction of  this  little  volume.     That  portion  devoted  to  the  treat- 
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ment  of  leuoorrhc&a,  especially  supplies  a  want  which  the  profes- 
sion will  no  doubt  appreciate. 
The  work  is  for  sale  by  Keen  &  Lee.  J. 


An  essay  to  prove  the  Contagions  character  of  Malignant  Cholera,  with 
brief  instructions  for  its  prevention  and  cure.  By  Bernard  M.  Byrne, 
M.D.,  Surgeon  U.S  Army.  Second  edition,  with  additional  notes  by 
the  author.     Philadelphia  :  Childs  &  Peterson.   1855. 

The  discovery  of  the  cause,  nature,  cure  and  prevention  of  Epidemic 
Cholera.  By  M.  L.  Knapp,  M.D.,  etc. 

The  first  of  these  essays  is  a  new  edition  of  a  pamphlet  by  the 
author,  published  in  1838. 

The  facts  adduced  in  favor  of  Contagion  are  divided  into  two 
classes,  general  and  particular.     The  general  facts  are  : 

1.  Its  power  of  progression. 

2.  The  continuous  line  of  posts  by  which  it  travels. 
8.  The  irregularity  of  its  progress. 

4.  The  preference  which  it  manifests  for  those  routes  in  which 
there  is  the  greatest  intercourse. 

5.  The  irregularitv  of  its  periods  of  increase  and  decline  in  the 
different  places  which  it  visits. 

The  particular  facts  consist  of  individual  instances,  in  which 
the  disease  has  been  developed  simultaneously  with  or  subsequent- 
ly to  the  arrival  of  persons  afflicted  with  it.  The  author  seems  to 
us  to  leave  the  subject  as  much  befogged  as  he  found  it.  Among 
the  extravagant  assertions  demanding  for  its  belief  a  greater  fiuth 
than  ours,  is  the  following  :  *'  If  we  estimate  the  proportion  of  at- 
tendants who  actually  die  of  cholera  in  the  country,  we  ahftU  find 
that  in  many  places  it  exceeds  five  hundred  to  one  of  any  other 
class  of  inhabitants." 

Under  the  head  of  prevention,  he  holds  the  following  language* 

which  seemb  to  us  to  be  virtually  yielding  the  question,  or  at  least 

leaving  to  it  the  same  uncertainty  which  attaches  to  all  epidemics : 

In  order  to  guard  against  the  general  incursions  of  cholera,  as 
well  as  against  its  individual  attacks,  it  is  necessary  to  be  particu- 
larly mindful  of  two  facts :  one  is,  that  the  poison  which  prodnoes 
this  disease  has  its  source  in  the  human  body  only;  the  other,  that 
this  poison  is,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  incapable  of  producing  the 
disease,  unless  assisted  by  an  exciting  cause. 
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In  reference  to  treatment  the  following  is  perhaps  worthy  .of 
note : 

The  grand  indication  for  the  cure  of  cholera,  in  all  its  stages, 
is  to  restore  the  secretions;  and  to  accomplish  this,  there  is  n& 
agent  with  which  we  are  acquainted  so  powerful  as  mercury.  It 
is  impossible,  therefore,  that  patients  can  go  wrong  in  endeavoring, 
before  the  arrival  of  a  physician,  to  bring  their  systems  under  the 
influence  of  this  remedy ;  for  it  is  one  which  will  generally  save 
life,  if  promptly  and  copiously  employed  in  this  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. 

The  treatment  in  collapse  differs  materially  from  that  which  is 
employed  in  the  other  stages  of  cholera.  l5ifiEusible  stimulants, 
large  doses  of  calomel,  and  powerful  astringent  injections,  are  the 
remedies  on  which  we  must  mainly  rely.  In  this  stage,  blood- 
letting is  fatal ;  and  frictions  of  every  description  are  useless,  if 
not  pernicious.  Our  principal  aim  should  be,  to  raise  the  sinking 
powers  of  the  system  by  stimulants,  while  wo  endeavor  at  the  same 
time  to  equalize  them  by  the  exhibition  of  calomel. 

The  best  stimulants  for  this  purpose  are,  spirits  of  camphor,  sul- 
phuric ether,  ammoniated  alcohol,  tincture  of  prickly  ash,  and  the 
various  species  of  ardent  spirits. 

Dr.  Enapp  assumes  that  the  cause  that  produces  cholera  is  an 
'-  error  in  the  vital  stimulus  of  food,"  and  that  that  error  consists 
in  a  "  scarcity,"  that  "  cholera  is  but  a  modified  form  of  scor^ 
butusy  or  a  young  sister  scourge  of  the  same  family,  probably  bet- 
ter expressed  by  calling  it  a  hoemorrhagic  termination  or  a  mani- 
festation of  the  dying  phenomena  of  scorbutus."  The  remainder 
of  the  pamphlet  is  occupied  in  endeavoring  to  prove  this  hypothe- 
sis. J- 


Manual  of  Human  Microscopic  Anatomy.  By  A.  Koleker,  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  T^urzburc.  Translated 
by  George  Busk,  F.  R.  S.,  andThomas  Huxley,  F.  B.  S. 
iSdited,  with  notes  and  additions,  b^  J.  Da  Costa,  M.  D.  Il- 
lustrated by  three  hundred  and  thirteen  engravings  on  wood. 
Philadelphia — Lippincott,  Orambo,  k  Co.,  1854. 

The  American  Edition  of  Professor  Koleker's  * -Manual  of  Hu- 
man Histology,"  contains  all  that  is  known  in  this  department  of 
science  up  to  the  date  of  its  publication.     So  far  as  medicine  is 
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ooncerned,  a  knowledge  of  the  minute  sfcracture  of  parts  is  quite 
as  necessary  for  the  perfect  understanding  of  the  pathology  of 
disease  as  the  coarse  anatomy  of  the  body,  and  indeed  still  more 
so;  for  the  one  only  enables  us  to  learn,  so  to  speak,  its  geographi- 
cal position,  while  the  other  reveals  to  us  the  morphological  ele- 
ments of  the  structure  which  it  invades,  and  the  changes  which  it 
induces. 

Vi  ith  the  invention  of  the  microscope  and  its  application  to  the 
study  of  natural  history,  was  ushered  in  a  new  era  in  the  annab 
of  our  science.  A  host  of  observers  immediately  commenced  the 
interesting  study  of  the  new  world  which  had  been  revealed  by 
this  wonderful  instrument.  Amid  so  much  that  was  new  and 
startling,  it  was  not  strange  that  the  imaginations  of  many 
were  excited,  and  that  the  facts  which  they  saw  were  mingled 
with  vague  theories  and  fanciful  interpretations.  To  Schleidea 
and  Schwann  we  are  indebted  for  the  foundations  of  microscopy  as 
a  science;  while  among  those  who  have  been  most  zealous  in  pro- 
moting that  science,  in  correcting  errors,  and  bringing  to  light 
new  truths,  the  author  of  this  work  deservedly  holds  the  most 
prominent  position.  The  translators  and  the  American  editor 
have  each  done  their  duty,  and  the  notes  which  they  have  appen- 
ded add  not  a  little  to  the  value  of  the  work. 

For  sale  by  D.  B.  Cooke  &  Co.  J. 
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CUfdcal  Hemarks  on  Dysentery ,  founded  on  cases  treated  in  the  Mercy 
Hospital,  Chicago,  and  in  private  practice. 

As  the  present  is  the  season  of  the  year  when  Dysentery  is  most 
prevalent,  I  have  thought  it  not  amiss  to  give  a  brief  summarj  of 
my  own  clinical  or  bed-side  experience  during  the  past  year.  The 
whole  number  of  cases  of  severe  disease  treated  in  the  Mercy 
Hospital  of  this  city,  during  the  year  1854,  was  about  670 ;  of 
which  42  were  dysentery,  99  typhoid  fever,  9  typhus,  49  diar- 
rhoea, 80  cholera,  45  periodical  fever,  and  12  tubercular  phthisis. 

Nearly  all  the  cases  of  dysentery  were  admitted  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  the  disease,  and  18  had  become  chronic  with  evident  ul- 
ceration of  the  bowels.  Of  the  more  recent  cases,  none  were  ad- 
mitted between  the  first  of  January,  1854,  and  the  first  of  July, 
and  24  between  the  last  named  date  and  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December.  If  we  divide  the  time  more  closely,  we  shall  find  that 
of  the  recent  cases  28  were  admitted  during  the  months  of  Aug., 
Sept.,  and  October  ;  while  of  the  chronic  cases  14,  or  nearly 
fonr-fifihs  were  admitted  in  the  months  of  October  and  November. 
Of  the  24  recent  cases  18  recovered  and  6  died.  Of  the  18  chro- 
nic cases  11  recovered  and  7  died ;  making  18  deaths  in  42  oases, 
or  nearly  one-third  of  the  whole.  Without  explanation  this  would 
appear  like  a  high  ratio  of  mortality ;  but  those  classed  as  recent 
eases  were  all  admitted  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  and 
firom  among  the  poorer  classes.  Of  the  6  deadis  among  them, 
two  occurred  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after  admission, 
one  on  the  third  day  and  two  on  the  fifth.  The  average  duration 
of  the  treatment  in  all  the  more  recent  oases  was  eight  days ;  in 
those  classed  as  chronic  twenty-five  days.  To  show  the  difference 
in  results  between  hospital  practice,  where  nearly  all  the  acute 
diseases  are  brought  in  an  advanced  stage  of  their  progress,  and 
firom  among  those  classes  who  live  in  the  most  filthy  streets  and 
pay  the  least  attention  to  hygienic  regulations,  and  ordinary  pri- 
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vate  practice  ia  the  same  city,  I  will  state  that  daring  the  first  25 
days  of  the  present  month  (July  1855),  I  treated  in  private  prac- 
tice 49  cases  of  Dysentery,  including  adults  and  children,  of 
which  48  recovered  and  1  died.  The  duration  of  the  treatment 
was  from  three  to  ten  days.  The  character  of  the  disease,  as  I 
have  met  with  it  during  the  present  season,  has  been  decidedly  ac- 
tive or  inflammatory.  Most  of  the  cases  commence  with  a  alight 
chilliness,  followed  by  pains  in  the  head,  back  and  limbs;  a  flushed 
face  ;  dry,  hot  skin ;  a  white  or  yellowish  white  coat  upon  the 
tongue ;  thirst ;  restlessness ;  a  quick  and  firm  pulse ,  very  severe 
griping  pains  in  the  abdomen,  with  tenesmus ;  and  frequent  dis- 
charges, at  first  of  glairy  mucus,  plentifully  mixed  with  blood, 
and  subsequently  of  a  whitish,  flakey  mucus,  mixed  with  blood, 
but  small  in  quantity.  The  urine  is  generally  scanty  and  high 
colored,  and  in  many  cases  accompanied  by  severe  tenesmus,  it 
becomes  almost  suppressed,  or  voided  with  much  pain,  and  in  very 
h.mall  quantities  at  a  time.  If  the  disease  continues  uncontrolled 
by  treatment,  the  patient  rapidly  emaciates,  and  after  six  or  eight 
days  the  features  become  pale  and  contracted,  the  skin  remains  dry 
but  not  hot,  the  tongue  often  presents  a  dry  and  and  reddish-brown 
streak  over  the  middle.  The  patient  complains  of  less  pain  in  the 
abdomen,  but  is  still  harrassed  with  the  desire  to  go  to  stool  often, 
sometimes  sitting  a  long  time  and  passing  nothing,  more  frequent- 
ly giving  passage  to  a  small  quantity  of  muco-purulent  matter, 
containing  shreds  of  coagulated  lymph  and  streaks  of  blood. 

In  other  instances  the  discharge  becomes  more  copious,  conaisl- 
ing  of  serum  rendered  dark-red  by  the  intermixture  of  blood,  and 
holding  suspended  flakes  of  mucous  or  lymph.     With  such,  aa  the 
disease  advances,  the  eyes  become  deeply  sunken,  the  lips  often 
leaden  color,  the  countenance  haggard,   the  skin   cool,  the  mind 
lethargic,  and  the  pulse  frequent  and  feeble.     In  a  considerable 
number  of  cases  the  stomach  is  irritable  from  the  commencement 
of  the  disease;  and  about  the  second  or  third  day  the  vomiting  be- 
comes frequent,  and  the  matter  vomited  consists  of  water  colored 
'<)llow  or  slightly  green,  but  subsequently  it  becomes  a  deep  cop- 
green,  or  sky  blue  color.     In  these  cases  where  the  treatment 
neglected  in  the  beginning,  or  badly  managed,  I  have  found 
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this  symptom  exceedingly  persistent  and  troublesome.  It  is  ^- 
most  always  accompanied  by  a  feeling  of  great  opjMression  and  dis- 
tress at  the  epigastrium,  which  is  somewhat  relieved  by  each  act 
of  vomiting.  In  a  few  cases  seen  during  the  present  summer,  the 
distress  at  the  epigastrium  extended  through  the  chest  to  the  top 
of  the  sternum,  accompanied  by  extreme  anxiety,  a  sense  of  suflfo- 
cation,  and  occasional  palpitations  of  the  heart.  In  nearly  all  of 
these  bad  cases,  the  symptoms  have  been  distinctly  remittent^  they 
geneially  being  the  worst  during  the  night,  and  ameliorated  for 
two  or  three  hours  in  the  morning.  On  the  other  hand  I  have 
met  with  a  few  cases  in  which  the  constitutional  or  general  symp* 
toms  were  exceedingly  slight,  the  patients  complaining  of  little 
else  than  a  frequent  desire  to  defecate,  with  transient  pains  in  the 
course  of  the  colon,  and  bloody,  mucous  discharges. 

Treatment. — In  a  disease  so  variable  in  its  symptoms  and  de- 
gree of  severity  as  dysentery,  the  treatment  must  of  course  vary 
also  very  much.  In  ordinary  caJies,  when  called  during  the  first 
two  or  three  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  I  direct 
for  an  adult  something  like  the  following,  viz  : 
R  Sub.  murias.  hydrarg.,   12  grs. 

Pulv.  opii,  10  grs. 

White  sugar,  30  grs. 

Mix  and  divide  into  six  powders ;  one  to  be  taken  every  two, 
three,  or  four  hours,  according  to  the  severity  of  the  symptoms', 
and  continued  until  the  discharges  are  stopped  and  the  bowels  have 
been  quiet  from  eight  to  twelve  hours  at  least.  At  the  same  time 
if  the  pain  in  the  abdomen  has  been  severe,  I  cover  it  with  fo- 
mentations of  hops,  and  keep  up  the  action  of  the  kidneje  by 
giving  between  the  powders  a  teaspoonful  of  the  Spts.  Kit.  Dul- 
cis.  Generally  after  continuing  this  treatment  24  hours,  I  find 
the  skin  less  hot  and  dry,  the  pulse  less  quick,  the  discharges  ei- 
ther entirely  suppressed  or  less  frequent  and  painful,  but  the  pa- 
tient feeling  dull  and  heavy.  If  the  discharges  from  the  bowels 
are  entirely  stopped,  I  allow  them  to  remain  so  from  12  to  18 
hours,  and  then  move  them  by  means  of  castor  oil  or  seidleitz 
powders,  being  always  careful  to  leave  an  anodyne  sufficient  to 
promptly  quiet  the  bowels  after   two  or  three   fecal  evacuations 
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have  ooourred.  This  treatment,  which  osuallj  oocapies  about  two 
days,  is  in  some  cases  all  that  is  required  ;  but  more  frequently 
there  remains  some  griping  pains,  with  frequent  disposition  to  go 
to  stool,  and  discharges  of  a  slimy  character  streaked  with  blood; 
but  without  much  general  febrile  action.  At  this  stage  of  the 
trouble  I  put  the  patients  upon  the  use  of  the  emulsion  of  oil  of 
turpentine  and  laudanum,  or  of  pills  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  opii, 
and  sometimes  of  both,  taken  alternately.  The  formula  for  the 
emulsion  has  been  several  times  published  in  the  Journal  in  con- 
nexion with  former  reports,  and  is  as  follows,  viz.: 
H         01.  Terebinth,  3ij, 

Tinct.  Opii,  3ij- 

PulvG.Arabac;  ^... 

White  sugar,        )  ^  •' 

Rub  together  thoroughly  and  add 
Mint  Water,  Sij. 

Mix,  and  give  one  teaspoonful  every  two  or  four  hours,  according 
to  the  frequency  of  the  discharges.     When  I  use  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  it  is  geiierally  in  the  form  of  pills,  as  follows,  viz.: 
H     Nitras  Argenti,  7  grs. 

Pulv  Opii,  20  grs. 

Mix  and  divide  into  20  pills,  of  which  one  may  be  given  every 
two,  three  or  four  hours.  By  these  pills  or  the  emulsion,  or  die 
two  given  alternately,  at  just  such  intervals  as  will  suppress  the 
pain  and  limit  the  discharges  to  from  three  to  six  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  the  patients  will  generally  entirely  recover  in  from 
foar  to  seven  days. 

While  this  is  the  case  with  a  large  majority  of  the  cases  I  meet 

with,  there  are  still  many  exceptions.  For  instance,  in  those  eaaee 

described  as  connected  with  persistent  vomiting,  it  is  necessary  to 

give  the  calomel  combined  with  morphine,  in  divided  doses  often 

repeated,  with  strong  sinapisms  over  the  epigastrium,  and  repeated 

enemas  of  cold  water  and  laudanum  thrown  into  the  rectum. 

And  when  the  first  febrile  symptoms  have  abated,  the  skin  become 

ol,  the  pulse  soft  and  quick,  and  yet  the  patient  restless  with  a 

ise  of  oppression  at  the  lower  end  of  the  sternum,  with  oooa- 

nal  vomiting  of  green  or  blueish  water,  I  have  found  the  fol* 
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lowing  mixture  to  Bucceed  better  than  anything  else  in  most  cases, 
yix.: 

R     Chloride  of  Sodium,  3ij. 

Tinct.  Opii,  5ij. 

Sulph  Quinine,  16  grs. 

Water,  Siv. 

Mix,  and  shake  it  well  before  using,  and  give  a  dessert  spoonful 
every  two  or  three  hours. 

At  the  same  time  give  after  each  second  evacuation  an  enema, 
consisting  of  half  a  teacupful  of  cold  water,  with  one  teaspoonful 
of  laudanum  and  ten  grs.  of  Quinine.  Another  preparation  which 
I  have  found  of  much  value,  in  cases  where,  after  the  general  feb- 
rile symptoms  have  abated  or  entirely  disappeared,  the  tenesmus, 
with  disposition  to  be  frequently  on  the  stool  and  yet  ^ut  litde 
discharge,  continues,  is  as  follows,  viz.: 


Strychnine, 

Igr. 

Nitric  Acid, 

5j 

Tinct.  Opii, 

5ij. 

Water, 

Sij. 

Mix,  give  one  tea-spoonful  every  two  or  three  hours  in  plenty  of 
sweetened  water. 

In  those  few  cases  accompanied  by  decided  periodicity,  I  add 
anti-periodic  doses  of  the  tannate  of  quinine  to  the  other  remedies 
indicated,  with  the  most  prompt  benefit.  In  treating  the  dysen* 
tery  in  children,  I  use  the  same  remedies  as  in  the  adult,  only  al- 
tering the  dose  to  correspond  with  the  age  of  the  child.  In  them 
however,  one  of  the  most  troublesome  symptoms  is  a  suppression 
of  urine,  especially  while  they  are  kept  much  under  the  influence 
of  opiates.  I  have  met  with  many  cases  of  children  under  two 
years  of  age,  to  whom  it  was  impossible  to  give  sufiBcient  opiates 
in  any  form,  to  quiet  the  bowels  without  so  far  suppressing  the 
secretion  from  the  kidneys,  that  the  little  sufferers  become  ex- 
tremely restless  and  feverish,  or  so  lethargic  that  they  could 
ecarcely  be  aroused  at  all.  In  such  cases  I  have  found  the  best 
'effects  from  the  following,  viz.: 
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R.    Erigeron  Canadensis,  Ssr 

Lycopus  Virginicus,  §8s. 

Boiling  water  1   pint.         Make  an 

infusion,  and  when  cold  give  to  an  adult  one  or  two  tablespoons- 
ful  every  hour  or  two.  To  children  under  two  years  a  tesispoon- 
ful  may  be  given  every  half  hour  or  hour.  In  cases  where  the 
patients  are  much  reduced  and  the  skin  cool,  the  Tannate  of  Qui- 
nine may  be  added  to  the  infusion  with  benefit. 

During  the  last  month,  I  met  with  two  or  three  young  children 
affected  with  severe  dysentery,  which  resisted  every  means  I  could 
adopt  for  several  days.  Opiates,  either  with  or  without  altera- 
tives and  astringents,  invariably  suppressed  the  urinary  secretion, 
and  increased  the  nausea  and  vomiting,  or  rendered  the  patients 
lethargic  to  a  dangerous  degree.  In  all  these  I  found  very  mudi 
benefit  from  the  use  of  the  above  infusion,  given  in  small  and  fre- 
quently repeated  doses. 

It  stopped  the  vomiting  entirely,  lessened  the  frequency  of  the 
discharge  from  the  bowels,  and  rendered  them  more  healthy, 
while  a  good  secretion  from  the  kidneys  was  maintained.  One  of 
the  worst  cases  I  met  with  was  a  little  child  aged  18  months.— 
The  gastric  and  intestinal  irritation  was  severe,  and  the  discharg- 
es continued  bloody,  muco-purulent,  and  frequent,  until  a  dan- 
gerous degree  of  prostration  ensued.  After  trying  remedies  by 
the  mouth  and  rectum,  until  I  was  well  nigh  discouraged,  I  took 
a  tumbler  full  of  the  above  named  infusion,  added  to  it  10  grs.  of 
Tannate  of  Quinine,  a  few  drops  of  peppermint,  and  sugar  enough 
to  make  it  pleasant.  This  was  given  in  doses  of  a  dessert  spoonfal 
so  frequently  repeated,  that  it  was  nearly  all  taken  in  24  hours; 
at  the  end  of  which  time  the  stomach  had  become  quiet,  the  secre- 
tion from  the  kidneys  good,  and  the  discharges  from  the  bowels 
much  less  frequent  and  more  fecal.  By  continuing  the  infusion 
thejpatient  was  enabled  to  retain  in  addition  a  few  drops  of  the 
emulsion  of  turpentine  and  laudanum  three  or  four  times  a  d&j. 
and  fully  recovered.  I  had  intended  to  add  many  other  items  od 
the  treatment  of  Dysentery,  but  present  space  will  not  permit. 
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COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS, 

-  NEW  YORK, 

FOETT-NINTH  SESSIOV,  1855.66. 

^PHE  Lectures  will  commence  on  Tuesday  October  16,  1855,  and  con* 
±     tiuue  until  March  15th,  1856. 

FACULTY. 

Alex.  H.  Stevens,  M.D  ,  President  and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Joseph  M.  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Mediea  aud  Clinical 
iUedicine. 

John  Torrey,  M.D.,  L.L.D..  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

Robert  Watts,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Willard  Parker,  M.D  ,  Profesj^or  of  Surgery. 

Chandler  R.  Oilman,  M.D  ,  Professor  of  Obstetrics. 

Alonzo  Clark,  M  D  ,  Professor  of  Pathology  and  Practical  Medicine. 

Elisha  Bartlett,  M.D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Materia  Madica. 

John  C.  Daltou,  Jr.,  3/.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Mcrosropic 
Anatomy. 

Lewis  A.  Say  re,  M.D.,  Prosector  of  Surgery. 

George  T  Elliot,  M.D.,  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Obstetrics. 

John  A.  Lidell,  M.D.  ^Demonstrator. 

FEES 
For  a  whole  course,  $105.  Matriculation  Fee,  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee,  $25» 

PRELIMINARY  COURSE. 

This  course  will  commence  Sept.  25th  and  continue  until  October  16. 
Lectures  free  to  the  matriculated  students  of  the  College. 

New  Building. — The  Trustees  have  purchased  a  lot  in  the  vicinity  of 
Belle vue  Hospital,  on  which  they  are  now  erecting  a  college  edifice,  65 
feet  by  100,  which  will,  they  hope,  equal  if  not  surpass  any  building  in 
the  country.  It  will  contain  lecture  rooms  of  the  largest  size  and  most 
approved  construction,  a  well  lighted  and  thoroughly  ventilated  dissect- 
ing room,  20  by  16  feet,  with  every  other  requisite  for  comfort  and  con- 
venience. 

The  bnildiog  will  be  inangnrated  with  appropriate  ceremonies  on  Not. 
6,  1855. 

Clinical  instruction  will  be  given  at  the  New  York  Hospital,  by  Froi, 
Smith,  and  at  Bellevue  Hospital  by  Prof.  Clark. 

ROBERT  WATTS,  M.D., 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
College  of  Physicians  aud  Sor^eons, 
67  Crosby  street. 
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ST.    LOUIS    MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

(Formerly    Medical    Department    of    St.    Louis    Univerntj.) 

THE  Reguhir  Lectures  in  this  institatioD  will  eommece  oo  the  first  day  of 
November  next,  and  continue  until  March.  A  preliminarjr  Coarse  at  the 
Oollege,  as  also  Glioical  Lectures  at  the  Hospitals  and  Dispensaiy,  will  be  de- 
livered without  extra  charge,  during  the  month  of  October. 

M.  L.  LINTON,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

A.  LITTON,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

CHARLES  A<  POPE  M.D,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practiee of  Sni^ 
gery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

M.  M.  PALLEN,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  WomeD  and 
Children. 

R.  S    HOLMES  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Medical  J urispnideDee. 

W.  M.  McPHCETERS,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Theimpeatics. 

CHAS.  W*  STEVENS,  M.D.,  Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgical 
Anatomy. 

JOHN  B.  JOHNSON,  M.B.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Patholo  cal 
Anatomy. 

E.  H.  GREGORT,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  most  ample  opportunities  for  Clinical  Instruction,  both  in  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  are  afforded  free  of  charge  in  the  St.  Louis  Hospital,  as  also  in  tfae  City 
Hospital,  the  Marine  Wards,  end  the  O'Fallen  Dispensary.  Anatomical  material 
in  great  abundance. 

fees  for  the  entire  course,  Si 05.  Matriculation  Ticket  (paid  but  once)  SS.  Dis- 
secting Ticket  $10.    Hospital  Tickets  gratuitous. 

Studf  nts  or  others  desiring  further  information  can  either  addrssB  the  Dean,  and 
he  will  forward  them  a  descriptive  pamphlet,  or  on  arriving  in  the  eity,  call  apoo 
him  at  his  office,  Souih-West  comer  of  Tenth  and  Locust  sts. 
CHAS  A.  POPE.  M.  P ,  Dean  of  the  Facalty 

PENNSYLVANIA   COLLEGE-iMEDICAL   DE- 
PARTMENT. 

SESSION    OF    1855-1866. 

THE  Kgnlar  cou'se  of  Lectures  will  commeoce  on  Monday,  October  8,  and 
will  be  conltDued  to  the  first  of  March. 

FACULTY. 

David  Gilbert,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obbtetrios  and  Disoases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Alfred  .Stile  M.D.,  Prot;  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  Niell.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

J.  M.  Allen,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Special  and  Sargical  Anatomy. 

John  J.  Reese.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Chemistry. 

John  B.  Biddle.  M .  D .,  Professor  of  Therapeuiics  and  Materia  Medioa. 

Francis  G.  Smith,  M.D..  Prof,  of  Institutes  of  Medicine* 

Joseph  Shippen.  M.D.,  Demoostrator  of  Anatomy. 

Clinical  Instruction  will  he  given  by  Professors  Biddle  and  Niell  at  tt»  Phila- 
delphia Hospital,  Blockley,  duiing  the  entire  term  of  the  160100,  in  coojaiictiea 
with  other  members  of  tho  Medical  Buard  of  the  Hoapital.  The  ■tadantsef 
Pennsylvania  College — both  first-course  and  eecond-conree  will  be  fiinuihed 
gratuitously  with  the  ticket  to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital.  Seoond-cottrta  Hi- 
dents  have  the  option  of  receiviDe  gratuitously  the  ticket  to  the  PenaayHaoia 
Hospital.  A  Clinic  will  also  be  held  at  the  College  every  Wednesday  and  Satv* 
day  morning  throbghout  the  Session. 

FEES— For  the  entire  course  of  Lectures,  .  .  .        $105  00 

Matriculi^ion  (paid  once  only),      .  .  .  .        5  00 

Graduation,        .  .  .  .  .  .  30  00 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  in  September,  under  the  direction  of  the 
ProU'ssor  ul  Anatomy  and  the  Demonstrator. 

Preliminary  Lectures  will  be  dehvered  during  the  fortnight  preeadlagtha  apaa- 
ii)g  of  the  session. 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.D..  Bagistnr, 

123  Ninthstreeti  Philadelphia. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE  L— ^  Caie  of  Edampsia,  Read  before  the  BflCuUpiiifi 
Society,  at  the  eenii-aoDaal  meeting  held  io  Maribal,  Majr^  1866* 
By  D.  W.  Stormoat,  of  Graodneir,  111. 

The  following  case  of  Pnerperal  Convalsiona  10  reported  to  the 
society,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  discussion  as  to  the  best 
treatment,  in  this  somewhat  rare,  bat  very  dangerous  disease. 

Was  called  to  the  country  in  the  forenoon  of  April  0th,  1856, 
to  visit  Mrs.  B.  in  labor  with  her  first  child ;  age  19,  rather  short, 
squarely  built,  short  thick  neck,  florid  complexion,  dark  hair  and 
eyes.  Ascertained  the  labor  had  set  in  about  midnight  On  ex- 
amination, found  the  general  condition  of  the  patient  normal ;  and 
the  labor  well  advanced  iy  the  second  stage,  the  head  occupying 
the  pelvic  cavity.  The  pains,  however,  were  irregular,  and  the 
case  progressed  slowly.'  She  was  delivered,  between  12  and 
1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  a  hcilthy  male  child,  medium  size.  For  move 
than  an  hour  previously,  while  the  head  was  engaged  at  the  in- 
ferior strait  and  at  the  os  externum,  the  patient  vjs  very  restless, 
and  complained  much  of  the  pains,  which  were,  generally  not  ex- 
pulsive, but  rather  tetanic  in  their  character  <Phere  was  no  naa-> 
sea,  no  perspiration  about  the  face  or  thorax,  and,  in  answer  to  the 
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direct  question,  said  she  had  no  headache.     After  the  birth  of  the 
child,  she  expressed  herself  as  feeling  quite  easy,  and  conversed 
cheerfully.     Traction  at  the  cord  showed  the  placenta  still  adher- 
ent.    After  waiting   fifteen  or  twenty  minutcjs — as  is  my  custom 
frequently,  where  delay  is  not  contra  indicated, — and  the  pains 
not  returning,  I  applied  frictions  over  the  fundus  uteri.     Violent 
contractions   soon  came  on,  and  with  them   the  extreme  rcstless- 
ne.s8  of  the  patient.     She  now  complained,  for  the  first   time  of 
severe  headache,  and  was  soon  after  thrown  into  violent  conval- 
sions.     Ordered  cold  water  to  the '  head  and  face.     Running  the 
finger  up  the  cord,  I  found  the  placenta  engaged  in  the  mouth  of 
the  womb,  and  hooking  into  it,  extracted  it  immediately.     The 
convulsions  lasted  about  one  minute.     As  sooq  as  we  cooM  get 
things  re^dy,  I  bound  up  the  arm  preparatory  to  bleeding.     She 
was   now  lying  in   a   semi-comatose  condition,   pulse  slow,  fall, 
strong, — face  flushed,  purpleish, — breathing  heavy.   Had  her  rais- 
ed partially  erect,  and  succeeded  in  getting  a  full  stream  from  a 
large  orifice      Bled  to  sickness  and  entire  consciousness.     Ordered 
cold  water  to  be  applied  to  the  head  aisiduously,  sinapisms  to  the 
extremities.     Gave  calomel  gr.  xx v.,  Pul v.  Rhei  x.  gr.  One  hour 
afterwards   the  headache   returned  severely.     Had  her  raised  to 
the  erect  posture,  opened  the  vein,  and  again  bled  to  sickness. 
Face  pale — headache  almost  gone — feels  better.     Ordered  a  table- 
spoonful  I  of  castor  oil  to  be  given  in  an  hour,  and  repeated  hourly 
until  it  operates. 

Same  day,  6  o'clock,  P.  M. — Has  had  six  fits  since  I  left — ^lies 
stupid ;  can  be  roused  to  consciousness  for  a  moment  only.  Ap- 
plied cups  to  back  of  neck  and  temples,  but  the  fits  raturniog,  had 
to  desist.  Gave  one  drop  of  croton  oil  and  repeated  it  at  interv;ala 
until  the  bowels  were  freely  moved  twice  about  10  o'clock  ;  dejec- 
tions dark  green.  In  the  meantime,  sent  for  Dr.  Steele  in  ooa- 
sultation.  The  attacks  continued  to  recur,  and  were  increasing 
in  frequency  and  intensity.  The  intervals  more  or  less  comatose ; 
face  and  eyes  bloated  ;  patient  unable  to  speak  when  aroused.  Dr. 
S.  now  recommended  forty  drops  of  laudanum  to  be  given  every 
wo  or  three  hours,  until  the  convulsions  ceased,  and  continue  cold 
vater  to  the  head  and  sinapisms  to  the  extremities.     I  remained 


ORIOIMAL   COMMUNICATIONS.  895 

with  the  patient -all  night;  and  gave  the  laudanum  every  two  hours. 
After  taking  the  third  dose,  or  about  4  o'clock,  A.M.,  she  passed 
from  the  stupor,  in  which  she  had  been  lying  fn  the  intervals,  into 
a  quiet  sleep,  which  lasted  about  three  hours.  No  return  of  the 
convulsions,  of  which  she  had  twenty  in  fifteen  hours ;  pupils  dilat- 
ed, countenance  dull  and  heavy,  skin  moist,  pulse  110,  full,  soft, 
compressible.  Ordered  the  laudanum  to  be  given  if  the  fits  re- 
turned or  she  became  restless,  and  cold  to  the  head  unremittingly. 

10th,  6  o'clock,  P.  M. — No  return  of  the  convulsions ;  has  slept 
nearly  all  day ;  breathing  natural ;  pulse  70  ;  some  fullness,  but 
soft  and  compressible ;  skin  moist ;  pupils  not  dilated ;  seems  to 
be  rational,  but  can  not  speak.  The  bowels  not  having  been  open 
since  11  o'clock  last  night,  dire  ted  calomel  and  jalap,  aa  gr.  x., 
to  be  repeated  in  three  hours,  and  followed  by  castor  oil,  if  neces- 
sary— Laudanum  to  be  given  pro  re  nata.  • 

11th,  9  o'clock,  A.M. — Rested  well  all  night;  medicine  operat- 
ed freely  about  midnight,  dejections  dark  and  offensive ;  pulse  70, 
soft ;  countenance  still,  somewhat  dull ;  Converses  some — head 
cool ;  but  aches  a  little  ;  feels  sore  all  over :  inclines  to  lie  on  the 
back  with  the  knees  drawn  up.  Tenderness  on  pressure  over  the 
uterus.  Strong  mercurial  fector  on  the  breath ;  disowns  the 
child.  R.  Pulv.  Doveri,  gr.  viii — every  four  hours — poultice  of 
wheat  bran  and  hops  to  the  bowels,  to  be  renewed  every  three 
hours. 

12th,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. — Decidedly  better.  Has  some  appe- 
tite ;  countenance  good  ;  pulse  78  ;  soft:  A\n  moist ;  complains  of 
the  ptyalism;  still  some  little  tenderness  over  the  the  uturus  on 
pressure,  and  some  headache.  Directed  an  astringent  wash  for  the 
mouth,  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  continue  prescription  as  yesterday. 

13th, — Still  better.  Milk  coming ;  manifests  some  interest  in 
the  child  to-day,  for  the  first  time. 

She  continued  steadily  to  improve,  and  I  discontinued  my  visit 
on  the  15th. 

.  Were  there  no  premonitory  symptoms  of  Eclampsia,  in  this  case, 
which  were  unheeded;  but  which  should  have  been  met  by  appro- 
priate treatment,  and  the  attack  thus  warded  off  7  On  inquiring 
of  Mrs.  B.,  after  convalescence,  she  informed  me  that  her  health 
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had  been  good  during  gestation,  with  the  e;cception  of  a  headache, 
at  times,  during  the  last  two  months,  which  she  ascribed  to  ''  cold/' 
But  this  symptom  was  not  present,  until  a  very  short  time  before 
the  first  convulsion,  which  was   twenty  minutes  or  more  after  the 
birth  of  the  child.     The  bladder  and  rectum  were  both  evacaated 
freely,  just  previous  to  my  arrival.     The  labor  was  not  more  tedi- 
ous than  is  frequently  met  with  in  primiparic,  occupying  but  little 
over  twelve   hours.     The  uterine  contractions,  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  second  stage,  were  of  rather  a  tetanic  character,  fre- 
quently causing  loud  complaints  from  the  patient,  with  considera- 
ble jactation,  and  advancing  the  travail  slowly.     But  this  is  not 
unusual  with  the  muscular  primiparous  female.     There  was  one 
symptom,  however,  which,  taken  in  connection  with  the  preceding, 
pointed  to  this  attack  with  almost  a  certainty  ;  that  was  the  want 
of  perspir^on  about  the  face  and  thorax     But  it  was  unaooom- 
panied  by  any  evidence  of  sanguine  determination  to  the  head,  as 
cephalagia,  vertigo,  &c.,  and  was  thus  unheeded.   I  have  had  two 
other  cases  recently,  also   in  primiparous,  muscular  females,  im 
which  the  uterine  contractions  were  painful,  irregular,  and  not  ex- 
pulsive, with  jactation  and  no  perspiration 4tboat  the  face  and  tho- 
rax, but  accompanied,  in  both  cases,  with  severe  headache.     A 
free  bleeding  promptly  relieved   all  these  symptoms  in  each  ease, 
and  I  verily  believe,  prevented  an  attack  of  Eclampsia. 

There  is  much  obscurity  as  to  the  cause  of  this  disease.  Per- 
haps we  weuld  cover  the  whole  ground,  if  we  ^ould  say  the  puer- 
peral state  is  the  predisposing,  and  sympathetic  reaction  upon  the 
brain  and  nervous  system  from  an  irritation  of  the  womb,  is  the 
exciting  cause. 

In  the  treatment  there  are  some  points  upon  which  all  are 
agreed,  while  upon  others  we  find  the  strangest  diversity  of  opinioii; 
rendering  it  difficult  often  for  the  inexperienced  practitioner  to  de- 
cide at  once  what  course  to  pursue.    For  what  he  does,  he  must  do 
promptly  and  decidedly,  or  he  will  loose  his  patient 
Nearly  all  insist  in  every  case,  upon  free  general  bloodletting, 
th  brisk  purgatives,  cold  to  the  head,  revulsives  to  the  extremi- 
s,  and  cupping  from   the  temples  or  back  of  the  neck,  where 
ere  is  stupor.    Here,  if  the  convulsions  oontinuoi  the  paths 
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diverge.  One  class,  among  whom  Prof.  Meigs  stands  pre-eminent, 
strongly  insist  upon  the  administration  of  full  doses  of  opium. 
Otiiers  again,  among  whom  are  Dcwees,  Colombat,  and  Oazeaux> 
condemn  this  practice  in  most  unqualified  terms  Cazeaux,  in  his 
excellent  work  on  midwifery,  Ac,  translated  by  Thomas, — ^page 
612,  says;  *' In  my  estimation,  the  opiates  ought  to  be  wholly 
banished  from  the  treatment  of  a  disease,  which  so  often  terminates 
in  cerebral  congestions."  The  learned  author  also  tells  us,  page 
608,  **  But  these,''  (the  encephalic  congestion,  extravasation  or  ef- 
fusion, frequently  observed  j;o5/  morttm,)  **are  evidently  nothing 
more  than  8ec'>ndary  lesions,  the  effects,  not  the  cause,  of  the  con- 
vulsions." And  again,  *  often  this  disease  leaves  no  anatomical 
lesion  behind  "  Now,  if  the  convulsions  are  the  cause  of  death, 
and  the  lesion  observed  aire  the  effects,  not  the  cause  of  the  convul- 
sions, a  rational  treatment  would  adopt  a  remedy  ^hick  would  ar- 
rest this  cause  before  thesereffects  were  produced,  and  thus  remove 
the  danger.  Opium,  in  hypnotic  doses,  is  that  remedy.  This 
might  be  inferred  from  the  known  therapeutical  properties  of  this 
drag,  te  relieve  spasms  and  quiet  irritation.  It  is  also  confirmed 
hj  experience.  But  its  administration  should  always  be  preceded 
by  a  free  bleeding  and  brisk  purging,  with  cold  to  the  head,  re- 
vulsives, &c. 

Chloroform,  by  inhalation,  is  recommended  in  this  disease.  I 
would  not  hesitate,  in  another  case,  if  the  convulsions  continued 
after  Y.  8.,  to  administer  the  anasthetic  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
arrest  the  paroxysms  ;  or  at  least  to  check  their  force  and  frequency 
until  they  could  be  relieved  by  opium. 

Such  is  an  outline  of  the  treatment  I  would  adopt  in  this  fright- 
ful disease,, where  the  attack  comes  on  after  the  completion  of 
labor,  or  before  its  commencement.  But  if  labor  should  set  in, 
or  the  attack  commence  during  its  progress,  in  addition  to  this,  I 
would  use  all  proper  means  to  expedite  the  delivery,  and  admin- 
ister chloroform  as  freely  as  the  safety  of  the  patient  would  admit, 
or  the  frequency  of  the  convulsions  demanded 

May  15th,  1855. 
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ARTICLE  U.-^A  Case.     By  G.  W.  Parkins,  M.  D.,  of  lUinois. 

About  three  years  since,  Mrs.  B ,  a  very  respectable  lady 

of  Tremont,  Tazewell  county,  111.,  had  a  severe  attack  of  dysen- 
tery, from  and  after  which  her  catamenia  ceased  entirely,  and  so 
continued  for  two  years,  when  she  was  married  to  Mr.  B,  At 
this  time  her  menses  returned  for  two  or  three  times  only,  then 
disappeared  again.  Daring  these  two  years,  there  took  place  a 
gradual  hypogastric  enlargement,  steadily  increasing,  but  painless, 
occasioned  by  what  appeared  to  be  a  hard  tumor  in  that  region. 
After  marriage  this  tumor  grew  more  rapidly,  filling  up  the  um- 
bilical region,  and  encroaching  on  the  epigastrium,  and,  as  she 
was  affected  by  none  of  the  ordinary  signs  of  pregnancy,  except 
the  abdominal  enlargement  and  the  cessation  of  the  menses,  both  of 
which  existed  before  marriage,  her  physician,  Dr.  Shaw,  sus- 
pected ovarian  dropsy,  or  uterine  disease.  He  advised  her  to  visit 
St.  Louis  for  medical  advice,  and  about  the  middle  of  June  last, 
Mr.  B.  accompanied  her  thither,  where  she  was  examined  by  Dr. 
Pope,  who  made  an  exploratory  puncture  into  the  tumor.  He  de- 
cided that  it  was  a  fleshy  or  fibrous  development  within  the  womb 
— that  pregnancy  might  co-exist,  but  it  was  not  probable,  antl 
that  there  was  little  or  no  ground  to  justify  a  hope  that  an  oper- 
ation would  be  beneficial.  In  a  desponding  mood,  they  now  took 
boat  for  home.  During  the  first  day  she  had  occasional  pains  in 
the  hypogastrium,  which  increased  in  frequency,  and  severity, 
till  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day,  when  they  had  become  so 
severe  that  she  determined  to  land  at  our  place,  Havana,  believ- 
ing the  cause  of  her  sufferings  to  be  the  jarring  motion  of  the  boat. 
This  was  July  2d.  One  hour  after  landing,  I  was  called  in,  and 
found  Mrs.  B.  far  advanced  in  labor,  but  she  did  not  think  she  was 
pregnant  at  all.  She  was  89  years  old,  and  this  her  first  confine- 
ment, which  I  thought  accounted  for  the  severe  and  protracted 
labor.  In  two  hours  Mrs.  B.  gave  birth  to  a  foetus  which  appear- 
^  to  have  arrived  at  full  term,  but  in  which  life  was  extinct,  the 
93  of  the  cranium  being  much  distorted. 

lut  there  still  existed  great  abdominal  prominence,  so  mach  so 
my  first  impression  was,  that  there  was  another  child  in  utero. 
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I  called  in  Br.  John  McCowen,  and  after  a  careful  examination, 
we  concluded  the  extraordinary  prominence  was  owing  to  the  ex* 
istence  of  a  tumor  about  the  siie  of  an  adult  head  The  most  pro* 
minent  part  of  the  tumor,  thai  wherein  the  puncture  had  been 
made,  was  tender  on  touch  or  pressure,  otherwise  the  patient  was 
easy^  But  during  the  four  days  which  she  survived  parturition, 
there  were  no  uterine  contractions,  resembling  labor  pains ;  no  se- 
cretion of  milk ;  pulse  80  per  minute  and  weak,  and  increasing 
in  number,  and  weakness,  till  death  closed  the  scene  ;  the  counten- 
ance cadaverous ;  the  surface  bathed  in  cold  perspiration ;  hiccough 
was  a  prominent  and  distressing  symptom ;  and  finally  death  super- 
vened, on  the  6th  of  July,  under  all  the  characteristic  symptoms 
of  mortification  of  some  portion  of  the  abdominal  vicera. 

Dr.  Nastich  saw  the  patient  on  the  4th,  and  said  there  was  a 
second  dead  child  in  the  womb,  which  should  be  removed  without 
delay,  to  which  Mrs.  B.  did  not  consent.  Therefore  we  thought 
best,  in  self-defence,  to  institute  an  autopsy.  On  laying  open  the 
abdominal  cavity,  the  womb  was  found  very  much  enlarged,  oc- 
cupying the  hypogastric  and  umbilical  regions  almost  completely. 
In  external  appearance,  it  was  firm,  bilobed,  one  lobe  occupying  the 
fundus,  the  other,  the  inferior  and  anterior  portion  of  the  uterus ; 
and  in  color  it  was  nearly  natural,  except  the  interior  part  of  the 
inferior  lobe,  which  rested  down  against  the  os  pubis.  This  was 
the  part  punctured,  and  around  the  puncture  mortific  ition  had  taken 
place.  The  edges  of  the  wout.d,  having  taken  on  malignant  ac- 
tion, were  putrid,  black,  very  much  thickened^and  everted.  The 
surface  was  livid  and  black  for  the  space  of  four  inches  in  diameter. 

From  the  fundus  uteri,  there  grew  or  pushed  up  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  three  tumors  about  the  size  of  goose  eggs,  having 
the  peritoneal  envelop,  common  to  them  and  the  womb.  They  wore 
solid,  somewhat  elastic,  and  of  similar  internal  construction  to  the 
tuTDor.  to  which  they  wei  e  attached.  The  uterus  was  no  where  less 
than  one  inch  thick,  and  the  two  principal  lobe."  were  four  to  five, 
each  of  which  was  a  fleshy,  fibrous  mass,  of  a  whitish-yellow,  and 
sometimes  of  a  reddish-yellow  appearance,  with  here  and  there 
small  cyst  containing  a  spoonful  or  less  of  serum.  The  muce 
membrane  of  the  womb  looked  healthy,  •the    uterine  cavity  t 
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long  but  much  contracted— the  placenta  was  not  yet  attached,  was 
about  7  or  8  inches  long,  and  very  slender,  ^  to  |  of  an  inch  thick, 
and  from  1  to  2  inches  wide ;  it  was  lying  loose  in  the  cavity  of  the 
womb,  which  latter  did  not  seem  capable,  owing  to  its  enormously 
thickened  condition,  of  any  further  contraction,  by  which  alone 
the  placenta  could  be  detached  and  thrown  off. 

Some  adhesions  existed  between  the  posterior  surface  of  the 
womb,  and  the  large  intestines — otherwise  the  abdominal  viseera 
were  perfectly  healthy.     The  uterus  weighed  9 1  lbs. 

As  the  entire  womb  was  affected  more  or  less,  and  as  il  had 
many  of  the  internal  and  external  characters  of  health,  the  diseased 
developement  was  probably  the  result  of  perverted  action  of  the 
uterine  lymphatics. 

It  did  not  appear  that  death  was  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
retention  of  the  placenta 

The  patient  might  have  lived  longer,  possibly  some  years,  had 
she  not  become  pregnant,  and  she  might  not  have  died,  neither 
been  confined,  quite  so  early,  had  the  tumor  not  been  punctured ; 
though  in  any  event  life  could  not  have  been  protracted  long. 


Cure  of  Diabetes  MeUitus, — By  Dr.  Zipfehli. — The  diabetes 
here  mentioned  was  cured  in  the  short  space  of  three  months  and 
a  few  days  by  the  use  of  cod-liver  oil  in  full  doses,  and  conjoined 
with  a  diet  of  animal  food. — (Gaz,  Med.) 

Observation, — **  A  journalist,  25  years   old,  entered  the  hos- 
pital to  be  treated   for  the  itch.     It  was  discovered  that  he  had 
diabetes  since  the  previous  September.     Two  or  three  spoonsful  of 
cod-liver  oil,  a  day,  were  first  prescribed,  to  be  increased  ad  /«6i* 
turn.     The  patient  grew  so  fond  of  the  remedy  that  he  consumed 
about  a  half  pound  of  It  in  two  days.     On  the  30th  of  May,  1854, 
he  was  able  to  leave  the  hospital,  entirely  cured ;  he  had  regained 
his  flesh  and  there  was  no  trace  of  sugar  in  his  urine  ;  in  all,  he 
*x)ok   thirteen   pounds  {litres)  of  the  oil.     It  is  possible  that  the 
pidity  of  the  cure   in   this  case  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
abetes  was   recent.     On  the  other  han«l,  tlie  patient  was  a  very 
>or  man,  who  lived  in  the  midst  of  privations  and  was  a  brandy 
inker ;  the  ^ood  diet  upon  which  he  was  plac  d  in  the  hospital, 
ithout  doubt  contributed  greatly  to  his  recovery. — Gras.  MetL 
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ARTICLE  VIII.— 2%«  Pathology  of  Fevers ;  or  ObserwUions  Critical 
and  JiljcperimerUal,  in  reference  to  the  nature,  varieties,  causes,  and  treat- 
ment of  Fevers.  By  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Pricciples  and 
Practice  <  f  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine  ;  in  Rash  Med.  College  ; 
Member  of  American  iVJed.  Association,  &c.,  &c. 

CAUSES  OF  FEVER,  {Continued  from  July  Number,) 

Ths  facts  adduced  in  regard  to  the  amount  and  kind  of  matter 
eliminated  from  the  skin  and  lungs,  are  abundantly  sufficient  to 
demonstrate  the  gr^at  importance  of  these  matters  as  direct  excit- 
ing causes  of  disease.  As  such,  they  are  operative,  not  merely  in 
the  narrow  alleys,  and  crowded  streets  of  our  large  cities,  but 
often  also  in  the  most  thinly  populated  rural  districts.  We  are  so 
accustomed  to  associate  together  the  ideas  oijrure  air  and  a  cmtutry 
residence^  that  we  are  liable  to  overlook  the  most  prominent  in- 
instances  of  impurity,  provided  they  be  located  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. On  a  careful  examination,  however,  it  will  be  found  that 
throughout  most  of  the  rural  districts  of  our  country,  the  sleeping 
apartments  are  very  small,  and  often  provided  with  very  inade- 
quate means  for  ventilation. 

The  farm  houses  generally  are  low  between  floors,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  bed-rooms  only  nine  by  tioelve  feet  or  less.  The 
chambers,  especially,  in  which  most  of  the  hired  help  and  the 
younger  members  of  the  family  sleep,  are  often  only  haJf  a  story 
between  the  floor  and  the  roof,  with  only  small  windows  at  the 
ends. 

Let  any  one  compare  the  actual  capacity  of  such  rooms  with  the 
amount  of  ^seous  materials,  impregnated  with  animal  matter, 
which  escape  from  the  inmates  during  the  hours  of  their  occupancy, 
and  after  making  all  proper  allowance  for  the  degree  of  ventilation 
that  actually  exists,  he  will  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  a  large 
proportion  gf  those  who  reside  in  the  country,  as  well  as  those  in 
the  cities,  habitually  inhale  during  the  night  an  atmosphere  too 
impure  to  be  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  good  health. 
Persons  thus  situated  during  the  night,  generally  rise  in  the  morn- 
ing with  a  feeling  of  languor  and  heaviness,  that  disappears  only, 
after  from  one  to  two  hours  exposure  in  the  open  air ;  and  they 
generally  have  much  less  relish  for  breakfast  than  for  dinner  or 

51 
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sapper.-T-The  deleteriaus  effects  here  described  may  not  oft^i  be 
sufficient  to  induce  a  direct  attack  of  fever  or  any  other  acute 
disease  But  that  they  debilitate  or  depress  the  vital  properties  and 
elementary  functions  of  the  system  to  such  an  exent  as  to  consti- 
tute a  strong  predisposition  to  such  diseases,  I  have  no  doubt. 
About  four  years  since,  during  the  winter  season,  a  series  of  reli- 
gious meetings  were  held  for  many  successive  days  and  evenings, 
in  a  small,  ill- ventilated  school  house,  about  sixteen  miles  from 
this  city.  Much  interest  was  felt  by  the  families  in  the  neighbor- 
hood and  the  house  was  crowded  most  of  the  time  during  the  meetings. 
Before  this  season  of  religious  revival  ended,  pneumonia  sccom 
panied  by  well-marked  typhoid  symptoms  began  to  prevail  among 
the  people,  and  several  cases  terminated  fatally.  By  direct  inqai- 
ries  at  the  time,  it  was  ascertained  that  most  of  those  attacked  had 
been  among  the  most  constant  attendants  in  the  crowded  meetiBga 
referred  to  ;  and  among  the  fatal  cases  were  some  of  the  most  pro- 
mising young  men  of  the  neighborhood. 

In  referring  to  this,  as  an  illustration  of  the  effects  of  air  renered 
impure,  by  accumulated  exhalations  from  the  crowded  assemblies, 
let  no  one  infer  that'I  object  either  to  religious  meetings,  or  even 
rerivafo.— They  should  be  conducted,  however,  with  proper  re- 
gard to  the  laws  of  health.  Late  in  the  autumn  of  185] ,  I  was  cal- 
led into  the  country  twelve  miles,  to  visit  the  son  of  Mr.  C,  who  I 
found  dangerously  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  complicated  with  disease 
of  the  lungs.  Mr.  C,  though  the  owner  of  a  large  farm,  situated  on 
a  wide  rolling  prairie,  still  lived  in  the  old  log-house^  which  had 
given  him  shelter  when  he  first  settled  in  the  country.  The  body 
of  the  house  furnished  but  one  room,  which  served  the  purposes 
of  kitchen,  parlor,  and  dining-room  for  the  whole  family,  and  in 
one  corner  of  which  was  placed  a  bed  surrounded  by  curtains.  In 
this  the  parents  usually  slept,  but  it  was  now  occupied  by  the  sick 
son.  The  rest  of  the  family,  numbering  eight  or  nine  persons, 
slept  in  the  low  chamber,  ventilated  only  by  a  small  window  at 
'ach  end. 

Nearly  all  the  members  of  the  family  were  complaining  of  those 
leling^  of  indisposition,  and  that  loss  of  appetite  in  the  morning, 
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'  which  ifas  clearly  traceable  to  the  imparity  of  the  air  in  which 
they  slept  And  I  am  satisfied  that  nothing  but  the  modifying  in* 
flnences  of  habit  and  the  free  exposure  to  the  air  during  the  day, 
prevented  them  from  all  becoming  sick  with  typhoid  disease.  That 
the  vital  properties  of  the  human  system  are  capable  of  becoming 

.  adapted,  by  repeated  exposure,  to  the  impressions  of  an  atmosphere 
more  or  less  impure,  so  far  as  to  maintain  the  several  functions  in 
a  condition  compatible  with  fair  health,  I  have  no  doubt.  But 
that  the  standard  of  health  in  such  cases  is  less  perfect,  and  the 
vital  properties  less  capable  of  resisting  the  influence  of  ordinary 
exciting  causes  of  disease,  is  equally  certain.  Persons  thus  situ- 
ated are  consequently,  in  a  strict  sense,  constantly  more  or  less 
predisposed  to  disease ;  and  more  readily  succumb  under  the  in- 
fluence of  any  of  the  more  active  morbific  agents.  This  is  illus- 
trated during  the  prevalence  of  almost  every  epidemic  disease. 
The  efficient  cause  or  causes  of  such  diseases  are  generally  conced- 
ed to  act  on  whole  communities  at  the  same  time.  But  the  inves- 
tigations of  sanitary  commissions  and  Boards  of  Health,  as  well  as  the 
experience  of  observing  physicians  every  where,  have  clearly  shown 
that  those  who  live  in  such  places  as  possess  an  atmosphere  most 
confined,  impure,  and  damp,  are  not  only  the  first  to  suffer  attacks, 
but  in  them  the  disease  is  much  more  likely  to  prove  fatal.  And 
yet  even  in  such  localities,  and  during  the  prevalence  of  typhoid 
fever,  typhus,  dysentery,  and  cholera,  we  may  see  the  influence  of 
habit  or  continued  exposure;  those  who  have  been  long  residents 
in  the  same  place  being  less  liable  to  attacks  than  the  new  comers. ' 
It  was  long  since  shown  by  Louis,  Ghomel,  and  other  eminent 
writers  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occur- 
ring in  Paris  and  other  European  cities,  took  place  in  those  per- 
sons who  had  recently  changed  their  residence  from  the  rural  dis- 
tricts to  the  city. 

The  same  fact  has  been  noticed  in  the  cities  of  our  own  country 
—  During  the  last  four  years,  I  have  kept  a  record  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  which  have  occurred 
under  my  own  observation  in  this  city.  Of  these,  two  hundred 
and  five,  or  little  more  than  four-fifths  occurred  in  persons  who 
had  been  less  than  one  year  residents  in  this  city.     Many  of  them 
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were  young  men  from  the  rural  districts  of  the  middle  and  eastern 
States,  accustomed  to  pure  air  and  free  out-of-doors  exercise. 

On  coming  to  the  citj,  they  become  occupied  chiefly  in  shops, 
stores,  and  offices,  take  much  less  out*door  exercise  than  formerly, 
sit  up  later  in  the  evening,  eat  less  regularly,  and  often  patronise 
the  aalo9ns  after  the  regular  duties  of  the  day  are  oyer,  while  the 
whole  atmosphere  of  the  city  is  less  pure,  and  consequently  leas 
invigorating  than  that  to  which  they  had  been  previously  accna- 
tomed.  The  atmosphere  inhaled  into  the  lungs  constitutes  at 
once  the  great  exciter  or  stimulus,  which,  acting  through  the  blood 
on  the  elementary  susceptibility  of  all  the  the  tissues  of  the  body, 
maintains  their  natural  and  healthy  actions  or  functions,  while  on 
the  other  hand,  it  furnishes  a  medium  in  which  is  carried  off  a 
large  amount  of  effete  matter  in  the  form  of  carbonic  acid,  water, 
and  animalized  substances.  Hence  every  change  in  the  atmosphere 
is  liable  to  affect,  not  merely  the  properues  or  functions  of  a  single 
organ,  but  of  all  the  organs  and  tissues  of  the  body. 

If  by  increasing  the  density  or  other  means,  the  quanti^  of 
oxygen  in  a  given  number  of  cubic-inches  of  inhaled  air  is  in- 
creased, it  is  very  probable  that  a  greater  amount  would  enter  the 
blood,  causing  a  more  active  excitation  of  all  the  tissues,  a  greater 
rapidity  of  organic  or  molecular  change,  and  an  exaltation  of  all 
the  properties  and  functions  of  the  system.     Every  individual  feels 
something  of  this,  whenever  exposed  to  a  dry,  cool,   and  pare 
atmosphere.     On  the  contrary,  by  diminishing  the  quantity  of 
.  oxygen  in  a  given  quantity  of  inhaled  air.  exactly  the  reverse  ef- 
fect is  induced.     A  less  quantity  of  oxygen  is  absorbed ;  excitation 
is  difficient,  and  consequently  the  molecular  changes  take  place 
less  rapidly.     An  individual  in  such  a  condition  feels,  mentally, 
listless  and  dull,  and  throughout  the  muscular  system  a  sense  of 
lassitude  or  indisposition  to  exertion  is  predominant     These  ef- 
fects may  be  experienced  at  any  time  by  inhaling  an  atmosphere 
made  very  rare  either  by  its  high  temperature  or  its  altitude.     If 
we  examine  the  individual  under  such  circumstances  more  carefiil- 
we  shall  soon  find  that  the  diminished  inhalation  of  oxygen  has 
;  merely  diminished  the  tone  and  activity  of  the  muscular  and 
Tous  tissues,  but  the  same  deficiency  of  the  natural  stimulus 
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or  excitor  in  the  blood  has  diminished  the  affinity  of  the  blood  for 
the  cells  of  the  various  secreting  structares.  Hence*at  the  same 
time  that  the  patient  becomes  conscious  of  mental  inactivity  and 
muscular  lassitude  all  the  secretions  are  diminished,  causing  the 
skin  to  be  more  dry,  the  urine  to  be  diminished  in  quantity,  and 
generally  a  deeper  color,  the  fceces  to' indicate  deficient  coloring 
matter  of  bile,  while  the  loss -of  appetite  or  imperfect  digestion  of 
food  generally  shows  deficient  secretion  of  the  gastric  fluid. — The 
same  altered  affinity  between  the  blood  and  the  tissues,  also  im* 
pairs  those  molecular  movements  by  which  effete  or  waste  particles 
are  removed  and  new  ones  appropriated  thoughout  all  the  tissues 
of  the  body  The  former  consequently  accumulate  more  or  less 
rapidly,  until  their  presence  excites  a  responsive  action  in  some 
one  of  the  eliminating  organs  through  which  they  escape, 
mingled  with  the  cutaneous,  renal,  or  intestinal  secretions ;  or  fail* 
ing  in  this,  they  act  as  irritants  upon  tne  elementary  properties 
of  the  the  tissues,  exalting  the  susceptibility  and  all  the  ordinary 
phenomena  of  febrile  action. 

It  is  thus,  that  a  simple  change  in  the  constituents  of  the  air 
we  breathe,  by  lessening  even  in  a  slight  degree  the  usual  stimulus 
to  the  elementary  properties  of  organized  matter,  may  lead  to  the 
simnltaneous  disturbance  of  every  function  in  the  system.  This 
disturbance  may  be  so  slight  as  to  cause  only  temporary  feeling 
of  indisposition  or  absence  of  vigorous  health,  or  it  may  be  so 
great  as  to  speedily  develope  a  grave  general  fever.  It  is  precisely 
this  general  'disturbance,  or  more  properly,  general  depression  of 
all  the  functions  arising  from  a  diminution  of  the  oxygen  inhaled 
with  a  given  number  of  cubic  inches  of  atmospheric  air  that  is  felt 
in  some  degree  by  almost  all  persons  when  they  remove  from 
colder  climates  to  warmer  ones,  and  from  rural  districts  to  densely 
populated  cities.  The  process  of  ''  acclimation,"  as  it  is  called, 
is  simply  the  period  necessary  for  the  elementary  properties  of  the 
tissues,  and  consequently  all  the  functions  dependent  on  these  pro- 
perties, to  become  adapted  to  the  impressions  of  an  atmosphere 
different  in  its  temperature,  density  or  other  conditions,  from  that 
to  which  the  individual  had  been  previously  accustomed.  If  the 
diflference  in  the  atmospheric  conditions  is  only  slight,  as  is  often 
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the  case  when  the  individual  only  removes  from  a  country  district 
into  a  city  in  the  same  latitude,  the  great  majority  will  suffer  so 
little  that  they  require  no  attention.  But  ever  here,  if  in  addition 
to  the  influence  of  a  moderate  change  in  the  conditions  of  the 
atmosphere,  the  individual  after  arriving  in  the  city,  enters  upon 
a  business  which  confines  him  more  than  usual  within  doors,  and 
causes  him  to  be  more  irregular  in  his  habits  of  eating,  drinking, 
and  rest,  these  will  constitute  so  many  additional  influences  cal- 
culated to  increase  the  depression  of  the  vital  properties  and  more 
certainly  cause  the  functional  disturbance  to  be  sufficient  to  con- 
stitute disease.  From  much  careful  observation  on  this  subject, 
I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the  chief  causes  which  induce  in  so  large 
a  proportion  of  those  young  persons  who  resort  to  our  cities  either 
for  study  or  business,  attacks  of  typhoid  or  continued  fever  during 
the  first  year  of  their  residence,  are  those  just  named.  I  am 
aware  that  Dr.  Watson  of  London,  and  many  others,  strenuously 
contend  that  all  our  attacks  of  typhoid  or  common  continued  fever 
depend  essentially  upon  some  specific  ^*  fever  poison  ;"  which  they 
are  compelled  to  regard  as  existing  almost  everywhere,  and  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  especially  in  cities,  but  which  is  capable  of 
isolation  or  tangibility  nowhere.  I  frankly  confess  that  I  can  see 
neither  good  sense  nor  sound  philosophy  in  calling  to  our  aid  a 
purely  hypothetical  agent,  and  making  it  play  an  important, 
almost  protasan,  part  in  the  causation  of  disease  when  all  the  phen- 
omena produced  in  connection  with  the  sick  can  be  fully  explained 
by  changes  in  the  known  elements  and  conditions  around  us.  I 
do  not  deny  the  propriety,  or  even  necessity  of  sometimes  resort- 
ing to  the  supposition  that  agencies  exist,  not  yet  rendered  tnagible 
to  us,  and  therefore  hypothetical. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  infer  the  existence  of  a  cause,  merely  firom 

its  effects  ;  but  I  protest  against  doing  this  in  all  instanees  coq  - 

neoted  with  medical  science,  where  effects  can  be  fiiirly  accounted 

^or  by  the  influence  of  known  agencies.     That  patients  laboring 

ier  continued  fever,  either  of  the  typhus  or  typhoid  varieties, 

^  sometimes  evolve  with  the  eliminations  from  their  bodies,  an 

mal  poison,  capable  of  generating  the  same  disease  in  otbers 

y  be  quite  true.     But  the  supposition  that  such  poison  < 
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stantly  exists  in  the  atmosphere  of  either  city  or  ooantry,  and 
thereby  constitutes  the  efficient  cause  of  these  diseases  in  all  caseSy 
is  neither  consonant  with  facts  nor  sound  principles  of  induction. 

On  the  contrary,  a  vast  variety  of  facts  might  be  accumulated, 
which  show  the  direct  connection  of  appreciable  atmospheric  con- 
ditions with  the  production  of  febrile  diseases  generally. 

For  instance,  the  symptoms  already  pointed  out  as  the  effects 
of  habitual  exposure  to  an  atmosphere  containing  less  oxygen  in  a 
given  quantity  of  air  than  that  in  which  the  individual  had  pre-* 
yiously  lived,  will  be  readily  recognized  as  identical  in  kind,  and 
and  often  in  degree  also,  with  those  which  are  described  by  all 
authors  as  constituting  the  first,  or  forming  stage  of  ordinary 
typhoid  fever.  It  is  not  probable  that  this  simple  change  in  the 
constitutents  of  the  atmosphere,  is  alone  generally  sufficient  to 
develope  febrile  disease,  but  it  so  &r  modifies  the  vital  properties 
and  lessens  the  activity  of  the  primary  functions  of  the  system,  as 
to  constitute  a  decided  predisposition^  I  have  no  doubt. 

And  while  this  predisposition,  or  altered  state  of  the  properties 
and  functions  exists,  the  influence  of  the  same  collateral,  or  excit. 
ing  causes  which  prove  nearly  harmless  to  others,  will  in  them 
determine  the  development  of  active  diseasi.  For  in8tance,»an 
old  resident  of  the  city,  with  vital  properties  fully  adapted  to  the 
impressions  of  its  atmosphere  may  frequently  be  up  late  at  night, 
eat  irregular,  confine  himself  to  his  counting-room,  or  frequent 
crowded  public  rooms,  with  only  slight  inconvenience  or  temporary 
debility ;  while  the  same  habits  indulged  in  by  one  just  removed 
from  the  more  invigorating  atmosphere  of  a  rural  district,  would 
almost  certainly  produce  decided  feelings  of  indisposition  and  in  a 
large  proportion  of  cases,  if  persisted  in,  would  develope  a  well 
marked  attack  of  continued  fever  before  the  end  of  the  first  eight 
months.  On  the  the  other  hand,  if  all  such  collateral  disturbing 
influences  are  carefully  avoided,  probably  in  nineteen  cases  oat 
of  twenty,  healthy  individuals  may  change  from  the  country  to 
the  city,  or  from  a  colder  to  a  warmer  climate,  with  no  other  incon« 
venience  than  a  moderate  degree  of  debility  or  feeling  of  indis-* 
position  which  disappears  in  a  few  weeks ;  and  which  amidst  the 
novelty  and  excitement  of  the  change  are  ofben  not  noticed  at  all. 
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Aside  from  the  influence  exerted  by  changes  in  the  temperature 
«uid  density  of  the  atmosphere,  there  are  two  other  agents  equally 
potent  for  good  or  evil,  and  equally  capable  of  modifying  the  ele- 
mentary properties  and  functions  of  the  system.  These  agents  are 
atmospheric  electricity  and  moisture. 

Experiment  has  long  since'  shown  that  electricity  possesses  aa 
excitor  influence  over  nerve  matter,  so  direct  and  powerful  that 
many  physiologists  have  regarded  it  as  identical  with  nerve  force. 
There  is  reason  to  believe,  however,  that  its  action  is  not  limited 
entirely  to  the  nerve  tissue  ;  but  is  exerted  also  on  the  elementary 
properties  of  all  the  tissues.  Its  influence  in  certain  cases  of  re- 
tarded or  suppressed  menstruation,  as  well  as  its  effects  on  capil- 
lary circulation  generally,  show  it  to  possess  an  action  not  easily 
explained  by  any  supposed  modification  of  the  nervous  system  or 
its  influence.  How  much  of  the  invigorating  influence  imparted 
by  a  cool  and  dry  atmosphere,  is  owing  to  the  electricity  it  con- 
tains, it  is  not  possible  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  to 
determine.  There  is  still  an  open  and  inviting  field  for  investi- 
gation. We  want  some  inventive  genius  to  furnish  us  with  the 
instruments  capable  of  indicating  readily  the  exact  electrical  con- 
dition of  the  atmosphere  at  any  and  all  times ;  and  then  we  need 
a  patient  and  continued  series  of  recorded  observations  in  regard 
to  the  prevalence  and  specific  character  of  diseases,  in  comparison 
with  the  variations  jn  the  atmospheric  electricity.  Until  within  a 
few  years  the  attention  of  physiologists  has  been  confined  almost 
wholly  to  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  and  its  admixture 
with  vegetable  or  animal  matters,  the  products  of  decomposition. 

It  is  only  within  a  very  few  years  that  r  liable  records  of  the 
variations  in  the  quantity  of  aqueous  vapor  suspended  in  the 
atmosphere  have  been  kept  and  examined  in  their  etiological  bear* 
ings.  And  we  have  a  still  smaller  amount  of  reliable  knowledge 
in  regard  the  electrical  conditions.  Even  the  few  facts  we  have 
qh  record  in  relation  to  this  have  been  observed  during  some 
special  prevalence  of  disease,  and  are  unconnected  with  any  similar 
rd3  during  periods  of  good  public  health,  so  as   to  admit  of  a 

it  comparison. 
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Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  New  Hampshire  Journal  of 
Medicine, 

Berlin,  May  22,  1855. 

My  Dear  Sir  :—  I  promised  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  in  my 
first  letter,  lo  give  some  accounts  of  the  facilities  which  the  city 
of  Berlin  presents  as  a  medical  centre.  A  harder  task  could 
scarcely  be  chosen,  for  I  find  after  having  been  here  now  more 
than  a  month,  that  I  have  not  as  yet  become  acquainted  with  one 
half  the  advantaged  which  are  afforded  to  the  student  of  our  pro- 
fession. 

It  has  become  common  in  America,  as  you  know,  to  regard 
Paris  as  the  great  medical  capital  of  Europe.  This  is  undoubted- 
ly true,  but  I  am  convinced  that  the  large  German  cities  arc,  in 
this  respect,  greatly  underrated.  They  are,  to  be  sure,  further 
from  us  and  not  so  accessible  from  America.  The  German  lan- 
guage is  not  so  readily  ac(|uired  as  the  French ;  and,  more  than 
all,  our  countrymen  have,  of  late  years,  more  and  more  fallen 
into  the  habit  of  going  to  Paris  to  complete  a  medical  education. 
There  is  no  question,  however,  but  that  Berlin,  Vienna,  and 
Prague  will,  in  a  very  few  years,  become  the  resort  of  all  who  wish 
to  pursue  their  studies,  for  a  length  of  time,  upon  the  continent. 

The  chief  attractions  of  Berlin,  in  a  medical  point  of  view,  are 
the  public  and  private  hospitals,  and  the  lectures  in  the  KrOyal 
University.  The  city  itself,  having  a  population  of  over  four 
hundred  thousand,  affords  abundant  material  to  the  student  of 
every  class  of  disease.  .The  hospitals  are  immense,  and  among  the 
best 'regulated  in  Euro*.c,  and  the  private  and  public  clinics  are 
unsurpascd  in  the  world  A  peculiar  feature  of  this  city  is  the 
great  number  of  private  institutions,  devoted  to  special  disease,  to 
which  the  foreign  student  can  obtain  an  easy  access,  if  he  desire  it. 

It  so  happened  that  the  time  of  my  arrival  here  was  very  fortu- 
nate. The  summer's  term,  or  semester  of  the  University,  had  just 
opened,  and  the  various  courses  of  lertures  had  hardly  commenced. 

The  method  of  study  here,  is  in  many  respects  widely  different 
from  the  system  adopted  in  America.  There  are  none  of  those 
isolated  medical  schools,  as  with  us,  having  at  most  seven  or  eight 
professors,  and  hardly  able  to  subsist  on  account  of  the  competi* 
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tion  of  other  schools.  The  different  professions  are,  on  the  con- 
trary, here  all  represented  in  the  universities;  the  lectares  are 
given  sin»ultaneou?ly,  and  degrees  are  conferred  at  the  same  time 
in  all.  Tlie  number  of  professors  in  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the 
university  at  Eeilin  is  forty,  and  the  students  are  at  liberty  to  at- 
tend the  lectures  of  such  as  they  prefer.  Oftentimes,  there  arc 
four  or  five  courses  upon  the  same  subject  going  on  at  once. 

This  method  has  great  advantages.  The  schools  have  greater 
influence  upon  the  profession  of  the  country.  The  facilities,  which 
in  our  country,  are  divided  around  among  a  score  of  little  institu- 
tions, are  all  concentrated  in  one  place.  The  museums  are  larger, 
and  there  is  a  natural  emulation  among  the  professors  to  excel,  as 
they  thus  obtain  a  greater  number  of  students  at  their  lectures. 
The  students  may.  at  the  same  place,  hear  the  same  topics  illus- 
trated by  several  men,  and  thus  acquire  a  much  more  comprehen- 
sive view  of  his  studies,  than  where  he  is  obliged,  to  gain  the  same 
advantage,  to  go  hundreds  of  miles  to  hear  %  different  corps  of 
professors. 

The  great  advantage,  however,  of  the  European  system  is,  that 
all  of  the  Professors  are  resident.  Many  have  their  private  hospi- 
tals or  clinics,  and  the  student  of  a  specialty  may  carrj  bis  in- 
vestigation as  far  as  he  chooses,  and  find  an  unlimited  means  of 
illustration.  At  his  examination  for  a  medical  degree,  however, 
all  of  the  Professors  take  a  part,  and  the  student  has  his  real  know- 
ledge tested  far  more  severely,  than  when  graduating  fees,  or 
rivalry  between  schools,  are  the  elements  of  success. 

Yet  Berlin  is  no  place  for  the  foreign  student  to  begin  his  stu- 
dies. One  needs  the  stimulant,  which  he  receives  from  a  compari- 
son of  the  unusal  facilities  which  are  offered  in  Kuropean  institu- 
tions, and  the  higher  scale  of  learning  heie,  with  the  thorough. 
though  not  so  extensive  course  of  instruction  in  our  ordinary  med- 
ical schools  at  home. 

I  can  give  the  readers  of  the  Journal  no  better  idea  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  course  of  study  in  Berlin,  than  the  fact,  that  there  are 
over  eighty  separate  courses  of  instruction  given  by  the  profetssors 
during  the  present  term.  There  are  lectures  upon  General  and 
Special  Surgery,  Anatomy,  Pathology,  Obstetrics,  Physiology  and 
Therapeutics.  Besides  these,  there  are  courses  upon  all  of  those 
collateral  branches  which  are  now  as  necessary  to  a  thorough  medi- 
cal education  as  any  of  those  ordinarily  taought  in  our  schools. 
There  are  those  upon  Forensic  Medicine,  the  History  of  Medicine, 
Microscopy,  Botany,  Toxicology,  Comparative  Anatomy  and 
Pharmacy. 

Special  courses  of  instruction  are  also  given  upon  Diseases  of 
ihe  Ear  and  Eye — and  the  profession  of  Berlin  is  at  the  head  of 
;he  world  in  this  department — upon  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil* 
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dren,  abdominal  and  cutaneous  diseases,  auscultation  and  percus- 
eicn,  and  diseases  of  the  brain. 

Whenever  it  is  possible  to  introduce  practical  instruction,  this  is 
done.  Botanical  excursions  are  made  mrith  students  ;  they  have  an 
opportunity  of  performing  all  the  operations  of  surgery  upon  the 
cadaver;  lectures  are  given  in  the  museums,  in  the  dend  houses 
attached  to  the  hospital  and  in  private  luboratories.  The  lectures 
continue  daily  from  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  eight  at  night, 
for  eight  months  of  the  year.  There  are  two  terms  annually,  and 
the  student,  in  pursuing  a  five  or  six  years'  course,  can  have  an 
opportunity  of  gaining  a  practical  knowledge  of  his  profession, 
from  the  adjustment  of  a  bandage  to  the  diagnosis  of  a  grave  dise  ise. 

The  two  most  prominent  men  in  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Berlin 
are,  probably,  Langenbeck  and  Von  Graefe.  The  former,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Dieffenbach,  as  a  surgeon,  is  second  to  no  one  in  Europe, 
and  his  name  is  now  quoted  a^  the  first  surgical  authority  of  Ger« 
many.  The  few  American  surgeons  who  have  visited  this  city 
and  made  his  acqaintance,  will  always  remember  the  attentions 
with  which  be  receives  our  countrymen,  and  the  pleasure  and  in- 
struction which  his  conversation  and  public  clinics  afford.  In  per- 
sonal appearance,  Prof.  Langenbeck  is  altogether  prepossessing.  Ho 
is  a  slight  built  man,  of  about  forty  years,  of  a  thoughtful  coun- 
tenance, and  wearing  the  look  of  one  who  is  constantly  active  but 
never  exhausted.  He  speaks  English  perfectly,  and  often  refers 
to  the  labors  of  English  surgeons  >vith  evident  admiration. 

I  was  surprised  to  find  him  so  well  acquainted  with  the  nacres 
and  success  of  the  distinguished  men  of  his  profession  in  America. 
Whilg  spending  an  evening  lately  at  his  beautiful  residence  in  the 
Thier  Garten,  he  took  occasion  to  express  himself  in  the  warmest 
manner  in  regard  to  Drs.  Pancoast,  Mott,  Garnochan,  Mussey  and 
Warren.  He  spoke  of  Mr  Guthrie's  first  idea  of  chloroform,  and 
the  discovery  of  the  application  and  advantage  of  ether  in  surgery, 
as  entirely  originating  with  us.  He  praised  the  success  of  our 
surgeons  in  manv  operations,  in  which  those  of  Europe  are  quite 
unfortunate,  ana  I  remember  his  speaking,  in  particular,  of  the 
operations  of  his  personal  friend.  Dr.  Kimball  of  Lowell,  in  abdo- 
minal surgery,  as  being  altogether  unsurpassed  upon  the  continent 
Dr.  Langenbeck  has  had  but  seven  cases  of  ovarian  tumor  in  which 
he  has  performed  the  long  Caesarian  section,  and  five  of  these 
died  of  secondary  Peritonitis.  In  none  of  them,  was  there  any 
thing  to  counter-indicate  the  operation.  Dr.  L.  thinks  that  the 
influence  of  climate  is  of  great  weight  in  the  success  or  failure  of 
this  class  of  cases.  It  is  worth  a  remark,  that  Dr.  Langenbei^'s 
uncle  was  successful  in  extirpating  one  uterus,  but  this  was  taken 
out  below,  and  not  by  the  abdominal  section.  He  regards  the 
celebrated  case  of  Dr.  Kimball  as  unprecedented  in  surgery. 


412  SELECTIONS. 

Prof.  Langenbeck  is  himself  a  cautious  surgeon.  In  cancerous 
affection  of  the  mamma,  particularly,  he  is  never  in  a  hurry  to 
operate  till  the  disease  is  quite  developed,  and  in  all  malignant 
cases,  he  refrains  from  too  early  a  use  of  the  knife.  I  mention 
this  fact  as  interesting,  when  the  profession  is  so  eager  to  learn 
the  opinions  of  the  best  surgeons  upon  these  points. 

The  treatment  of  surgical  diseases  by  Langenbeck  is  often  ori- 
ginal. In  hernia  humoralis,  for  example,  although  compression 
and  the  Iodine  Ungent  are  used  by  him.  his  favorite  remedy  is 
the  frequent  introduction  of  a  bougie  into  the  urethra.  He  has 
had  one  or  two  cases,  apparently  of  carcionoma  of  the  testis,  prove 
themselves  to  be  non-malignant,  by  being  thus  entirely  cured. 
In  the  military  hospitals  here,  where  this  disease  not  unfrequent- 
ly  occurs  in  patients  who  have  suffered  from  tedious  rides  on 
horseback,  I  am  told  that  strapping  the  testicle  tightly  with  strips 
of  plaster,  prepared  with  the  addition  of  some  resolvent  medicine, 
succeeds  admirably  The  plan  is  very  nearly  the  same  as  recom- 
mended in  Mr.  Furgusson's  system  of  surgery,  when  the  adhesive 
plaster  is  combined  with  the  camphorated  mercurial  plaster. 

The  surgical  clinics  of  Berlin  are  full  of  interest,  and  Langen- 
beck's  in  particular.  This  is  attended  by  hundreds  of  the  students 
from  all  parts  of  Europe,  who  are  attracted  by  the  fame  v?bich  he 
has  acquired,  and  by  his  skill  in  operating.  He  is  at  the  head  of 
the  Royal  Opthalmic  Institution  here,  and  holds  a  clinic  of  two 
hours  in  length  daily.  I  can  give  your  readers  no  better  idea  of 
their  character  than  by  mentioning  a  few  of  the  interesting  cases. 
Each  one  was  commented  on  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  by  the 
Professor  as  it  was  presented  before  him. 

1.  Young  lady  ;  woke  up  three  days  since,  with  loss  of  move- 
ment in  the  right  shoulder  and  great  pain.  There  is  now  crepita- 
tion. Diagnosis ;  a  chronic  inflammation  which  has  been  going 
on  sometime,  and  which  now  manifiests  itself  Treatment,  by 
local  counter  irritation,  tonics,  and  eventually  passive  motion. 
The  result  to  be  feared  is,  of  course,  anchylosis. 

2.  Hare  lip  in  a  child  a  few  weeks  old.  Prof.  Langenbeck 
adopts  the  principle  which  the  London  and  Edinburgh  surgeons  are 
just  now  so  zealously  unholding,  of  operating  in  these  cases  as 
early  as  possible.  He  uses  the  common  interupted  suture  almost 
invariably. 

8.     Osteo  sarcoma  of  the  scapula.     Removed  by  an  operation. 

4.  Young  man,  26  years  old,  whose  right  testicle  is  still  oon- 
ained  in  the  inguinal  canal.  The  patient  objects  to  being  operate 
d  upon. 

5.  Child  with  two  thumbs  on  each  hand ;  one  removed  at  the 
lesire  of  the  mother. 

6.  Carcinoma  in  a  woman  of  63.  From  the  left  external  labium, 
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one  tumor  is  extracted  as  large  as  a  pear,  and  a  smaller  one  from 
each  groin. 

7.  Child  2  years  old.  Clubbed  hands.  The  tendons  of  the 
flexors  at  fault  are  cut,  and  an  apparatus  ordered. 

8.  Hydrocele  in  a  middle  aged  roan.  Injocted  with  diluted 
chloroform. 

Chloroform,  by  the  way,  is  used  altogether  as  an  anaesthetic 
agent  in  Berlin,  and  with  few  bad  results  Langenbeck  informs 
me,  that  although  he  h»s  had  several  cases  of  deep  asphyxia,  he  has 
had  only  one  case  of  death,  in  his  whole  practice,  from  its  use. 

But  I  must  draw  this  long  letter  to  a  conclusion.  I  will  simply 
take  leave  of  you  and  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  in  giving  the 
details  of  a  most  singular  case  which  has  lately  occurred  to  the 
distinguished  man,  of  whom  I  have  endeavored  to  convey  a  prac- 
tical portrait.  I  have  just  been  looking  at  the  plates  which  re- 
present it  in  the  portfolio  of  Prof  L.  The  history  of  the  case  is 
simply  this.  The  patient,  a  young  lady,  was  suddenly  affected  by 
a  suppression  of  her  menstrual  discharges,  and  soon  after,  several 
eruptive  spots  came  out,  first  on  one  check  and  then  on  the  other, 
and  finally  upon  the  nose.  The  eruption  resembled  lupus,  but 
was  evidently  difterent.  It  destroyed  the  entire  nasal  organ.  A 
new  nose  was  formed  from  a  flap  taken  from  the  forehead  by  the 
Taliacotian  operation.  The  result  was  union  by  the  first  intention. 
The  menses  reapjieared  at  once  after  the  operation,  and  Dr.  L. 
congratulated  the  lady  upon  this  fact,  as  he  thought  that  between 
the  eruption  and  the  suppression,  he  discovered  a  connection.  But 
the  menses  again  stopped;  the  eruption  reappeared,  and  the  new  nose 
entirely  sloughed  off  The  question  of  interest  in  the  case  is,  of 
course,  the  nature  of  the  eruption.  N.  E.  G. 

Hcemoptysis  as  a  Sign  of  Tubercle;  Curability  of  Consump- 
tion ;  Efff  ct  of  Cod-Liver  Oil,  iyc,  (Under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Andrew  Clark  ) 

The  value  of  haemoptysis,  as  an  indication  of  incurable  tubercle 
and  consumption,  has  been  a  medical  question  often  debated,  and 
this  sign  or  symptom  by  itself  perhaps  a  little  overrated.  The 
chances  of  pulmonary  hemorrhage  are,  no  doubt,  increased  by 
whatever  tends  to  diminish  the  capacity  of  the  chest,  as  in  persons 
of  different  trades — tailors,  dressmakers,  etc. — with  crooked  spines. 
Again,  in  advanced  consumption,  with  cavities,  one  is  too  often 
called  upon  to  witness  total  destruction  of  lung  tissue  and  haemop- 
tysis. In  the  present  instance,  however,  we  wish  to  speak  of  the 
popular  and  professional  notion  of  phthisis  following  haemoptysis 
as  certain,  so  to  speak,  as  a  shadow  its  substance,  and  in  such  mat- 
ters of  every-day  practice  as  signing  a  certificate  of  life  insurance' 
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haemoptysis  is  considered  conclusive  evidence  against  doing  so. 
In  a  large  number  of  cases  where  haemoptysis  occurs  through  life, 
the  tendency  is  evidently  towards  tuberculosis ;  a  certain  proper^ 
tion  of  cases  probably  go  on  to  consumption,  while  the  residue  are 
cured.  If,  out  of  500  cases,  100  or  200  escape,  it  becomesi 
an  interesting  question,  what  are  the  general  conditions  that 
lead  to  a  cure  ? — what,  on  the  other  hand,  are  conditions  to  fiici- 
litate  the  inroads  of  consumption  ?  It  is  instructive  to  compare 
the  result  at  a  general  hospital,  like  the  London  Hospital  or  Guy'a, 
and  the  result  at  Brompton.  At  the  latter  we  find,  on  inquiry, 
that  haemoptysis  takes  a  very  formidable  position  indeed  in  the 
chapter  of  symptoms  preceding  tubercle ;  we  find  also  that  cod- 
liver  oil,  given  in  over-doses  or  in  particular  cases,  has  a  very 
manifest  tendency  to  produce  haemoptysis.  Amenorrhoea,  also, 
and  heart  disease,  are  often  attended  by  this  symptom.  Leaving  all 
these,  however;  out  of  the  calculation,  we  have  had  reason  to  be 
more  hopeful  of  the  curability  of  consumption. 

We  have  been  singularly  struck  with  the  importance  of  this 
question,  and  with  the  practical  value  of  the  facts  springing  oat 
of  it,  from  observing  the  notes  of  cases,  tableb,  and  general  resalta 
arrived  at  from  the  investigations  of  Dr.  Andrew  Clark,  at  the 
London  Hospital.  It  appears  that  Dr.  Clark  entertains  the  opiii- 
ion  that  phthisis  of  a  limited  kind  is  of  much  more  frequent  oc- 
currence, and  becomes  much  more  frequently  cured^  than  is  ordin- 
arily admitted  or  supposed.  This  opinion  he  conceives  to  be  capa^ 
ble  of  demonstrative  proof  in  three  ways  :  first,  by  the  results  of  a 
large  number  of  post^  mortem  examinations  conducted  by  himself, 
which  show  that  in  the  bodies  of  patients  dying  from  accident, 
or  non- tubercular  disease,  obsolescent  or  healed  tubercles  are 
found  in  a  very  large  per  centage  of  cases :  secondly,  by  showing 
that  out  of  a  given  number  of  persons  presenting  themselves  indis- 
criminately for  relief  at  the  London  Hospital,  many  are  found  to 
have  had  ha?moptysis.  and  that  of  these  a  certain  proportion  has 
proceeded  to  the  development  of  unequivocal  phthisis,  while  an- 
other proportion  has  appeared  to  terminate  in  complete  recovery 
from  symptoms  of  pulmonary  disease ;  thirdly,  by  showing  that 
[cases  of  limited  chronic  phthisis,  proved  by  the  presence  of  air  vesi- 
Icles  and  tiibercular  matter  together  in  the  sputum,  as  we  have  seen 
I  it,  do  not  unfrequently  proceed  to  arrestment  of  the  general  symp- 
toms, suspension  of  the  progress  of  the  local  pulmonary  lesion, 
and  subsequent  cure. 

^  Tbeie  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  series  of  investigations  in  this 
^fold  aspect,  if  allowed  to  their  utmost  ramifications,  and  con- 
ed with  minuteness  and  care,  will  lead  to  great  practical  good. 
Ithe   meantime,  without  committing  ourselves  to  any  specific 
lion  upon  all  the  questions  mooted,  we  are  desirous  of  comment- 
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ing  upon  the  second  aspect  of  Dr.  Clark's  inyestigations  as  one 
which  is  eminently  practical,  both  in  its  relations  to  the  disease 
itself  in  hospital  wards,  to  the  value  of  haemoptysis  in  its  bearings 
upon  the  signatures  to  life  assurance,  as  we  have  already  hinted. 

In  the  second  aspect  of  these  investigations,  Dr.  Clark  proceeds 
upon  the  opinion,  that  in  all  cases  when  hssmoptysis  has  occurred 
to  the  extent  of  an  ounce  in  the  absence  of  amenorrhoea,  aneurism, 
heart  disease,  and  ulcerated  throat,  tubercular  matter  is  really 
present  in  the  lungs.  He  holds  the  same  opinion  even  when  the 
haemoptysis  is  to  a  much  less  amount,  provided  it  be  of  frequent 
occurrence,  uncomplicated  with  marked  cough  and  any  acute  af- 
fection of  the  lung. 

Dr.  Clark  then  proceeds  to  show  that,  out  of  a  given  number  of 
persons  applying  indiscriminately  for  relief  at  the  London  Hos- 
pital, and  carefully  examined  relative  to  this  poison,  haemoptysis 
will  be  found  to  have  occurred  in  a  large  per  centage ;  and  tnat  in 
these  instances  the  haemoptysis  is  followed  in  a  certain  number  of 
cases  by  the  induction  of  phthTsis,  and  in  a  certain  proportion  by 
suspension  of  the  symptoms  accompanying  it  and  ultimate  recovery, 
and  immunity  from  pulmonary  disease.  Having  established  the 
fact  that  haemoptysis,  preceded,  accompanied,  and  followed  by  pul- 
monary symptoms,  often  disappears  without  the  return  of  it  or  any 
signs  of  pulmonary  lesion  for  years  afterwards,  and  sometimes  not 
at  all.  Dr.  Clark  then  endeavors,  as  the  object  of  greatest  impor- 
tance in  the  inquiry,  to  determine  under  what  conditions  this  return 
to  health  takes  place  :  to  what  extent,  if  at  all,  they  can  be  super- 
induced by  art ;  and  with  what  amount  of  certainty  we  can  predict 
in  a  given  ease,  termination  in  recovery,  or  in  phthisis. 

We  have  not  space  to  enter  more  fully  into  these  details  at  pre- 
sent. We  have  pointed  out  the  broad  relations  of  the  subject,  and 
shall  satisfy  ourselves  with  abstracts  of  a  case  or  two  as  types  of 
those  which  haemoptysis  has  not  been  followed  by  confirmed 
phthisis 

J.  B— — ,  aged  sixty-five,  a  laborer,  short,  spare,  and  bent, 
presented  for  dyspepsia,  accompanied  with  depresasion  and  head- 
ache. He  was  delicate  in  youth,  and  considered  to  be  '^  declined*' 
at  the  age  of  three  or  four  and  twenty.  At  that  time  he  had 
cough  and  expectoration,  and  freqently  spat  blood.  He  used  to 
have  pain  in  the  left  side,  but  particularly  under  the  left  scapula 
and  about  the  shoulder.  N<%ver  had  dyspnoea,  and  never  was  con- 
fined to  bed  for  any  length  of  time.  Was  very  temperate  at  that 
time  ,  ate  little,  and  took  care  of  himself  Continued  much  in  the 
same  way  for  two  or  three  years ;  was  alw  lys  much  subject  to 
colds,  and  frequently  blistered  for  them.  Afterwards  began  to  be 
better,  exposed  himself  to  all  weathers,  lost  his  liability  to  colds, 
lived  rather  irregularly,  worked  hard,  took  beer  and  spirits  as  oo- 
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casion  offered,  and  lost  all  note  of  his  symptoms  at  about  thirty, 
except  one,  which  was  pain  or  gnawing  under  the^left  scapula. 
When  he  has  a  cold  now,  he  suOfers  from  a  pain  in  the  chest,  and 
has  yellow  expectoration.  Does  not  often  have  cold,  and  for  some 
years  has  only  suffered  from  occasional  bilious  fits  and  rheumat- 
ism. 

He  has.  at  present,  no  distinct  cough,  and  no  dyspnoea :  has  a 
habit,  however,  of  clearing  his  throat,  and  expectorates  occasional- 
ly in  the  morning,  vitreous-looking  gelatinous  masses,  about  the 
size  of  peas.  The  pain  under  the  scapula  has  always  recurred  at 
intervals  of  from  three  to  six  months,  and  lasted  variable  periods. 
Left  side  of  chest  is  flatter  than  right,  and  is  found,  by  placing 
the  hands  under  the  axilla,  not  to  fill  so  well.  There  is  dullness  on 
the  left  side,  jerking  respiration,  and  increased  vocal  resonance ; 
no  rales ;  around  the  dullness  the  lung  sounds  preternaturally 
clear,  as  also  does  the  whole  anterior  surface  of  the  right  lung ; 
heart  sounds  healthy ;  every  part  of  chest  thrills  with  the  rever* 
baration  of  the  patient's  voice.        * 

We  have  room  for  the  notes  of  only  one  other  case,  which  is  a 
significant  and  instructive  one,  but  not  occurring  at  the  London 
Hospital : 

Mr.  B ,  aged  nineteen,   tall,   slim,  with   fair  hair,  blue 

eyes,  large  pupil,  transparent  skin,  and  long  incurved  nails,  ^raa 
seen,  in  18  i6,  when  the  presented  all  the  symptoms  of  early 
phthisis.  After  a  time  he  got  better,  and  was  lost  sight  of  for  some 
months.  In  1847  he  was  seen  again,  and  had  haemoptysis,  follow- 
ed by  cough,  expectoration,  night  sweats  and  wasting.  No  cavity 
could  be  made  out,  but  the  expectoration  contained  patches  of  air 
vesicles,  which  Dr.  Clark  has  preserved.  He  again  got  a  little 
better,  and  was  moving  about  when  he  met  with  an  accident — a 
fall — which  was  followed  by  the  formation  of  an  abscess  on  the 
upper  and  outer  part  of  the  thigh.  The  abscess  was  opened,  dis- 
charged and  continued  to  discharge  a  large  quantity  of  matter. 
Under  this  exhausting  discharge  he  was  with  difficulty  supported. 
He  became  extremely  emaciated,  and  almost  helpless.  At  the 
same  time  a  remarkable  change  was  observed  in  the  pulmonary 
symptoms.  They  began  to  abate  from  the  day  the  abscess  was 
opened.,  and  ultimately  disappeared  entirely.  Gradually  he  re- 
gained flesh  and  strength,  and  the  pulmonary  symptoms  did  not 
appear.  Li  1848  he  appeared  to  have  perfectly  recovered ;  but 
contraction  having  followed  the  obliteration  of  the  abscess,  he  had 
^  '  his  former  service  and  become  a  railway  clerk. 

n  the  9th  of  November  last,  Dr    Clark  met  this  patient  acci- 

itially  at  the  Crystal  Palace  ;  and  so  great,  then,  was  the  altera- 

in  his  appearance,  that  Dr.  Clark  failed  at  first  to  recognise 

He  was  unusually  fat  for  so  young  a  man — corpulent,  in 
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fact,  and  robust  looking.  He  declared  himself  to  be  in  perfect 
health,  and  to  have  been  so  for  some  years.  The  pupils  were 
still  large,  and  the  nails  pink,  long,  and  incurved. 

Andral  states  that  only  in  one  instance  in  which  haemoptysis 
had  occurred  to  him — and  even  then  the  immediate  cause  of  death 
— had  he  ever  found  the  substance  of  the  lungs  free  from  tuber- 
cles. Louis,  we  need  hardly  say,  gives  an  equally  fatal  tendency 
in  two  thousand  cases  in  which  he  made  the  inquiry,  in  later  years, 
after  the  mode  by  Dr.  Andrew  Clark ;  but  in  eighty-seven  private 
cases  under  his  care,  four  in  six  had  hemoptysis. 

Pinel  gives  a  singular  case  of  haemoptysis  in  a  female,  which 
occurred  regularly  every  month,  the  woman's  monthly  period, 
during  forty-two  years.  It  was  originally  caused  by  fright,  and 
was  always  subsequently  somewhat  increased  by  strong  mental 
excitement.  When  suspended  for  a  month  or  two,  the  patient 
invariably  suffered  from  intense  headaches.  She  had  unusually 
before  the  hoemoptysis  a  sensation  of  weight  and  une:isine:5s  abou  t 
the  lumbar  region  and  pelvis ;  soon  followed  by  chillne:i:4,  lassitude, 
oppression  at  the  chest,  headache,  and  ultimately  a  distinct  sensa- 
tion of  stinging  or  bubbling  in  the  bronchial  tubes  and  trachea ; 
then,  finally,  sharp  cough,  and  spitting  of  blood  The  woman  was 
fifty  eight  years  of  Mge  when  it  stopped ;  she  was  stout  and  plump. 
What  conditions  here  saved  her  from  getting  phthisis,  like  the 
patients  of  Andral  or  Louis,  would  be  an  interesting  subject  of 
speculating. 

The  older  observers  differ  very  materially  as  to  the  frequency 
of  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs  in  relation  to  tubercles.  Haemop- 
tysis may  precede  tubercle  for  years,  and  years,  even  be  almost 
forgotten,  till  the  patient  is  reminded  of  it.  The  use  of  cod-liver 
oil,  wa  believe,  has  very  materially  changed  the  rate  of  mortality 
and  curability  of  phthisis  of  late  years.  Andral  found  in  those 
dying  of  phthisis,  in  his  time,  that  one  in  six  had  never  haemop- 
tysis at  all ;  in  two  in  six  the  haemoptysis  appeared  to  mark  the 
deyelopment  of  tubercle  as  a  cause ;  in  the  remaining  number  or 
the  half  deaths  in  Paris  from  phthisis,  it  followed  rather  as  a  con- 
sequence from  unequivocal  phthisical  disease,  with  diarrhoea  and 
wasting  ,  and  a  breaking  up  of  the  lungs  into  anfractuous  sinuses 
and  cavities. — London  Lancet. 


The  Late  Dr.  Elisha  Bartlett. 

After  a  long  illness,  the  issue  of  which  has  been  but  too  plainly 
foreseen  by  all  his  friends.  Dr.  hlisha  Bartlett  has  left  us,  regret- 
ted and  honored  throughout  our  whole  land.     His  life  has  borne 

53 


418  SELECTIONS. 

fruits  to  science  and  done  goqd  service  to  his  fellow  men  in  rarions 
spheres  of  duty.  While  we  trust  that  it  may  find  a  faithful 
chronicler  in  some  one  of  those  who  have  been  near  him  in  its 
more  active  periods,  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  devote  a  brief 
space  in  our  pages  to  his  memory.  Hardly  any  American  physi- 
cian was  more  widely  known  to  his  countrymen,  or  more  favorably 
considered  abroad,  where  his  writings  had  carried  his  name.  His 
personal  graces  were  known  to  a  less  extensive  circle  of  admiring 
friends,  and  yet  his  image  is  familiar  to  very  many  who  have 
received  his  kind  attentions,  or  listened  to  his  instructions  or  been 
connected  with  him  in  the  administration  of  public  duties. 

To  them  it  is  easy  to  recall  his  ever  welcome  and  gracious  pre- 
sence.    On  his  expanded  forehead  no  one  could  fail  to  trace  the 
impress  of  a  large  and  calm   intelligence.     In  the  most  open  and 
beaming  smile  none   could   help  feeling   the  warmth  of  a  heart 
which  was  a  seat  of  all  generous  and  kindly  affections.     When  he 
spoke,   his  tone    were  of  singular  softness,  his  thoughts  came  in 
chosen  words,  scholarlike  yet  unpretending,  often  playful,  always 
full  of  lively  expression,  giving  the  idea  of  one  that  could  be  dan- 
gerously keen  in  his  judgments,  had  he  not  kept  his  fastidiousness 
to  himself,  and  his  charity  to  sheathe  the  weaknes.i  of  others.     In 
familiar  intercourse — and  the  writer  of  these  paragraphs  was  once 
under  the  same  roof  with  him  for  some  months — no  one  could  be 
more  companionable  and  winning  in  all  his  ways.     The  little  trials 
of  life  he  took  kindly,  and   cheerily,  turning  into  pleasantry  the 
petty   inconveniences   which  a  less  thoroughly  good-natured  man 
would  have  fretted  over.     A  man  so  full   of  life   will  rarely  be 
found  so  gentle  and  quiet  in  all  his  ways.     A  man  who  could  be 
so  satirical  must  have  been  very  kind-hearted  to  let  the  sharp 
edge  of  his  intellect  be  turned  towards  his  neighbors'  weaknesses 
80  seldom.     None  was  less  disposed  to  put  on  airs  in  any  company; 
he  was  rather  too  modest  in  coming  out  than  too  forward,  though 
a  silver-tongued  speaker,  to  whom  multitudes  were  always  ready 
to  listen  whenever  he  was   forced  or   beguiled  to  open  his  lips  in 
public.     I  have  been  teld  that  a  distinguished  foreign  visiter  who 
went  through  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  said  that 
of  all  the  many  welcomes  he  received,  from  statesmen  renowned 
as  orators,  from  men  whose  profession  is  eloquence,  not  one  was 
so  impressive  and  felicitous   as   that   which    was  spoken  by  Dr. 
Wtlett,  then  Mayor  of  Lowell,  our  brother  in  the  Silent  Profes- 
)n,  which  he  graced  with  these  unwonted  accomplishments.     All 
ese  are  now   but   pleasant  memories ;  many  eyes  will  grow  dim 
>  they  are  recalled,  and  many  hearts  beat  warmly  over    them : 
hen  these  eyes  are   darkened,   and  these  hearts  are  stilled,  the 
mage  just  feebly  traced  will  be  like  the  shadow  of  yesterday. 
But  this  is  not  all  our  friend  left  after  him.     It  is  hardly 
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necessary  here  to  refer  to  his  public  career  as  a  magistrate.  Yet 
this,  though  its  results  are  less  palpable  to  the  public  sense  than 
those  of  scientific  or  literary  labor,  ii-as  in  the  highest  degree  hon- 
orable to  his  talent  and  integrity.  Every  man  who  iias  held  man- 
fully for  any  space  any  office  in  a  system  of  government  like  ours, 
though  the  records  of  his  doings  may  run  through  the  spare  fingers 
of  history  and  sink  into  the  sands,  has  done  more  and  greater 
things  thp.n  he  can  know — for  no  imagination  can  compass  that 
future  into  which  his  courage  and  honesty  shall  enter  as  elements. 
To  have  left  a  high  and  cherished  name  after  him  in  an  officer  so 
alien  to  his  chosen  pursuits  and  studies  as  the  chief  magistracy  of 
a  crowded  city  like  Lowell,  implies  the  possession  of  moral  excel- 
lences as  rare  as  the  intellectual  powers  they  accompanied.  Had 
Dr.  Bartlett  fallen  finally  from  his  first  love,  and  gone  with  his 
clear  head  and  noble  character  and  captivating  oratory  into  the  fatal 
passes  of  public  life,  it  is  paying  our  highest  tribute  to  his  virtues 
to  say  that  he  would  certainly  have  been  honored  with  the  cross 
of  high  office,  and  at  last  with  (he  crown  of  political  martyrdom, 
the  greatness  of  our  civic  wreaths  in  the  time  that  are 

The  same  qualities  that  fitted  him  for  a  public  speaker,  naturally 
given  him  signal  success  as  a  teacher.  Had  he  possessed  nothing 
but  his  remarkable  clearness  and  eloquence  of  language  and  elocu- 
tion, he  could  hardly  have  failed  to  find  a  popular  welcome. 
Medical  culture  is  often  carried  on  among  us  by  a  light  ejisy  sys- 
tem of  top-dressing.  The  rake  is  a  more  frequent  instrument  than 
the  spade  in  the  hands  of  many  who  are  thought  successful  in 
rising  the  great  harvest  of  students,  the  results  of  which  are  every 
March  threshed  and  winnowed  and  garnered  in  our  various  schools. 
Among  these,  by  all  the  qualities  that  give  currency  to  the  popular 
lecturer,  by  a  manner  at  once  impressive  and  pleasing,  a  lucid 
order  which  kept  the  attention  and  intelligence  of  the  slowest 
hearer,  and  the  attractions  of  a  personal  chamcter  always  esteemed 
and  beloved  by  students,  he  might  have  been  prominent.  With 
such  he  is  nut  to  be  counted  To  accumulate  without  assimilat- 
ing, to  re-produce  without  enriching,  to  use  rhetorical  (»rnament 
to  cover  up  the  want  of  facts,  to  declaim  instead  of  demonstrating, 
and  to  make  all  this  pass  cui  ivnt  by  an  agreeable  voice  and  easy 
confidence  of  manner;  to  do  this  is  not  difficult,  and  is  both  cou* 
venient  and  common.  This  was  what  Dr.  Barlett  did  not  do.  His 
courteous  and  guarded  language  hardly  betrayed  liis  estimate  of 
the  class  of  mental  operatives  that  live  Uy  such  services,  But  he 
has  lent  the  sharpest  rebuke  of  the  tribe  to  which  they  belong,  in 
the  sincerity  and  severe  truth  of  his  own  writings. 

As  an  author.  Dr.  Barlett  is  best  known  to  the  medical  world 
by  his  Treatise  on  Fevers,  and  his  Essay  on  Medical  Philosophy. 
Few  works  not  based  upon  long   series   of  original  oliservations 
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bftve  obtained  or  merited  the  consideration  of  the  first  of  these 
treatises.  He  had  the  art  of  sifting  authorities  and  getting  at 
their  esfiential  meaning  which  belongs  to  the  lawyer  He  had  the 
breadth  and  fairness  of  mind  which  enabled  him  weigh  and  decide 
on  the  masses  of  evidence  before  him  ;  the  same  qualities  that 
find  their  fullest  expression  in  the  voice  of  an  enlightened  jadi- 
ciaiy*  All  might  not  accept  his  conclusions,  but  all  eould  see 
that  he  was  thoroughly  faithful  and  honest,  as  well  as  able. 
Thus,  his  work  on  Fevers  remains  not  only  a  most  valuable  mooo- 
sraph  on  these  diseases,  but  a  model  for  all  who  would  produce  a 
digest,  as  the  lawyer  call  it,  of  whatever  authentic  knowledge  is 
acquired  upon  any  great  medical  question. 

The  Treatise  on  the  Philosophy  of  Medicine  is  a  work  of  wider 
aim  and  covering  a  ground  open  to  more  subtle  tx)ntrover8y.  It  is 
the  abstract  expression  of  that  phase  of  truth  practically  illustrated 
in  the  admirable  works  of  Louis  and  his  disciples.  Clear  and 
logical  as  everything  he  wrote,  irresistible,  if  accepted  as  the 
development  of  truth  in  one  direcltion,  it  has  been  reproached  with 
throwing  out  of  sight  the  higher  qualities  of  imagination  and  in* 
vention  in  their  legitimate  applications  to  science.  It  is  onlj  fair, 
perhaps,  to  say  that  perfectly  as  it  evolves  its  own  conclusions,  it 
would  be  less  open  to  charges  of  omission  if  a  chapter  such  as  he 
himself  might  well  have  supplied,  had  been  added  upon  the  action 
of  the  inventive  miod  in  the  discovery  of  truth.  The  reader  who 
will  refer  to  the  forcible  and  elegant  lecture  of  Prof.  Henry  J. 
Biffelow,  entitled  ^'  Fragment  of  Medical  Science  and  Art,''  will 
find  this  point  fully  unfolded  and  illustrated.  Not  the  less  is  Dr. 
Bartlett's  essay  of  permanent  excellence,  because  in  the  cloee 
logical  pursuit  of  his  chain  of  propositions,  be  has  seemed  to  ex- 
clude principles  which  under  another  aspect  his  own  imaginative 
mind  would  have  been  the  first  to  recognize. 

Everywhere  through  his  writing  prevails  that  easy  flow  of  lan- 
guage, that  felicity  of  expression,  that  florid  warmth  when  occasion 
offers,  which  couimonl^  marks  the  prose  of  thjse  who  are  bom 
poets.  Yet  few  suspected  him  of  giving  utterance  in  rhythmical 
shape  to  his  thoughts  or  feelings.  It  was  only  when  his  failing 
limbs  could  bear  him  no  longer,  as  conscious  existence  slowly  re- 
treated from  their  palsied  nerves,  that  be  revealed  himself  mely 
in  this  trust  and  tenderest  form  of  expression.  We  knew  diat  he 
was  dying  by  slow  degrees,  and  we  heard  from  him  from  time  to 
time,  or  saw  him,  alwavs  serene  and  always  hopeful  while  hope 
could  have  a  place  in  his  earthly  future.  His  work  was  donA, 
done  nobly  and  gracefully,  the  work  of  an  honest  citiien,  of  t 
revered  teacher,  of  a  wise  thinker.  When  to  the  friends  he  had 
loved,  there  came  as  a  farewell  gift  not  a  last  efibrt  of  the  learn- 
ing and  wisdom  they  had  been  thought  to  expect  finom  him,  but  a 
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little  book  with  a  few  songs  in  it,  songs  with  his  whole  warm  heart 
in  theni)  thej  knew  that  his  hour  was  come,  and  their  tears  fell 
fast  as  they  read  the  loving  thoughts  that  he  had  clothed  in  words 
of  natural  beauty  and  melody.  The  cluster  of  evening  primroses 
had  opened,  and  the  night  wu€  close  at  hand. 

No  brief  tribute  like  this  can  do  more  than  show  the  feelings 
which  its  subject  inspired  in  those  who  know  him.  He  has  left 
this  earthly  scene  of-  his  labors  too  early  for  friendship  and  for 
science,  not  for  himself,  ripe  in  every  virtue  and  ready  for  wider 
spheres  of  knowledge ;  one  of  the  '^  pure  in  heart."  who  look  on 
the  unveiled  face  of  truth  during  their  earthly  pilgrimage,  and 
who  have  the  promise  that  thev  shall  '*  see  God'' himself  when 
they  have  reached  its  close. — 0.  W.  H. — Boston  Med.  4*  Sur. 
Journ  al. 


Glass  Brushes  for  Applying  Fluid  Caustics. — It  is  desirable, 
in  the  use  of  any  of  the  mineral  acids  as  escharotics,  that  their 
strength  should  not  be  diminished  by  the  employment  of  any  ma- 
terial susceptible  of  being  charred.  A  serious  objection,  therefore, 
lies  against  the  use  of  wood,  cotton-wood,  lint,  &c.,  all  of  which 
have  been  recommended  for  that  purpose.  Glass  is  by  far  the  best 
material,  being  at  once  durable,  cleanly,  easy  of  use,  and  quite  in- 
susceptible of  the  action  of  the  fluid.  A  glass  rod,  rounded  at  one 
end,  and  drawn  to  a  fine  point  at  the  other,  may  be  made  to  serve 
most  purposes,  one  or  the  other  extremity  being  employed  accord- 
ing as  it  is  wished  to  apply  the  acid  over  a  large  or  small  extent 
of  surface.  A  few  brushes,  of  diiferent  sizes,  made  of  spun  glass, 
are,  however,  yet  more  convenient.  Those  sold  in  the  shops  are 
much  too  large  for  most  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  above 
notice  of  the  uses  of  the  acid  nitrate,  and  we  have  seen  none  which 
would  exactly  meet  the  required  conditions,  excepting  those  in 
use  at  the  hospital  for  Skin  Diseases.  With  a  little  glass  tubins, 
of  the  thickness  of  a  quill,  a  skein  of  spun  glass,  and  a  little  seal- 
ing-wax, they  may  be  inexpensively  made  by  any  one  of  ordinary 
ingenuity.  The  brush  part  is  first  made  by  uniting  together  with 
sealing-wax  a  tuft  of  the  spun  material,  and  is  then  introduced 
into  the  end  of  a  tube,  which  has  been  either  flattened  out  or 
brought  nearly  to  point  while  heated.  A  little  additional  heat 
easily  fixes  the  tuft  in  position,  and  by  scissors  it  may  then  cot 
down  to  the  requisite  size. — Med.  Times  and  Oaz.,  January 
6th,  1856. 

Bxiripation  of  the  Uterus. — Dr.  Beiche  states  that  he  has 
extripated  the  entire  uterus  seven  times  ;  and  in  all  cases  the  result 
was  fatal.     He,  however,  advocatM  the  operation  in  cases  of  cancer 
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confined  to  the  organ.  He  then  describes  the  method  of  operat- 
ing ;  this  presents  nothing  calling  for  analysis.  Partial  extripation 
he  represents  as  a  painful  operation,  but  one  free  from  danger. 
It  is  indicated  in  all  degenerations  limited  to  the  neck  of  the 
uterus  -^Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Chirurg.  Rev.  April,  1854,  from 
DeutsheKlin.^S    1851. 
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ProceedingM  of  the  CannediaU  Medical  Society  for  1855. 

This  pamphlet  shows  a  strong,  quiet,  comfortable  sort  of  a  pro- 
fession in  the  ''  land  of  steady  habits."  There  are  some  few 
contributions  of  scientific  interest,  but  a  large  portion  of  the  doca- 
ment  is  filled  up  with  biography,  lists  of  members,  and  other 
matters  that  concern  not  scientific  progress ;  but  the  details  of  inter- 
nal organization.  The  State  Society  of  Connecticut  does  as  well 
as  those  of  other  states,  but  we  find  one  grave  fault  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  nearly  all  the^e  bodies. — There  is  nothing  carried  through 
in  an  energetic,  comprehensive  and  eifective  manner,  but  the  whole 
budget  of  *'  proceedings"  is  a  medley  consisting  in  the  better  part, 
of  monographs  by  individual  members,  and  in  the  less  valuable 
portions,  of  local  observations  rendered  worthless  by  the  absence  of 
any  general  system  of  co-operation,  of  pufis  on  dead  members,  of 
dry  inaugural  discourses,  and  of  voluminous  records  of  names, 
residences,  motions,  votes,  by-laws,  constitutions,  etc.  Much  of 
this  kind  of  matter,  must  of  course  come  in,  but  the  scientific  part 
should  be  better  elaborated,  and  the  rest  more  condensed.  Active 
medical  men,  have  had  a  herculean  labor  in  getting  these  Societies 
into  a  substantial  existence  :  there  now  remains  one  thing  more,  and 
that  is  to  get  them  properly  at  work.  It  is  true,  the  bare  existence 
of  a  state  society  is  useful  to  the  physicians  who  compose  it,  by 
promoting  good  feeling ;  but  the  organization  should  have  a  higher 
function.  It  should  do  something.  Every  state  society  ought 
to  have  not  only  a  department  of  monographs,  but  also  a  scheme  of 
connected  observations,  which  shall  settle  the  topography  of 
diseases,  and  preserve  to  the  world  a  yearly  record  of  their  medi- 
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ca]  statistics.     Such  materials  collected  in  every  State,  would 
furnish  matter  for  reference  forever. 

We  notice  that  several  societies  have  undertaken  to  establish 
meteorological  observations.  We  suggest  that  this  work,  though 
important,  is  too  difficult  for  any  society  to  carry  out  over  its  whole 
territory,  consequently  it  had  better  be  confided  to  the  care  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institute,  who  will  do  it  far  more  thoroughly,  and 
from  whose  records,  copies  of  observations  can  be  obtained,  either 
for  the  arch  ives  of  the  societies,  or  for  the  use  of  members  wha 
wish  to  develop  the  relations  of  climate  and  disease. 


"  Search  out  the  secrets  of  Nature.'^  The  Annual  Discourse  before  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  at  Springtield,  Juue  27,  1855.  By 
Augustus  A.  Gould,  M.  D. 

This  oration,  from  its  style,  appears  to  have  been  delivered  before 
a  popular  audience,  consequently  it  makes  no  pretensions  to  pro- 
fundity. As  a  popular  address  it  is  well  adapted  to  establish  in 
the  minds  of  an  audience,  sound  and  common  sense  views  of  their 
relations  to  their  medical  advisers  We  gather  from  the  address 
that  the  society  gives  zest  to  its  meetings  by  a  good,  hearty,  jovial 
supper,  an  excellent  plan  provided  they  avoid  the  extravagant,  and 
otherwise  objectionable  revels,  which  formerly  closed  the  sessions 
of  the  AmeriAn  Medical  Association. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Malformations  of  the 
Urinary  Bladder,  the  prostate  Glaud  and  the  Urethra.  By  S.  D. 
Gruss,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgiry,  in  the  Uiiiver^sity  of  Louisville,  Ac, 
&c. ;  Second  Edition,  revised  and  much  euhuged,  with  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four  illustrations.  Philudtlphia  :  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1855. 

Dr.  Gross  in  the  new  edition  of  this  work,  has  added  upwards 
of  two  hundred  pages  of  original  matter.     The  author  regrets  that 
the  size  of  the  book  is  thereby  increased  for  says  he,  '^  a  large 
book  is  undoubtedly  a  great  evil." 

We  cannot  pretend  to  give  a  review  of  this  work,  although  there 
is  much  of  interest  in  its  pages.  The  treatment  as  detailed  in 
some  of  the  casea  we  think  open  to  criticism.     Leeches,  purgation, 
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cauterization,  fto.,  are  used  unsparingly,  and  as  we  think  in  some 
cases  where  tonics  instead  of  antiphlogistics  are  required. 

The  author  thinks  that  puncture  of  the  blaSder  is  rarelj  neces- 
sary,— he  having  never  performed  it  In  reference  to  this  opera- 
tion he  says : 

From  what  I  have  seen  of  retention  of  urine,  I  am  satisfied  that 
puncture  of  the  bladder  is  rarely,  if  ever  necessary.  It  is  only  in 
cases  of  extensive  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland,  attended  with 
great  tenderness  and  swelling  of  the  surrounding  parts ;  in  lacera- 
tion of  the  urethra  and  infilteration  of  urine  into  the  scrotum  ;  and 
in  deep-seated,  impassible  stricture,  that  the  operation  should  ever 
be  seriously  thought  of  All  other  forms  of  retention  will,  there 
is  reason  to  believe,  yield  to  the  catheter,  aided  by  time  and  by 
soothing  measures.  The  celebrated  Desault,  indeed,  used  to  main- 
tain that  puncture  of  the  bladder  was  never  necessary,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  case  in  which  a  skilful  practitioner  could 
not  reach  this  organ  vvith  a  catheter.  During  the  eight  years  in 
which  he  held  the  rank  of  chief  surgeon  to  the  Hotel- Dieu,  in 
Paris,  he  performed  the  operation  only  once,  and  that  waa  soon 
after  he  took  charge  of  the  institution.  It  is  true  some  of  bis 
cotemporaries  have  declared  that  he  trusted  too  implicitly  in  his 
dexterity,  and  that  he  occasionally  made  a  &lse  passage ;  but  this 
may  have  been  a  mere  imputation,  raised,  without  any  just  foanda- 
tion,  by  his  detractors.  Be  this  as  it  may,  no  one,  who  has  aay  ex- 
perience on  the  subject,  can  doubt  that  the  op3ration  has  often  been 
performed  unnecessarily,  and  that  those  who  have  most  frequently 
executed  it  have  been  young  men,  little  versed  in  the  use  of  the 
catheter  and  bougie.  The  late  Mr.  Liston,  whose  exp^enoe  in  the 
treatment  of  urinary  affections  must  have  been  very  ezlenaive, 
states  that  he  never  punctured  the  bladder  but  once. 

We  have  recently  had  occasion  to  puncture  the  bladder  above  the 
pubes.  The  details  of  the  case,  we  may  report  at  some  future  time. 
The  operation  has  been  followed  by  no  unfavorable  symptoms. 
From  the  statistics  of  Mons.  Mondiere,  it  appears  that  of  nine  cases 
of  puncture  in  the  perineum  the  operation  was  successful  in  six;  of 
\wenty-eight  cases  of  recto-vesical,  nineteen  were  suooessfal, 
irhile  of  fifty-five  cases  of  supra-pubic«  forty-nine  were  attendeil 
fith  success.  From  the  same  table  it  appears  that  the  lecto- 
vesical  puncture  is  less  fatal,  although  more  likely  to  result  in 
fistulse,  infiltration  and  abscess. 

The  chapter  on  urinary  deposits  is  very  meager  and  nnsatistWh 
tory. 
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The  sabjects  of  calculus  and  Btracture  are  treated  at  length. 
In  the  appendix  is  a  chapter  on  the  prevalence  of  calculous  dis- 
orders in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The  statistics  of  this 
affections  are,  valuable  as  it  is  only  from  a  knoivledge  of  the  soil, 
climate,  habitb,  food,  and  drinks,  connected  with  this  di^*order  that 
we  can  learn  any  thing  of  its  etiology. 

The  work  does  honor  to  the  author  for  his  industry  and  energy. 

For  sale  by  Keen  and  Lee.  J. 


Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Temperance 
Union,  186&. 

A  pamphlet  of  forty  pages  containing  much  valuable  information 
respecting  the  present  condition  of  the  liquor  struggle  in  New 
York  and  in  other  states.  It  gives  in  full  the  N.  T.  liquor  law, 
and  also  sundry  legal  opinions  upon  it. 


The  Indiana  Jonmal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  J.  Jockson,  M.  D., 
T.  W.  Forshee,  M.  D ,  Editors  :  July,  1855.- -Terms  two  Jollars  per 
annum  iu  advance  ;  Madison,  Ind. 

It  seems  that  an  effort  is  again  being  made  to  nurse  into  life  an 
Indiana  Journal.  Success  to  it,  may  it  live  longer  than  its  pre* 
decessor.  The  number  before  us  is  creditable  in  matter,  although 
rather  inferior  in  style. 


EDITORIAL. 


Homceopaihy. — In  the  August  number,  we  inserted  an  article 
from  a  correspondent  on  this  trite  subject.  We  gave  it  a  place, 
firsts  because  it  very  £urly  represented  the  leading  doctrines  of 
that  p€Uhy^  as  they  were  originally  promulgated  by  Hahnemann 
and  his  immediate  followers.  Second,  because  it  will  enable  those 
of  our  readers  who  are  familiar  with  homoeopathic  practice  at  the 
present  day,  to  judge  how  &r  it  deviates  from  the  original  theories 
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and  practices  of  [that  sect.  And  third,  because  it  would  furnish 
an  occasion  for  some  remarks  of  our  own,  which  may  not  be  wholly 
unprofitable  to  the  reader. 

As  our  corresf/ondent  states,  Homoeopathy,  as  promulgated  by 
Hahnemann  and  his  followers,  was  based  on  tw<«  fundamental  and 
distinct  propositiops,  both  of  which  were  claimed  as  essential  to  the 
system.     The  first  was,  that  ^'  like  cures  like/'  or  simUia  simUia'- 
bus  curantur  ;  and  the  second,  that  the  cjirative  powers  of  medi- 
cines increase  in  a  direct  ratio  with  their  dilution  or  attenuation, 
and  consequently  that  none  but  injinitesimril  do^es  are  proper  in 
the  treatment  of  disease.     The  first  of  these  propositions  was  not 
original  with  Hahnemann,  nor  with  the  sect  called  Horn ocDpathists. 
The  second  was,  however,  and   it  was  his  bold  and  pertinacious 
promulgation  of  that  idea,  coupled  with  an  unsparing  denunciation 
of  all  who  did  not  assent  to  its  correctness,  which  led  to  his  sepa- 
ration from  the  regular  profession.     So  essential  was  this  doctrine 
of  infinitesimal  doses  considered,  that  nearly  all  the  controversy 
that  resulted  from  the  first  introduction  of  the  system  into  practice 
was  had  in  relation  to  it,  while  the  first  named  propocsition,  sitnilia 
similiabffs   curantur,    attracted  comparatively    little    attention. 
And  our  correspondent  states  truly  when  he  assorts,   that  by  the 
early  and  eminent  of  the  Homoeopathic  sect,  the  thirtieth  dilution 
or  attenuation  was  considered  the  lowest  that  ought  to  be  used  in 
practice.     But  a  very  few  extracts  from  the  writings  of   living 
members  of  the  sect,  will  show  how  far  they  have  fallen  fix)m  the 
high  spiritual  position  of  their  original  leaders.    Thus  Dr.  B.  F. 
Bowers  of  New  Tork,  in  an  article  published  in  the  HonuBopaikk 
Examiner,  says  :  '^  He  who  takes  as  his  guide  in  practice,  the 
law,  like  cures  like,  whether  he  gives  much  or  little  medicine, 
large  or  small  doses,  is  in  principle  a  homoeopathist,  while  he 
who  rejects  this  law  rejects  homoeopathy.     Those  persons  who  con- 
found homoeopathy  with  infinitesimal  doses  overlook  an   obTioiis 
distinction." — Again  the  same  writer  says :  "  Every  homosoiNidiist 
will  agree,  that  the  dose  must  be  large  eneugh  to  produce  the 
required  effect ;  more  than  this  is  at  least  unnecessary ;  and  may 
be  injurious.     What  is  a  suitable  dose  must  be  left  to  Ae  enlight- 
ened judgement   and  experience   of    the  praotitioDer."     This 
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amounts  to  a  full  sttrreiider  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
cardinal  doctrines  of  the  original  homoeopathic  school.  The  lan- 
guage is :  "  The  dose  must  be  large  enough  to  produce  the  re- 
quired effect f^  thus  coming  directly  back  to  the  common  sense  of 
the  regular  profession.  Nor  is  it  in  theory  alone  that  the  greater 
number  of  the  homoeopathists  in  this  country  have  abandoned  the 
infinitesimal  doses  In  looking  over  their  journals,  wherever  pre- 
scriptions are  given  in  detail,  they  very  rarely  go  beyond  the  sixth 
dilution,  and  in  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  it  ranges  from  the 
first  to  the  third.  Thus,  in  a  late  number  of  the  Chicago  Hom^ 
OBopathj  for  a  slight  case  of  Chorea,  we  find  the  following :  *Tre- 
scribed  Cuprum  Aceticum,  8d,  two  grains  every  morning,  an 
hour  after  breakfast,  with  fresh  air  and  exercise."  And  again, 
for  a  case  of  simple  hoarseness  or  partial  aphonia,  ^^  Prescribed 
Phosphorus,  6th,  four  pills  three  times  a  day."  Here  is  no  put- 
ting a  pellet  of  the  80th  attenuation  into  a  tumbler  of  distilled 
water,  and  allowing  the  patient  to  take  a  teaspoonful  once  in  24 
or  48  hours ;  nor  the  putting  of  a  drop  of  the  60th  dilution  into 
an  ounce  of  water,  and  directing  the  patient  to  smell  it  once  or 
twice  a  day,  as  was  practiced  by  Hahnemann  and  his  immediate 
followers. 

The  inference  from  all  this,  and  much  more  that  might  be  ad- 
duced, is  very  plain  and  pregnant  with  meaning.  It  is,  that  the 
proposition  to  increase  the  power  of  medicine  by  diminishing  the 
dose  to  infinitesimality  is  virtually  abandoned  both  in  theory  and 
practice.  And  any  homoeopathist  may  give  *'much  or  little  medi- 
cine, large  or  small  doses,*'  as  his  **  judgment  and  experience  may 
dictate."  Then  there  is  nothing  left  of  homoeopathy  but  the  pre- 
tended law,  ''  like  cures  like,^^  And  as  the  selection  of  remedies 
in  accordance  with  this  proposition  depends  entirely  on  the  judg- 
ment or  fancy  of  each  individual  practitioner,  it  is  obvkus  that, 
while  adhering  to  the  name  of  Homoeopathy  and  making  a  show 
of  sugar  pellets,  they  are  practically  owing  what  success  they  do 
have  to  the  use  of  ordinary  remedies  in  not  very  attenuated  doses. 
For^  if  the  principle,  'Mike  cures  like"  will  sanction  the  pre- 
scription of  phosphorus  for  aphonia,  and  acetate  of  copper  for 
chorea,  there  is  no  active  principle  in  the  materia  medica  that 
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may  not  be  prescribed  for  any  given  disease.  Tuere  is  one 
error  that  homoeopatbists  most  industriously  propagate  in  the 
public  mind,  viz.,  that  the  only  reason  why  their  system,  as  they 
style  it,  is  not  universally  adopted  is,  because  the  old,  ^'hunker- 
ish  propensities  and  prejudices  "  of  the  regular  profession  will  not 
allow  the  members  to  investigate  its  merits.  Now  every  decently 
intelligent  homoeopathist  in  the  country  knows  full  well  that  their 
system  was  most  carefully  investigated,  both  theoretically  and 
practically,  by  members  of  the  most  learned  medical  societies  in 
the  world.  That  committees  were  appointed  on  it,  particular  pa- 
tients in  hospitals  assigned  for  its  practical  application,  and  pa- 
tient, detailed  reports  made ;  all  of  which  only  proved  the  system, 
as  promulgated  by  Hahnemann,  with  its  infinU^simal  principle 
attached,  entirely  inefficient  in  practice  and  unworthy  of  fdrUier 
attention.  And  besides  these  public  investigations,  it  is  probable 
that  for  ten  years  after  the  first  promulgation  of  the  speculations 
of  Hahnemann,  very  few  intelligent  physicians  failed  to  put  his 
fiincies  to  the  test  of  practical  application,  more  or  less.  I  remem- 
ber full  well  that  I  tried  it  on  more  than  one  case  of  chronic  di- 
sease, and  patiently  for  many  weeks  tested  the  virtues  of  medicines 
on  myself,  strictly  accordiiig  to  the  directions  of  the  great  lights 
of  the  system.  Refuse  to  investigate !  why,  does  anybody  sup- 
pose that  physicians  are  such  fools  that  they  would  pay  oat  ^00 
per  annum,  perhaps,  for  quinine  to  use  in  their  practice,  if  by  anj 
process  of  division,  dilution  or  attenuation  of  doses,  they  could 
make  one  doUar^s  worth  last  all  the  year?  But  let  our  homoeo- 
pathic friends  continue  to  progress  in  the  same  direction  a  fisw 
years  longer,  and  they  will  scarcely  acknowledge  more  obedience 
to  the  absurd  proposition,  ^4ike  cures  like,"  than  they  now  do  to 

the  original  infinitesinuU  humbug  of  their  great  founder. 

D. 


Mtdkdil  Department  University  of  Michigan  amd  the  Penintular  Jomrmd, 
In  the  May  No.  of  this  journal,  we  inserted  a  paragraph,  simply 

^in  dng  out  what  we  deemed  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of  su- 
rrioriiy  in  the  system  of  instruction  given  in  the  Medical  De- 
ftment  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  as  set  forth  by  the  editor 
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of  the  Peninsular  Journal,  Prof.  A.  B.  Palmer.  If  our  readers 
will  turn  to  that  number  of  the  Journal,  they  will  see  that  neither 
in  the  paragraph  alluded  to,  nor  in  the  whole  article  of  which  it 
was  a  part,  did  we  say  one  unkind  word  in  regard  to  the  Ann  Ar- 
bor school,  or  make  the  least  comparison  between  it  and  any  other 
school  of  medicine.  And  yet  it  has  served  to  call  out  from  Dr. 
Palmer  seven  pages  in  the  July  number  of  the  Peninsular  Jour- 
nal. The  first  page  and  a  half  of  this  is  made  up  of  comments 
on  confidence  in  the  intelligence  of  the  people  of  Michigan ;  an- 
other page  is  devoted  to  the  benevolent  work  of  informing  his  read- 
ers who  the  senior  editor  of  this  Journal  is,  what  he  has  done 
heretofore,  and  what  are  his  present  personal  relations  to  medical 
schools,  reforms,  etc.;  while  the  remaining  four  pages  and  a  half 
are  devoted  more  particularly  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

With  the  first  part  of  Dr.  Palmer's  article  we  have  nothing  to 
do.  The  second,  if  it  has  any  object  or  purpose.  It  is  to  lessen  the 
confidence  of  his  readers  in  my  own  personal  and  professional 
character,''a  motive  unworthy  of  an  honorable  rival  and  much 
more  of  a  personal  friend.  We  shall  therefore  pass  it  also  in 
silence,  leaving  the  author  to  gather  all  the  gratification  from  it 
which  his  conscience  will  allow.  The  third  division  of  his  article 
however,  shall  receive  all  the  attention  its  merits  demand.  And 
for  this  purpose  our  readers  will  pardon  us  for  taking  the  time  and 
space  to  call  up  a  few  items  in  the  history  of  the  past. 

In  the  March  or  April  number  of  the  Peninsular  Journal,  its 
senior  editor,  who  is  also  a  professor  in  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  devoted  several  pages  to  a  notice 
of  Dr.  Cabell's  Report  on  Medical  Education,  prepared  for  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  held  in  May, 
1853.  In  doing  so,  he  brought  prominently  before  his  readers 
such  parts  of  the  report  as  would  appear  most  feivorable  to  the 
course  pursued  by  the  medical  faculty  of  the  school  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  Of  this  we  made  no  complaint ;  but  he  went  fur- 
ther, and  expressed  his  pride  in  the  following  language  :  ^'  We 
are  proud  that  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  is  so  far  in  advance  of  almost  every  other  school  in  the 
oountry,  in  the  cause  of  reform  herein  so  ably  pointed  out." 
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This,  if  it  meant  anything,  most  clearly  meant  to  convey  the  im- 
pression to  his  readers,  that  in  its  course  of  instruction  and  stan- 
dard  of  requirements,  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  was  '^  far  in  advance  "  of  all  the  other  medical 
schools.  It  was  this  that  we  characterised  as  an  '*  arrogant  flour- 
ish ''  and  a  *'  baseless  pretension."  This  was  oar  plain,  direct  ac- 
cusation, and  the  editor  of  the  Peninsular  Journal,  instead  of  ad- 
ducing proof  that  the  accusation  was  unfounded,  declares  himself 
'^  pained  "  and  surprised,  and  then  dodges  the  whole  question  by 
getting  up  a  most  unfair  and  partial  comparison  between  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Michigan  University  and  Rush  Medical  College- 

Now  we  propose,  first,  to  prove  our  original  accusation  to  be 
Kterally  true;  and  second,  to  show  that  in  Dr.  Palmer's  pretended 
comparison  of  the  two  schools,  he  has  been  most  unfair  and  un- 
manly. That  our  readers  may  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves 
whether  the  Michigan  school  '^  is  »o  far  in  advance  of  almost 
every  other  schooly^  in  the  cause  of  reform  so  ably  pointed  out  by 
Dr.  Cabell,  or  not,  we  will  quote  a  summary  of  his  views  in  his 
own  language,  as  follows : 

"  Your  Committee  beg  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  submit  to  your 
oonsideration  the  following  resolutions,  as  a  summary  of  the  prin- 
•ciple  views  embodied  in  the  foregoing  Report. 

'*  1.  Resolved^  That  the  views  and  recommendations  heretofore 
expressed  by  this  Association,  respecting  the  importance  of  estab- 
lishing a  uniform  standard  of  preliminary  education,  of  extending 
the  term  of  lectures,  and  especially  of  greatly  elevating  the  stao- 
•dard  of  professional  attainments  requisite  to  graduation,  be  here- 
by reaflSrmed. 

^'  2.  Resolved  J  That  this  Association  approves  and  recommends 
the  practice  of  daily  examinations  by  each  professor,  as  essential 
for  securing  '  that  active,  practical  discipline'  of  the  mind  which 
is  one  of  the  most  important  ends  of  collegiate  instruction ;  and 
believes,  not  only  that  such  a  system  might  be  easily  put  into  ope- 
ration, under  an  extension  of  the  term  of  lectures,  but  that  the 
whole  ground-work  of  elementary  medical  instruction  might  be 
most  .advantageously  assigned  to  the  schools  which  may  adopt 
that  system,  as  a  substitute  for  the  very  faulty  one  of  private  of- 
fice instruction  now  in  common  use. 

'*  8.  Resolved.  That  this  Association  cordially  approves  of  the 

\  establishment  of    **  private   schools  "  duly  organized  for  giving 

that  species  of  instruction  which  consists  '  in  demonstrations  '  and 

f  other  practical  exercises  *  on  the  part  of  the  student,  instead  of 
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the  instructor,  but  still  under  his  direction  and  superintendence/ 
embracing  the  whole  circle  of  clinical  observation  and  practice, 
the  use  of  the  microscope,  chemical  manipulations,  and  the  per- 
formance of  surgical  operations  on  the  dead  body;  and  it  would 
earnestly  recommend  such  institutions  to  the  patronage  of  those 
graduates  who  did  not  enjoy  similar  advantages  during  the  period 
of  their  collegiate  pupilage. 

**4  Resolved,  That  those  medical  colleges  whose  curriculum 
does  not  now  include  full  courses  of  lectures  on  physiology  and 
medical  jurisprudence,  be  earnestly  invited  to  make  immediate  pro- 
vision for  supplying  the  deficiency,  and  to  require  the  professor  of 
physiology  to  make  an  exposition  of  the  outlines  of  comparative 
anatomy,  to  such  extent,  at  least,  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable 
the  student  to  appreciate  the  force  of  the  evidence  upon  which  the 
modern  doctrines  of  physiology  mainly  rest." 

Here  we  have  a  **  summary ''  of  Dr.  CabelPs  views  in  his  own 
words ;  but  to  comprehend  their  full  bearing  we  must  go  back  to 
those  previous  recommendations  of  the  Association,  which  Dr. 
Cabell  in  his  first  resolution  proposes  to  have  re-affirmed. 

These  may  be  found  in  the  volumes  of  transactions  of  the  As- 
sociation for  the  years  1847-49-53 :  and  are  as  follows,  viz.: 

"  Resolved,  1.  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  colleges  to 
extend  the  period  employed  iii  lecturing,  from  four  to  six  months. 

^^  2.  That  no  student  shall  become  a  candidate  for  the  degree  of 
M  D.,  unless  he  shall  have  devoted  three  entire  years  to  the  study 
of  'medicine ^mclxiAmg  the  time  allotted  to  attendance  on  lec- 
tures. 

"  3.  Tliat  the  candidate  shall  have  attended  two  full  courses  of 
lectures,  that  he  shall  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  in  all  cases 
shall  produce  the  certificate  of  his  preceptor,  to  prove  when  he 
commenced  his  studies. 

''  4.  That  the  certificate  of  no  preceptor  shall  be  received  who 
is  avowedly  and  notoriously  an  irregular  practitioner,  whether  he 
shall  possess  the  degree  of  M.D.  or  not. 

'^5.  That  the  several  branches  of  medical  education  already 
named  in  the  body  of  this  report,  be  taught  in  all  the  colleges,  and 
that  the  number  of  professors  be  increased  to  seven, 

*<  G.  That  it  be  required  of  candidates  that  they  shaU  have 
steadily  devoted  three  months  to  dissections, 

*'  7.  That  it  is  incumbent  upon  preceptors  to  avail  themselves 
of  every  opportunity  to  impart  clinical  instruction  to  their  pupils  ; 
and  upon  medical  colleges  to  require  candidates  for  gradua- 
tion to  sfuno  that  they  have  attended  on  hospital  practice  for 
one  sessiom,  whenever  it  can  be  accomplished,  for  me  advanoe- 
ment  of  the  same  end." 
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'^  Resolved^  That  the  Association  does  tM  sanction  cr  rtcog" 
nize  ^  college  clitiics '  as  substitutes  for  hospital  clinical  in- 
struction; and  that  the  medical  colleges  be  again  advised  to 
insist^  in  all  instances  where  it  was  practicable,  on  the  regular 
attendance  of  their  pupils,  during  a  period  of  six  months^ 
upon  the  treatment  of  patients  in  a  properly  cotulncted  hos- 
pital, or  other  suitable  institution  devoted  to  the  reception  and 
cure  of  the  sick.'' 

<^  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  a  familiar 
knowledge  of  the  elements  of  medical  science  should  precede 
clinical  instruction. 

*'  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  accomplish  the  latter,  the  hoepitals, 
when  they  shall  be  eleyated  to  the  rank  of  schools  of  practice,  and 
the  intelligent  private  preceptor,  are  the  most  effectual  instru- 
mentalities to  be  employed." 

It  is  proper  here  to  remark  that  neither  the  report  of  Dr.  Ca- 
bell, nor  the  *'  summary  "  embodied  in  the  resolutions  quoted 
from  him,  were  ever  read  to  or  in  anywise  adopted  by  the  Aaso- 
ciation ;  and  they  consequently  stand  on  the  pages  of  the  trmns- 
actions  merely  as  the  sentiments  of  their  author.  All  the  other 
resolutions  quoted,  however,  were  fully  presented  and  adopted  by 
that  body.  Now,  let  us  see  wherein  the  Michigan  Univerai^  is 
^^sofar  in  advance^^  of  other  respectable  schools,  in  regard  to  the 
requirements  and  recommendations  above  fully  and  fairly  quoted. 

On  a  careful  examination,  the  reader  will  find  the  only  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  resolutions  of  Dr.  Cabell,  and  not 
specifically  contained  in  the  other  resolutions  previously  adopted 
by  the  Association,  are  first,  ^^  the  practice  of  daily  enuninations 
by  each  professor ;''  and  secondly,  the  establishment  of  ''  Prifste 
Schools  "  fi)r  certain  specified  purposes. 

In  regard  to  the  first  of  these — the  daily  examinations  by  each 
professor — Dr.  Palmer,  with  quite  as  little  regard  for  truth  as  mo- 
desty, makes  the  following  assertion,  viz.:  ^*  This  is  only  done  in 
a  partial  and  limited  manner  in  Rush  Medical  College,  and  by  only 
a  part  of  the  professors."  Now  we  happen  to  know  that  everf 
professor  in  the  faculty  of  Bush  Medical  College,  and  also  in  a  large 
i  number  of  other  colleges  in  this  country,  does  make  it  a  rule  to 
practice  daily  examinations  of  the  classes  in  their  several  insti- 
tutions. And  hence,  if  his  assertion  to  the  contrary  is  not  an- 
other '*  arrogant  Jhurish,*^  it  certainly  is  not  remarkable  for  its 
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modesty  ;  and  until  we  have  some  other  proof  of  their  superior 
advancement  in  this  particular  than  his  interested  assertion,  the 
profession  will  know  how  much  importance  to  attach  to  it.  The 
other  recommendation  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  private 
schools,  is  conceded  to  have  no  bearing  on  the  present  controversy. 
Having  disposed  of  wnat  is  peculiar  in  the  resolutions  of  Dr. 
Cabell,  let  ua  inquire  concerning  the  advance  or  superiority  of 
the  Michigan  school  in  the  adoption  of  all  the  other  measures 
spiBcifically  recommended  by  the  American  Medical  Association 
itself.  They  are  all  essentially  included,  so  far  as  Medical  Col- 
leges are  concerned,  in  the  seven  resolves  quoted  and  numbered 
above.  And  that  our  readers  may  again  judge  for  themselves 
we  will  again  quote  the  exact  requirements  of  the  Michigan  school, 
not  as  amplified  by  Dr.  Palmer  in  his  editorial,  but^as  published 
in  their  recent  annual  announcement  for  1855. 

They  are  as  follows,  viz. :  ^'  Each  candidate  for  admission  must 
be  provided  with  satisfactory  evidence  of  good  moral  character ; 
and,  if  a  candiiiate  for  graduation,  also  of  such  literary  attain- 
ments as  have  been  recommended  by  the  American  Medical 
Association.  To  be  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
the  student  must  exhibit  evidence  of  having  pursued  the  study  of 
medicine  and  surgery  for  the  term  of  three  years  with  some  re- 
spectable practitioner  of  medicine,  (including  lecture  terms),  must 
have  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures,  the  last  of  which  must 
have  been  in  the  college  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  and  the  previous  one  in  this  or  some  other 
respectable  Medical  Institution  ;  must  have  been  engaged  in  the 
study  of  practical  Anatomy  ;  must  be  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
must  have  submitted  to  the  Faculty  a  Thesis,  composed  and  writ- 
ten by  himself,  on  some  piedical  topic,  and  have  passed  an  exami- 
nation at  the  close  of  the  term,  satisfactory  to  the  Faculty.  To 
encoarage  a  higher  grade  of  preliminary  acquirement,  an  allow- 
ance of  one  year  from  the  term  of  study  is  made  in  favor  ot 
graduates  of  the  College  of  Science  and  Arts,  and  of  other  respect- 
able Literary  Colleges.  Four  years  of  respectable  practice  is 
received  in   lieu  of  one  course  of  lectures.     Each  candidate  for 

graduation  must  so  announce  himself  at  the  c^ 'ent  of  his 

54 


434  BDITORtAL. 

second  course,  and  must  be  examined  in  anatomy,  phjsiology, 
materia  medica,  and  chemistry.  He  is  also  required  to  write  and 
defend  a  medical  essay  once  in  two  weeks." 

Here,  instead  of  requiring  the  devotion  of  ''  three  entire  yean 
to  the  study  of  medicine,"  as  re(5t>mmended  in  the  seoond  resolve 
quoted  above,  is  a  provision  for  conferring  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  after  only  two  years  study  ;  instead  of  requiring  in  all 
cases  attendance  on  '*  two  fall. courses  of  lectures,"  aa  recommend- 
ed in  the  third  resolve,  we  heve  provision  for  admitting  oertatn 
candidates  after  attendance  on  only  one  course  ;  instead  of  having 
seven  acting  Professors  in  their  Faculty,  as  recommended  in  the 
fifth  resolve,  they  have  only  six ;  instead  of  requiring  tbeir  candi- 
dates  to  devote  ■''  three  months  to  dissections,"  as  recommended  in 
the  sixth  resolve,  they  simply  say  ''  he  must  have  been  engaged 
in  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy;"  and  finally,  instead  of  requix^ 
ing  attendance  '^  on  hospital  practice,  for  one  sessionj  as  recom- 
mended in  the  seventh  resolve,  they  are  either  entirely  silent  on 
the  subject  or  graciously  tell  their  classes,  that  they  must  depend 
for  this  important  part  of  medical  instruction  on  the  practitionon 
of  the  rural  districts.  Thus  we  find  by  direct  compariscm,  that 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Miehigan,  either 
completely  or  partially  fails  to  comply  with  five  out  of  the  scvoi 
formally  established  recommendations  of  the  American  Medical 
Association;  recommendations  too,  which  Dr.  Cabell,  himself  wiale 
ed  to  have  "  reaffirmed  J  ^ 

And  yet  with  all  these  glaring  delinqencies,  the  Faculty  of 
that  school  have  lost  no  opportunity  to  impress  upon  the  profeasioa 
the  idea  that  they  had  fully  adopted  the  course  of  instruction  and 
the  requisitions  recommended  by  the  Association.  Thus  in  their 
annual  announcement  for  the  session  of  1852- 8,  they  declare  that: 
*^  The  peculiar  position  of  the  College  of  Medicine  and  Sargery  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  is  such  that  it  has  been  enabled  fuUf 
to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  projession^^^  4^. 

The  same  impression  is  sought  to  be  made  by  Dr.  Z.  Pitdier, 
an  emeritus  professor  in  the  same  school,  in  his  report  on  Medical 
education,  read  to  the  American  Medical  Asaociationy  in  llaj 
1853,  in  which  he  uses  the  following  language :  *'  By  the  aadi- 
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cal  facalty  of  the  Uniyeraity,  all  candidates  for  the  degree  of 
M.  D.,  are  rigidly  required  to  comply  wUh  the  conditions  of  the 
NcUional  Medical  Association,  except   attendance  on  hospital 
cliniques/'  &c.     And  at   the  same  meeting  of  the  Association, 
Dr.  Palmer,  himself  seconded  ,with  his  accustomed  modesty^  and 
strongly  urged  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  specially  endorsing 
and  commending  the  medical  department  of  their   Uniyersity. 
But  finding  a  continuance  of  the  discussion  likely  to  bring  before 
the  association  some  of  their  important  deficiencies,  the  resolution 
was  withdrawn.    They  were  not  content,  however,  to  stop  here. 
For  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  the  same  Dr. 
Palmer,  procured  the  introduction  by  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  of  reso* 
lutions  condemning  any  attempt  to  introduce  a  chair  of  Homcoo* 
pathy  into  regular  schools  of  Medicine.     The  resolutions  were 
right  enough  and  were  adopted.    But  on  them  Dr.  Palmer  made- 
a  speech  in  defence  of  his  favorite  University,    in  which,  as  re- 
ported by   himself,  we   find   the   following  language,  viz. :  '^  ai» 
institution  which  had  sought  to  comply  with  the  recommendations 
of  thia  body."     And  again  :  ^'  The  founders  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  sought  in  its  organization 
to  follow  your  directions,"  &c     Now  let  the  reader  compare  these* 
'repeated  claims  to  a  compliance  with  the  important  recommenda- 
tions of  the  National  Association,  and  these  well  studied  efforts  to* 
procure  from  that  body  some  special  endorsement,   with  their 
actual  requirements,  as    quoted  directly  from  their  last  annuaf 
announcement,  and  then  judge  whether  our  charge  of  '^arroganH 
flourishes"  and  ''baseless  pretensions,"  was  well  foanded  or  net. 
It  is  true  that  they  have  adopted  a  long  lecture  term.     But  8e*ha» 
one  of  the  Medical  Colleges  in  Virginia ;  so  has  the  Idtedical  de^ 
partment  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  ;  so  has  the  College* 
of  Phy^ians  and  Surgeons  of  New- York,  and  some  others.     And 
hence  they  have  no  valid  claim   to   being,  ^^far  in  advcmce  of 
almost  every  other  school,"   in  this  respect.     All  they  have  leffc 
in  the  whole  list  of  their  requisition,  on  which  they  can   rest  a 
claim  of  advancement^  may  be  seen   in  the  first  and  last  para- 
graphs of  their  requirements,  as  quoted'  above.     The  first  declares 
that  candidates  for  graduation  ^  must  be  provided  with  satisfactory 
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evidence  of  such  literary  attainments  as  have  been  recommended 
bj  the  American  Medical  Association  ;"  and  the  last  that  tbej 
*'  must  write  and  defend  a  Medical  Essay  once  in  two  weeb/' 
This  latter,  as  explained  in  the  article  of  Dr.  Palmer,  seems  to  be 
a  kind  of  primary  school  exercise  in  the  art  of  writing  compoii- 
iions. 

When  we  put  along  side  of  these  imperfect  requirements  in 
regard  to  literary  attainments,  their  provision  for  deducting  one 
third  from  the  usual  period  of  Medical  study ;  for  dispensing  in 
some  caries  with  07ie  course  of  lecturer ;  and  their  failure  to  exict 
attendance,  at  least,  one  term  on  practical  dissections  and  hospital 
clinical  instruction,  we  are  forcibly  reminded  of  a  certain  class  in 
ancient  times,  who  ''paid  tithes  of  mint  and  cummin  and  anise,'' 
but  '*  neglected  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,"  &c.  Here  ve 
would  willingly  leave  this  subject,  had  not  Dr.  Palmer  in  his 
eflfort  to  escape  from  the  charge  of  having  made  ''  baseless  preten- 
sions," instituted  a  most  unfair  and  uncalled  for  comparison  be- 
tween the  requisitions  of  the  Michigan  University  and  those  of 
Rush  Medical  College.  In  making  this  comparison  he  is  carefol 
to  state  fully,  and  even  to  amplify^  all  the  requirements  of  the 
school  with  which  he  is  connected  at  Ann  Arbor,  enumerating  the 
certificates  of  term  of  study,  preliminary  education,  moral  char-  • 
acter.  theses,  examinations,  &c.,  &c.;  and  in  immediate  contrast 
with  them,  instead  of  quoting  the  requisitions  of  Rush  Medical 
College,  as  published  in  its  annual  announcement  and  rigidly  en- 
forced by  its  faculty  ;  he  places  nothing  but  the  following  extIlO^ 
dinary  paragraph,  viz. :  ''  That  Institution  (Rush  Med.  College) 
admits  to  the  graduating  class  all  who  have  studied  the  asnal  time, 
attended  two  courses  of  lectures  of  sixteen  weeks,  and  who  writes 
and  hands  in  a  thesis,  which  is  seldom,  perhaps,  read — never  bj 
the  student  before  the  faculty  or  class  "  We  called  this  an  extra- 
ordinary paragraph,  and  it  certainly  is  so,  for  it  violates  the  mla 
f^i  grammar — sets  at  nought  the  common  courtesies  of  lift) — and 
in  the  position  in  which  it  was  placed  by  its  author,  it  conveys  the 
most  glaring  falsehoods. 

The  broad  assertion  here  made,  that  the  Faculty  of  Rush  Medi- 
cal College  admits  to  her  graduating  class  all  who  have  aimplj 
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Studied  the  usual  time,  attended  two  courses  of  lectures,  and  have 
written  and  handed  in  a  thesis,  leaves  the  reader  to  infer,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  no  attention  is  paid  to  evidence  or  certificates 
of  age,  moral  character,  term  of  study,  place  of  previous  attend- 
ance on  lectures,  &c.,  Ac, — an  inference  which  Dr.  Palmer  knows 
to  be  utterly  false.  And  yet,  if  he  did  not  wish  such  an  erroneous 
inference  to  be  drawn  by  his  readers,  why  did  he  not  quote  our 
requirements  in  full,  as  he  did  those  of  the  school  with  which  he 
was  liimself  connected.  Had  he  done  so  fairly  and  honorably,  his 
readers  would  have  seen,  that,  instead  of  failing  to  comply  with 
^ve  out  of  the  seven  specific  recommodations  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  in  regard  to  Medical  Colleges,  Bush  Medical 
College  falls  short  in  only  two,  namely,  the  length  of  the  lecture 
term  and  the  permission  of  four  years  practice  to  take  the  place 
of  one  course  of  lectures.  If  by  the  foregoing  observations  our 
friend,  the  editor  of  the  Peninsular  Journal,  finds  himself  and 
the  school  with  which  he  is  connected,  placed  before  the  pro- 
fession in  no  enviable  light,  he  may  blame  no  one  but  himself  and 
his  colleagues.  Placed  in  a  school  richly  endowed  by  the  State^ 
and  paid  fixed  salaries  wholly  independent  of  their  classes ;  the 
profession  had  a  right  to  expect  that  they  would  take  a  high  and 
firm  stand  in  the  cause  of  Medical  Education ;  demanding  in  all 
cases  the  full  period  of  Medical  Study;  attendance  on  at  least 
two  courses  of  lectures ;  and  a  full  compliance  with  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  profession  in  regard  to  literary  attainments,  personal 
attention  to  dissections,  and  to  clinical  instruction.  How  they 
have  answered  these  just  expectations  the  reader  can  judge  from 
the  facts  and  records  already  adduced; 


Fee  Bill, — The  following  rate  of  charges  or  fee  biil,  having 
reference  simply  to  the  more  common  items  of  practice,  was 
agreed  upon  by  the  Cook  County  Medical  Society  in  April  last, 
and  it  has  since  been  approved  and  signed  by  nearly  all  of  the 
active  Practitioners  in  the  city.  It  is  an  advance  of  about  fifty 
per  cent  on  the  former  rates  of  charging ;  and  is  by  no  means 
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equal  to  the  advance  in  the  expense  of  ^ving  in  this  city.  Dur- 
the  last  three  years,  for  instance,  both  house-rent  and  house-keep- 
ing have  doubled ;  and  the  prices  of  almost  everything  else  have 
increased  in  like  proportion.  Under  such  circamstances,  at  the 
former  rate  of  charging,  it  was  found  that  it  required  all  the  pro- 
ceeds of  a  full  and  laborious  practice  to  give  the  physician  and  his 
fiunily  a  comfortable  support,  without  accumulating  for  him  fifty 
dollars  annually.  Hence  the  profession  of  the  city  has  done  otklj 
a  simple  act  of  justice  to  its  own  faithful  and  hard-working  mem- 
bers by  adopting  the  rates  that  follow,  viz. : 
Ijt.  For  ordinary  visits  in  the  day-time,  -         -  $1^50 

2d.     "    Night  visits,  (from  10  o'clock,  P.M.,  to  6  A..M.)     3,00 
8d.     "    Consultation  visit,  from         -  -  5,00  to  15,00 

4th.    "    Subsequent  Consultation,  visit  to  same 

patient,  -  ./  -  -  -  2,00  to  3,00 
6th.  '*  Physical  Examination,  chest,  Jcc,  from  3,00  to  5,00 
6th.    "     Attendance  on  Obstetrical  cases,       "     10,00  to  20,00 

'<    Use  of  Instruments  in  addition,  "       5,00  to  20,00 

7th.    "     Vacciiiation  in  the  office,  ...  1,00 

"  do.  at   the  patient's  residence  in  addition  to 

the  usual  charge  for  visit  50  cts.  for  each  person 
vaccinated. 
8th.    ''    Attendance  on  Small  Pox  cases  per  visit,  2,00 

9ih.    "    Visits  in  the  country  by  private  conveyance,  per  mile,  1,00 


Obituary  — Dr.  James  C  Bliss  died  in  this  city  on  the  80th  of 
Jul^,  after  having  endured  great  suffering  from  Neuralgia,  saper- 
vemng  upon  a  complication  of  maladies,  which  resisted  all  medi- 
cation.    Dr.  B.  was  eminent  as  a  practitioner,  estimable  as  a  man, 
'distinguished  as  a  Christian  philanthropist,  and  in  all  reiatioDs  of 
fe  he  sustained  an  exalted  character.     No  man  in  the  profession, 
'  New  York,  will  be  more  missed  by  his  brethren,  or  more  de- 
iored  by  his  patients   than   he.     He  was  65  years  of  age,  bat 
stained  his  habits  of  activity,  industry,  and  punctuality,  which 
rere  proverbial,  until  smote  down  by  his  last  illness.     Peace  to 
jUS  memory. — American  Med.  Oazetie. 
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MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 

SESSION  OF  1865-66. 

THE  THIRTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  COURSE  OF  LECTURES 
in  this  InstitatioD,  will  commence  on  the  15tb  day  of  October,  and 
continue  until  the  last  day  of  February. 

FACULTY.— Tho6.  Wood,  M  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy;  J.  A.  War- 
der,  M  D  ,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology;  James  Gndiam,  M.D., 
Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics;  G.'G.  Blackman,  M.  D., 
Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery; 
John  H.  Tate,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology,  Hygiene  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence; N.  T.  Marshall,  M.D.,  Prof  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children;  S.  G.  Armor,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology  and 
Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine;  R.  L.  Rea,  M.D.,  Demon- 
strator of  Anatomy. 

FEE  for  the  Whole  Course,  $92;  Matriculation  (paid  only  once)  $5; 
Hospital,  $5;  Graduation,  $25;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $8;  Boeurd, 
$2,50  to  $3,00  a  week. 

A  Prfllmlnftrj  eouma  frc*  to  all  •tadentii.  wilt  eomm«Dce  on  tb«  Itt  of  Oeto^tr  and  oon> 
tinuoantil  tho  eommeneem«nt  ot  the  regalar  seiilon 

Clinical  la^trnetion  by  the  Prof«uors  of  ClinioAl  Medioina  and  Snrgviy,  will  b«  firtn  dnily 
at  tha  Ot>mm«'reial  Hospital. 

A  Medical  and  Surgical  oUniqae  baa  alio  be^n  establfaba^  in  eonno6tion  wttb  tb«  Oollag a, 
At  wb^eh  caM's  will  bv  pn^ierlbfd  for,  and  operations  p»rform«d«  in  pr'seno*  of  tba  OImb. 

Student*  may  rely  npon  an  abundant  and  prompt  liupply  of  matkbial 

Letters  addressed  to  tbe  Dean,  or  «ny  member  of  tht  Faculty  will  he  promptlj  answered. 

Students  on  arrlTing  ia  tbe  city,  can  obta'n  further  Information  by  calling  on  the  Dana  or 
Janitor  at  tbe  Collage,  on  fllb  street ,  betw*  en  Baoe  and  Tine 

S.  G.  ARMOR,  M.D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Thos.  Wood,  M.D..  Registrar.  

PHILADELPHIA  COLLEGE  OF   MEDICINE. 

THE  Winter  Session  will  begin  on  Monday,  October  8,  1855. 
The  Spring  Session  will  open  in  March,  1856,  and  dose  in  July. 
Degrees  are  conferred  in  March  and  July. 

FACULTY. 
George  Hewston,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy 
H.  Howard  Rand,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
H.  Hartshorne,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
James  L.  Tyson,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica. 
Isaac  A.  Penny  packer,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Practice  of  Medicine. 
James  Bryan,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Lewis  D  Harlow,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery,  etc. 
Joseph  Parrisb,  M.D.,  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Midwifery,  etc. 
FEES.— One  Full  Course,  $84;  Perpetual  Ticket,  $150;  Matricula- 
tion, 15;  Graduation,  $30. 

The  students  are  examined  daily  by  the  Professors  upon  each  branch. 
Advanced  students  are  furnished  gratuitously  with  the  hospital  ticket 
for  one  year,  and  have  opportunities  of  attending  cases  in  Medicine,  Sur- 
gery and  Midwifery,  under  care  of  the  Professors. 
For  announcement  or  other  information,  address 

B.  HOWARD  RAND,  M.D.,*Dean, 

At  the  College,  3d  St.,  below  Walnut. 
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STARLING  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

SESSION  OF  1855-56. 

LECTURES  —The  Lectures  wiJl  commence  on  Wednesday,  the  18th 
of  October,  and  continue   for  twenty  weeks,  ending  Tuesday,  the 
6th  of  March. 

FACULTY. 

S.  M.  Smith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Dean. 

F.  Garter,  M.D..  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

E.  Moore,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

John  Dawson,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology. 

J.  W.  Hamilton,  M.D..  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Theo.  G.  Wormley,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

S.  Loving,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

FEES.— Tickets  for  all  the  Professorn,  $60,00;  Matriculation  Ticket, 
$3,00;  Graduation  Fee,  $20,00;  Ticket  for  the  privileges  of  the  Dis- 
secting Room,  including  the  services  of  the  Demonstrator,  $5,00. 

Subjects  for  discussion  in  the  building  furnished  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense, on  application  to  the  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and  in  no  other 

WAY. 

Inquiries  and  requests  being  sometimes  made  for  indulgence  in  time, 
we  propose  to  allow,  in  such  cases,  that  a  judgment  note  for  $65,  with 
interest  and  approved  security,  payable  in  one  year,  may  be  taken.  But 
our  rule  is,  payment  within  the  first  three  weeks  of  the  session. 

Expenses  for  a  Single  Session. 
Fees,  including  the  Dissecting  Ticket,  $68;  Boarding,  including  lights 
and  fuel,  from  $2  to  $3  per  week,  for  twenty  weeks,  $40  to  $60. — 

Total  $108  to  $128  00 
There  are  three  extensive  Bookstore.-?  in  Columbus,  at  which  Medical 
works  in  great  variety  are  sold  at  very  low  rates.   Surgicy/,  Obstetrical, 
and  Dissecting  Instruments  are  readily  obtained. 

S.  M.SMITH,  M.D.  Dean. 
Coin  ubus,  Ohio,  Sept.,  1865.    " 


B£CEI?TS  FOR  THE 

ILLINOIS. 

Drs.  J.  G.  Brown  $2 ;  A.  G.  Ran- 
dall, $2;  A.  M.  Abbott,  $2;  M. 
Davis,  $2;  John  Garrison,  $2;  A. 
G.  Porter,  $2;  C.  M.  Rol)ertson, 
$2;  T.  S.  Mills,  |2;  J.  G.  TUden, 
$2;  Wm.  Hanly,  $3. 

WISCONSIN. 

E.  G.Dyer,  $2;  Bice  &  Clark, $2. 


KONTH  OF  AUGUST. 

INDIANA. 

Drs.  G.  A.  Armstrong,  $2;    F. 
M.  Denny,  $2. 

IOWA 

Drs.   Ephraim  Clifford,  $2;  J. 

Dorou,  $2; 


THE  NORTH-WESTERN 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

NEW  SERIES. 


VOL.tV.  OOTOBSB,   186ff.  NO.  10. 


ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


ARTICLE  L—A  Case  of  Twins  with  Malpresentation. 

July  -27th,  1855.— Called  at  4  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  Mrs.  Daily, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  aged  42  years — in  her  tenth  confinement. 
Learned  from  the  attending  midwife  that  she  had  been  in  active 
labor  since  six  o'clock  of  the  former  evening — a  dur^ition  of  ten 
hours ;  the  pains  still  continued  strong  and  severe.  On  examina- 
tion, per  vaginum,  found  the  os  uteri  fully  dilated,  the  walls  of  the 
vagina  moist  and  yielding,  but  the  presentation  so  complicated  and 
novel,  that  I  felt  reluctant  to  hazard  any  diagnosis  or  further  pro* 
cedure  without  counsel,  I  therefore  sent  for  Prof.  Freer,  who,  on 
making  an  examination  pronounced  the  presentation  to  be  one  in 
vhich  two  foetal  heads  occupied^'the  right  and  left  illiac  foss» 
respectively,  with  the  right  arm  and  prolapsed  funis  of  the  right 
child  presenting  intermediately.  The  accuracy  of  this  diagnosis 
was  fully  confirmed  by  subsequent  manipulations. 

Our  first  aim  was  to  correct  tho  malposition  of  the  head  of  the 
right  child,  and  to  place  it  in  the  most  favorable  relation  to  the 
diameters  of  the  pelvis.    Tho  arm  and  funis  were  gently  pushed 
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Up  and  retained  above  the  brim,  until  the  malposition  of  the  head, 
by  means  of  the  vectis  and  external  abdominal  manipulation,  was 
corrected :  but  the  tendency  of  the  head  to  recede  Tras  so  great  that 
it  was  impossible  to  prevent  its  return  into  the  iliac  fossae.  The 
retention  of  the  head  at  the  brim  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
to  admit  of  the  application  of  the  forceps  was  impracticable.  Finally, 
version  was  agreed  upon.  A  succession  of  attempts  was  made  by 
both  without  success.  The  powerful  contractions  of  the  uterus 
which  supervened  on  introducing  the  hand,  the  seeming  multipli- 
city of  extremities  and  the  anomalous  tortuosities  of  the  cord,  all 
tended  to  frustrate  the  explorations  for  the  feet. 

Pro£  Blaney,  was  now  sent  for  to  share  the  fatigue  and  respon- 
sibility. In  the  meantime  Prof.  Freer,  with  praiseworthy  per- 
severance made  another  attempt  by  which  he  succeeded  in  secur- 
ing one  extremity  of  the  right  child,  at  the  flexor  of  the  knee. 
But  it  was  not  until  firm  and  long  continued  traction  had  been 
made  that  the  arm  and  head  receded  and  the  foot  was  brought 
down.  The  first  child  was  then  delivered  as  in  breech  presenta- 
tions,— the  child  still-born. 

After  the  birth  of  the  first  child  a  sufficient  amount  of  hemor* 
rhage  occurred  to  warrant  the  immediate  introduction  of  the  hand 
into  the  uterus,  which  detected  an  hour  glass  contraction,  ior 
eluding  the  placenta,  and  second  child  above  the  point  of  contiBC- 
tion.  The  feet  were  immediately  seized — version  effected,  and 
to  avoid  detail,  delivery  completed  in  a  very  short  space  of  time. 
The  child  alive — but  requiring  artificial  respiration  for  its  resusci- 
tation. 

The  placenta  was  removed  without  any  unusual  difficulty.  It 
was  a  single  placenta  of  large  size,  furnished  with  two  sets  of 
membranes.  The  size  of  the  uterus  was  enormous  and  the 
abdomen  pendulous.  During  the  whole  period  of  labor  the  pa- 
tient retained  her  strength,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the 
manipulations,  and  the  almost  continuous  succession  of  the 
pains. — An  excellent  example  of  Irish  tenacity  of  life. 

At  half  past  twelve,  P.  M.,  left  her,  ordered  ergot  lest  hem- 
crshage  should  occur,  the  uterus  not  having  contracted  perfectly. 
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In  the  after  treatment  of  this  case  there  have  been  no  symptoms 
differing  from  those  observed  in  convalescence  from  natural  labor. 
The  novelty  of  this  case  may  be  thus  summed  up,  as  consisting 
in  the  presentation  of  two  foetal  heads — an  arm  and  a  prolapsed 
funis,  in  the  singleness  of  the  placenta,  and  in  the  unusual  con- 
tortions and  intricate  windings  of  the  cord.  To  the  above  sum- 
mary may  be  added  the  complications  of  an  hour  glass  contraction 
and  uterine  hemorrhage. 


ARTICLE  IL— Proceedings  of  tke    Cook    County    Medical    Society. 
Large  doses  of  Tinct.  Opii.,  without  any  poisoning  efifects,  &c. 

The  Cook  County  Medical  Society  held  its  regular  monthly 
meeting  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  September.  A  respectable  num- 
ber of  members  were  present,  and  the  meeting  was  both  interesting 
and  profitable.  Edmund  Andrews,  A.  M.,  M.  D.^  was  duly 
proposed  and  elected  a  permanent  member  of  the  Society.  After 
the  transaction  of  some  other  business  of  no  general  interest,'^ the 
reading  of  reports  and  communications  being  called  for,  Dr.  Paoli 
read  a  paper  detailing  an  account  of  a  case  of  labor  and  of  mon- 
strosity or  imperfect  foetal  development. 

The  mother  was  attacked,  shortly  before  the  commencement  of 
labor,  with  a  pretty  copious  lilterine  hemorrhage,  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  which  she  took  two  drachms  of  oil  of  turpentine,  and  had 
cold  water  applied  over  the  pubes. 

The  hemorrhage  soon  ceased,  but  labor-pains  subsequently  came 
on,  and  expelled  a  foetus  of  six  or  seven  months  growth,  but  of 
very  defective  formation.  Among  other  anomalies,  the  umbilical 
cord  was  detached  from  the  foetus  and  the  intestines  were  protrud- 
ing from  an  apparent  rupture  in  the  abdominal  walls.  The  only 
vestige  of  umbilical  cord  which  could  be  found  was  a  piece  about 
two  inches  long  attached  to  the,  placenta.  The  placenta,  itself 
vras  much  diseased  throughout  its  whole  extent ;  and  in  some 
places  appeared  to  have  undergone  partial  decomposition. 

Br.  P.,  said  the  foetus  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  dead 
from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours  before  its  expulsion,  but  he 
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Ihougbt  the  morbid  condition  of  the  .placenta  of  mach  longer 
dux^tion.  Dr.  Sevan  reported  yerbally  a  case  in  which  an  un- 
usual quantity  of  tincture  of  opium  was  taken  without  any  severe 
effects.  The  patient  was  a  man  aged  about  thirty  years,  of  intern* 
perate  habits,  and  evidently  laboring  under  partial  insanity  at  the 
time.  On  the  29th  of  August  he  ^ocured  two  ounces  of  Tinct 
Opii.  for  the  purpose  of  killing  himself. 

In  the  evening  he  took  one  ounce  of  it;  during  the  night  half 
an  ounce  more,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  80th,  he  took  the  re- 
maining half  ounce.  After  waiting  until  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  with- 
out any  serious  effects,  he  went  to  a  Drug-store  near  by,  and 
procured  four  ounces  more  of  the  laudanum.  He  took  one  half  of 
this  (§ij)  before  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  between  three  and  four 
P.  M.,  he  took  the  remainder,  except  about  SL  which  was  left  in 
the  vial ;  and  was  presented  to  the  Society  for  examination. 

A  few  minutes  after  he  took  the  last  dose,  he  seemed  to  realise 
his  condition,  and  hastened  directly  to  Dr  Sevan's  office,  to  whom 
he  related  what  he  had  done.  The  doctor  immediately  administer- 
ed an  emetic,  which  operated  freely.  The  matter  ejected  from  the 
stomach,  both  in  colbr  and  smell  gave  evidence  of  being  strongly 
impregnated  with  laudanum.  No  marked  sleepiness  or  other  on- 
. pleasant  symptoms  followed,  except  a  pain  in  the  occipital  region, 
and  retention  of  urine.  The  latter  made  the  use  of  the  catheter 
necessary.  On  the  first  of  Septeml)er,  he  was  able  to  patronixe 
the  dram-shops  as  usual,  and  became  thoroughly  intoxicated. 
There  is,  of  course,  no  absolute  certainty  that  the  man  took  all 
the  laudanum  stated  above ;  but  the  emptiness  of  his  vials,  and  the 
&ct  (fully  ascertained)  that  he  had  purchased  the  quantity  namedi 
all  corroborated  his  own  statement,  and  rendered  it  probable  thai 
he  had  actually  taken  the  whole  amount.  Good  judges  pronounced 
the  specimen  of  laudanum  exhibited  to  be  of  good  quality,  and 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  United  Stales 
Dispensatory* 

Prof.  A.  B.  Palmer,  also  related  a  case  which  came  under  hii 
observation  not  long  since.  The  patient  was  a  Scotchman  by 
birth,  and  had  been  much  affected  by  domestic  troubles,  which  he 
attempted  to  drown  by  drinking  beer.     Not  succeeding  in  this  he 
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attempted  to  kill  himself  with  laudanum.  For  this  purpose  he 
purchased  two  ounces  of  laudanum  and  nearly  a  pint  of  whiskey ; 
took  them  to  his  room,  and  in  the  evening,  drank  about  half  of 
the  whisky  and  all  the  laudanum.  He  also  took  the  same  evening 
an  ounoe  of  a  mixture  of  Tinct.  Hyosciamus,  Tinct.  OpiL  and 
Tinct.  of  Camphor  about  equal  parts,  and  went  to  bed.  The 
next  morning  he  was  found  in  bed  sleeping  rather  soundly,  with 
face  purplish  or  of  a  livid  color.  A  physician  was  called,  who 
attempted  to  give  an  emetic.  But  the  patient  aroused  up  and  posi- 
tively refused  to  take  any  medicine,  saying  that  he  knew  what  he 
wanted.     Dr.  Palmer  saw  him  in  the  afternoon. 

The  pupil  of  the  eye  was  strongly  contracted,  and  the  patient 
sleepy  though  easily  roused.  He  drank  freely  of  tea  and  coflbe, 
and  recovered  without  any  vomiting  or  dangerous  symptoms.  He 
had  retention  of  urine,  however,  and  symptoms  of  delirium  tre- 
mens for  two  or  three  days. 

The  question  how  &r  the  co-incident  use  of  alcoholic  drinks 
and  incipient  insanity  or  delirium  is  capable  of  counteracting  the 
effects  of  opium  on  the  system,  was  discussed  by  members  of  the 
Society,  but  elicited  no  additional  facts  of  importance. 

The  following  case  recently  sent  us  by  Dr.  Dodson,  has  a  bear- 
ing on  the  same  question,  and  on  that  account,  may  be  of 
interest  to  the  reader. 


ARTICLE  III. — A  Case  of  Lunactj — EDsning  neglect  of  treatment 
in  the  hands  of  a  Ilomocopathist,  succcssfollj  treated  at  Morris,  111. 
By  B.  E.  DoDsoN,  M.  D. 

M^s.  E.,  aged  88,  was  taken  with  billions  intermittent  fever 
about  the  11th  of  August — she  sent  for  a  Homoeopathic  doctor* 
She  had  at  the  time,  her  catamenal  period.  A  few  days  after  the 
commencement  of  treatment,  a  suppression  of  the  discharge  took 
place — a  few  days  after  which,  a  transition  of  the  disease  to  the 
brain  was  manifest.  That  treatment  was  continued  up  J;o  the  19th^ 
daring  which  time  the  lady  was  a  raving  maniac,  sometimes  con- 
templating the  destruction  of  her  children,  &c.  As  the  patie  nt 
was  fast  sinking  from  continual  incoherent  talking,  and  the  ravages 
of  the  disease,  at  the  request  of  the  Father  of  the  patient,  the 
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Homoeopaihic  doctor  was  discharged,  and  I  was  called.  August  19, 
10  o'clock  A.  M.,  found  the  patient  with  pulse  140,  skin  cadaye- 
reus  and  cold,  extremities  cold,  tongue  coated  with  dark,  brown, 
heavy  coat,  patient  restless,  very  nervous — talking  all  the  time, 
incessantly,  and  perfectly  deranged,  with  obstinate  constipation  of 
the  bowels.  Administered  sulp.  morphine  4  grs.,  applied  large 
blister  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  sinapisms  to  the  hands  and 
feet. 

Evening  visit  found  her  a  little  more  composed — ^gave  snip,  of 
morphine  2  grs.,  ordered  the  nurse  not  to  allow  her  to  disturb  the 
blister  or  mustard  plasters,  which  she  was  disposed  to  tear  off. 

20th,  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  patient  still  delirious,  a  maniac, 
bad  torn  off  blister  and  plasters,  was  perfectly  uncontrolable  (at 
this  visit  my  father-in  law,  Dr.  Edwards,  was  with  me),  ordered  the 
hair  to  be  shaved  off  the  head,  re-applied  blister,  covered  with 
tart,  emetic,  first  rubbed  the  skin  with  oil  of  turpentine,  tied  the 
patient  in  straight  jacket — gave  80  grs.  of  sub.  murias  hydrarg 
with  sulph  morphine  3  grs. 

Evening  visit,  no  change,  gave  60  grs.  sub.  murias  hjdrarg,  with 
sulp.  of  morphine  2  grs. 

21st,  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  found  patient  in  a  moist  sweat,  pulse 
130,  more  composed — ordered  apperients,  composed  of  salts 
and  senna,  and  continued  until  the  bowels  move. 

Evening  visit,  patient  better,  would  answer  some  questions, 
bowels  had  been  evacuated  four  or  five  times,  skin  and  tongue  moist, 
pulse  120,  gave  sulp.  of  morphine  2  grs.,  extract  of  bella- 
donna, ^  gr. 

22d,  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,  patient  improving,  pulse  100,  called 
for  food,  blister  very  sore  and  painful,  poulticed  the  blistered 
surface ;  ordered  gruel,  and  powders  every  four  hours,  composed 
)f  sub.  murias  hydrarg.  2  grs.,  sulp.  of  morphine  ^  gr.,  and  con- 
iinued  belladonna  in  J  gr.  doses,  every  four  hours. 

Continued  above  treatment  three  days,  patient  growing  more 
compoaed  and  rational,  (had  taken  off  straight  jacket  on  the  morn- 
ing of  22d),  slight  ptyalism  induced,  gave  salts  and  senna,  mo^ed 
the  bowels,  gave  a  few  doses  of  sulp.  quinine  and  opiumi  daring 
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Ae  25t!h)  S6th,  and  27th,  and  discharged  the  patient,  August 
28th,  perfectly  restored. 

Now  the  question  may  be  asked,  why  we  would  continue  to 
give  sulp.  of  morphine  in  four  gr.  doses,  and  140  grs.  sub.  murias 
faydwrg  within  twelve  hours,  and  continue  morphine  in  two  and 
three  grs.  doses,  kc.  In  answer  I  will  simply  say,  that  I  con- 
sidered to  save  my  patient  from  permanent  lunacy,  a  prompt 
work  had  to  be  done ;  and  that  potent  remedies  M^ere  the  means  to 
be  used  ;  and  further  that  I  believed  the  absorbents  to  be  about  in 
the  condition  that  I  would  expect  to  find  themj  in  a  continued 
neglected  case  of  mania  a  potu,  and  I  applied  my  remedies  accord* 
ingly,  and  tbe  sequel  bears  me  witness  that  my  diagnosis  was 
correct. 


ARTICLE  IV.— ^  Case  of  Inverted  Uterus, 

Was  called  to  see  Mrs.  M.,  Tuesday  evening,  the  27th  of  last 
August,  found  a  feeble  attenuated  female,  about  80  years  of  age ; 
upon  enquiring  as  to  the  nature  of  her  complaint,  ascertained  that 
^he  had  been  delivered  of  a  living  infant,  the  Saturday  evening 
previous ;  that  after  delivery  she  had  repeated  fainting  fits,  with 
continuous  excruciating  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen, 
the  midwife  declaring  that  she  (the  patient)  was  about  having 
another  baby,  as  she  had  felt  and  continued  to  feel  its  head  in  the 
passage. 

This  history,  of  course,  incited  an  examination  of  the  vagina, 
sure  enough  there  was  something  there  filling  the  passage,  and 
coxresponding  in  size  to  the  head  of  a  foetus,  but  the  tumor  was 
bleeding,  and  not  quite  so  hard  as  a  foetal  head ;  no  fontanella 
could  be  felt,  neither  could  any  os  uteri  be  discovered.  The  mid- 
wife stated  that  she  found  this  condition  after  she  had  taken,  or  in 
the  act  of  taking  the  afterbirth,  and  then  thought  it  was  the 
patient's  stomach  coming  down,  she  positively  denied  having  made 
any  traction  on  the  cord. 

Upon  passing  the  tumor  upwards  in  the  axis  of  the  pelvis,  there 
was  a  perfect  cataract  of  warm  fiiaid,  flowing  oyer  the  hand,  and 
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deluging  the  bed,  eyidcntly  the  contents  of  a  distended  bladder. 
Handling  the  tumor,  and  any  degree  of  pressure  upon  it  called 
forth  piteous  exclamations  from  the  poor  woman.  The  pulse  of 
the  patient  was  rapid  and  feeble,  the  countenance  expressive  of 
great  anguish.  Examination  of  the  hypogastric  region  gave  no 
indication  of  the  presence  of  a  post  partum  uterus,  generally  eo 
prominent  in  that  region  after  recent  parturition. 

A  consultation  was  immediately  demanded  after  unsuccessful 
efforts  to  reduce  the  tumor,  intimating  at  the  same  time  to  the 
friends,  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  the  woman's  critical  condition, 
they  requested  me  to  do  all  that  could  be  done.  I  therefore  went 
in  pursuit  of  professional  aid,  after  putting  a  bottle  of  chloroform 
in  my  pocket,  determining  not  to  forestal  the  medical  opinion  of 
the  gentleman,  by  any  intimation  of  the  nature  of  the  case,  merely 
stating  it  as  an  obstetrical  case.  "What  is  the  matter  here  ?"  quoth 
the  Dr.  "  Matter  enough  yer  honor,  the  lassie  has  had  a  bit  of  a 
babe  last  Saturday,  and  now  there  is  another  one,  but  it  will  not 
come  at  all  at  all,"  replied  the  old  Granny.  Then  she  has  had  a 
child}  I  thought  that  was  the  difficulty.  Will  you  examine  the 
vagina  Dr.  An  inverted  uterus  !  exclaims  the  Dr.,  yes  I  replied 
total  inversion,  this  he  affirmed  with  the  remark,  that  there  was 
only  one  remedy,  viz.,  reduction.  Have  you  chloroform  ?  I  have: 
After  fully  acquainting  her  friends  with  her  perilous  condition, 
and  giving  her  an  opportunity  of  being  shrived  by  the  priest,  we 
got  her  fully  under  the  influence  of  chloroform ;  but  after  every 
manipulation  that  was  thought  of  had  been  resorted  to,  we  fiuled 
to  reduce  it.  It  continued  hard,  and  unyielding;  grasping  the  tumor 
in  the  hand,  (as  far  as  its  bulk  would  allow),  and  by  this  means 
squeezing  the  blood  out,  signally  failed  also,  so  that  much  to  our 
regret,  we  had  to  abandon  all  further  efforts  at  reduction,  and  only 
hoped  that  what  we  failed  to  do  might  be  accomplished  by  some 
effort  of  nature. 

Wednesday  morning,  the  woman  ^says  that  she  is  free  from  pun, 
pulse  rapid,  skin  hot,  slept  some  during  the  nighty  incontioenoe  of 
urine,  tumor  in  statu  quo,  still  bleeding,  no  appetite,  ordoied 
wine  and  beef  tea. 
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Thursday,  much  the  same,  excepting  skin  not  so  hot,  tongue 
clean,  incontinence  of  nrine  continaes,  tumor  has  ceased  to  bleed, 
no  appetite,  to  continue  diet  as  above. 

Friday,  more  feeble,  and  emaciated,  looks  wild,  says  she  has  no 
pain,  other  appearances  the  same.  Sunday  morning,  is  delirious, 
can  hardly  be  kept  in  bed,  talking  incessantly,  tender  abdomen, 
hot  skin,  in  fact  fever  has  set  in,  will  not  take  nourishment,  no- 
thing but  water. 

Monday,  is  sinking  into  a  typhoid  condition,  is  so  violent,  as 
to  be  almost  unmanagable,  indifferent  attention  to  her,  the  nurse 
and  friends  afraid  of  her,  my  directions  so  indifferently  attended 
to,  that  I  ceased  to  visit, — ^she  died  the  following  Monday. 

The  friends  were  averse  to  a  post  mortem^  I  suppose,  for  they 
promised  to  advise  me  of  her  death,  with  this  view-^but  which  I 
did  not  ascertain  until  after  her  burial. 

Remarks. — It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  so  much  antipathy 
exists  against  post  mortems^  by  the  community  generally ;  this 
case  would  have  been  doubly  interesting,  if  the  condition  of  the 
parts  had  been  declared  by  actual  inspection.  I  am  fully  satisfied 
in  my  own  mind,  that  it  was  complete  inversion,  though  my  friend, 
upon  hunting  up  authorities,  thinks,  that  to  have  been  total  inver- 
sion, t}ie  tumor  would  have  projected  beyond  the  vulva.  But  if  it 
had  been  only  partial,  the  efforts  that  we  made  would  no  doubt 
have  restored  it,  and  besides  in  partial  inversion,  the  os  uteri 
ought  to  have  been  discovered  grasping  some  part  of  tbe  inversion. 
Also  upon  pressing  up  the  tumor  in  the  vagina,  and  then  by 
counter  pressure  upon  the  abdominal  walls,  a  distinctly  defined 
ring,  or  indenture  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  could  be 
detected  through  the  abdominal  walls. 

The  tumor  in  the  vagina  was  slightly  smaller  at  its  upper  part, 
bat  too  large  even  there  to  be  grasped  fully  by  the  hand,  and  did 
not  terminate  in  a  constricted  part,  but  lost  itself  in  the  walls  of 
the  vagina;  the  lower  part  was  just  within  the  vulva. 

HiNRT   RiTCHlS. 

5G 
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ARTICLE  Y.—Tht  Lake  Superior  Region  Favorable  to  Htaiik  and 
Longmtf.  By  W.  B.  HsRRicKy  M.  D. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  correct  conclasions  upon  the  influenoe  of 
the  climate  of  any  region  upon  health,  it  is  all  important  that 
certain  Meteorological  phenomena,  such  as  the  temperature  and 
barometrical  changes,  the  humidity,  density,  purity,  and  other 
conditions  of  the  atmosphere  be  closely  and  accurately  observed ; 
and,  that  the  separate  and  combined  influences  in  modifying  yital 
action,  both  in  health  and  disease  bo  thoroughly  iuTeetigated  and 
determined. 

A  comparison  of  the  following  observations  made  al  Fort 
Wilkins,  Keweenaw  Point,  on  Lake  Superior,  and  at  Fort  Snelling, 
on  the  Mississippi,  shows,  most  conclusively,  how  great  are  the 
modifying  influences  of  the  large  bodies  of  water  in  the  re^on  of 
Lake  Superior,  in  tempering  its  climate : 

Latitade.  Mean  Temperature.  Wiator.  B«B»er. 

Fort  Wilkins,  47^30'     41^46'     24^88'  58^61' 

Fort  Snelling,  44^63'     44*^8'       16^3'  Tl'^Oe' 

Extremes  at  Fort  Wilkins,  9*—  93^ 

*'            "      Snelling,  23«—  116* 

By  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  at  Fort  Wilkins  on  Lake 
Superior,  nearly  three  degrees  north  of  Fort  Snelling  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, the  mean  temperature  is  nearly  the  same,  but,  that  it  is 
8^  63'  colder  in  winter  and  IS'^S!'  warmer  in  summer  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi  than  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
that  at  Fort;.  Wilkins  the  thermometer  did  not  at  any  one  time  &1I 
lower  in  winter  than  9°  below,  or  rise  higher  in  summer  than  OS"" 
above ;  yet  at  Fort  Snelling,  it  ranged  from  28''  below  in  winter, 
to  115®  ab<)ve  zero  in  summer. 

This  remarkable  diflerence  in  the  range  of  the  thermometer  at 
two  points,  nearly  in  the  same  latitude,  and  about  the  same  dis- 
tance from  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic,  is  produced  by  several 
causes,  the  most  important  of  which  is,  doubtless,  that  resulting 
fW>m  the  fact  that  but  few,  if  any,  bodies  of  water  exist  to  modify 
the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  of  the  vast  prairies  bordering 
upon  and  extending  hundreds  of  miles  in  every  direction  from  the 
Mississippi,  whilst  on  the  contrary,  numerous  and  vast  bodies  of 
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fresh  water  abound  everywhere  in,  and  surround  in  every  diree- 
iion  the  Lake  Superior  region,  cooling  the  atmosphere  by  oontact| 
and  the  absorption  of  heat  by  evaporation  in  summer,  and  warm- 
ing it  in  winter  by  the  liberation  of  latent  heat,  during  the  con- 
gelation of  vapor  and  water  to  form  vast  bodies  of  snow  and  ioe. 
Another  reason,  not  referred  to  before  by  vrriters  so  far  as  we 
know,  modifying  the  temperature  of  this  region,  results,  doubtless, 
from  the  fact,  that  in  the  line  extending  from  IJake  Superior  to 
the  Pacific,  nearly  in  the  course  of  Stevens'  Survey,  there  are  but 
slight  if  any  mountain  barriers,  to  obstruct  the  ftee  passage  of 
atmospheric  currents  from  the  equable  and  congenial  climate  of 
Washington  Territory. 

Barometric  changes  as  well  as  those  of  temperature,  influence 
doubtless  the  vital  functions  of  animals,  to  such  an  extent  at  least, 
as  to  require  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  all  investigations 
regarding  the  influence  of  climate  upon  health.  We  are  not  able 
at  this  time  to  avail  ourselves  of  statistics,  if  any  exist,  by  which 
to  show  variations  in  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  in  this  region ; 
jet  there  are  certain  curious  phenomena  presented  in  the  sudden 
rise  and  fall  of  water  incur  lakes,  and  especially  in  Lake  Superior; 
which  to  my  mind  can  be  most  rationally  explained,  by  supposing 
that  they  are  the  result  of  varying  amounts  of  atmospheric  pres- 
sure, acting  upon  their  surfaces  at  varied  times  and  in  different 
localities.       * 

Concerning  these  remarkable  phenomena,  Messrs.  Foster  and 
Whitney,  in  their  geological  report,  published  in  1850,  make  the 
following  remarks : 

''  Lake  Superior  possesses  all  of  the  sublimity  of  the  ocean. 
In  gazing  on  its  surface,  whether  stretched  out  like  a  vast  mirror, 
reflecting  the  varying  tints  of  the  sky,  or  ruffled  by  gently  curl- 
ing waves,  or  lashed  by  the  fury  of  the  storm,  the  beholder  is 
alike  impressed  with  a  feeling  of  the  grand  and  the  infinite.  Dur- 
ing a  residence  of  several  summers  on  its  borders,  ouj;  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  fluctuations  in  the  level  of  its  waters ; 
and,  while  we  have  failed  to  detect  any  ebb  and  flow  correspond- 
ing with  the  tidal  action,  we  have,  on  the  other  hand,  noticed 
certain  extraordinary  swells  which  appear  to  be  independent  of 
{he  action  of  the  sun  and  moon. 

^'  These  risings  attracted  the  attention  of  the  earliest  voyagers, 
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and  ihey  have  not  fiuled  to  record  their  obeervatlons  witk  m  mr- 
nuteness  worthy  of  commendation. 

<<  In  the  Bektion  for  1670-71,  Dablon  uses  the  following 
language :  '  As  to  the  tides,  it  is  di£Scult  to  lay  down  any  comet 
rule.  At  one  time  we  have  found  the  motion  of  tiie  waters  to  be 
regular,  and  at  others  extremely  fluctuating.  We  ha^e  noticed, 
however,  that  at  full  moon  and  new  moon  the  tides  change  once  a 
day  for  eight  or  ten  days,  while,  during  the  remaining  time,  there 
is  hardly  any  change  perceptible.  Three  things  are  remarkable : 
first,  that  the  currents  set  almost  constantly  in  one  direction,  Tir : 
towards  lake  Michigan,  which  does  not  prevent  their  ordinary  rise 
and  fall ;  second,  that  they  almost  invariably  set  against  the 
wind — sometimes  with  as  much  force  as  the  tides  at  Quebec — and 
we  have  seen  ice  moving  against  the  wind  as  fast  as  boats  under 
full  sail ;  third,  that  among  these  currents  we  have  discovered  the 
emission  of  a  quantity  of  water  which  seems  to  spring  up  firom 
the  bottom !' '' 

Dablon,  the  writer  last  quoted,  attempts  to  account  in  part  bit 
these  changes  by  assuming  that  there  are  underground  passages 
leading  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  lower  lakes.  Such  a  snpposi- 
tion,  which,  for  various  reasons,  the  writer  considers  untenable, 
would  favor  the  theory  that  these  changes  are  produced  in  irhole, 
or  i&  part,  by  varying  weight  of  the  atmosphere  at  different  times 
and  localities. 

The  following  quotation  from  the  work  referred  to^above,  is,  as 
it  seems  to  the  writer,  nearly  conclusive  in  the  support  of  this 
view : 

'' Professor  Mather,  who  observed  the  barometer  at   CSopper 

Harbor  during  the  prevalence  of  one  of  these  fluctuations,  oas 

published  the  results  of  his  observations.    He  remarks  :  ^  As  a 

general  thins,  fluctuations  in  the  barometer  accompanied  the  flue* 

tuations  in  the  level  of  the  water ;  but  sometimes  the  water  level 

varied  rapidly  in  the  harbor,  while  no  such  variations  occomd 

in  the  barometer  at  the  place  of  observation.     The  variations  in 

'^he  level  of  the  water  may  be  caused  by  varied  barometric  pressure 

»f  the  air  on  the  water,  either  at  the  place  of  observation  or  at 

ome  distsSht  points*    A  local  increased  pressure  of  the  atmosphere 

kt  the  place  of  observation  would  lower  tne  water  level  where  there 

:s  a  wide  expanse  of  water,  or  a  diminished  pressure  under  the 

same  circumstances  would  cause  the  water  to  rise  above  its  usual 

level.'  "  I 

Admitting  the  correctness  of  this  vieW;  and  it  would  require 
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bat  a  few  obsenrations  made  with  the  proper  instruments  on  the 
shores  of  thi3  or  any  other  lake  to  test  ite  tmih  or  fiilhioy,  and 
we  have  the  reciprocal  action  of  the  water  below  upon  the  atmos- 
phere above,  acting  in  snch  a  manner  as  to  modify  the  pressure  of 
the  atmosphere,  making  it  greater  or  less  according  as  the  water 
is  higher  or  lower ;  thus  making  the  action  of  the  lakes  in  this 
region  important  agents  to  modify  barometric  pressure  as  well  as 
temperature ;  and,  additional  contributors  to  health  and  longevity, 
by  preventing,  measurably,  those  excessive  barometric  changes  so 
detrimental  to  life  and  health. 

The  hydrometric  condition  of  the  atmosphere  o!  this  Lake 
Superior  region,  is  so  far  as  we  know,  a  subject  still  waiting  for 
and  requiring  investigation,  hence  we  will  state  briefly  what  are 
some  of  its  geographical  and  geological  features,  which  must,  in 
conformity  with  well  known  natural  laws,  have  the  greatest  influ- 
ence in  modifying  the  hydrometric  condition  of  the  atmosphere. 
The  numerous  bodies  of  water  which  surround  Lake  Superior  in 
every  direction,  added  to  its  own  broad  expanse,  present  an  evapo- 
rating surface  to  the  sun  and  air,  such  as  must  facilitate  to  a 
remarkable  degree  the  accumulation  of  watery  vapor  in  the  atmos- 
phere of  this  region,  yet  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing,  as 
seems  to  be  the  general  impression  of  the  inhabitants  here,  that 
extremes  of  humidity  as  well  as  dryness  seldom,  if  ever,  oc- 
cur. Among  the  most  important  modifying  influences  affecting 
atmospheric  humidity  is,  doubtless,  the  charater  of  the  country 
bordering  upon  the  coast.  Upon  this  subject  Pro£  Agassiz 
remarks  as  follows : 

^'  The  general  shape  of  Lake  Superior  is  that  of  a  crescent. 
Sut  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  it  bounded  by  curved 
lines.  Its  shores  are  combinations  of  successive  sets  of  straight 
parallel  lines,  determined  in  each  instance  by  a  peculiar  system  of 
trap-dykes.  These  dykes  have  five  general  airections,  and  the 
outlines  of  the  shores  are  determined  by  their  combinations.'' 

The  mountains  and  highlands  of  this  region  are  not  elevated  to 
ft  height  sufficient  to  lower  to  any  great  extent  the  temperature  of 
the  atmosphere  passing  over  them,  yet  their  broken  and  irreguhur 
outlines  as  well  as  the  angularity  of  their  junction  one  with  an- 
other constitute  numerous  projecting  barriers  imperfectly  separ- 
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ated  by  corresponding  depressions,  by  wbieb  all  atmosph^c  cir- 
rents  are  broken  up  and  changed  in  their  direction  to  audi  an 
extent  that  the  unfortunate  coaster  frequently  finds  biflaself  sud- 
denly checked  in  his  own  onward  course,  and  his  sail  flappiBg 
between  two  atmospheric  currents,  coming  from  opposite  points  <^ 
the  compass,  or  what  is  less'  common,  perhaps  he  finds  himself 
suddenly  drenched  by  rain  or  enveloped  in  fog  resulting  from  the 
sudden  condensation  of  watery  vapor,  previously  suspended  in  oae 
or  the  other  of  two  atmospheric  currents,  uncongenial  both  in 
humidity  and  temperature,  which  have  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
mot,  in  their  passage  to  and  from  different  elevations  of  old  Supe- 
rior's castle-walled  and  terraced  coast.    In  view  of  the  beta  here 
presented,  it  is  evident  that  in  an  atmosphere  in  which  tihe  ev- 
rents  are  so  varied  and  unlike  in  direction,  temperature  and 
humidity,  no  great  excess  of  watery  vapor  can  be  accumulaled  or 
remain  suspended  for  any  length  of  time,  without  being  afieoled 
by  one  or  the  other  of  these  numerous  condensing  causes. 

Another  influence  which  is  very  efficient,  doubtless,  as  a  pre- 
ventive to  the  excessive  accumulation  of  watery  vapor  ia  the 
atmosphere  of  this  region,  is  the  remarkably  low  temperatue  of 
the  water  of  the  lake.  An  accurate  and  careful  ezperimeiiter 
states  that  he  found  the  temperature  of  the  water  of  Lake 
Superior,  during  the  summer,  a  fathom  or  two  below  the  aurfiMse, 
but  a  few  degrees  above  the  freezing  point 

This  low  temperature  of  the  water  has  an  important  infiaeaee 
upon  the  atmosphere  both  in  directing  its  current  and  modif^g 
its  humidity.  A  well  known  atmospheric  phenomena  of  this  re- 
gion, is  the  land  breeze,  caused  doubtless  by  difference  of  temper- 
ature in  the  atmosphere  over  tho  water  and  upon  the  surroandiDg 
highlands,  by  which  an  almost  constantly  recurring  nighUy  ear- 
rent  is  produced  of  the  more  dense  air  of  the  mountains,  towards 
that  which  is  comparatively  raro  covering  the  lake. 

With  regard  to  the  purity  of  tho  Lake  Superior  atmosphere,  it 
may  be  stated  in  brief,  that  the  sources  from  which  the  deleterioas 
gases  of  regions  less  favored .  in  this  respect,  originate,  do  not 
exist  in  this  region. 

Its  geological  formations  being  as  they  are  for  Uie  most  part 
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primitive;  and  the  comparatively  low  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere, are  ciroomstances  which  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  gene- 
ration of  gases  from  decomposing  organic  or  other  matter  sufficient 
to  change  it  in  any  perceptible  degree  from  its  normal  con- 
stitution. 

Its  purity  is  also  manifest  in  its  invigorating  effects  upon  man  and 
other  animals ;  as  also  in  its  remarkable  transparency,  mani- 
fested in  the  extent  of  the  field  of  vision,  and  the  softened  translu- 
cenoe  of  a  Lake  Superior  sky. 

The  above  &cts  being  such  only,  as  a  recently  inhabited  country 
affords,  are  necessarily  few  in  number,  and  imperfectly  classified, 
yet  the  writer  believes  they  are  sufficient  to  justify  the  following 
conclusions,  in  regard  to  the  temperature,  humidity  and  purity  of 
the  atmosphere  of  this  country.  First,  as  regards  temperature, 
it  is  evident  that  the  average  an^ount  of  cold  during  the  year,  and 
the  extremes  of  heat  in  summer,  and  of  cold  in  winter,  are  less, 
than  in  any  other  region  in  this  country,  east  of  the  Bocky  Moun- 
tains ;  in  the  same  latitude  either  east  or  west. 

Secondly,  the  facts  and  circumstances  which  have  been  mention^ 
ed,  as  having  the  most  influence  in  determining  the  amount  of 
pressure  exerted  by  the  atmosphere  at  different  times  and  places, 
are  such  as  to  indicate  that  barometric  changes  are  never  ex- 
cessive. 

Thirdly,  it  is  evident  that  the  vast  bodies  of  water  in  this  region, 
ftamish  such  a  widely  extended  evaporating  surface,  as  to  favor  a 
suspension,  in  the  atmosphere  of  an  excess  of  watery  vapor ;  yet 
the  causes  which  have  a  tendency  to  produce  condensation,  are  so 
varied  and  numerous  as  to  effectually  prevent  frequent  or  long  con- 
tinued excessive  humidity. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  simply  state,  that  it  must  be  apparent  to 
all,  that  no  causes  favorable  to  the  production  of  impurities  in  the 
atmosphere  of  this  region  exist,  therefore  no  argument  is  required 
upon  this  point. 

The  inevitable  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the  facts  and  rea- 
sons thus  briefly  and  hastily  adducM,  are  that  the  region  of  Lake 
Superior  is  one  highly  favorable  to  the  preservation  of  health  and 
long  continuance  of  life ;  being  as  it  is,  well  adapted,  both  geogra- 
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phioally  and  geologically  to  the  preservation  if  not  to  generatmi 
of  animals :  and  having  as  it  has,  a  pure  atmosphere,  in  whidi 
tho  thennometrical,  barometrical,  and  hjdrometrical  changes  are 
never  excessive. 


SELECTIONS. 


Observations  on  Scarlatina.    By  Hbkrt  Twsedy,  H.  D.,  ke. 

There  is  no  lack  at  present  of  able  and  useful  contributions  to 
our  medical  and  surgical  literature,  but  all  must  admit  that  it  is 
of  the  first  importance  that  practical  met  (many  of  whom  have 
neither  time  nor  taste  for  writing  learned  and  lengthened  essays) 
should  be  encouraged  in  every  possible  way  to  write  as  briefly  and 
as  plainly  as  they  please  upon  points  of  practice  not  generally 
adopted,  and  the  correctness  of  which  has  been  proved  in  perhaps 
hundreds  of  unpublished  cases. 

The  following  observations  upon  scarlatina  shall  be  confined  to 
three  points  of  practice : — 

1st.  Early  PuRQATrvEs. 

2d.  Cold  Drinks. 

8d.  The  Application  of  Kitratb  of  Suvbr. 

I  have  had  extensive  opportunity  of  witnessing  and  treating 
eruptive  diseases  when  on  different  occasions  they  severallv  assumed 
the  form  of  an  epidemic  in  Dublin.  Of  scarlatina,  which  is  justly 
considered  the  most  formidable,  I  do  in  truth  declare  that,  to  the 
best  of  my  belief,  not  a  single  case,  for  the  last  ten  years,  proved 
fatal  of  those  which  I  had  seen  within  twenty-four  hours  of  the 
commencement  of  the  attack,  and  which  had  not  previously  been 
put  under  treatment  Humanly  speaking,  the  cause  of  such  suc- 
cess has  been  that  I  have  long  held  in  deep  abhorrence  an  earfy 
apperient  in  any  form  of  eruptive  disease.  I  state  it  advisedly  as 
my  opinion,  and  one  not  hastily  formed,  that  a  smart  porffativo 
draught  is  in  itself  sufficient  to  convert  a  case  of  mild  scanatina 
into  a  malignant,  and,  in  all  probability,  a  fatal  one.  To  my  mind 
^  not  difficult  to  assign  a  reason  as  to  how  and  why  this  should 

le  primary  stage  of  every  disease,  whether  medical  or  surgical, 

Bammatory,  and  this  supposes  the  diminution — in  some  in- 

oes,  the  almost  entire  suspepsion — of  all  the  secretions.     The 

^ous  membranes,  which  in  health  are  always  moist,  become  in 

J  early  stage  of  fever,  and  more  especially  the  eruptive  fevers, 

y,  rough,  and  parched.    An  irritating  purgative  which|  in  hon- 
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dreds  of  cases,  forms  the  groundwork  of  the  treatment,  increases 
considerably  this  state  of  things,  and  therefore  should  by  all  means 
be  avoided ;  whereas  medicines  which  tend  to  relieve  the  skin, 
subdue  the  fever,  and  restore  the  secretions,  will,  in  almost  every 
instance,  cause  the  bowels  to  act  freely  and  naturally  — Should 
such  fail  to  be  the  case,  a  mild  aperient,  about  the  conclusion  of 
the  third  day,  will  seldom  fail  in  accomplishing  all  the  indications 
required. 

I  consider  this  point  one  of  great  practical  importance,  involv- 
ing the  lives  of  many  of  our  fellow-creatures  I  have  for  years 
felt  it  my  duty  to  warn  parents,  guardians,  and  proprietors  of 
schools,  &c.,  against  the  objectionable  and  most  dangerous  practice 
so  often  adopted,  of  giving  aperient  medicines  during  the  preva- 
lence of  an  epidemic.  They  i  ave,  to  say  the  least  of  them,  in 
numerous  cases,  done  irreparable  harm,  lessening  considerably,  if 
not  altogether  destroying,  all  hopes  of  a  good  and  complete  re- 
covery. 

I  cannot  say  that  in  one  solitary  case  for  the  last  ten  years  I 
ever  ordered  a  particle  of  aperient  medicine  before  the  eruption 
was  not  only  fully  and  fairly  established,  but  further,  beginning  to 
decline ;  and  I  do  positively  assert  that  I  never  had  cause  to 
regret  it.  The  bowels  have,  in  many  cases,  been  most  satisfac- 
torily relieved  by  medicines  given  with  a  totally  diflferent  object, 
and  in  all  the  patients  did  well. 

The  medicine  of  all   others  on  which  I  rely  most,  and  the  effi- 
cacy of  which,  in  many  diseases,  is  so  far  greater  than  is  generally 
known,  is   ipecacuanha.     For  a  strong  robust   child  of  10  or  12 
years  of  age,  I  should  order  the  following  mixture : — 
H     Aq.  distil,   gvii. 
Pulv-  ipecac,  gr.  vi. 
Syrupi  croci  3j.  M. 

One  tablespoonful  to  be  taken  every  second   hour.     The  dose 
of  the  medicine  should  be  increased  or  diminished  in  proportion  to 
the  age  of  the  patient  and  the  effect  produced. 
Cold  Drinks. 

In  connection  with  eruptive  and  inflammatory  fevers  generally, 
it  may  be  well  to  mention  that  the  objection  entertained  by  many 
to  cold  water  as  a  drink,  is,  in  my  opinion,  wholly  untenable.  I 
cannot  possibly  say  in  how  many  cases  of  scarlatina,  measles,  and 
other  eruptive  diseases,  whether  in  adult  or  child,  I  have  given 
the  attendants  full  permission  to  give  the  patients  cold  water  to 
any  extent  desiied  by  them.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  for  the  last 
ten  years  it  has  been,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions,  my  in- 
variable rule.  I  am  thankful  to  say,  that  not  a  solitary  ca^e  has 
occurred  which  caused  me  to  regret  it  On  the  contrary,  it  has 
always  proved  not  only  a  safe,  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  use- 
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fal,  and  certainly  the  most  agreeable  drink  I  could  poasiblj 
employ. 

While  strongly  advocating  the  propriety  of  giving  patients  as 
much  cold  water  as  they  could  possibly  desire  during  the  inflam- 
matory stage  of  fever,  I  am  not  to  be  supposed  to  say  that  I  shottld 
order  every  (or  any)  patient  to  drink  quantities  of  this  flaid 
against  his  will :  quite  the  contrary.  There  are  to  be  found  some, 
especially  in  the  upper  ranks  of  life  (I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw 
one  in  the  lower),  who,  whether  in  sickness  or  in  health,  have  an 
intolerable  aversion  to  cold  water  as  a  drink.  I  have  before  mj 
mind  the  name  of  some  such,  who  have  repeatedly  acknowledged 
to  me  that  never  in  their  lives  did  they  drink  one  glass  of  plain 
cold  water  at  a  time.  With  such  I  did  not  press  the  remedy,  and 
each  did  well  taking  large  quantities  of  warm  drinks  to  assuage 
their  intolerable  thirst. 

As  there  arq  physicians  favorable  to  early  purgatives,  so  there 
are  those  hostile  to  cold  drinks  in  the  first  stage  of  eruptive  fever*. 
My  observation  of  the  effects  of  both  remedies  in  a  large  number  of 
cases  has  led  to  the  following  conclusions  : — 

1st.  A  case  may  occur  in  which  a  purgative  might  be  called  fir 
as  the  foundation  of  treatment  in  early  fever,  but  I  must  ever 
maintain  that  such  case  is  the  exception,  and  not  the  rule. 

2d.  Gases  may  and  do  occur,  in  which  early  purgatives  in  fever 
do  no  apparent  mischief ;  on  the  contrary,  the  patients  progress 
satisfactorily. 

8d.  Constant  observation  forces  upon  me  the  conviction,  tb^: 
most  serious  consequences  are  produced  by  purgatives  in  the  ear!/ 
stage  of  eruptive  disease,  eventuating  in  the  must  startling  resoI'vS 
which,  in  my  opinion,  might  have  been  avoided  by  other  and  miUt: 
treatment. 

4th.  The  choice  of  warm  whey,  &c.,  or  cold  water,  may  safelj 
be  left  with  the  patient.  In  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  v- 
latter  will  be  preferred.  Gratifying  the  patient  in  the  matter  bis 
never  disappointed  me. 

Nitrate  of  Silver. 

The  third  consideration  \ivi th  reference  to  scarlatina,  whicn* 
desire  briefly  to  advert  to,  is  the  application  of  Nitrate  of  Silw- 
to  the  Fauces. 

I  believe  no  physician  doubts  the  eflicacy  of  this   remedy,  As- 
certain I  am  that  many  practitioners  might  nearly,  if  not  alter 
ther,  as  well  neglect  this  most  useful  and  powerful  agent,  as  J-- 
it  as  they  do.     There  are  many  who  never  apply  nitrate  of  sil^^ 
to  the  throat*  m   any  other  way  than  by  means  of  a  cameFs  *:.i 

Sencil.     Now  nothing  could  shake  me  in  my  conviction,  that  tt: 
reds  of  cases  of  scarlatina  have   proved   fatal  from   this   ^^ 
alone.    I  have  seen  ulcerated  sore  throats,  as  severe  as  pei^ 
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any  which  the  records  of  medicine  can  afford,  and  which  had 
brought  the  patients  suffering  from  them  to  the  very  confines  of 
the  grave.  Had  I  nothing  better  at  hand  than  a  camel's-hair 
pencil  for  applying  a  caustic  solution,  to  a  moral  certainly  they 
would  all  have  terminated  fatally. 

The  right  mode  in  my  judgement,  for  employing  this  great 
(I  might  almost  say  only)  remedy  in  this  extreme  case,  in  which 
hfe  is  all  but  extinct,  is  to  get  a  long  probe,  round  which  should 
be  rolled  a  piece  of  lint  This  should  be  allowed  to  stand  for 
about  one  minute  in  a  twenty-grain  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver. 
A  spatula  or  spoon  having  been  placed  on  the  tongue  to  depress 
it,  the  probe  should  be  passed  low  down  into  the  throat,  the  in- 
terior of  which  should  be  cleverly  rubbed  all  round.  Those  who 
have  practised  this  in  the  way  described  have  had  their  hearts 
gladdened  by  the  wondrous  change  in  a  moment  produced.  A 
sponge  attached  to  a  rod  of  whalebone  has  been  used  and  recom- 
mended by  many.  This,  though  infinitely  preferrable  to  a  camel's- 
hair  pencil,  is  open  to  objection  : — 1st.  The  same  sponge  should 
not  be  used  (though  I  have  seen  it  done)  for  more  than  one  pa- 
tient, and  we  often  meet  with  two,  three,  or  even  more  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  the  same  house.  2d.  There  is  a  difficulty  in  having 
the  sponge  kept  clean.  3d.  The  sponge  is  ten  times  more  disa- 
greeable to  the  patient ;  and  lastly,  it  does  not  answer  the  pur- 
pose so  well 

I  know  of  no  disease,  the  recoveries  from  which  have  astonished 
and  rejoiced  me  so  much  as  scarlatina.  No  case  should  be  des- 
paired of,  or  left  without  the  most  vigilant  care,  until  life  became 
wholly  and  unmistakably  extinct.  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that 
there  are  many  practitioners  who  have  reason  (upon  a  review  of 
past  experience  of  this  disease  above  all  others)  bitterly  to  regret 
the  course  they  pursued. — Like  croup,  it  runs  thmugh  its  stages 
quickly.  To  neglect  the  proper  treatment,  and  that  at  the  right 
moment,  or  to  employ  injurious  means,  is  an  error  never  to  be 
remedied. 

Some  time  since  I  was  attending  a  fine  boy,  aged  seven  years, 
in  Mounljoy-square.  He  labored  under  malignant  scarlatina. 
The  case  was  one  demanding  the  utmost  care  and  attention,  it  be- 
ing as  unpromising — I  might  perhaps  say  as  hopeless — a  case  as 
any  I  had  ever  seen.  Having  had  occasion  to  pass  the  house  at  a 
very  late  hour  of  the  night,  I  paid  my  little  patient  an  unexpect- 
ed visit  The  person  who  opened  the  hall-  door  announced  to  me 
her  belief  that  the  child  was  dead.  On  entering  the  room  I  be- 
held the  mournful  sight  of  a  fond  father  with  what  he  considered  to 
be  his  dead  son  lying  in  his  lap.  The  scene  was  one  not  soon  to 
be  foreotten.  On  a  very  close  examination,  I  could  clearly  perceive 
tihat  we  child  was  still  alive,  bat  no  more.    O'^e  drop  of  fluid  h» 
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could  not  swallow,  and  his  respiration  was  almost  imperceptible. 
I  instantly  applied  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  the  manner  I  bare  de- 
scribed ;  not,  I  must  say,  with  much,  (if  any)  expectation  of 
success.  The  effect  was  literally  miraculous.  An  immense 
quantity  of  mucus  and  lymph  adhered  to  the  lint ;  he  immediately 
breathed  freely,  before  I  left  the  house  drank  cold  water,  and  in 
the  providence  of  God  made  a  quick  and  complete  recovery. 

This  is  a  case  of  peculiar  interest,  pointing  out  distinctly  two 
important  points — viz.,  1st.  The  extreme  value  of  nitrate  of  silver 
when  properly  applied.  2d.  The  physician's  duty  in  never  turn- 
ing his  back  upon  his  patients,  and  saying  no  more  can  be  done, 
so  long  9S  the  smallest  appearance  of  life  remains. 

A  short  time  since  I  attended  a  family  in  North  Richmond 
street,  who  have  suffered  severely  from  scarlatina.  The  mother 
took  the  disease  from  her  children,  four  or  five  of  whom  were  ill 
together.  With  the  exception  of  one,  the  cases,  though  far  from 
being  mild,  were  not  alarmingly  severe.  In  the  eldest,  a  band- 
some  girl,  about  11  years  of  age,  the  disease  assumed  a  malignant 
type.  On  the  night  of  the  fourth'  or  fifth  day,  I  was  sent  for  in 
great  haste,  and  was  informed  by  the  messenger  that  my  patient 
was  dying.  On  entering  the  room  I  had  good  reason  for  fearing 
that  what  I  had  heard  was  but  too  true.  Iler  face  was  absolutely 
purple ;  her  respiration  so  painfully  difficult  that  she  required  to 
be  propped  up  with  pillows  in  her  bed;  an  intelligible  word  she 
could  not  utter,  and  swallowing  was  quite  out  of  the  question. 
I  lost  not  a  moment  in  applying  the  caustic  solution,  as  in  the 
last  case  mentioned,  and  with  similar  and  equally  happy  results. 
Her  recovery  was  everything  that  could  be  desired,  and  she  ia  now 
I  am  thankful  to  say,  a  healthy  young  lady,  full  oi  life  and  spirits* 

I  do  not  presume  to  say  that  the  man  who  adopts  the  foregoing 
treatment  must  necessarily  succeed  in  every  or  in  any  case ;  but 
this  much  I  must  say,  that  in  my  experience  it  has  proved  suc- 
cessful, ai^d  I  confidently  believe  that  none  who  adhere  to  it  will 
have  reason  to  regret  it. — Dublin  Medical  Press. 


Lecture  on  Materia  Medica.  Given  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians.  By  H.  Benge  Jones,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  Phyaidan 
to  St.  (reorge's  Hospital. 

ON  DIGITALIS. 

It  is  my  intention  to-day  to  take  as  my  subject  the  efl(»cts  of 

gitalis,  partly  on  account  of  the  interest  which  its  medicinal 

don  possesses,  partly  because  some   accurate  experiments  have 

itely  been  made  in  Germany  and  in  France  ron  the  um  of  this 
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medicine,  which,  so  far  as  I -know,  have  not  been  made  known 
here. 

This  volume  of  the  Archives  de  Physiohgie,  edited  by  M. 
Bouchardat,  containing  the  memoir  of  MM.  HomoIIe  and  Que« 
venne  on  Digitaliae  and  Digitalis,  might  alone  have  furnished  me 
with  the  materials  for  this  lecture ;  I  shall,  however,  bring  before 
you  not  only  the  most  important  facts  determined  by  these  inves- 
tigators ;  but  I  shall  first  relate  to  you  some  remarkable  results 
obtained  by  Dr.  Traube  of  Berlin,  respecting  the  action  of  digi- 
talis on  some  animals. 

The  experiments  of  Dr.  Traube  were  chiefly  made  on  dogs.  The 
infusion  of  digitalis  which  he  used  was  prepared  by  pouring  four 
ounces  of  boiliug  water  on  two  drachms  of  digitalis  leaves  ;  the 
infusion  was  carefully  filtered,  and  was  raised  to  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  body  before  it  was  injected  into  the  veins  by  a  syringe 
which  held  130  grains  of  spring  water.  Thus  each  syringe-full 
of  the  infusion  digitalis  would  contain  the  extract  from  about 
eight  grains  of  digitalis  leaves.  The  infusion  was  injected  into 
the  jugular  vein  towards  the  heart. 

A  strong  dog  had,  first,  a  syringe-full  of  warm  salt  and  water 
injected  into  the  vein.  The  pulse  was  slightly  accelerated  ;  then 
a  syringe-full  of  infusion  of  digitalis  was  injected,  and  in  one 
minute  the  pulse  fell  108  pulsations.  In  ten  minutes,  on  the 
pulse  rising,  two  thirds  of  a  syringe-fuU  more  were  injected,  and 
the  pulse  fell  28  beats.  This  was  again  repeated  ;  after  the  fifth 
syringe-full  the  pulse  rose  above  what  it  was  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  experiment. 

The  details  of  the  experimentmay  be  thus  given: — 

A.  M. 

The  injecting  tube  was  fixed  at 
Warm  salt  and  water  injected 
1st  syringe-full  of  digitalis 

2d  syringe,  two-thirds  full 

8d  syringe,  one  and  half  full 

4th  syringe-full,        -        -        - 
&tii  syringe-full,     ... 


At        9.17  dog  was  bled  to  death. 
In  this  experiment  the  effect  of  increasing  the  quantity  of  digi- 
talis are  very  remarkable. 

In  another  experiment,  the  same  fact  is  thus  made  evident : 
At  first  the  pulse  was  108.    With  two  and  one-third  syringes- 
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fall  the  pulse  fell  to  83.     With  two-thirds  of  a  syringe-fall  more, 
the  pulse  rose  to  202. 

In  a  third  experiment,  the  pulse  hefore  injection  was  132 : 
after  three  syringes-full,  it  wag  46 ;  after  four  sjringes-full  were 
injected,  it  was  192  ;  after  five  syringes-full,  it  rose  to  204. 

The  fourth  experiment  gave  the  same  result. 

In  the  fifth,  the  pulse  before  injection  was  128  ;  after  a  syringe 
and  a-half  was  injected,  the  pulse  fell  to  72 ;  after  nearly  four 
syringes-full,  the  pulse  rose  to  100;  after  five  syringes-full,  the 
pulse  reached  216.  The  dog  lived  eleven  hours  afterwards.  Two 
other  experiments  all  agreed  in  showing  that  the  first  action  of 
small  quantities  of  digitilis  injected  into  the  blood  was  to  reduce 
&e  pulsation  of  the  heart;  but  that,  when  the  quantity  of  digi- 
talis was  increased,  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  became  gready 
accelerated. 

Having  determined  this  action  of  digitalis,  Dr.  Traube  then 
endeavored  to  satisfy  himself  whether  this  effect  on  the  poise  de- 
pended on  the  action  of  the  digitalis  on  the  heart  directly,  or  on 
the  heart  through  the  pneumogastric  nerves.     One  series  of  ex- 

Seriments  was  made,   in    which  the   pneumogastric  nervee  were 
ividi'd  after  the  digitalis  was  injected,  and,  in  another  series,  the 
pneumogastrics  were  divided  before  the  injection  of  the  infusion. 

The  first  of  these  series  consisted  of  seven  experiments.  The 
following  may  be  taken  to  illustrate  the  effects : — 

When  the  pulse  was  reduced  by  the  action  of  the  injection  of  the 
infusion,  first  one,  and  then  the  other  pneumogastric  nerve  was 
divided;  and  the  results  are  thus  stated  : — 

The  pulse  before  the  injection  of  the  infusion  was  72 

'«      after  '*  ''  44  to  52 

Immediately,  on  sect,  of  left  vagus,  pulse  rose  to    92 
i«  ««  right    "  ^'  204 

In  another  experiment : 
Before  the  injection  of  the  infusion,  at  28  p.  m.,  the  pulse  was  121 
After  I  ofsyringe-fuU  at  2.11 

2.14 

*'  "  2.16 

a  a  2 17 

The  right  vagus  was  cut  at  2.19 

''  u  2  21 

'he  left  vagus  was  cut  at  2. 27 

The  same  result  was  obtained  by  dividing  both  pneumogastric 

rves  at  the  same  time.     In  all  the  seven  experiments,  after  the 

Ise  was  reduced  by  the  action  of  digitalis,  division  of  the  vagi 

-used  rapid  acceleration  of  the  heart's  action. 

When  the  pneumogastric  nerves  were  divided,  previooslj  to  tki 
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injection  of  the  infusion  of  digitalis,  the  redaction  of  the  pulse  was 
no  longer  observable. 

The  following  experiments  illustrate  the  results  which  were  then 
obtained : — 

P;  M. 

Both  pneumogastrics  were  divided  at  8.56  Pulse  was  180 
Haifa  syringe-full  was  injected 
Another  half  " 

One-third  syringe-full  " 
Half  a  syringe-  full  ' ' 
Haifa  syringe-full  " 
Half  a  syringe-full  " 
Twelve  experiments  gave  the  same  results. 
Before  injection,  after  division  of  vagi. 
Two  syringes-full  at  9.15  a.  m. 

"  917    "        Pulse  was  144 

"  9.19    "  *•    '  126  sys.  mur. 

"  9.20  very  loud  systolic  murmur. 

Second  sound  wanting. 
After  four  more  syringes-full.     Pulse  144. 
It  follows,  from  the  first  series  of  these  experiments,  that  digi- 
talis, in  small  quantity,   reduces  the  action  of  the  heart;  in  large 
quantity,  greatly  accelerates  it. 

It  follows,  from  the  second  series  of  these  experiments,  that 
when  the  digitalis  has  reduced  the  pulse,  division  of  the  vagi  will 
immediately  insure  acceleration. 

It  follows  from  the  third  series  of  these  experiments,  that  when 
ihe  vagi  are  divided,  digitalis  is  not  observed  to  produce  slowness 
of  the  pulse. 

In  the  interpretation  of  these  results,  two  fundamental  observa- 
tions by  other  physiologists  must  be  here  mentioned. 

E«  Weber  has  shown  that,  when  the  vagi  are  undivided,  a  feeble 
^electric  current  acting  on  the  medulla  oblongata  or  on  the  vagi, 
causes  a  diminution  of  the  contractions  of  the  heart. 

Ludwig  has  proved   that,  in  all  mammalia,  section  of  the  vagi 
in  the  neck  is  immediately  followed  by  increased  frequency  of  the 
heart's  action. 
We  must  recognize  in  the  heart  two  systems  of  nerves  : — 

1st.  Musculo-motor,  causing  contraction. 
2nd.  Regulator  system. 
The  ganglia  of  the  heart  are  the  centre  of  the  1st  system,  and 
the  medulla  oblongata  is  the  centre  bf  the  2nd  system.     The  regu- 
lating nerves  pass  with  the  vagi.     From  the  experiments  of  Weber 
*r'  U  follows,  1st.     That  abnormal  gentle  stimulus  of  the 

n  ia  diminishes  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  action. 


464  SELECTIONS. 

and  2ndly.  .,  That  the  frequency  is  greatly  increased  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  regulating  action. 

From  this  it  may  be  concluded,  that  any  substance  which,  when 
brought  into  circulation  in  small  quantity,  diminishes  the  frequency 
of  contraction,  but,  in  large  quantity,  increases  the  frequency,  acts 
on  the  regulator-nerves.  Hence  digitalis,  from  Dr.  Traube's  ex- 
periments, 1st.  Stimulates  the  regulator  system  of  nerves; 
2ndly.  Paralyzes  the  regulators  ;  and  when  it  stops  the  action  of 
the  heart,  then,  Srdly.  It  paralyzes  the  musculo- motor  system. 
In  small  doses,  the  digitalis  acts  as  a  stimulant ;  in  large  doses, 
it  acts  as  a  sedative  paralysis  and  death.  Though  it  is  by  no 
means  safe  to  deduce  the  action  of  any  medicine  on  man  from  the 
effect  of  the  same  medicine  on  animals,  as  indeed  the  action,  or 
rather  the  absence  of  action,  of  this  very  substance  (digitalis)  on 
rabbits  well  proves.  Yet  the  phenomena  produced  by  large  doses 
of  digitalis  on  man  so  closely  resemble  those  produced  on  dogs  by 
injection,  that  it  may  safely  be  assumed,  that  in  man  digitalis 
acts  on  the  nerves  that  regulate  the  heart's  action,  first  as  a  stim- 
ulant, and  in  large  doses  as  a  sedative.  I  will  pass  on,  therefore, 
now  to  the  consideration  of  digitalis  as  a  medicine.  The  uncer- 
tainty of  the  action  of  remedies  is  often  rightly  attributed  to 
variations  in  their  composition.  In  all  vegetable  medicines,  used 
as  they  are  grown,  this  is  most  likely  to  occur.  And  nocertainty 
regarding  the  mode  of  action  of  any  vegetable  medicines  can  lie 
obtained  until  the  active  substances  are  separated  and  made  the 
subject  of  careful  experiment.  I  might  take  opium  and  bark  to 
illustrate  my  remarks.  We  do  not,  indeed,  a^  yet  perfectly  under- 
stand the  mode  of  action  of  morphine  and  quinine,  but  by  separat- 
ing these  substances,  it  has  become  possible  for  us  to  determine 
how  opium  and  bark  act  on  the  system ;  and  in  the  use  of  these 
medicines  we  can  get  more  constant  effects  by  more  constantly 
using  exactly  the  same  remedy  So  also,  if  we  can  get  the  active 
principle  of  digitalis,  we  shall  not  only  advance  on  the  way  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  mode  of  action  of  digitalis,  but  we  shall  get  rid 
of  causes  interfering  in  the  action  of  this  substance  as  a  remedv; 
for  example,  the  age  of  the  plant,  the  year,  the  cultivation  of  dbe 
plant,  the  desiccation  of  the  leaves,  &;c. 
f^^^  M.  M.  Homolle  and  Quevenne,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
pfl^Hdlis  important  work  on  digitalis,  state  that  they  have  separated 
^Hpurteen  different  substances  from  the  leaves  of  the  plant ;  as  the 
^Hkmount  of  each  of  these  substances  present  in  the  plant  is  never 
jHlconstantly  the  same,  it  is  evident  that  much  more  certainty  will  be 
[^Vobtained  by  insulating  the  one  active  substance,  than  by  using 
^r  fourteen  substances  in  various  quantities. 

W        The  different  substances  found  by  the  French  chemists  may  be 
^      Ahus  enumerated :   starch,   sugar,    pectin,    albuminous   matter, 
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orange-rod  crjstallizable  coloring  matter,  chlorophyle,  yolatile  oil, 
tannic  acid,  digitalic  acid,  anterrbinic  acid,  digtalic,  and  three 
neatral  principles,  digitalose,  digitalide  and  digitaline. 

This  last  substance  is  the  most  active  ingredient  of  tho  digitalis. 
It  is  prepared  pure  by  extracting  the  neutral  principles  with 
ether  and  alcohol,  of  specific  gravity  780.  ,  This  dissolves  the 
digitaline  and  the  digitalose,  the  etherial  solution  is  then  evaporat-i 
ed,  the  residue  treated  with  alcohol,  again  evaporated,  and  treated 
with  weak  alcohol,  the  digitaline  remains  dissolved.  On  gentle 
evaporation,  it  does  not  crystallize,  but  forms  a  resinous-looking 
mass  of  a  pale  yellow  color,  unchangable  in  the  air,  and  very  bit- 
ter, slightly  soluble  in  water,  very  soluble  in  alcohol^  it  is  a 
neutral  substance.  It  becomes  emerald-green  with  strong  hydro- 
chloric acid.  The  best  test  of  its  quality  is  its  bitterness.  This 
is  best  determined  by  taking  one  centigramme  of  the  powder  of 
digitaline,  and  dissolving  it  in  two  grammes  of  alcohol,  and  con- 
tinuing to  dilute  this  solution  with  water  until  the  bitterness  ia 
found  to  disappear.  From  the  quantity  of  water  required,  the 
goodness  of  the  digitaline  may  be  estimated;  if  the  digitaline  be 
good,  more  than  three  pints  of  water  will  be  required  to  be  added 
before  the  bitterness  becomes  imperceptible. 

The  best  form  for  keeping  and  giving  the  digitaline  as  medicine 
ia  in  granules  and  not  tincture.  Thus  it  keeps  best,  and  is  more 
certain,  in  composition.  It  is  thus  most  easily  given,  as  its  bit- 
ter taste  is  concealed.  Each  granule  is  made  to  contain  one  mille- 
gramme.  This  is  equal  to  .015  grain  of  digitaline.  Here  are  the 
granules  as  prepared  by  M.  Uomolle,  and  here  are  some  prepared 
bj  Mr.  Morson,  each  granule  containing  the  hundredth  part  of  a 
grain  of  digitaline.  1  have  used  both  these  prepantions  in  all 
kinds  of  diseases  in  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  I  can  find  nodiffer- 
enoe  in  their  action. 

MM.  Homolle  and  Quevenne  state  that  one  of  them  took  four 
of  these  sranules  daily  for  eight  days.  The  average  healthy 
pulse  of  the  person  experimented  on  was  67.5 ;  after  taking  the 
granules  the  pulse  fell  to  50.  The  difference  is  17.5  beats,  which 
are  equaj  to  one  quarter  the  beats  of  the  heart  Two  dogs  were 
given  firom  2  to  11  granules  daily.  In  the  first  dog  the  pulse 
fell  from  60  to  51.    In  the  second,  from  87  to  70. 

The  comparison  between  the  digitaline  and  digitalis  is  so  remark* 
able  that  I  have  copied  it  in  this  table. 

Diffitahne.  Disitalis. 

Ist  Type  unalterable;  to  this  all  Ist.  No  stan&rd  of  comparison. 

digitaline  ma^  be  reduced. 
Sod.  Constant  action.  2nd.  Uncertain  action;  depends 

on  the  quality  of  the  plant. 
68 
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8rd.  Bossibility  of  determining  Srd.  No  mode  of  determining 
comparative  excellence  by  the  quality  of  different  sped- 
the  bitterness.  mens. 

4th.  Agreeable  form.  4th.    Disagreeable    smell   tnd 

odor. 

M.  Bouillaud  states  that  during  four  or  five  years,  not  a  day 
has  passed  without  his  employing  di^italine  on  many  patients  with 
diseases  of  the  heart  or  vessels.  He  has  given  it  to  from  150  to 
200  patients  of  all  ages.  In  all  excepting  three  the  pulse  was  reduced. 
Two  of  these  had  endocarditis  and  pericarditis.  If  the  pulse  was  ir- 
regular previous  to  the  taking  of  the  digitaline,  it  become  regular 
as  the  medicine  took  effect.  In  fifteen  cases  taken  at  hazard,  in 
La  Charite,  the  maximum  pulse  before  the  action  of  the  digjtaline 
was  96,  aft^r  the  medicine  41  pulsations  less.  In  three  cases  the 
pulse  was  reduced  80,  102,  and  106  beats.  The  minimum  reduc- 
tion in  three  other  cases  was  12,  14,  16.  The  number  of  the 
granules  taken  daily  was  from  2  to  7 ;  the  number  of  days  oa 
which  the  granules  were  taken  usually  18  to  14.  One  patient 
took  70  granules  in  18  days.  Another  82  in  14  days.  A  third 
98  granules  in  20  days.  A  fourth  164  granules  in  40  days  without 
harm.  As  soon  as  pain  in  the  head,  vertigo,  or  nausea  came  oa, 
the  medicine  was  stopped. 

M.  Andral,  also,  in  the  Union  Medicela,  No.  62,  1851,  gives 
his  experience  of  the  action  of  the  granules  on  19  patients,  with 
either  heart  disease,  albumenuria,  phthisis,  pleurisy  or  acute 
rheumatism.  'Two  granules  sometimes  caused  sickness.  Usally 
three  or  four  granules  were  taken.  One  patient  took  twelve 
daily.  The  greatest  number  of  granules  taken  by  different  pa- 
tients were  23,  83,  44,  50.  80.  The  action  on  the  pulse  was  per- 
ceptible in  the  decrease  of  th  e  number  of  beats  from  day  to  day. 

The  following  table  of  the  reduction  of  the  pulse  in  different 

is  given : — 

MiQimam         llAZtmam 
M«tare  of  DiBe*8«.  ofpuUebo-    of  piil««  dar* 

fbre  tmatm't.   ing  tre»tm*t. 
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Hvdalid  of  Pleura        -        -  100  96  4 

Bneamatism  of  ope  joint  96  80  16 

«        in  several  joints    -         96  80  16 

Anemia      ....  80  76  4 

The  granules  increase  the  freqency  of  makins  water  from  4  to 
5  times  daily  to  12  or  14  tiroes.  They  do  not  always  increase  the 
quantity  of  urine,  but  sometimes  they  increase  the  quantity  to  two, 
three,  or  eyen  four  times  the  amount  previously  passed. 

The  granules  act  on  the  nervous  system  in  different  patients 
very  differently.  Sometimes,  in  some  persons  causing  sleepiness 
and  heaviness ;  in  others,  pain  iu  the  head,  uneasinessi  and  loss 
of  sleep. 

The  following  account  of  the  poisoning  from  taking  an  excess 
of  these  granules  is  given  by  Dr.  Leroux  in  the  Union  Medicale^ 
No.  99,  p.  898. 

A  strong  man,  set.  72,  suffered  from  old  pleurisy  of  the  left  side 
^ith  oedema  of  the  feet;  his  pulse  was  from  70  to  68.  At  6  a.  m., 
on  the  25th  of  May  he  took  many  granules  of  digitaline;  at  10  a.  m. 
he  took  as  many  more  as  made  up  30  ;  at  midday  poisoning  symp- 
toms began ;  at  5  p.  m.  a  physician  was  called,  then  there  was 
pain  in  the  head,  imperfect  sight,  extreme  precordial  pain  with 
extreme  restlessness.  At  9  p.  m.  the  tongue  was  red  and  dry, 
there  was  dislike  of  any  kind  of  drink,  sickness,  pulse  45  to  50  ; 
excessive  acute  pain  in  the  head ;  giddiness  when  the  patient  sat 
up  so  that  he  hsid  to  lie  down  immediately.  There  was  general 
weakness  with  drowsiness  and  scanty  urine.  The  following  day 
the  pulse  was  54,  the  general  symptoms  were  less  severe.  It  was 
the  1st  of  June  bfoere  he  entirely  recovered. 

From  these  experiments  and  observations  on  the  action  of  the 
ffranoles  of  digitaline,  it  is  evident  that  the  active  principle  of  the 
digitalis  may  be  insulated  and  employed  as  a  remedy,  and  as  mor- 
phine and  quinine  are  of  more  definite  composition  and  therefore 
of  more  certain  action  than  opium  and  bark,  so  in  nearly  the  same 
degree  is  digitaline  more  definite  and  certain  in  its  action  than  the 
digitalis  from  which  it  may  be  extracted. 

I  may  conclude  this  subject  by  bringing  to  your  notice  some  very 
interesting  observations  of  Dr.  Traube,  of  Berlin,  on  the  reduction 
of  the  temperature  of  the  body  by  the  action  of  digitalis :  the 
determination  of  the  animal  heat  was  always  made  in  the  axilla, 
and  in  twelve  cases  of  acute  rheumatism,  the  rate  of  the  pulse  and 
the  temperature  of  the  body  were  taken  with  extreme  accuracy, 
morning  and  evening;  half  a  drachm  of  the  leaves  of  digitalis 
were  infused  in  four  ounces  of  water,  and  every  two  hours  half  an 
ounce  of  the  infusion  was  given.  The  result  was,  that  generally 
the  temperature  fell  at  the  same  time,  or  shortly  after  the  digitalis 
produced  this  effect  on  the  heart.     Hence,  without  doubt,  the  re- 
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daetion  of  the  temperature  was  a  consequenoe  of  the  slower  cur- 
rent of  the  blood  which  was  produced  bj  the  aotion  of  the  digitalis 
on  the  regulatory  system  of  neryes  of  the  heart. 

Careful  observation  showed  that  (figitalis  caused  a  reduction  of 
the  temperature  in  the  most  different  kinds  of  febrile  complaints. 
Even  in  puerperal  feyer  the  temperature  falls  when  the  digitals 
is  in  action. 

Dr.  Traube  draws  the  following  comparison  between  blood-let- 
ting and  digitalis  as  antiphlogistics.  Bleeding,  while  it  lessens 
the  force  of  the  pulse,  reauces  the  specific  gravity  of  the  blood 
and  in  low  inflammations  increases  the  tendency  to  serous  eflbsicm. 
Hence,  in  all  low  inflammations,  digitalis  is  to  be  preferred  as  an 
antiphlogistic  to  bleeding.  Moreover,  the  effect  of  venesection  is 
much  more  rapid,  and  much  more  transitory ;  in  its  antiphlogistic 
action  digitalis  bears  a  close  resemblance  to  antimony;  but 
it  is  far  lesb  likely  to  effect  the  bowels,  and  hence,  in  all  inflam- 
matory diseases  complicated  with  any  affection  of  the  bowels,  digi- 
talis is  to  be  preferred  to  antimony.  The  employment  of  the  digi- 
talis is,  however,  accompanied  by  its  own  inconveniences  and  even 
dangers.  It  may  produce  sudden  prostration  of  nervous  and 
muscular  action,  and  even  syncope  and  death ;  that  is,  the  stimu- 
lating action  on  the  regulatory  system  of  nerves  may  suddenly 
give  place  to  the  paralyzing  action.  Hence  arises  the  necessity  for 
watching  those  who  are  taking  this  medicine ;  they  should  be  seen 
at  least  twice  daily,  and  if  there  be  sickness,  or  irregularity  in  the 
rhythm  of  the  heart,  or  great  reduction  in  the  rate  of  the  pulse, 
the  medicine  must  be  omitted. —  Virgina  Med.  Jour. 
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IjOCoI  Lesions  of  Fever, — The  most  learned  and  celebrated 
physicians  of  France  and  Germany  have  found  the  principal  local 
lesions  of  fever,  to  occur  in  the  digestive  organs.     Latterly  they 
have  been  almost  confined  to  the  mucous  follicles  of  the  small 
intestines — Pyer's  glands — and  names  have  been  invented  to  in- 
dicate this  as  the  peculiar  anatomical  characteristics  of  continental 
yphoid  fever.     Dr  Stokes,  however,  says,  be  does  not  find  this 
3markable  preponderance  of  lesions  in   the  digestive  or^ns^  in 
reland,  although  an  epidemic  has  prevailed  there,  ^'  in  which  the 
^ndition  of  the   intestines  accurately  represented  that  which  is 
)und  to  prevail  on  the  continent."  The  local  and  secondary  lesions 
^f  fever,  are  subject  to  still  greater  variations,  perhaps  in  this 
country.     The   French  and    German  peculiarity  has  not    been 
•ascertained  to  be  extensively  prevalent,  the  mucous  lining  of  the 
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colon  and  raetom  Mng  more  commonly  aftcted  than  that  of  the 
jejunum  and  ilium,  giving  riae  to  dysenteric  complications ;  while 
the  liyer,  stomach,  and  brain,  are,  perhaps,  still  more  liable  to  be- 
come diseased.  Of  all  the  viscera,  the  only  organs  excused  from 
implication  are  the  lungs.  A  large  and  respectable  class  of  ph  v* 
sicians  contend,  that  whenever  pneumonic  symptoms  occur,  tne 
affection  must  always  be  considered  as  primary ;  and  that  pneu- 
monia is  not  a  secondary  lesion  of  fever.  Dr.  Stokes  is  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  in  reference  to  Irish  typhus,  in  which  pulmonary 
complications  are  common. 

Quinia  as  a  Prophylactic. --Besides  the  protection  afforded 
American  and  English  sailors,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  from  the 
&tal  fevers  of  that  region,  it  has  been  nearly  proved ,  that  quinia 
is  the  agent  which  will  enable  the  civilized  world  to  explore  the 
hidden  depths  of  the  African  continent,  which  have  hitherto  been 
considered  almost  inapproachable  to  the  white  man.  Of  thirty- 
eight  men  sent  on  the  exploring  expedition  in  1805,  under  Mungo 
Park,  only  seven  reached  the  Niger  river,  and  finally  all  perished. 
Out  of  a  still  larger  party  under  Captain  Tuckey,  in  18^6,  only 
one  man  returned  alive.  The  brothers  Lander,  in  1882,  lost  forty 
Europeans  out  of  forty-nine.  And  the  better-appointed  party 
under  Capt.  Buxton,  in  1842  returned  with  forty-two  men  living 
out  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two.  But  in  1852  the  English  gov- 
ernment sent  out  a  steamer  to  explore  Tschadda,  with  sixty-six 
men,  which  ascended  that  river  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  higher 
than  it  had  been  before  explored,  and  returned  without  the  loss  of 
a  single  man.  Something  is  due,  perhaps,  to  the  influence  of  the 
ordinary  sanitary  measures  adopted,  but  we  cannot  suppose  these 
to  have  been  greatly  superior  to  the  pains-taking  efforts  of  previous 
expeditions,  and  must  attribute  the  unprecedented  result  to  the 
influence  of  quinia,  which  we  are  told  was  used  freely,  both  as  a 
prophylactic  and  remedy. 

Eczema, — Professor  Benett,  of  Edinburg,  recommends  for  the 
local  treatment  of  this  disease,  keeping  the  affected  p'»rt  moist 
"with  lint  or  linen,  saturated  with  a  very  weak  alkaloid  solution, 
consisting  of  half  a  dram  of  sub-carbonate  of  soda  to  a  pint  of 
water.  This  should  be  well  covered  over  with  oil-silk,  or  gutta- 
percha sheeting,  to  prevent  evaporation.  It  soon  relieves  the  irri- 
tation which  is  distressing  to  the  patient,  and  prevents  the  forma- 
tion of  scabs.  After  a  while  the  indurated  parts  become  softened, 
the  margins  of  the  eruptions  lose  the  fiery  red  color,  and  merge 
into  that  of  the  healthy  skin.  Finally,  the  whqle  surface  assumes 
its  normal  character.  He  attaches  great  importance  to  the  close 
adaptation  of  the  dressings  of  the  diseased  surface  and  the  con- 
stant moisture.    He  condemns  the  use  of  citrine  ointment,  and  all 
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other  oily  applications.  Pemphigas.  impetigo,  ecthyma,  and 
some  other  cutaneous  eruptions,  other  than  the  exanthematae«  are 
treated  in  a  similar  manner,  with  alkaline  solutions.  No  doubt 
much  of  the  curative  effect  is  due  to  the  constant  excluaiona  of  the 
air  from  the  diseased  surface,  to  which  Professor  Bennett  does  not 
allude. 

Nitrate  of  Silver  and  Potassa. — ^These  two  salts,  by  being 
melted  together  and  cooled  in  moulds,  form  caustic  pencils  of  any 
strength,  dependent  upon  the  proportion  of  potassa,  au'l  are  gen- 
erally made  with  a  preponderance  of  two  or  three  parts  of  the 
latter  salt  They  are  used  in  cauterizing  the  eye-lids  and  eyes. 
If  the  part  be  washed  immediately  after  application,  with  a  solu- 
tion of  common  salt,  the  nitrates  are  converted  into  chlorides,  and 
may  be  washed  away  with  water.  This  caustic  is  used,  also,  in 
gonorrhea,  and  other  urethral*  and  vaginal  discharges,  and  in 
indolent  and  irritable  ulcers.  It  is,  of  course,  less  expensive  than 
common  lunar  caustic. 

Yellow  Fever, — Dr.  Fenner,  in  the  New  Orleans  Medical 
News  and  Hospital  Gazette,  contends,  that  the  disease  of  the 
present  season  in  that  city  is  unquestionably  of  domestic  ori^n : 
not  a  single  case  having  been  traced,  by  the  remotest  probability, 
to  foreign  infection.  The  hospital  cases  are  brought  in  from  different 
and  remote  parts  of  the  city,  showing  no  sort  of  ^commanieation 
whatever.  All  this  can  be  well  substantiated,  and  yet  it  is  no 
more  than  has  been  proved  a  thousand  times  before,  and  it  must 
not,  therefore,  be  expected,  that  it  will  exert  any  special  influence 
over  the  long  disputed  question  of  contagion  and  importation. 
The  further  remarks  of  Dr.  F.,  which  we  quote  below  in  hiaown 
words,  are  not  less  true  and  well  established  than  his  views  above 
stated,  and  have  indeed  quite  as  important  a  bearing  upon  the 
mooted  questions.  In  every  city  which  has  ever  been  visited  bj 
the  disease,  it  has  appeared  and  disappeared  in  precisely  the  way 
described,  merging  so  gradually  into  other  fevers  both  in  its  ap- 
proach and  decline,  as  to  baffle  the  diagnostic  skill  of  the  most 
able  and'  experienced  physicians,  no  two  of  whom  are  likely  tu 
agree  upon  the  line  of  demarkation  between  yellow,  and  common 
bilious  fever ;  and  thus  proving,  as  far  as  human  judgement  can 
prove  anything,  that  these  diseases  are  essentially  the  aame,  differ- 
ing only  in  degree  of  violence,  and  in  the  seat  of  the  principal  and 
most  fatal  local  lesions.     Dr.  Fenner  says : 

''  I  maintain  thtt  this  disease  never  bursts  out  suddenly  here. 
presenting  characteristic  features  different  fron  those  of  all  other 
tevers,  and  therefore  easily  distinguishable  by  the  experimental 
physician ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  endemic  fevers  (bilioaa. 
remittent  and  intermittent)  gradually  run  into   the  yellow^fever 
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type,  aasaming  its  fefttares  in  such  a  manner  as  to  excite  suspieian^ 
but  yet  not  to  justify  a  positive  diagnosis,  until  one  or  more  cases 
have  been  observed  to  terminate  in  black  Yomit  or  some  other 
bemorrbage.  Hence  arise  the  discrepancies  of  opinion  so  often 
displayed  by  physicians  as  to  the  trae  character  of  certain  oases 
that  are  seen  at  the  beginning  of  an  outbreak  of  yellow  fever. 
At  this  period  may  be  seen  numerous  cases  of  bilious  remittent 
fever,  presenting  more  or  less  the  aspect  of  yellow  fever,  but  not  in 
80  strong  a  light  as  to  remove  all  doubt  from  the  diagnosis. 

'^  As  the  season  advances,  if  it  is  going  to  be  a  sickli/  one,  the 
jellow-fever  type  will  become  better  marked  and  the  number  of 
cases  will  increase  until  it  predominates  over  all  others ;  then,  if 
the  disease  prevails  to  a  great  extent,  it  is  called  an  epidemic. 
This  rages  for  a  period  usually,  here,  of  sixty  or  seventy  days, 
when  it  declines  gradually  and  is  again  merged  into  the  ordinary 
types  of  endemic  fever. 

*'  But  if  the  season  turns  out  to  be  not  very  sickly,  the  yellow 
type  will  not  give  the  ascendancy  over  the  others,  but  only  appear 
sporadically  and  to  a  moderate  extent.  On  these  occasions  we 
bave  plenty  of  intermittent  aud  remittent  fever,  and  some  called 
denguey  which  approach  nearest  the  yellow-fever  type,  but  few 
cases  are  marked  yellow  fever  unless  they  present  unquestionable 
signs." 

Preserving  Ergot. — With  many  others  of  the  profession,  we 
bave  had  difiSculty  in  preserving  the  medicinal  power  of  ergot  for 
any  length  of  time  ;  and  perhaps  it  may  be  for  the  want  of  such 
preservation,  that  we  find  so  much  discrepancy  in  the  statements 
made  of  its  effects.  When  the  patient  is  properly  prepared  for  its 
action,  by  those  relaxations  favorable  to  uterine  contractions  and 
delivery,  we  have  never  found  the  pure  artMefailin  its  parturient 
power.  These  favorable  conditions  may  often  be  secured  by  the 
anesthetic  influence  of  chloroform  or  etner.  We  have  generally 
taken  no  other  precaution  in  the  preservation  of  ergot,  than  to 
drop  a  few  lumps  of  camphor  into  the  bottle  in  which  it  is  kept 
nnpulverized ;  but  Dr.  Nunn,  of  Georgia,  reports,  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Pharmacy,  a  more  certain  and  elegant  method,  by 
which  the  remedy  can  be  preserved  for  several  years.  He  reduces 
the  ergot  to  a  coarse  powder  by  a  common  coffee-mill,  and  then 
carefully  dries  it.  Then  he  prepares  a  solution  of  camphor  in 
ether,  eight  grains  to  the  ounce,  a  dram  of  which  solution  is 
placed  in  an  ounce  vial,  which  is  immediately  filled  with  the 
powdered  ergot  firmly  packed,  and  tightly  corked  and  sealed. 
The  ergot  is  moistened  throughout  by  the  ether,  which  is  evidence 
of  the  exclusion  of  air.  The  ether  and  camphor  are  dispelled  by 
the  heat  of  the  water  used  in  making  an  infuson  for  use.  He  has 
used  ergot  which  had  been  preserved  in  this  way  for  eight  years 
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Kithout  perceptible  deterioration,  and  suggests,  that  other  sub- 
stances might  be  preserved  upon  the  same  principle,  sosti  tnting 
anhydrous  alcohol  tor  the  ether  when  the  latter  is  inadmissable. 
We  venture  to  make  the  additional  suggestion,  that  chloroform 
may,  in  many  cases,  be  preferable  to  ether. 

New  Source  of  Alcohol. — *'  It  is  abstract,  and  not  practical 
science,  that  is  the  life  and  soul  of  industry."  This  maxim  of 
the  celebrated  Playfair  has  received  an  illustration  bv  the  forma- 
tion of  alcohol  from  coal  gas.  This  consists,  mainlj,  of  bic&r- 
buretted  hydrogen,  forming  what  is  called  defiant  gas,  which  con- 
stitutes its  principal  illuminating  power.  The  same  is  the  basis 
of  alcohol,  which  suggested  to  Bertholot  the  idea  of  converting  it 
into  this  substance  by  uniting  it  with  water.  Accordingly  it  has 
been  found,  that  by  agitatins  it  with  sulphuric  acid  and  metallic 
mercury  the  gas  is  absorbed,  and  upon  adding  water,  and  distill- 
ing the  mixture,  alcohol  is  obtained — the  true  ethylic  alcohol,  or 
spirit  of  wine.  Thus  is  abstract  science  constantly  leading  to 
great  results,  whether  it  be  in  the  discovery  of  a  planet  at  the  very 
place  indicated  by  the  astronomer,  or  in  the  synthetical  production 
of  alcohol  in  the  precise  manner  pointed  out  by  the  chemist.  And 
these  are  the  triumphs  of  science  founded  on  education,  even  in 
its  present  limited  sphere. 

Causes  of  Heculdche. — A  German  author  divides  the  exciting 
causes  of  headache  into  three  different  kinds :  Those  directly  af- 
fecting the  brain  itself,  those  proceeding  from  the  digestive  organs, 
and  tnose  derived  from  derangement  of  the  sexual  system.  H« 
has  found  a  difficulty,  as  has  every  one  else,  in  determining 
whether  headache  is  dependent  upon  relation  or  emptiness  of  the 
intra-cranial  vessels ;  and  resorts  to  dry-cupping  as  a  means  of 
diagnosis.  When  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  it  will,  in  the 
one  case,  afford  more  or  less  immediate  relief;  in  the  other,  it 
will  increase  the  pain,  and  produce  prostration  and  syncope.  The 
inference  is,  that  in  the  former  instance  the  headache  will  be 
benefitted  by  diminishing  the  contents  of  the  vessels  ;  in  the  latter 
by  increasing  their  amount.  These  remarks  are  no  doabt  just 
but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  depletion  in  anemia,  and  in  cases 
of  nervous  debility  and  exhaustion,  attended  by  pain  and  giddi* 
ness,  sometimes  gives  temporary  relief,  although  it  must  do  alti* 
mate  injury.  Therefore  time  must  be  allowed  to  determine  the 
point.  Quite  as  effectual  means  of  diagnosis  in  these  cases  are 
found  in  stimulation,  the  beneficial  and  injurious  effects  of  whicL 
are  more  prompt  and  decided.  If  a  headache  be  relieved  by  brand  v, 
by  eating,  or  other  means  of  excitation,  an  immediate  inference  may 
be  drawn  from  it ;  and  if  it  be  increased  by  such  experiments,  the 
diagnosis  is  equally  easy  and  certain. — Memphis  MecL  Reeonkr. 
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This,  like  Banking's  Abstract,  furnishes  the  reader  in  a  cheap 
form,  a  very  useful  summary  of  the  more  important  matters  pub- 
lished in  the  medical  periodical  literature  of  Europe.  Each  num- 
ber contains  little  more  than  SOO  closely  printM  pages. 


Discovery  of  the  Caose,  Nature,  Cure,  and  Prevention  of  Epidemic 
Cholera.  By  L.  M.  Knapp,  M.  D.,  late  Professor,  Ac,  Published 
by  H.  W.  Derby  :  Cincinnati,  1855. 

This  is  the  imposing  title  to  a  pamphlet  or  monograph  of  48 
pages ;  notices  of  which  we  had  seen  in  several  of  the  newq>apeis 
and  periodicals  of  the  day.  These  notices  with  the  letters  of  dif- 
ferent persons  on  the  cover,  induced  us  to  read  the  essay  at  once. 
All  there  is  essential  in  its  doctrines  may  be  stated  in  very  few 
words. 

The  author's  discovery  consists  in  the  naked  declaration  thai 
cholera  is  only  a  modification  of  scurvy  y  and  arises  firom  a  defi- 
cient supply  and  use  of  succulent  vegetables.  This  is  the  snia 
;otal  of  his  discovery  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  disease.  The 
)revention  and  cure  is  of  oourso  obvious,  viz. :  to  make  free  use 
9f  such  succulent  vegetables  as  are  known  to  prevent  and  core 
Mctirmj. 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  positions  of  the  author  are  not  sua- 
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tained  by  any  collection  of  carefully  observed  facts,  statistical  or 
otherwise ;  bnt  on  the  contrary  are  made  to  rest  on  a  series  of  the 
most  inaccurate,  and  we  might  say  reckless,  general  statements 
that  we  have  ever  seen  in  print.  As  a  specimen  of  the  mode  of 
writing  we  give  the  following,  viz.  :  "  The  reasons  drawn  from 
observation,  for  believing  cholera  to  be  of  scorbutic  character,  are 
as  follows,  to  wit :  1st.  The  coincidences  of  cold  winters  and 
retarded  springs  preceding  the  outbreaks.  It  is  a  matter  of  history 
that  the  winter  of  1831-2  was  one  of  the  coldest  ever  known." 

"  Again,  the  winter  of  1848-49  was  a  remarkably  cold  winter 
all  over  the  United  States,  the  spring  of  '49  greatly  retarded, 
and  all  degrees  of  the  scorbutic  diathesis  were  observed  at  the 
bedside. by  the  writer  of  this,  who  had  for  years  been  an  observer 
of  its  stealthful,  annual  appearance.  The  universal  spread  of 
Cholera  in  the  cities  of  the  United  States,  in  the  summer  of  1849, 
18  well  remembered,  and  its  continuance  until  the  comine  in  and 
use  of  the  new  crops  of  vegetables  and  fruits.  Their  free  use, 
however,  during  the  prevalence  of  Cholera,  has  never  been  known 
or  tolerated.  They  haVe  rotted  in  the  field  rather.  It  has  been 
held  fool-hardy  or  tempting  Providence  to  eat  them. 

Casting  a  glance  across  the  Atlantic,  the  years  1846-47  were 
years  of  dearth,  scarcity  and  blight  in  Europe,  particularly  of  the 
potatoe,  the  most  valuable  anti-scorbutic  vegetable  known ;  and 
the  scurvy  and  Cholera  together  followed,  scourging  the  nations 
generally.  Writers  in  describing  the  spread  of  Cholera  in  Eu- 
rope in  1847,  say,  substantially,  that  it  started  from  India,  again, 
early  in  that  year,  passed  through  the  cities  of  Persia,  and  thence 
along  the  shores  of  the  Caspian,  reached  Astracan  in  July,  and 
appeared  at  Moscow,  faint  and  weary,  in  the  fall,  where  it  took  a 
renreshing  sleep  through  the  winter,  but  woke  up  in  June,  1848, 
much  refreshed  and  invigorated,  and  pursued  its  travels  via  St. 
Petersburg,  Berlin,  Hamburg,  etc.,  to  Edinburg  and  London, 
where  it  arrived  in  November  en  route  for  Paris.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  it  struck  England  again,  in  her  weakest  and  most 
scorbutic  point,  her  Newcastle  coal  mines,  and  foul  holds  of  her 
coal  vessels ;  and  that,  prior  to  its  reaching  France,  the  cause  of 
it  set  sail  from  Havre  for  America,  in  two  emigrant  ships  that 
sailed  in  October  and  November.  In  the  October  ship  it  broke 
out  when  sixteen  days  at  sea  \  and  the  emigrants  were  landed  at 
Quarantine,  in  New  York,  in  November,  and  the  disease  spread 
through  the  Quarantine  Hospital,  where  the  sickly,  scorbutic  in- 
mates were  kept  on  a  routine  dietary,  and  whose  cup  of  affliction 
was  made  to  run  over  through  panic  and  an  increased  accumula- 
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.tionof  foul  air;  and  a  few  cases  occurred  among  the  emigrants 
that  went  to  the  *Five  Points/  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where, 
however,  it  could  make  no  progress,  because  of  the  abundance  of 
fall  fruits  and  vegetables  ;  so  it  again  slept  through  the  winter, 
the  intensely  cold  winter  that  followed.  In  the  other  ship  it  broke 
out  when  twenty-six  days  at  sea,  the  tanse  in  the  emigrants  baviitg 
been  more  subdued  before  embarkation,  by  autumnal  fruits  and 
vegetables,  than  in  those  of  the  other  ship,  which  sailed  a  month 
earlier ;  and  the  passengers  were  landed  at  New  Orleans  in  De- 
cember, where  the  disease  spread  among  emigrants  ancT  the  poor, 
the  weather,  for  the  season  of  the  year,  being  hot,  and  a  farther 
reason,  potatoes  in  the  south  scarce;  and  it  continually  appeared 
on  the  Mississippi  in  steamboats,  among  the  emigrant  passengers, 
all  winter,  and  in  the  emigrant  towns  as  high  up  as  St.  Louis  and 
Cincinnati,  and  established  itself  gradually  in  the  ports  farther 
and  further  north,  as  potatoes  and  succulent  vegetable  stores  &iled, 
and  warm,  debilitating  spring  weather  came  on. 

Applying  the  same  theory,  the  want  of  succulent  vegetable 
food,  to  the  rather  general  prevalence  of  Cholera  in  the  cities  of 
the  United  States  this  season,  1854,  a  rather  intense  causation  is 
found,  of  general  application,  in  the  extravagantly  high  prices 
of  provisions  during  the  present  year,  high  prices  not  only  be- 
tokening scarcity,  but  being  the  same  in  effect  to  the  poor.  I 
notice  the  fact  in  the  public  prints,  that  scurvy  and  Cholera  were 
both  found  raging  simultaneously  in  the  Poor-house  at  Bu&lo 
this  summer. 

Thus  the  coincidences  of  cold  winters  and  retarded  springs,  pre- 
ceding the  outbreaks  of  Cholera  in  the  United  States,  its  Temal 
appearance,  solstitial  ragings,  autumnal  recessions  and  wintry 
slumbers,  together  with  its  uniform  and  close  communion  with 
scurvy,  prove  that  it  is  produced  and  governed  by  the  laws  that 
produce  and  govern  scurvy." 

In  reference  to  the  correctness  of  the  statement  in  regard  to  the 
coldness  of  the  winter  of  1831-2.  and  the  alledged  scarcity  of 
vegetable  food  during  the  succeeding  spring,  we  have  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  inquire  ;  but  in  the  remainder  of  the  quotation  there 
are  not  less  than  three  direct  misstatements  of  facts,  besides  a  self 
contradiction.  In  the  first  place  the  winter  of  1848-49  instead 
of  being  *'  remarkable  cold,''  was  actually  milder  and  shorter  than 
the  average  of  winters  in  the  Atlantic  States  We  were  then 
residing  in  New  York  city,  and  remember  very  well  that  we  had 
no  cold  weather  until  the  first  of  January.  But  during  all  the 
laonths  of  November  and  December,  while  the  Cholera  was  pie- 
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Tailing  in  the  Qaarantine  of  New  York  and  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  the  weather  was  unusually  warm  and  wet.  Again,  dur- 
ing these  months  there  were  no  cases  of  Cholera  ^'  among  the  emi- 
grants that  went  to  the  *  Five  Points^  in  the  city  of  New  York ; 
nor  indeed  is  there  any  evidence  that  a  single  emigrant  went  to 
that  section  of  the  city.  The  first  cases  that  were  known  to  exist 
on  the  **  Five  Points,"  did  not  occur  until  the  following  May,  1849, 
^hen  no  profusion  of  succulent  vegetables  arrested  its  prevalence 
until  the  next  autumn. 

Again,  the  winter  that  preceded  the  summer  of  1854,  was  as 
mild  and  pleasant  as  any  that  we  have  experienced  during  a  resi- 
dence of  six  years  in  Chicago.  Neither  was  the  spring  of  1854 
retarded  or  backward,  for  we  had  a  week  of  quite  warm  and  sum- 
mer-like weather  before  the  end  of  April ;  and  there  was  certainly 
no  lack  of  vegetables  in  Chicago  during  either  of  the  years  1853 
or  54.  Yet  in  the  latter  summer  we  had  one  of  the  severest 
scourges  of  cholera  that  our  goodly  city  was  ever  afflicted  with.  The 
following  winter,  however,  (that  of  1854-55)  was  extraordinarily 
cold  and  protracted ;  the  quantity  of  snow  beyond  all  former  pre- 
cedent ;  and  the  prices  of  both  fuel  and  provisions  in  this  city, 
fully  double  that  of  ordinary  seasons.  The  spring,  too,  was 
remarkably  cold  and  backward.  And  yet  during  all  the  summer 
following  the  cholera  has  scarcely  been  heard  of  among  us.  But 
we  are  wasting  time  on  this  pamphlet.  It  is  the  best  specimen 
of  that  class  of  productions,  where  the  writer  assumes  a  theory 
and  then  states  his  pretended  facts  in  such  a  way  as  to  correspond 
without  any  regard  to  accuracy,  that  we  have  met  with. 


EDITORIAL. 


Cammafi^s  Stcthescope, — The  inquiries  of  a  correspondent 
remind  us  of  a  duty  which  should  have  been  performed  several 
months  since.  About  one  year  since  a  neatly  constructed  Ste- 
thoscope, invented  by  Dr.  Camman  of  New  York,  and  made  by 
Tieman  &;  Co.  of  the  same  city,  was  presented  to  the  profession 
as  an  instrument  much  superior  to  those  previously  in  use.    We 
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immediately  procured  one  and  have  used  it  daily  up  to  the  present 
time. 

It  coDsists  of  two  metallic  and  flexible  tubes  terminatiiig  in  a 
funnel  shaped  ivory  tube  of  large  size,  which  is  the  part  to  be 
applied  to  the  chest.  The  ends  of  the  metallic  tubes  are  terminated 
with  ivory  knobs  of  such  size  as  to  fit  the  opening  of  the  external 
ear.  The  advantages  which  it  possesses  over  most  other  Stethe. 
scopes,  are,  first  the  more  full  and  perfect  transmission  of  sound, 
and  second  the  greater  ease  of  adjustment.  It  being  connected 
with  both  ears  at  the  same  time,  more  fully  and  plainly  transmits 
the  sounds  to  which  you  are  listening,  than  any  of  those  instru- 
ments which  connect  only  with  one  ear  of  the  operator. 

The  ease  of  adjustment  arises  from  the  fact,  that  the  end  to  be 
applied  to  the  chest  Is  directly  before  the  face  of  the  operator  and 
can  be  guided  continually  by  the  eye  as  well  as  the  hand.  With- 
out entering  further  into  details,  we  would  say  to  oar  readen 
that  the  instrument  is  a  very  valuable  one ;  and  after  using  it  long 
enough  to  become  perfectly  familiar  with  its  qualities,  we  would 
not  willingly  part  with  it.  It  transmits  the  sounds,  howeTer,  so 
differently  from  the  old  instrument,  that  it  requires  some  practice 
to  appreciate  them  correctly.  This  practice  should  be  had  first  on 
the  healthy  chest.  The  instrument  can  be  obtained  of  J.  H.  Reed 
&  Co.,  Druggists  of  this  city.     Price  $7,00. 


Tilden  ^  Co.^s  Extracts. — ^With  the  present  number  of  the 
JoumcU  will  be  found  the  circular  of  Tilden  &  Co.  So  fiur  as  tre 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  test  the  quality  of  their  Extracts,  we 
should  think  them  as  good  and  pure  as  any  in  the  market;  and 
c  onaequently  as  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  profession. 


Rush  Medical  College. — The  prospects  of  this  Institntioa 
were  never  so  flattering  as  at  present.  The  new  college  building 
is  just  completed,  and  affords  all  the  accommodations  deaired 
The  room  for  practical  anatomy  or  dissections,  is  partiealarlj 
capacious  and  pleasant.    The  time  for  opening  this  department 
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and  for  commencing  Clinical  Instruction  in  the  Hospital  is  fixed 
for  the  1st  Taesdaj  in  October.  There  are  already  several  stu- 
dents from  a  distance  [in  attendance,  visiting  the  wards  of  the 
Hospital  daily  and,  waiting  for  the  day  appointed  to  commence 
the  stady  of  practical  anatomy.  In  addition  to  the  dissections  and 
clinical  instruction,  two  lectures  a  day  on  topics  not  fully  embraced 
^n  the  regular  college  term,  will  be  given  by  the  Faculty  during 
the  month  of  October ;  thus  making  the  period  of  instruction  in 
the  college  full  five  months  to  all  who  choose  to  attend. 

We  expect  a  full  class,  and  trust  that  it  will  be  both  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  winter  to  them. 


"  Why  is  Norfolk  Sickly  ?" — All  our  readers  have  doubt- 
less heard  of  the  unprecedented  ravages  of  the  Yellow  Fever  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  summer  in  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  V%. 
They  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  disease  has  now  nearly  ceased 
its  ravages  for  this  season.  The  following  answer  to  the  question 
which  constitutes  our  caption,  we  copy  from  the  Boston  MediccU 
and  Surgical  Journal  : 

"  Under  the  above  head,  we  notice,  in  a  number  of  the  N.  Y. 
Daily  Tribune^  an  article  descriptive  of  the  locality  of  this  ill-fated 
city,  which  justifies  the  words  with  which  this  article  commences, 
— '^  A  more  reasonable  question  to  ask  would  be,  why  is  it  ever 
healthy?"  The  following  extract  gives  an  idea  of  the  situation 
of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth. 

'^  The  two  towns  are  situated  on  an  arm  of  the  sea  projecting 
far  inland  from  Chesapeake  Bay.  *  *  *  *  AH  the  adja- 
cent lands  have  so  recently  emerged  from  the  sea,  that  the  mud 
and  malaria-generating  matter  have  not  yet  undergone  the  change 
necessary  to  make  it  healthy  for  the  abode  of  men.  ♦  "»  4f  « 
The  Dismal  Swamp,  one  of  the  largest,  deepest  and  most  impene- 
trable in  the  United  States,  almost  touches  the  suburbs  of  Ports- 
mouth, Iving  on  the  south  side  of  one  of  the  little  arms  of  the 
bay ;  while  Norfolk  is  situated  opposite,  on  the  north,  surrounded 
on  three  sides  with  stagnant  water ;  immediately  in  contact  with 
the  houses,  and  all  around,  for  twenty  miles  or  more,  the  land  is 
almost  flat  and  but  slightly  elevated  above  the  sea  level." 

This  description  is  confirmed  by  a  resident  for  the  past  two 
years  in  Norfolk,  who  informs  us  that  the  citv  is  destitute  of 
sewerage,  and  that  its  streets  are  extremely  filthy,  being  often 
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strewed  with  refuse  vegetables  and  other  garbage,  which  result 
from  the  immense  quantity  of  provisions  brought  into  the  citj, 
for  export.  These  matters  become  rotten,  and  emit  a  most  noi- 
some stench.  The  turkey-buzzard,  the  natural  scavenger  of  the 
South,  is  not  found  in  Norfolk,  but  his  place  is  supplied  by  cows, 
who  wander  at  will  through  the  town,  and  gather  an  unhealthy  sub- 
sistence from  the  cabbage  stalks  and  other  substances  which  lie  in 
hea|)8  on  the  ground.  The  condition  of  Portsmouth  ia  much 
M'orse  than  that  of  Norfolk.  It  is  connected  with  Gosport  by  a 
causeway,  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  across 
a  swamp  or  flats,  from  which  arises  a  powerful  stench. 

These  facts  are  sufficient  to  account  for  the  extraordinary  ^read 
of  the  yellow  fever,  after  its  first  introduction,  and  we  trust  they 
will  be  so  far  appreciated  by  the  local  authorities  as  to  lead  to  the 
institution  of  sanitary  improvements  as  soon  as  the  subsidence  of 
the  epidemic  shall  allow  the  necessary  measures  to  be  taken.  It 
may  not  be  possible  to  prevent  the  disease  from  re-appearing,  but 
cleanliness  and  drainage  will  go  far  tow  irds  restraining  the  scourge 
within  comparatively  moderate  limits  In  the  meantime,  let  q3 
Dope  that  the  lesson  may  not  be  lost  upon  other  places  in  a  simi- 
liar  hygienic  condition, — that  the  apathy  which  exists  so  exten- 
sively on  this  important  subject  may  be  exchanged  for  an  enlight- 
ened wisdom  in  sanitary  reform, — that  the  maxim,  "  cleanliness 
is  next  to  godliness,"  may  become  a  proverb  throughout  our  land. 


Medical  Education. — ^We  are  glad  to  see  in  our  exchanges  an 
increasing  disposition  to  discuss  this  important  topic.  That  the 
system  of  Medical  Education  commonly  adopted  in  this  country 
is  very  incomplete  ;  or  more  properly  defective  in  many  important 
particulars,  is  evident  to  all  who  have  devoted  proper  attenticm  w 
the  subject.  Those  who  anticipated  a  rapid  removal  of  all  thes« 
defects,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  have  been  disappointed,  and  a  few  of  them  ready  to 
characterize  the  Association  itself  a  failure  on  this  account.  The 
latter,  however,  but  poorly  appreciated,  either  the  obstacles  t)  be 
overcome  or  the  time  required  for  their  removal.  To  point  oot 
effects  is  generally  an  easy  task. 

To  devise  and  execute  appropriate  remedies,  especially  wber. 
the  interests  of  many  are  concerned,  is  a  task  far  more  difficui: 
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and  perplexing.  It  is  a  common  remark  that  all  real  reforms  or 
advances  which  affect  important  interests  move  slowly ;  and  the 
history  of  Medical  Education  in  this  country  certainly  does  not 
militate  against  the  truth  of  the  maxim.  Yet  there  is  progress. 
And  the  influence  of  the  National  organization  is  being  felt 
throughout  the  whole  country.  The  absence  of  the  chairmen  of 
the  committees  on  Medical  Education  from  the  two  last  meetings 
of  the  Association,  and  the  consequent  absence  of  any  report  on 
the  subject,  caused  those  meetings  to  pass  by  with  less  discussion 
than  on  former  occasions. 

But  members  did  not,  on  that  account  feel  less  interest  in  the 
general  subject.  The  most  important  action  taken  at  the  last 
meeting,  in  reference  to  it,  was  the  appointmsnt  of  a  special  com- 
mittee to  report  at  the  next  meeting,  on  the  following  resolutions 
offered  by  Dr.  A.  Stille,  of  Philadelphia,  viz.  : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  on  the  following 
question :  Might  not  the  present  system  of  repeating  the  same 
Lectures  to  the  same  classes,  during  two  successive  terms,  be  use- 
fully modified  by  extending  the  Lectures  of  each  chair  over  two 
sessions,  so  as  to  embrace  a  systematic  and  complete  discussion  of 
each  of  the  following  subjects: 

let.  Special  Regional,  and  General  Anatomy,  including  illus- 
trative references  to  Morbid , Anatomy. 

2d.  Inorganic,  Organic,  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry,  and  Toxi- 
cology. 

8d.  General  and  Human  Physiology,  Hygiene,  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

4th.  Medical  Botany,  Materia  Medica,  General  Therapeutics. 

5th.  General  Pathology,  Morbid  Anatomy,  (systematic)  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

6th.  General  Surgical  Pathology  or  Listitutes  of  Surgery, 
Mechanical,  Operative,  and  Medical  Surgery. 

7th  Obstetrics,  Diseases  of  Women,  and  Diseases  of  Children. 

8th.  Hospital  Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Re»olvedf  That  the  committee,  at  an  early  day,  address  the 
several  Medical  Colleges,  in  regard  to  the  proposei  plan  of  instmc- 
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tion,  reqaesiing  from  them  an  official  expression  of  (pinion  opon 
its  merits  and  feasibility." 

The  following  gentlemen  constitute  the  committee  as  appointed 
bj  the  President  of  the  Association,  viz.  :  Drs.  A.  Stilli,  Samuel 
Jackson,  and  John  Bell,  of  Philadelphia,  Jdin  Watson,  of  New 
York,  and  J.  L.  Cabell,  of  Va. 

These  are  names  well  known  to  the  profession,  and  we  dudl  ex- 
pect a  most  able  and  interesting  report  on  the  subject  at  the  next 
meeting. 

The  leading  idea  embraced  in  the  proposition,  is,   that  the 
Lecture  term  in  our  colleges  is  too  short  to  permit  the  seTer&I 
professors  to  present  a  full  and  complete  course  of  Lectures  on  all 
the  topics  that  should  be  embraced  in  their  several  departments. 
But  instead  of  lengthening  each  term,  it  is  proposed  to  niake  each 
course  of  Lectures  extend  over  two  consecutive  college  sessions. 
The  idea  here  advanced  is  undoubtedly  correct.     A  college  term 
of  four  or  five  months  is  certainly  too  short  to  present  a  full 
course  of  instruction  on  all  the  important  branches  of  medical 
science.     But  the  reniedy  proposed  is  liable  to  very  serious  if  no: 
fatal  objections.     In  the  first  place,  the  extension  of  each  coarse 
of  Lectures  over  two  successive  annual  college  terms,    would 
render  it  necessary  that  the  same  class  of  students  should  always 
attend  the  same  college  two  successive  years,  and  that  new  stndento 
could  only  be  consistently  admitted  at  the  commencement  of  each 
alternate  year  or  college  term.    This,  to  say  the  least,  would  l>e 
a  very  great  inconvenience.     But  another  and  even  stronger  oh- 
jection  is,  that  the   proposed  remedy  or  change,  does   not  in  (he 
least  obviate  one  of  the  most  serious  evils  connected  with  our  pre^ 
sent  system  of  medical  instruction,  namely,  the  crowding  upos 
the  mind  of  the  student  a  large  number  of  lectures  each  day,  aci 
simultaneously  on  topics  the  most  elementary  and  the  most  con 
plex  and  practical.  Students  who  have  studied  medicine  only  a  fv  w 
veeks  and  those  who  have  studied  two  and  three  yean  are  reqoir.  i 

listen  to  the  same  lectures ;  and  the  professors  of  practical  mei  - 

ne  and  surgery,  are  aften  lecturing  on  the  details  of  practice  .' 

icir  respective  departments  before  those  of  Physiology,  Anatomj. 

nd  Materia  Medica  have  passed  over  the  first  elementary  priadpl-* 
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of  our  science.  Dr.  Stilli's  proposition  which  seems  to  oontem* 
plate  the  giving  of  the  same  number  of  lectures  bj  the  same  num- 
ber of  professors  each  term,  only  extending  the  course  of  each  so 
as  to  reach  through  two  terms,  does  not  remedy  in  any  degree  this 
greatest  of  all  the  defects  in  our  present  system  of  medical  college 
instruction.  Simply  lengthening  the  college  term,  or  lengthening 
each  course  of  lectures  so  as  to  embrace  two  terms,  will  not  meet 
the  wants  of  the  profession  or  remedy  the  defects  of  the  present 
system.  But  if  we  double  the  length  of  the  present  annual  col- 
lege session,  and  then  divide  it  into  two  terms  ;  so  that  the  elemen- 
tary branches  can  be  taught  or  lectured  on  during  one  of  the 
terms,  and  the  practical  branches  during  the  othef ;  then  students 
in  the  early  part  of  their  studies  could  attend  the  term  during 
which  lectures  were  given  on  branches  appropriate  to  the  period 
of  their  study  only  the  first  year,  and  the  term  suited  to  their 
further  progress  the  next  year.  By  such  an  extension  and  divi« 
sion  of  the  annual  college  session,  the  number  of  chairs  could  be 
increased,  the  whole  field  of  medical  science  more  perfectly  in- 
cluded ;  while  a  smaller  number  of  lectures  would  be  given  daily, 
and  what  is  more  then  all,  the  student  could  receive  his  instruc- 
tion on  the  several  branches  in  their  natural  order  or  succession, 
instead  of  having  them  all  crowded  upon  the  mind  heterogeneously. 
If  all  our  medical  colleges  would  confer  together  and  adopt  such 
a'plan,  and  the  profession  at  large  throughout  its  social  organiza- 
tion also  adopt  some  systematic  plan  for  ensuring  the  attainment 
of  a  proper  preliminary  education,  on  the  part  of  all  young  men, 
before  they  are  permitted  to  enroll  themselves  as  students  of 
Medicine  with  any  respectable  ptactitioner ;  it  would  soon  result 
in  a  vast  improvement  in  the  education  and  usefulness  of  the 
whole  profession  in  this  country. 


To  Subscribers, — The  delay  in  mailing  of  the  last  (September) 
number  of  the  Journal^  was  occasioned  by  the  necessity  of  enclos- 
ing mis  to  those  subscribers  who  stand  in  arrears  on  our  books. 
To  fill  out  and  enclose  nearly  on«  thotisand  biUsj  is  a  task  requir- 
ing both  time  and  patience ;  and  we  had  hoped  that  we  should  be 
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relieved  from  the  task  by  the  prompt  payment  of  sabscriptions  by 
our  readers — ^but  we  have  been  disappointed  to  a  very  great  extent. 
It  requires  only  two  more  numbers  to  complete  the  volume  and  the 
subscription  year.  Will  our  subscribers  act  promptly  7  They 
need  have  no  fears  of  sending  through  the  Post-Office,  if  they 
will  be  particular  to  address  their  letters  to  N.  S.  Davis,  Chicago, 
Illinois. 


Toast — The  following  poetical  toast,  by  Dr.  Oliver  We&deU 
Holmes,  was  prepared  in  the  expectation  that  there  would  be  a 
public  dinner  at  the*  late  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
Bociation,  and  with  the  intention  that  it  should  be  offered  on  that 
occasion : — 

A  triple  health  to  Friendship,  Science,  Art, 
From  heads  and  hands  that  own  a  common  heart ! 
Each  in  its  turn  the  other's  willing  slave  : 
Each  in  its  season  strong  to  heal  and  save. 

Friendship's  blind  service,  in  the  hour  of  need, 
Wipes  the  pale  face — and  lets  the  victim  bleed. 
Science  mast  stop  to  reason  and  explain  : 
Art  claps  his  fingers  on  the  streaming  vein. 

Bat  Art's  brief  memory  fails  the  hand  at  last ; 
Then  Science  lifts  the  flambeaa  of  the  past. 
When  both  their  eqaal  impotence  deplore — 
When  Learning  sighs,  and  Skill  can  do  no  more. 
The  tear  of  Friendship  pours  its  heavenly  balm, 
And  soothes  the  pang  no  anodyne  may  calm  1 


Injections  into  the  Bronchial  Tubes  and  into    Thtbercuiar 
Cavities,  of  Solution  of  Nitrate  of  Silver. — Dr.  Horaoe  Graeo 

Isresented  to  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  in  December 
ast  a  communication  in  which  he  claimed  to  have  treated  broDckial 
affections  and  tuberculosis  with  advantage,  by  the  direct  introdnc- 
on  into  the  lungs  of  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  in- 
sted  through  an  elastic   tube.    The   subject  was  referred  toa 
mmittee,  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  subject. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Academy,  on  Wednesday,  June  6th,  Dr. 
illard  Parker,  the  eminent  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College 
f  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  who  was  chairman  of  the  committee, 
iuade  a  report  on  behalf  of  a  majority  of  that  committee.      We 


BDITORIAL.  485 

take  the  following  summary  of  the  report  from  the  New  York 
DaiUy  Times  of  June  lltb. 

Dr.  Parker  stated  that  the  Committee  had  held  five  meetings— r 
two  at  the  office  of  Dr.  Green,  three  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  and 
had  experimented  upon  thirty-eight  individuals,  and  would  now 
present,  1.  A  History  of  catheterism  of  the  air  passages ;  2.  The 
results  of  their  experiments ;  and  3.  The  opinions  founded  upon 
these  experiments. 

1.  Catheterization  of  the  air  passage  is  no  new  idea :  it  is  re- 
commetided  by  Hippocrates ;  and  Ryland,  in  his  work  on  Diseases 
of  the  Larynx,  devotes  a  short  chapter  to  it. 

2.  The  result  of  their  experimentation  proved,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  whole  Committee,  that  the  operation  is  possible.  In 
eleven  cases  the  instrument  entered  without  doubt  into  the  trachea. 
This  was  evident  to  the  finger  of  tlie  operator  by  local  examina- 
tion. Mireover  the  symptoms  manifested  by  the  patient  are 
unequivocal.  They  are  such  as  always  accompany  the  entrance 
and  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  air  passage,  spasm, 
suffusion  of  eyes,  redness  of  face,  a  sense  of  suflfocation,  and  a 
desire  to  withdraw  the  instrument. 

In  most  instances  the  instrument  passed  into  the  oesophagus, 
and  the  report  next  gave  a  tabular  statement  of  unequivocal  ra- 
tional signs  by  which  it  might  be  determined  into  which  passage 
the  instrument  was  passed.  [This  tabular  statement  is  very 
incomplete.] 

When  the  instrument  is  passed  into  the  trachea,  the  face  becomes 
turgid,  respiration  croupy,  there  is  spasmodic  cough,  and  a  sense 
of  immediate  impending  suffocation.  If  assured  that  there  is  no 
danger  (in  one  instance  seen),  the  patient  can  be  enabled  to  bear 
the  instrument  for  a  short  period. 

When  the  instrument  enters  the  oesophagus  there  is  a  hoarse, 
stridulous  voice,  retching,  and  cough,  generally  vomiting ;  but 
after  a  short  interval  these  symptoms  pass  away :  the  irritation  is 
allayed,  and  the  voice  becomes  nearly  natural.  In  but  one  case 
were  these  peculiarities  absent,  and  in  that  sensibility  of  the  parts 
was  deadened  by  previous  syphilitic  disease. 

As  a  rule  the  rational  signs  will  distinguish  the  location  of  the 
instrument.  The  blowing  out  of  the  candle  by  expiration  through 
the  tube,  and  the  inflation  of  a  bladder  tied  over  tne  end,  are  not 
sound  tests,  as  this  might  be  done  by  the  emission  of  gas  from  the 
stomach,  when  the  tube  was  purposely  passed  into  the  oesophagus. 

The  opinion  of  the  operator  is  unreliable  when  based  upon  his 
own  opinion,  without  reference  to  these  rational  signs.  Dr.  Green 
being  himself  repeatedly  mistaken,  as  confessed  by  him. 

The  sensations  of  patients  are  often  reliable  after  many  applica- 
tions have  taught  the  different  feelings. 
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The  facility  of  the  operation  does  not  depend  upon  die  pietiovs 
preparation  of  the  patient,  as  insisted  on  by  Dr.  Green,  for,  with 
the  exception  of  Wetmore,  patients  who  had  frequent  applicatioos 
of  the  caustic  to  the  fances  for  six  months  were  equally  mtokniit 
as  the  new  patients. 

Much  depends  upon  the  character  and  form  of  the  instramflnti* 
With  a  tube  curved  by  a  stylet  to  a  form  corresponding  to  aciide 
of  six  inches  diameter,  in  thirteen  cases  five  failed,  or  38  per  cent 
of  failure,  which  proves  that  the  trachea  may  be  enter^  with  a 
yerj  considerable  certainty. 

With  a  tube  with  a  small  curve,  such  as  used  by  Dr.  Gieeo,  in 
38  cases  35  failed  or  92  per  cent,  of  failure. 

With  a  sponge  probang,  in  18  cases  there  were  18  &ilni€a,OT 
100  per  cent,  of  failure. 

The  conclusion  is,  that  the  sponge  probang,  or  slightly  coned 
tube,  cannot  be  made  to  enter  the  trachea,  if  largely  cux^,  can; 
that  local  application  within  the  trachea  is  diiScult,  and  rarelysac- 
cessfnl ;  and  whether  an  instrument  may  be  passed  at  will  into  the 
right  or  left  bronchi,  the  committee  leave  to  the  Academy  to  decide 
from  these  facts. 

The  committee  considered  themselves  excused  from  entering 
into  the  therapeutical  value  of  the  application,  as  proposed  on  the 
grounds  that  they  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  discuss  a  mere 
Sieoretical  question.  A  post-mortem  of  a  consumptive  is  given, 
where  death  followed  in  twenty- six  hours  after  operation. 

This  report  was  signed  by  Dr.  Parker,  I.  Wood,  and  H.  0,  Stenc- 
Dr.  A;  H.  Stevens  is  absent  from  the  city,  and  two  other  memben 
reported  to  concur  in  it,  but  they  were  absent  and  their  names 
were  not  appended. 

Prof.  Baker,  the  colleague  of  Dr.  Green  in  the  New  York  Medi- 
cal College,  made  a  minority  report,  stating  the  reason  why  he 
could  not  sign  the  majority  report. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  academy,  on  the  following 
Wednesday,  the  reports  were  again  read,  and  after  some  debate 
the  reports  and  the  paper  of  Dr.  Green  were  ordered  to  the  com- 
mittee on  publication,  to  be  printed  in  the  TVansaetians  of  ti)f 
Academy,  and  distributed  to  the  members  previoaa  to  the  nei> 
meeting. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  the  next  regular  meeting  on  tbc 
eoond  Wednesday  in  July. — Medical  News. 
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STARLING  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

SESSION  OF  1855-56. 

LEOTURES  — ^The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  the  18th 
of  October,  and  continue  for  twenty  weeks,  ending  Taesday,  the 
6th  of  March. 

FACULTY, 

S.  M.  Smith,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Dean. 

F.  Garter,  M.D..  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

E.  Moore,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

J^hn  Dawson,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology. 

J.  W.  Hamilton,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica,  Therapeotics  aad 
Medical  Jarispmdence. 

Theo.  G.  Wormley,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

S.  Loving,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

FEES.— Tickets  for  all  the  Professors,  $60,00;  Matricolation  Ticket, 
$a,00;  Graduation  Fee,  $20,00;  Ticket  for  the  privileges  of  the  Dis- 
secting Room,  including  the  services  of  the  Demonstrator,  $5,00. 

Snljects  for  discussion  in  the  building  furnished  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense, on  application  to  the  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and  in  no  other 

WAY. 

Liqniries  and  requests  being  sometimes  made  for  indulgence  in  time, 
we  propose  to  allow,  in  such  cases,  that  a  judgment  note  for  $65,  with 
interest  and  approved  security,  payable  in  one  year,  may  be  taken.  Bat 
onr  rule  is,  payment  within  the  first  three  weeks  of  the  session. 

Expenses  tor  a  Single  Session. 
Fees,  including  the  Dissecting  Ticket,  $68;  Boarding,  including  lights 
and  fnel,  from  $2  to  $3  per  week,  for  twenty  weeks,  $40  to  $60. — 

Total  $108  to  $128  80 
There  are  three  extensive  Bookstores  in  Columbus,  at  which  Medical 
works  in  great  variety  are  sold  at  very  low  rates.  Surgical,  Obstetrical, 
and  Dissecting  Instruments  are  readily  obtained. 

S.  M.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Dean. 
Colnoibus,  Ohio,  Sept.,  1855. 


BOOK  &  JOB  PRINTING. 

A.  B.  CASE, 
lESxeoateB  every  variety  of  Plain  and  Ornamental  Book  and  Job 

PRINTING, 

iEn  good  style,  and  on  reasonable  terms. 

Office— Cor.  Clark  &  Bandolpb  Sts.,  Chicago,  DI. 
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MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 

SESSION  OF  1856-56. 

THE  THIRTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  COURSE  OF  LECTURES 
in  this  Institution,  will  commence  on  the  15th  day  of  October,  and 
continue  until  the  last  day  of  February. 

FACULTY.— Thos.  Wood,  MD.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy;  J.  A.  War- 
der, M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology;  James  Graham,  M.D., 
Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics;  G.  C.  Blackman,  M.  D., 
Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery: 
John  H.  Tate,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology,  Hygiene  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence; N.  T.  Marshall,  M.D.,  Prof  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children;  S.  G.  Armor,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology  and 
Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine;  R.  L.  Rea,  M.D.,  Demoa- 
strator  of  Anatomy. 

FEE  for  the  Whole  Course,  $92;  Matriculation  (paid  only  once)  $5: 
Hospital,  $5;  Graduation,  $25;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $8;  Board, 
$2,50  to  $3,00  a  week. 

A  Prvlimlnary  coarstt.  Tre9  "to  M  stndMitB.  wiU  ooumenee  on  thv  lit  of  October  tad  eo«* 
tiautt  antil  the  oommeooement  of  the  regular  BeMion 

CUnieal  InMtniction  by  the  ProfessorB  of  Olinioal  Medieine  and  Bnrgvry.  will  b«  glT«o  daDj 
at  tbtt  Oommproial  Hospital. 

A  Medical  and  Surgical  (Miniqae  has  also  been  eflt&bliflke'l  In  connection  vftb  the  Coll«g» 
At  whieh  canes  will  be  pretcribfd  for,  and  operations  performed,  in  pr'sonce  of  tbo  CIam 

Student"  may  rely  upon  an  abundant  and  prompt  supply  of  matrbial 

Letters  addressed  to  the  Dean,  or  any  member  of  theFaculty  irill  he  promptly  vnam^nd. 

students,  on  arrivipg  ia  the  city,  can  ok'ta  n  farther  information  by  ealliac  on  the  Deoa  et 
Janitor  at  the  College,  on  6th  street,  bctw* en  Race  and  Tine 

S.  G.  ARMOR,  M.D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Thob.  Wood,  M.D.,  Registrar. 

PHILADELPHIA  C0LLEGE~0F~MED1CINE. 

THE  Winter  Session  will  begin  on  Monday,  October  8,  1855. 
The  Spring  Session  will  open  in  March,  1856,  and  close  in  July. 
Degrees  are  conferred  in  March  and  July. 

FACULTY. 
George  Hewst^n,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
H.  Howard  Rand,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
H.Hartshome,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
James  L.  Tyson,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica. 
Isaac  A.  Pennypacker,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Practice  of  Medicine. 
James  Bryan,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Lewis  D.  Harlow,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery,  etc. 
Joseph  Parrish,  M.D.,  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Midwifery,  eta 

FEES.—One  Full  Course,  $84;  Perpetual  Ticket,  $160;  Matrk-^'. 
'on,  S5;  Graduation,  $30. 
The  students  are  examined  daily  by  the  Professors  upon  each  l)rai. 
dvanced  students  are  furnished  gratuitously  with  the  liospital  t..  ^ 
r  one  year,  and  have  opportunities  of  attending  cases  in  Medictne,  >- 
iTj  and  Midwifery,  under  care  of  the  Professors. 
For  announcement  or  other  information,  address 

B.  HOWARD  RAND,  M.D.,  Demn. 
At  the  College,  3d  st,,  beloir  Walnut 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


ART.  I. — Cases  ofEczema^  "Rented  to  i/ie  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Cook 
C&WHty  Medical  Sookty,  for  October,  1856.  By  T.  Bbvan,  M.  D., 
of  Chicago. 

JUNB  19th,  1856.— Mr.  Wm.  Felley  brought  to  my  office  his 
boy  of  8  years,  who  had  been  affected  with  an  eruption  about  the 
aaoa  since  the  second  week  of  his  life.  He  had  been  treated  in 
New  York  and  this  city,  by  various  medical  gentlemen,  and  with 
little  or  no  amelioration  of  his  symptoms — ^he  presents  the  appear- 
anee  of  rather  a  debilitated  condition  of  the  general  health,  is 
somewhat  emaciated  though  not  very  much  so, — his  bowels  are 
alternately  loose  and  constipated,  appetite  pretty  good,  very  much 
annoyed  by  the  eruption  about  the  anus,  which  itches  and  pains 
him  constantly.  When  he  walks  he  straddles  his  legs  wide  apart 
80  as  to  prevent  the  friction  and  consequent  pain  of  the  nates 
against  each  other.  The  eruption  presents  a  continuous  redish 
purple  surface,  presenting  some  points  of  excoriated  surface,  some 
veritable  scabs  and  pustules  of  the  kind  appertaining  to  Eczema 
iapetiginodes.  Radiating  from  the  circumference  of  the  anus  are 
numerous  fissures  varying  in  depth,  from  the  32d  to  the  1-16  of 
an  ine h|  and  Iwgth  from  i  to  |  of  an  inch. 

60 


490  ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  history  of  the  case  as  well  as  I  could  learn  was,  Ihat  the 
fissures  had  always  ezbted ;  the  redness  and  eruption  was  some- 
times  much  better  than  at  others,  corresponding  to  the  subsidence 
and  desquamation  of  the  Eczema.  He  has  great  pain  at  stool, 
especially  if  the  fseces  be  hard  or  even  of  normal  consistence,  aad 
his  countenance  presents  the  peculiar  appearance  of  a  person 
suffering  from  a  constantly  recurring  pain. 

The  husband  admitted  to  having  had  on  two  occasions  the 
venereal  'disease ;  but^from  examination  I  was  satisfied  it  had  never 
made  any  constitutional  appearance. — (He  has  a  stricture  also, 
which  presupposed  an  antecedent  gonorrhea.  The  parents  are  of 
the  lower  class  of  English — not  particularly  filthy,  but  of  none 
the  most  careful  habits.)  The  discharges  from  the  bowels 
and  bladder  do  not  irritate  by  remaining  in  contact  with  the 
diseased  surface.  The  whole  surface  diseased  would  amount  to 
about  ten  or  eleven  superficial  square  inches. 

My  diagnosis  was  a  case  of  chronic  Eczema  impetiginodes  com- 
plicated with  fissures  of  the  anus.  These  fissures  of  the  anus 
sometimes  occasion  the  most  tormenting  pains,  causing  a  sort  of 
spasmodic  action  of  the  sphincter :  judging,  first,  it  was  judicious 
to  combat  the  eczema,  I  put  the  patient  on  the  solution  of  arseniate 
af  potassa.  Fowler's  solution,  in  doses  of  three  drops,  three  times 
a  day.  To  the  surface  of  eruption,  I  directed  to  be  applied 
after  each  discharge  from  the  bowels  a  solution  of  sal  soda, 
and  regularly  three  times  a  day,  cleansed  with  this  solutioi^  and 
an  application  of  the  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  in  the  emul- 
sion of  bitter  almonds.  Applied  at  night  after  being  well  clemnaed, 
I  directed  an  ointment  of 

R    Axunge,  Sj. 

Ung.  Hydrarg.  5j- 
Pulv.  Opii.  9j. 
Tannin  5j. 

M.  Ung. 
.0  be  freely  applied  te  the  surface.     I  should  have  stated  thai 
8,  from  the  scales  net  being  well  removed  at  first,  did  not  eoae 
4  contact  with  the  surface  as  I  desired,  and  I  directed  a  poaltiee  of 
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iluMM^ed  meal,  during  two  or  three  nights  after  which  the  abo?e 
treatment  was  continued. 

On  the  25th,  there  was  a  very  decided  amelioration  of  the 
ecsema ;  the  sur&ce  was  clean,  and  less  pain  with  stools,  the 
fissures  were  contracted,-  some  of  them  extending  within  the 
anus.  Persisting,  £  directed  the  ointment  to  be  introduced  on 
the  finger  within  the  anus.  The  arsenic  being  borne  well  bj  the 
stomach,  I  directed  five  drops  instead  of  three,  at  a  dose,  and  the 
other  remedies  were  continued,  and  when  the  bowels  were  consti- 
pated to  be  opened  with  flor.  sulph.  and  magnes.  sulph. 

July  1st. — There  has  been  rapid  disappearance  of  the  fissures ; 
there  is  no  pain  at  stool ;  appetite  has  been  rather  poor  on  account 
of  arsenic  causing  some  irritation  of  the  stomach,  diminished  the 
dose  to  three  drops,  and  continued  medicine  as  before. 

July  20th.— Almost  well. 

Sept.  1st. — ^The  fissures  have  certainly  disappeared,  the  skin 
has  assumed  the  natural  appearance,  and  the  parts  are  perfectly 
sound  and  healthy.  Child  is  rapidly  increasing  in  flesh  and  vigor, 
and  the  cure  is  perfect. 


Gasb  no.  II — Occurred  in  a  girl  of  11  years,  the  daughter  of 
Mrs.  W 1. 

For  ten  months  the  scalp  has  presented  points  of  inflammation 
characterized  by  small  vesicles  accuminated,  confluent,  agglomerat- 
ed, and  diffused  over  the  surface  of  the  scalp;  containing  a  trans- 
parent serous  fluid.  These  vesicles  developed  on  a  surface  some- 
times red  and  inflamed,  and  sometimes  almost  without  redness 
or  apparent  inflammation  of  the  skin,  ruptured  and  exhale  the 
liquid  which  is  soon  converted  into  white  dry  scales,  adherent  to 
the  hairs  and  surface,  amid  which  they  are  formed,  and  in  this  as 
in  most  cases  of  eczema  of  the  scalp,  swarming  with  small  deer 
and  their  deposits. 

The  younger  sister  of  the  patient  is  afiected  with  the  disease, 
though  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the  first  case.  The  whole  scalp, 
as  fiir  as  there  is  hair,  is  attacked  some  with  the  coating  of  scales 
and  vermin.    I  directed  the  hair  to  be  clipped  off"  as  close  as  pos- 
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sible  with  scissors ;  a  warm  poultice  of  the  linseed  meal  to  \o 
applied  to  the  whole  surface  of  the  scalp,  and  following  lihis  the 
head  to  be  thoroughly  cleansed  with  the  alkali.  Against  the 
vermin  the  unguentum  hydrarg,  and  frequent  cleansings  of  th  e 
scalp   were  directed  ;  following  this  the  solution  of 

Corrosive  Sublimate,  grs.  v. 

Emuls.  Bitter  Almonds  %\. 

M. 
Freely  applied  to  the  eruptive  surface  in  conjunction  with  die 
arsenical  solution,  three  drops  at  a  dose,  three  times  a  day,  and 
keeping  the  bowels  free  with  the  sulph.  and  magnes.  Under  Ais 
treatment  the  eczema  rapidly  disappeard,  and  six  weeks  from  the 
commencement  of  the  medication,  the  scalp  was  perfectly  free 
from  disease. 

The  other  case  of  her  sister  was  treated  in  the  same  way  with 
the  same  results. 

The  results  of  these  cases  are  very  favorable  to  tbe  effective- 
ness of  the  preparation  of  arsenic  in  this  variety  of  chronic  exan- 
themata, as  a  constitutional  remedy ;  and  notwithstanding  the  fears 
that  some  entertain  of  its  injurious  effects  on  the  system  in  the 
production  of  ascites,  anasarca,  etc.,  is  one  of  our  best  remedies 
in  combating  those  diseases.  Gazenave,  who  has  for  years  used 
.  the  remedy  in  hundreds  of  cases,  attests  that  when  prudently  ad- 
ministered it  is  not  more  dangerous  than  Quinine  or  a  host  of 
other  remedies  used  every  day  in  our  ordinary  practice. 

Another  remedy  which  was  used  in  these  cases,  I  would  oom- 

mend  to  the  notice  of  the  gentlemen  pf  the  society,  which  is  tbe 

Emulsion  of  Bitter  Almonds,  either  alone  or  holding  in  solution 

the  Sublimate  of  Mercury.    It  is  applicable  to  all  cases  of  ex- 

-^nthematous  diseases  having  a  persistent  tendency.    There  seems 

be,  especially  with  exanthemata,  a  local  predisposition,  as  well 

general,  and  in  combating  this  I  have  found  it  especially  nse^ 

,  continued  for  months  if  necessary.    I  have  seen  it  in  seTetml 

ies  eradicate  erysipelas  of  the  face,  and  it  is  the  only  reaedy 

down  to  me  that  will  have  this  effect 
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ART.  II. — Report  on  the  Sanitary  Characteristics  of  Chicago  during 
the  Summer  of  ISbb  ;  or  the  connection  between  Meteorological  PhenomenOr 
amd  the  FrevaUnce  of  artain  diseases.  By  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Mfk 
Bead  to  the  Cook  County  Medical  Society,  October  9th,  185S. 

Thbrb  is  no  subject  of  more  interest  to  the  physician,  or  of 
greater  importance  to  the  community,  than  that  which  relates  to 
the  causes  of  disease.  More  especially  is  this  true  in  rektioB  to 
those  causes,  whether  predisposing  or  exciting,  which  determine 
the  prevalence  and  severity  of  such  endemic  and  eptdemic  diseases 
as  recur  annually,  at  stated  seasons,  or  more  irregularly  and  al 
bnger  intervals,  but  with  greater  relative  fatality.  For  just  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  and  correctness  of  our  knowledge  ooi^ 
coming  the  efficient  cause  or  causes  of  any  particular  disease  will 
be  our  ability  to  modify  or  entirely  counteract  the  effects.  AH 
the  important  questions  relating  to  the  establishment  of  Quaraa* 
tines,  and  other  sanitary  regulations  for  the  prevention  of  disease, 
in  citied  and  isolated  communities,  can  only  be  answered  by  a  care- 
ful and  rigid  investigation  of  all  those  circumstances  capable  of 
aflfecting  the  health  either  of  separate  classes  or  of  the  whole  com<- 
munity.  Investigations  by  individual  members  of  the  profession 
and  by  special  sanitary  commissions,  both  in  this  country  and 
Europe,  have  been  made  sufficient  to  show  that  as  a  general  rule, 
diseases,  whether  endemic  or  epidemic  prevail  most  and  are  most 
fatal  in  those  parts  of  cities  where  the  inhabitants  are  subjected  to 
the  combined  influences  of  filth,  dampness,  and  poverty.  Hence 
great  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the  necessity  of  removing  these 
circumstances,  and  the  idea  has  been  inculcated  that  such  removal 
would  be  sufficient  of  itself  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  se?ero 
epidemic  or  endemic  diseases. 

That  the  circumstances  just  alluded  to  are  sufficient  often  to 
determine  the  development  of  typhoid  and  typhus  fevers,  dysen- 
tery, erysipelas,  Ac,  in  individuals  exposed  to  them,  I  have  no 
doubt.  That  by  their  debilitating  influence  on  those  habitually 
exposed  to  them,  they  act  as  predisposing  causes  of  epidemic 
diseases,  is  also  evident.  Consequently  there  is  generally  a  greater 
annual  average  mortality  in  districts  where  these  circumstances 
exist  than  in  those  otherwise  the  same,  but  where  these  are  absent. 
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It  requires,  however,  but  a  moderately  close  seareh  into  the  de* 
tailed  history  of  epidemics  occorriDg  at  the  same  place  in  Bacoes- 
sive  years,  or  in  different  places  during  the  same  year,  to  shov 
that  the  circumstances  and  conditions  generally  included  imder 
the  head  of  filth,  dampness,  and  poverty,  are  not  alone,  or  alleom- 
bined,  sufficient  to  explain  the  origin  and  prevalence  of  anck 
diseases. 

A  still  smaller  amount  of  research  will  show  that  their  orig^ 
and  spread  cannot  be  generally  traced  to  any  speciea  of  importa- 
tion, communicability  or  contagion.     I  say  generally^  because  it 
must  be  admitted  that  in  some  instances  the  facts  are  so  plainly 
and  directly  in  favor  of  communication  by  importation   in  ships 
from  infected  places,  that  the  conclusion  cannot  be  easily  avoided. 
Tet  where  one  such  unequivocal  case  occurs,  a  score  of  others  are 
on  record  in  reference  to  which  no  such  origin   can   possibly  be 
traced.    Yet  millions  of  money  have  been  expended  by  municipsl 
governments  in  establishing  and  enforcing  Quarantine  regulations 
under  the  confident  expectation  of  preventing  severe  pestilences 
by  cutting  off  their  introduction  from  abroad.     In  view  of  the 
present  uncertainty  and  defective  knowledge  on  this  subject,  it  is 
a  duty  incumbent  upon   the  Medical  Profession  to  enter  upon  a 
still  more  careful  and  extended  investigation  of  this  whole  matter. 
In  conducting  this   inquiry  we   should  not  start  with  the  effort  to 
collect  such  facts  only  as  tend  to  corroborate  or  disprove  aome 
special  theory ;  but  we  should  first  consider  carefully,  the  various 
modes  by  which  morbid  causes,  of  whatever  nature,  may  be  made 
to  act  simultaneously  on  whole  communities  or  particular  parts  of 
communities.    If  we  reflect  a  little  upon  this  preliminary  question^ 
we  shall  perceive  that  any  cause  capable  of  acting  upon  whole 
communities,  must  exist  in  the  soil  uponwhich  they  live,  or  in  the 
fater  of  which  they  drink,  or  in  the  air  they  breathe.     In  other 
rords  a  cause,  to  act  on  many  persons  at  the  same  time,  must  gain 
ocess  to  them  through  some  one  of  those  elements  that  are  common 
o  all.    By  doing  this  we  obtain  a  basis  for  investigation ;  aad  wt 
may  next  proceed  to   the  inquiry  whether  particular  changas  in 
any  of  these  elements  invariably  precede  or  accompany  the  preva- 
lence of  any  one  disease,  or  class  of  diseases.    In  pursuing  this 
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nqoirj  ^e«hall  find  no  difficulty  in  tracing  a  cloeie  relationship 
1)etween<certain  appreciable  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  such  as 
temporalure  and  moisture,  and  the  preyalence  of  some  diseases. 

ThviB  me  find  diarrhoeas  and  dysenteries  prevailing,  more  or 
less,  during  certain  warm  months  of  the  year,  in  all  cities  and 
densely  populated  districts ;  however  diverse  may  be  the  geolo^^cal 
formations  on  which  they  are  located. 

Again,  we  trace  with  equal  readiness  the  connection,  to  a  cer- 
tain  extent  at  least,  between  certain  geological  formations  and  the 
prevalence  of  periodical  fevers.  But  while  we  may  easily  fix 
upon  (Certain  conditions  of  soil  and  atmosphere  which  hold  a  pretty 
uniform  relation  to  endemic  diseases,  or  such  as  prevail  habitually 
in  particular  localities,  or  during  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  the 
true  qndemics  appear  and  disappear  so  irregularly,  at  intervals 
so  remote,  and  on  geological  formations  so  diverse  that  it  is  not 
easjr  to  ferret  out  the  laws  which  govern  them,  or  the  changes  in 
the  elements  which  precede  and  accompany  their  prevalence. 
We  have  indulged  in  these  general  observations,  not  with  the  in- 
tenton  of  pursuing  the  investigations  to  which  they  relate  in  all 
their  hearing,  but  rather  for  the  purpose  of  indicating 
their  icnpertance  and  of  showing  their  connection  with  the  obser- 
vations wliich  follow.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Epid^ 
mics  and  the  Sanitary  condition  of  this  city,  I  must  restrict  ray 
reiport  on  the  present  occasion  mostly  to  a  detail  of  facts  as  tiiey 
have  come  under  my  observation  during  the  past  summer.  But  I 
trust  the  society  will  excuse  me  if  I  so  far  digress  from  the  legiti- 
mate business  of  the  committee  as  to  compare  these  facts  with  those 
gathered  during  the  two  preceding  summers,  with  a  view  of  deter- 
laining  how  far  valuable  conclusions  may  be  drawn,  in  reference  to 
the  connection  between  certain  atmospheric  conditions  and  the 
prevalence  of  such  epidemics,  as  have  come  under  our  observa- 
tion. At  the  meeting  of  this  society  in  June  a  report  was  made, 
containing  a  brief  account  of  the  prevalence  of  disease  in  the  city 
firom  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  to  that  date.  From  that 
report  and  ether  sources,  we  learn  that  the  monthly  mortality 
thus  fiir  during  the  present  year,  has  been  as  follows,  viz. : 
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Jaouary,   1855,  whole  number  of  deaths,  128 

February,     "        '^         "  "  108 

March,         "        "        "  "  124 

April,  "        "        ''  "  105 

Ma^,  **        ''        "  "  90 

June,  ^'        ''        ''  "  8T 

July,  "        "        ''  "  239 

August,       "        "        "  "  448 

Sept.,  "        "        "  ''  SIO 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  table  that  the  smallest  mumber  of  deaths 

occurred  during  the  month  of  June,  being  less  than  three  per 

•«lay  in  a  population  of  80,000.     The  weekly  reports  of  deaths 

«how  nearly  the  same  low  ratio  of  mortality  during  the  first  two 

<weeks  of  July.     During  ;the  third  week,  however,  a  pretty  n^id 

increase  took  place,  and  during  the  fourth  and  fifth  weeks  themor- 

ttality  reached  near  the  maximum  for  the  summer.  Thus  daring  the 

Pirst  week  in  July,  whole  number  of  deaths  was  92 

Second  "        "         "        "  "        '*  M 

Third    *•        "  "        *'  "        **  74 

Fourth  "        "  UK  w        cc  90 

The  weekly  mortality  for  the  month  of  August  was  as  follows,  Tic: 

First  week  from  the  8d  to  the  10th,  95 

Second  '•        "         10th    "    17th,  116 

Third     «        "         17th     "    24th,  87 

Fourth  ♦*        "         24th    "    81st,  109 

During  the  month  of  September,  the  mortality  again  decreased 

from  week  to  week  as  follows : 

From  September  Ist  to  8th,  deaths,  104 

"  "        8th  •*  15th,       "  91 

"      15th  "  22d,        "  85 

"      22d  *'  29th,      "  50 

From  these  weekly  details,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  namber  oS 
iths  rapidly  increased  from  the  middle  of  July  to   the  17th  of 
[August ;  then  notably  declined  for  one  week,  followed  by  an  in- 
crease from  the  24th  of  the  latter  month  to  the  15th  of  September: 
since  which  time  the  number  has  again  steadily  decreased.     On 
examining  the  Meteorological  records  kept  during  the  last  tliret 


OBIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS.  497 

mbnths,  and  comparing  them  with  the  foregoing  tables  of  weekly 
mortality,  some  interesting  coincidences  may  be  noticed.  The 
month  of  June  was  unusually  cool,  and  the  average  degree  of 
moisture  in  the  atmosphere  not  above  the  ordinary  standard ; 
although  to  this  there  were  some  minor  exceptions  which  will  be 
noticed  when  we  consider  the  prevalence  of  particular  diseases. 
The  first  six  days  of  July  were  all  marked  as  clear,  cool,  and 
dry,  except  a  slight  sprinkling  of  rain  on  the  morning  of  the 
third.  During  all  these  days  the  atmosphere  contained  less  than 
the  ordinary  degree  of  moisture,  and  the  wind  was  from  the  West, 
North-west,  and  North.  The  seventh  was  still  clear  and  dry, 
bat  much  warmer.  The  eighth  was  very  warm,  with  south  wind 
and  copious  showers  of  rain.  The  ninth  was  clear,  extremely 
warm,  and  atmosphere  saturated  with  moisture,  with  a  continuance 
of  wind  from  the  South.  The  eleventh  and  twelfth  were  clear, 
cooler,  and  wind  from  the  East.  From  the  thirteenth  to  the 
nineteenth  it  was  clear,  except  showers  on  the  fifteenth  and  seven- 
teenth. The  atmospheric  temperature  and  moisture  were  both  high 
during  the  whole  time,  with  the  prevailing  winds  from  the  South 
and  South-west.  The  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  was  clear, 
warm  and  oppressive,  with  wind  from  the  South  and  a  moist 
atmosphere.  It  continued  so  until  half  past  three  o'clock,  P.  M., 
at  which  time  the  mercury  in  the  Thermometer  stood  at  96° 
Fahrenheit.  At  that  hour  the  wind  suddenly  changed  and  blew 
from  the  North-west  and  North,  with  so  rapid  a  reduction  of  the 
atmospheric  temperature,  that  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  mercury 
had  sunk  to  68°  F. ;  thereby  showing  the  downward  range  of  28° 
in  half  an  hour.  At  six  o'clock  the  same  evening  the  tempera- 
ture was  only  62°  <  thus  showing  the  extreme  range  of  84° 
in  the  short  space  of  two  and  a  half  hours.  It  remained 
cool  only  about  48  hours,  when  the  temperature  again 
increased  with  the  full  medium  degree  of  atmospheric  moisture. 
On  the  25th  it  was  warm  and  rainy  with  the  wind  from  the  West. 
The  26th  and  27th  were  recorded  as  '^  clear,  but  damp  and  op- 
pressive," with  the  wind  from  the  South-west.  The  remaining 
four  days  of  the  month  were  less  hot,  but  the  moisture  of  the 
atmosphere  was  but  little  if  any  less  than  during  the  preceding 

61 
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two  days.  The  meteorological  characteristics  oi'  the  moatk  of 
August  are  given  as  folbws  in  one  of  the  daily  papers  of  the  city, 
dommunicated  by  an  intelligent  druggist  of  this  city,  viz.  : 

^^  The  promise  of  early  summer  has  not  disappointed  us; 
and  August  has  proved  a  cool,  refreshing,  and  comfortable  month. 
The  mean  temperature  for  the  month  has  been  72"",  more  than 
4^  less  than  the  average  of  August,  1854.  The  average  height 
of  the  mercury  at  7  A.  M.  was  6G^;  at  noon  77**,  and  at  6  P.  M. 
72^ 

''  The  mercury  rose  to  80°  and  over  on  thirteen  days  of  the 
month,  and  fell  below  60°  on  two  days,  the  17th  and  18th.  The 
hottest  day  was  the  31st,  when  the  mercury  rose  to  89°  and  the 
^  coldest  on  the  17th,  when  it  descended  to  52°.  Thus  the  total 
range  for  the  month  was  37°.  The  average  daily  range  was  12% 
the  highest  on  the  Slst,  24°,  the  smallest  on  the  22d,  when  the 
mercury  indicated  the  same  degree  (64°)  throughout  the  day. 

Refreshing  rains  have  llillen  on  seven  days  of  the  month,  twice 
accompanied  Avith  thunder,  viz.  :  on  the  night  of  the  3d  and  the 
15th.  The  sky  has  been  clear  on  fifteen  whole  and  seven  half 
days,  and  cloudy  on  seven  whole  and  nine  half  days. 

The  wind  has  blown  from  the  North,  on  two  whole  and  six  half 
days,  Irom  the  N.  E.  on  five  whole  and  five  half  days,  and  from 
the  N.  W.  on  one  whole  and  two  half  days.  It  has  blown  from  the 
South  on  one  whole  day  and  two  half  days,  and  from  the  S.  £• 
on  one  whole  day  and  five  half  days,  and  from  the  S.  W.  on  five 
wholo  and  six  half  days.  It  has  blown  from  the  East  on  three  half 
days,  and  same  from  the  West.  The  prevailing  wind  from  the  N. 
:ind  Easterly  quarters  explain  the  coolness  of  the  month,  affecting 
favorably  the  health  of  the  city,  and  the  chief  cause  of  sickness 
has  been  the  sudden  atmospheric  changes,  which  have  occurred 
on  eight  days  of  the  month,  more  especially  on  the  20th^  21s^ 
24th,  25th,  and  31st. 

The  summer  of  1855  is  ended;  and  all  will  gratefully  contrast 
it  with  its  predecessor  the  summer  of  1854.    Joseph  Willard/  ' 

This  account  though  sufficiently  correct  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  de* 
ficient  in  two  particulars  important  to  the  Medical  inquirier^  It 
gives  us  averages  of  temperature,  winds  and  rain,  without  stating  to 
what  extent  any  of  these  elements  coincided  at  any  one  tiine  :  and 
it  omits  all  information  on  the  subject  of  atmospheric  moisture. 

If  we  should  say  that  the  seven  raioy  days  were  pretty  equally 
distributed  through  the  month ;  that  each  was  preceded  by  two  or 
three  days  of  warm,  clear,  weather,  and  immediately  followed  by 
a  North  or  North-east  wind  and  two  cool  days,  we  ^oald  fonrtj 
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a  fiMXj  correct  ide»  of  the  ^reatber  for  the  month.  The  coolest 
part  ^f  the  month  as  indicated  by  the  Bummarj  of  Mr.  Willard, 
as  well  as  our  records,  was  from  the  17th  to  the  24th.  With  the 
exception  of  a  very  few  days,  the  atmospheric  moisture  was  above 
tbe'average  throughout  the  month.  Its  maximum  degree  was  from 
the  sixth  to  the  fourteenth  of  the  month.  The  meteorological 
characteristics  of  the  first  half  of  September  corresponded  very 
closely  with  those  of  August.  On  the  seventeenth,  at  noon  the 
temperature  was  ^6°  F. ;  but  during  the  following  night  a  violent 
storm  of  rain  and  wind  from  the  North-east  occurred,  with  a  re- 
d^tion  of  temperature  to  G2^  F.,  on  the  18th,  and  to  58°  F.,  on 
the  19th  at  noon.  From  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  month,  the 
atmosphere  was  cool,  moderately  damp,  and  the  prevailing  winds 
from  the  North  and  East. 

If  we  compare  these  meteorological  details  with  the  weekly  mor- 
tality as  already  given,  we  shall  find  that  every  marked  increase 
in  the  ratio  of  mortality  was  immediately  preceded  or  accompanied 
by  an  elevated  temperature,  high  degree  of  atmospheric  moisture, 
and  South  or  South-westerly  winds. 

For  striking  examples  of  this,  note  the  rapid  increase  of  mor- 
tality during  the  third  week  in  July  and  the  last  week  in  August. 
On  the  other  hand  the  continuance,  for  three  or  four  days,  of  a 
low  degree  of  temperature  and  moisture,  with  winds  from  the 
JN^orth  and  East,  was  uniformly  followed  by  a  decrease  of  mortality. 
This  was  strikingly  illustrated  during  the  week  following 
the  17th  of  August,  and  again  after  the  severe  storm  of  the  17th 
and  l8th  of  September.  If  we  now  turn  our  attention  to  the 
prevalence  of  particular  diseases,  we  shall  observe  coincidences 
equally  interesting  with  the  foregoing.  The  month  of  June,  as 
seen  by  reference  to  the  table  presents  a  lower  ratio  of  mortality 
than  any  other  month  of  the  present  year  :  yet  it  was  during  the 
latter  part  of  that  month,  that  those  diseases  commenced  their 
prevalence  which  proved  most  fata)  during  the  remainder  of  the 
summer.  For  several  dajs  preceding  the  16th  of  June  the 
atmosphere  had  been  clear,  dry,  and  pleasant.  On  the  16th  it 
become  more  warm  and  damp,  followed  in  the  evening  by  copious 
showers  with  thunder,  and  a  cool  North-east  wind. 
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During  most  of  the  17th  the  atmosphere  was  filled  with  a  dense 
cold  fog,  followed  by  rain  again   at  night.     The  18th,  19th  and 
20th,  were  clear  and  cool,  but   the  atmosphere  damp.     On  these 
days  several  fatal  cases  of  cholera  were  reported  at  Bloomington, 
in  the  central  part  of  the  State,  about  one  hundred  miles  South 
of  this  city.     The  morning  of  the  21st  was  quite  warm  and  damp. 
At  noon  a  shower  of  rain  with  wind  from  the  West     The  after 
noon  was  clear,  warm  and  damp.     The  22d  and  28d   were  cool 
and  damp,  with  a  dense  chilling  fog  in  the  morning.     From  the 
24th  to  the  end  of  the  month   the  atmosphere   was   moderately 
warm  and  moist    with   the   prevailing   wind  from  the  South  and 
South-west.     Cases  of  acute  dysentery  began  to  occur,  and  rapid- 
ly increased   in  number  from  the  21st  to  the  23d  ;  characterised 
by  violent  pains  in  the  abdomen,  tenesmus,  and  frequent  discharges 
of  mucus  mixed  with  blood.     During   the  same  time  attacks  of 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting  were  frequent  though  rarely  fatal.     Some 
of  these  strongly  resembled  mild  cases  of  genuine  Cholera.     Prom 
the  14th  of  June  to  the  8th  of  July  the  attacks  both  of  dysentery 
and  diarrhoea  were  less  frequent,  and  generally  easily  controlled 
by  medicine.     On  the  9th  there  was  a  remarkably  rapid  increase 
of  both  these   diseases.     Between    the    morning  of  the  9th  and 
mid-day  of  the  10th,  I  saw  in  my  own  private   practice    twelve 
cases  of  dysentary,  six  of  cholera  morbus,  all  dating  their  com- 
mencement between  the  evening  of  the  8th,  and  the  morning  of 
the  10th.     From  the  morning  of  the  11th  to  that  of  the  14A,  I 
saw  only  two  new  cases  of  dysentery,  and  one  of  diarrhoea.     From 
the  14th  to  the   19th,  attacks  of  both  diseases  became  more  fire- 
quent     From  this  last  date  to  the  15th  of  September,  dysentery 
became  the  prevailing  disease  of  the  season,  causing   not  less 
in  thirty  deaths  in   July,   fifty-five   in  August,   and  forty  in 
eptetnber.     At  no  time  during  the  past  summer  did  the  Cholera 
Bume  an  epidemic  form,  and  yet  we  had  no  period  of  three  sue- 
Peessivc  days,   combining  a   warm  and  damp  atmosphere,  with 
Fouth  or  South-west   winds,   without  some  fatal  cases   of  this 
di9eu.se. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  from  Cholera,  as  near  as  ooald  be 
ascertained,  were  in   July   25,  August  67,  and  September  44 ; 
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making  a  total  of  1S6.     Attacks  of  ordinary  intermittent  and 
remittent  fevers  have   been  more   frequent   daring  the  month  of 
September  than  for  several  years  past.     The  mortality  from  all 
the  varieties  of  general  fever,  is  reported  for  the  month  of  Augoat 
10,  and  September,  21. 

It  is  now  three  years  since  I  commenced  a  careful  series  of 
observations  on  the  atmospheric  changes  and  the  coincident  pre- 
valence of  disease.  These  three  years  embrace  the  summers  of 
1853y  '51,  and  '55  :  and  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  take  a  re- 
trospective view  oftfae  prominent  characteristics  of  each.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  days  about  the  middle  of  June ,  and  a  like 
period  near  the  middle  of  August,  the  temperature  of  the  sum- 
mer of  1853,  was  about  the  average  as  deduced  from  a  series  of 
years.  Soth  the  exceptions  named,  were  short  periods  of  extra- 
<)rdinarily  high  heat.  During  all  that  summer,  however,  the 
atmosphere  at  this  place  and  throughout  the  North- West,  was 
renuurkably  dry.  Nearly  all  the  rains  that  occurred,  were  im*' 
mediately  followed  also  by  a  clear,  cool,  and  dry  atmosphere. 
The  summer  of  1854,  presented  features  directly  opposite.  From 
4he  last  of  June  to  the  first  of  October,  the  temperature  was 
high  and  the  atmospheric  moisture  much  above  the  average  stand- 
ard. 

The  showers  of  rain  that  fell  from  time  to  time,  were  also  fol- 
lowed immediately  by  a  high  degree  of  both  temperature  and 
moisture,  creating  an  atmosphere  at  once  oppressive  and  enervat* 
ing.  The  prevailing  winds  were  from  the  South  and  South-West. 
The  summer  of  1855,  as  you  have  already  gathered  from  the  de- 
tails just  given,  has  been  charcterized by  alow  average  tempera- 
ture coupled  with  a  high  degree  of  atmospheric  moisture ;  and 
-with  very  few  exceptions,  the  showers  have  been  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  North  and  East  winds,  and  sudden  reduction  of  tempefa- 
tnre. 

The  month  of  August,  as  already  stated,  gave  an  average  tem- 
perature full  4**  below  that  of  the  same  month,  in  1854.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  three  summers  present  striking  meteorological 
differences.  The  differences  in  the  prevalence  of  disease  and  the 
resnlting  mortality  are  equally  striking. 
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The  sumiMr  of  1853,  for  ioBtance,  Tras  remarkably  healtkj 
throughoat  the  North-West.  The  inhabitants  of  this  citj  enjoj- 
ed  an  unusual  exemption  from  the  prevalence  of  epidemics  and 
all  other  severe  diseases.  The  ratio  of  mortality  for  the  whole 
year  of  1853,  was  only  one  for  every  fifty  of  the  city  population. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  summer  of  1854  was  accompanied  by  one 
of  the  severest  cholera  epidemics  that  ever  scourged  our  city; 
swelling  the  mortality  for  the  entire  year  to  the  startliiig  ratio  of 
one  in  every  nineteen  of  the  population. 

The  summer  of  1855,  though  free  from  the  prevalence  of  any 
epidemic,  and  favoring  our  city  with  a  ratio  of  mortality  not  above 
4he  average  of  a  long  series  of  years,  was  yet  attended  by  decidedlj 
more  sickness,  especially  from  dysentery  and  fevers,  than  that  of 
1858.  If  we  estimate  the  mortality  of  the  remaining  three  months 
of  the  year  on  the  supposition  that  good  health  is  continued,  we 
diall  have  a  total  mortality  for  the  year  1855  of  two  thousand 
ene  hundred ;  which  is  about  one  to  every  forty  of  the  present 
population. 

Thus  we  have  in  the  first  of  the  three  years  a  ratio  of  mortality 
extremely  low ;  in  the  second,  extremely  high ;  and  in  the  third, 
about  the  average  of  ordinary  healthy  seasons. 

If  we  enquire  for  the  causes  which  have  produced  this  diversity 
of  results,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  look  principally  to  the  mete- 
orological phenomena  already  detailed,  for  in  every  other  parti- 
cular the  condition  of  the  city  has  remained  the  same.  There 
have  been  no  important  changes  during  these  years,  either  iu  the 
cleanliness  of  the  streets,  the  extent  of  sewerage,  or  in  the  habits 
and  customs  of  the  people.  The  only  appreciable  change  in  the 
hygienic  or  sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  consisted  in  a  more  ex* 
tensive  supply  of  Lake  water  through  the  new  Hydraulic  works, 
fhidi  were  put  into  operation  early  in  the  year  1854.  The  in- 
lux  of  new  comers  and  the  increase  of  population  has  been 
extremely  rapid  during  all  the  years  under  consideration.  Neither 
can  it  be  claimed  that  the  cholera  epidemic,  and  consequent  high 
ratio  of  mortality  in  1854,  was  owing  to  any  accidental  imports- 
.  tion  of  that  disease  from  other  locations.  For  there  was  the  same 
tide  of  unrestrained  immigration  during  the  summer  of  186S  as 
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in  1864 ;  and  though  some  show  of  Quarantine  reguIationB  w«» 
adopted  by  the  city  authorities  early  in  the  summer  of  1855,  jei 
fatal  cases  of  cholera  irere  actually  brought  into  the  city  at  severa| 
different  times. 

One  of  the  cases  was  mentioned  in  a  report  to  the  Society  at  k» 
meeting  in  June.  (See  N,  W.  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
for  July  1855).  Another  occurred  in  the  person  of  a  Baggage 
Master  on  the  Chicago  and  Mississippi  B.  B.,  who  died  in  collapse 
at  the  Sherman  House  in  this  city,  on  the  night  of  the  24th  Of 
Jnne.  Other  similar  cases  occurred  sufficient  to  show  that  there 
was  no  lack  of  importation  from  abroad ;  and  certainly  the  (tees 
occurring  in  our  midst  during  the  summer  were  sufficiently  mt- 
merous  to  have  propagated  it,  (if  it  were  capable  of  propagation), 
as  extensively  as  during  any  former  season. 

There  was,  therefore,  nothing  in  the  cleanliness  of  streets,  the 
sewerage,  the  ventilation  of  houses,  the  supply  of  food  or  drink, 
or  in  the  free  communication  with  other  locations  which  would 
cause  the  prevalence  of  disease  during  one  of  these  seasons  to  dif- 
fer materially  from  the  others.  From  all  my  observations  and 
reading  during  the  past  three  years,  I  have  arrived  at  the  follow* 
ing  conclusions  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  cholera,  diarrhoea,  and 
dysentery : 

First,  that  the  origin  and  prevalence  of  these  diseases  depend 
directly  on  certain  appreciable  conditions  of  the  atmosphere. 

These  conditions  result  from  certain  combinations  of  heat,  mois* 
ture,  and  electricity,  which  are  capable  of  affecting  both  the 
elementary  properties  of  all  the  tissues,  and  the  condition  of  the 
mucous  and  cutaneous  surfaces  of  the  body.  The  conditions  most 
favorable  to  the  development  of  cholera  and  serous  diarrhoeas  are 
high  temperature  combined  with  a  high  degree  of  atmospheric 
moisture,  and  (in  this  locality)  a  South  or  South-west  wind.  At 
no  period  of  the  summers  of  1854  and  '55,  did  these  conditions 
co-exist  for  three  consecutive  days  without  producing  a  marked 
increase  of  these  affections.  The  same  atmospheric  conditions, 
coupled  with  frequent  alterations  of  temperature  from  heat  to  cold, 
are  most  favorable  to  the  production  of  dysentery  ;  particularly  of 
the  inflammatory  type.    These  two  conditions  were  strikingly 
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illndtrated  by  the  months  of  July  and  August,  in  the  years  1854 
and  '55.  The  atmosphere  daring  those  months  of  the  first  named 
year  was  almost  continuously  hot,  damp,  and  oppressive  with  the 
prevailing  winds  from  the  South.  During  those  of  the  last  named 
year,  it  was  much  of  the  time  damp,  but  at  no  time  hot  more 
than  three  or  four  consecutive  days  without  a  sudden  change  to 
cold  with  North  or  North-east  winds. 

Second,  that  while  certain  atmospheric  conditions  constitute  the 
efficient  determining  cause  of  the  diseases  under  consideration, 
the  local  circumstances  of  filthy  streets,  imperfect  drainage,  con- 
fined air,  over-crowding,  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  &€.,  con- 
stitute important  predisposing  agencies,  which  though  seldom  suf- 
ficient alone  to  develope  epidemic  afiections,  yet  alwsiys  serve  to 
render  them,  when  once  begun,  more  prevalent  and  fatal. 

The  foregoing  details  may  appear  to  some  tedious  and  unneces- 
sary, but  I  only  regret  that  my  time  will  not  permit  me  to  make 
them  still  more  minute  and  full.  For  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
why  the  facts  of  meteorology  have  heretofore  thrown  so  little 
light  on  the  causation  of  disease,  is  because  observers  have  been  too 
content  with  the  obtaining  of  mean  or  average  results  for  given 
periods  of  time,  without  patiently  observing  the  daily  variations 
and  coincidences.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  the  same  month  in  two 
successive  years  may  give  very  nearly  the  same  mean,  both  of 
temperature  and  atmospheric  moisture,  and  yet  these  elements 
may  be  combined  variously  in  different  parts  of  that  time. 
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On  Sterility  depending  on  certain  diseased  states  of  the  Lining 
Membrane  of  the  Womb  ;  its  treatment  and  cure.  By  Wh. 
CuMMiNG,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Edinburgh— Vice  President  of 
the  Edinburgh  Obstetrical  Society. 

Cases  of  essential  and  incurable  sterility  depending  on  the 
female  are  extremely  rare ;  and  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  refer  to 
the  cause  of  this  form.  But  cases  of  removable  sterility  are 
very  numerous ;  and  it  may  be  interesting  to  detail  some  of  the 
causes  of  it,  the  treatment,  and  the  results. . 
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I.  One  of  these  causes  is  a  diseased  state  of  a  portion  of  the  liv- 
ing membrane  of  the  uterus  in  cases  of  mal- position,  the  diseased 
part  correspondiDg  with  the  angle  formed  by  the  flexion  of  the 
womb  on  itself.  According  to  my  observation,  the  displacement 
^f  the  womb  most  frequently  accompanying  this  morbid  condition 
of  the  mucous  membrane^  is  anteversion,  but  other  forms  of  dis- 

{placement  are  not  exempt  from  disease.  I  am  now  disposed  to  be- 
ieve  that  no  more  displacement  or  contortion  of  the  uterus  will 
prevent  impregnation,  and  that  it  is  only  when  this  is  accompanied 
by  a  congested  or  ulcerated  or  otherwise  diseased  state  of  the  lin- 
ing membrane  that  it  is  a  cause  of  sterility  ;  and  the  reason  of 
this  seems  to  me  to  be,  that  the  morbid  part  so  flexed  acts  as  a 
Yalve,  which,  while  it  allows  a  passage,  painful  or  painless  as  may 
be,  to  the  menstrual  and  muco-purulent  discharges  from  within, 
Wusea  entrance  to  any  fluid,  such  as  the  seminal,  from  without. 

When  these  cases  first  came  under  my  notice  many  years  ago, 
being  at  that  time  inclined  to  attach  more  importance  to  mere  dis- 
placement of  the  uterus  than  I  now  do,  I  attempted  their  cure  by 
the  means  that  were  in  use  for  the  removal  of  the  displacement 
The  chief  means  employed  was  the  use  of  the  intra-uterine  pes- 
sary, on  the  supposition  that  there  was  no  disease  of  the  womb; 
but  the  success  of  this  by  no  means  corresponded  to  my  expectations. 
It  was  evident  that  there  was  more  than  mere  displacement,  and 
that  recourse  must  be  had  to  other  means ;  and  having  discovered 
in  some  (not  certainly  in  all)  a  preternatural  degree  of  tenderness 
and  induration  at  the  point  of  flexion,  I  was  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  mischief  lay  there,  and  that  the  treatment  should  be 
directed  to  that  part.  Accordingly,  instead  of  inserting  the  pes- 
sary, I  introduced  boagies  of  different  sizes  till  the  constriction  that 
existed  at  the  angle  of  the  displaced  womb  was  removed,  and  fol- 
lowed this  up  by  applying  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  con- 
gested or  otherwise  diseased  surface.  The  result  of  this  was  good. 
The  painful  menstruation  was  often  removed,  always  relieved, 
a  more  free  menstrual  discharge  followed,  the  intra-uterine  leucor- 
rboea  was  by  successive  applications  cured,  and  the  patient  in  due 
time  became  pregnant.  To  this,  of  course,  was  added  such  treat- 
ment of  the  general  system  as  seemed  to  be  required. 

Of  this  class,  the  following  may  be  regarded  as  a  not  uncommon 
specimen  :— 

Mrs.  Z ,  married  three  years,  had  before  marriage  been 

more  or  less  out  of  health  at  the  menstrual  period,  but  after  that 
event,  had  her  uterine  symptoms  much  aggravated.  She  had  for 
the  two  years  previous  to  consulting  mo  been  treated  by  leeching, 
counter-irritation,  &o.,  but  without  efiect.  She  had  also,  on  one 
occasion,  had  a  bougie  introduced  within  the  os  uteri,  but  the  pain 
caused  was  so  exquisite  that  the  lady  fainted,  and  the  operation 
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was  not  repeated.  When  she  oame  under  mj  eare,  I  aaoertaiBed 
that  there  was  very  decided  anteversion,  great  tenderness  at  the 
curve  of  the  uterus — i.  e.,  at  the  part  where  it  was  antewtad  oo 
itself;  and  when  I  introduced  a  verj  small  bougie  fiMr  thepupoae 
of  examining  the  os  internum,  there  was  great  tenderness  sod 
olearlj  some  constriction.  The  leucorrho&al  disdiarge  was  not 
very  considerable,  but  it  was  intror-uterine^  and  irritated,  and 
almost  excoriated  the  vagina ;  and  it  was  largest  in  quantitj  about 
midway  between  the  menstrual  periods. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  both  the  lady's  illness  and  eooaeqaent 
sterility  depended  on  the  narrowness  of  the  os  intemum,  and  pro- 
bably also  on  the  diseased  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  near  it 
There  was  no  congestion  either  of  the  cervix  or  body  of  tlie  womb, 
nor  could  I  detect  any  other  functional  or  organic  derangement 

Having  explained  to  the  patient  the  nature  of  her  case,  and  as- 
sured her  that  I  could  not  undertake  the  treatment  nnlera  I  was 
allowed  to  treat  her  by  dilatation,  to  which,  from  her  previous  ex* 
perienoe  of  the  bougie,  she  had  great  objection,  and  having  redne* 
ed  considerably  the  tenderness  of  the  diiieased  part  by  the  inunc- 
tion with  belladonna  ointment  before  introducing  the  boogie,  I 
succeeded  in  dilating  the  os  internum,  and  ultimately  in  appTyiag 
the  solid  nitrate  of  silver.     The  effect  of  this  was  soon  percept- 
ible.    She  had  much  less  painful  menstruation,  more  of  the  dis- 
charge, and  of  a  more  natural  character,  and  the  examination  of 
the  affected  part  by  the  finger  was  much  less  painful.     This  wm 
repeated  from  time  to  time  for  three  months,  wnen  she  left  Edin- 
burgh  for   her  own  home.     About  a  year  after,  she   returned, 
complaining  that  she  was  not  yet  cured,  and  proposed  a  consulta- 
tion with  another  practitioner,  who,  after  a  careful  digital  exami- 
nation, recommended  incision  of  the  os.     To  this  she  vrould  not 
consent,  and  perhaps  fortunately,  for  she  was  then  nearly  a  moatli 
pregnant,  and  in  due  time  was  delivered  of  a  very  fine oniU,  since 
which  her  health  has  been  good,  and  hor  local  symptoms  have  dis- 
appeared.    I  may  add,  that  the  last  time  she  was  in  Edinbnr^, 
— 1  mean  at  the  time  when  she  was  a  month  pregziaat, — the 
anteversion  was  as  considerable  as  it  had  ever  been ;  and  exeept 
that  she  voided  urine  more  frequently  than  natoral,  I  am  not 
aware  that  she  suffered  in  any  degree  from  the  displacenaent. 

This  is  a  fair  sample  of  a  large  number  of  cases,  in  which  the 
treatment  is  neither  severe  nor  protracted,  and  the  result  ia  very 
successful.  The  probability  is,  that  the  displacement  and  *ii#^tyxt 
condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  have  existed  long  before  mar- 
riage, but  have  been  aggravated  by  it.  In  such  cases,  so  fiu^  as 
my  experience  goes,  dilatation  by  bougies,  and  the  appIicatioQ  of 
the  solid  nitrate,  effect  a  cure,  are  not  liable  to  prodaoe  smy  dan- 
gerous or  severe  symptoms.     In  this  respect  tne  latter  ia  much 


SBLBCTIOHS.  507 

prefonbk  to  an  injeotion  of  the  solution — ^not  a  few  diaastroaa  re- 
anltohavuig  followed  the  escape  of  the  injection  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity. 

n.  Another  class  of  cases  occurs  similar  to  that  now  reported, 
but  without  a  displacement  of  the  womb.  (By  this  term  I  mean 
flexion  of  the  womb  on  itself,  of  so  decided  a  character,  that  turn 
or  twist  it  how  you  may  with  the  uterine  bougie  it  always  reverts 
to  the  same  mal-position,  which  is  certainly  not  the  case  with 
many  of  what  are  called  dislocations  of  the  womb.) 

The  essential  nature  of  this  class  appears  to  me  to  consist  in 
marked  constriction  of  the  os  internum,  with  ulceration  of  the 
lining  membrane  above  the  constriction  and  this  ulcer  often  ac- 
companied with  induration  of  its  base,  and  of  part  of  the  neigh- 
boring tissue.  Whether  the  constriction  precedes  the  ulceration 
or  the  reverse  I  do  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that 
ulcer  increases  the  constriction,  and  that  the  removal  of  the 
former  is  essential  to  the  cure.  For  this  purpose  I  invariably 
dilate  the  os  externum  and  internum  and  the  cavitv  of  the  cervix, 
and  apply  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  very  freely  to  the  ulcerated  or 
diseased  surface,  and  with  the  best  results,  by  which  I  mean 
removal  of  the  local  and  general  symptoms  complained  of  by  the 
patient,  and,  in  time,  of  the  sterility — I  say  in  time,  for  in  most 
cases  impregnation  does  not  occur  for  some  time  after  the  apparent 
core. 

I  may  mention  that  this  constricted  and  ulcerated  state  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  uterus  produces  two  effects,  which  are  calculated 
to  mislead,  and  do  very  often  mislead,  practitioners.  It  induces  a 
hypertrophied  condition  of  the  body,  and  a  considerable  enlarge- 
ment of  the  cavity  of  the  uterus :  and  till  I  was  satisfied  of  this 
by  a  (comparatively^  frequent  occurrence  of  such  cases  I  was  in- 
clined to  regard,  and  did  in  reality  often  regard  them  as  cases  of 
hypertrophy,  and  so  employed  a  treatment  that  not  only  failed  of 
its  anticipated  effect,  but  weakened  the  patien^  and  greatly  in- 
creased the  local  symptoms  as  well  as  reduced  the  general 
health.  I  am  quite  confident  that  no  amount  of  depletion,  either 
by  leeches  or  scarification,  and  that  no  local  applioation  of  oint- 
ment will  remove  the  constriction  and  ulceration,  though  they  may 
for  a  time  relieve  the  congestion,  heat,  and  irritation  that  generally 
accompany  them,  but  which  soon  disappear  without  weakening 
treatment  when  their  cause  has  been  removed  ;  and  while  I  cannot 
help  Insisting  that  the  repeated  application  of  leeches  in  the  treat- 
ment of  uterine  disease  is  very  rarely  necessary,  I  cannot  help  also 
declaring  that  I  have  known  many  cases  in  which  the  health  of  the 
patient  has  been  seriously  impaired,  and  life  even  compromised, 
by  such  treatment. 

Any  pnctitioner  who  has  seen  much  of  uterine  disease  may 
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vwify  what  I  have  bbH  in  r^ard  to  ulcedUion  within  the  ttamtj 
by  what  he  observes  through  the  speculum  in  those  cases  when 
the  ulceration  is  on  the  vaginal  portion  of  the  os  externum.  A 
pbtient  with  anxious,  weary  expression  of  countenance,  and  com- 
plaining of  the  ordinary  local  and  general  symptoms  of  leueor* 
rho&a  from  ulceration,  comes  to  consult  us.  On  examination,  we 
find  the  expected  ulceration  or  abrasion,  and  some  congestion. 
We  apply  the  solid  nitrate  from  time  to  time  till  the  ulcer  cica- 
trizes. We  do  not  deplete  nor  mercurialize — in  short,  we  do  not 
weaken  the  patient.  She  recovers  her  health,  her  anxious  expres- 
sion vanishes,  and  in  course  of  no  long  time  she  becomes  pregnant. 
This,  which  we  do  sec,  as  occurring  at  the  os  externum, 
occurs  still  more  frequently  at  the  os  internum  where  we 
cannot  see  it,  and  precisely  the  same  treatment  is  applicable  the  U> 
one  as  to  the  other,  with  this  addition,  that  before  we  can  ap- 
ply the  nitrate  of  silver  in  the  latter  case  we  must  dilate,  and 
with  this  difference,  that  while  the  former  or  external  species  of 
ulceration  almost  invariably  occurs  in  those  who  have  had  one  or 
more  children,  the  latter  or  internal,  almost  as  invariablj  is  found 
in  virgins  and  those  who  have  had  none. 

The  following  is  one  of  many  illustrating  this   form  of  the 
disease : — 

Mrs.  A has  been  married  for  nine  months,  when  she  had 

what  was  supposed  to  be  a  miscarriage ;  but  from  the  menstruation, 
though  for  several  months  very  scanty,  having  never  been  entirely 
suspended,  and  from  a  minute  examination  of  the  os  and  cervix 
nteri,  I  was   quite  satisfied  that  she   had   never  been  pregnant 
When  she  first  consulted  me,  she  believed  herself  again  at  about 
the  end  of  the  third  month  of  pregnancy :  and  as  I  was  unwilling 
to  incur  the  charge  of  having  induced  abortion,  I  contented  my- 
self with  making  a  superficial  examination,  and  waiting  till  time 
should  put  it  beyond  question  one  way  or  the  other.     She  bad 
however  been  regularly,  though  very  scantily,  menstmating,  and 
though  after  a  time  she  increased  in  size,  and  her  mammse   {xk^X 
the  areola)  enlarged  and  she  had  morning  sickness,  and  many 
other  of  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  pregnancy,  I  was  quite  con- 
fident that  she    was  not  pregnant.     Still  she   and   her   friends 
deprecated   interference,  and  she  went  on  until  she  reached  the 
^supposed)  seventh  month.     At  this  time  I  was  desirous  to  begin 
the  treatment  that  I  thought  likely  to  remove  both  the  diseaae 
and  the   sterility,   and  requested  the  opinion  of  a  professional 
friend,  who  agreed  with  me  as  to  the  non-pregnancy.     I  then  ex- 
mined  with  a  bougie,  and  found  marked   constriction  at  the    os 
ternum,  and  very  acute  pain,   produced  by  the  passage  of  tht 
)ugie — pain  described  as   being  similar  to  that  produced  by  the 
ctrusion  of  a  small  clot  of  blood  daring  the  menstrual  penod 
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The  lenoorrhcea  was  mtra-uterine,  and  iBOOOfiidorableqvaiititjf 
aboat  midway  between  the  two  periods. 

The  treatment  (local)  consisted  in  dilatation  of  the  passage  as 
far  as  the  cavity  of  the  body  of  the  womb ;  and  in  affecting  this,  I 
remarked  what  is,  I  believe  very  common  in  such  cases,  that  after 
passing  the  constriction  at  the  internal  os  the  bougie  reaches  a 
cavity  of  much  larger  dimensions  than  natural,  in  which  it  can  be 
moved  about  with  freedom,  and  yet  containing  no  polypus  or  tumor^ 
and  with  its  walls  slightly  increased  in  thickness,  as  if  the  eflforl 
to  expel  the  clots  at  the  menstrual  period  through  the  narrow  neck 
had  given  rise  to  this  form  of  hypertrophy  with  dilation,  as  is 
seen  in  the  case  of  the  heart.  The  dilatation  was  followed  by 
the  application  of  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  diseased  part, 
and  this  was  repeated  till  all  tenderness  was  gone.  Complete 
relief  from  pain  during  the  menstrual  period  was  the  consequence, 
and  utimately  the  patient  become  pregnant.  She  has  einee  her 
delivery  (which  took  place  at  the  full  time)  enjoyed  perfect 
health. 

It  were  easy  to  detail  many  such  cases,  but  they  are  all  more  or 
less  alike. 

IIL  Another  cause  of  sterility  is  a  diseased  state  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  not  necessarily  (though  not 
unfrequently)  accompanied  by  the  constricted  and  ulcerated  state 
of  the  cervix  referred  to  in  the  preceding  section. 

The  chief  symptoms  of  this  is  the  persistent  continuance  of 
uterine  leucorrhoea  in  very  considerable  quantity,  attended  by  the 
usual  weakness,  discomfort,  irritability,  and  despondency,  observed 
in  most  affections  of  the  womb.  The  patient  feels  better  at,  and 
immediately  before  and  after,  the  menstrual  period,  but  feels  all 
her  ills  heavy  on  her  in  the  intermediate  time. 

In  these  cases  the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  lining  membrane 
of  the  womb  is  diseased.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  seminal 
fluid  may  pass  into  the  womb,  so  as  to  come  in  contact  with  the 
ovum  (impregnated),  when  it  reaches  the  womb  does  not  find  a 
healthy  point  of  contact  and  that  therefore  it  passes  through  and 
perishes.  In  short,  there  is  frequent  impregnation,  and  as  fire- 
qnent  destruction  of  the  ovum.  The  object  iKi  view,  therefore,  is  to 
restore  a  healthy  state  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  thus  at  the 
same  time  remove  the  disease  and  the  sterility.  The  process  of 
treatment  is  similar  to  that  for  the  previous  class  of  cases,  with  this 
difference,  that  the  cavity  of  the  body  of  the  womb  requhres  to  be 
cauterized.  This  should  be  done  at  the  end  of  the  first  week 
after  the  menstrual  period,  and  repeated  once  a  month  till  a 
healthy  state  and  action  are  induced. 

It  is  possible  that  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  cases  may  be 
condnctecl  on  different  principles  wiUi  success;  but  to  me  the  plan 
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mentioned  Mems  the  most  aimple,  direct  and  sttcoeflafiil,  aad  it  kw 
this  great  reoommendation,  that  it  ia  quite  as  safe  to  apply  tke 
eaoatio  to  the  inside  as  to  the  outside  of  the  womb.  I  fam  said 
nothing  of  the  geaeral|treatment;  bat  though  very  important,  tliere 
is  nothing  in  it  very  different  firom  what  has  been  long  and  is  every 
day  pursued. 

Mra.  M had  been  married  for  several  years,  and  hid 

enjoyed  good  health  till  her  marriage.     From  that  event  she  dsled 
her  complaints,  all  of  which  pointed  to  the  uterine  system.    la 
this  case  the  prominent  symptoms  was  ihe  uterine  leucorrhcea  be- 
tween (he  menstrual  periods,  commencing  a  few  days  after  the 
disappearance  of  the  menstrual  fluid,   and  con  tinning  generally 
for  ten  days.     She  was  comparatively  well  just  before  and  after 
the  menses,  but  when  the  white  discharge  appeared,  she  feU  there 
was  something  wrong, — something  that  weakened  and  reduced 
her ;  and  though  she  had  undergone  treatment  of  various  kinds 
for  it,  the  disease  still  persisted.     On  examination  I  could  detect 
lateral  displacement  of  the  uterus,  but  no  constriction.     The  body 
of  the  womb,  however,  was  tender  to  the  touch,  and  the  boogie,  when 
fully  introduced,  occasioned  unusual  pain.     It  appeared  to  me  that 
the  disease  in  this  case  lay  in  the  cavity  of  the  body ;  that  the 
lining  membrane  was  affected  over  a  considerable  surfiuse ;  and 
that  the  treatment  should  consist  in  very  free  and  repeated  oanaki* 
cation  of  the  whole  mucous  membrane.     Having  dihted  the  cer- 
vix widi  a  sponge  tent,  I  did  so,  and  with  a  very  gratifying  result. 
The  body  of  the  womb  became  gradually  less  tender,  the  leueor- 
thosa  discharge  diminished,  and  lost  its  muco-purulent  charader; 
the  vagina,  which  was  tender  from  the  acrid  character  of  the  dia- 
charge,  became  smooth  and  soft ;  the  back  lost  its  weakneaa ;  the 
general  health  became  restored ;  and  ultimately  pregnanoy  super* 
venedi  with  a  favorable  result. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add,  that  in  connexion  with  thia  mode  of 
treatment,  there  is  a  class  of  miscarriages  in  which  this  cauterba- 
tion  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  uterus  is  very  sucoeaaful — ^1 
mean,  those  in  which  an  abortion  has  occurred  between  the  aeoaod 
and  third  month,  followed  by  general  weakness,  firom  which  the 
patient  does  not  recover,  and  the  other  uterine  symptoma  already 
detailed,  and  where  a  second  pregnancy  seems  impossible,  b 
these  cases,  examination  with  tho  uterine  bougie  generally  eoa- 
municates  the  feeling  of  its  coming  in  contact  with  a  rough,  nme- 
what  hard,  uneven  surface. — London  Lancet. 

Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  N.  Jff.  Journal  of  Medicine. 

Bjirun,  August  1,  1&5& 
Messbs.  Editors:— If  there  is  any  one  thing  of  vrhioh  the 
medical  centres  of  Europe  can  boast  preeminentlv.  it  is  the 
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ifinded  fer  aeqnmng  a  knowledge  of  the  aeiences,  which  though 
not  neeeMtrilj  mnbneed  in  a  medical  course,  ought  at  least  to 
receiTe  some  attention  fiom  the  stndent  of  oar  proftssion.  There 
is  no  point  in  which  oar  physicians  are  so  remiss  as  this.  It  is 
rare  that  yon  find  a  medical  man  of  any  claims  in  Germany  and 
indeed  in  EnropCt  who  is  not  able  to  become  the  arbiter  upon  any 
ordinary  scientific  qaestion  which  may  arise  in  the  course  of  his 
practice,  and  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  Latin,  French  and 
Yery  often  English,  enables  him  to  command  the  whdle  medical 
literature  of  the  continent,  and  to  learn  of  every  new  seientifio 
discoTery  at  the  earliest  day.  You  will  find  him  also  able  to 
snalyse  the  water  of  a  well,  or  a  fiurmers  soil,  to  give  evidence  at 
an  inquest  upon  toxicological  points,  to  test  the  purity  of  drugs, 
and  to  take  advantage  of  the  medical  botany  of  his  country.  I  am 
sore  that  such  qualifications  are  seldom  found  in  America,  and 
that  the  medical  profession  does  not  stand  so  high  in  public  esti- 
mation in  consequence.  Were  they  professed  by  all,  quackery 
would  no  more  flourish  there  than  here,  and  this  country  is  cer* 
tainly  free  enough  from  it  Here  the  profession  is  esteemed  by 
all ;  Ae  government  is  peculiarly  favorable  to  it  because  it  never 
meddles  with  politics,  and  the  pe<^le  are  satified  to  leave  Aeir 
health  to  the  care  of  men  so  learned  in  their  profession  and  so 
assidiMus  in  their  studies. 

When  the  term  of  student  life  with  us  is  lengthened  and  the 
requirements  for  graduating  doubled,  our  physicians  will,  as  a 
mass,  hold  the  same  place  in  the  community,  and  the  neoessity  of 
studying  in  Europe  be  not  so  great  as  now.  With  the  ezceptioii 
of  the  chair  of  comparative  anatomy  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  the 
Heraey  Professorship  at  Cambridge,  the  Chandler,  Lawrence  and 
a  few  other  scientific  schools,  I  know  of  but  few  means,  open  to 
an  American  physician  desiring  to  embellish  his  mind  by  a  study 
of  the  collateral  sciences. 

I  did  not  mean  to  preface  this  letter  at  such  length,  but  the 
readers  of  the  Journal  will,  I  know,  excuse  an  allusion  to  this 
important  subject. 

Among  the  collateral  means  of  study  here,  the  anatomical 
museum  is  first.  It  is  in  the  university  building,  originally  a 
palace.  Though  without  a  descriptive  catalogue,  its  exoellent 
arrangement  makes  up  for  this  deficiency  in  great  part.  It  is  not 
so  rich  as  the  English  Hunterian  museum,  yet  one  of  the  first  in 
iBurope.  The  specimens  illustrating  comparative  Anatomy  are 
very  numerous,  and  the  gigantic  monsters  of  preadmite  earth 
which  fill  one  hall  are  among  the  most  perfect  yet  discovered.  A 
laboratory  is  attached  to  this  department  and  lectures  of  Profes* 
Boru  Bemak,  Peters,  Ehrenberg  and  Muller  and  others,  ffive  the 
stndent  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole.    The  subject  of  human 
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anatomy  is  also  excellently  represented ;  many  of  the  injecti<H» 
^ing  unusually  fine.     Some  of  the  pathological   specimens  also 
are  very  valuable,  those  of  hypetrophy  and  dropsies  especiaUy. 
I  am  almost  tempted  to  mention  a  few  of  die  best,  but  they  most 
be  seen  to  gain  an  idea   of  th^em.     There  is  one  skull  which  I 
remember  as  an  example,  more  than  a  foot  in  diameter.     It  is  that 
of  a  person  who  died  of  hydrocephalus.     The  surgical  gallery  is 
small  but  capitally  arranged.     There  are  divisions  for  disease  of 
the  bones  and  of  joints,   for  fractures,  luxations,  clubbed-foot  and 
hand,  hernia,  diseases  of  the  sensitive  organs,  and  cutaneous  af- 
fections.    The  gem  of  this  department  is  the  collection  of  cdored 
casts  of  syphilis.     Every  phase  of  this  Protean  disease  is  repre- 
aetited  accurately.     But  what  strikes  the  visitor  to  this  collection 
particularly,  is  the  vast  number  of  monstrosities  and  lusus  naturae 
nere  collected.     Here  are   double  headed  foetusses,  breasts  joined 
like  the  Siamese  twins,  skeletons  seven  feet  high,  dwarfs,  animals 
with  three  or  four  surplus  legs,  some  with  limbs  growing  upwards 
from  the  spinal  column,  birds  with  two  heads  and  others  having 
hoofs,  others  being  a  combination  of  bird  and  animal  in  the  oddest 
proportions.     It  is  an  envious   assemblage,    though  not  without 
value,  especially  to  the  study  of  theoretical  embriology.     If  any 
of  our  readers  have  seen  Tenier's  painting  called  the  Temptation 
of  St.  Antony  or  a  copy  and  have  never  visited  this  part  of  the 
Berlin  Anatomical  Museum,   they  can  imagine   the  droU  and 
whimsical  specimens  here  contained. 

The  Natural  History  Museum  is  no  less  interesting.  It  com- 
prises the  Zoological  collections  at  the  University  and  in  their 
Garden,  the  Royal  Menagerie,  the  collection  of  minerals  with 
die  rich  stones  collected  by  Alexander  Yon  Humboldt  in  Asia  and 
South  America,  and  the  Botanical  Garden.  This  last,  with  its 
thousands  of  exotics  from  all  points  of  the  earth,  and  its  trees 
growing  to  the  height  of  forty  or  fifty  feet  so  far  away  from  their 
natural  soil,  is  rich  indeed.  Since  the  return  of  Mr.  Lichtenstein. 
who  was  sent  by  the  Prussian  government,  at  the  early  part  of 
this  century,  to  reside  in  Southern  Africa,  and  who  brought  back 
with  him  a  vast  collection  of  specimens  pertaining  to  minersdogj. 
botany  and  zoology,  the  Berlin  cabinets  have  no  superior  in  £u- 
rope  except  the  Jardines  Plantes  at  Paris 

The  Medical  department  of  the  Royal  and  University  Libraries 
here,  are  of  great  importance  to  the  student.  English  books. 
'  owever,  are  scarce,  compared  with  those  of  other  nations  a&d  the 

regress  of  the  science  is  not  shown   in  procuring  the  standards 

Jthey  are  published.     The  reading  room  has  all  of  the  European. 

id  many  American  Medical  publications,  but  is  surrounded  will. 

>  many  restrictions  as  to  be  difficult  of  access.     Private  Medica. 

eading  rooms,  however,  give  the  student  ample  facilities  in  thu 
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respect.  Those  of  your  readers  who  may  have  heard  the'lectares 
of  the  late  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Boston  school,  since  his 
European  tour,  will  remember  his  allusion  to  the  curious  relics  of 
our  profession  in  the  Cabinets  here.  I  have  found  a  few  in  the 
collection  of  metallic  wares  from  the  buried  cities  of  Italy.  Here 
are  probes,  directors  with  scoops,  spatulas,  lancets,  scalpels,  a 
a  packed  medicine  case  with  little  brass  boxes  instead  of  bottles, 
and  forceps  like  the  English  polypus  forceps,  but  whose  object 
can  hardly  be  guessed.  The  sharp  teeth  upon  the  blades  show 
the  instrument  to  haye  had  a  very  powerful  grasp,  whatever  its 
use.  In  the  Egyptian  Museum  also,  there  is  a  medicine  chest 
filled  with  alabaster  vials,  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  a  monarch. 
Besides  this,  the  embalmed  specimens  of  men  and  of  sacred 
animals,  a  human  monster  without  brains  or  spine  embalmed,  the 
brass  hooks  and  knives  of  sharpened  flint,  by  which  the  brains  of 
the  aead  were  extracted  through  the  nostrils,  are  all  curious  to 
the  student  of  our  profession. 

The  facilities  for  dissection  in  Berlin  are  good.  In  the  winter 
season  the  students  pay  particular  attention  to  that  study.  Subjects 
though  by  no  means  so  cheap  as  in  Prague  and  some  other  places, 
can  usually  be  obtained  for  about  three  dollars  a  piece.  The 
government  of  Prussia  is  neither  very  favorable  nor  unfavorable 
to  this  study,  and  the  chief  obstacle  which  the  student  encounters, 
is  the  existence  of  benevolent  societies  whose  funds  are  appropriat- 
ed to  procure  a  burial  for  friendless  persons  who  die  in  the  hoa* 
pitals. 

I  find  one  feature  in  the  relations  of  our  profession  and  the 
government  here,  which  is  very  superior.  The  inquests  are  all 
under  the  charge  of  medical  men,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  coroners, 
ignorant,  as  ours  often  are,  and  perfectly  incapable  of  conducting 
an  autopsy,  or  determining  correctly  the  causes  of  death. 

Besides  the  medical  department  of  the  Royal  University,  there 
is  the  military  surgical  school  here,  similar  to  the  Imperial  school 
in  Vienna,  the  Military  College  of  Dublin,  and  those  in  France. 
The  young  men  who  propose  to  join  the  medical  staflf  of  the 
army,  and  who  pledge  themselves  to  act  as  military  surgeons  for 
at  least  seven  years,  are  here  educated  free,  and  have  their  ordi- 
nary expenses  paid  by  government.  As  a  class,  these  men  are  by 
no  means  brilliant  students,  and  the  effect  of  this  gratutious  instruc- 
tion is  much  the  same  as  in  providing  seolarships  in  literary 
institutions.  In  all  the  hospitals,  however,  through  the  country, 
the  posts  of  house  physicians  are  assistants  and  occupied  by  mem- 
bers of  the  military  staff,  who  arc  detailed  round  to  these  places 
in  turn.  Thus  the  whole  body  is  kept  practically  acquainted  with 
surgical  diseases,  and  ready  to  change  their  places  for  active  ser- 
vice in  the  army,  whenever  an  emergency  demands. 

63 
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It  is  singular  that  the  cost  of  medicines,  medical  books,  and 
instrnments  in  this  country  is  not  two  thirds  as  much  as  with  us, 
and  the  fees  for  Medical  attendance  and  surgery  bear  the  same 
relation  to  ours.  A  medical  man  rarely  becomes  rich  here :  unless 
he  receives  the  patronage  of  noble  families,  or  accomplishes  some 
signal  cureS;  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  is  a  handsome  income. 
The  fee  for  ordinary  professional  visits  is  never  more  than  fifty 
cents,  even  in  the  cities,  except  for  the  first  visit  which  is  seventy 
five,  and  for  a  night  call  which  is  double  the  usual  price.  The 
fee  for  consultation  never  exceeds  two  dollars,  that  for  an  ordinary 
anidwifery  case  is  from  one  and  a  half  to  four  dollars,  and  never 
above  seven. 

The  fees  for  surgical  operations  are  as  moderate.  For  cataract 
never  above  twelve  dollars,  extirpation  of  the  eye  the  same, 
tracheotomy  nine  dollars,  lithotomy  thirty- five,  amputation  of 
thigh  or  humerus  twelve,  the  reduction  of  dislocations  four,  the 
caesarean  section  fifteen,  for  embryotomy  seven,  and  for  excision 
of  the  mamma  twelve.  These  are  the  highest  prices  allowed  *,  they 
«re  ordinarily  about  two- thirds,  or  one  half  as  much.  The  fees 
are  all  established  by  law,  as  indeed  is  every  thing  connected  with 
the  profession.  The  term  of  study  is  fixed,  and  the  qualifications 
for  graduating.  After  graduating,  a  legal  approval  is  necessary 
before  one  can  practice,  and  this  involves  an  examination ;  as  often 
as  he  changes  his  location,  the  hygiene  of  the  country  is  attended 
to  and  enactments  made  upon  this  subject ;  the  studies  and  practice 
of  apothecaries  are  regulated  and  under  legal  inspection.  In  fine, 
every  thing  which  with  us  falls  to  the  duty  of  local  societies  to 
establish  and  local  authorities  to  recommend  is  here  regulated  hy 

feneral  laws  which  are  the  same  in  city  or  country',  all  over  the 
ingdom.     Our  legal  profession  is  certainly  not  more  under  law. 
and  yet  the  medical  man  is  much  better  oft'  for  these  restrictions. 
All  his  claims  are  limited  to  his  own  abilities  as  a  well  read  phy- 
fiician.     He  has  no  fear  of  brethren  going  astray  and  practising 
irregular  systems,  and  he  can  always  retain  the  confidence  of  tbt 
community   which  knows  that  it   is  free   from    quacks   or  ix::- 
posters.     Among  rich  fiimilies,    in    the  towns  and  cities,  it  is  i 
very  common   thing  to  have  the  family  physician  call  a  momer: 
twice  a  week  to  inquire  after  their  health  and  to  anticipate  2-7 
disease.     At  the  end  of  the  year,  they  receive  presents    for  t'l.? 
service,  besides  the  regular  fees  for  professional  visits.      It  i*  1:1 
xcellent  custom,  and  serves   to   bind  stronger   and  stronger  t:. 
lutual  friendship  and   confidence  of  physician  and  jxitient       1" 
*russia  there  is   a  minister  of  Religion,  Education  and  Mc^l: 
Qfairs,  The  central  medical  Bureau  has  a  Director  and  five  Jui::"- 
hese  are  among  the  most  eminent  of  our  profession  in  the  ojur.ir 
Jhere  is  also  a  deputation  from  the  medical  body  having  a  ilinr": 


and  ten  members.  Besides  tliis,  each  Proviaoe  has  its  local  coorl 
with  its  Judges,  its  Pharmaceutical  Assessor,  its  Veterinary  A*- 
sessor  and  other  attaches.  It  is,  in  all,  a  splendid  system  and 
worthy  of  being  followed  in  every  country. 

I  found  one  custom  of  the  middle  ages,  still  existing  here, 
which  I  had  not  expected.  The  barbers  are  yet  to  a  certain  d<^ 
gree  barber  surgeons.  They  are  still  called  in  to  bleed  a  patient, 
to  apply  a  leach  or  put  on  a  cupping  glass.  I  do  not  know  bul 
that  they  perform  tlese  offices  well  enough,  but  the  mere  idea  of 
a  physician  loaviug  Lis  patient  to  be  bled  a  certain  amount  and 
taking  no  means  to  watch  the  eSect  of  this  abstraction,  is  ridicu* 
lous.  The  custom  of  connecting  the  sur;:ical  and  shaving  pro- 
fession is  not  alone  confined  to  Prussia.  S)  late  as  the  early  part 
of  this  century,  I  forget  the  year,  several  English  surgeons  who 
had  enlisted  in  the  Swedish  navy  were  dismi^^ed  from  the  serrioe 
for  refusing  to  shave  the  crews.  You  see  nothing  however  of  tha 
striped  pole  here  to  indicate  the  white  baudige  and  bloody  wound 
as  in  England  and  with  us.  The  symbol  here  is  simply  an  oval 
plate  of  brass,  a  primitive  shaving  dish  I  imagine  from  its  looki. 

I  find  I  shall  hardly  have  room  in  this  letter  to  speak  of  the 
diseases  of  the  climate  and  a  few  other  topics.  I  must  leave 
these  to  another  time.  I  trust  that  the  remarks  which  I  have 
made  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  our  profession  here  in  Germany 
and  the  advantages  for  studying  the  collateral  sciences,  will  have 
a  value  and  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal. 

N.  £.  GAGE. 


Effects  of  Position  in  the    Treatment  of  certain  Gastric  afid 
Enteric  affections.     By  Dr.  Coale. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  *' Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improve** 
ment,"  Dr.  Coale  remarked  ^'  that  the  late  freqency  of  cholera 
morbus  and  other  similar  affections,  had  given  him  an  opportunity 
of  testing,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  efficacy  of  a  certain  prao- 
tice  of  his,  based  upon  observation  made  some  time  since,  but  which 
he  felt  wanted  confirmation  before  suggesting  it  generally.  He  is 
coDvinced,  &om  actual  experiment,  that  persons  affected  with  irri- 
tability of  the  stomach  are  much  less  liable  to  vomit  if  they  lie  cm 
the  right  side  than  when  they  recline  in  any  other  position — par* 
ticularly  on  the  left  side.  The  explanation  is  evident.  While 
lying  on  the  righ  side,  any  conti^action  of  the  stomach  need  not 
much  affect  its  solid  contents ;  but,  when  lying  on  the  leftside,  the 
contents  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cardiac  orifice,  and  any 
contraction   of  the  organ    will  force   them   more  or  less  through 
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thia  opening  into  the  oesophagus  ;  thas,  the  difference  between  the 
two  cases  will  be  a  simple  eructation  in  the  first,  and  vomiting  in 
the  second.  This,  Dr.  G.  has  now  tested  in  very  many  cases :  and 
by  many  experiments  in  some  of  them,  varying  the  position  to  Uio 
increase  or  diminution  of  the  nausea  and  vomiting.  It  may  be 
urged  in  objection  to  the  explanation,  that  a  contraction  of  the 
stomach  that  would  force  the  contents  through  the  cardiac  orifice, 
would  produce  vomiting  at  any  rate.  But  the  difference  is  this: 
the  same  amount  of  contraction  which,  when  the  patient  lies  on 
the  right  side,  throws  off  gas  merely,  when  he  is  on  the  other  maj 
force  a  small  portion  of  solid  or  fluid  matter  into  the  ceaophagos, 
when  reflex  action  is  at  once  excited  and  the  whole  stomach  siima- 
lated  into  action. 

^'In  treatment  of  cases  of  flatulence,  and  of  what  19  eommonlj 
called  '  cramp  colic,'  Dr.  0.  has  found  reclining  on  the  right  ade 
beneficial.  It  lessens  the  vomiting — as  first  said — a  frequent  at- 
tendant in  these  cases  ;  but,  besides  this,  it  gives  a  more  ready 
escape  to  gas  contained  in  the  transverse  colon.  For  example, 
suppose  the  trouble  is  a  spasm,  confining  gas  in  the  transverse  or 
ascending  colon,  were  the  patient  on  the  left  side,  and  a  relaxation 
of  the  spasm  to  occur,  the  gas  is  still  kept  behind  the  affected  ajpot, 
for  the  distended  intestine  is  not  liable  to  take  upon  itself  safficieat 
action  to  expel  it.  But,  if  the  patient  be  on  the  right  side,  the 
gas  then  ascends  and  passes  on  to  an  unaffected  part  of  the  in- 
testine, by  which  its  escape  is  facilitated." — American  Quarterhf 
Journal  of  Medical  Science, 


On  the  Treatment  of  Inflamed  Breasts  of  Nurses.     B7  M. 
Rbitzenbbck,  of  Prague. 

The  method  here  recommended  is  so  simple,  that  no  one  need 
hesitate  to  adopt  it,  provided  he  is  called  in  before  the  mischief 
has  reached  a  certain  degree  of  development. 

It  is  well  known  that  engorgements  of  the  mammary  glands  are 
frequently  caused  by  chapped  nipple.     The  inflammation  of  th« 
skin  extends  directly  into  the  ducts,  exudations  take  place  by  which 
some  of  these  ducts  are  plugged  up,  the  milk  is  pent  in,  and  hence 
the  engorgement.  If  now,  in  such  a  case,  the  breast  be  surroonded 
rith  the  hands,  and  pressure  made  in  the  direction  of  the  nipple,  a 
lin,  transparent,  whitish  vesicle,  is  caused,  by  the  milk  aocnmu- 
iting  behind  the  closed  orifices  of  the  ducts.    It  is  neeeaaary  then 
>  do  this,  and  having  done  it,  the  next  thing  is  to  prick  the  resi- 
le with  a  needle,  to  remove  any  epithelial  scales  which  may  k 
iresent,  and  to  apply  the  infant.     If  time  has  not  been  loot  un- 
necessarily, the  relief  is  most  immediate,  and  pain  and  tnme&cticc 
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disappear  in  a  few  minutes ;  but  even  when  it  is  otherwiae  the 
relief  is  very  marked,  and  by  repeating  the  process  a  few  times, 
the  sufferer  is  relieved  altogether. — Gaz,  MediccUe  de  Paris,  and 
Ibid, 
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Diseases  of  the  Rectnm.  By  W.  Bodenhamer,  M.  D.,  Second  Edition 
Illustrated  by  plates,  and  exemplified  by  numerous  cases  :  New  York 
Published  for  the  author,  by  J.  S.  Rbofield,  1855. 

Wjs  have  received  from  D.  B.  Cook  &  Co.,  the  above  work, 
which  is  especially  addressed  to  the  non-medical  reader. 

The  author  professes  to  have  cured  upwards  of  seven  hundred 
cases  of  fistula  in  ano  during  the  last  seventeen  years  without 
either  the  knife,  the  actual,  or  the  potential  cautery.  We  will 
not  pretend  to  controvert  the  Doctor's  statement.  But  if  true  we 
think  his  first  duty  should  have  been  to  publish  to  the  profession 
of  which  he  claims  to  be  an  honorable  member,  the  principles  on 
which  his  treatment  is  based,  and  the  mode  by  which  it  is  conducted 
to  snch  a  happy  termination. 

Among  the  causes  of  rectal  disease  the  author  mentions  exoes- 
sive  purgation  and  tight  lacing.  The  dangers  from  irregular 
habits  so  far  as  defecation  is  concerned,  are  dwelt  on  to  some  extent 
The  author  justly  remarks  that ''  we  are  creatures  of  habit,"  and 
that  there  are  many  persons  who.  by  their  continued  applications 
to  the  temple  of  Cloacina  for  relief  in  this  respect,  have  finally 
obtained  it  permanently.  In  addition  to  this  as  a  means  of 
overcoming  constipation ,  cold  water  enemata  are  strongly  recom- 
mended together  with  exercise,  a  regulation  of  the  diet  and  early 
riaing. 

About  forty  pages  are  devoted  to  the  subject  of  haemorrhoids. 
The  whole  work  may  conveniently  be  divided  into  two  portions, 
one  of  which  contains  much  useful  and  interesting  matter  that 
should  be  known  to  the  public,  the  other  is  made  up  of  letters 
from  private  individuals,  and  newspaper  puffi,  a  la  the  medical 
Almanacs  and  humbug  pamphlets  of  the  day. 

The  writer  intimates  that  he  treats  complete  anal  fistula  always 


^16  BOOK  N0TXCB8. 

hf  ^bia  ligature  peeuliarly  applied.  9%0  deiaik  of  hia  mediod, 
however,  are  not  given,  but  are  promised  in  %  forthcoming 
work  on  these  affections  designed  for  the  profession.  J. 


A  Manual  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Physical  Diagnosis.  BjT.  H.Tai;- 
NKR,  M.  D.,  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  &c.,  ^., 
to  which  is  added  the  code  tf  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion ;  Philadelphia  :  Blauchard  &  Lea,  1855. 

This  little  book  is  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  with  usefiil 
matter.     Its  object  will  be  gathered  from  the  preface. 

"  The  following  pages  have  been  written  with  the  intention  of 
removing  some  of  the  difficulties  which  the  student  always— and 
the  practitioner  frequently — must  encounter,  while  studying 
disease  in  its  Protean  forms  at  the  bedside.  Remembering  my 
own  impressions  of  bewilderment  on  beginning  to  "  walk  the 
hospital,"  I  have  honestly  endeavored  to  simplify  the  task  for 
others ;  and  should  this  treatise  be  the  means  of  doing  so,  I  shall 
feel  greatly  rewarded  for  my  exertions." 

The  work  is  especially  designed  for  those  just  commencing 
practice,  suggesting  facts  and  principles  already  familiax,  and 
thus  aiding  the  memory. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  the  publishers  have  bound  with  it  the 
code  of  ethics  of  the  American  Medioal  Association. 

J. 


A  Manual  of  Pathological  Anatomy.  By  Carl  Rokitanskt,  M.  P  , 
Curator  of  the  Imperial  Pathological  Museum,  and  Professor  at  the 
University  of  Vienna,  &c.,  &c.  Yolumes  1,  2,  3,  &  4.  Philade^^: 
Blanchard  &  Lea,  1855. 

ThIs  translation  of  Professor  Rokitansky's  celebrated  work 
appeared  under  the  auspices  of  the  Sydenham  Society.  This  fict 
ci  itself  is  a  sufficient  guaranty  of  the  ability  with  which  the  task 
has  been  performed.     The  labor  of  the  translation  has  beea  per- 

rmed  by  four  gentlemen,  each  well  qualified  for  the  woric. 

From  the  editor's  preface  to  the  first  volume  we  extract  the  M- 

wing  notice  of  the  author : 

'^  Charles  Rokitansky,  the  founder  of  the  QoTman  [it  dioDlu 
ather  have  been  called  Austrian]  medico-anatmm^^  acheol,  vs^ 
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born  at  Koinigsgraett,  in  Bohemia,  was  educated  at  the  Gymna^ 
3iam  of  Leitneritz,  and  graduated,  at  Vienna,  in  1828.     Shortly 
afterwards  he  wasappoined  Assistant  in  the  pathologico-anatomical 
department  of  the   University,  and,  in  1834,  Professor  of  Patho-  | 

logical  Anatomy.     At  the  same  time  he  was  instituted  Prosector  | 

at  the  General  [united  Civil  and  Military]  Hospital  at  Vienna, 
and  also  sole  medico-le^al  Anatomist  for  the  examination  of  all 
doubtful  cases  of  death  throughout  that  metropolis. 

The  immense  fund  of  materials  thus  placed  at  his  disposal  [the 
number  of  corpses  dissected  by  him  is  summed  up  at  30,000]  wa» 
almost  entirely  reserved  for  the  elaboration  of  that  grand  work  on 
pathological  anatomy,  which  in  the  consciousness  of  having 
thoroughly  mastered  the  subject,  he  gave  to  the  world  between  the 
years  1842  and  1846 ;  which  has  passed,  unaltered,  through 
three  reimpressions ;  and  which,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Syden-* 
ham  Society,  has  been  translated  into  the  English  language.'' 

'*In  1847,  Rokitansky  was  appointed  Dean  of  the  Medical 
Paculty,  and,  in  1850,  Rector  of  the  University,  of  Vienna." 

We  cannot  do  justice  to  the  author  in  the  space  and  time  allotted 
us  for  a  book  notice,  but  we  wish  to  call  attention  to  one  or  two 
points.     In  reference  to  cancer  he  says  : 

"  The  crasis  which  gives  rise  to  the  production  of  cancer,  con-  ] 

sists  mainly  in  a  preponderance  of  albumen,  a  defibrination  (hy-* 
pinosis),  for  the  particulars  of  which  we  must  refer  to  the  doctrine 
of  crasis.  Concurrently  with  this  we  have,  more  especially  in  the 
medullary  crasis,  an  excess  of  fat  in  the  circulating  fluid,  which 
determinates  a  complication  of  cancer  to  be  discussed  in  a  more 
appropriate  place ;  and,  again,  that  remarkable  relation  of  excla- 
siveness  towards  ordinary,  fibrinous  tubercle. 

This  crasis  is  essentially  the  same  for  all  cancers,  only  exquisi- 
tely developed  in  the  medullary  form.  This  may  be  inferred,  at 
least,  from  the  frequent  concurrence  of  various  cancers  species,  in 
primative  or  consecutive  combination,  either  in  the  same  locality, 
or  in  different  organs.  It  may  also  be  inferred  from  the  circum- 
stances that,  after  extirpation^  the  one  is  replaced  by  the  other 
under  the  same  contingencies,  and  that,  conforming  with  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  crasis,  the  medullary  cancer  is  generally  the  con- 
secutive one,  more  especially  where  the  substitution  takes  place 
rapidly. 

The  highest  grades  of  cancer-crasis  originate  through  infection^ 
that  is,  through  the  reception  into  the  lymphatics,  or  more  especi- 
ally into  the  bloodvessels,  of  cancer-cells,  or  of  cancer-blastema, 
of  a  lax,  soft,  semi-lluid  character.  The  blastema  is  carried 
thither  by  imbibition,  partly  in  the  mere  act  of  nutrition,  partly, 
with  or  without  the  cancor-cells,  through  the  lymphatics  of  veins 
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laid  open  by  ttlceratioii  of  the  tumor,  or  lastly,  by  tlie  canen 
penetrating  into  the  canals  of  bloodvessels.  Injection  thus  broa^t 
about,  occasions  locally,  or  it  may  be  remotely,  both  in  large 
bloodvessels  and  in  the  capillaries,  coagulations  of  blood.  In  the 
former  case,  these  are  cylindrical,  branched,  plug-like,  or  eky&te 
coagula,  adhearing  to  the  internal  bloodvessel  membrane,  or  to  the 
endocardium  (vegetations).  They  reveal  their  cancerous  nstare 
by  their  external  medullary  characters,  as  well  as  by  their  vigor- 
eus  growth.  In  the  capillaries  the  coagulations  assumes  the  form 
of  tho  cancerous  depot — so  called  metastasis  (capillary  phlebitis). 

Cancer-formation  assumes  both  the  chronic  and  an  acute  oourse, 
ihe  former  being  the  more  ordinary  mode  of  occurrence  for  jviiDi- 
tive  cancer ;  whilst  secondary  cancer  production  is  broa^t  aboat 
with  more  and  more  rapidity  in  proportion  as  the  cancers  multiply* 
Ulceration  and  extripation  of  carcinoma  are  especially  afit  to  de- 
termine its  very  acute  secondary  formation.  Still  there  are 
instances  of  highly  acute,  primitive,  general  canoer  prodaction. 
Moreover,  the  individual  species  of  cancer  manifest  marked  dif- 
ferences in  this  respect,  both  the  first  development  and  the  ulterior 
growth,  for  example,  of  fibrous  cancer,  being  slow,  whilst  in  the 
case  of  medullary  cancer  they  are  incomparably  more  rapid. 

In  primative  cancers,  the  blastema  is,  in  tne  great  majority, 
insensibly  produced.  In  acute  cancer-formation  it  is  thrown  oat 
under  the  symptoms  of  hypersemia,  and  occasionally  of  inflamma- 
tion. In  the  latter  case,  it  often  covers  serious  membranes  with 
a  stratiform  cancer  exudate,  or  infiltrates  and  hepatises  the  loogs 
with  cancerous  tubercles.  From  what  has  been  said,  our  opinioQ 
may  be  inferred  respecting  the  seat  of  cancer,  in  opposition  to  that 
of  Carswell  and  Gruvelhier,  who  refer  its  origin  to  th« 
capillary  system.  But  though  in  the  ordinary  process  of 
cancer-formation  we  look  upon  the  blastema  as  an  exudate 
in  its  broadest  sense,  we  by  no  means  question  the  origin 
of  cancer  from  coagulation  within  the  bloodvessels  after  the  tyr< 
of  depot-formation  in  general  (see  Metastasis).  It  is  indeed  to 
this  mode  of  development  that  we  would  ascribe  the  rapid  callce^ 
formation  engendered,  in  brutes,  by  the  injection  of  cancer- 
blastema; 

We  are  liirther  disposed — although  from  insolated  fiacts  only- 
to  believe  in  cancer-formation,  through  a  conversion  of  certsis 
physiological  elements  into  those  of  cancer.  In  the  liver,  namr •; 
we  occasionally  light  upon  a  process,  limited  to  circamscril^; 
patches,  of  pallescence  and  altwation  of  the  parenchyma,  li* 
some  augmentation  of  its  volume.  Upon  further  examination,  tb' 
portion  of  liver  so  aifected  is  found  to  consist  indubitably  of  heptt' 
cells,  more  or  less  bereft  of  their  biliary  and  coloring  matter.  *^ 
of  an  intermediate,   whitish,   albuminous  blestema, — ^though  t^ 
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hepalie  cell  had  become  aeeminf^y  transformed  mto  the  cell  of 
medallary  carcinoma. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  extract  that  the  author  believes 
io  the  essential  unity  of  cancers  of  different  varieties,  the  differ- 
ences being  mainly  in  the  intensity  and  rapidity  with  which  the 
prodacing  causes  act  The  belief  is  also  expressed  that  certain 
physiological  elements  may  be  converted  into  cancerous  elements. 
This  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  generally  received  doctrines  on 
this  subject.  The  microscopic  elements  of  medullary  carcinoma 
are  thus  described  : — 

(a.)  Consisting  of  granulated  cells  with  a  more  or  less  distinct 
nucleus,  and  resembling  pus-globules. 

(&)  Consisting  of  smaller  and  greater,  granulated,  round,  or 
angular,  protuberant  cells,  more  or  less  resembling  the  cells  of 
tessellated  epithelium,  the  hepatic  cells,  the  ganglion  globules, 
and  provided  with  one  or  several  nuclei. 

(c.)  Consisting  of  spindle-shaped  and  caudate,  nucleated  cells, 
fibre-cells,  amongst  which  are  many  others,  both  spherical  and 
oval. 

(d.)  Consisting  of  elliptical  corpuscles  of  1-100  to  1-50  of  a 
milb'metre  in  circumference,  and  furnished  with  one  or  two  nucle-* 
oli.  They  have  the  significance  of  a  (heteroplastic)  transcendent 
development  of  cell  nuclei. 

(e.)  Consisting  of  spherical  or  oval  corpuscles  corresponding  in 
size  and  tendency  with  the  cell  nucleus. 

( /.)  Consisting  of  elementary  granules  down  to  the  finest 
molecale-mass,  with  scanty  nucleus  formations  in  progress  of  de- 
velopment. 

(gr.)  A  further  elfment  concurrent  with  those  specified  at  6, 
are  pouch-like  formations  (see  Metamorphosis  of  Blastema),  and 
chiefly  the  parent-cell,  which  often  constitutes  a  prominent  element 
in  medullary  cancers.  It  forms  here  again  the  groundwork  for 
the  alveolar  textural  t;pe  of  medullary  cancer. 

These  elements  occur  predominantly,  it  may  be,  in  the  one  or 
the  other  form  but  intermingled  with  others.  Viewed  with  the 
naked  eye,  the  elementary  composition  of  a  texure  is,  even  to  the 
well  initiated,  a  matter  rather  of  conjecture  than  of  an^  certain- 
ty. The  consistency  and  density  of  a  texture  may  vary  infinitely, 
being  dependent  upon  the  character  of  the  intercellular  substance. 
It  is  only  where  there  is  the  i4)pearanoe  of  fibrillation  that  we 
may  ^perhaps  infer  a  composition  of  spindle-shaped  or  caudate  cells. 
DifiTerences  more  important  affect  the  character  of  the  interoel- 
lular  substance,  and  of  a  stroma  in  ^vhich  the  elements  adverted 
to  lie  imbedded.    This  stroma  in  which  the  elements  themselves, 
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whioh  according  to  tbe  laws  of  the  cell  theory,  form  into  a  ffim>B9 
fikeletoD  work ;  or  else  it  springs  immediately  out  of  a  consolidated, 
amorphous,  intercellular  substance.  Both  together  occasion,  in 
medullary  carcinoma,  a  special  structure  manifest  to  the  naked 
eye,  in  the  shape  of  a  variously  disposed  fibrillation  and  lobula- 
tion, &c.,  the  character  of  which  so  greatly  modifies  the  consis- 
tency of  the  heterologous  growth. 

In  this  regard,  we  have  the  following  forms,  some  more  or  less 
cognizable  with  the  naked  eye. 

(a.)  A  medullary  carcinoma,  with  an  amorphous  fluid,  or  semi- 
fluid, intercellular  substance.  The  aforesaid  elements  vegetate 
in  a  thin  or  a  thickish  medullary  juice.  It  is  represented  in  the 
very  lax,  milky  or  cream-like  encephcUoid  cancer. 

(b.)  A  medullary  carcinoma,  with  a  solidified,  amorphoos,  or 
else  striated,  indefinitely  fibrous,  intercellular  substance,  inter- 
spersed with  roundish  and  fibro-elongated  nuclei. 

(c.)  Medullary  carcinoma,  with  a  stroma  consisting  of  fibre- 
cells  (spindle-shaped,  caudate)  arising  out  of  the  developement  of 
the  elements  of  the  medullary  substance  itself,  with  consumption 
of  the  intercellular  substance,  and  condensation  of  the  heterologous 
growth. 

(d)  Medullary  cancer  with  a  delicate  hyaline,  structureless, 
or  else  an  opaque,  striated,  membranous  stroma,  studded  with 
elementary  granules  and  nucleus  formations,  or  fibrillated  like 
areolar  tijssue;  which  stroma,  at  the  same  time,  forms  the  ground- 
work for  the  vascularization  of  the  alien  growth.  Its  interspaces 
are  filled  with  a  loose,  fluid  medullary  matter,  and  it  is  easily 
thrown  into  relief  if  the  tumor  be  scraped,  pressed,  or  aimplj 
steeped  in  water.  In  villous  cancer  this  stroma  appears  developed 
into  a  main  constitutent. 

(e.)  Medullary  carcinoma  with  a  more  or  4ess  developed  fibn>as 
stroma,  whose  fibre-elements,  upspringing  from  a  solidified  bias* 
tema,  now  resemble  fibre-cellular  tissue,  now  organic  muscle-fibre. 
It  represents  either  a  ecafibld-work  or  a  stellate  structare,  tbe 
gaps  being  filled  up  with  embryonic  elements.  Even  with  tha 
naked  eye  it  is  discernible  as  denser  striae,  disposed  as  aforesaid, 
and  remarkable  for  their  whiteness  and  their  tendon-like  lustre 
This  stroma  has  frequently  the  significance  of  fibrous  cancer 
blended  with  medullary.  It  is,  however,  often  enough  an  innocent 
fibroid  growth,  which  may  very  possibly  become  the  seat  of  »> 
called  ossification  (bony  concretion).  Hence  the  extraordinarv 
phenomenon  of  medullary  cancer  becoming  traversed  by  a  con- 
crete skeleton- work,  in  the  midst  even  of  soft  parts. 

The  author  speaks  of  the  cure  of  cancer,  **  by  the  progressi^) 
destruction^  necrosis  and  partial  rejection  of  the  tumor,  or  else  Ij 
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its  more  lapid  death  uid  expalaion,  a  ciroumacribing  aapozatioii 
isohting  it  from  the  healthy  teztares." 

*'  Saponification"  and  "decadency''  or  "  wasting  of  the  tamor*' 
are  enumerated  as  terminations  of  the  disease. 

The  author  commences  the  chapter  on  blood  disease  by  remark- 
ing that  "  humeral  pathology  is  simply  a  requirement  of  oommoa 
practical  sense." 

The  anomalies  of  blastema  constitute  a  favorite  theme  with 
Prof.  B.,  and  upon  them  he  bases  the  doctrine  of  new  formations 
both  malignant  and  non  malignant,  exudations  and  outgrowths  of 
whatever  kind,  are  all  referred  to  some  peculiar  orasis  or  special 
constitution  of  the  blood.  The  pathological  anatomist,  however, 
can  accomplish  only  half  of  the  work  of  detecting  these  different 
crasis.  To  the  chemical  Pathologist  we  are  under  quite  as  strong 
obligations. 

The  second  volume  is  translated  by  Dr.  Edward  Sieveking, 
whose  labors  in  pathological  anatomy  are  already  familiar  to  the 
profession. 

We  have  only  room  for  a  single  quotation  on  the  pathology  of 
'*  Bright's  disease." 

We  consider  the  nature  of  Bright's  disease  to  consist  in  an  in- 
flammatory process,  which  proceeas  from  a  stage  of  hyperajmia  to 
one  of  stasis,  and  then  gives  rise  to  a  product,  which  is  not  only 
remarkable  by  its  peculiar  character,  but  which,  in  well-marked 
cases,  by  its  excessive  accumulation,  causes  a  singlar  alteration  in 
the  appearance  and  structure  of  the  kidney.  It  commonly  runs, 
as  we  have  already  stated,  a  chronic  course,  with  occasional  ex- 
acerbations, but  it  is  sometimes  acute.  In  the  latter  very  impor- 
tant case,  in  which,  from  the  tumultuous  violence  of  the  exudation, 
the  product  is  mixed  with  a  large  amout  of  serum,  and  is  generally 
reddened  by  the  coloring  matter  of  the  blood,  and  in  which  the 
characteristic  milky  or  creamy  or  coagulated  substance  of  well- 
znarked  Bright's  disease  is  not  formed,  we  should  be  obliged  to 
consider  the  condition  as  one  of  very  acute  simple  inflammation 
of  the  kidneys,  were  it  not  that  the  characteristic  general  symp- 
toms and  the  constitution  of  the  urine  established  it  as  a  case 
of   Bright's  disease. 

The  whitish  or  ashy,  milky  or  creamy  product,  which  may 
resemble  albumen  in  its  degrees  of  coagulation,  and  consists  of 
solitary  and  accumulated  molecules,  or  of  a  more  or  less  globular 
fibrinous  coagula  and  pus^orpuscles  (Gluge),  is  an  albamiio* 
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fibnnoiu  8n1)et«ttea,  with  a  predominance  of  atb«men ;  the  amount 
in  which  it  occurs  is  proportioned  to  the  anoont  of  granalir 
d^neration. 

The  product  may,  as  in  simple  inflammation,  be  deposited  at 
every  point  of  the  renal  parenchyma  external  to  the  vessels,  but 
we  find  it  more  particularly  in  the  Malpighian  bodies  (glands), 
and  subsequently  in  the  urinary  tubuli ;  the  granulations  of  Bright's 
disease  are  therefore  in  reality  the  Malpighian  corpuscles  charged 
with  the  above-named  substance.  The  more  the  latter  accumu- 
lates, the  more  it  interferes  with  the  circulation,  hence  the  peculitr 
pallor  or  ansem  ic  condition  of  the  organ. 

The  cause  of  peculiar  character  of  the  product  is  the  more  ob- 
scure, since  the  question  is  generally  evaded.     As  the  amount  of 
reaction  that  takes  place  in  the  renal  tissue  does  not  suffice  to  ex- 
plain it,  we  are  led  to  seek  the  cause  in  an  anomalous  constitncion 
of  the  Mood,  consisting  in  an  excess  of  albumen,  which  may  origi- 
nate in  a  decomposition  of  the  fibrine.     This   becomes  the  more 
probabie,  wh^i  we  consider  that  the  most  frequent  exciting  cause 
\cold)  appears  peculiarly  adapted  to  give  rise  rather  to  a  chaage 
in  the  blood,  than  to  a  disease  to  the  kidneys,  and  that  the  infiltra- 
tion of  the  kidney,  which  we  have  examined  as  the  eight  form,  is 
evid^Dtly  developed  as  a  sequel  of  the  cachexise  which  we  shall 
shortly  investigate,  and  in  eomplication  with  similar  aflfectioiia  of 
other  organs  (liver,  spleen).     Although  we  might  offer  numerous 
observations  on  this  connection,  the  real  cause  of  the  development 
of  the  renal  disease  from  the  crasis  of  the  blood,  which  often  take^ 
place  with  such  extreme  rapidity,  is  to  us  an  enigma.     We  look 
upon  the  anomolous  condition  of  the  blood   in  Bright's  disease  as 
ihe  primary  affection,  which,  from  a  peculiar  rotation  to  the  kid- 
neys, is  followed  by  the  secondary  and  visible  disorgaoizatioB  of 
the  renal  tissue ;  this  need  not  however  always  ensue;  at  all  events 
t  des  not  follow  as  rapidly  as  the  structural  disease  of  the  kid- 
nev   consequent  upon   the  vegetative  disturbance    that  causes 
diabates  mellitus.     By  this  means  we  explain  how  it  happens  that 
the  two  kidneys  are  generally  attacked  at  the  same   time  or  at 
brief  intervals.     Graves  is  of  opinion  that  the  change  of  texture  is 
induced  by  free  acids  of  the    urine  (phosphoric  and  nitric  acids) 
coaguilating  the  albumen  as  it  passes  into  the  urinary  tobuli. 

The  aiithor  seesns  to  regard  the  albumen  as  pathognomonic  of 
Ad  disease,  for  he  speaks  of  the  liability  to  mistake  the  diaemae  fi>r 
I  <very  acute  simple  inflammation,  were  it  not  for  the  eharaeteristic 
general  symptoms  and  the  constitution  of  the  urine.  He  alse 
speaks  of  the  tendency  to  Bright  s  disease  after  scarlatina^  aad  the 
«iire-lgr  resolution. 
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We  liave  fiot  time  is  follow  die  aathor  finrdier— ^  some  tatan 
•daj  we  may  refer  to  tke  second  and  thiid  yolames. 

The  reputation  of  the  aathor  and  the  auspiees  under  which  it 
aj^ars,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  ua  to  say  one  word  in  com* 
mentlation  of  the  work. 

For  <8ale  %j  D.  B.  Cooke  k  Co.,  Chicago,  Illinois.  J. 


EDITORIAL. 


Notice, --We  again  repeat  the  request,  that  all  letters  and  cor- 
Tespondence  in  relation  to  subscriptions  or  other  business  of  the 
Journal  should  be  addressed  exclusively  to  ''  N.  S.  Davis, 
Chicago,  m."  TbSs  «ame  direction  was  given  the  commencement 
of  the  present  volume,  and  repeated  in  the  Journal  several  times 
since,  toid  yet  we  find  some  subscribers  addressing  the  former 
Publishers,  and  afterwards  complaining  that  their  letters  or  re- 
mittances are  not  acknowledged.  We  hope  this  notice  will  be 
sufficient  to  correct  'the  evil. 


Dr.  ^Oeo.  Coatsworth. — ^The  first  article  in  the  Original 
department  of  the  October  number  of  this  Jotimal  appeared  with- 
out the  name  of  the  author.  It  should  have  been  credited  to  Dr. 
Qeo.  Coatsworth,  whose  brief  residence  in  this  city  was  sufficient 
to  make  for  him  many  friends  both  in  and  out  of  the  Profession. 


Yellow  Fewr  at  Norfolk,  Fa.— We  clip  the  following  ni  re- 
lation to  those  members  of  the  profession  who  went  to  the  aid  of 
the  BuiTering  people  of  Norfolk,  during  the  recent  fatal  epidemic 
from  the  Daily  Tribune^  of  this  city.  It  is  no  more  than  a  just 
.acknowledgement  of  the  patriotism  and  philanthrophy  of  our  pro- 
fession: 

HBR0X8M  AT  KOBFOLK,  VA. 

Many  a  man  who  would  plant  a  flag  on  a  bastion,  regardless  of 
ithe  winged  messengers  of  death  which  fly  thick  and  &st  around 
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him,  dare  not  face  it  when  it  comes  in  the  form  of  a  pestilence. 
Yet  thej  who  brave  disease,  when  the  very  air  is  full  of  poison, 
and  contagion  sweeps  it  from  house  to  house,  are  the  heroes  of  the 
day.  None  may  compare  with  them !  Not  they,  certainly, 
whose  hands  are  red  with  blood  of  the  battle-field,  or  who  wear  a 
crown  wet  with  it. 

The  Southern  Argus ^  a  Norfolk  journal,  after  a  suspension  of 
thirty-nine  days,  re-appears,  and  gives,  in  its  first  issue,  a  picture 
of  the  '^  doom  and  devastation  of  the  plague."  It  raged  for  near 
three  months.  During  this  period,  in  an  average  population  of  six 
thousand,  with  few  exceptions,  every  man,  woman  and  child,  was 
'*  striken  with  the  fall  fever,"  and  about  two  thousand  have  been 
buried — "being  not  less  than  two  out  of  three  of  the  whites,  and 
one  out  of  three  of  the  whole  abiding  community  of  Korfolk, 
white  and  black."  Where  else,  or  when  before,  has  the  pestilence 
smitten  any  community  with  a  harsher  doom?  It  is  terrible  to 
think  on  it. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  acting  Mayor,  writes  to  the  physicians  who  met 
the  pestilence  and  did  their  duty,  as  follows : 

'^Had  we  not  received  material  aid  from  abroad — ^had  not  the 
different  portions  of  our  country  sent  their  heroic  delegations  of 
phvsicians,  nurses  and  stalwart  co-laborers — had  not  noble  spirits 
volunteered  to  the  rescue,  (to  die  if  need  be,  like  Curtins,  for 
Rome),  our  people  must  have  sunk  beneath  the  burthen  of  their 
agony.  There  was  a  period  (about  the  first  of  September)  when 
the  evil  seemed  greater  than  we  could  bear.  Corpses  lay 
unburied — the  sick  un visited — the  dying  unanealed.  Our  surviv- 
ing physicians  were  either  sickening  or  becoming  exhausted,  and 
our  remaining  population  was  panic-struck  at  the  sight  of  accumu- 
lating horrors  and  duties,  xou  who  came  to  our  relief  were 
astounded  at  the  unrealized  state  of  things  which  you  found  here 
— an  evil,  the  like  of  which  you  had  never  before  witneased. 
But  nerving  yourselves  to  the  task,  and  telegraphing  for  reserves, 
you  went  resolutely  forward  with  your  science  and  its  accompaxii- 
ment,  carrying  aid  where  it  was  most  needed,  and  infusing  vigor 
into  may  hearts  that  would  otherwise  have  soon  ceased  their  pain- 
ful throbbing." 

The  names  of  these  physicians,  the  dead  and  the  living,  sbouU 
be  as  household  words — for  they  are  heroes  of  whom  uie  world 
-'hould  be  proud.    No  nobler  list  of  good  men  can  any  country  3 

Hsord  present. 

We  give  first  the  names  of  those  who  escaped  the  pestilence  : 

Dr.  W.  Stone,  New  Orleans,  Aug.  16,  1855;  Dr.  Thos.   Pennistw, 

ew  Orleans,  Aug.  17;  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Freeman,  Philadelphia,  Aug.  — : 
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Key.  T.  G.  Keen,  Petersborgh,  Aug.  20;  Dr.  De  Castro,  Cuba,  Aug  21; 
Dr.  John  F.  Garter,  Richmond,  Ang.  23;  Dr.  John  Morris,  Baltimore, 
Aug.  24;  Capt.  Nathan  Thompson,  Philadelphia/  Aug.  24;  Dr,  A  A 
Zeiglfoss,  Philadelphia,  Aug.  25;  Dr.  Jas.  McTadden,  Philadelphia, 
Aug.  26;  Dr.  Randall,  Philadelphia,  Aug.  25;  Dr.  J.  T.  Hargrove, 
Richmond,  -4ng.  25;  Dr,  B.  D.  Fenner,  New  Orleans,  Ang.  25;  Dr.  C 
Beard,  New  Orleans,  Ang.  25;  Dr.  E.  J.  Worl,  Philadelphia,  Ang.  25, 
Dr.  St  J.  Ravsnel,  S.  C.  Ang.  21;  J.  N.  Crow,  Richmond,  Ang.  28;  Dr. 
A.  B.  Williams,  3.  C.  Aug.  28;  Dr.  Covert,  S.  C.  Aug.  28;  Dr.  Rich, 
S.  C.  Ang,  28;  Dr.  J.  Hitt,  Georgia,  Ang.  20;  Dr.  W.  H.Hngar,  8.0. 
Aug.  29;  Dr.  T.  C.  Skrine,  S.  C.   Aug.  29;  Dr.  F.  M.  Garret,  N.  0. 
Aug.  26;  A.  M.  Loryear,  S.  C.  Aug.  29;  A.  R.  Taber,  S.  C.  Aug.  2»; 
Dr.  Bignon,  Georgia.  Ang.  29;  Dr.  Donaldson,  Georgia,  Ang.  29;  A. 
J.  Glbbs,  Philadelphia,  Aug.  30;  Dr.  Marsh,  Philadelphia,  Ang.  30; 
Dr.  E.  C.  Steele,  S.  C.  Aug.  20;  W.  Porcher  Miles,  S.,C.  Aug.  30;  Dr. 
Campbell,  New  Orleans,  Aug.  30;  D.  I.  Ricardo,  New  Orleans,  Aug.  80; 
Dr.  J.  B.  Read,  Georgia,  Ang.  30;  Dr.  Godfrey,  Georgia,  Ang.  30;  Dr. 
Skinner,  Georgia,  Aug.  30;  Dr.  Charson,  Georgia,  Ang.  30;  Dr.  Mc 
Farland,  Georgia,  Aug.  30;  Dr.  Nunn,  Georgia,  Aug.  30;  Capt.  Thos. 
J.  Ivy,  New  Orleans,  Aug.  30;  B.  B.  Jackson,  B.C.  Ang.   80;  Dr. 
WUKams,  D.  C.  Ang.  31;  Dr.  G.  S.  West,  N.  Y.  Ang.  31  ;  Dr.  J.  B. 
Holmes,  S.  C.  Aug.  31;  Judge  Olin,  Georgia,  Sept.  1;  John  Taliaferro, 
Georgia,  Sept.  1;  Dr.  Freer,  N.  Y.  Sept.  1;  Franklin  H.  Clark,  New 
Orleans',  Sept.  5;  Dr.  Robinson,  N.  Y.  Sept-  3;  Dr.  R.  M.  Miller,  Mo- 
bile, Sept.  3;  Wm.  Ballantyne,  Mobile,  Sept.  3;  W.  B.  Thompson. 
Georgia,  Sept.  6;  Dr-  Baker,  Key  West,  Sept.  T  ;  W.  T.  Waithall,  Mo- 
bile, Sept.  7 ;  Dr.  Flournoy,  Arkansas,  Sept.  8 ;  Dr.  R.  R. McKay,  Georgia 
Sept.  9;  Dr.  A.  B.  Campbell,  Philadelphia,  Sept.  9;  Dr,  Wilson,  Cuba, 
September  11  ;  William  C.  Miller,  Mobile,  September  12;  WilUam 
N.     Ghiselin,    New    Orleans,    September  12  ;    Mr.  Rucker,   Mont- 
gomery, Ala.  Sept.  13;  Mr.  Clows  Montgomery,  Ala.  Sept.  13;  Dr.Pred- 
ricks^  N.  Y.  Sept.  14.  Dr.  John  Vanghan,  London,  Sept.  17;  Dr.  Mo 
Parlane,  N.  Orleans,  Sept.  18;  A.  H.  Jennet,  Mobile,  Sept  18. 

Those  who  fell — the  blessed  martyrs — are  : 

Dr.  Leon  Gilbert,  dead,  Richmond,  Aug.  22;  Dr.  P.  C.  Gooch,  dead, 
Richmond,  Aug.  22;  Dr.  Walter,  dead,  Baltimore,  Aug.  23;  Dr.  Robert 
Thompson,  dead,  Baltunore,  Aug.  24;  Dr.  T.  H.  Crayeroft,  dead  Phil- 
adelphia, Aug.  24;  Dr.  Fliess,  dead,  Baltimore,  Ang.  24;  Dr.  T.  Booth, 
dead  Baltimore,  Aug.  25;  Dr.  Howe,  dead,  Baltimore,  Ang.  25;  Dr. 
Howie,  dead,  Richmond,  Aug.  25;Dr.T.  P.  McDowell,  dead,  Richmond, 
Aug.  25;  Dr.  T.  Mierson,  dead,  Philadelphia,  Aug.  26;  Dr.  Richaid 
Blow,  dead,  Sussex,  Yt.  Ang.  28;  Dr.  Thomas,  W.  Handy,  dead,  Phit 
adelphia,  Ang.  26;  Dr.  C.  A.  Smith,  Pa.  Ang.  30;  Dr.  Jackson,  dead, 
D.  G.  Aug.  31;  Dr.  Dabereshe,  dead,  D.  C*  Ang.  31;  Dr.  Schell,  dead, 
N.  Y.  Aug.  31;  Dr.  Obermuller,  -dead,  Ga.  Sept.  5;  Dr.  R.  B.  Berry, 
dead,  Tennessee,  Sept.  8;  Dr.  Dillard,  dead,  Montgomery,  Ala.  Sept.18; 
Dr.  Capry,  dead,  N.  Y.  Sept.  14. 
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TAe  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  B/&ekigaH 
and  (he  Peninatdar  Journal,  again. — ^Naturalats  tell  w  thftl 
there  ib  a  species  of  fish,  which  possesses  the  fiicalty,  when  {mr* 
sued  by  an  enemy,  of  ejecting  a  considerable  quantity  o!  a  black 
fluid  for  the  purpose  of  coloring  the  water  and  thereby  lu^ng 
itself  from  its  pursuer. 

There  is  a  class  of  writers  who  always  remind  us  of  this  fish. 
If  they  engage  in  controversy,  instead  of  proceeding  directly  to 
a  discussion  of  the  question  involved,  they  are  continually  endea- 
voring to  render  the  waters  turbid  ;   in   other  words,  constantly 
hideing  themselves  or  their  real  positions  behind  a  mass  of  mere 
verbiage  about  side-issues  and  personal  matters.     One  of  the  most 
common  methods  of  doing  this,  is  to  make  frequent  professions  of 
courtesy,  of  great  forbearance,  of  being  compelled  to  do  thus  and 
so ;  while  their  opponents  are  studiously  represented  as  not  only 
destitute  of  all  these  qualities,  but  wantonly  unfair  and  ferocious 
in  their  assaults.     By  pursuing  such  a  course  the  controversialist 
not  merely  aims  to  obscure  his  own  positions  but  also  to  win  for 
himself,  as  an  accused  party,  the  sympathy  of  his  readers.     We 
have  been  forcibly  reminded  of  these  thoughts  by  an  editorial  in 
the  October  number  of  the  Peninsular  Journal  of  Medicine, 
Our  readers  will  remember  that  a  paragraph  in  the  May  number 
of  this  Journal,  called  out  an  editorial  in  the  July  number  of  the 
Peninsular  Journal,  to  which  we  replied  in  our  September  niuD* 
ber.    The  simple  question  at  issue  was,  whether  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan  was  actually  ''  so  far  in 
advance  of  almost  every  other  school  in  the  country,  in  the  cause 
of  reform,^^ pointed  out  in  Dr.  Cabell's  report  on  medical  edaca- 
tion,  published  in  the    TVansactions  of  tiie   American  Medical 
Association  1    To  enable  our  readers  to  determine  that  qaestion 
for  themselves,  in  our  article  in  the  September  number,   we  ex- 
pressly refused  to  reply  to  any  personal  allusions  or  side  iasnes, 
.  and  proceeded  directly  to  quote  Dr.  Oabell's  views   in  His  own 
I  Vrords,  together  with  the  previous  recommendations  of  the  Assoeia- 
'  ticm  to  which  he  referred.    We  also  quoted  verbatim,  the  require- 
ments of  the  Michigan  School,  as  published  in   the  last  anntial 
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annonncement,  thereby  enabling  each  reader  to  judge  for  himself 
concerning  its  advatices  and  delinquencies. 

In  closing  our  article  we  alluded  to  a  comparison,  instituted  be- 
tween the  Michigan  School  and  the  Bush  Med.  College;  characteriz- 
ing it  as  "unfair  and  uncalled  for,"  at  the  same  time  quoting  the 
part  complained  of,  and  adding  the  assertion,  that  "  in  the  position 
in  which  ii  was  placed  by  its  author,  it  conveys  the  most  glaring 
falsehoods."  In  reply  to  this,  we  have  in  the  October  number  of 
the  Peninsular  Journal^  ttcelve  pages  of  what  the  editor,  Dr.  A. 
B.  Palmer,  calls  a  "defense."  It  commences  with  the  usual 
professions  of  "editorial  courtesy,"  of  "fairness,"  of  "forbear- 
ance even,"  and  of  the  "greatest  reluctance"  on  his  own  part; 
while  he  attributes  to  our  humble  self  "  such  an  array  of  unmanly 
evasions,  untruthful  statements,  false  accusations,  and  bitter  bursts 
of  feeling;"  of  having  used  "false  and  abusive  language;"  of 
being  "  under  some  strange  infatuation — some  demon  of  pas- 
^'on,"  of  being  his  "unjust  accuser — nay  Ai5  bitter  traducer;" 
and  such'a  host  of  other  similar  expressions,  that  those  of  his  own 
subscribers  who  read  only  his  articles  on  the  subject,  would  almost 
conclude  that  our  editorial  in  the  September  number,  had  emanated 
from  the  very  fountain  of  overflowing  passion,  and  been  written 
with  a  pen  literally  dipped  in  gall  and  wormtoood. 

If  this  style  of  writing  is  in  accordance  with  the  taste — the 
sense  of  pro|M:iety,  of  our  amiable  confrere  of  the  Peninsidar 
Journal^  we  will  not  dispute  with  him  about  it;  but  he  shall 
continue  to  have  the  whole  field,  in  that  department,  to  himself. 

And  as  he  has  found  no  "  space,"  in  the  whole  of  his  twelve 
pages,  to  make  even  the  pretense  of  a  reply  to  the  facts  we  ad- 
duced in  our  former  article,  we  will  notice  only  a  few  additional 
items  at  this  time.  First,  in  regard  to  the  main  question  at  issue, 
the  editor  of  the  Peninsular  Journal  emphatically  denies  ever 
having  claimed  that  the  Michigan  School  Yi-aA  fully  complied  with 
all  the  requirements  of  the  National  Association. 

He  says,  "  now  we  repeat,  as  it  is  essential  to  be  understood 
that  the  only  issue  we  made  was  in  relation  to  the  specific  mea- 
sures in  Dr.  Cabeirs  report.  We  have  never  said  that  in  each 
mimite  particular  the  University  of  Michigan  had  complied*with 
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the  reoommendations  of  the  National  Associatioo,  though  in  the 
greater  matters  it  haa.''  We  hope  he  will  remember  this  admission, 
and  when  he  publishes  in  the  next  Annual  Announcement  that 
"  the  peculiar  position"  of  the  Michigan  University  "  is  such  that 
it  has  been  enabled /m%  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  pro- 
fession;" or  in  his  next  speech  before  the  National  Association, 
he  speaks  of  it  as  ^^  an  institution  which  had  sought  to  comply 
with  the  recmnmendations  of  that  body;"  and  the  founders  of 
which,  *  ^sought  in  its  organization  to  follow  your  (the  Associa- 
tion's) directions,"  he  will  be  careful  to  specify  those  '^minute 
particulars''  to  which  he  alluded.  Because  there  might  be  much 
difference  of  opinion  about  the  relative  minuteness  of  seme  of 
the  items,  such  as  the  omission  of  clinical  instruction,  the  failure 
to  require  personal  attention  to  dissections  for  a  reasonable  time, 
the  deduction  of  one  year  from  the  ordinary  period  of  study.  &c. 
At  present,  however,  we  will  so  far  gratify  the  editor  of  the  Pen- 
ifisular  Journal,  as  to  limit  our  further  comments  to  those 
"  greater  m^tters,^^  concerning  which  he  now  claims  that  the 
University  is  *'so  far  in  advance  of  almost  every  other  school  in 
the  country." 

We  will  first  quote  them  in  his  own  words  as  follows  : 
"  The   great   principles  of  a   proper  standard  of  preliminary 
education — a  long  term  of  lectures,  with  thorough  daily  examiua* 
tions  in  connection  ;   and  a  high  standard  of  professional  attain 
uents  requisite  to  graduation,     The  University  of  Michigan  does 
profess  in  these  great  matters^  to  have  taken  a  step  in  advance 
of  the   other  schools."     Here  we  certainly  have  a  distinct  claim 
to  superiority  set  up  in  behalf  of  that  school,  in  regard  to  four 
well  defined  items,  viz. ;  a  high   standard  of  professional  aitain- 
ments  ;  thorough  daily  examinations  ;  a  long  term  of  lectures ;  and 
a  proper  standard  of  preliminary  education.     Is  this  claina  well 
founded?     Is  there  no  ^^ baseless pretentioUj^^  lurking  initl  We 

)  would  like  to  have  the  editor  c^f  the  Peninsular  JoumcUj  specify 
in  what  respect  the  University  of  Michigan  requires  of  its  candi- 
dates for  graduation,  a  higher  standard  of  professional  attain- 
ments than  the  other  medical  schools.     Does  the  Faculty  of  that 
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Medical  Science  not  required  by  other  medical  schools  ?  Certainly 
not,  but  on  the  contrary  it  whoHy  omits  the  important  departments 
of  clinical  medicine  and  surgery,  which  very  many  of  the  other 
schools  require  Does  the  Faculty  of  that  school  require  of  its 
candidates  a  longer  period  of  medical  study  than  other  schools? 
So  far  from  this,  it  allows  a  part  of  them  to  deduct  one  third 
from  the  usual  period  of  study  required  by  every  other  institution 
with  which  we  are  acquainted.  Is  it  not  plain  then,  that  the 
University  of  Michigan,  instead  of  having  "taken  a  step  in  ad- 
vance of  the  other  schools''  in  regard  to  a  higher  standard  of  pro- 
fessional attainments,  has  actually  retrograded  both  by  narrowing 
the  field  of  attainments  and  shortening  the  time  required  for  its 
cultivation  ? 

The  claim  set  up  to  superiority  in  the  matter  of  **  daily  exami- 
nations," rests  on  an  equally  slender  foundation.  The  practice 
of  making  such  examinations,  and  making  them  thoroughly,  too,  is 
neither  new  to  the  medical  colleges  of  our  country,  nor  by  any 
means  peculiar  to  the  University  of  Michigan.  Full  twenty 
years  ago,  when  Dr.  Palmer  and  myself  were  both  attending  the 
same  Medical  College,  the  different  members  of  the  Faculty  prac- 
ticed as  thorough  daily  examinations,  as  have  ever  been  practiced 
by  oar  neighbors  in  Michigan.  And  the  same  has  been  done  in 
a  large  portion  of  the  medical  colleges  in  this  country  from  that 
time  to  the  present.  When  in  our  former  article  it  was  stated 
that  all  the  members  of  the  Faculty  of  Rush  Medical  College 
made  it  a  rule  to  practice  daily  examinations  of  their  classes,  the 
word  rule  was  used,  not,  as  represented  by  Dr.  Palmer,  for  pur- 
poses of  evaslen,  but  simply  to  express  a  fact.  The  rule  is  to  ex- 
amine daily ;  but  sometimes  whon  one  subject  requires  several 
•lectures  for  its  full  consideration,  the  examinations  are  deferred 
until  the  subject  is  completed  and  then  time  enough  is  devoted  to 
review  the  whole  by  one  examination. 

In  some  of  the  best  colleges  in  the  country,  the  diflFerent  mem- 
bers of  the  Faculty,  instead  of  questioning  the  class  daily  on  the 
subject  of  the  lecture  which  has  preceded,  set  apart  one  or  two 
hours  each  week  which  they  devote  exclusively  to  thorough  and 
systematic  examinations. 
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Such  has  been  the  case  ia    the  college  of  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  New  York.     For  the  editor  of  the  Peninsular  Journal     i 
to  dignify   these   daily  ex  aminations    with   a  place  among  the 
^^  greaiej*  inatters'^  pertaining  to  *^  medical  reform,"  and  thea  to 
assume  that  himself  and  colleagues  in  the  University  of  Miehigas      ! 
attend  to  them  so  much  m  ore  thoroughly  than  all  other  medical 
teachers  as  to  constitute  a  "  step  in  advance/'  is  not  what  we  will 
call  arrogance  ;  for  that  would  probably  '^  astonish'^  him  agaia 
beyond  measure.     But  We  will  leave  each   reader  to   choose  fior 
it  a  term  to  suit  himself!    The  next  great  matter  concerning  whicb 
the  University  of  Michigan  claims  to  have  taken  '^  a  step  in  ad- 
vance of  the  other  schools,"  is  the   adoption  of  a   long  leetare 
term ;  extending  to  a  little   more  than  six  months  of  the  year. 
But,  as  we  stated  in  our  former  number,  even  this  is  not  really  a 
''  step  in  advance'^  of  all  the    other  schools  in  the  country, 
either  in  regard  to  the  time  of  its  adoption,  or  its  absolute  kngtb. 
Several  years  before  the  medical  department  of  the  Univerrity  of 
Michigan  had  an  existence,  the   medical  department  of  the  Urn- 
versity  of  Virginia  adopted  a  lecture  term  embracing  nine  months 
of  the  year,  and  has  continued  it  up  to  the  present  time.     So  did 
the  University  of  Pensylvannia  and  the  College  of  Phyaieiaas  and 
Surgeons  of  New  York,  adopt  a  lengthened  lecture  term  [die  one 
six,  and  the  other  five  months],  before  the  Michigan  School  pos- 
sessed an  active  existence.     So  far  then  from  having  taken  aslep 
in  advance,  the  latter  school  by  adopting  a  long  lecture  term,  has 
only  foUoiced  in  the  footsteps  of  some  of  the  oldest  medical  colleges 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.    We  would  not  detract  ia  the  \Mal 
from  any  credit  which  is  justly  due  our  Michigan  friends,  for  bar- 
ing adopted  a  long  lecture  term.     It  was  only  their  boast  of  bein^ 
"  so  far  in  advance  of  almost  every  other  in  the  country,"  thai 
we  objected  to  as  groundless. 

Since  the  claim  to  being  a  step  in  advance  of  the  other  sebool* 
*n  this  respect  has  been  repeated  with  so  much  emphaais  by  t^^ 
ditor  of  the  Peninsular  Journal^  it  may  be  well  to  enqairr 
iriefly,  whether  the  lengthened  term  itself  has  beoA  used  it 
,uch  a  manner  as  to  accomplish  the  important  purposes  for  wbic: 
a  long  term  was  demanded  by  the  profession.    The  great  Icadin. 
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pnrpoBO  fcMT  which  a  longer  lecture  term  was  required,  was,  that 
the  Faculties  connected  with  the  several  medical  schools,  might 
80  enlarge  the  curriculum  of  medical  studies  as  to  embrace  more 
fully  the  important  departments  of  General,  Microscopic  and 
Practical  Anatomy,  together  with  Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
Instead,  however,  of  devoting  their  lengthened  term  to  the  ac« 
complishment  of  these  important  objects,  our  Michigan  cotem« 
poraries,  haVe  simply  used  tho  additional  time  to  drill  their  can* 
didates  for  graduation^  once  in  from  two  to  four  weeks,  in  the 
ordinary  grammar  school  exercise  of  writing  and  reading  composi- 
tions. How  far  the  profession  generally  will  regard  this  as  a 
step  in  advance,  we  will  not  pretend  to  decide. 

The  fourth  and  last  of  the ''  great  matters,"  concerning  which 
the  Michigan  University  claims  to  have   taken  a  step  in  advance 
q[  the  other  schools,  consists  in  the  requirement  of  '^  a  proper 
standard  of  preliminary  attainments."     This  indeed,  may  be  re* 
garded  as  the  chief  theme  of  their  boasting  and  pride.     It  was  the 
topic  on  which  Dr.  Cabell,  in  his  report  made  allusion  to  the  Uni- 
versity.    And  certainly  so  far  as  they  actually  require  any  just 
standard  of  preliminary  education,  wo  will  most  cheerfully  give 
them  alldue  credit  and  honor.     For  when  Dr.  Palmer  says  in  his 
last  article  Aat  we  have  ''  now  ignored^^'  i.  e.,  repudiated  the  im- 
portance, of  this  subject  he  makes  an  assertion  without  the  shadow 
of  a  foundation.     So  far  from  this,  in  our  article  in  the  September 
number,  we  quoted  fully  all  the  requirements  they  have  on  the 
subject,  and  also  enumerated  it  as  almost  the  only  item  they  had 
left  on  which  to  found  a  claim  to  advancement  beyond  other 
Bclioola.    But  what  is  the  exact   position  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  on  this  subject ;  and  to  how  much  credit  are  they  enti- 
tled therefor?    Their  last   Annual  Announcement  says :  ''each 
candidate  for  admission  must  be  provided  with  satisfactory  evi^ 
*dence  of  good  moral  character ;  and  if  a  candidate  for  graduation, 
^  also  of  such  literary  attainments  as  have  been  recommended  by 
the   American  Medical  Association.'     This,  though  rather  inde- 
finite is  good  as  far  as  it  goes ;  but  in  the  same  Announcement  and 
almost  in  the  same  paragraph  we  have  the  following,  viz. ;  ''To 
encourage  a  higher  grade  of  prc/immary  acgmreme/i/,  an  allow- 
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ance  of  one   year    from   the  term  of  study  is  maile  in  favor  of 
graduates  of  the  Colleges  of  Science  and  Arts,   and  of  other  re- 
spectable literary  colleges."  The  inconsistency  of  these  pTOviaions 
is  very  obvious.    If  the  first  is  in   good  faith  designed  to  secure 
on  the  part  of  all,  an  adequate  amount  of  preliminary  attainments, 
such  as  has  been  recommended  by  the  National  Organization,  then 
the  offer  made  in  the  second  to  deduct  one  third  from  the    already 
restricted  period  t)f  medical  study  '*  to  encourage^'  the  same  thing, 
is  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  highly  mischievous  in  its  tendency. 
How  much  credit  should  be  awarded   to  them  for  taking  "a  step 
in  advance"  on  the  subject  of  preliminary  education,  while  the? 
allow  so  large  a  deduction  from  the  regular  course  of  study,  wc 
leave  for  the   profession  generally  to  decide.     That  part  of  oar 
former  article  which  seems  to  have  given  our  friend,  the  editor  of 
the  Peninsular  Journal^  the  greatest  offense  was  in  relation  to  hi= 
comparison  between  the  requirements  of  the  Michigan  school  an-l 
Rush   Medical  College.     We   alledged  that  his  comparison  was 
unfair^  and  that  a  portion  of  the  language  used,  *'  in  the  positi(«i 
in  which  it  was  placed  by  its  author,    conveyed  the  most  glaring 
falsehoods ;"  at  the  same  time   quoting  in  full    the  paragraph  x> 
which  we  alluded.     This  Dr.  Palmer,  styles  an  ^-  outrageous  ac- 
cusation," and  on  the  strength  of  it,  tells  his  readers  that  we  ha\t: 
charged  him  in  terms,  of  uttering  the  most  glaring  falsehoods." 
In  making  this  allegation,  the  Doctor  has  done  himself,  as  well  a- 
us,  decided  injustice.     He  would  make  his  readers  believe  we  hid 
charged  him  with  witful  hjing ;  whereas,  our  distinct  accusatior. 
was  that  of  unfairness,  which   consisted  in  his  having  used\a*» 
guage  that  *^in  the  connection  in  which  it  was  placed"  woald  c?::- 
vey  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  the  most  erroneous,  or  false  impn> 
sions,  or  ^^  falsehoods ^^^  the  latter  word  being  used  as   strict, 
synonymous  mXh  errors.     But  Dr  Palmer,  goes  further  and  5cr- 
**  now  our  neighbor,  in  his  eagerness  to  convict  us  of  untruth,  a 
give  excuse  for  his  original  unfounded  accusation,  has    most  .  - 
honorably,  it  seems  to  us,  concealed  the  fact  that  we  were  speA:. . 
exclusively  on  the  subject  of  preliminary  education — has   g^r.«'. 
our  paragraph,  leaving  out  the  sentences  which  so  clearly  show 
quoting  only  a  part,  which,  taken  out  of  connection  seems  to  m  •" 
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a  different  thing."  Here  is  a  distinct  claim  that  in  die  ccMOQiparisoii^ 
of  which  the  paragraph  we  quoted  was  a  part,  he  was  speaking 
exclusivelj  on  the  subject  of  preliminary  education;  and  in 
another  place  he  adds  :  ^'  all  that  bears  upon  that  subject  we  did 
mention — beyond  that  we  did  not  pretend  to  go." 

That  our  readers  may  judge  concerning  the  truth  of  this  last 
assertion,  together  with  the  extent  of  our  previous  *'  concealment" 
and  ^^  garbling,"  we  will  quote  the  whole  of  the  original  compari- 
son alluded  to.     And  here  it  is  : 

*'  The  first  reform  urged  in  Dr.  C.'s  report,  is  the  exacting  of  a 
higher  standard  of  preliminary  education  of  medical  students. 

^^  On  this  pointy  Bush  Medical  College  exacts  nothing  of  one 
who  joins  their  class,  but  the  registration  of  his  or  her  name,  and 
the  payment  of  the  ticket  fees,  if  he  or  she  attends  the  lectures. 
That  institution  admits  to  the  graduating  class  all  who  have  studied  the 
usual  time,  attended  two  courses  of  lectures  of  sixteen  weeks,  and  who  write 
ond  hand  in  a  single  thesis,  which  is  seldom,  perhaps,  read — never  by  the  stu- 
dent before  the  faculty  or  dass."  0 

*'  The  University  of  Michigan  feels  at  present  under  obligation 

to  admit  to  the /ec^t/re^  all  who  possess  a  good  moral  character,  and 

pay  the  matriculation  fee  of  ten  dollars.     Those  however  who  are 

admitted  as  candidates  for  graduation^  must  present  themselves 

at  the  commencement  of  their  second  course  of  lectures,  or  after 

four  years  of  reputable   practice — show   that  they  have  studied 

medicine  the  proper   length  of  time — must  either  present  clear 

evidence,  by  certificates  from  competent  sources,  that   they  have 

'  a  good  English  education,  a  knowledge  of  natural   philosophy, 

tnd  the  elementary  mathematical  sciences,  including  Geometry  and 

ilgebra,  and  such  an  acquaintance,  at  least,  with  ancient  languages 

s  will  enable  the  student  to  appreciate  the  technical  languages 

f  medicine  and  read  and  write  prescriptions;'  or  in  case  such  evi- 

encc  is  not  furnished,  the  candidate  must  submit  to  an  examina- 

ion  on  preliminary  education  by  a  committee  of  the  faculty.  The 

andidates  for  graduation  must  also  at  the  beginning  of  the  term 

ass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  Anatomy, Chemistry,Physiology, 

nd  Materia  Medica.  and  once  in  from  two  to  four  weeks  during 

le    entire  term,  must  present   to    the   Faculty,   and    read  and 

ifend  befo/e  them  and  such  of  the  class  as  choose  to  attend,  a 

^esis  on  some  medical  subject,  as  well  as  present  a  final  thesis, 

bon  which  they  must  pass  a  public  and  rigid  examination,  usually 

jm  half  an  hour  to   an   hour  or  more  in  length.     In  all  these 

Ktten  exercises,  originality  of  composition,  clearness  of  language 

{d  doctrine,  and  precision  of  thought  are  requisite,  and  imper- 

ftioDS  are  pointed  out  and  commented  upon.     This  ordeal  of 
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wridttg.itiid  public  reading  is  a  more  thorough  test  of '  preliminary 
education'  than  can  well  otherwise  be  afforded." 

The  lines  in  italics,  constitute  the  part  which  we  quoted  in  oor 
former  article.     Every  reader  will  see  that  thej  constitute  a  com- 
plete independent  sentence ;  the  meaning  of  which  is  in  no  d^ree 
modified   by  any  thing   that  precedes  or  follows   it.     Hence  in 
quoting  it,  we   neither    ''concealed"   nor    "garbled"  anything 
whatever.     It  is  true   we  omitted  the  heading  of  '^  preliminarj 
education,"  and  thereby,  Dr.  Palmer  says,  "  we  concealed  the &ct 
that  the  comparison  related  '  exclusively ';to  that  subject ;  as  though 
the  hecuiing  or  title  must   necessarily  fix  and  limit  the  character 
of  all  that  followed."     To  set  up  the  claim  that  in  the  comparison 
above  quoted,  h  e  mentined  *'  all  that  bears  on"  the  subject  of  pre- 
liminary education,    and  nothing   ''  beyond  that,"  is  surely  the 
weakest  of  all  pretexts.     Will  he  tell  us  what  bearing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  *'  ticket  fees,"  the  "usual  time"   of  medical  study, 
the  number  and  length  of  the  courses  of  lectures,  the   time  of 
previous  practice,  and  the  time  of  niaking   the   examinations  in 
Anatomy,    Chemistry,  &c.,  have   on   tho  subject  of  preliminary 
education  ? 

They  are  all  topics  occupying  a  prominent  position  in  his  compari- 
son ;  and  when  he  so  blusteringly  attempts  to  convict  us  of  garb- 
ling and  dishonest  concealment,  by  claiming  that  he  wrote  nothing 
beyond  what  related  to  preliminary  education,  we  think  the  ^'  ni- 
ter astonishment"  which  he  speaks  of  in  the  commencemeot  of  his 
article  must  have   seriously  confused  his  ideas.     But  we  are  be- 
stowing more  time  and  ink  on  the  article  of  our  cotemporaxy  tlian 
its  merits  deserve ;   and  hence  will    not  stop   to  notice   aevenl 
unfair  and  erroneous  statements.     Being  entirely  willing  to  V* 
the  candid  reader  judge  whether  an  institution,  ^^  placed  by  t^* 
munificence  of  the  State,"  entirely  above  want,  can  justly  p^ 
claim  itself,  "  in  all  the  greater  matters^^^  a  step  in   advanct  - 
the  other  Colleges,  while  it  omits  entirely  from  its  requireia:^- 
all  attention  to  Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  in  sozdc  cl«- 
permits  the  deduction  of  one  whole  year  from  the   usual  per>>: 
medical  study. 
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ART.  I. — Introductory  Lecture,  at  the  opening  of  the  thirteenth  Annual 
Session  of  Rush  Medical  CoUer^,  Nov.  bth,  1855. — By  Danibl 
Brainabo,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Sargery  aad  Presideot  of  the  Coiiege. 

(Jbntlembn  of  thb  Mbdical  €lA3S: 

The  present  occasion  seems  to  constitute  an  epoch  in  the  history 
)f  the  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  in  which,  it  will  I  hope,  be 
K)n8idered  not  out  of  place  to  pass  in  review  the  past  history  of 
he  lostitution,  take  a  survey  of  its  present  condition,  and  cast  a 
;lance  at  its  prospects  for  the  future. 

It  is  now  eleven  years  since,  on  the  occasion  of  the  finishing 
f  our  first  building,  I  addressed  the  medical  class  and  the  public, 
t  the  opening  of  the  second  annual  course  of  lectures,  and  I  well 
emember,  thinking  myself  called  upon  at  that  time  to  enter  into 
n  enumeration  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced  me  in  connection 
ri  th  my  colleagues  and  friends,  to  attempt  the  building  up  of  a  Med- 
ial Institution  in  this  city;  for  sanguine  as  were  the  hopes  at  that  time, 
>nceming  the  prospects  of  this  city,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  many 
ersons  here  regarded  the  attempt  as  premature ;  and  abroad  we  have 
sason  to  know  that  the  undertaking  was  looked  upon  as  chimerioal, 
kel  J  to  end  in  failure ;  and  if  successful,  destined  to  add  another 
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to  the  number  of  medical  schools,  already  toa  great,  in  which 
neither  competent  teachers  nor  suitable  means  of  instruction  wcrfr 
to  be  found.     In  order  to   correct  and  counteract   these  ofiaions, 
I  entered  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  into  an  elaborate  enuaeiatioa 
of  reasons  deemed  suitable  to  justify  the  undertaking.     The  growth 
of  the  city,  and  its  certain  prospect  of  becoming  the  metropolis  of 
a  large  section  of  country,  the  fertility  of  the  country  itself,  and 
the  certainty  of  its  being  soon  filled  with  a  dense  population,  the 
probability  of  securing  the  services  of  competent,  scientific  men  as 
teachers,  and  of  procuring  suitable  apparatus,  and  means  of  illas- 
trating  the   lectures  on  the  various  branches,   together   with  the 
certainty  that  the  city  would  afford,  in  hospitals  to  be  established, 
sufficient  means  of  clinical   instruction — such   were    the  topics 
to  which  I  endeavored  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  audience. 

It  is  probable  that  this  attempt  met  with  but  very  partial  sue- 
cess,  and  that  many  went  away  as  they  came,  incredulous  in  regui 
to  the  feasibility  of  an  enterprise,  of  which  indeed,  time  alooe 
could  determine  .the  practicability  and  the  wisdom. 

The  lapse  of  twelve  years,  has  shown  the  entire  feasibility  er 
the  impracticability  of  many  a  cherished  scheme — ^no  one  at  thii 
day  can  pretend  to  have  foreseen  what  has  happened  in  this  ciu 
and  the  surrounding  country,  yet  in  regard  to  this  undertaking 
we  may  now  safely  say,  that  time  has  demonstrated  the  aeondnea 
of  the  reasons  on  which  it  was  based,  vindicated  the  prudence  w: 
those  who  originated  it,  and  shown  abundantly,  that  to  hold  a 
position  of  honor  and  usefulness,  it  had  need  only  to  keep  pace 
with  the  growth  of  our  city  and  of  the  State. 

The  first  idea  of  the  establishment  of  a  medical  college  i* 
Chicago,  dates  as  far  back  as  1836.  In  the  autumn  of  that  jea: 
in  connection  with  the  late  J.  C.  Goodhue,  of  Rockfard  in  uj^ 
State,  then  a  resident  <of  this  city,  I  drew  up  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion of  this  college,  and  had  it  presented  to  the  Legislature,  a:  i> 
session  in  Vandalia,  the  subsequent  winter.  Nearly  mil  the  :-■ 
numerable  applications  for  charters  of  every  kind  were  at  t^- 
period  granted  without  hesitation,  and  this  passed  with  tlie  r> 
and  was  approved  on  the  2d  of  March,  18S7.  The  applioation  • 
a  charter  had  beon  made  in  good  faith,  and  with,  the  foU^sxpc^S' 
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tiott  of  immediately  organizing  an  institution  under  it ;  but  the 
levolsion  which  took  place  in  business  in  1887,  fell  with  blight- 
ing inflaence  upon  private  and  public  enterprises  alike,  and  some 
of  those  who,  the  year  before,  had  the  means  and  the  disposition 
to  aid  and  handsomely  endow  the  institution,  here  I'ound  them- 
selves without  the  means  of  supporting  their  own  families. 

The  plan  for  the  immediate  organization  of  the  institution  was 
Aerefore  dropped,  and  no  action  took  place  under  the  charter 
before  the  summer  of  1843. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  the  Faculty  of  the  college 
was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  four  profeclsors ;  professOj^ 
Blaney  held  the  chairs  of  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  the  late 
professor  McLean,  that  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 
Dr.  M.  L.  Knapp,  that  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children,  whilst  that  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  were  combined  to- 
gether and  given  myself.  The  fees  for  the  entire  course  were,  at 
that  time,  $60. 

The  session  commenced  on  the  4th  of  December,  1848,  and 
continued  sixteen  weeks.  This  was  before  the  erection  of  any 
building,  and  the  lectures  were  delivered  in  two  small  rooms,  pro- 
cured for  the  purpose,  on  Clark  street.  The  number  of  students 
attendant  upon  this  course,  was  twenty- two,  and  although  there 
vere  several  applicants  for  graduation,  but  a  single  degree  was 
conferred.  The  first  graduate  of  the  institution,  being  William 
3utterfield,  son  of  the  late  Hon.  Justin  Butterfield,  of  this  city. 
I  have  said  that  the  undertaking  was  regarded  by  many  at  this 
ime  as  premature,  and  it  may  be  added  that  the  preparations  for 
his  first  course  of  lectures  were  made,  in  haste,  and  very  imper- 
dctly ;  and  that  the  lectures  of  the  institution  were  commenced 
QO  year  sooner  than  had  been  intended  in  consequence  of  a  pros- 
ectos  for  a  course  of  lectures  at  La  Porte,  Indiana,  and  another 
>r  a  coarse  at  St.  CharleSi^  in  this  State,  having  been  issued ;  it 
sing  deemed  not  advisable  to  allow  the  schools  organized  at  those 
>inte,  to  possess  the  advantage  of  priority  of  organization. 
Daring  the  summer  of  1844,  the  building  which  wo  used  from 
at  timo  to  the  close  of  the  last  course  of  lectures,  was  erected, 
c  site  being  the  same  which  wc   now  occupy.     The  cost  of-  this 
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building  which  was  was  about  thirty-five  hundred  dolkn,  wis 
defrayed  partly  by  loans  and  part  by  subscriptions,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  made  up  by  the  faculty  themselves.  The  lot  on 
which  the  building  was  situated  was  a  donation  firom  seforal 
owners  of  property  on  the  North  side  of  the  river. 

The  second  annual  course  of  lectures  commenced  under  circum- 
stances far  more  auspicious  than  the  first.  The  building  whieh 
had  been  erected  was  found  convenient  and  suitable  to  the  wants 
of  the  class.  The  course  on  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  was  given  by  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  of  Bufialo,  that  on 
Obstetrics  and  the  Disease  of  Women  and  Children,  by  Dr. 
Graham  M.  Fitch,  of  Logansport,  Ind.,  Dr.  Blaney  gave  the 
course  on  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  Dr.  McLean,  having  been 
transferred  to  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutica,  Dr. 
Herrick  gave  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  although  not  formllay 
elected  to  that  chair  until  the  following  year.  The  coarse  on 
Surgery  was  given  as  at  the  present  time.  The  number  4^  stu- 
dents in  attendance  was  forty-six,  upon  eleven  of  whom,  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  ^  at  the  close  of  the  lerm. 

It  is  but  justice  to  say  in  regard  to  this,  which  may  truly  be  con- 
sidered as  the  first  full  course  of  lectures  in  the  Institation,  thai 
the  character  of  the  teachers,  and  the  thoroughness  of  their  in- 
struction, were  such  as  to  command  for  the  Institatioii,  the 
respect  of  the  public  and  the  profession. 

It  is  pr>bable  that  no  cours3  given  in  the  college,  siaoe  its 
establishment,  has  given  more  entire  satisfaction,  or  beea  really 
more  advantageous  to  the  students.  It  was  during  this  coarae  thai 
the  college  clinique  was  first  put  in  sucoessful  operation. 

In  the  summer  of  1845,  Dr.  Fitch  was  transftrred  to  the  ehair 
of  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine, — rendered  vacant  bj  tkt 
retirement  of  Dr.  Flint — ^and  Dr.  John  Evans,  elected  to  the  chair 
of  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  which  be  has 
^occupied  to  the  present  time.     Dr.  Herrick  was  elected  to  Ae 

bair  of  Anatomy,  the  course  on  which  had  been  given  by  kia 

^3  preceding  winter.  In  other  respects  the  faculty  remained  v- 
cUanged.  The  number  of  students  in  attendance  was  fiftj,  aad 
the  number  of  graduates  ten. 
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For  the  ooune  of  1846-47,  the  fieMsalty  remained  unchaagod ; 
the  namber  of  stadenta  in  attendance  waa  aeventj — the  number 
of  graduates  sixteen.  During  this  course  th.)  students  had,  for  the 
first  time,  the  advantages  of  clinical  instruction  in  a  hospital, 
established  by  the  public  authorities. 

For  the  session  of  1847-48,  there  was  no  change  in  the  bculty* 
The  number  of  students  in  attendance  was  one  hundred  and  fort/ 
— 'the  number  of  graduates  thirty-three. 

During  the  session  of  1848-49,  the  course  on  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Medicine,  was  given  by  Thomas  Spencer :  Dr.  Fitch, 
having  resigned  the  chair.  A  new  chair  of  Physiology  and  Path- 
ology was  erected,  to  which  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  was  elected.  The 
number  of  students  in  attendance  was  one  hundred — ^the  number 
of  graduates  nineteen. 

For  the  course  of  1849-50,  no  change  took  place  in  the  faculty, 
except  the  transferance  of  Dr.  Davis  to  the  chair  of  Institutes 
and  Practice  of.  Medicine ;  rendered  vacant  by  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Spencer,  and  thus  organized  the  faculty  has  contiiued  its 
labors,  until  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  when  Dr. 
Herriok  was,  at  his  own  request,  transferred  to  the  chair  of  Phyai'* 
ology  and  Pathology,  Dr.  J.  W.  Freer,  elected  to  the  chair  of 
Anatomy,  and  Dr.  H  A.  Johnson,  to  that  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therap  utics,  rendered  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Professor 
McLean. 

The  avenige  number  of  atudents  attending  during  the  past  five 
years,  has  been  about  one  hundred  and  ten— of  graduates  about 
finrty.  The  agregite  number  of  atudiuts  who  have  attended  since 
the  organization  of  the  college,  one  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
eight,  and  the  alumni  of  the  Institution  number  three  hundred 
and  eighteen,  exclusive  of  honorary  and  ad-cundum  degrees.  ^ 
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I  have  already  said,  that  the  preparations. for  tbe  course  of 
lectnree  for  1848  were  made  in  great  haste,  and  that  the  course 
was  commenced  sooner  than  was  intended,  on  account  of  eSbrts 
which  were  made  to  establish  schools  in  several  neighboring  Til- 
lages. The  late  lamented  Dr.  Drake,  who  visited  this  city  in  the 
summer  of  1844,  expressed  the  opinion  in  a  published  letter,  that 
Medical  Schools  ought  to  be  located  in  the  cities  of  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  St  Louis,  Chicago  and  Cleveland,  in  order  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  West;  and  that  the  attempts  to  build  up  medical 
schools  in  small  cities  or  in  greater  numbers  than  these,  would  be 
calculated  to  injure  the  profession.  Coinciding  fully  in  this  view, 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  organize  the  &culty  of  this  Institu- 
tion at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

Attempts  were  being  made  in  the  year  1849,  to  establish  medi- 
cal schools  at  St.  Charles,  and  Jacksonville,  in  this  State,  and  at 
La  Porte,  Indiana. 

The  effort  at  St.  Charles  entirely  failed,  and  the  students  who 
had  been  assembled  there,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  or  twenty,  dis- 
persed ;  eight  or  ten  of  them  came  and  attended  the  first  course 
in  this  College.  The  school  at  Jacksonville  was  partially  success- 
fhl — several  courses  of  lectures  were  given  there,  and  in  1847  the 
class  numbered  nearly  fifty  students.  The  medical  department 
was  however  closed  soon  after  for  want  of  sufficient  encourage- 
ment 

The  school  at  La  Porte  also  attained  a  considerable  degree  of 
anccess.  It  was  organized  as  early  as  1842  or  1848,  and  on  tbe 
fliilure  of  the  effort  to  establish  a  school  at  St.  Charles,  the  two 
F^ulties  were  united  at  La  Porte,  and  by  the  most  undring  ef- 
forts, succeeded  in  drawing  together  a  class  of  about  a  hundred 
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sUideDts.  This  school,  however,  was  also  discontinued  for  want 
of  si^pport,  in  the  year  1848. 

Since  then  yarious  efforts  haye  been  made  to  establish  Medical 
Institutions  at  Indianapolis,  Rock  Island,  Davenport,  Keokuk  and 
Evansville,  which  have  either  ^proved  entire  failures,  or  been,  al 
best,  but  partially  succssful;  so  that  the  prospect  at  the  present 
time  seems  to  be,  for  several  years  at  least,  that  the  Medical 
Schools  of  the  North  West  will  be  restricted  very  nearly  to  the 
number  indicated  by  Dr.  Drake. 

There  is  a  subject  which  must  not  be  omitted  in  the  histi^rj  of 
the  -College — not  that  it  is  intrinsically  important  but  because  it 
has  been  the  subject  of  unjust  animadversion  upon  th  ^  one  hand, 
andof  undue  laudation  upon  the  other.  I  allude  to  the  reduction 
of  Fees.  This  step  was  taken  in  the  summer  of  1849,  and  with- 
out entering  into  the  details  of  the  circumstances  which  Jed  to  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  at  that  particular  time,  it  is  sufficient  to 
state  here,  that  the  fees  of  this  College,  after  the  reduction,  were 
still  higher  than  those  of  the  Institution  with  which  we  were  di- 
rectly in  competition,  and  that  they  are  so. at  the  present  time. 
The  Paculty  of  this  College,  while  it  has  been  progressive  in  what 
relates  to  science  and  its  advancement,  has  been  conservative  in 
what  relates  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  profession;  yet 
while  deploring  the  latitude  which  certain  schools  have  permitted 
to  themselves  in  many  respects,  we  have  not  thought  it  incumbent 
on  us  to  adopt  a  system  of  rigor  in  regard  to  fees,  which  would 
necessarily  drive  young  men  away  from  this,  the  natural  seat  and 
center  of  Medical  Instruction  in  the  North  West,  and  thus  build 
up  schools  in  various  country  villages. 

There  may  have  been  those  among  us,  who  allowed  themselves 
for  a  moment  to  hope  that  placing  Medical  Schools  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  State,  and  making  the  institution  free,  while  the 
courses  were. made  more  thorough,  and  the  requirements  for  grad- 
uation mu^h  greater,  would  be  the  means  of  effecting  that  im- 
provement in  the  profession,  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  so  desira- 
ble. I  confess  myself  to  have  been  of  the  number  who  favored 
this  view,  but  I  have  not  the  pretension  to  have  learned  nothing  by 
•stpeKiencei  and.  to  have  always  retained  the  same  opinion.    On  the 
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contrary  the  eTents  of  the  last  few  years  have  been  faH  of  inatnie- 
tion  for  me,  and  the  trial  which  has  been  made  of  this  system  in 
the  state  of  Michigan,  has  conyined  me  that,  however  imperfect 
medical  schools  may  be,  as  commonly  organized,  those  supported 
by  the  State,  and  controlled  by  public  officers  will  not  be  less  so, 
and  that  no  improvement  is  to  be  expected  from  the  State  govern- 
ments who  are  themselves  unenlightened  on  the  subject  of  medical 
instruction. 

The  result  of  oar  course  in  regard  to  fees,  has  been  thus  fiur 
extremely  satisfactory.  If  our  labors  hs  teachers  have  not  been 
liberally  paid,  neither  have  those  of  others,  with  few  exoeptims, 
who  have  attempted  to  bufld  up  medical  schools,  and  while  in 
other  cities  not  more  favorably  situated  than  this,  we  have  seen 
medical  schools  multiplying  and  some  even  established  under  the 
auspices  of  charlatans :  in  this  regioni  they  have  diminished  in 
numbers,  and  medical  teaching  has  been  more  and  more  ooneen* 
trated  in  this  city. 

I  wish  here  particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  &et  diat  the 
reduction  of  fees  has  not  as  was  predicted  been  followed  by  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  students.  The  largest  class  which  has 
ever  attended  the  lectures  in  this  Institution  was  in  the  session  of 
1847  and  '48,  when  there  was  a  large  and  Aouridiing  school  in 
the  neighborhOi)d,  and  when  the  fees  for  the  course  were  seventy 
dollars.  This  change  is  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  the  praotiee 
of  drumming  up  students  and  enticing  young  men  into  medical  col* 
leges  from  the  plough  and  mechanical  pursuits,  has  in  this  vicinaty 
been  discontinued. 

The  building  in  which  we  are  at  present  assembled,  has  been 

erected  by  the  Faculty  without  aid  from  any  source,  and  will  coat 

when  completed  with  the  necessary  fixtures  about   ten  thonoand 

dollars.    The  Faculty  have  not  been  desirous,  even  if  their  meenf 

had  permitted  it,  of  exftending  a  large  sum  of  money  in  tbt 

'^tion  of  a  more  elegant  and  expensive  building  for  mere  dhov, 

lave  contented  themselves  with  oae  sufficient  for  the  present 

»f  our  classes,  in  which  every  arrangement  for  the  health  end 

3rt  of  the  student  has  been  properly  attended  to. 

will  not  I  truat  be  expected  of  no,  that  I  fbmii  apeek  ef  tte 
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eomparatiTe  advantages  which  this  ooUege  afibrda  for  attaining  a 
good  medieal  education — most  of  the  professors  are  not  unknown 
to  yoa,  aad  those  who  have  recently  been  elected ;  although  new 
to  their  present  situations,  are  not  by  any  means  inexperienced 
as  teachers,  and  I  feel  assured  that  I  shall  not  be  promising  too 
much,  when  I  say  that  we  shall  be  able  in  all  the  several  branches 
to  afibrd  you  the  means  of  sound  and  thorough  instruction. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  our  former  building,  I 
stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  those  who  had  the  direction  of 
this  Institution,  to  render  it  worthy  of  the  city  and  the  region  of 
country  in  which  it  is  placed.  To  do  so,  we  are  well  aware  that 
it  must,  in  all  essential  particulars,  be  rendered  fully  equal  to  the 
best  which  exist  in  this  country.  From  its  first  commencement 
until  the  present  time,  the  faculty  have  never  ceased  to  devote 
their  best  energies  to  raise  it  to  a  position  of  eminence,  and  to 
render  it  worthy  of  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  profession, 
and  of  the  community  in  which  it  is  placed.  We  have  not  ceased 
to  teaxk  sound  principles  of  Medical  Science,  whether  or  not  they 
conflicted  with  the  popular  doctrines  of  the  day,  and  I  think  it 
woald  not  be  claiming  too  much  to  assert  that  the  public  has  been 
eq«dly  benefited,  and  the  practice  of  the  profession  greatly  im- 
proved by  the  dissemination  of  correct  doctrines  from  that  Institu- 
tion. 

The  circumstances  in  which  we  have  at  times  been  placed,  have 
oeen  of  a  nature,  well  calculated  to  discourage  and  disheartin  us. 
Medical  schools  are  not  in  any  part  of  the  country  in  great  favor 
ri  th  the  multitude.  No  powerful  societies  with  wealth  and  influ- 
nee  rally  to  their^support.  Governments,  who  acknowledged  their 
bligfttion  to  establish  schools  and  colleges  for  instruction  in  other 
^ranches,  are  seldon  found  to  extend  aid,  to  medical  institutions. 
7oo  often  the  laws  throw  obstacles  in  their  way,  yetnotwithstand- 
3  j^  all  the  difficulties  we  have  proceeded  from  the  beginning  with 
steady  purpose  of  endowing  Uiis  dty  with  an  institution  which 
donld  be  as  permanent  as  her  growth,  and  in  all  respects  worthy 
f  ber  gvsatnees,  and  we  are  proud  to  say  that  in  this  undertak- 
ig  we  have  been  aided  and  cheered  by  the  smiles  and  eneounge- 
lent  of  tlicfe  whose  sympathy  and  good  opinion  we  most  highly 
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value.  Persons  distingaisbed  for  their  intelligenoey  their  werks  of 
charity,  their  social  virtues,  and  their  wealth,  have  not  ceased  to 
give  as  the  support  of  their  good  wishes,  their  advice,  and  in  case 
of  need  of  more  substantial  aid.  Bat  must  of  all  have  we  been 
•encouraged  by  this,  that  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  which  nr- 
Tounded  us,  numbers  of  young  men  about  entering  the  profesaioo 
have  annually  sought  our  halls  for  instruction.  They  have  im- 
bibed here  a  tone  of  science,  an  enthusiastic  devotion  to  its  par- 
sait,  which  in  numerous  instances  have  raised  them  to  hcnorible 
positions  and  rendered  them  ornaments  to  their  profeaaioa  and  to 
society. 

I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything 
to  excite  your  enthusiasm  in  the  pursuit  of  the  profesaionwhidi 
you  have  chosen.  You  have  no  doubt  entered  upon  it  with  a 
determination  to  pursue  it  seriously,  ardently,  and  become 
thoroughly  versed  in  its  principles.  Your  presenoe  here,  and  the 
manner  in  which  many  of  you  have  already  devoted  yoaiselres  to 
the  preliminary  course,  are  sufficient  evidence  of  the  aeal  bj 
which  you  are  inspired.  But  lest  soine  among  you  firom  a  sense 
of  imperfect  instruction,  insufficient  means,  or  obacuritj  of  poakkm, 
might  despair  of  attaining  to  a  high  degree  of  excellence,  let  me 
give  you  the  assurance  that  no  degree  of  eminence  or  sseoess,  ia 
beyond  the  reach  of  him  who  shall  perseveringly  and  ardently 
devote  his  energies  to  its  attainment 

The  experience  of  many  years  enables  me  to  assure  yon  that 
for  all  the  time  and  attention  which  you  may  bestow  upoA  your 
professional  studies,  you  will  be  abundantly  repaid,  and  that  everv 
excellence  you  may  attain  to,  is  certain  of  being  fully  appreciated 
and  acknowledged  by  the  public,  tliat  the  study  of  the  profes- 
sion if  pursued  in  a  right  spirit  is  elevating  in  its  tendoiey,  is 
practice,  exercises,  and  strengthens  at  once  the  facoltiea  of  tbc 
mind  and  the  benevolent  sentiments  of  the  heart, — it  is  highlj 
honorable  and  useful,  many  of  you  may  have  cause  to  regret  your 
neglect  of  it,  but  not  one  will  ever  have  reason  to  regret  &>' 
hours  which  he  has  spent  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  it. 

In  conclusion  Gentlemen^  yon  will  allow  me  to  ezpiesa  th* 
gratification  which  I  feel  in  common  with  my  colleagnea  and  tbr 
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friends  of  the  Institation,  in  being  able  to  welcome  you  to  these 
Halls.  It  is  now  fifteen  years  since  I  commenced  Medical  Instruc- 
tion in  the  city  of  Chicago.  The  first  course  of  private  lectures 
which  I  gave  upon  Anatomy,  was  given  to  a  class  of  six  students 
in  the  back  room  of  my  office ;  the  second  course  was  attended  by 
eleven  students,  and  a  second  bench  had  to  be  added  to  the  one 
used  the  previous  winter  to  accommodate  the  class.  That  embryo 
amphitheatre  has  developed  itself  by  successive  steps,  to  the  di- 
mensions which  you  see  before  you.  The  Institution  which  was 
planted  with  so  much  care,  and  built  up  with  so  much  labor,  has 
DOW  attained  to  the  vigor  of  maturity,  and  sustains,  and  enlarges 
itself  by  its  own  inherent  strength.  In  its  success  our  best  hopes 
liave  been  realized,  and  our  fears  dispelled,  and  encouraged  by  the 
past  we  look  forward  to  a  career  full  of  prosperity  and  useful- 
aess.  It  may,  indeed,  meet  with  obstacles  and  varying  degrees 
}f  fortune,  for  it  has  with  truth  been  said  that  an  Institution 
i^hicfa  has  been  planted,  is  like  a  ship  entrusted  to  the  sea,  she 
nay  go  forth  under  smiling  skies,  but  in  her  course  she  must  meet 
nrith  storms,  but  although  the  waves  may  beat  upon  her,  although 
he  winds  may  rage  around  her,  dark  clouds  gather  above,  or  rocks 
>bstruct  her  path,  yet  conducted  by  skilful  pilots,  she  will  pass 
mharmed  through  every  danger,  and  arrive  in  safety  at  her  des- 
ined  port.  The  Medical  College  of  Chicago,  is  chained  to  the 
lestiny  of  a  great  and  noble  city,  and  so  long  as  Chicago  shall 
)e  the  seat  of  commerce  and  intelligence,  so  long  will  our  school 
le  honored  and  sustained. 


^RT.  II. — Anmrism  of  the  Aorta. 

The  following  letter  was  kindly  furnished  to  us  by  Professor 
Jrainard,  and  will  be  read  with  interest. — Ed. 

Mt.  Carroll,  Oct.  20th,  1855 
)r.  Brainard  : 

Dear  Sir, — ^The  following  case  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  you. 

On  the  dth  of  August,  the  present  year,  I  was  called  to  see 
Tohn  Pyle,  aged  78  years;  attacked  with  bilious  colic,  which 
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yielded  speedilj  under  hydrarg.  sub.  murias  and  opktas,  iollowed 
with  purgatives.  In  a  few  days  he  was  able  to  sit  on  the  vn^bair 
for  two  and  three  hours  at  a  time.  My  visits  were  contiimed,  bow- 
ever  at  his  request,  and  about  the  tenth  day  I  disooyered  a  tvmor 
the  sise  of  a  hen's  egg  on  the  left  side  of  the  nmbilicos,- a  little 
below,  having  a  strong  pulsation.  Suspecting  an  anearisiB  of  the 
aorta,  I  had  my  friend  and  fellow  practitioner  of  this  towa  ciM 
in,  (Dr.  B.  P*  Miller),  who  agreed  with  me  in 'the  diagnosis.  He 
recommended  an  abstemious  diet ;  perfect  rest,  and  ordered  suA 
indirect  depletives,  as  would  lessen  the  eirculation,  at  the  same 
time  assuring  our  patient,  that  he  could  not  hope  for  an  fdtiniate 
recovery.  About  this  time,  there  was  an  aching  of  the  thigh  and 
back ;  along  the  course  of  the  sacrosciatic  nerve,  which  could  only 
be  relieved  by  chloroform. 

About  the  13th  September,  he  could  only  find  relief  by  inhsl- 
ing  chloroform.  The  tumor  had  now  enlarged  to  the  aiie  of  % 
child's  head ;  beating  more  furiously  than  ever.  At  this  jniietiR 
some  of  the  friends  advised  sending  for  a  certain  Dr.  Beed,  -mh 
pronounced  it  disease  of  the  liver.  He  administered  somethiiig 
which  caused  retching  and  frequent  straining  attempts  «t  veaut- 
ing  until  September  80th,  when  I  was  again  summoned  m  haste. 
to  find  my  patient  pulseless  and  worn  out. 

This  morning)  Sept.  30th,  the  sac  of  the  aneurism  had  oYidead; 
bnrsted,  but  by  keeping  the  patient  <][uiet  the  coagalaled  blooi 
around  the  orifioe  of  the  rupture  had  arrested  the  hemonAage. 

The  same  evening  the  liver  Dr.  Reed  made  his  Jebwi  agtia 
and  assured  the  patient  and  his  friends  again  that  he  woald  ''  hare 
him  about  in  a  few  days.'' 

On  Tuesday  morning  he  died,  and  according  to  his  request  I 
made  a  post  mortem  examination,  in  presence  of  my  brother,  Di 
A.  Hostetter,  and  Dr.  J.  Pennybaker,  and  likewise  the  friends  c* 
the  deceased.  On  laying  open  the  parieties  of  the  abdomen,  i 
large  tumor  the  size  of  a  man's  head  presented  itself  with  a  rup- 
ture on  the  left  side  near  superior  part  It  haddaa{»lseed  the  ia- 
teetines  and  occupied  the  greater  portion  of  the  left  tlisc,  as 
umbilical  region.    The  grumous  blood  emptied  into  Ae  •ttvitr  ' 
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tkd  abdomen,  haying  been  removed  the  sae  was  opened|  and 
about  four  or  five  pounds  <of  coagulated  blood  taken  out 

Within  this  sac  numerous  ossifications  were  discovered,  two  of 
which  find  enclosed.  The  tumor  or  sac  embraced  about  two 
inches  of  the  left  primitive  iliac,  and  about  five  inches  of  the 
aorta.  The  right  iliac  seemed  sound  with  the  exception  of  ossified 
portions  distinctly  perceptible. 

About  two  months  before  the  attack  of  bilious  cdic,  before 
alluded  to,  the  patient  jumping  over  a  fence,  felt  ''  something 
giving  way"  in  his  left  side. 

The  liver,  stomach,  spleen,  and  intestines  were  normal,  or  in 
bet  presented  the  very  pioture  of  a  healthy  state. 
Very  Respectfully, 

JofiN  L.  HOSTBTTBR. 


ART.  in.— C/mwrf/  Lecture  in  the  Medical  Wards  of  the  Meroy  Hatpiial, 
Ifav.  I9tk,  1855  ;  being  the  %%th  CUnique  of  ike  present  Courst,  By 
N.  S.  Dati8,  M.  D.,  and  Prof,  of  Practical  and  Glioicai  Medicine  in 
Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  111. 

Gbntlkmbn  : — ^I  shall  this  morning  iigain  occupy  your  time  oa 
the  common,  but  all  important  sulgect  of  Fevers,  and  their  local 
complications.  But  before  entering  the  wards  to  take  our  places 
by  the  bed-side  of  the  sick,  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a 
portion  of  the  small  intestine  and  mesentary  which  was  taken  from 
tiie  dead  body  only  two  or  three  days  since.  You  will  remember 
that  I  showed  you  not  long  since,  a  portion  of  the  rectum  which 
illustrated  the  extreme  changes  produced  in  the  mucous  membrane 
of  that  part  during  protracted  and  severe  dysentery. 

During  the  same  interview  I  called  your  attention  to  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  a  portion  of  the  ilium  or  small  intestine,  in 
which  you  saw  several  of  the  eliptical  plates  or  patches  of  Payer's 
glands,  thickened  and  elevated  above  the  surface  of  the  surround- 
ing membrane,  and  presenting  numerous  small  points  or  indenta* 
iions,  giving  to  the  sur&ce  what.liafl  been  called  the  shaven  beard 
aippettranoe.  In  the  same  thickened  and  elevated  patehes  you  taw 
many  points  looking  like  a  deposite  of  gray  or  yellowish  gray 
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toberouli^r  matter  beneath  the  epithelial  covering  of  the  niiiceiis 
membrane^ 

The  only  appearance  of  actual  ulceration  which  you  aaw  in  thii 
pathological  specimen,  consisted  of  one  solitary  ulcer,  situated  in 
a  plica  or  fold  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  was  about  half  the 
fiiseof  an  ordinary  pea.    I  explained  to  you,  that  the  appearasoes 
then  observed  were  those  frequently  seen  in  the  mucous  membraae 
of  Ae  small  intestines  after  death,  from  what  the  books  technically 
call  typhus  fever.    The  pathological  specimen  which  I  now  hold 
in  my  hands,  is  a  section  of  the  ilium  and  mesentery,  from  a  sub- 
ject 4ead  from  protracted  typhoid   fever  with  severe  intestinal 
symptoms.     The  suject  had  also  been  previously  afliicted  with 
scrofulous  disease  of  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  neck.     The  in- 
testifte,  as  you  see,  has  been  laid  open  to  expose  more  fully  its  in* 
terior  or  mucous  surface ;  and  if  you   observe   closely  you   will 
easily  distinguish  here  a  portion  of  the  membrane,  deeper  color, 
and  more  elevated  than   the   surrounding  surface.     Its  margin  ia 
well  defined  ;  and  it  constitutes  one  of  those  ^'  eliptical  plates,"  so 
mimitely  described  by  M.  Louis,  in  a  state  of  simple  thickening 
and  increased  vascularity.     It  differs  from  the  plates  or  patches 
of  glands  in  the  specimen  I  showed  you  a  few  days  since,  in  pre- 
M&ting  no  shaven  beard  appearance  or  indications  of  a  deposito 
under  the  epithelium.    There  are  several  other  spots  of  precisely 
the  same  character  in  this  intestine,  but  here  is  one  in  which  tlie 
mucous  membrane  has  been  entirely  destroyed  leaving,  as  you 
see,  a  superficial  ulcer  as  large  as  a  half  dime,  with  inreguWr 
and  slightly  elevated  edges.     Here  is  another  still  larger,  but 
presenting  the  same  characteristics ;  and  here  is  a  place  where  it 
is  evident  that  two  of  the  patches  of  glands  have  been  destroyed 
by  ulceration  together  with  the  intervening  mucous  surfishoe,  so 
that  we  have  a  continuous  ulcerated  surface   almost  equal  in  ex* 
'     *;  to  a  silver  half-dollar.     The  edges  are  seen  to  be  very  irrega* 
id  in  laying  the   intestine   open  the  incision  was  carried 
gh  a  part  of  the  ulcer,  separating  it  upon  the  other  nmrgin 
I  you  see  here.    These  different  portions  of  the  interior  emr- 
f  the  intestine,  present  only  different  degrees  of  advunconaai 
e  same  morbid  process.    The  first  oharaoUriied  by  i 
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wteularity,  thickening,  and  softening  of  texture,  is  only  an 
earlier  stage  of  the  same  process  which,  at  other  points,  has  resnlteff 
in  ulceration  and  complete  destruction  of  the  membrane.  If  you 
turn  yoar  attention  to  this  adjoining  portion  of  the  mesentery,  yon 
see  the  glands  much  enlarged.  Here  is  one  which  has  attained  the 
size  of  a  hickory  nut,  and  others  present  all  sizes  down  to  that  of  a 
small  pea.  The  only  outward  mark  of  disease  besides  the  swell' 
ing  conaists  of  this  small  patch  of  inflammatory  redness  over  one 
side  of  the  largest  gland.  The  structure  of  all  these  glands  ia 
changed,  however,  being  softened  and  in  some  of  them  entirely 
disorganized.  This  one  which  has  been  laid  open,  presents  aft' 
interior  consisting  of  a  whitish,  pultaceous,  almost  semi-fluid 
mass  of  matter.  These  morbid  appearances  which  you  have  now^ 
carefully  examined,  are  just  such  as  usually  take  place,  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  in  all  protracted  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  accompanied 
by  a  tympanitic  abdomen  and  thin  or  liquid  intestinal  discharges. 
It  is  these  lesions,  both  in  the  intestine  and  mesentery,  which 
have  been  regarded  by  M.  Louis  and  others  of  the  same  patholo- 
gical school  both  in  Europe  and  America,  as  the  essential  patho- 
logical feature  of  this  variety  of  continued  fever.  Indeed,  it  has 
been  claimed  that  these  intestinal  ulcerations,  bear  the  same  rela- 
tion to  the  typhoid  fever,  that  the  eruptions  on  the  skin  do  to  tiie 
fever  of  variola  or  scarlatina.  Hence  it  has  been  styled  dotkbh- 
eniirites  by  some  European  Continental  writers, 'folieular^ 
enteritis,  and  entero-mesenteric  Fever,  by  others ;  and  lumply' 
Enteric  Fever  by  Dr.  Wood.  Gentlemen,  I  cannot  coincide* 
with  these  exclusive  views  in  regard  to  the  pathology  of  typhoid 
fever. 

On  the  contrary,  I  am  constrained,  both  by  observations  at  the 
bed-side  and  by  post  mortem  dissections,  to  regard  these  intestinal 
and  mesenteric  lesions,  in  precisely  the  same  light  as  the  altera- 
tions in  the  texture  of  the  spleen,  the  liver,  the  lower  lobes  of  the 
l«itgB,  the  heart,  and  the  brain,  which  are  often  seen  accompany- 
ing &tal  cases  of  this  variety  of  fever. 

All  these  changes  are  doubtless  consequences^  developed  during 
the  progress  of  the  general  fever,  but  constituting  no  part  oi  its 
Gonalant  and  necessary  pathology.    It  is  true  that  some  are  de- 
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Teloped  more  frequently  than  other?,  and  exert  a  greater  inflnenee 
on  the  ultimate  reenlt.  If  70a  now  accompany  roe  to  the  npper 
ward,  I  will  direct  your  attention  to  two  cases  of  well  maiked 
typhoid  fever,  in  the  advanced  stage  of  their  progress,  both  oC 
which  present  local  complications  of  importance  but  differing  mndi 
from  each  other.  Here  yon  see  a  youog  man,  native  of  Ireiaad, 
aged  about  twenty-two  years,  who  was  admitted  into  the  hospital 
about  ten  days  since,  .having  been  previously  confined  to  his  bed  feor 
or  five  days.  I  called  your  attention  to  the  case  and  pointed  out 
all  its  characteristic  features  soon  after  its  admission  here.  You 
will  remember  that,  at  that  time  his  &oe  was  suffused  with  red- 
ness ;  his  expression  of  countenance  dull ;  his  eyes  sunken ;  Us 
lips  dry,  the  npper  one  a  little  retracted  and  it  together  with  the 
ends  of  the  upper  teeth  covered  with  brown  sordes  ;  the  mouth 
dry ;  the  tongue  red  at  the  tip  and  edges,  but  its  upper  surftee 
oovered  with  a  dry,  brown,  coat ;  his  intellect  and  special  seaeeB 
dull ;  the  skin  generally  dry,  roughs  and  moderately  hot ;  the 
pulse  one  hundred  per  minute,  small  and  soft ;  the  abdomen 
moderately  full,  tympanitic,  and  slightly  tender  on  pressure ;  the 
dJsebarges  from  the  bowels  were  frequent,  amounting  to  six  or 
eight  times  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  accompanied  by  some  pain 
in  the  abdomen ;  the  matter  discharged  being  thin  and  of  a  bn«wa 
or  reddish  brown  color,  and  sometimes  intermixed  with  a  little 
mucus.  The  urine  was  scanty  and  the  respiration  feeble.  I  then 
explained  to  you  that  the  symptoms  presented  were  plainly  indi- 
eative  of  a  severe  typhoid  fever  with  special  lesions  in  the  mneoos 
membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal. 

The  latter  were  particularly  indicated  by  the  intestinal  disehaigea, 
the  tympanitic  and  gurgling  abdomen,  and  the  dry  tongue  with 
red  edges ;  while  the  general  type  of  fever  was  determined  by  the 
soft,  compressible  pulse ;  the  moderately  hot  but  very  dry  skin ; 
^the  difiused  redness  of  the  face ;  the  dulness  of  intelleot  and  special 
I ;  and  the  absence  of  well  marked  periodicity.    In  referenee 

» the  prognosis,  I  pointed  out  two  leading  sources  of  dangev. 

de  one  consisted  in  the  direct  failure  of  the  organio  motixoB,  d»- 
iident  on  that  diminution  of  elementary  3UseepiUnlUg  or  initm 

ility  of 'all  the  tissues,  which  constitues  an  essential 
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tlM  trae  typhoid  eonditioa.  The  evidence  of  this  failave  of  or- 
ganic ftcUoD  «nd  dimiaiehed  suBceptibility  throoghoat  all  tl»  tift» 
sues,  is  found  in  the  torpor  of  intellect,  the  dulnece  of  ^e^ 
seneee,  including  the  nervous  sensibility  generallyi  the  slov  ui 
hesiteting  muscular  movements,  the  feeble  capillary  oirMlalkiii 
the  general  diminution  of  the  secretionSy  and  in  the  darker  edkt 
and  dower  coagolability  of  the  blood  when  drawn  firam  the  TeiM 
and  allowed  to  stand  in  an  open  vessel  These  phenomena  an  all 
independent  of  any  mere  local  lesion,  and  arise  dmotly  fircn  wm 
altered  condition  of  the  properties  of  both  aoUds  and  flnUhi 
tfaroaghout  the  system.  This  altered  eonditien  is  sometisMS  oC 
itself  smiident  to  destroy  the  life  of  the  patient  This  is  indeed 
frequently  the  case  in  the  lower  grades  of  typhoid  diseasCi  avsh 
as  occurs  in  camps,  jmIs,  crowded  emigrant  ships,  etc  In  Ike 
ordinary  typhoid  fever  of  the  country,  however,  these  changes 
are  generally  more  moderate,  And  seldom  constitute  the  immediate 
cause  o(  death;  and  still  they  are  constant  elements  in  this  va- 
riety ef  fever,  giving  to  it  Uiat  tendency  to  dMIUy  or  typhoid 
proairation^  against  which  the  books  so  uniformly  caution,  us.  It 
is  of  much  practical  moment  to  appreciate  clearly  these  general 
alterations  in  each  individual  case,  as  on  them  should  be  founded 
one  of  the  leading  indications  for  treatment.  ** 

The  other  source  of  danger  in  the  case  before  you,  was  attrilh' 
uted  to  the  changes  which  were  taking  place  in  the  mucous  mem- 
brane (tf  the  intestines.  The  precise  nature. and  tendency  of  these 
abdominal  lesions,  as  demonstrated  by  the  researches  of  Louis, 
Chomel,  Gherard,  Jadcson,  and  others,  were  fully  pointed  out  to 
you  at  the  previous  exanination,  and  need  not  be  repeated  at  thia 
time.  Ton  wiU  remember  that  the  opinion  was  then  expressed, 
that  the  same  morbid  change  had  commenced  in  the  aggregated 
glands  or^elipiical  plates  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ilma, 
and  the  glands  in  the  corresponding  portions  of  the  mesentery,  aa 
you  have  just  now  examined  in  the  pathological  speoimen  axhib* 
ited  in  the  room  below^. 

The  vascularity  of  these  parts  was  already  iaereesed,  mftrking  * 
the  eemaeneemeat  of  that  chaegs  which  results  in  softening  aad' 
ulceration.    The  case  then  presented  two  clear  and  well 
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indioatioKui  for  treatmtnt  The  first  was  to  arrest  the  further  im- 
pftirment  of  the  properties  of  the  blood  and  tiBsnes,  and  thoceby 
psefent  an  undae  or  dangerous  degree  of  general  depresaioii  or 
pMBtratioa.  The  second,  was  to  counteract  the  morbid  change 
geing  on  in  the  glandular  structures  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  intestines  and  mesentery. 

-  Having,  pointed  out  as  clearly  as  possible  the  indications  for 
treatment,  the  next  inquiry  was  in  reference  to  the  best  means  for 
fiUfiUing  them.  To  meet  the  first,  you  will  recollect,  the  patient 
vaa  directed  a  regular  supply  of  nourishment,  consisting  of  ani* 
mal  brodi  well  seasoned  with  salt,  or  sweet  milk  boiled  with  a 
I^tle  JBour.  Those  articles  were  chosen,  as  you  are  aware,  chiefly 
becanse  they  contain  a  sufficient  proportion  of  nutritiYe  matter  ia 
a  state  easily  absorbed  from  the  stomach  and  first  part  of  the  in- 
testines,  and  leaving  but  little  fodcal  residue  to  pass  over  the  mor* 
bidly  sensitive  and  diseased  surface  of  the  ilium  and  colon ;  qual- 
ities of  much  importance  in  the  intestinal  variety  of  typhoid  feTer. 
The  nourishment  should  be  given  in  moderate  quantities  and  at 
regular  intervals,  without  much  reference  to  the  appetite  of  the 
patient.  To  still  further  maintain  the  tonicity  of  the  tissues,  and 
arrest  the  tendency  to  impairment  of  the  quality  of  the  blood,  I 
durected  for  the  patient,  a  solution  of  chloride  of  sodium,  solph. 
quinine,  and  sulph,  morph.,  in  water,  in  such  proportion  that  the 
patient  would  get  in  each  dose  15  grs.  of  the  first,  2  gra.  of  the 
second,  and  ^  of  a  grain  of  the  third,  every  four  hours.  Hhab.  I 
prescribed  this  at  our  former  interview  with  this  patient,  some  of 
you  who  are  conversant  with  the  prevailing  dootrines  oonoeniing 
the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  may  have  regarded  it  as  ineffioi^it 
for  sustaining  the  forces  of  the  system,  and  may  have  been  xeadj 
to  ask  why  the  more  diffusable  stimulants,  such  as  brandy  or  irine, 
or  hark,  were  not  resorted  to  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Stokes  «f 
Dublin,  and  most  other  modem  teachers.  To  anawer  this  questioa 
ally  would  require  more  time  than  is  now  at  my  commandL  If 
ou  remember  what  I  have  already  stated  in  the  lecture  room  con- 
wning  the  condition  of  the  blood  in  the  fully  formed  typhoii 
disease,  you  will  have  reason  to  suppose  that  in  the  patienibelore 
US|  that  fluid  is  of  adarker  hue  and  its  fibrins  less  ooagulaUe  Ihaa 
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in  heahh ;  and  oontequently  it  ia  leu  oapable  of  prodadogiti 
nonnal  impression  on  the  elementary  properties  of  the  tisBiies,  by 
which  all  the  fanctions  of  the  system  are  maintained.  If  ihis  is 
true,  we  should  certainly  select  as  far  as  possible  such  remedies  ai 
will  arrest  this  change  in  the  blood  and  restore  its  healthy  qnalitiea) 
for  in  BO  doing  we  shall  most  efficiently  sustain  all  the  organie 
processes  and  fanction. 

Bat  if  there  is  any  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  experiments  fit 
Prout,  Bonchardet,  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Bernard^  or  myself,  it  19 
certain  that  alcohol  when  introduced  into  the  system  directly  les- 
sons both  the  exhalation  of  carbonic  acid  and  the  absorption  of 
oxygen  from  the  lungs,  renders  the  blood  darker  color,  lessens  the 
coagulability  of  the  fibrine,  and  diminishes  all  the  organic  actions. 
Hence  unless  we  actually  prescribe  on  the  fictitious  principle  of 
similia  similibus  curantur,  we  shall  be  forced  to  declare  the  whole 
class  of  alcoholic  beverages  contra-indicated  in  the  class  of  patients 
before  us.  You  may  be  disposed,  however,  to  claim  that  experu 
ence  has  proved  their  efficacy  and  clearly  demonstrated  a  less  ratio 
of  mortality  under  their  use  than  under  other  modes  of  treatment 
Let  me  caution  you  here  against  one  source  of  fallacy  in  reference 
to  this  matter.  You  must  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  before  the 
researches  of  Louis,  Ghomel,  Gherard,  Jackson,  and  others  m 
relation  to  the  intestinal  lesions  so  common  in  typhoid  fever,  had 
become  generally  known  to  the  profession,  it  was  the  general  cus- 
tom in  the  treatment  of  all  continued  fevers  to  resort  to  eaieiKS, 
oatharties,  and  sometimes  blood-letting. 

In  other  words  it  was  customary  to  employ  an  evacuant  niA 
strongly  purturbing  treatment,  with  a  low  diet.  Of  course  many 
patients  sunk  early  from  exhaustion,  and  many  more  from  pnn 
tiTtcted  and  extensive  ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  tilie 
intestines.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  the  comparisons  instituted 
between  the  results  of  this  practice  and  that  from  a  moderate  lise 
of  alcoholic  stimulants  coupled  with  sufficient  tiourishaient,  show 
a  balance  in  favor  of  the  latter.  This,  however,  only  proves  that 
tbe  stimulants  were  less  injurious  than  the  evacuant  and  portarb- 
ing  methods  of  treatment,  but  leaves  the  question  in  regard  to  their 
positive  value  entirely  unsettled.    There  are  agents  within  oar 
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MMh,  wUeh,  irheti  introdaoed  into  the  blood,  dirMtly : 
its  arterial  hue,  add  to  its  capaeity  for  absorbiag  ozygea, 
the  tendency  to  alteration  or  degeneration  of  ita  eorpasQWi,  aad 
thereby  render  it  more  capable  of  supporting  all  the  propettisa 
and  fonctions  of  the  system.  These  are  the  agents  clearly  ia- 
dioated  in  the  caae  before  os ;  and  amoog  them  I  sm  satisfied  from 
much  and  careful  observation  at  the  bed  side,  that  there  is  not  one 
among  them  more  efficient  and  raluable  than  the  chloride  of  sodium 
or  common  salt.  Hence  it  was  that  we  selected  it?  with  small  doses 
of  quinine  to  counteract  those  ehanges  in  the  blood  and  dssoes 
which  were  going  on  in  the  patient  now  lying  before  yoa.  To  fiol- 
fill  the  second  indication,  namely,  the  removal  of  the  local  intesti- 
nal lesion,  I  directed  a  fluid  drachm  of  the  following  emulsion  to 
be  given  between  each  of  the  doses  of  the  salt  and  quinine  solution, 

viz. :  R     01.  Terebinth,  3ji. 

Tinct.  Opii.,  3ji. 

Pulv.  G.  Arabac,  )        ^... 

White  Sugar,         \  **'  ^J"' 
Rub  together  thoroughly  and  add 

Mint  Water,  3ji.         mix. 

The  patient  continued  these  remedies,  with  very  little  Tariatioa 
finr  five  or  six  days,  during  which  time  all  symptoms  impioved 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  deemed  convalescent. 

The  general  fever  entirely  subsided,  the  intestinal  disdaiges 
beoome  more  natural  both  in  consistence  and  frequency,  and  lus 
appetite  returned.    In  this  state  the  emulsion  was  diaeontimiad, 
and  the  solution  of  salt  and  quinine  continued  only  three  timm  » 
day.    For  two  or  three  days  the  patient  appeared  to  be  doing  weU, 
but  indulging  too  freely  in  the  use  of  food,  the  intestinal  diaoKaTgw 
of  a  thin  browns  character  were  renewed,  and  you  now  find  bim 
again,  with  a  tympanitic  abdomen,  a  red  tongue,  a  pnlae  om 
hundred  per  minute  and  small,  but  no  febrile  heat  or  thint.     Yon 
eiamine  the  patient  carefully  and  you  will  find,  all  the  evidakees 
of  a  return  of  tliat  peculiar  irritation  in  the  mncons  mfimbianw, 
wUch  existed  on  his  fiiat  admission  into  the  Hospital,  bnt  wiAont 
general  febrile  action.    This  is  not  an  uncommon  occnrreiiee  dar- 
ing convalescence  from  this  variety  of  fever,  and  shouldimpraaa  upon 
your  minds  strwgly  the  necessity  of  watching  closely  tikm  diet 


8BLMVI02IS.  557 

Bad  whole  management  of  patients  convalescent  from  the  intestinal 
tjphoid  fever  until  the  health  is  fully  restored.  Without  thki  yon 
will  have  fireqnent  occurrences  like  this,  and  sometimes  a  rapid 
developement  of  ulceration,  with  an  ultimately  fatal  result  To 
again  allay  the  intestinal  irritation  in  this  patient  we  will  restrict 
his  diet  according  to  the  rules  before  mentioned  and  give  him  ene 
of  the  following  pills  every  two  hours,  vis. : 
R    Nitras  Argenti,     8  grs. 

Pulv.  Opii.,  20  grs.         Mix  and  divide  into 

twenty  pills.  There  is  another  patient  with  typhoid  fever  com- 
plicated with  disease  within  the  chest,  to  which  I  intended  to  direct 
your  attention,  but  as  the  clinique  hour  has  already  expired,  we 
most  defer  it  until  to-morrow  morning. 


Vesica-  Vaginal  Fistula^  with  Laceration  of  the  Anterior  Lip 
of  the  Cervis  Uteri,  of  nearly  six  years  standing,  cured  in 
two  weeks.  By  N.  Boseman,  M.  D.  (Report  read  before  the 
Sydenham  Medical  Society,  of  Montgomery,  Ala. 

The  subject  of  this  case  was  very  kindly  sent  to  my  infirmary 
for  treatment,  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Mitchell,  of  Tuskegee. 

Delphia,  (colored  woman,)  belonging  to  Dr.  Robert  Howard, 
of  Macon  county,  was  admitted  on  the  4th  of  April,  aged  25; 
stout,  well  formed,  and  has  the  appearance  of  one  enjoying  good 
health;  always  menstruated  regularly,  etc.  In  August,  1850,  she 

Save  birth  to  her  second  and  last  cnild ;  has  had  no  control  over 
er  urine  ever  since;  was  in  labor  nearly  four  days ;  delivery  na- 
tural ;  child  of  medium  size,  strong  and  vigorous ;  did  well,  and 
is  at  present  a  large  and  healthy  boy.  Presentation  was  verteZi 
flo  &r  as  can  be  ascertained.  First  labor,  about  a  year  beforoi 
lasted  four  days — the  child  was  still-born,  and  of  large  size  ;  de- 
livery natural,  recovery  speedy,  etc.  In  neither  confinement  was 
thepatient  attended  by  a  physician. 

Upon  examination,  I  founS  the  vagina  to  bo  very  capacious — a 
circumstance  of  no  little  importance,  as  regards  success,  in  any 
ease,  but  especially  is  it  so  when  the  fistulous  opening  is  found  in 
close  proximity  to  the  cervix  uteri.  The  injury  sustained  by  the 
parts  seemed,  at  first  view,  to  be  very  extensive;  but  upon  fur* 
ther  inspection,  they  presented  a  more  favorable  appearance.  Li 
the  anterior  lip  of  ttie  cervix  was  to  be  seen  a  deep  cleft,  present- 
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ing  on  either  side,  a  considerable  prominence  ;  at  iti  anterior  ex- 
tremity was  situated  the  fistula,  oval  in  shape,  and  large  eno^gb 
to  admit  the  index  finger  into  the  bladder.  No  effort  aeemed  to 
have  been  made  by  nature  to  repair  the  cervical  in j  air.  In  a 
case,^  almost  identical,  which  came  under  my  observation  last  year 
a  spontaneous  cure  wm  found  to  be  perfect — ^union  seeming  to 
luive  taken  place  by  the  first  intention — only  the  line  of  cieatri»- 
tion  remained,  showing  very  plainly  the  extent  of  the  injury,  and 
its  relation  to  the  fistulous  opening. 

This  difference  in  the  results  of  nature  to  renair  its  injozies, 
presenting  tbe  same  characters,  influenced  by  tne  same  canses, 
is  of  no  practical  importance  in  the  present  instance,  yet  it  ia  a 
^t  none  the  less  interesting. 

As  to  the  operation,  two  modes  of  procedure  very  naturally 
suggested  themselves :  one  was  to  close  the  fistula  ana  afterward 
the  cleft ;  the  other  was  to  complete  the  whole  under  one  opera- 
tion. The  latter,  though  more  difficult  of  execution,  was  the  one 
I  adopted,  for  the  reason  that  the  patient  would  not  require  to  be 
confined  so  loDg. 

A  reparation  of  tho  cervix  I  did  not  consider  essential  to  the 
success  of  curing  the  fistula ;  still  I  determined  to  effect  it,  if 
possible,  in  view  of  the  probable  results  of  parturition,  should  it 
occur  again.  With  such  a  deep  fissure  existing  in  the  anterior  lip 
of  the  cervix,  it  can  very  readily  be  perceived  how  mncli  more 
liable  this  point  would  be  to  give  way  under  powerful  uterine  eon- 
tractions,  attended  by  a  reproduction  of  the  fistula,  and  perhaps 
laceration  of  tbe  uterus  itself,  with  all  their  dreadful  conse- 
quences, as  dribbling  of  the  urine,  metritis,  peritonitis,  etc. 

On  the  eighth  day  after  admission,  assisted  by  Dr.  Clanton 
and  Mr.  Duncan,  a  medical  student,  I  proceeded  to  operate.  The 
method  employed  was  that  of  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,  (who,  be  it  to 
the  honor  of  America,  yea,  of  the  world,  has  accomplished  more 
in  this  hitherto  difficult  branch  of  the  practice  than  any  surgeon 
living.) 

A  detailed  account  of  the  different  steps  of  the  operation  I 
slhall  purposelv  omit,  as  it  would  be  tedious  and  perhaps  uninter- 
esting ;  therefore,  only  a  single  feature  of  it  will  be  presented — 
the  application  of  the  suture  apparatus.  From  my  description  of 
the  injury,  it  will  now  be  seen  that  the  clamps  had  to  be  applied 
with  all  the  accuracy  observed  under  ordinary  circumstances  to 
^arts  totally  different  in  structure   and  function,  with  a  yiev  of 

taining,  by  a  natural  and  common  process,  a  natural  and 

)n  result — union  by  the  first  intention, 

*  New  Orieans  Medical  and  Sui^i«al  Joomal.    Hay  l(o.»  ItM. 
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The  denae>  Btt<mg  and  unyielding  tissue  of  the  cervix  had  to. 
be  made  to  harmonize  with  the  erectile,  spongy  and  elastic  tissue 
of  the  vagina.  In  lodging  the  wire  sutures  in  their  respective 
places,  great  care  had  to  he  taken  that  the  needle  was  entered  and 
brought  out  at  a  distance  from  the  fistula  and  cleft,  corresponding, 
to  the  extent  of  elasticity  or  adaptation  of  the  parts.  If  too  far 
removed,  there  was  danger  of  the  edges  becoming  everted,  and 
vice  versa.  In  neither  instance  could  coaptation  be  effected — ^a 
desideratum  indispensable  to  success.  The  difficulties  and  per- 
plexities of  such  a  task,  simple  as  its  execution  may  appear,  can 
scarcely  be  realized  bv  one  who  has  never  attempted  it.  Havings 
then,  thoroughly  freshened  and  shaped  the  edges  of  the  injured 
parts,  the  first  suture  was  carried  through  the  cervix  in  its  lower 
third ;  the  second  was  entered  on  a  line  a  little  exterior  to  the 
first— -carried  across  the  upper  extremity  of  the  fistula,  and  out  at 
a  corresponding  point  at  the  opposite  side ;  the  other  two  were 
entered  in  a  similar  manner  at  equal  distances  below.  To  theends 
of  the  sutures,  on  the  right  side,  a  clamp  was  fixed  and  made  to 
talce  its  proper  place,  the  upper  end  resting  against  the  side  of  the 
cervix.  The  one  ox^  the  opposite  side  was  arranged  in  a  simila9< 
manner,  with  the  proximal  ends  of  the  sutures  passing  through  ib^. 
Traction  beii^g  now  made  upon  these  ends,  the  edges  of  both  &tiila 
and  cleft  were  brought  iu  direct  opposition.  In  this  relation  they 
were  maintained  by  compressing  a  small  shot  on  each  suture  close. 
to  the  clamp  \  after  which  the  sutures  were  cut  off  close  to  the  shot, 
and  the  patient  put  to  bed.  The  self-retaining  catheter  was  next 
introduced  into  the  bladder,  and  the  operation  then  completed. 

On  the  day  following  menstruation  came  on,  and  soon  afterward 
I  noticed  a  bloody  state  of  the  urine,  and  slight  leakage  of  the 
bladder.  This  condition  of  things  continued  four  or  five  davs,  or 
till  the  catamenia  ceased  when  all  unfavorable  indications  disap- 
peared, and  the  patient  seemed  to  do  well.  That  a  small  openins 
in  the  bladder  existed  during  this  period,  to  allow  of  leakage  ana 
commingling  of  the  two  fluids,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  most 
remarkable  thing  about  it  is,  that  it  should  have  closed  after  so 
long  a  time. 

The  explanation  of  the  result,  I  think,  is  this  :  A  small  groove 
remained  at  the  bottom  of  the  cervical  cleft,  after  the  application 
of  the  clamps,  thus  admitting  a  portion  of  the  catamenia  to  pass 
al«n£  to  the  upper  extremity  of  the  fistula  when  it  entered  the 
bladder.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  opening,  and  its 
valve-like  form,  only  a  very  slight  leakage  could  take  place,  and 
this,  I  imagine,  as  a  result  of  some  effort  or  change  of  position  on 
the  part  of  the  patient.  The  urine,  then,  having  little  or  no  ten- 
dency to  escape  here,  and  the  edges  of  the  opening  being  still  in 
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a  freshened  state,  union  of  the  parts  followed  immediatdj  upon 
the  cessation  of  the  catamenial  flow. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  operation  I  remored  the  clamps, 
when  union  at  all  points  seemed  to  be  perfect.  A  small  notch  at 
the  extremity  of  the  anterior  lip  of  the  cervix  was  the  only  evi- 
dence of  the  deep  cleft  which  had  existed  there.  The  patient  was 
now  allowed  to  get  up.  At  first  she  could  not  retain  her  urine 
longer  than  two  or  three  hours  without  some  pain  in  the  region  of 
of  the  bladder.  This  difficulty,  however,  gradually  diminished 
as  the  organ  regained  its  natural  tone,  which  it  did  in  a  few  days. 
•^Southeni  Med,  Jour. 

MoNxeoMBET,  May  10,  1855. 


Belladonna  in  Hooping  Cough. 

Dr.  TurnbuU  makes  the  following  remarks  on  the  use  of  bella- 
donna  in  hooping  cough,  in  the  Medical  Examiner  for  Angiwf, 
which  will  be  read  with  interest  at  a  time  when  this  refrMSlory 
alFection  is  prevailing  as  an  epidemic : 

The  following  was  the  method  followed  :  The  systembeing  pre- 
pared by  reducing  the  inflammation  by  the  means  before  spoken 
of,  obtain  if  possible,  English  extract  of  belladonna,  fresh  and 
good ;  let  the  extract  be  triturated  with  water  or  simple  syrap  ;  if 
it  is  to  be  kept  for  some  time,  add  a  small  quantity  of  alcohoL 
The  dose  for  a  child  three  months  old  is  the  sixteenth  of  a  grain 
every  three  hours,  to  a  child  one  year  one  eighth  of  a  grain,  and 
so  to  other  ages  in  proportion. 

Inform  the  parent  or  nurse  of  the  change  it  will  produce  opon 
the  eyes,  also  that  it  may  redden  the  skin.  When  full  dilatation 
of  the  pupil  is  brought  about,  the  medicine  is  to  be  intermitted  till 
it  has  gone  off  again;  the  balladonna  is  to  be  administered  in 
slightly  increasing  doses,  so  as  to  keep  the  child  under  ita  iiifla- 
ence  for  several  days  or  till  the  paroxysms  are  checked,  irbich 
will  usually  occur  toward  the  sixth  or  eight  day  of  the  second 
Bta^e. 

In  the  twenty  cases  cured  by  the  use  of  the  balladonna  the 

^ngh  and  hoop  returned  in  a  few  cases  on  exposure  to  cold  <»*  ia 

agreeable,  windy  weather ;  but  by  combining  the  extract  wiA 

rap  of  ipecacuanha  a  few  doses  soon  checked  the  oough  and  hoop : 

only  one  case  out  of  this   number  was  it  complicated  with  in* 

mmation  of  the  lungs,  and  this  case  recovered. 

The   average  duration  of  my  twenty  cases  was  ten  days,  after 

je  hoop  had  commenced  when   the  case  was  free  firon  oooipliet* 

£]ons,  which  shows   the  great  advantage  of  this  treatment.     I1»e 
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ordinary  duration  of  the  disease,  when  treated  in  the  tisual  man- 
ner, is  from  1^  to  8|  months  ;  even  by  prussic  acid,  or  the  appli« 
cation  of  nitrate  of  silver,  the  average  given  is  from  two  to  three 
weeks.  It  is  stated  by  Gibb  that  with  the  use  of  nitric  acid,  the 
average  duration  was  only  six  or  seven  days.  Several  physicians 
who  have  used  this  remedy,  however,  do  not  find  such  favorable 
results  from  its  use. 

I  have  added  to  my  communication  some  extracts  from  the  ex 
perience  of  a  few  distinguished  medical  men  on  the  use  of  thi 
important  agent,  belladonna. 

This  remedy  was  used  in  hooping  cough  about  the  year  1783 
by  Dr.  Buckhaave,  of  Copenhagen,  who  gave  the  powdered  root 
in  doses  of  two  grains,  morning  and  evening,  to  a  child  of  five  or 
six  years  of  age.  The  cure,  it  is  stated,  was  generally  accom- 
plished in  from  seven  to  fourteen  days.* 

Dr.  Miquel,  of  Nemerhaus,  says  the  belladonna  is  a  remedy 
upon  which  he  can  always  depend  in  this  disease.  In  the  course 
of  many  epidemics  which  he  has  observed  during  fifteen  years,  he 
has  constantly  cured  the  cough  in  eight  days.f 

Dr.  Samuel  Jaekson,  of  this  city,  late  of  Northumberland,  who, 
although  he  was  not  the  first  to  employ  the  belladonna,  yet  by  his 
valuable  publication  in  1834  brought  its  virtues  prominently  be-» 
fore  the  medical  public,  has  continued  its  use  for  twenty  years, 
and  his  confidence  in  its  powers  to  arrest  the  paroxysm  and  cure 
the  second  stage  of  hooping  cough  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
is  undiminished. 

Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  formerly  President  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  Pensylvannia,  a  distinguished  practitioner  of  Mont- 
gomery county,  Pa.,  in  a  paper  on  the  efficacy  of  belladonna  as  a 
remedy  in  Pertussis,  published  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medi- 
cal Science,  for  October  1852,  makes  the  following  observations  : 
"  My  experience  in  pertussis  had  satisfied  me  that  of  all  the  rem- 
edies in  common  use,  those  recommended  by  writers  upon  diseases 
of  children  are  almost  useless.  Children  affected  in  the  winter 
contjnaed  to  cough  and  strangle  and  suffer  for  many  weeks  with 
scarcely  a  perceptible  amendment.  It  was  painful  to  visit  and 
iDortifiying  to  prescribe  for  those  afflicted  with  this  malady." 

He  commenced  the  use  of  belladonna  in  four  cases,  and  in  one 
week  they  were  all  well.  His  method  of  using  it  was  to  begin 
with  the  sixteenth  of  a  grain  to  children  under  one  year  every  two 
hours,  and  increasing  a  little  every  day  till  full  dilatation  of  the 
pupil  occurred,  the  skin  become  flushed  and  vision  confused  ;  this 

*   Duncan^B  CommentarieB  for  1793,  and  Dr.  Gibb  on  Pertussin,  p.  282.     1854. 
j^   Vol.  vii.  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  p.  524,  from  Archiovea  Gener^ 
Mlesj  August,  1S80. 
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he  accomplished  by  disolving  ei^ht  grains  of  the  extnctinan 
ounce  of  ivater,  nine  drops  of  which  contained  the  eigktb  of  a 
grain. 

In  an  epidemic  in  1840  he  used  the  belladonna  in  bandied  ^ 
cases  with  great  relief  in  nearly  all.  By  giving  it  in  small  doses 
at  first,  the  fears  of  the  patients  were  allayed.  In  184T-8  Ke 
also  prescribed  it  in  numerous  cases,  with  much  success.  He  con- 
cludes his  paper  in  these  words  :  *'  During  the  last  seventeen  yean 
I  have  given  the  extract  of  belladonna  to  hundreds  of  patientg 
from  two  months  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  am  firmly  convinced 
that  it  has  a  greater  control  over  hooping  than  any  other  remedj 
in  common  use.  That  while,  in  a  few  cases,  the  system  did  DOt 
seem  susceptible  to  its  action  in  the  doses  I  have  prescribed,  yet 
in  nearly  all  the  disease  yielded  quickly.  It  is  a  safe  and  efficient 
remedy  for  pertussis  in  children  of  any  age." 

Dr.  Eberle,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children,  seeond 
edition,  remarks  *Hhat  the  balladonna  has  been  highly  celebratei, 
and  is  without  doubt,  by  far,  the  best  article  of  the  kind  we  pos- 
sess. My  own  experience  leads  me  to  testify  confidently  on  this 
point.  1  have  prescribed  it  widiin  the  last  six  years,  (1834),  in 
perhaps  twenty  cases,  and  in  the  majority  of  them  with  evident 
advantage."  Prof  Borda,  he  remarks,  was  the  first  he  behcred, 
who  used  it  as  a  remedy,  and  his  belief  in  its  e&cacj  is  almost 
unlimited. 

Hufeland  and  Albert  are  almost  equally  decided  in  their  praise 
of  the  virtues  of  this  article. 

The  mortality  from  this  disease  in  our  city  in  1850  was"^*!, 
1852  168;  and  for  1853,  was  64.  In  1853  in  thedisttictoi 
Bichmond  it  occurred  as  an  epidemic.  In  severe  cases  Dr.  Jan* 
vierused  the  belladonna  with  the  best  results.  *'  It  mitigates  the 
paroxysms  better  than  any  other  sedative."* 

Dr.  Condie  remarks  in  his  work  on  diseases  of  children,  that 
the  narcotic  from  which  the  greatest  amount  of  benefit  is  to  be 
anticipated  by  this  disease,  is  unquestionably  the  belladonna :  it 
has  been  very  extensively  employed,  and  the  evidence  in  its  hm 
is  strong  and  conclusive,  (by  Kahliss,  Janin,  Hufeland,  WidemanD. 
Raisin,  Guibert,  Albert.  Shafer,  Laennec,  MuUer,  Blache,Mau2h 
sell.  and  Lombard  ) 

He  further  remarks  that  he  had  given  the  belladonna  a  very  be 
trial,  and  has,  in  many  cases,  been  pleased  with  the  prompt  laj 
ecided  relief  produced  by  it,  while  in  other  instances  it  appetite 
0  exert  no  influence  whatever. 

I  think  that  this  last  remark  may  be  often  accounted  for  by  tte 
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bad  character  of  the  belladonna,  which  is  eyen  fbnnd  in  some  of 
the  drug  stores  of  this  city,  for  it  is  an  uncertain  preparation 
unless  when  procured  by  eyaporation  in  vacuo,  for  some  samples 
from  some  of  the  Parisian  shops  were  found  by  Orfila  to  be  quite 
inert. 

Dr.  Williams,  of  London,  has  used  belladonna  with  great  ad* 
vatage  in  his  practice.  He  gives  it  in  a  quarter  grain  doses  to  a 
child  of  two  years,  increasing  the  doses  to  double  that  quantity  or 
more  where  it  fails  to  relieve.  He  remarks  that  these  doses,  in 
general,  cause  some  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  and  conceives  that 
the  radical  agency  of  the  drug  depends  on  the  same  power  to  di- 
minish irritability  of  the  bronchial  and  laryngeal  muscles  whieb 
is  here  evinced  with  regard  to  the  iris.f 

Dr.  G.  A.  Bees  has  found  belladonna  one  of  the  moit  effieioacus 
remedies  in  pertussis.^ 

Dr.  Waller  cured  two  cases  with  the  twelfth  of  a  grain  of  ex- 
tract three  times  a  day ;  prussic  acid  and  conium  h^l  failed  in 
affording  any  permanent  relief'^ 

Aberle  assigns  the  highest  place  among  narcoties  to  t>e  bella- 
donna in  hooping  cough* 

Dr.  Churchill  says  that  this  is  [ierhaps  the  most  influential 
narcotic  and  sedative  we  possess  (in  [yertussis):  it  has  lieen  very 
extensively  employed  and  the  evidence  in  its  fayor  is  very  strong  j| 

Belladonna  has  been  euiinentiy  useful  in  the  epideu^ice  of  \nyj6- 
ing  cou^  which  M.  Debrevne  has  oUerved.  but  re>o>urse  j^houU 
not  be  1^  to  it  till  the  inttammatory  element  has  Ucn  overcome 
by  leeches,  emetics,  ete. 

Dr.  A-  T.  Thompson  says :  **  I  have  ordered  the  extract  of  bel- 
Isidonna  in  dotes  oi  one-^gUt  of  a  grain  t/j  a  cbild  of  eight  yeitum, 
and  gndioally  iz^ereased  the  dose  to  a  quarter  of  a  g/niu  lis 
power  ofer  ^  cough  is  extraordinary/^  1! 


^^  Naitaral  Rduiiwi  oftliJtDii&ui^.  In  the  prdinuuarv  con- 
sideratioziffi  of  the  nature  of  ery^ijAflas  I  Lave  aucady  ijutuaated 
my  opinion,  that  its  phenoiui^ua  Luvc  Luurkcd  an;  Jvgy  with  tLoae 
OI  dxe  febrile  exautlieuiut4i.  aud  iudicaie  a  ivUtiun  to  gouty. 
rheumatic,  and  scorbutic  iuHauiUiati^^iifi  iu  all  of  wLioL  tlie  cooia- 
neons  inflammatory  uctiun  of  tue  lIiUjl^i!  Uiucua&  ^ujikce  i^a  well- 
maiked  characteristic.     All  of  cLcuj   tsL^^w  au  uumiatakable  ten- 

\  Oibb  <Hi  lioopin^' cou>;]<    |     ii^  J    t    i-    .V.n.  ,i  <^rt/.- il     >        \n...*. 
i  IftseaM*  oitCiiiiai*-,..  J,,  i.o.i<   «»!.•.. 
%  Lauoet,  Vol.  i.  1^««^|'    '^v, 
I  £}cm(Mit>  of  Mau  ri.   M'4ii<.' 
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dency  to  a  complioation  with  gastric  and  biliary  diaorden,  aod  uv 
generally  results  of  the  same  cold  atmospheric  humidity,  from 
which  an  epidemic  prevalence  of  all  of  them  may  proceed^  m 
has  been  well  marked  during  the  present  season.  This  reUtion 
of  rheumatism  and  erysipelas  will  be  yet  more  evident  from  the  fol- 
lowing comparison  of  the  morbid  state  of  the  urine  in  b<>th  diseases^ 
in  which  there  is  a  very  evident  increase  in  the  quantities  of  ark 
aeid  and  extractive  beyond  a  state  of  health.  The  results  are  in- 
dicated in  the  following  tables,  compiled  from  Simon's  Chem 
istry  :— 

RHEUMATISM. 

A  man  aged  thirty,  whose  urine  threw  down  a  copious  red  sedi- 
ment on  standing  for  two  hours,  and  was  1017.2  of  specific  pmtj. 

Analysis  1.    An^sis  3.    Analyiit.  &. 

Water,          -        -        .        .  971.80  9T0.20  981.10 

SoUd  coDstitutents,     -        -        -  28.20  29.8  18.90 

Urea, 12.20  6.00  8.00 

Uric  acid,         ...        -  1.70  1.04  0.56 

Mixed  salts,        -        -        -              5.59  2,84 

Extractive  matter,    -        -        -        14.70  8.00 

ERYSIPELAS. 

In  the  febrile  stage  of  this  disease  the  urine  has  all  the  dianc- 
ters  of  inflammatory  febrile  urine.  Becquerel  made  two  qualitiTe 
analyses  of  the  urine  of  a  man,  aged  thirty-nine,  who  had  ervupelas. 
Specific  gravity,  1021  to  1023.1.  The  quantity  passed  dariog 
the  twenty- four  hours  being,  in  the  first  and  second  analysis,  2T.0 
and  80.8  ounces  respectively. 

Analysis  1.    Analysis  S.    of  healthy 
nrine. 

Water,  .        -        -        . 

Solid  constitueDts, 

Urea,  .        -        -        - 

Uric  acid, 

Fixed  salts. 

Extractive  matter,  - 
Other  chemical  pathologists  have  ascertained  that,  during  the 
acute  stage  of  erysipelas,  while  the  urine  presents  all  the  cham- 
ters  of  febrile  urine,  it  is  at  the  same  time  albuminous,  tfi 
occasionally  mixed  with  blood.  These  facts  have  been  well  estil^ 
lished  by  the  examinations  of  the  urine,  in  erysipelatous  ctfei 
oaade  by  Becquerel  and  by  Dr.  Beguin,  of  Edinburgh.  The  ft- 
sence  also  of  albumen  in  the  urine  during  the  desquamative  suge 
of  erysipelas  is  noticed  by  Lehmann ;  and  others  have  fomidtbt 
at  this  period  of  the  disease,  the  urine  is  coagulable  and  charged 
with  epithelium,  as  in  scarlatina.  Tho  temporary  albaminv^ 
and  the  desquamation  from  the  renal  tubes,  which  have  berathu 
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fonnd  aasociated  with  erysipelas,  and  more  particularly  when  the 
inflammation  of  the  skin  has  been  of  great  extent  and  idiopathic  in 
its  origin,  are  points  of  great  practical  importance  in  regard  to 
this  disease.  They  serve  to  show  that  this  cutaneous  affection, 
like  other  exanthematous  diseases  is  associated  with  derangement 
of  the  renal  functions,  and  that  both  are  coetaneously  connected 
with  the  same  blood  lesion  the  removal  of  which  is  an  essential 
element  of  successful  treatment.  The  efficacy  of  the  tincture  of 
sesquichloride  of  iron,  which  sensibly  affects  the  secretion  of  the 
urine,  while  it  restores  the  healthy  nutritive  powers  of  the  red 
blood  globules,  probably  depends  on  its  power  of  producing  these 
effects.  The  subject  is  one  well  worthy  of  further  observation 
and  experiment." — London  Lancet. 
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A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  tlie  Ejc.  By  William  MiCKENziXy 
M.  D.,  &c.,  &c.,  to  which  is  prefixed  an  Anatomical  Indtroduction 
Explanatory  of  a  Horizontal  section  of  the  human  Eyeball.  By 
Thos.  Wharton  Jones,  P.  R.  S..  &c.,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  Illustrations  from  the  fourth  and  enlarged  London  edition,  with 
notes  and  additions.  By  Adinell  Hewson,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  &c. 
Philadelphia,  Blanchard  k  Lea,  1855. 

The  demand  for  a  new  edition  of  Dr.  Mackenzie's  very  able  work 
is  a  sufficient  evidence  that  it  is  appreciated  by  the  profession.  In 
Europe  it  has  been  rendered  into  three  of  the  continental  languages, 
the  French,  German,  and  Italian.  There  are  few  professicHial 
authors  whose  works  have  met  with  such  general  &vor. 

For  sale  by  Keen  &  Lea,  Chicago,  HI.  J. 


Yellow  Fever  considered  in  its  Historical,  Pathological,  Etiologicai  and 
Therapeutical  relations,  includiog  a  sketch  of  the  disease  as  it  has 
occurred  in  Philadelphia  from  1699  to  1854,  with  an  examination  of 
the  connections  between  it  and  the  Fevers  known  under  the  same 
name  in  other  parts  of  the  temperate  as  well  as  In  tropical  regions. 
By  B*  La  Roche,  M.  D.,  &c.,  &c.,  in  two  volumes.  Philadelphia  : 
Blanchard  &  Lea,  1855. 

Dr.  La  Boche  has  added  another  to  the  list  of  medical  works 
that  shall  do  honor  to  the  literature  of  the  profession  in  America. 

Yellow  Fever  is  attracting  every  year  more  and  more  the  at- 
tention of  Northern  Physicians,    in  the  Eastern  Continent  thii 
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soonrge  has  been  mostly  oonfined  to  the  intra  troj^cal  r^uons.  On 
tfan  side  of  the  Atlantic  it  has  not  only  crept  along  the  Asftw  of 
the  Mexican  Gulf,  but  has  invaded  several  of  the  more  Noidifim 
cities.  In  the  Southern  portions  of  the  United  States  it  is  endemic 
and  we  know  no  reason  why  Chicago  and  the  other  cities  of  the 
Lakes  may  not  be  subject  to  it  as  an  epidemic,  as  well  as  New 
York  and  Philadelphia. 

We  know  of  no  man  in  America  better  qualified  to  do  justice  to 
the  subject  than  Dr.  La  Roche. 

A  Review  of  the  work  is  impossible,  but  we  advise  all  interested 
in  the  study  of  the  Fevers  of  the  South  and  West  especially  to 
purchase  and  peruse  it. 

For  sale  by  Keen  &  Lea.  J. 


The  Cause  and  Prevention  of  Yellow  Fever  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Sanitary  Commission  of  New  Orleans.  By  E.  H.  Barton,  A^, 
M.  D.y  &c.,  &c.    Philadelphia  :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1855. 

We  have  already  given  our  readers  the  conclusions  to  which 
Dr,  Barton  arrived  in  reference  to  the  cause  and  prevention  of 
yellow  Fever,  when  noticing  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Gomnns- 
8ion.  Li  the  republication  of  this  portion  of  the  report,  Br.  B. 
has  adduced  additional  facts  and  arguments  to  substantiate  the 
positions  previously  put  forth. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  that  it  is  brought  out  in  a  more  permanent 
form  by  the  enterprising  Philadelphia  Publishers. 

For  sale  by  D.  B.  Cook  &  Co.  J. 


Tbb  Profession  will  be  gratified  to  know  that  Prof.  Brahianl 
of  this  city,  contemplates  publishing  a  volume  which  shall  embody 
lis  own  Surgical  experience  and  improvements,  together  witk 
eports  of  numerous  illustrative  cases.  It  is  not  designed  to  be  i 
ext  book  on  surgery,  but  ofio  which  will  meet  the  waata  of  the 
profession  by  supplying  what  in  most  of  our  systematic  irorks  is 
entirely  wanting  or  but  partially  developed. 
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The  misorosoopic  elements  of  the  blood"  and  tussttes  in  certain 
diseased  conditions  will  occopjr  a  portion  of  its  contents  and  the 
whole  will  be  illustrated  with  drawings  from  nature. 

It  will  be  issued  from  the  press  during  the  coming  year.     J. 


Professer  Andrews. 

From  an  article  in  the  Peninsular  Journal  of  Medicine  we 
extract  the  following  just  tribute  to  Prof.  Andrews,  now  lecturer 
on  Comparative  and  Demonstrator  of  Human  Anatomy  in  Bush 
Medical  College : 

His  successors  to  the  editorial  chair  of  the  Peninsular  Journal 
say: 

"The  vacation  by  Professor  Andrews,  of  the  chair  of  Compa- 
rative Anatomy,  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  his  subsequent 
removal  from  the  State,  devolve  upon  the  undersigned  the  necessity 
of  assuming  the  editorial  charge  of  the  Peninsular  Medical  Journal, 
which  was  called  into  existence  by  his  enterprise,  and  sustained 
during  the  first  year  of  its  existence,  solely  by  his  energy  and 
ability.  Although  the  editorial  force  has  been,  since  that  time, 
numerically  quadrupled,  we  do  not  expect  to  enter  upon  the 
management  of  it  with  a  more  exalted  purpose  in  view,  or  to  mani- 
fest a  warmer  zeal  in  the  cause  to  which  it  is  devoted,  or  to  exhi- 
bit a  higher  order  of  talent  than  it  was  the  good  fortune  of  our 
worthy  predecessor  to  possess,  and  employ  in  its  service. 

We  reiterate  Professor  Palmer's  expressions  of  good- will  to  his 
retiring  colleague,  because  of  the  pleasure  it  affords  us  to  do  so; 
and  take  this  occasion  to  say  to  his  new  associates,  that  few  men 
possess  a  clearer  intellect,  and  none  a  truer  heart  than  they  will 
find  in  the  bosom  of  the  alumnus  they  have  snatched  from  the 
University  of  Michigan.  The  benediction  of  his  alma  mater 
follows  him. 


History  of  Medicine  from  its  origin  to  the  nineteenth  century, 
with  an  appendix  containing  a  philosophical  and  historical 
review  of  medicine  to  the  present  time.  By  P.  Y.  Bsnourd, 
M.  D.,  translated  from  the  French  by  Cornelius  G.  Comegys, 
M.  D.,  professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  Miami  Medical 
College.  Cincinnati:  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Co.  New 
York:  Miller,  Orton,  k  Mulligan.  Boston:  Whittemore, 
Mills  &  Hall.    Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.  1856. 
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OUB  thanks  are  due  both  to  the  publishers  and  translator  £>r 
this  beautiful  edition  of  Renourds  history  of  medicine.  If  we  are 
not  much  mistaken  it  will  be  very  generally  sought  after  to  be- 
guile the  intervals  of  severe  study  and  severer  labor  of  profes- 
sional life. 

The  design  of  the  work  will  be  understood  from  the  following 
extract : 

"  I  divide  into  three  Books,  or  three  Ages,  all  past  time.  The 
First  Age  commences  with  the  infancy  of  society,  as  far  back  as 
historic  tradition  carries  us,  and  terminates  toward  the  end  of  the 
second  centuryof  the  Christian  era,  at  the  death  of  Galen,  during 
the  reign  of  Septimus  Scverus.  This  lapse  of  time  constitates,  in 
Medicine,  the  Foundation  age.  The  germ  of  the  Healing  Art, 
concealed,  at  first,  in  the  instincts  of  men,  is  gradually  developed 
the  basis  of  the  science  is  laid,  and  great  principles  are  discussed. 
The  human  mind,  always  impatient,  surpasses  in  its  speculations, 
the  limitsof  the  known  and  possible.  Many  branches  of  the  art, 
such  as  symptomatology  and  Prognosis,  are  carried  to  a  remarka- 
ble degree  of  perfection. 

The  Second  Age,  which  may  be  called  the  Age  of  Transition, 
offers  very  little  material  to  the  history  of  medicine.  We  see  no 
longer  the  conflicts  and  discussions  between  partisans  of  different 
doctrines ;  the  medical  sects  are  confounded.  The  art  remains 
stationary,  or  imperceptibly  retrogrades.  I  can  not  better  depict 
this  epoch  than  by  comparing  it  to  the  life  of  an  insect  in  the 
nympha  state ;  though  no  interior  change  appears,  an  admirable 
metamorphosis  is  going  on,  imperceptibly,  within.  The  eye  of 
manonly  perceives  the  wonder  after  it  has  been  finished. 

Thus,  from  the  fifteenth  century,  which  is  the  beginning  of  the 
third  and  last  Age  of  Medicine,  or  the  Age  of  Renovation,  Eu- 
rope offers  us  a  spectacle  of  which  the  most  glorious  eras  of  the 
republics  of    Greece  and  Rome  only  gives  us  an  ieda.     It  would 
seem  as  if  a  new  life  was  infused  into  the  veins  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  world ;  the  sciences,  fine  arts,  industry,  religion, 
social  institutions,  all   are  changed.     A  multitude  of  schools  are 
opened   for   teaching   Medicine.     Establishments   which   had  no 
*nodels  among  the  ancients,  are  created  for  the  purpose  of  extend- 
to  the  poorer  classes  the  benefits  of  the  Healing  Art.     The 
anions  activity  of  modern  Christians  explores  and  is  sufficient 
everything. 

)hese  three  grand  chronological  divisions   do   not   suffice  to 

sify,  in  our  minds,  the  principal  phases  of  the  history  of  Medi- 

3 ;  consequently,  I  have  subdivided  each  age  into  a  smaller 

.mber  of  sections,  easy  to  be  retained,  and  which  I  have  named 
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I^eriods.  The  first  Age  embraces  four  periods,  the  second  find 
third  ages  each,  two. 

I  will  now  indicate  saccinctly,  each  of  these  secondary  divisions, 
without  attempting,  at  present,  to  justify  them,  for  this  will  be 
done  in  its  proper  place  in  the  course  of  the  work. 

The  first  period,  which  we  name  Primitive  Period,  or  that  of 
Instinct,  ends  with  the  ruin  of  Troy,  about  twelve  centuries  be- 
fore the  Christian  era. 

The  second,  called  the  Mystic  or  Sacred  Period,  extends  from 
the  dissolution  of  the  ''  Pythagorean  Society"  to  abut  the  year 
500,  A.  C. 

The  third  period,  which  ends  at  the  foundation  of  the  Alexandria 
Library,  A.  C,  820,  we  name  the  Philosophic  Period, 

The  Fourth,  which  we  designate  the  Anatomic,  extends  to  the 
end  of  the  first  age,  i.  e.,  to  the  year  200  of  the  Christian  era. 

The  fifth  is  called  the  Crreek  Period  ;  it  ends  at  the  destruction 
of  the  Alexandrian  Library,  A.  D.  640 

The  sixth  receives  the  surname  of  Arabic,  and  closes  with  the 
fourteenth  century. 

The  seventh  period,  which  begins  the  third  age,  comprises  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries :  it  is  distinguished  as  the 
Frudite, 

Finally,  the  eight,  or  last  period,  embraces  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  centuries.     I  call  it  the  Reform  Period. 

FrcMoi  the  history  of  the  past  we  are  to  learn  wisdom  for  the 
present,  and  gain  light  for  the  future.  Benourd's  work  has  there- 
fore a  higher  and  more  permanent  use  than  simply  to  amuse  or 
relieve  the  tedium  of  a  passing  hour.  We  wish  it  could  be  read 
by  every  physician  in  the  land.  It  would  make  him  think  better 
of  his  profession,  both  as  an  art  and  a  science,  and  give  him 
clearer  and  higher  views  of  the  duty  which  he  owes  it  and  to  the 
community  in  which  he  lives. 

The  work  is  for  sale  by  D.  B.  Cook  k  Co  ,  Chicago,  III. 


Books  Beceived. 

Dickson's  Elements  of  Medicine,  from  Blanchard   &  Lea,  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Simpson's  Obstetrical  Papers  and  Memoirs.     Philadelphia :  J.  B. 

Lippincott  &  Co. 
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Jackson's    Letters   to  a  Toang   Physician.     Boston:  Phillips, 

Sampson  &  Co.     N.  Y. :  J.  0.  Derbey,  1855. 
Carpenter's  Human  Physiology.     Blanchard  &  Lea :  Phila. 
Stokes  on  the  Heart  and  Aorta.     Lindsay  &  Blakiston  :  Phila. 
Lehman's  Physiological  Chemistry.     Blanchard  k  Lea :  Phila. 
Johnson  on  Epidemic  Cholera.     Sindsay  &  Blakiston  :  Phila. 
Fransactions  of  the  American   Medical  Association,  Vol.  VHL : 

1855.     From  committee  of  publications. 

The  following  is  the  table  of  Contents  and  Minutes  of  the  eighth 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association. 
Beport  of  the  Committee  of  Publications. 
Report  of  Treasurer. 

Address  of  Charles  A.  Pope,  Professor  of  the  Association. 
Beport  on  the  Disease  of  Missouri  and  Iowa. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  hygrometrical  state  of  the 
atmosphere  in  various  localities,  and  its  influence  on  Health. 
By  Prof.  S.  B.  Hunt- 

Deformities  after  Fractures.     By  Prof.   Frank  H.  Hamilton. 
Report  on  the  Diet  of  the  Sick.    By  Chas.  Hooker. 
The  pathology,  causes,  symptoms  and  treatment  of  Scrofula.     By 
W.  H.  Byford. 

Beport  of  Committee  on  the  means  of  preserving  milk,  and  on  the 
influence  of  Pregnancy  and  menstruation  on  the  composition 
and  nutritive  qualities  of  that  fluid.     By  Prof.  N.  S.  Davis. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Dysintery. 

The  Effects  of  Alcoholic  Liquors  in  Health  and  disease.  By  Prof. 
R.  D.  Mussey. 

Sketch  of  the  Caustic  Pulverizer.    By.  R.  H.  Thomas. 

Prize  Essay — Statistics  of  Placenta  Prsevia.     By  J.  D.  Trmsk. 

Plan  of  Organization  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Officers  of  the  Association  for  1855. 

List  of  permanent  members.  J. 


EDITORIAL. 

Card  of  the  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  of  the  American 
Medical  Association. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Amorican  Medical 
Association  held  in  Philadelphia,  May  1855,  the  undersigned  wen 
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appointed  a  committee  to  receive  voluntary  communications    on 
Medical  Subjects,  and  to  award  prizes  in  accordance  with  the  regu- 
lations of  that  body. 

Each  communication  intended  to  compete  tor  a  prize  must  be 
addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michi- 
gan, before  March  20th,  1856,  and  must  be  accompanied  with  a 
Sealed  packet  containing  the  name  of  the  author,  and  marked 
exteriorly  by  a  sentence  or  motto  corresponding  with  one  upon  the 
essay;  which  packet  will  not  be  opened  unless  the  essay  belong- 
ing to  it  is  successful  in  obtaining  a  prize . 

Unsuccessful  papers  will  be  returned  on  application  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  meeting  of  the  Association  at  Detroit  in  May 
next. 

A.  B.   Palmer,  M.  D.,  (chairman),  S.  Denton,  M.  D.,  A.  B. 

Terry,  M.  D.,   A.   Sagor,    M.   D.,  S.  H.  Douglass,  M,  D..  C.  L. 
Pord,  M.  D.,  E.  Andrews,  M.  D. 


Washington,  Nov.  30,  1855. 
Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  : 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Medi- 
cal Association,  a  committee  was  authorized — of  which  I  was 
appointed  chairman,  and  associated  with  Doctors  Francis  CondiC) 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Grafton  Tyler,  of  the  District  of  Columbia' 
to  report  what  measures  should  be  adopted  to  remedy  the  evils 
existing  in  the  present  system  of  holding  Coroner's  inquests. 

This  is  a  subject  which  comes  home  to  every  one  of  us,  and  it 
js  one  in  which  are  involved  the  gravest  interests,  and  as  such 
should  commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  every  medical  man. 
It  is  highly  desirable  to  obtain  any  data  re  lating  to  this  subject 
such  as  the  statutory  provisions,  the  forms  of  procedure,  the  fees 
paid  to  medical  witnesses ;  and  it  is  desirable  to  ascertain  what  is 
the  tenure  of,  and  what  are  the  qualification  for  the  office  of 
Coroner. 

Any  facts  or  suggestion  will  be  most  Jbhankfully  received  and 
duly  acknowledged. 

I  am  respectfully  your  Ob't.  Ser't. 

A.  J.  Semmbs,  M.  D. 
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To  Subscribers, — The  present  number  closes  volame  foar  of 
the  new  series  of  the  North-  Western  Medical  and  Swgical 
Journal,  In  it  we  enclose  bills  to  a  large  namber  of  subscribers 
who  stand  indebted  on  our  books  for  one  or  more  years ;  and  ¥e 
hope  those  to  whom  they  are  sent  will  give  them  prompt  attention. 
If  by  mistake  of  the  Clerk  or  by  failure  in  the  transmission  of 
money  by  mail,  any  receive  bills  who  have  previonsly  sent  the 
money  to  pay  the  same,  they  will  much  oblige  us  by  giving  im- 
mediate notice  of  the  fact,  and  we  will  most  cheerfully  correct  all 
errors.  We  are  willing  to  incur  all  the  risk  and  losses  by  mail 
where  the  letters  are  plainly  directed  to  the  address  of  the  nnder- 
signed. 

We  wish  to  give  a  fair  notice  also,  that  every  name  on  our  sub- 
scription list,  which  stands  indebted  to  us  for  more  than  tnte  year^ 
on  the  first  day  of  February  1856  will  be  stricken  off.  We  have 
placed  the  printing  of  the  new  volume,  commencing  with  the 
January  number,  in  the  bauds  of  a  Printer  of  tried  experience 
and  fidelity ;  and  who  is  pledged  to  use  better  type,  better  paper, 
and  greater  punctuality,  than  has  been  used  in  times  past.  Our 
object  is  to  make  our  Journal  as  valuable,  in  every  respect,  to  the 
physicians  of  the  North- West,  as  any  other  on  this  contiueat 

To  secure  this,  we  shall  bestow  upon  it  our  best  judgement  and 
energies ;  and  we  cordially  invite  the  co-operation  and  oomtribu- 
tions  of  our  readers. 

N.  S.  Datib. 


Personal  Matters. — We  are  not  of  that  class  who  condemn  aD 
controversies,  either  in  medicine  or  literature.  On  the  contrary. 
when  conducted  in  a  liberal  spirit  and  in  accordance  with  appro- 
priate rules,  they  sharpen  the  intellects  of  the  writers,  ealivec 
the  minds  of  the  readers,  and  often  elicit  new  thoughts  whice 
result  in  the  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  knowledge.  To  ••:- 
complish  these  ends,  however,  the  controversialist  must  be  actnated 
by  a  liberal  spirit,  and  a  strict  sense  of  justice.  The  first  wiV. 
always  cause  him  to  treat  his  opponent  kindly,  and  the  seooad  w 
represent  all  his  sentiments  truly.    Those  who  take  the  troable  u 
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read  the  editorial  articles  of  tlua  Jounial,  are  aware  ikata  eeoUO* 
versy  has  been  maintained  during  the  last  few  months^  with  OM 
of  the  editors  of  the  Peninsular  Joiamal^  concerning  certain  mal-' 
tors  wherein  the  Medical  Department  of  the  UniFersity  of  Michigaa 
claimed  to  be- in  adyance  of  other  schools. 

Throughout  this  controTersy  we  have  wholly  refused  to  tt^  lo 
mere  personal  charges  or  allusions ;  we  have  strictly  adhertd  to 
the  legitimate  topics  involTed  in  the  controversyi  and  thai  wt 
might  represent  the  positions  and  sentiments  of  our  <qpponent  &ir)j 
and  truly,  we  have  been  careful  to  quote,  in  his  own  UnguagSi 
every  position  and  sentiment  which  had  been  made  the  subjeel  of 
comment  and  criticism.  When  we  alluded  to  the  requiremenis  of 
the  Michigan  school,  we  took  the  pains  to  quote  them  ?erbatim| 
directly  from  their  last  Annual  Announcement  A\  hen  a  aingle 
quoted  paragraph  was  charged  with  having  been  separated  from 
its  proper  connections  and  its  meaning  thereby  perverted,  we 
promptly  requoted  it  together  with  all  that  preceded  and  followed^ 
to  which  it  could  claim  any  relationship ;  thereby  enabling  our 
readers  to  judge  for  themselves.  Nor  was  this  alL  For  when 
the  only  harsh  word  we  had  used,  was  complained  of  and  misre* 
presented,  we  cheerfully  explained  the  true  sense  in  which  we  had 
used  it,  thereby  placing  it  in  a  light  which  should  have  satisfied 
the  most  £utidious.  We  pursued  this  course,  not  because  our 
opponent  was  an  old  personal  friend  for  whom  we  entertained 
special  sentiments  either  of  fear  or  favor,  but  simply  because  it 
was  in  accordance  with  our  sense  of  propriety  and  our  long  estab- 
lished rules  of  action. 

We  regret  to  say  that  the  editor  of  the  Peninsulur  Jcumal^ 
Dr.  A.  B.  Palmer,  has  seen  fit  to  pursue  a  widely  diflforent  course. 
Throughout  the  controversy,  when  alluding  to  the  requirements  of 
a  rival  school,  instead  of  qnoting  fairly  and  honorably  from  its 
published  rules,  he  has  conveyed  false  impressions  by  partial 
statements ;  arrogantly  assumed  the  position  of  censor  and  charged 
the  Faculty  with  delinquency  in  the  performance  of  their  public 
duties ;  and  has  well  nigh  exhausted  the  vocabulary  of  opprobrious 
terms,  not  to  heap  upon  us,  but  to  charge  us  with  having  used 
towards  him.    We  had  hoped  that  a  persistent  refusal,  on  oar 
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part,  to  reply  to  these  personalities  would  eventuallj  constrain  our 
opponent  to  abandon  so  illiberal  a  course  of  conduct.  In  the 
December  number  of  his  Journal,  howeyer,  while  pretending  to 
close  the  controversy,  he  has  substantially  repeated  the  most  of- 
fensiye  of  his  personal  charges,  and  with  more  arrogance  than 
good  taste,  parades  our  courteous  explanation  of  the  sense  in 
■which  we  had  used  the  word  **  falsehoods,"  as  evidence  of  our 
shame  and  humiliation.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  that  there  is  a  point 
beyond  which  forbearance  cases  to  be  a  virtue.  We  have  now 
come  precisely  to  that  place.  In  the  course  of  this  controversy. 
Dr.  Palmer  has  distinctly  informed  his  readers,  that  we  had  used 
"  5  McA  an  array  of  ?/«mfm/y  evasions,  iintrut k/ul  st2LicmBn% 
false  accusations,  and  bliter  bursts  of  feeling,''  as  to  utterly 
astonish  him. 

He  has  told  them  that  we  used  ^^  false  and  abusive  language  ;" 
that  we  were  '*  his  unjust  accuser — nay  his  bitter  traducerJ^^ 

He  charged  us  with  having  *'  igiiored^^  the  subject  of  prelimi- 
nary education.  And  in  his  last  article  he  again  gives  his  readers 
to  understand  that  we  had  previously  passed  •*  to  the  extreme  of 
rude  courtesy  and  recklets  Qnisstatements  ;"  that  we  had  accused 
him  of  'falsehoods,  and  such  other  grossly  unbeco7ning  ch€trgesy'^ 
&c.,  &c.  These  are  all  strictly  personal  accusations,  directly 
calculated  to  influence  individual  character ;  and  we  now  call  upon 
the  editor  of  the  Peninsular  Journal  either  to  retract  every  one 
of  themor  place  the  proof  of  their  correctness  before  his  readers. 
We  do  not  ask  for  renewed  assertions  on  his  part ;  but  if  wo  have 
used  *'  u?imanly  evasions,  untruthful  statements,  and  ^^  false  ac- 
cusations," our  language  containing  them  is  on  record. 

Let  him  place  that  language  before  his  readers.     If  we  have 

"unjustly  accused"  and  ^*  bitterly /mrf/ifcerf,''  him^  the  proof  is 

on  record.     Let  him   place  it   before   his  readers.     If  we  have 

**  ignored"  preliminary  education — if  we  have  exhibited  the  *' ex- 

reme  of  rude  discourtesy  and   reckless  misstatements" — if  we 

lave  accused  him  of  ''falsehoods^  and  such  other   grossly  unbe- 

loming  charges,"  let  our  language,  containing  these   things  be 

placed  before  his  readers,  verbatim  et  literatim,  and  we  will  abide 

their  judgement.     He  has  made  the  charges  against  us  to  his  owm 
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leaders,  and  we  have  a  right  to  demand  that  he  now  place  before 
them  the  proof  or  an  explicit  retraction.  When  he  honorably  com- 
plies with  this  demand,  we  will  reciprocate  the  compliment  he  has 
paid  us  in  the  following  sentence,  from  his  last  article. 

He  says:  *'Our  excitable  neighbor  has  learned  wisdom  from 
experience,  and  appears  to  have  come  to'  the  conclusion  that  a 
degree  of  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor."  We  are  certainly 
glad  that  our  friend  has  discovered  evidence  of  this  in  us.  To 
learn  wisdom  by  experience,  that  me  might  thereby  exhibit  an  in- 
crease of  discretion  or  good  judgement,  has  been,  with  us,  one 
of  the  leading  objects  of  life.  We  only  regret  that  we  have  not 
discovered  greater  progress  in  the  same  direction,  on  the  part  of 
our  Michigan  neighbor. 


Rush  Medical  College, — In  the  introductory  lecture  of  Prof. 
Brainard,  contained  in  this  number  of  the  Journal,  the  reader  will 
find  an  interesting  history  of  this  institution  from  its  foundation 
to  the  present  time.  We  will  only  add  that  the  number  in  atten- 
dance, thus  far  this  session  is  one  hundred  and  forty ;  a  very 
gratifying  increase  over  several  previous  years. 


Professional  Changes, — The  chair  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Medical 
College  of  Virginia,  recently  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Prof. 
Bohannan,  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Conway^  of 
Richmond.  The  chair  of  Chemistry  in  the  College  of  Physiciaiia 
and  Surgeons,  of  New  York,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of 
Prof.  J.  Torry,  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Prof.  John 
Le  Conte,  of  the  University  of  Georgia. 

Dr  Alexander  H.  Stevens,  venerable  in  years,  and  eminent  for 
his  professional  attainments,  has  retired  fromlthe  office  of  President 
of  the  same  College ;  a  station  which  he  had  honorably  filled  for 
many  years. 

Dr.  T.  Bomeyn  Beck,  pre-eminent  as  a  citizen,  a  teacher,  and 
a  man  of  science,  died  in  Albany,  New  Yoirk,   on  the  18th  of 
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B«f  ember  1866.    Fall  of  yean  and  honan  he  Ins  gam  to  *m 
reward  ef  hie  labors. 

Edinburg  Univerrity :  Dr.  Layooek,  baa  reeenily  beea  ap- 
pointed to  the  chair  of  Practical  Medicine  in  thia  andent  seat  of 
SMdieal  learning.  His  competitors  were  Drs.  Bennett,  Craigie^ 
Donglaa,  (Gardner,  McCormae,  Monro,  and  Wood. 


•  •• 


WhatiM  thought  of  our  National  Organization  on  the  other 
mde  of  the  Atlantic^The  Medical  News  of  Philadelphia,  eopia 
the  following  complimentary  notice  of  the  American  Medical  As* 
sociation  and  its  Transactions,  from  the  Association  Medical  Jour- 
nal of  Great  Britain.  Let  the  profession  in  America  coDtinoe 
to  sustain  their  National  Organization  in  snch  a  manner  that  it 
shall  constitute  an  example  well  worthy  of  imitation  by  our  bre- 
thren on  the  other  side  of  the  wide  waters. 

'^  Of  such  a  body  as  thia — the  most  enlightened  representatires 
of  the  greatest  medicsl  constitutency  in  the  world,  it  would  be  pre- 
sumptuous for  us   to  speak  in  terms  of  praise ;  and  we  must  he 
content  to  place  before  our  readers  a  sketch  of  the  scope  and  result , 
of  its  past  labors.  i 

**  We  find  then,  on  referring  to  the  yolumes  of  TVansactiARi 
already  published  by  the  Association,  that,  in  the  first  place,  tit 
duties  of  the  standing  committees  have  been  ably  and  thorougtij 
fulfilled.  We  find  the  progress  of  medical  science  as  a  who)^ 
and  of  practical  medicine,  surgery,  and  obstetricy,  the  most  pro^l 
minent  divisions  of  the  main  subject,  haye  been  carefully  lail 
aeourately  traced  in  a  series  of  reports  worthy  of  the  higM 
praise.  Olear,  concise,  and  comprehensiye,  these  reports  re&4 
the  greatest  credit,  not  only  upon  the  committees  from  wbom  Aef 
have  eminated  but  also  upon  the  judgement  of  the  Aaaoeia&ril 
m  selecting  the  members  of  those  committee  for  their  respeccil 
luties.  * 

*'  The  Committee  on  Medical  Education,  haying  commene 
abora  by  a  description  of  melancholy  deficiencies,    and  bar; 
constantly  endeayored  to  remove  them,  was  enabled  to  asm  sr 


BDITOBUL.  6TT 

r 

la^t  Kport  in  the  following  words  of  cheerfulenss  and  encourage- 
ment : — 

*' Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  bring,  from  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country  inwhich  they  reside,  gratifying  assurances  that 
the  labors  oF  this  Association  have  thus  far  been  fruitful  of  good 
results.  The  volutary  principle  in  itsorgmizition,  and  its  repre- 
sentative character,  increases  from  year  to  year  its  moral  power 
and  influence,  which  have  been  manifest  in  the  increase  of  State 
and  county  societies,  and  in  the  efforts  which  many  of  tne  medical 
schools  have  made  to  conform  to  its  recommendations.' 

"The   Committee  on  Medical  Literature  has  *  considered  the 

general  subject  assigned  to  it,  under  three  heads,  viz.:  the  medica 

periodicals ;  the  medical  publications,  including  monographs  and 

books  :  and  the  best  means  of  elevating  the  character  and  extend- 

-   ing  the  usefulness  of  the  national  medical  literature.'     The  first 

^.  report  intimates  (it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  in  the  New  World 

.-.-  the  errors  of  medical  periodicals  arc  not '  beneath  the  dignity'  of 

y,  a  learned  society)  that,  with   regard  to  the  medicnl  journals,  *a 

'"'  sore  cause  of  complaint,  of  occasional  but  not  frequent  occurrence, 

i- '  is  to  be  found  in  the  liberties  allowed  to  anonymous  writesr — not 

so  much  with  regard  to  each  other,  fur,  if  ^Medicus"  and  **  Senex" 

;,;  were  to  succeed  in  reciprocal  annihilation,  the  loss  might  not  be 

'^  serious — but  with  regard  to  their  neighbors  at  large,  and  to  things 

'in  general.'     *  An  edi  or,' says   the   report,  *  is  responsible   that 

:  s^  nothing  shall  be  admitted  into  his  pages,  the  essential  character  of 

g^.-:  which  is  hostile  and  inflammatory,  on  the  same  principle  that  he 

is  bound  to  be  courteous  in  his  common  intercourse.'     In  the  same 

«,  paper  the  American  translations  or   reprints,   together   with  the 

^\  original  works  on  medicine,  are  criticized  or  mentioned.     Under 

thei^the  surveillance  of  a  committee  guided  by  the  principles  we  have 

ugi  described,  it  will  afford  no    matter  of  surprise  that  the  report  on 

.Medical  Literature  presented  in  1863,  should  contain  much  to  in- 

^^  ^dicate  progress  as  well   as  much  of  warning  and   admonition  for 

icj  'the  future.     Although  very  sparing  of  praise,  it  concludes  by  the 

leeB ^expression  of  a  *  confident  conviction  that  the  literature  of  our  pro- 

,  jj  fession  has  already  commenced  a  rapid  improvement,  which  is  des- 

^'^tined  to  continue  until  it  attains  an  elevation  and  influonce  corrcs- 

f^  "ponding  with  the  high  social  and  political  destiny  of  our  country.' 

jaW      'Besides  the   regular  proceedings  of  the  standing  cwnuiitue, 

jfif'the  American  Association  has  accomplished  a  laborious  jiiVtti 

^gation  of  the  indigenous  Medical  P'lora  of  the  Union:  has  exaci.i;  >•  i 

into,  and  reported  upon,  ihe.idulteuitioTi  ofdmgs:  his  asf*<Mta!ih'«j 

the  sanitary  condition   of  the  various    States    and  ihv?  diff.r  no- 

:: ^between  them  in  respect  of  the  public  health ;  and  iias  ou  several 

.^^occaaions  appointed  committees  for  the  study  of  epidemics  and  of 


